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Knox Health Board mandates masks

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
teelymn

Wedneaday's meeting of the
Knox County Board of Haalth saw
masaks being required in most

indoor buminesses to flatien the
surge of COVID-19 but the effort

IEAW 30Me resstance
The boards

Fhase Two for the county. She

ssamed the only one in chargs
County

writil Jume when the Knox
Law Depariment fo
=zeck approval of the Board of

ty Board of Health vowed w0
squire mask wesring in mosat
public places, esampting staie-
fimanced schools and churches

All of the board membera, led

Deputy Law Dwecior
Morton who called the action
tional, vague and

Myars

Mot weanng & mask inzide a

OWners, employees and cLsm
ars

The day before the board's
Frowille Mayor Indya Kin
on maued 3 mask requirs-

invglvement
goes back 10 orders issued by
r. Martha Buchanan in March o
instwtng Phase One and then

Health

The board then paused Buchan-
an's efforts and accepted Gover-
nor Bill Lee's “Tennesase Medge”
campaign. Last week the rumber
ID-159¢casessurged and, in
an emergency mesting the Knox

by Dr. Patrick O'Brien and Dr
lames E. Shamiyah, voted 10
approve the mask requirements
except Knox County Mayor Glenn
Jacobs, who voted To”

The board's sclion was strong-
¥ opposed at the mestng by

mEcdamaanor
fine or even jail tme. Dr

ruling applies o

KCS Task Force meets again to discuss
students’ return in fall

By Ken Lay

The Fndx County Sehools
Commurety Task Forcs had one
final pubhs mesing o dacuss
optons for recpening schools
on Monday, June 29

It was tha second meating
and & follow-up © e inital
meeting held on June 24 &t the
Sarah Simpson Professional
Trairang Cantar

In the first masting mem-
bars of the task force, which
5 chaired by Dr. Jarry Askaw
of Allisnce for Better Nonprof-
its, mulled through data col-
jsctad from an onling commu-
ity SUrvey N e Kno County
Schoots websits The task force
membars were ask 0 come
i with questions based on

50 pages formation. The
survey had 30,000 partk ta
The questions pre

by membara of the task force
reauliad in creating even more
JUESLONS aboul reopening
Knox County Schools, which
weare closed in March, in the
rES10T e SHrng Semastar

“We were asked t0 react i
and study the data” Askew
said. “Wa ware asked 10 come
up with questiona, and thoss
questions have led o more
Cpeslions

Filling in the GAP

Grandparents As Parents take care of kids
when Mom or Dad can’t

By Bill Howard

Probably jew would disegres
that while there ars many dif
ferant circumstances in which &
up and do wall, the
ent 1o ba rased
in = with two responaible and

o lved parents
Ot coursa,

has the lwwry of living in such
an arrangament. & number of
avants or cifcumslances can
limit. or QULRght prevant, & panent
from baing invelved in the child's
upbringing. Soma childran wind
upir

WWW. Ta ywarner

not avary child

ioster care, U wall krnown

e LN

"865. 457.0704

TR BY KR LA
Knox County Schools Executive Director of Student Supports Jason Myers addresses the districts
Community Task Force at a meeting in South Knoxville last week. He discussed o multitnde af issues
including how to serve students with disabilities and heath profocols as the schools prepare to reopen
i the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.

1o redpan the dstnict schools
at the board's regular ses=on
meeting on July 15

A wida array Of DPics was
cowered in lasiweek'a mesting

Artandance will De hiretsd due
o pihymac al distancing protocoks
The mestng wil, however, be
strearmad on the KOS walksite
¥ngoe Courty Schools Super-
ntendent Bob Thomas will
than make the decsion on how

Askaw will prasant the task
force’s findings 10 the Knox
County Board of Education at
its work 3ass:0n maatng on
‘Wedneadsy, luly & That meet-
ing will be held at 5 pm_ at
the Andraw Johnson Building

t the foster care system has stared 20 years ago, and the
array of ou @s, rang-  purpose of it s 10 support grand
ing from being a God-send 10 a  parents and other redatives ras.

nightmare

Qther kids wind up with vari
ous fa mambars, including
increasingly, grandparents, Ir
Ko Cowrty, a%in other places
such canragivers have a valuable
resgurce © help them. The pro-
gram = Grandparents As Far-
ants - is a partof tha Communi-
ty Action Commitise's Office or
aging. GAP's program manager
s Tracy Van da vata

“Grandparents As Parents

.$25,744

M-ﬂ_l-lr-_
0% Snanoing up o 73 mond

ng a family mamber sz their
child,” sad Van de Vaie. "It also
could bs an aunt uncla, o sibling
that is raming a youngsr sibling
because of all sorts of reasons ”

Wa connect pedinks 1O resourc -
e3 and services,” Van de Vaie
said. ‘Bafore Covid19 wa had
attual in-parson SUppart group
meetings. Now we're doing a
weakly confarance call meating
30 that they can connect with

- 689-6254

ROMN WELCH

215 Gresnway Dr.
A

public building could reault
charge and a $50
¥ Brien
told the mesting he didn't want
anyone 10 be charged and sug-
gested izsuing a warming The
business

na mentfor any city-owned or leased
bukdings

The order took effect Friday
but just hours after Wednes-
day's ruling Knex County Sheriff

— Continue on page 3

Masks, cameras,
appointments at
City Council

ki
steshymlonoafocus, com

Tusday's City Council masting ol
owing an houreng discusson on
KUEs future, saw Mayor indya Kincan-
non addrass har recent ofder raquir
WOna in a oty building 10 wear
& mask

Tha mayor noted that over the past
twer weaks cases of COVID-19 have
doubded in the county and callsd that
a big uptick " The order appdies 1 al
city-orwnad or s asad buildings and sha
sad it applies not o employees
but anyons amaring the buildings
v the explicit suthority bt

“1dan th
EVETYONE should wear & mask a3
B EOMMOn couwrtesy,” Finc annon said,

I want to lead by example ”
of acdded that e Ber
ng a city building without & mask wil
be gwan ona to wear

Thiis Orches 30

apply 10 ehildren
under 12 years old or peophs with a
qualifying medical condition. She aaid
tha city widild b putting SIgrs up.

Latar laat wask, Mayor Kincannan
extended the maak order to all city
buses and rollias. If iders don t hava
one tihey wil be gwen amask

She alzo said that a provider has
bean salactad in e saarch 1or Lody
cameras for the police department

Mz, Ermal
Stanley on her
porch fune 24,
Mz Stanley —
ar "Dagie,”a
mickname her
father gave her
— hias been a
GAP client for
five years, She's
Iween raising
Fer 14-year-old
granddavghter
far about ten
years. “The
mectings they
Fave are so
beautiful.” she
sanlid. = You're
there with ather
preople who are
s the sanie
sifuaiion.”
Photo by Bill
Howard.
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