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Early voting totals higher than expected

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer

Early wvoting ended
Satwrday and Knox County
residents have urned gut
in large numbers despite
the COVID-19 pandemic
“Overall, turmpui hasz
been much higher than
anticipated,” Chris Davis,
Administratgr of  the
Knox County Election
Commission told The Focus
Friday, He added, "We're

‘There’s
a train
wreck

heading

our way’

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steel

The Knox County Board
f Health's ruling Wednes-
day 10 closs all bars for two
waaks, which ook effect
Sunday at midnight, was
discussed at length during
thair maating butonky afer
the board successfully
mioved 10 rebut @ proposal
by Mayor Glann Jacobs

In mandating the closure
Mayor Jacols wias the S0l
“Ne” vt

Jacoba offered a motion
10 POSTPONGE T Mesting 1or
a wesk and hold & public
mesting in the City-County
Buikding with a pubdic forum
Ha read the propossl which
clamed the Eoand of Haalth
" Mo powertul than e
Fnox County Commession,
the Fngwville City Council
and any Othar body that
Eowerms Qur community ”
Jacoba = & member of the
board but said the body is
“virtwally unacopuntable ior
its actiona” and ‘does not
currarty allow for in-parsan
Input during its meetings

The mayors proposal
came at the beginning of
the boards meeting and
he noted the group was
“unelected” andhas nodue
process ipr publc inpurt, He
sald that emails 10 mem
bers ‘is not the same” as
puilec input and are “unac
coptable "

Dr. Buchanan respond-
ed hat the main assem
by room n tha City-Coun-
ty building doea not offer
enforced distancing

Althaugh the board voled 10
conaider the Jacobs motion
the physicians on the board
responded with thair disap-
proval

Dr. Patrick O'Brian said

pleasad that voters have
taken advantage of Early
Woting.”

A3 of Friday morning
Dawves reported thal 28,729
pecple have voted early
in perzon and that 7,183
voled by absentee balloL
The total, with Frday and
Saturday trnout not yet
counted, brings the wia
number of early vpiars to

Primaryasw 13151 people
casiballots. People voung
n the ¥nox County General
Election only numbered
359

Downtown West
accounted for the heaviest
wotes at 7,132 followed by
Farragut and Mew Harvesat
Market

As the county prepares
for the General Election

changea. Frecinct 58
formarly at the Heiskall
Unitad Methodst Church in
narth Kngxville, has been
moved © Copper Ridge
Blameantary School at 2502
East Brushy Valley Road
Fountain City voters at
Precinct 34 will not be
woting at the Fountan City
Library. The voting has

36.012 The Republican
Primary
voiers and the Democratic

saw 23,402

woting thes Thursday Davia
= reminding voters that
there are iwo precinct

been moved to Cantral High
School at 5321 Jacksboro
Fike

BT MIEEETE

The driveway to the Karns Senior Citizens Center is limed
with palitical signs on both sides of the narrow entrance.
Turnout for Early Voring across Knox Cownty has been
higher than expecied despite the COVID-19 pandemic,

o Anre Lavender of the TVA Retirees Association led the annowcement of the Solway Veterans Memorial. The

project is expected to be completed this fall.

Solway Veterans Memorial announced

By Mike
Seriiir Wiiter
C0Mm

The conatruction of 8 new Vet
erana Memonal was anngunced
Thursday morning at the Solway
Baptist Church and the long-sgught

project had taken the efforts of
many people, organizations and
busInesses

The Splway Wetsranz Memoni-
al will conamat of a wall with all 3x
military amblams emblazed on it
When the new Space Force emblem

i= available itwill be added. Asmall
walkway with a cowrtyard and
benchas and a plagua with contribue
for names will be placed on the site

Construction may be complated

Canfil oan page 4

Former narcotics chief under
investigation granted retirement

Mike Steel
gnlurw\-ter v

The Knox County Retirement and Pen-
sign Board voted unanimously Monday
afiernoon © approve retrement Den
afita for 3 Knox County sssistant chisf
although the former head of the Narcotcs:
Division s under FB investgaton

Attorney John Owings told the board
that ha had consuled Knox County Law
Diractor Richard [ Budl) srmstrong and, at
this time, there is N0 cause 10 dany the
banafits

David Handsrson sacved 26 yaars with
the sheriff s department. He was releved
of his duties with the narcotics uriLin Jar
uary of 2019 and reassignad © the Spa-
cial Sarvices Unit, He served under three
sharifts and Sheriff Tom Spanger notad
that the FBI investigation bagan befors
he. Spanger, became chiet

A3 an assstant chef Henderson was
making about $113 000 per year and
appisd for reurement one day after the
FBI wivaSuZaton Dacame pubdc

Owinge sad that a hold on Handenson's
retirement benefita iz not justfied “atthe
ume” and thatwasechosd by atorney Bill
Mason. Owings said the board could stop
pension payments in the futune and there
are gther achons av ailable should the FB!
investigation resut in a verdct

Craangs gave no updall 1 the pansion
board on the Etters va Knox County case
in Chanoary Court although argumeants
are now scheduled for Thursday at 230
a.m. Tha board suthorized Owings ©
intervena in tha case where a group of
€ iliBeNS aFe SusnE the Knos County Mayor
and COommisson over actons laken O
sop the law drector's suit agaimst the
board
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Closed meeting to discuss

By

Senior Writer
seelymiikng

The Knox County Board
of Haalth and Knox County
Health Department will
s with e Knox County
Law Department in an
emcutve session indy ©
hamar o lawsuit fled by tao
Fnom County plastic sur-
geones. Mayor Glenn Jacobs
notifiac the Board of Health
of the closed meeting with
county attomeys duning the
Wadnasday meating

The closed-door session
bagins at B pm. n reom
640 of tha City-County
Building

The two physicians,
Stavan Smith and Jason
Hall, are suing Dr Martha

KCHD lawsuit today
Mike Steely

Buchanan, director of the
Health Department and
Dr Jack Goicher, charman
of the Board of Health
The sast claims that health
mandates imposed by the
board are “arbitrary and
caprcious,” the mask mar
daw i3 unconstitutonal,
and the rights of the doc-
wrs ae beng niringed
1= <4

The =surt was filed on
July 24 by Atiproey Dand
Harrara and mantions the
board using “falze posi-
tive” test results as posi-
e

Mayor Jacobe, & member
of tha Board of Health, was
the anly mambsar 1o wote
“HE' on @ mask mandate

DIRECT DEPOSIT

TAKES YOU WHERE

YOU WANT TO GO

LOAN PAYMENTS
WViewe and makee koo
payments online or
through the mobile app.



