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Returning retirees addressed at pension board meeting

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer

Emox County Shenfi
Tom Spangler 25t inon &
Ioom mesting of the Knox
Ratirement and
enzion Board laat weak
o addre=a @ matier deal-
ingwith retred dapartment
empigyees coming back o
work

There was some mis-
understanding that thoss

ounty

former emplioysss may be
grantad supervisory posi-
tions but the shanfi clar
fied that afier 120 daya of
retirameant, former employ-
s may come back 10 work
for the department “on
entry-level positions and
salaries

The retumang employees’
pay would not atfect their
Uniformed Officers Pan-
=0n Plan retirement and

they woulkd notbe putting in
sdditional funds into their
plans

The UOFF iz no longsr
gpen for enroliment but
s0me who star ted with that
plan are sbll enrolled and
are planning retrement

s a good thing and a
aupplemeant to ther retne-
ment." the shenff said

The board voted w0 add
the “eniry kevel” wordages o

the plan

The UCPP iz the cen-
wrpwce of the |awsuitl
brought by cifizens againat
the county |ast Sspiember
after the county mayor and
commizzion  authorized
payment of vacation days
into retiremant payments
The auit = st before the
Chancery Court after par-
sion board attornay John
Owings and the board's

outside sttorney filed &
motion o dismizs
Because of fiings and
the coronavirus outbreak
the matter 2 now in imbo
Owings wid the board that
the Tennezase Supreme
Court hes extended acourt
shutdiown through May
“We'll ot be hearing
apmething undil June, if
then,” Owings said, adding
“Nome of uz have ever

witnezzad anything ke this
before

In inroducing the pen
sion board's budgst for the
coming fizcal year Pension
Direcior Jannifer Schroed-
ar noted that §25000 was
added f0 support an out
sidke attorney, upging funds
for gutaide reprasentation
o §52.000. The current
year has $27.000 desig-
nated for that

Beeler votes
against
constituents
on zoning

matter
By Mike Stooly

St Writes
e u

Knouville's 8th District is huge
in ferriRory—stretching from
Forks of the River all the way
10 beyond Gibbs and Corryton
Startng just east of downtown
¥ncoville the district bordars
on Sevier, ketteraon, Grainger,
Union and Andarsan Countias

Commizsionar Richis
Bealer represants the 8th Dis-
Trict, hawing bean appoint
ed to replace Dave Wnight
whi NOW SBIVES 35 The ares's
state Houss represantative
on the knox County Commis-
a0 . H i baat with the
fact thers is no district rep-
resentabon on the Knoxville/
¥neo: Planning Commission

Curing the recant 2oming por-
tion of the Kngx County Com-
FISSIon maatng Baalar, who
saldom speaks up on izzues,
deliverad a short address The
COMMISSIon was baing asked
0 approve a rezoning from Agni-
cultural o Flanned Resden-
ialin the Giblrs schools area
The planning commizsion had
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Kara Lackmiller of Knoxville was voted the winner of the Virtual Dogwood Arfs Festival. Photo submitted.
Kara Loc kimillar ireshad in trst place
and won $500. Vick Love claimad

Dogwood Arts "
The aecond place and eamed $300 Tina
havot with the 2020 Dogwood Arts  Burnetl came in Weid and won $200
announce Featival, causing many of itz signature Woting wasz held from March 31
events o be canceled or poatponed
i f
wlnners O that representa the most ever
announced Whe winners of the annua He als0 noted that over 8000 pedple
nnual Contest art confest, which was held online this
a year i

Donations sought for Lions Mobile Vision Lab

Dogwiood Arts Fastival Media Coordina-
the organizera still keptup the tradition.  tor, 3aid that 1, 245 votes were cast and
an Friday the festival officials

{ an page 2

Molbile Vision Lab.

The Fountain City Lions Clil is looking for help to repair the

By Mike Steely
Senlor Writer
steelymi knoxfocus.com

One of the many things
that Lions Club membars
do for the community is
1o provide eyegl azsss for
those who need them
During the Gathinburg
Fires the club mads three
trips there 1o help

Jim MeFarland of the
Fountain City Lions Chub
told The Focus that
damage done 10 the
Smoky Mountain Lions
Charities Mabile Vision
Lat»om March 3rd satthe
charity back, McFarland

\ We're OPEN and

)
N

/ ready to help!

=aid that a tres falingon
the lab did some maor
damages

Since then the Lions
&3 in the regon have
baen rasing money 1o
repair the damage. He
sald that the non-profit
charity had a $1.000
deductible and has bean
working 10 raise $1,200

“Wa're almost thera,”
he said

The lab s used o
manufactura glassas
for patients served
thraugh the vanous East
Tennassas Lions Clubs

“We've moved all

the eguipment and are
mobile, We can n
churches. schools, etc
dace whare we have
oom,” he sakd

"Befors the damage
we were doing 80 1 90
patents sach month and
since we started with the
mobile b we ve provided
more than 6,000 pairs of
Jasses”

The mobile lsb was
parked behind the
Fountain City Lions
Club and, becsuse
of the damage, the
manufacturing of g asses
has been auspended

L

McFarland  said
that bacause of the
restrictona during the
coronavirus outbréak
and the repairs needed
© e lab it may be June
or July before eye axanms
and glazses ane available

Donations  can be
made by mail w Smoky
Mountain Lions Chant
P.O. Box TO27E. Knoxville,
T 37338 McFarland
sad anyone can do a
cradit card donation by
calling him at (B65)556-
2001
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