Knox County for a loved one from afar during pandemic

hearing set
for July 16

By Mike Steely

Senior Writer

The COVID-19 pandamc
aaw the closure of courts in
Tennassae. S0me courts have
opaned with imitad seating
recantly and the Etters v
¥nox County lawswit, whach
ham bean in limbo for ssveral
monihs, finally appaars on
the Chiancery Court Docket

During tha Knox County
Panaion Board mesting Tuesday
the board's atiormay, John
Owings, 3ad that July 16 at
30 am s the raw date and
U The Pwaring 13 0 ruls on
a monon © S3MiEs hed by
unty and the Panson
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Ha's fimally back home and recov-
enng but the difficulties and wornes
thathis family facsd whiks hewasin
the hospotal during the pandemic =
& heartwrenching story that must
ba toid

Thes BS-yaar-okl Wast Fnoxvillian
lay in Parkwest Medical Center sev-
eral weeka agn awaiting surgery for
his brokan hip. Mostly daaf and con-
fuman, Franklin Devis Wills wea alone
and could have no visitors becauss
of hospital policy dus 10 the corona
wirus pandemic

One of his daughters, Masy Short-
ar, was panckad and concernad
about her 77-year-old mother want:
g 0 e with Wills churing the orceal
Missy and her husband, Miks, began
a trLEw ating atiort 10 568 her tather

“Wi've bean wying 1 get in 1o 566
him,” sha wld Tha Focus. With the
el and advics of Ko




