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As the West High Rebels practice Wedsesday, one coach can be seen wearing a mask, and the scoveboard resminds all what year it is,
The high school football season is scheduled to start this week despite the coronavirus pandemic. Please see high school previews for
Sfootball, volleyball, girls' soccer and girls" cross country in Sports and Recreation, Section B, of this week'’s Focus,

Pressure? New Central head coach says
T,

By Steve Williams

Tha saason opanar is days
away and his feslings could
change as kickoff tima nears
Fricday night.

After all, Central's footbal
team has won back-to-back
Class 54 state championships
and 1T will ba Mick Craney's first
timea on the sidslines as a high
achool head cosch

HEll b close 10 B5 miles from
frisndly Fountain City, too

But whean asked if he was f=el-
INg aiy pressine, Craney didn't
guip or biink

°| feel excitad first and fore-
MOSL™ ha Said rom his coach's
office sfter a preseason morm-
ingpractce. He alsp was siting

FAM.LLY.

. “Forget About Me I Love You * .. the foundation of

the Central High football program,

pahind the same desk that
Bry=on Rosasr had occupied the
paatmxseasons, during certain-
Iy one of the Most Successhul
eras in the achool's proud his-
tory

T doici Wl 107 o playars. 1'm
ancited for where the program
= at and homestly for where
the program 1S @oing " added
Craney, who ssrved =a defen-
aive coordinator in Central's

he’s excited

thraa nips 10 the stats finaks in
the past faur yaars

Craney said he feals fortunats
o ba part of a program that has
had succezson and off the field
He's also proud © have helped
buikd the current foundaton of
that program

When Rosser left Central for
family reasons, Cranay was
named interim head coach and
It it be Known hi wanted 1o
corTtinue the program's “family”
found ation

“I'm axtramaly axcitéd and
hanastly the pressure iz not
apmething that I'm gong 0
wOIry aboul” said Cranay )

— Continue on page 2

Appointed law director amendment
to go on November ballot

By Mike Steely
Senior Wrier
4

In & 15-9 vote ‘Wednesday,
the Knox County Charier Review
Commities was successiul in
puttingan “sppointad” law dinsc-
tor amendment on the Novem
Gar ballot. I passed, tis amend
ment would require the board of
education and the county com
mission © hire thadir own ator

mities also voted,
231 1o requirs the county mayor
tosubmitalistof ail his sxpendi-
twres of $100.000 or lesson the
marithly commission aganda as
& Spresd of Record item

The committes votad, on a
maton by mambar Lisa Star-
buck. 10 make sure & mayor

cannot remove an elected law
chirector Two cit@ens spoke in
public forum before the voie
with Todd Frommeyer saying
that if Mayor Glenn Jacobs can
firee newly-elected Law Director
David Buuck then Buuck could
have the shoriest Brm as law
dirscior in history

Law Director Richard (Bud)
Armstrong assured the body
hatl the mayer cannot fire the
elected law director but could
name a replacement, approved
by county commission, shoukd
Buuck leave office before hia
erm expires. Armstrong said
all the provisions in the amend-
ment. if paseed by the public in
MNowembar, would not ba affec-
tives untll Saplamber 1. 2024
He =aid he could add that
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clanfic ation to the amandment
language if the Fewew Commii
e agreed and they did

Attornay James Crain spoke
on behalf of an elec ed law direc-
or, saying that a separaie atior-
ney appointed by the mayor plus
one each for the school system
and the county commission
could double the legel cost o
e county

“The presantsituation ismuch
more favorable,” he said

Charter Review Commities
Chairman Bran Andars said ha
alzo had an email from boerd of
aducation member Mike McMil-
lan prior © the maatng urging
the commitise not &0 put an
appaintad law director amand-
mant on tha ballot, yet Anders
did not read the message 1o the

2020 FORD ESCAPE  $20,973

e For falary bl or eidoss
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Andersaad an appointed law
direcior could be approved or
dismizsad by a request from the
mayor o the commission and
a 50% plus one vote from that
body. An slected |aw dirsctor
i3 only subject 0 3 recall elec
tion and not at the pleasure of
8 Mayer

Committes member Mike
Arma noted, ou can't oust an
elected |law director for poor
parformance but you can fire
an appointed law director” He
als0 said the law director is the
“people’s lawyar” only whan thay
want 1o ba

The 15-9 wote w0 put an
appaintad |aw diractor charter

Continued on page 2
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HUGE COIN SALE

Saturday, August 22
by ~ D
ity
Fountain City Auction
(865)474-9931
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Co. BOE
approves
virtual
learning
contract

By Ken Lay

The Knox County Schools
Boardof Education has approved
a contract with Florida Virtual
School 1 asmist with it remots
learning program this fall

The boand approved the mea-
sure with an &-1 vOug Wednas-
day night at itz regular sesson
meating at the Andnew Johrson
Building Board rgmbar Jenmni
far Owen was the one dEsanting
wiole after expressing concerms
at tha board's work Session on
‘Wedneadsy, Aug. B

The program coukd cost the
distmet up o §1.5 millon for the
fall semeater and should not
mcaad $3 million if used again
in the sprng of 2021

The Florida Wirtual School
modal is the same one baing
usad by Matro Nastwills, which
is be@nning its academic year
auclusivaly with distance learm-
ing

KCS is opening its schools on
Monday, Aug. 24 but 18500
studants and thair parents have
opted to atend school remotely
this fal

— Continue on page 2

New alcohol
permit
adopted for

outdoor dining

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
£

¥noxville reataurants will be
parmitted © sarve alcohol out
=ide of their property under an
emergency grdmance adopted
Tuasday evaning by the Knox-
wille Ciy Council, Councilman
Andrew Robertio, who chairs
the Baer Board, suggestad the
change thatwill continue as long
a3 COMID-15 refractons are in
placa

The temporary permits must
be recquesied by a restaurant
which serves at lsast 50% food
Quitdoor dining restnctions have
basn loosemned during the pan
demic allowing some public
space © be used for dining. Per
mEsmon forms are baing pre-
pared and the emergency reso-
Turtaon will be back on the agenda
in two weeks for final approval

Mayor indya Kincannon called
the culdoor alcohol sarvice “a
great idea "

in gther action the coun-
cil voted to dany an appeal by




