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By Mike Steely
Semior Writer

“They are gur front ling
people wa don't think
about They provide an
essantial service,” said
Camemon Brocks of Realty
Execulives Associales and
the Knox County Elaction
Comimission

He was talking about
Knoxville Area Tranait
employees. Brooks had
bean pondaring how ha
might show them some
apgpreciation and ha calked

Councilman Andrew Rokear-
t. The wo men talked
about it and decded on &
meal for the empioyees and
followed through with the
idea fniday

Brooks and Roberio
bagan raising funds on
Facebook and coniact
ed Yassin's Falafel House
“KAT Worker Appraciation
Day” was announced and
Friday at 11 am. Brooks
and Roberto met at the
rastaurant at 706 Walnut
Street 1o pick up individu-
ally wrapped and baggsa

chickan or staak gyros and
franch friea

Ventrice Hodge. vice
pramdent of the Amalgam-
ated Tramsit Unian, joined
the Two men in helping 1
bag the 200 lunches with
restaurant owner Yasain
Terou. The stafl of tw
Falaiel House spent many
hours andeffortto prepars
and begin bagan g the food

| know Yassin really
wanted 10 gve out 10 the
camimunity” Brooks said

They worked 0 coord-
nate the meals with FATs

Human Resources Office
and delverad the meals 1o
the KAT office on Magnoha
Awanue 10 be given outw
amployeas

Hodge sad the Dags of
focd would be picked up
by trarait drivers a3 thay
rEpOry for thiir work shifes

Brooks said that a fund
raizing effort © cover the
cost of the food e saded
what was sought and the
rain held off & they Ioaded
wo vahicles © daliver a
free meal to the KAT work-
ars

Absentee voting expanded to everyone

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer

Untl last wesk votng by mal in
Tennesses was permetted only for
redswred volers whi were 60 years

0 BT anyone who fequests an alsen-  election for the August Bth primary

e ballot 1o recsive one. She andered
that state and Dcal election com-
MISSIONS Update e websites o
lat votars know how © requast an

absentes tallo?

and local alection. Thealkection com-
miEsinn i3 also avalable by ealling
865-215-2480.

In the election four years agh 880

AbsENEE Dallots Were Cas1 acoonding

Department passes
first reading

By Mike Steely
Senior Witer
sheelyme lne foos. com

Knouville Mayor Indya
Kincannon's push to
creats a Human Resourc-
&3 Department passed
in a split vote Tuesday
Several citizena called
Into the Zoom masting o
spaak for and against the
measura but a 7-2 vote
passad tha craation of the
new departmeant on first
reading at Tuesday's city
council mesting

Mayor Kincannon sad
sha hopes the nesxt ity
council masting won't be
via the intermnet but live
That mesating could ses
the sacond and final read-
ing ot the: ordnance

Dr. Wickie Hatfiald,
Civil Sarvice Merit Board
Director. remarked that

craauon of & new dapart
mant, 3aid the ordinance
WES TWILWIItEN in & coop-
BTV SXPETIENCE

The Zlyaar employss
also said the crealion of
a new Human Resources
Department moves mosat
of har duties 1o HR whar
thay become the duties of
one person appoined by
vl mayor

Hatfisld sad the idea
is "the most divisive” she
has aver sean and that
mast of e city employ-
ees oppose it The Civil
Sanvice Ment Board votad
3-2 againatcreaton of the
HR department

Howavar, the spokes-
man for the fire depart:
mant snd thie Hast présl-
dent of the Knouville Fra-
1ernal Order of Police sup-



