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9/ 11 Vlctlms Remembered

Dr. Buchanan can
vote on BOH

By Mike Steely
Senior Witer

Whia the Fnds County
Eoard of Health began
adppiing it= own rules of
procedure last waek thare
was gne additional, and
rew, woie on the matter

while Dr. Martha
Buchanan, executive
director of the health
dapartimeant, attends each
board meeiting, gives
updates on the county
banchmarks and takes
part in discussions, she
has not untl now voted
a3 3 mambar. Sha, Knox
County Mayor Glenn
lacobs and 3chool Super
nendent Bob Thomas
ae mambers of e board
a5 a resultof their puble
positions. Thomas hasn't
Deen attendng the meet:
ng andd KOS Haalth Sar
vices Supervisor Lisa
Wagoner has beeansiting
n for him. Both Wagonar
and Jacoba have voted on
SELES

Although  Buchanan
callg the roll in wotes, she
has not bean veting The
bar curfew vote, which
failled for the lack of one
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Dr. Martha  Buchanan,
silent on past Board of
Health votes, is eligible to
vote on board matlers ac-
carding to Depity Law Di-
rector David Sanders. File
Photo by Mike Steely.

wolz, was a matter on
which she did not woie

Attorney David Sand
ers old the board that
Buchanan, as an ex-0ficio
rrambas, like Jacobs and
Thomas, could have been
vong all along. Apparent
Iy tha Maalth depariment
director and the other
mambers thought she
could not v on issues

How that may affect
future actions by the
board and how the vomes
may @0 if the Knox County
Commimsions adds a tit-
N represantative” 1o the
board 3 unknown
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By Mike Steely

Knoxville Police Chaplain Pam MNeal
kicked off Knoxville and Knox County’s
911 Memorial Ceremonies Friday with a
talk and a prayer. A crowd of abowt 100 as-
sembled in front of the City-County Build -
ing for the event which started at 8:45
a.m., remembering when the first airplane
hit the World Trade Center Towers,

Bagpiper Chris Riedl took part in the
downtown 911 ceremonies and his music
highlighted the event that featured speak
ers and a laying of a wreath at the %/11
Memarial at the City County Building by
Knoxville Mayor Indya Kincannon and
Knox County Mayor Glenn Jacobs.

The %11 Memorial Ceremonies drew
dozens of Knox County Deputies, City
Police Odficers, Firemen and various city,
county and state officials, One officer ar-
rived by his private bicycle to honor those
Killed in the attack.

Parents

urge KCS

to keep in-person
learning in place

By Ken Lay

The ¥nox County Schools Board of Education
meeting went rather amoothly Wednesday night
until the public forum segmant.

The board approved all items onthe aganda. tdd
20 unanimously with little dizcussion

Then, when public forum began, three area par-

enta, Annikka Jenking,

Debra Howard and Amber

Burna, urged the board 1© keep the school system’s
current in-parson waching imact in these unprec-
edented and uncer tan times of the COVID-19 pan-
damic, while protesiors ouiside the meatng wers
urging the district to closa its schools in favor of 8
complete virtual leaming model

The demonsirators ware from Community andg
Teachers for Safe Schools, and that group held &
motoreade protest oulside the Andrew Johnson
bastdimg during i KOS Doard mesting

Jerkinz, & parent from Farragut, seid she had &
ehild in Kindergaman a1 Farragut Pamiary School ard
anathas i Saventh grace at Farragut Midde School

“l urgs you 10 keep schools open and in-person,”

Msrikines aid

“Tknow thata lotof thass decisions are

baanig drivan by the (Knox County) Board of Health,
and | hope the board (of educstion) i pushing back
against hem. and pushing back 10 sas why thay re
making tha decisions thay' e makng

“I've waithed the numibers and the numbars don 't
jusstify (the schools) being closed ”

Jenkins also neted that her son in the saventh
grade is friencts with a high achool freshman at Far-
ragut, who chosa 1© utilizs the virtual modal

“Onie of miy 30M's
choss wirtual,”

frignds /=
Jenking aald. He i very lonely and

m aminth gradar and ha

his hias thres virtual classes a week and thats it
“He's fasling pressura bacauss ha fasi liks the

Continue on page 4

Board of Health splits on
bar curfew vote

By Mike Steely
Senlor Writer
¥il)

Athough UT Chancallor
Donde Plowman ia calling
for the ciging of bars near
the campus for two weeks
the Knox County Board of
Health came within one
vote of lifting the 10 pm
curfew

During a meetling
‘Wednesday that lastad
mgre than thres hours, e
board debated the curfes
restrictions with theidea of
making the curfew a “rec-
ommendation” rather than
a reguiremant. Although
Health Deparyment Direc
tor Dr. Martha Buchanan
told the meeting that three
ol the five benchmarks are
in tha yallow, O cautiows
category andons in red for
danger, e effectveness
of the curfew ard the |ack
of enforcement was ques-
tonad

As COVID-19 posi-
tive cases spike on the
UT campus following the
retum 0 classas Chan-
celior Pliowman ssid the

2615 Greeraay Dr.
o440 &t Brosdway

college S prapaning one
of the on-campus dorms
and the mearby Holiday
I 10 housa the increasing
number of poartive-test-
ing stwdents. She report-
ed 616 studants are pos-
itwe az of last Wednes-
day, up from 303 the pre-
vidus waek. Massay Hal
13 beang emptied of regi-
dents to provide 580 beds
g5 the college administra-
tion Ipoks at creating "Isg-
lation Dorms

“Wae've g0t to make a
change of the envirgn-
ment and the behavier”
zhe said

While the fve seps 1o
combat the virus remain in
effect, includng the mask
mandate, the board heard
Dr Patrick O Brien Say that
thers is no coocperaton
from law enforcement and
mesLinfecions are coming
from persgnal gatherings
and not bars

s notworking—its not
being enforced. We're ata
paint where the bar curfaw
15 @ moot point,” O Brian
sad

865-689-6254

Or. Buchanan Saxd vidla
Bonsof the curfew by some
bars waz like “Whack-A-
Moka™ bacause whan Somea
have obeyed the curfew
other bara ignore the 10
pum, closure rule

Attorney David Sanders
zaid that while the health
departmeant has the powar
0 enforce the restrictons
doing 30 would probably
resultin |awsuits

Board Chairman Dr
Jack Gotcher advized the
board to make the curfew
"an advisory rather th
a mandate.” althoug
he thought dropping the
curfew will increase pom
UV Casas

Martha Hurtsaid maybs
the board should “rethink
tha alcohol Bsue” and pos
sibly ban alcohol sarving
averywhare, including res
taurants, after 10pm

Buchanansad that pos-
itive cases involve “on
campus” activities and
gatherings and report
ad bars have not been
invalved in cluster cases
She said that closing only
the campus area bars
would cause ot of poten-
val concems.”

Gotcher said that UThas
More power over its stu-
dents and could declans
nearby bars “off limits”
He added that if the board
LiCOM@s Maone restre tive
with bar regul stiona, some
| bars “would go rogue "

Adding more  regu
lations won't bring law

anfarcamanton board,” D
O'Brien 2aid. Knox County
Sherift Tom Spangler has
stated his dapartmant wil
noteniproe health depart:
ment regul stipns, Neither
does the Fnowville Police
Department

Dr. James Shamiyeh
warned thatif UT s farced
to adopt more restric-
tons on students, such as
going anline for classes or
restricting student access
o local bars, Knoxville
businasses “are going w0
suties "

Duanna Drake motioned
o table the bar curfew
immediately. Mayor Jacobs
agreed, saying “Feople
are not complying its not
eniorceatle. Doitnow”

“Taka thair handeuffs

oft, it might actually help.”
Jacobs said
The vote W rescind

the curfew appeared 0
pass, with Drake, Gowcher,
Jacobs and O Brian votng
“Yes® and Hurt, Shamiyeh
and Wagnar voting No”
Tha four W threa vots,
with Dr Marcy Souza not
attanding the maating,
appaared 1 be a victory

Them Attorney Sanders
infarmed the board that
tha rule raquires five votss
of the entire board in order
to pass. 5o the curfew
remaina in effect until the
board meats again this
Weadnesday How Souza
and Buchanan may vots
of the clurlew femans o
be sean



