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Take One!

Neighborhood Conference canceled but nominees listed

By Mike Steely
SEmOr Writer

The annual Nesghibor-
hood Conference has
been cancalled bec suze
of concerna gver the
spraad of the COVID-18.
The slwaya well-attended

evant, achaduled for
March 28, may o may
not be reacheduled
for later thes year

Debbae Sharp, Neigh-
borhood Cogrdinator,
shared informaton about
the various nominees
who would have been

honored during the event
The ouistanding negh:
borhoods includs Forest
Heightz Neighborhood
Basociaton, Hisior-
c Sutherland Heighta
Meighborhood. Cakwood-
Lincoln Park Meighbor-
hood Asagciaton,

‘Wioodl awn Neighbarhood
Aasociation and Wesley
Neighbors/West Hilla
Community Association
Tha winnar of the
Diana Conn Good Meigh-
bor of the Yesr Award
woukl have baarn
namad Selection of that

person and the nomi-
nees s based on ser
wice to thear community
Sharp told The Focus
the nominaas includs
Anme Crais of Wesley
Hesghbors, Fevin Jeske-
Polyak of Soutsde Walar-
front Nesghiborhood

Azaociation, Jeff John-
s0n of Histonc Fourth and
Gill and Beastts Prater
of the Les Wiliams Ter-
ants Association

The Office of Neigh-
borhoods huddled
Friclay 1o look at possibly
reacheduling the event.

State Representative Jason Zachary takes a question from a concerned citizen at last Thursday's Citizen Forwm at the Farragut

Town Hall,

Farragut and the 5G cell giants
The latest in the saga

By Bill Howard

The drama swirling around Farragut's
daciSion 10 allow th iRl aSTUCTLRG Nac.
eazary for 56 cellular 3srvice was once
again on diaplay, thiz tme Thuraday
night, Mar. 12 at the Town Hall Reputli-
can State Rep. Jason Zachary, who repre-
sants Farragutin the 14th datrict, report-
&d the latest update 1© the crowd

Zachary atarted by briefly summanz-
ing eventa from the last two months,
whan the issue first arose. ATET and Ver-
izon planned D install hundreds, mayba
housands, of ipwers arpund the Faragut
community 1 enable 56 callular service

West Valley Orchestra,

The image of those towears defiling the
landzcape brought about an uproar of
OPPOSIUON

Zachary then reminded the crowd that
the wireless companies, bec ause of both
a8 201 8stata law and an FCC rubng could
not be prohibited from building wireleas
capabilibes

“We had no idea what 5G would ook
like, and the fact that they would have
ip put these blasted 25-fpot cell towars
in our neighborhoods W cover nina, tan
fitteen homes,” said Zachary, "30 we
pazsed the legislation and in August of
that year the FOU issues arule which says

you eannat prohibit the wirsleaa compa-
nies atall. Kreally putus in a Dugh pos-
tion in Wrms of communities for how wa
wen able o respond D this S0 all we can
do ia try I put 8m in a box and jusi try
0 pump e brakes as much aswacan.”
“Pumping the brakea®™ meant imposing
varigus limits on the tech gants, himitson
things like hesght of the poles, distance
between them, and how many could be
inatalled To acheeve this, Zachary, Farra-
gut town Admenistrator David Smoak and
others drafiad HE 2150, 0 ry 10 alter the
ongnal legslation that was favorable 1o
Conti an page 4

0ld Sevier
Neighbors Win
at City Council
Meeting

By Mike Stealy
Senior Writer
steelymi knoxfocus.com

Loud applause and shouts of joy
erupted Tuesday evening from the Oid
Savier Neightborhood citizens atending
tha Knoxvilla City Council maating. The
mpromiptu celebration ok place after
tha ety council mambers approved an
sppaal of the variances grantsd 1o & pro-
posed large developmant thers

Jannitar Arthur filed the appaal of the
Eoard of Zoning Appeals decision o
grant four vanances for a huge apart
meant and ratail complax proposad for
231 Langford Avenus. The site would
face Suttres Landing Park and the Ten-
nessas River and, in effect, black the
view of many houses and businesses
along D Sevier Adenig. ATOrTEY Way ne
Klina represantad the residants along
the route.

Eling mentoned that 840 residents
signad & petition against the davelop-
mant and said that the propoaal violates
tha "SW2" Zoning thare. He Said thers's
no hardship other than the design of
the complex the developera want to put
thara

Peter Hall of Dominion Development
said the proposal meets the code for
the area @xcept for the variances, which
ncluded setback from the atreet He
sad the vanances are needed because
of the curvature of Watarfront Drive
whach fronits the develgpment

Wice Mayor Gwen McFenme asked Hal
what would happen if the citizen appea
i approved, Hall ssid if the variances

Conti d on page 2

5G Concerns Heard at BOE Session

By Amy Bax Fellhoelter

The March 11 regular session
of e BOE was business as usual
until the music made by middle
school students Hled the ears
and haarts of those who ware
sested in the main szzembly
oom

The Wast Vallay Middea School
orchestra, led by Fine Arta Teach-
ar Dan Thompson, showed its
talent baautifully by parform-
ing thwee songs for the board
mamibars, suparintandant, and
attandeas. Amarica the Basu-
o “Stand by Me” and the

‘Tannessee Waitz" were present-
ed by 45 of the 200 swudents in
the program

The songs caeme after Board
Chair Susan Horm recognized the
Univarsity of Tannessss pra-K
interne, remindsd community
memibers of the KO3 budgetmest-
img on March 12 and announced
a BOE policy review mesting on
april 28, at 2pm. She informed
the pubdic that BOE membears will
b attending a National School
Board Association (NSEA) annual
confsrance and exposition in Chi-
cagy scheduled for April 3-6

ROBBINS
CLEANERS

Seven of the nine board mam-

bers present approved one
change to the agenda As labaled
tam BCT, the changs approved
the lodging agreement for the
Hardin Valley Acadamy Robot
s Team o attend the robotics
national compatition in Houston,
Taxas. Basides regular aganda
teme, @l other i\ems, contracts,
board policies, and grants wara
aprroved with minimal discus-
sion

Public forum brought twe
ransa spaakers regarding the
uze of placing 5G cellular poles

on the public five-foot right-ot
way properties adiacent 1o Far
ragut primary, middie. and high
schools

Laura Squires, a Knox County
rasident stated. "1 am here
beceuse Verzon Wirsless has
applied © place celular anennas
around school systams . | am
COMING 1o Y0 U 10 Maks you swars
of it and 1o ask for your actions
an it” She talked 1 tan homa-
owners in her neighborhoed, and
nina of tham want "No 567 signs
o place in thedr front yands. Har
concams come from a lack of

2019 Ford Factor

on all remaining

basaline EMF (glectric and mag
netic felds) data because a 5G
study assessment hasn't bean
performed yet, therefore leav-
ing possibie biclogcal effects ©
A ans unknown . Sha would
like 1o 2es this study done befors
the poles are deployed

‘Onca the first pobs comes,
then different companies will
coma and usae the sama mole.”
sheaxplained, "My main concerm
i= acrpzs from Farragut Primary
School. It isonly 200 paces from
whare a pole is placed w the

— Confinued on page 3
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