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Knox County Property Assessor John R. Whitehead kicked off his re-election campaign at a reception at Calhoun’s on the River Wednes-
day night. Inset, pictured with Whitehead are Knox County Law Director Bud Armstrong (right) and David Buuck (left), who is looking

to succeed term-limited Armstrong,
By Ken Lay

A number of supporters showed up at a
fundraising reception for John R. Whitehe ad
late Wednesday afternoon at Calhoun's on
the River.

Whitehead, who is seeking a fourth
term as Knox County Property Assessor,
said that he was pleased with the turnout,
which included Knox County Law Director
Bud Armstrong David Buuck, who is looking
to replace the term-limited Armstrong. and
Knox County Commissioner Richie Beeler,
who is also sesking re-slection

“I'm really thrilled with the crowd,” said
Whitehead, who didn’'t make a speech, but
worked the room greeung those who showed

"Because of my age and everything this
is probably my last hoorah,” said Whitehe ad,
a military vetaran who served in Vistnam.

“When | @t out of the military, | went ©©
work with the property assessor's office. |
got out of the military in 1971 and | went
to work for the property assessor's office
in1972

“| first ran in 2000 and | ran in 2004. |
couldn't run again in 2008 because | was
termelimited. Then, | ran again 2016and I'm
running again in 2020."

Even when Whitehead wasn't serving in
Knox County, he was no stranger to the
office

W‘nan wasn't in office, | worhed for the

theim to call me,” he said. " don't think that
there's a question about this office that |
can'tanswer,

“and when people ask to speak t© me,
they get transferred directly o me and if
I'm not lhere or don't answer, | make sure
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al included appraisers, realtors,
title insurers, and spokespeoc-
ple from the Knoxville Chamber,
the Public Building Autharity, the
County Finance and Purchasing
Departments, and the University
of Tennesses. Each presentation
was accompanied by a graphic
presentation. The county mayor
spoke twice after Commission
Chairman Hugh Nystrom remind-
ed the other commissionars that
there would be no vote during the
mesting. Nystrom told The Focus
that he hoped most of the dis-
cussion and guestons would be
resclved during the called meet-
ing and not during Tuesday's
Work Session.

The takeaway from the meet-
ing is that Jacobs intends o
ahead with the agreement pend-
ing commission approval, even
if the board of education turns
down relocaung 10 the TVA East
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