U.S. Senate candidate Bill Hagerty and State House 'Disrrkt 13
candidate Elaine Davis stand for a picture for The Focus at the annual
Lincoln Day dinner last Monday evening.
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wHI stack the (Supreme) Court

with judges. They wanted 1 g dent Donald Trump revitalize the

from nine to 14 judges and they
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He also promised © help Presi-

Two Jacobs officials on paid

leave in theft

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Knox County Mayor Glenn
Jacobs confirmed last week that
two wop employees have been
placed on paid leave during an
investigation into their activities.

Chief of Staff Bryan Hair and
Parks and Recreation Senior
Director Paul White are the sub-
1ec13 of an IIT]LIIF\- bemgconducl—

uncertain. Finance Director Chris
Caldwell reportaedly is contacting
the state comptroller to help in
the investigation

Jacobs announced both men
being placed on paid "admin-
istrative leave” last Tuesday
after he said he was informed
of potential wrongdoing. Hair,
a long time associate of White
when they were both executives
with the Tenneasee Stats Eanlx

investigation

Employees within the county
mayor's office have been instruct
ed not 1o talk aboutthe possible
charges until the Investigation is
completed. Jacobs is promising
a full release of details and pos-
sible chargas.

On Thursday Hair released to
following statement

“Towards the end of May, my
wife broke her foot and I reached
outto Parks & Rec 10 see if they

summer until her foot healed and
then returned it o Parks & Rec.
This was not only a mistake on
my part butalapse in judgment
It was not wise for me 1 borrow
something that belongs 1© the
citizans of Knox County, and for
that, I'm deeply sorry.”

Rumors about the misuse
of county credit cards and the
former Hospitality Fund were
dmms.}ed by off-the-record
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Dr. James Shamiyeh told
fellow board members that
the growing number of hospi-
tal admissions in the region is
concerning. He said the current
increase is the sign of a coming
surge of COVID-19 cases
Health Departrment Director Dr
Martha Buchanan reported the
number of new casesis upand
hospital capacity is in the cau-
tious” level in an upward trand.

°| was surprised how the sit-
uation changed since we met
two weeks ago. We could walk
into a big surprise, a data and
case county shift. We're entear-
ing a new phase,” Shamiyeh
said.

If the increase continued
Shamiyeh said, "We may not
be able to supply all the regu-
lar services. If you nesd med-
ical care come to the hospi-
tal. We're watching the growth
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