KCS
announces
graduation
schedule

Congratulatiprna o the Class of
2020 Dezpite the challenges pre-
sented by COVID-18, Knox County
chools iz committed to honoring
this year's graduates and 1 celebrat:

ing their achigvemants

With that in mind, Superintandent
Bob Thomas recently announced a
plan t© hold graduation ceramonies
between June 8 and June 20 These
avents will be hald at each schools
football field, except for Career
Magnat Academy, Paul Felley Acad-
amy and L&N STEM Academy. which
will hold gradustion ceremonies at
Cantral High School Regedale and
FoAEC wll hostgrad ualion cenemd.

nies gt their reapective schodls.

Aull sehadule is included beiow
Each graduate will be prowded tck-
&ts 10 bringup © four guesats Attend-
aes will ba axpactsd © folow precau-
tonary guidealines such a3 physical
distancing among guests, weanng &
mask or ¢loth face covering and stay-
ing home if expariancing fever, cough

or other symptoma

Graduation
Schedule

MONDAY, JUNES

Dam. - Halls High School

7 p.m. - Powell High School
TUESDAY. JUNES

Sam. - Karmns High School

7 pm. - South-Doyle High
Schoal

WEDNES DAY, JUNE 10

Rain Data

THURSDAY, JUNE 11

Gam = Carter High School
Moon - Ridgedals School

T p.m. - Fulion High School
FRIDAY, JUNE 12

9 am. - Austin-East High
School

Moon = KAEC

7 p.m. - Giblbz High School
SATURDAY, JUNEL3

Sam. - Cantral High Schaol
T pm. - Baarden High School
MOIDAY, JUNELS

Sam. - Paul Kalley Acadamy
{at Central High)

7 p.m. - Hardin Valley Acad-

amy
TUESDAY, JUNE16

Sam. - L&N STEM Academy
(&t Central High)

7pm. - Career Magnet Acad-
emy (at Central High)
WEDHES DAY, JUNE 17

Rain Date

THURSDAY, JUNE 18

T p.m. - West High School
FRIDAY, JUNE 19

7 pm. - Farragut High School
SATURDAY, JURE20

Rain Date

* In the event of inclement
waather, the school's gradua-
o caramony will ba reschad-
uled 10 the next available rain
dats
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Several Cemtral High School seniors are saluted and cheered at a recent parade on the schals campus.

COVID-19 won't stop
the Class of 2020

By Ken Lay

Since March, Knoxville's
schools have been clossd dus
1o tha COVID-19 pandamic

Classes. school activites,
sports and soma proms have
been canceled and many
5chools have postponed grad-
uation ceremonies until mid-
June

That kst panents and sdmin.
istrators 0 take things into
their own hands © honor the
Clags of 2020

Carter, Hardin Valley Acad-
emy, Christan Academy of
Engxwville have had parades
honoring their ssmor classes

On Friday, May 15 Cen-
tral High Schoal had a driva-
by parade to honor its 2020
sanipr class, which has 225
sudants.

The parade wentin a circle
arpund the frontof the school

and 50 much of the Fowntain
City Community wantad to
sand the studants off with a
bang that traffic was backed
up past Easary Road

Tha sarors wers positioned
in the school's main parking
Iot. obaerving social detanc-
ing guidalines, whils wahickes
circled the parimetar of the
school with hoers honking and
congratulstory signs waving

Many of the 2020 gradu-
ates ware diessed in thar
cap3 and gowre whiles they
accepted praize from the
paasing vahiclas

The event was organized by
a group of senigr parents who
wanfed o salute ther childran
orne final bme

One parent was Alizon
Ackarman, whise daughter,
Taylor, iz & chearlaader for the
Bobcats,

“This all kind of star ted whan
the school board announced
how thay weara going 10 handla
graduation and we wers not
happy.” ACkerman sald. Itwas
done with the blessing of the
administration and (Cantral
principal ) O, (Andrew ) Erown
It was done with the approval
of the admiristration and Dr
Browm @0t thi messags out”

“W jurst wanted 10 do some-
thing for theas seniors in tiz
class and wa knew thatl we
ware going t gst support
from our community in Foun-
tann City.”

Prigr o the event, Acksrman
said 2he waz hopang for a big
wenout and she obwviously got
it

¥avin DeBusk, angther
parant who had a hand inorga-
nizing the parade, sad he was
pleased io have the chance o

henor Central's saniors

“With the county starting o
open things up, we wantad o
gve pacple the opporiunity
1o acknowladge and cheer on
their sanicrs,” sakd DeBusk

Tha sanor students ware
grataful 1o the community but
one graduate, Trevor Holbert
sald he expecied community
10 show up in IDee

“Fountain City has always
been a really big really god
family and we were expecting
something like this,” Holbert
said

Taylor Ackarman shared Hol-
bert's santiments

“I {thaught) people would
show up Dec ause Thsy knsw
how hard we worked for the
last 13 years 10 gt hara,” sha
said. “This shows that paopla
here really still care aboutus ”

Absentee ballot requests up

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer

CHT Rodgers s leaving his postas admin
Istratnrof alsc tons 1or Knos County on May
20 and i3 finding his closing days busier
than be thoughthe mightbe. The COVID1S
pandamic has cavmsed &n LESUr g in peops
requesting an sbeentse ballot

Rodgers told The Focus that in the
lastalection only 800 psople requasiad
abeentse baliots tutthe office had dready
recaived about 1 300 reuasts as of last
Monday. The first day 10 request an absan-
©e baliot was May B

The Knoxville Focus and special advertise

to applaud the top of area schools’ Class of 2020 as well

“We're overun with requests,” Rodagers
s He added that most older vousrs usu
ally choose 1© o= in person and thatmany
00 138 3 30cial Quung

Thow I saarms Uy ang paying atienton”
heaaidof the growing numier of sbesmtas
Lalot requests

From County will ses papar ballots the
first time in recent history in the August
G alection. The alection commission & i
begin Trainimg alacion workarsin staggemad
clazsesin June

Ha ais0 said that the Tannessas Sacra-
tary of Stats issendngetens 1 avery regs-
tered senior citizen in June reminding tem

ould like

in Knox County

Wiy Can reqUest an absentse Callot July 30
s the final day 10 ask for that balot

Early voting begrs the July 17 and runs
Hrough Augsst 1

Chris Davis will bo replacing Rodgers and
has snnounced the election commission
will maet 18 1o continue 1D prepare
for the August 6 election. That slsction is
e general election r county commesson-
ars, proparty assessor, |aw drecton schood
board members, and Farragut aidarmen

August & is also the pimary electon for
U5 Prasidant, Sanate, Housa of Repre-
santatives, and tha Tennessas Sanate and
House
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