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Oster questioning crossover votes

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer

There's a tradition in East Ten-
nesses of mambers of one party
crossng over party lines in vote
for a candidate or candidates in
tha other party. Ithappens often
and many elected gfficials n tight
races realize thars's @ing o be
s0me pedple jumping party lines

Disirict 18's Gina Osier iz upsst
that ahe was defeated by fellow
Republican Eddie Manms in the

Final
Action on
HR Dept.
at City
Council

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
m

The rew positon of direc-
tor of Human Resources
will afficially be added to
the Knouvilke City Admines-
tration Tussday when the
city counci mests. Tha res-
olution to amaend the city
code comes 1o the body on
ita sscond and final read-
ing The director will be
salacted this fall and the
$190 300 authcrized for the
Néw cEpartment alao o
widas for a HR Specialist

The council will conaider
apgroving Sam Maynand 1
the Public Proparty Maming
Committee on a equest
from Councilwoman Janat
Teatarman and approv-
ing Jense Anderagn-East
afly 1 the Police Advisory
and Revew Committes on 3
nomimation frpm the mayor

Several requests for
mning changes are on the
agenda including proper-
tes at 4612 'West Martin
Mill Pike, 1301 East Weis-
garber and 2724 West:
arn Avenue. The Wastam
Avanue property will be used
for a crematorum in the
middle of a cametary thers

The East Termesses Foun-
dation may be approved
o sdminister, operate and
manage the Affordabbe Hous.
ing Fund for $323.000. The
Community Action Comimit-
e may receive $50,000
in homakess funds 1or the
outh WINS Homeless-
ness Pravention Program
Knexville's Urban League
may receive §100.000
in Community Develop-
mant Block Grant funds for
workforce development

The council will also give
a final vote w the city's

recent pri
mary elac-
tion for
a slate
house
seat, Oater
lost by 98
wotes in
the Repub-
lican Pri-
mary Oster

Some Knox County Repubdican
Farty officials were critical of

|l

Mannis as a cancicdate and on
election night Kngx County GOP
Chairman Randy Face lambast
ed him at the party's celebraton
ceremonies

Now Oster has written a
atter 10 the Tennessas Repub-
ican Party Chairman complain-
ng about the crosaover of Dem-
ocrats in the primary and said
she plans to contest the election
She wrote that some 275 known
Democrats who had never voted

Back to Scho

in the Republican Prmary cast
ballcts.

Local certfic stion of the ekec-
tion takes place today and Knox
County Election Administrator
Chins Davis told The Focus Thurs-
day that as far as he knows
npthing has changed in that race.

“The election commizaion is
going 1o (prasumably) certify
the results of the secton. The
results are ready 1o be certfied.”
ha said. Adding i any further
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Holston Middle School Language Aris teacher Brittany Burgess welcomes students to sivth-grade
orieniation, which was held Thursday af HMS,

Holston Middle hosts
sixth-grade orientation

By Ken Lay

‘When Knox County Schools
neopens Iis campuses Dday, it
will mark the first ime that stu-
chents will be in a classroom set-
Tng since m rch

The coronavirus pandemic
forced the schools 10 shut ther
doors and suspend all activi
ties. That meanz that middle
school wachers and administra
Tors didr't @at the opporiunty 1o
meat their incoming sixth grad-
ars o give the eighth graders the
propar sandoff 1© high schoo

But Holaton Middie School and
other middle schools and high
schoos in Fnox County hosted
origntations for incoming sixth
graders and frashman Thursday
morning and one area principal
couldr't hide her excitement as

GRE

261 & Greenway Dr.
1540 at Broadway

she greetad students for the first
time i more than five months

“I's greal © be back” sad
Holston Widdle School principal
Kate Lution. "Things are goeng
o be different butit’s greal o be
back. | got 0 do a video welcom-
g our viriual students back ”

Thirngs wil dafinitely be difter
ent at Holston and across the
county. For stariers, students
who rics buses will be mduired
o wear masks. Anyone who
aniers a KC3 campus building
will also have ©© wear a face cov-
ernng. Also, anyone who enters
the bullding must have a tempear-
ature chack

Hand sanitizer and waer sts-
tions will ba in classooms. Usa
of lockers and water fountains
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Holston Middle School principal
Katie Lution addresses the me-
dia about her schools first day
She discussed her excitement and
safety protocols as Holston is set
to welcome back its students to-
day.

ME Loretta's Closet isa
missic
women assisting
WOMEn w
ACOESSOTIEs.

positives with God's

for women by

Turming negatives inio

help. PLEASE JOIN US.

action is taken warranied, we
will cormult with the State Elec-
ton Commizzon. A3 of mow,
nothing has changad procedur:
ally forus ®

COier's letier to the atate party
claims that Mannis isnota bona
fide” Riepublican, saying he wied
in the Democratic Presidential
Frimary, and the state Repub-
lican Party should have rules
about crossing over. The Iocal

Health Board
rebuffs
‘unelected’
charge

By Mike Steely
SenigrWriter
5t M

The ¥nox County Board of
Haalth matin weakly sas-
sign on Wednesday and
rebutfed critics of their poki-
cies, power and authority

Tha commants cams at
the end of their 3easion cov-
arad by Zoom and CTV. with
s0me mambars talking about
the rumiber of emails they
get from citizens. Chairman
Dr_Jlack Gotcher Ir.com-
marted that 30me people
wrots that the board is not
elactad and has no power
1o place restriclions during
the COVID-18 pandemic

He called on the boards
attormay, Daniel Sanders,
who 3sid the board i not a
procesa of popular election
MDers ang appoenied by
the Kingx County Commis-
sign and must be from the
madic al protesson . Golchar
commented that the board
muat keep some dietance
from the elaction process.”

Dr. Mana Hurt 3md she's
been getiing lots of feed-
back and some pedple
think “we should be
booted from the board *

“Whean politics and science
combing there = no mone
acience,” she commented

Fraville Mayor Glann
Jacobs sat without com-
mentin the discussion but
in an earlier vote o extand
the 10 pom. curfew for
Lars for two weeks Jacobs
was the =ole 0" wte

Oir. Martha Buchannan
rapored on the Tve banch
marks and three of tham,
naw ¢ ases, health capac
ity and death rates over that
week, were “eliow” or at
the caution lavel. The shight
improvemant of health sta-
tistics was atvibuted o
mans people weanng masks,
keeping distance, washi

— Continue on poge 3

LORETTA'S CLOSET

Last Saturday of each month
Fun begins @ 10 a.rm.
Fellowship, snacks, devo.

ith clothing & tion, & a trip to THE CLOSET

Christus Victor Lutheran Church
4110 Central Avenue Fike
Knoxville 37912
(B&S) 6ET-6622




