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Has Burlington been forgotten?

By Mike Steely e s -
S:nuhﬁter Hspanic. The area was annexed  bamoaned the lack of funds n ﬂ' ;“:x‘::;fm
info the city in 1917 the new budgst for Burlington Knexville as

The residents of Burlington are The lapse in attemtion waz  Vice Mayor Gwen Mckenoe shown two years
wondering if the City of Fnowville  broughtup at a recentcity coun-  said there are $587,000 com- ago by the East
has abandonad them cil mesting When Councilwom-  munity funds left gver from the Tennessee Design

Funds were granted back two  an Amelia Parker aaid the nearby  curentbudgst for Burlingion and Cetiter's proposal
years ago for business facade Magnoba Streetscape Project thecity is adding more bring it 1o the neighbor-
rengwations and the city offered resulted in discord and anger in - about $612000 hood. The “oval®
a tax credit for rehabilitaton of  the Burlington community, Vice In 2018 the Burlington in the pletire is
structures. But since then, the Mayor Gwen McFenzie replied Residents Association and the Speedivay Cir-
2 18aquare mile community with  the efforts there “have been Eaat Tennessee Deaign Center cle, designed by
more than §.000 ressdents, has  spaced out too far” neld public meetings and came Cal Joknson asa
bean waiting for help “It's bean two years since we  up with idess for the area. Amang h track

Sixty-fve percent of the people  had community input and we  those was the rehabilitaton of Y years ago
in Burlington are Afrnican Amen-  nesd 10 @8t that agan” ahe said and mow limed
can, 25%are White and 4.5%are  Councilwoman  Parker JRrr—
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Knox County
hearing set
for July 16

By Mike Steely
Senar Writer

The COMID-12 pandemic
saw the closure of courtsin
Tennesses. SOMe cours have
oparad with limited Seating
racantly and the EMers vs
Fro County lawsuit, whch
has bean in imbo for several
months, finally appears on
the Chiancery Court Docket

Duning the Knox County
Pansion Board mesting Tuesday
the board's atiormey, John
Owings, sad that July 16 at
930 am, is the new date and
time The hearing is 1 rule on
& monon D dismiss filed by
Knge County and the Persion
Board regarchng a class action
lawsuit agairst the county
filed by thirtesn citizens

The |awsLit charges that
actions taken by Knox County
Mayor Glenn Jacobs and
tha Knox County Board of
Commizsioners wara ilagal
whan thay pulled the Knox
County Law Department
out of its 2uit againat
the penaion boand

Since the law direcior's office
was pulled cut of the case
the mayor hired an outside
atiornay, John P Valliant,

0 reprasant the county
Owings, followng a closed
door maating with the pension
board, askad for and received
PErIiESiOn 10 Inarvena on
behalf of the board. Chancary
Court Judge John Weaver
permitied Owings © take part

While @ heanng date on
dismissal and a reply Trom the
iuzBn Group atormy, Tom
MeFarland, had bean Sat,
delsys and the COVID-19 Phase
One statewsde mandate had
further delaysd the hasring
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Famlly FightS Frustration: caring
Jor aloved one from afar during pandemic

By Mike Steely

SeniorWiiter
symekno

He's finally back home and recow-
aning but the difficulties and worries
that his family faced whiks ha 'was in
the hospital during the pandemic B
a haartwranching story that must
e told

The BE-year-okd West Knowvillian
lay in Parkwest Medical Cantar sav-
eral weaks agn awaiting surgary for
s broken hip. Mostly deaf and con-
fusad Franklin Daves Wills was alons
and could have no visitors bacausa
of hospital policy due © the corona-
wirus pandamic

One of hes daughters, Meay Short-
@f, was panched and cONCerned
about her 7T-year-old mother want
ing to be with Wills during the ordeal
Missy and her husband, Mike, began
a frustrating effort 1o ses her father

“Wa've been frying i gat in to 38e
hirr.” shae ol The Focus. With the
halp and sdvice of Knox County Com-
measoner Charles Busler she was
raaching out © anyona who could

L on poge 4

Missy Shorter visits with her father,
Franklin Dallas Wills, following
weeks when mo  family  member
could see him in the hospital during
the COVID-19 shur dows. Finally
Fvme, the 85-year-old man is back
with family and doing better. Photo
courtesy of Mike Shorter.

KCS2021budget reluctantly passed

By Amy Box Fellhoelter

The overall mood of last
‘Wednesday's Knox County
Board of Education special
called budget mesting can be
summed Th wo Senignces
spokan by Supsrintendant Bob
Thomas “The quiook 2 gnm, We
are facing a $20 million project
&d revanus shortfall and we are
balancing a budget with less rev-
anug than the currant year " He
addad the |ast time the school
budget reflectad these two

factors was in FY1992 Due 1o
the economic downewing of the
COVID=1% pandemic, a recuc tion
of $2 805,000 from the curmnt
2020 budget wes refieced inthe
FY2l proposal

Eight of tha nina mambars
were present for the two and one
half hour meeting which was hald
on the first fioor of the Andrew
johnaon Building. Tony Morman
was unable 1 atend or join the
discussion dus 1o tachnical dif-
ficulties

2707 Woodbine Avenue

Knoxville, TN 37914 in Edrol Hgts
48D, 2.5BA, 1,654 sqft
MLS 1110424 £130,000

The supsnnisndent sdmitied
o frustrating timea but encowr-
aged members staing “We wil
b praspaned upon school opan-
ing provided we have a normal
opening. Bvan it we dor 't have a
nonmal opening we will ba pra-
pared for that as well, We will be
ready

Thamas amphasized his dis-
appointment with the budgets
inability W fund an across-the-
board salary incraasa, ELA text
Lok sdopuon, the enfancemant

of ATl services, and additonal
mental health services. Thomas
stated that every effort was
mads 10 Nol make culs © the
clamarpom. Although $T00.000
was cut from the salanes of some
HCS amployess, S180 incre ases
were leftin the budget for cer-
ufied and classified parsonnal
The construction projects of
#drian Burnett, Lonsdale and
hior thwest slemantary schooks
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