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Pensnon Board attorneys prepare for Sessions Court date

By Mike Steel
Senior Writer

The Knox County Retne
ment and Peraion Board
met Monday in Room 640
in the City=County Building
for ita regular aession and
approved several retire-
mants including one sher-
itf's department empicyes
on the Uniformed Officers
Parion Plan

That controversial plan
which alipws departmant

Members of the Knoxville Songwriters Association helped lannch Tennessee Somgwriters Week with a performance al the state’s Wel-
come Center on 1-75 in Jellico. Seated are Lawrie and David Easterling, Standing, from left, ane Gene Blair, Mitch Towsley, Edna

employees to include
vacation days in thewr total
earmed income and have i1
included in the calculation
of their monithly retirement
income, spurred a 2017
lawsuit filed by the Fmox
County Law Director

& group of citizens s
now suing the Fnox County
Mayor and Commizsion,
charging their action 1o dis-
misa the 2017 suitviglstes
the Knox County Charer

Riddick, David Layver and Tim Doyle,

Knoxville Songwriters Help Launch

Penzion Board Attor-
mey Johm Owings, follow-
ng a closed session of
the board, gbtained per-
mizsion by the commitiee
mambars 10 apply 10 anter
the caze on their behalf
ludge John Weaver per-
mitied Owings 1o enter the
auwt. Mayor Glenn Jacoba
nired atiorney John Valliant
10 reprasant the county and
Owingz and Valhant have
filed motions to dismiss the

cams

The upcoming March 17
hearing on both motions o
‘diamiza” the class acton
suit, could end the |aw 2uit
or continue iton 10 a final
ruling

The citizens’ auit asks
that the actons of the
mayor and commisson be
declared null and void

n thedr last maeting prior
10 the March 17th Sesmon
Court heanng the Pension

Tennessee Songwriters Week

Members of the Knoo-
ville Songwriters Associs-
von halped launch Tennas-
ase Songwriters Week by
@wving a musical welcome o

state vistors al the Walcome

Canter on 175 in Jellico
Tennessee Songwrit-

ars Week was presantad

Feb 2320 by Tenneases’s

Department of Tou

opment The 75 Wealcome

Candar concer{ was organized

Board heard Owings part-
ner, Sephanie Coleman,
make a vary brief state
meant on the matter
“Right now we can't wart
© @tihe chance © argue
our case in front of the
chancedlor” she aaid
other pansion board
news from laat week,
Executive Direcior Jenniter
Schroader reported that
a program i allow UOPP
retreas © returm to work

t

Cour

&3 court bediffs or achool
sacurity guards expires in
June. She said she maet
with Sheriff Tom Spangler
and he wanis that program
o contnue. Retirees could
take the sacond jobs with-
out losing retirement ben-
efits, be paid and receive
benefits, but ngthing would
be added to their UOPP
ratirament banefits

Schroeder said

that

TVA Tower
move, Andrew
Johnson sale
pass without
comment

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer

The fight is apparantly ovar
between oppor
the Andrew Johnson Bulldng
moving the school sdminist .
tion offices © the TvA Towers

Both itéis wana on th Knox

rits of sellir

Uy COMMISSION s Consant” st

a long istof itams that the commis-
sion votes on with one collective
wota. Both items endad up there aftar

the work sassion the weak bafore

alao without as much &3 a com-

ment frem commissionars in Man-

day's Regular Commezsion mesting
The achool board's split vote on

the move prompted the commissgn
o approve their resolubon “regard-
ing the relocation of the administra-

Dl

by the Kncuville Songwrit-
ers Azsociation, Esat Ten-
nessed’s |ar@ast ragonal
BONEwWITing organEaton
Performers at the Wel-
come Cantar includad K3A
Freaident Edna Raddick,
Gera lair, Tim Doyle, Dawvid
and Laurie Easterling David
Lauver and Mitch Townley
Doyle, a security gificer at
the center, halpad arrange
the concert Manager Ryne

Cummans invied the goup
back o perform during
Tourism Waak in May
During Tenneases Song-
writers week, selected wiit-
ars from nearty 40 qualiting
roundz perfprmed at Kngx-
vilke'z Bijou Theatre, Ole Red
in Gathnburg and four other
ahowcase events acrosa the
atate Finalists will share
their original songs an the
histonc stage of Nashville's

Bluebird Cafiein March
K5 usually meets each
Tuesday at the Fountain
City Library, 5300 Stan
on Roed in Knoxille. Visi-
Drs are welcome D joen n
the group’s Bpm. jam ses-
0N and & pam. peogram
and song critiques. The
group will not meat March 3
bacause the meating raom
be used In the election

wl

tive offices from the Andrew John-
30N Builckng 1o the TWA East Tower”

The $6 million sale 10 BNA A330-
clates LLC was als0 passed without
comment subject 0 contingencies
and further subject to provisions ”

The county still waits for an opin-
ion from the Tennesses Atiomey Gen-
eral or reaniutions from the state
House and Sanate before baing final-
ized. The question before the attor
ney gereral @ Canac office
be located in a federal building?”

Two appeals of zoning: South Knox Waterfront, Planned Parenthood

By Mike Steely
Senion Writer

New City Councilman
Tommy Smuth sasd “Here”
for the frstume Tuesday a5
he took his 2eat © epeE-
sent Distict 1 on the Frox
ville City Council. Smith
waa chozen by the eouncil
recanty 1o replace Stapha-
nies Walch who resignad to
take a positon with Mayor
rdya Kincannon's admin-
istration

Welch was present for

the meeting as chisf of
@CONOMIC A commumity
dewslopmant and deputy ©
the mayor. Both Smith and
Welch ook an active part
in the matters bafore the
council Tusaday

The South
Waterfront
Developmen
Smith moved right into
the fray during his first
council meatng whan an
i3sug came up within his
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own district

‘When Jenniler Arthur's
appeal of a Board of Zos
Appeals decision came up
Smith said the 931 Lang
Tord Avanus proparty has
“years of history” and
megds more community
nput batora bang consid
ered. Councilwoman Gwen
i Fenzie moved to post
pone a dacision for two
weeks, Smith requestad
that both sides spaak prior
10 postponing the consid-
eration

The developer is secking
lance on the setback
requirgmants. The pro
posed development, South
Haven, isonly a block from
the south waterfront and
Suttree Landing Fark and
wioukd have 230 multi-fam
iy units, 10 buldngs, and
biock the view of the river
for home owners bahind
e davalopmant

Sean Chalmers, direc-
or of davelopmant for the
Dominien Group. told the
council the mestings were

2019 Ford Factory Closeout Sale

on all remaining 200195 in stock

s,w

ray €ZP

5‘“" VARNER

held with the Old Savier
Neighborhood and the
curve of Waterfront Drive
plays into the design of the
facility. He sad the devel
Opar wanis o give the com
munity more green Spece
and noted that the variang
85 ware approved by the
Board of Zoning Appeala

He did say that obpec-
tons include the incraasad
waffic andthe haightod the
buikdings

Atwrmay Wayna Klins
representsd Arthur and

the Old Savier Neighbor-
hood and W0id the counci
e OPEONBNS have a pati
tion againat the grantng
of tha variances signed by
o than 600 people. Ha
=aid that Dominion Group
hasshown no hasdship and
mantionad the size of the
10 buildings and two com-
mecial spaces
Residents opposed 10
the vanances appeared
an masss waaring grasn
scarves. Kline said the only

— Continue on page 4
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