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Yassin’s Falafel House staff member, Yassin Terou, Councilman Andrew Roberto, Cameron Brooks and Ventrice Hodge

prepare to deliver the 200 bagged lunches to KAT workers.

Giving back to KAT employees

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer

steelym@knoxfocus.com

“They are our front line
people wea don't think
about. They provide an
assential service,” said
Cameron Brooks of Realty
Executives Associates and
the Knox County Election
Commission.

He was talking about
Knoxville Area Transit
amployees. Brooks had
been pondering how he
might show them some
appreciation and he called

Councilman Andrew Rober-
to. The two men talked
about it and decided on a
meal for the employees and
followed through with the
idea Friday.

Brooks and Roberto
began raising funds on
Facebook and contact-
ed Yassin's Falafel House.
“KAT Worker Appreciation
Day” was announced and
Friday at 11 am. Brooks
and Raberto met at the
restaurant at 708 Walnut
Streat to pick up individu-
ally wrapped and bagged

chicken or steak gyros and
french fries

‘entrice Hodge, vice
president of the Amalgam-
ated Transit Union, joined
the two men in helping to
bag the 200 lunches with
restaurant owner Yassin
Terou. The staff of the
Falafel House spent many
hours and effortto prepare
and begin baggingthe food.

‘I know Yassin really
wantad 10 give out 10 the
community,” Brooks said.

They worked to coordi-
nate the meals with KAT's

Human Resources Office
and delivered the meals to
the KAT office on Magnolia
Avenue 10 be given out o
amployees.

Hodge said the bags of
food would be picked up
by transit drivers as they
report for their work shifts

Brooks said that a fund
raising effort to cover the
cost of the food exceeded
what was sought and the
rain held off as they loaded
two vehicles o deliver a
free meal to the VAT work-
ers

Absentee voting expanded to everyone

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steel cus.com

Until last week voting by mail in
Tennessee was permitted only for
registered voters who were 60 years
old or older, traveling or had physical
conditions thatqualified for applying,
Fearing exposure to the COVID-19
virus was not a qualifying condition.

But Davidson County Chancellor
Ellen Hobbs Lyle cordered the state

to let anyone who requests an absen-
tee ballot to receive one. She ordered
that state and local election com-
missions update their websites to
let voters know how 10 request an

absentee ballot

Two weeks ago retiring Knox County
Director of Elections Cliff Rodgers
reported that applications for voting
by mail had already been increasing.
Absentes ballot request forms are
available online at knoxcounty org/

election for the August 6th primary
and local election. Theelectioncom-
mission is also available by calling
865-215-2480

In the election four years agd 880

absentee ballots were castaccording

1o Cliff Davis, the new director of elec-
tions. He told The Focus Friday that
3,915 requests had been received,
or about 100 new requests a day
“We've gotalmost 4,000 requests

— Continued on page 2

By Mike Steely
SeniorWriter
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Probably the mostinter-
estingitem in nextweek's
Knox County Commission
Work Session is the last
on the agenda

Chairman Hugh MNys-
trom is asking for a "Dis-
cussion item regarding
the Knox County Budget.”
While the commission
probably won't vote on it
until their regular meeting

on June 29, they must
approve Mayor Glenn
Jacob's proposals by July
1

Jacobs released his
budget last week, pro-
posing $4 million less
than the current budget
and with no property tax
increass . He reached into
the "Rainy Day Fund” to
find $3.7 million in order
o balance the budget
and, overall, Is proposing

_Continued on page 2

City Human Resources
Department passes
first reading

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Knoxville Mayor Indya
Kincannon's push to
create a Human Resoure-
es Department passed
in a split vote Tuesday.
Several citizens called
into the Zoom meeting 0
speak for and against the
measure but a 7-2 vote
passed the creation of the
new department on first
reading at Tuesday's city
council meeting.

Mayor Kincannon said
she hopes the next city
council meeting won't be
via the internet but live.
That meeting could see
the second and final read-
ing of the ordinance.

DOr. Vickie Hatfield,
Civil Service Merit Board
Director, remarked that
the amended ordinance
excluded employees and
the public from the pro-
cessduring the pandemic.
Hatfield, who will lose sev-
eral of her powers with the

creation of a new depart-
ment, said the ordinance
was notwrittan in a coop-
erative experience ”

The 21vyear employee
also said the creation of
a new Human Resources
Department moves most
of her duties to HR where
they become the duties of
one persen appointad by
the mayor

Hatfield said the idea
is “the mostdivisive” she
has ever seen and that
most of the city employ-
ees oppose it. The Civil
Service Merit Board voted
3-2 againstcreation of the
HR departmeant.

However, the spokes-
man for the fire depart
ment and the past presi-
dent of the Knoxville Fra-
ternal Order of Police sup-
portad the creation. Mark
Taylor said the current
system of hiring and over-
seeing complaints by the

Lontinved on page 2

Knox Education Foundation Announced at BOE Session

By Amy Box Fellhoelter

The executive staff of Knox
Education Foundation attended
last Wednesday's work session
t0 announce the new establish-
ments arrival and introduce its
new CEQ Chris Letsos. Member
Virginia Babb filled in for Susan
Horn as interim chairperson in
her absence. Babb led avote to
approve the agenda before board
member Terry Hill led a moment
of silence and the Pledge

Announcements given by Babb
included a June 19call for mem-
bers to participate in the annual
avaluation of Superintendent
Bob Thomas, and a reminder
for members 0 complete their
required annual board training
by June 30.
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The superintendent’s report
included announcing high school
graduations starting on Monday,
June &, and the launch of KC3
at Home last week for Pre-K
through twelfth grade students
who choose to access material
they missed in the springsemes-

‘| hope our families will find
it very valuable,” he added.
Mext, Superintendent Thomas
explained a three-part strategy
to opening the schools this fall
The first strategy is a survey 0
solicit feedback from students,
families, and staff members that
iz available on the KCS wabsite.
Second, is the creation of a task
force of community members
from each board district to pro-
vide communication 10 guide

KCS planning. Itwill be led by Dr.
Jerry Askew who is the president
of the Alliance for Better Non-
profits. The third component is
a focus group made of students,
teachers, principals, and parents
o find different perspectives for
the fall sameaster opening.

An update of the Great Schools
Partnership was next 1o seize the
attention of board members.
The new non-profit organization,
named Knox Education Founda-
tion, hascombined ProjectGRAD
Knoxville and Great Schools Part-
nership's Community Schools
and Innovation initiatives. Chris
Letsos will follow interim CEQ
Jonathan Scoonover and serve
at the helm as of June 3. Letsos
has 25 years of leadership and

REAL ESTATI

Thinking of Buying or Selling?

Contact

Deborah Hill-Hobby

FIRM

fundraising experience with Boys
& Girls Clubs. He comes o Knox-
ville after serving as the CEO of
the Boys & Girls Clubs of Tampa
Bay for the past five years where
he partnered with Hillsborough
County, one of the nation’s larg-
estschool districts.

I look forward to working on
behalf of all students, all schools,
and all communities during these
most uncertain times. It's when
we all come together that kids
know they have a bright future
ahead of them,” said Letsos.

Scoonover, now Knox Educa-
ticn Foundation director of inno-
vation, explained 1o the board
the transition of the two orga-
nizations to join egether in the
past seven months. He clarified

the transferring of one MOU
from Great Schools t© Knox Edu-
cation Foundation instead of
two because Knox Ed Founda-
fion is utilizing the federal tax ID
number as Project GRAD. There-
fore, the MOU of Project GRAD
wasn'ton the aganda so agenda
item C5 read, ‘Approve Amend-
mant 1o Great Schools Partner-
ship Memoranda and Restated
Memoranda of Understanding for
¥nox Education Foundation”
Project GRAD Executive Direc-
tor Ronni Chandlersaid KCS and
Project GRAD have parthered t©
help 7,000 students mostly in
low income schools. “So we did
a pivot, encouraging staff 1o pay
attention to self-care and their

— Continue on page 3
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