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Haslam family gift will support insurance for student laptops

A SENEFOUS @1 from the Haslam
family will help economically disad-
vantaged families obtain insurance
for new Chromebooks that will be
provided to all K-1 2students in Knox
County Schools

Earlier this year, the Knox County
Board of Education and Fnox County
Commizzon approved a 1.1 plan
that will make a Chromebook com-
puter available i each KOS student in
grades K-12 startng in August

While that plan makes Chrome-
books avalable at no cost, families
will b= gven the OpIcn 10 Duy Insur-
ance for $30. This insurance will
pifeet the cost of repars or a iptal
oss 0f the device, which would resuit
n acharga of §200

Recognzing that some famlies

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym

Old Sguth High School, aban-
domed for years unil developer Rick
Dover bought it officially opanad

miay find it et 1o pay for raur
ance, the Haslam famiy will provide &
$900,000 gift i offsst the costof that
irsurance for Knox County's neediest
familiea. The joint gift iz being mads
by Matalie and Jim Haalam Des and
Jmmy Haslam former First Lady
Crizzy Haalam and former Gov. Bill
Healam: and Ann Haslam Balsy and
Swve Balay

“The Haslam family has always
been strong advocates of educaton
and of Fnox County 3chools in par-
ticular,” said Superintendent Bob
Thomas. “This gift contnues their
legacy of supporting our students,
and we're deaply grateful for thair
generosity. By providing insurance
fior families wiho otherwise could not
ationd it we beleve this @it will gve

.

Cohen.

Thuraday with a ribbon cutting
Dover, wiho alsg developed Kngxwille
High School inid a semor living facil-
ity, ook the 1837 South High School
and rengvated the facility, designed
originally by Charles Barber, into a

Dover weloomes everyone o the opening of South
High Semior Living Old Sowth High School has been
totally renovated with 62 rooms. Photo Cowrtesy of Mike

ST@ns paace Of mend 10 fully uihize
their Chromebooks and t0 enhance
their lzarmang.”

In a statemant, the Haslam famaly
said, “Equal access 1O educalion is
critcal, and this includes the technol-
Oy 00 that helpstucents arm We
want 1 ansure that &l Knox County
studenta feel comfortable and confi-
dant wtilizing the new Chromaebooks
for enrichad learming, and wa hope
that the coverage of insurance fees
will allow &l SCents 1D conSEtantly
utiliza their Chromebogks. Az a family,
we are ahways humbled 1o being sble
1o halp ampowes our youth and con-
tnwa O give ham a strongar and
equal foundaBon from which they can
achieve ™

atate-pi-the-art azaiated lving facil-
ty

The South High Senir Living
facility i3 now ke new” and has
B2 rooma and 28 of thoze are for
Memary Cara

&
The Haslam farily from lefi to right: Bill Haslam, Steve
and Amn Bailey, Ny, Dee, Natalie, Hm amd Crissy
Haslam

KCS unveils
reopening plan
for 2020-21

BY Ken Lay

¥nox County Schools urvailed its reopaning plan
st the board of education's regular session meeting
Wadnesday at the Andrew Johrson Building

‘While tha schools will opan, the schood year won't
begin a3 scheduled. Classes will beginon Aug 17 a
weak later than expactad and KOS Suparintandant
Bob Thomas urgad parants and students 1o be patisnt
when things finally @&t going

“Tm asking all of our stakaholdars for grace. Its not
going o be perfact on the first day,” Thomas 3ad.
wish |twould be perfect, but it probably won the

Although schooks ares|ated 1 opan, the plan, which
was relesssd prior 10 the mesting on the KCS web-
site and on 15 50¢ial media outhets, INcIuGes & virtLial
learning option

Farenta and students wishing o participats in
FamoNE Warning must anrall in this Virial Lsarming
Program by Wedneaday, July 22 Swidents whi salsct
the remota learning option must remain in te program
for at least the fall samastar

“if atudents @ into remote learming, they have o
stay there for the whols 3amester,” Thomas 2aid. “We
wanad 1 Uy 10 ramain as fauble as wa coud, but
they’ll have © stay for the firat sameatar

“We tried to hizten D everybody and incorporate s
much of whatwa haard into this plan and give the par-
ents choices ”

Remgote learning will continue regardless of COVID-19

- @ (Continue onpage J

3 of 5 Board of Health Benchmarks turn red

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer

are red
the number of COVID-19 cases

ndic ating upswings in

motion. Myers answered, “Its a
recommendation ”

department
She amd, with thatlag people

‘s everywhers,” Shamiysh
said of the virus outbreak and

With three of the five COVID-
19 benchmarks showing as red
lighvts imi tha Froswville ragion the
¥nox County Board of Health
has ssued a list of recommaen
dations, including continuing
ita mask mandate, and voted
‘Wednesday 10 begin meetng
wea kly rathar than bi-waeakly

Kmox County Health Depart-
ment Director Dr. Martha Buchan-
an intraducad the “raffic light”
aymbol months ago but this i
tha first time threa of the indica-
10rs are shown in 25 astop or rad
light Thres of the benchmarks

2615 Greenway Dr.
oo at Broadway

an increase in deaths and lag:
ging test results. While capacity
o deal with the pandemic @i a
“green” hght the capacity of hos
pitalz was indicated in “yellow”
OF Cauton

Dr Jamas Shamiyeh, chiaf
guality officer of the University
Health 3ystems, was successiul
i introducing a teo-paga "Com-
munity Education Recommen-
daton” which want into effect
Thursday. The unanimaws vos on
the guidslings g@ot Knox County
Mayor Glenn Jacobis “Yes® vots
afer Jacobs asked Deputy Law
Director Myers Morton about the

2020 FORD F-150

Supercrew, 4X4

lacobs had been the lone "No”
wote on the initial mazk require-
ments 1o the county

Knox County Health Depart
ment Director Dr. Martha Buck-
hannon weld the board the
county has recalved a §7.1 mil
ion COVID-18 grant @ help
deal with the kocal upsurge and
that Tunding will @& 10 e Knox
County Commizsion for approv-
al. 5he said thatone of the test
ng companies has pulled out
of ipcal testing and switched ©
Mashville testing. She said that
1531 rasults have bean 0o slow in
being reported tack 1 the health
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il Pord factory rebais sl
Fard credit ARamang o sheoes
0% Brnancing up o 72 meeths

who were tesied are out and
about” before results are report
ed back 10 the department

Sha also noted that during the
two weeks between board meet
ings the number of deaths have
increased from five © 15

Or. Shamiyeh asid wsar-
ing masks = "so fundamantal-
Iy important” Ha said that 52
paople of every 1.000 cases
in the region will be hospital-
ized and hospital capacity is
decressing He said hospitals
are expariarcing “staff fatigue”
and Dr. Buchanan indicatad that
includes her staff

said local hospitals are coord)
nating efforts tolook atcreating
adchtional space. He sad when
local health efiorts settle down
the winua spikes again, sesss off
and than spikes again

Mayor Jacobs described the
effort &8 “buying tme untl we
have a vaccine” and called the
incraase in cases “pratly alam-
ing.*

Buchanan said the health
dapartmant i3 gelling reparts
from eitizens about businesses
nat fllewing COVID-19 require-
mants and 3aid those businasses
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CLEANERS

Comforters, Drapes, Quills & More
In Fountain City
Full Service Dry Cleaner & Laundry
688-2191 www.hallscleaners.net




