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Sheriff implores commission to grant bonus to employees

Proposed 51,500 bonus would come

from excess I:ludget funds publc hearing on the po- Chria Caldwell
posed county budget
Spangler requestad using
;’n:m' County Commizsion last abowt 16 million of the  that money
woak 10 permit him © e lefwover salary funds 0 spaend.”

partof a $3 million surplus
in his budget to reward
department employees
with & bomurs

Fnox County Sheritf Tom
Spanger made an impas-
zipned plea to the Knox

City revises police
department's use-
of-force, code of
conduct policies

Friday. Mayor Indya Kincan-
nen oUncEd Updates 1
the Knoxville Police Depart
ments Uss of Force Policy w0
maks i consstent with the
8 Can't Wait campaign. The
campalgn oullings &ight spe
cific use-of-force policas o
reduce police wiokence

Mayer Kincannon said,
“This review is just one step
in my commitment 10 take a
comprahersive 1ok at public
safety in Knowville. Thisis not
a Qne-way coOMWersation. our
aftarts must be intantional
and includa meaningfl com-
munity input”

“KPD is a wall-trained, pro-
feszional and accredited
police department that was
already practicing the major-
ity of the recommendations
of the B Can't Wail campalgn
Thare were, howsver, arsas
whare improvemants were
rs@cdid in the Use of Force
palicy and in the Coda of Con-
duct”

Police Chief Eve Thomas
say3 the new policies have
now been distributed toevery
officar and agreas this is
angther stepn the rightdirec-
tion, 1 am proud of the work
and attantion that our Usa of
Force Commitiee devoted fo
this review,” ahe said

axh

Spesking during a

give aheritt department
employees sbout §1,500
The sherif? said the
bonus would not g@o to

admi

strative personnel

finance drecior, said the
%3 million “doszn’'t mean

He wid the com-
mizsigners the left-over
money should return to the
county fund balance
“Let’s get tp the end of

county we are,”

year begins
iz there 0
reports back

do that”®

Safe Summer Fun

d cctivities i

Tjams has a variety of prog
covering natural freasures,

R

ding dip-netting in ponds, hiking the trails and dis-

New Ijams Nature Center
programs offer fun for all ages

Moin [jams MNature Canier Tor
aafe summer fund The naturs
center i3 offering new programs,
RO FOC K Serambhing and ¢ reak
wallea for famalies, 0 bird watch-
img for beginners, ntroduction
10 bouldaring and ar L programs
for all ages

“We may not be able
gather in large groups, but we

can SUll come DEsher in ways
that allow us to learn and enjoy
the gutdoors,” ljama Exscutive
Diracior Armbear Parker Said
“These programa are perfect
for families who can explors
wgathar as a wnit, or adults
and plder teena who are able 1o
observe diatancing guidelines
and other practoes 1o limt their

oS0 "

Spaca for &l programa i lim-
ited o ensure phyzical distanc-
ing and ljams is following sataty
and sanitzation protocols

In addition i scheduled pro-
grams, ljams naturalsts will
rowe the grounds on Saturdays

— Continued on page 3

Work session questions new northwest school

FITC BY MUk STRELT VLA T
Lawra Squires of Farnagut
sadd her town canmol fight
against 56 Cell Towers on
public right -of-way alone
and begged the Knox Coun-
ty Commission t join in an
effort o stop them,

Netw bodystyie!

e Wi
Lom

The purchass of three nurd lotsin
Harcin Valley was approved for $2 3
million |ast wesk in 8 Fno Co
Commizsion Work Sassion for the
futre sire 0f 2 new noriwest ale
mantary school The purchase
agreament, with Lilian ). Redman,
did not happen wihout questons.
the first dealing with Cowand Wil
Foad there and the other dealng
with the risk of starting a costly new
progec Lin the midstof th pandam:-
ic

Tha matter is on the school
systanm's requests and will ba on
DO Ey'S COMMIESIon Sgenda ior the
recyuirad final approval

Commismsonar Larsan Jay said
the punchass ‘magically appearsd”

=

and asked why now, with 50 many
oher neaded prosec i in the county
hm Sngwdan, Chief Enginear,
said the state will pick up half of
the cost of widening Coward Ml
Apad, about $2 million of the esy
mated §4.5 milion, and the work
should be compigted in about two
yaars as theschool opens.
Commezsioner Evalyn Gil asked
wity the school system i looking 1o
axpand capacity
Russ Qake, the schodl system's
chiaf operatng officer, respondad
that the county has no inent 1o gve
up standard classooms, edding
“Children need that esperiance”
The road work includes widsn-
ing Coward Mil from Pellissipp
Parkway, adding a turning lane,
and extanding the propct o Chuck
Jones Drive. A resclution for the

road work was passad onto today's
meetmg with no recommendabon
for the contract with Cannon and
Cannan, Inc

I pther business the comamig.
si0n haard from several Famagut
residents who pleaded with the
county 0 join their city in objecting
1o the planred 5G coll towers

1 and my neighbors are being
impacied and the town of Farra
gut canmot ight this alone ™ Laura
Squires wkd the commissionera
She urged thecounty © have a ot
maating with ibcal stals legislators

“Thiz is urgent,” she said, addng
s coming 1o your neighborhood!™

Farragut residant Marla Stair-
Wwood said the 5G mwers cause
Faalth problams and anather res-
dantspoke of harm from alectro-
magetsm

Loretta’s Closet is a
r mission for w
women assisting

WOmen w

the year and see whears
Caldwell zaid
Although the new fiscal
uly 1st the
actual year-end balance
may mol be known until
Saptember when the state

“Mow is not the sme
Caldwell =aid,

en by

adding that the county has
furloughed 370 employess
and = now being asked
o gve & bonus o sheriff
employeas. He sad he =
ot opposed 10 the shenfl's
effort but wants to wait "o
the end to see where we
are”

_Continued an poge 2

Size of Knox
Commission
before
Charter
Review
Committee

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
e

Sheuld future Knox County
Commissions be expanded o
aleven disticts and the atdargs
positions ba aliminated?

That was ona of the quastions
about the future of Knox County
gvernmant that the Chartar
Review Committes discussad
Thursday afternoon. The mem-
bars also asked if the teo atiargs
commissioners should be added
10 fuiture charter reviews

Ay decision by the review
committes will go before volers,
poEsitly O i AU SUST balkot

Knox County Law Dirsctor Bud
Armatong aaid, under the cur-
it charter, atlargs members
are bannad from asrving but it
may be possible for them o be
named as citizan mambers by
the other county commeasioners
or by the mayor.

Saveral possible combinations
of the maksup of the future Knox
Cgunty Commissagn were passed
© the law direcior whd will report
back this week with language
and ophons

Suggestions rangad from keap-
ing the current makewup of mne
district commizsioners and two
at-large members, cutting back
0 mingé members, increasing o
aleven or eleven with two baing
atlarge, or even increasing o
ninetean members

Whatever change i3 adopt
ed for the ballot the upcoming
census will cause e districts
© b redrawn 10 apporiion each
equally by population. The review
cCOmmISsion also discussed
having commissaon districs and
school destricts be the same
Law Dwecior Armstrong said the
school board is limited by |aw 10
ng more than 11 membsars.

Thecharter review group meats
this Tuesday 1o haar recommean-
daticns from the law direc or and
continue 10 taka other sugges-
tans on changss 1 the county
charter

ith clothing & tion, & a trip to THE CLOSET
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