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$1,500 bonus for deputies in approved Knox budget

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steebym kmamfocss.com

Knox County Sharit! Tom
Spanger's persistence won
out Wedneaday with a wic-
wrious splil vole grantng
a bonus o his deputes
The county commiszion
also passed the amended
budget that included the

Changes
at PARC
demanded
by some
citizens

By Mike Stealy
Senior Witer

Ori the haels of revised Knox-
vilie Police Use of Force proce-
dures, soma local citzens feal
thasa raforms are not anough
and ket a maeting of PARC Know
3000 & loud and verbal confron-
tation Thursday avening

Meating publically for the firat
tima this ysar dus t© COVID-19
the Polica Advisory and Review
Committes voted 10 approve
Mayor Indya Kincannon's salac-
tion of Lakenya Middlsbrook as
axecutive director. There had
besn 18 applications for the
pezition and Middlsbrook told
Thié Focusshe thought Jong and
hard” bafone accapting the posi-
ton

PARC Chair Rosa Mar wal
comed Middisbrook and & new
member, Kan 5t Garman, to the
group and 1ol tha new direclor
ahe"a facing many changing aitu-
atigns ahaad for the body and the
pobca dapartmeant

Police Chief Eve Thomas
detaled the changes in the Use
of Force policy that were made
pliowing a meeting ahe had with
Mayor Kancannon. Policy chang-
@3 and updates include ban-
ning choke holds, de-escalaton
aining, warning before shoot-
ing exhausting all options before
use offorce, banning shooting at
g g w , and comprehen-
sive reporting by officars

PARC member Jerrod Croom
addressed several concerns
saying that a police officer s
g hagher or lower tham me " He
ashed i a mport s mouirsd whan
an officer draws a gun on some-
ome. The police chief said that
i ichan recuires 10 ba notad on
areport

Knoxville citzens spoke and
damandsd mona changas in the
police department and the PARC
mambarship and duties

Maura Connelly said PARC
ahould have Independent pOwers,
tha camiplaint form resds chang-
ing, and PARC should become

She did it!

After serving Kiouyille for ove
Page Pratt lias opensd Ler own compeaure.
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LONUS Payments durning the
apecial sss3ion

The shenffs department  In
dscovered itwasending the
fiacal year with & $3 milion
aurphsz and was requesting
that $1.5 millon of that go
o B20 deputies Spangler
appealed to the commis-
sion's midmonth work ses-
zign fior approval o gve his
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frontline offi
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a3 & bonus

aarhar
ng. Knox County Mayor
Glenn Jacobs presarted a
reduced county budgat and

n December. The mayor

gne-tme bomuez might be

revanus then
meat-

§750 bonus 0
cers i ba paid

an additonal

consdened dependng on

“IFm not backing down,”
Spangler sad W Jacobs
and nofed the county is
lg=ing exparienced depu-
ves 1 other East Ternes-
=ae |aw anforcement agen-
cies because of the depari-
ties in pay and retiremeant

Spangler, backed by a

eventally, seven of

ineary December

Caldwell sided with
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Congresssman Tim Burchent and Knox County Contmissioner John Schoonmaker mieet with attend-
ees af the GOP headguarters at 5710 Kingston Pike.

Knox County GOP celebrates
re-opening of headquarters

By Ken Lay

was nOTonly s firstdayg of
SUMMEr birtitwss 3 dey for the
¥nox County Republican Party
0 calabrate e g and reopan-
ing of itz headquartars in 'Weat
Encoville

t was a warm and slight
Iy humid day but that didn’t
dampen apirits as the local
GOP calabrated the re-opan-
ing of ita headquariers, which
clpzed in March due o the
COVID-19 pandemic

Mussc played and f0od was

available for purchasze thanks
10 @ 1o0d truck provided by
Johin Gabrie!

Sevaral slected officiala and
candidates wh are runmng n
the wpcomng August elecbon
were on hand 0 meet voters
and ¢ ampaign volurlears

The building that houses
headqguarters was gpen as
party officials including Knox
Cgunty Republican Party Chaer-
man Randy Face and Knox
County Republican Women
Fresident Manuela Ftacek

drew numbers for door prizsa
and othar Fnos County Repu.
b &N 30ld menchandiss includ-
ing hats, tahirts, bumper stick-
ars and ink pans

Ptacek organized the mest
and great which was held on
Saturday, June 20 And she did
it in a quick fashion

‘| was on a vacaton and
30meons said that we wantyou
i organze thes and you have a
weak and a half " Piacek said

contingent of deputies,
spoke out again at |ast
weak's gpan mesbng and,

commissioners agreed
The bonus, sbout $1,500
per deputy below the rank
of captan, will be peid out

Finance Director Chris

ayor and, jUst pror D the
wois, zaid the §1.5 mallion
could come from & comibi-
nation of anticipated state
funding and the unspent
Trainy day funds® set saide
Ly the county. He adjusted
the proposad §848 million
budget up o cover the allo-
cation
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Election
office
prepares
for
August

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
e

The upcoming August & local
ganaral alacion and State and
fadaral pnmaries may s one of
the most trying in recent histo-
ry notonly for votsrs but espe-
cially for the Knox County Elec-
tion officials and poll workers

The raw Administrator of
Blections, Chrs Davis, 1o the
Know County Election Comimis-
=i0n recantly about the chal-
langes of this yaar. Hiring pall
wiorkers and training new and
auisting staff on the new papar
ballat systam and its equip-
ment would be a challengs on
its own without considering
the limitations imposad during
the COVID-19 pandamie and
the huge increass in requests
for abzenise ballots. Twenty-
four bovaes ane Sat Dack for the
sxpactad abasntes ballots, esti-
mated now at mone than 7,500

Thes election office has baen
training poll workers, about
12 at a time, n the Downiown
Wast offica. Addtional Space
and gne more rpom ane baing
prepared in the Old Courthouss
© handle incoming results and
0 stgre the paper ballot boves
Countng the absaniee baligts

—  Continue on page 4

Community task force discusses
reopening Knox County Schools

By Ken Lay

The Knox County 3chool
Systam ook andther step ward
possibly regpening its doors in
August, as scheduled, Wednes-
day night.

The achools’ community taak
force hald the first of its two
schaduled public maatings and
mulled through data from a
countywida survey, which ok
place from batween Juns 1159
and was conducted onling. The

YRS

A Prau Family Co.

mesting was held at the Sarsh
Smpson Professional Develop
mant Carntar

The community focus group
is one of several such groups
involved in the decision on
when © open schools. closad
since March by the Coronavi-
rus pandamic, and how things
are going w ook once schools
reopan. Thare are also other

focus groups comprised of
teachers, students and school

administrators

Enox County Schools Super
intencant Bob Thomas said
that hiz goal is © hawve schoolz
open by Aug 10, which s the
schedubed start dats for the fall
SEMEstar

“Our ultmate goal is 1o opan
and hava studants in the build-
ing on Aug. 10° Thomas said
“Is going 1o look diffarent

°1 think wa all agres that the
best way that learning takes

E]
Tenants
Chaice.
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place = when the teacher is in
the classroom with his or har
studants ™
While the superintandent
wants the schools W reopen
with full classrooms. which
may not happen, the task force
will consider three options as
schocls prepans 10 reopan and
those optons include traditon-
al reapaning remote dstance
learning and a hybrid modal
L on poge 3
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