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Whitehead greets supporters at
reception at Calhoun’s on the River

T B B AT

Knox Cownty Property Assessor John B, Whitehead kicked off his re-eloction campaign ar a reception at Calloun’s on the River Wednes -
day wight. lnset, pictured with Whitehead are Knox County Law Director Bud Armstrong (right) and David Bunck (lefi), wha is looking

to succeed terim-limited Armistrong

By Ken Lay

A numbsar of supportars showed up at a
fundrataing reception for iohn A Whitshaad
lats Wednesday aftarncon at Calhoun's on
tha Rivar

Whitehead, who = seeking a fourth
term a3 Knox County Proparty Asssssor
said that he was pleasad with the turnout,
which included Knox County Law Director
Bud Armastrong David Buuck, whi i looking
0 replace the tarm-imitad Armatrong, and
Fnoe County Commismongs Richie Bealer,
wh is aisn sssking re-alection

“I'm really thrilled with the crowd,” said
‘Whitishiad, who dhali T maki a Spaach, Dut
wirkisd the raom gresting thoss who showed
up o show their support as |ate-aftamoon
shitiad 1 evaning. s baan a great night”

Whiteheaad has bean with the Kngx County
Froperty Aasessors office for nearly five
dacades, saring as proper Ly assassor from
2000-2008 before being Brm-imited

After eight years away from the office, he
ran and won the post againin 2016 and he's
seaking a poasible final term as property
asessor n 2020

“Bacauss of my ags and evarything thes
s protably my [asthoorah, " said Whithsad,
& military veteran who served in Vietnam

“Whean | got out of the military, | want 1o
work with the property assessors office
got out of the military in 1971 and | went
to work fior the proparty assessor's office
n 1972

I festran in 2000 and | ran i 2004
couldnt run again in 2008 because | was
tarmimited. Then, | ran again 2006 and f'm
FURNING agan in 20207

Even whan Whitehaad wean't sarving in
Knox County, he was no strangsr to the
othce

“Whean | wasn't in offce, | worked for the
ciizena,” he aad. °| helped citizens appeal
thair proparty taxes, 50 N bean on both
sidea of this

During his previous tBrms a3 property
assassor, Whitehead has takan pride in the
fact that he worka drectly with the crizens
whenaver ha can. He alag 2axd that he has
bean transparent while serving the citizens
of Fngx County

"When peopla have a guesiion, | el

them 1o call me,” he said “Idon't think that
theni's a cuestion about this ofhce that |
can t answer

“And when people ask to apeak o me,
thay @l transfarmed drecly © ma and i1
I'm not there or don't snawer, | maks surs
that | always call them back. Everything in
Our office & public recond axcepl parsonal
property assesament listings ”

Whitehe ad also noted that he's happy ©
hava tha supportof courty officials such as
Armatrong,

“Bud and | are from the 3ame part of the
country,” Whitehead said. “We're both from
East Knox Courty and | hope D see some
pther county offcials come here onight”

Welch officially resigning from City Council

By Mika Stealy
Sﬂrnnﬂhﬂoer

‘Welch will be the city's new

replacement must be chosan

holding the seatof Jim York who

First District Councilwoman
Stephamnie Welch will official-
Iy leave: e council on Febru
ary 16. She wid other members
during the City Councd meetng
last Tuesday

‘Welch 2aid she has submitted
e resignation and plans o jon
Magar Indya Kincannon's admin-
istration after complating Army
Raserve duties in February. Tha
mayor has called a special ses-
sionon February 2010 consider
a raplacement. Applic ations wil
be accapted baginming Thurs-
day, lanuary 23

direcior of economic and com-
munity development

Several First Districtresidents.
have voiced a desire 1 replace
Walch, including Rebecea Parr,
lanice Tocher and David Hayes
Oher applications are expecied
for ther poSition

The council will eventually
hear from those who suboi
applicatons. The fisld will ba
narrowed by wotung untl one
person gets a clear majority
of the votes, or six of the aight
council members . Council Attor-
rmay Rob Frost ©old The Focus
that council mambsrs canmot
recommend appicants and a

Trom #hose wiho submit » desing
o hold the seat. Welch cannot
voe on a replacement.

The person selected would fll
cut Weleh's term of office and
o= eligible 1o run for re-slection
when that lerm ends in Decem
Lar, 2021, but may only serae
one mare tsrm

v other city statfing news,
Mayor Kincannon announcad
that WATE's Knatin Farley will
jon tha administration thes WBBLC
as the public imformation direc-
tor and Eric Vreeland will reman
as assistantdirecor. Kincannon
also said that Boyca Evans will
ill i & interim finance direcior,

retred, untll 3 replacement =
found

She sed that Bill Lyons, sanior
advisor and deputy mayor, will
reman in e sdministraton "for
a few more months.”

Kingannon thanked Alves Feid,
direcor of community relations,
fior her service and the council
gaver the lady astanding ovation
She's baing replaced by Charkes
Lomax and the department is
baing renamed “Community
Empowanmant.”

The ity is taking applications
fior two additional 1op positions
chiaf financial efficar and chisf
echnical officer
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Mayor Jacobs
pushes
TVA Tower

proposal on

commissioners

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
e

Fnox County Mayor Glenn
Jacols brought out the big gurs
lamt week in hiz pich © get the
approval of the Kngx County Com-
mis=ion for an easament agree-
ment for the TVA East Tower
Jacobs called 8 spacial session
and lined up people from vari-
ous agencies and organizations
© promote th idea

“This is an opporwnity © save
ihousands of dollars.” Jacobs
sald He called the agreament a
“complic ated proposal” and said
Pt 13 proveding a3 miueh informa
tion as possible

Thoee speaking for the propos-
al ncluded appraisers, realiors,
Utle insurers, and spokespec-
ple from the Knooalle Chamber,
tha Pulhe Building Authority, the
County Finance and Purchasing
Departmants, and the University
of Tannasses Each presantation
was accompanied by a graphic
presantation. The county mayor
spoke twice after Commisson
Chairman Hugh Nystrom remind-
&d the Other comimisaionerns that
thars worlkd be no vols duning the
mesting. Mystrom told The Focus
that he hoped most of the dis-
cuzsion and questions would ks
resolved during the callad mest:
ing and not during Tuesday's
‘Work Session

The takesway from the mest
Ing &5 that Jacobs mignds 10 @
ahaad with the agresmant pand-
ing commission spproval, even
if the board of education wms
down relocating to the Tva East
Tower. The sale of the Andrew
khinson Bullding, curréntly hous-
ing the achool admimiatration,
hea been postponed untl Feb-
ruary, following a decision thes
month by the school board and
the commis=on

That had been on the work ses-
=0n agreement today

Only six of the commizsion
members commentad or asked
quesationa, Most of the ques-
bons came from Evelyn Gill,
Randy Smith, John Schoonmak-
er, Larzen lay, Jusiin Biggs and
Charles Busler Several of the
questions weee obwviously in sup-
portof the deal and several were
In oppositon

Questions from Gill and Busler
centered argund security al the
T Towers, which woulkd be sup
plied by Tv&or a Tve-contracted
company. Busler focused on the
recuiramant 12 have a badge or
the new special driver's license,
the REAL ID, w0 entar the TVA
Towar. Ha said it inhibited par-
ents or others wanting 1o visit
with the school administraton
from antaring

The response was that those
visitors would be taken tspeciaf

— Confinued on page 4
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ROBBI
CLEANERS

Comforfers, Drapes, Quilts & More
In Fountain City
Full Service Dry Cleaner & Laundry
688-2191 www.hallscleaners.net
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