Phone: 865-686-9970 | PO Box 18377, Knox

e,

SUBSRIPTIINS AVUILABLE - 588 BLIYEAR

le, TN 37928 | Located at 410

noxX VL//e

NS

www.knoxfocus.com

ntral Avenue Pike, Knoxville, Tennessee 37912

Save Dur Right
to VOTE
Vote NO
on Amendment 1

nErTI -

LI

Take One!

Odober 12, 2020

Early voting starts Wednesday

By Mike Steely
SEmOr Writer

Seema hike ithas been along
polivcal year, doesn't it? This
Wednesday early voling staris
in Ko Counity with @ balliot that
includes voting for the president
of the United States, seversl
fedaral and state legislsor, &
school board seat and two char-
ter amendments

Presdent Donald Trump is
opposed by Democrat Joseph
Biden and a lengthy st of inde-
pendant candidates

The US. Senate race t©

replace retiring Republican
Lamar Alexander sees Repub
lican Bill Hagerty facing Demo-
crat Manquita Bradshaw, along
with a long list of indepe ndent
candidates

A3 & Knox County voser you'll
also find the ballotinc ludes Ten-
nessee state legislative races,
and, for some, the slection to
replace Terry Hill on the Knox
County Board of Education Hill
ressgned her positon © take &
saat asa Knox County Commis-
apner, That Datrct § seat has
three candidates: Robin "Rob”
Gray. Betsy Henderson and

CENTRAL HONORS
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Hannah Lizbeth Firby

Depending on your district
you'll probably only see four or
five candidate racea and two
ballot questions about chang:
img the Fnox County Charter

The congressional race for
House Distnict 2 hasincumbent
Republican Tim Burchett, Dem-
cerat Renee Hoyos and Inde-
pandant Matthew L Camgbsll

The Tennessee atste Sensts
Diginct & race has incumbsnt
Backy Duncan Massey (Repub-
can) and lane George {Demg-
crat) on the ballot
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Where can you vote early?

With early woting starting
‘Wedneaday you may be wondsr-
ing “Wherecan |vote? Regstered
Knox County voters can chogse
any of the early voting loca-
1o, An early ballotcan be cast
Monday through Friday from 10
am. untl & p.m, andon Seturdays
from 11 a.m. untl 5 pom. through
Ocipber 20

Locations include Downtmown
‘West Shopping Canter, the Halls
Recreation Center, Farragut Town
Hall. the Carter Senior Center, The
Love Kitchen, the City-County
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Central High School feacher Chris Hamimond, standing center with a black shirt between Knoxville Mayor Indya Kiscamion and Fousi-
taine City Historian Dy, [.C. Tumblin, welcomed guests Friday to the unveiling of a historic marker for Mary Francis Housley. Tuwmblin was
a classmate of Housley, known as “Frankie.” She was a Central High School gradiate who became an airfine flight attendant and saved
the lives of fen people afer the plane crashed in 1951, Howsley died trying to rescie a d-mionth -old baby from the plane. The dedication of
the plague, a three-year effort by Hammond and the high school, drew Housley family members from Florida and Campbell County. The

marker is located along Tazewell Pike af ihe corner of Forestal Drive where Frankic and her family lived, Plvodo by Mike Steely.

School board votes to end furloughs
and picks up premium increase

By Ken Lay
The kKngx County Board of
Education voied D resione
pay for administraiprs at
it regular session meet:
ing Wednesday night
The board voted 7-1 10 return
five days of pay 10 administra
tors, who were setto be fur-
lpughed due i fmancial con.
carns due 10 the coronai
rus pandemic. Mike Mcbillan
cast the lone dissenting voue
M Millan sasd that he
waan't oppossd to resoring
the money in the budget, but
waniesd © wait untl spring 1o
monifor sales tax revenue
“I'm notopposed © them
haing it but Iid like 1o
wait untl spring break or
April 1.7 MeMillan said
Assestant superintandent
and chief financial officer
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Ripn McPherson said that
the latest tax revenue num-
bers wara from July, but noed
that the numbers werne far
above projecions. He also
said that the pay needs o be
restored a3 300N 33 possible
“The budget we drated was
wary corsaervatve,” MoPher-
son said "We weathened the
sipmn from th spring months
when COMID first hit. | can't
predict the future but we were
Tar bayond our projecucems and
we're far above their actusls
"W need W0 restone these
days bacausa if wa wail 0o
long. we can't get the days
back. They wor'1 ba there.”
The amployees wiho would
have been affected included
the supsrintsndsnts, assis-
tant supsrintendants and
principals and supervisors
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Thomas made it clear that
thiz wasn't a pay raise

We'ra giving thess
people the money back,”
e said "These people
work extremely hard

The board also vobed unani-
mously o pay e increase in
nsurance premiums, sched-
ulied for 2021, for KT employ
a3 and their tamilies

¥nox County Schools
Supenniendent Bob Thomas
lauded the board for it
spproval of the measure

“While this st much,
TS & stap in th right dinse-
tign,” Thomas said

Ha noled that approximately
4,800 have haalth insurance
thgugh Knox County Schools

I addition 1 the finan-
cial maasures passad on
Wedneaday night, Thomas

noxville,
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and the board recognized
tha sccomplishments of
teachers and administra-
tors whio were honored by
state and national entities

The board recognized
Fams Mddle School music
teacher Kami Lunaford, who
was recently namad Tennes-
sae Teaches of the Year

The boand @S0 recognized
Sarah Moora Greene princi-
pal Robin Curry and her fac-
ulty and staff Wednesday
night & the school was des-
ignated as a School of Prom-
iz by the National Institts
for Excellence in Teaching

The Knea County magnet
at adamy was one of hed
achogls o be national-
Iy recognized by the MIET
with this distinction

Buiding, New Harvest Park, Fnos-
ville Expo Center, Meridian Bap-
tist Church in South Knoxville,
the Karma Sanior Canter or the
Howard Baker Certer on the Uni-
wersity of Tenneases Camplus.

Althowgh UT asked tha Knox
County Election Commission
racantly 1o move the woting bca-
tion 1 Thompson-Boling Arena,
e comimisaion voted 32 o keep
the Howard Eaker Cemar a3 the
locaton because of the limited
time 1o changs the location

More moves to
restrict Board
of Healthon
Commission

Agenda

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
e

Fallowing upan a failad affort
o handicap the Knox County
Board of Health, Commission-
ar Kyls Ward = back again with
wo proposals on next Mon-
day's Commission Work Session
aganda

Commissioners Ward and
Justin Biggs initially proposad
the idea of placing the Board
of Health under the autharity of
Know County Glenn Jacobs as an
advisory group with approval for
ary actions 10 be approved by
Jacobs. That failed and that ras-
Olubon was altered t0 aimply Bl
e public that the commisson
does not approve of the COVID-
19 regulations passed by the
board. N passed bulis powefess
o dictate anything © the board
of medical apeciakats

Meat waak Ward is proposing
the establehment of "a Kmnox
County Adwisgry Commitiee on
health and economic weall-baing.”
How that differs from the Advi-
sory Commatige iprmed recenty
thatincludes business, medical,
and elected officials is unknown

He i3 als0 sponegring an Qodi-
nance ameanding the Fnox County
Code, Chapier 28, Article 1, Divi-
=0n One entitked "County Board
of Health” The ordinance would
"add certain requiremenis o
the mastings of the Knox County
Board of Health in timea of a
declared emergency”

Mayor Jacobs has baen push-
ing the board 0 host 2 weskly
public forum, The board has
decided © allow ¢itzens © com-
ment during one manthly meet
ing rather than avary week. Thair
raxt masting on Octobar 14, wil
include public input

IN OTHER BUSINESS the com-
MisSIoN may corsidar approving

i on poge 3




