e Steely
Senior Writer

steelym@knoxfous.com

“They are our frontline
people we don't think
about. They provide an
essential service,” said
Cameron Brooks of Realty
Executives Associates and
the Knox County Election
Commission.

He was talking about
Kroxville Area Transit
employees. Brooks had
been pondering how he
might show them some
appreciation and he called

Councilman Andrew Rober-
. The two men talked
about it and decided on a
meal for the employses and
followed through with the
idea Friday.

Brooks and Roberto
began raising funds on
Facebook and contact-
ed Yassin's Falafel House.
“KAT Worker Appraciation
Day” was announced and
Friday at 11 am. Brooks
and Roberto met at the
restaurant at 706 Walnut
Street to pick up individu-
ally wrapped and bagged

chicken or steak gyros and
french fries.

Ventrice Hodge, vice
president of the Amalgam-
ated Transit Union, joined
the two men in helping to
bag the 200 lunches with
restaurant owner Yassin
Terou. The staff of the
Falafel House spent many
hours and effort o prepare
and begin bagging the food.

‘I know Yassin really
wantad to give out o the
community,” Brooks said.

They worked 1o coordi-
nate the meals with KAT's

Human Rescurces Office
and delivered the meals 10
the KAT office on Magnolia
Avenue to be given outto
employees.

Hodge said the bags of
food would be picked up
by transit drivers as they
report for their work shifts.

Brooks said that a fund
raising effort 1o cover the
cost of the food exceeded
what was sought and the
rain held off as they loaded
two vehicles o deliver a
free meal to the KAT work-
ers
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0 let anyone who requests an absaen- election for the August Gth primary
tee ballotto receive one. She ordered  and local election. The electioncom-

that state and local election com-

mission is also available by calling
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first reading
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Knoxville Mayor Indya
Kincannon's push to
create a Human Resourc-
&3 Department passed
in asplit vote Tuesday
Several citizens called
into the Zoom mesting t©
speak for and against the
measure but a 7-2 vote
passed the creation of the
new department on first
reading at Tuesday's city
council meeting.

Mayor Kincannon said
she hopas the next city
council meeting won't be
via the internet but live
That meeting could see
the second and final read-
ing of the ordinance.

creation of a new depart-
ment, said the ordinance
was notwritten ina coop-
erative experience ”

The 21-year employes
also said the creation of
a new Human Resources
Department moves most
of her duties to HR where
theybecome the duties of
one person appointad by
the mayor

Hatfield said the idea
IS “the mostdivisive” she
has ever seen and that
most of the city employ-
ees oppose it The Civil
Service Merit Board voted
3-2 againstcreation of the
HR department.

However, the spokes-
man for the fire depart



