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barrier if you choose to reopen the locks. If the locks are not closed within a
few months, the silver carp will pass through the Watts Bar Lock and continue up
the TN River, destroying Watts Bar, Melton Hill, Fort Loudon, and Tellico Lakes,
with over 1,600 miles of beautiful shoreline. The fish are presently 1in
Chickamauga Lake and will soon reach the Watts Bar Lock.

Any financial burden on the river transportation industry (a few million dollars)
pales in comparison to the 51.3 billion annual loss to this region, let alone the
loss of recreation and small businesses. This financial and ecological devastation
will ke permanent and only grow worse as time goes by, as is presently happening
in many lakes.

I am asking vyou to speak up in defense of our beautiful lakes, the economy,
environment, recreation, property wvalues, and businesses on the lakes, and request
Governor Lee to work with TVA, the Corps of Engineers, and the Federal government
to immediately close the locks. This action will leave hkehind the greatest legacy
imaginable, "Saving the entire Upper TN River Basin from environmental and
economic devastation."

Time 1s the friend of the Asian carp and the enemy of our lakes. They can lay
500,000 to 5,000,000 eggs twice each vyear making it wvirtually impossible to

T T T S T = e e T ol M- e o am 2= =T 1- "l = = w T T S



