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Senate candidate Bill Hagerty addresses
Republicans at Lincoln Day Dinner

US. Senate candidate Bill Hagerty and State House
candidate Flaine Davis stand for a picture for The Focus af the annual
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District 13

Lincoln Day dismer last Monday evening.

By Ken Lay

United States Senate candi-
dafe Bill Hagerty iz on the cam-
paign trail s the 2020 slecton
cycle entersits homa stretch

The former ambassador 10
lapan was in Knoxville early last
week and was the keynote speak-
er at the Knox County Republi-
can Party's Lincoin Day Dinner on
Monday, 0ot 12 atthe Rothchild
Cataring and Conference Center

Hagerty scdresaed the impor-
tance of the upcoming election
two days before early voting
Dagan in Tennesses

“Wa nead 0 take away the
Democrats’ biggest argument
and that's thatl the presicent
didn't win the popular vota”
Hagerty said. "50. | @ncourags
¥OU 0 @ L OuT and voe

‘It the Democrats win, they
will stack the (Supreme) Court
with judges. They wantsd © &
from ning to 14 judges and they

will nominate actvist judges who
willl ke gislate from the banch with
no accountability 10 us. They've
even talked about eliminating the
Electioral Collags, maaning that
atates ke MNew York and Califor-
nia will determing who becomes
president. They've started a
migwement io make the Distnictof
Columbda 8 State and they | prob-
ably make Puerto Rico a state.
You know what that means, more
Democrat senators

Hagerty addressed issues
such as standing with the mule
tary and the polce

“When I'm ekected | will stand
bahind cur military and T stand
Dhimed law &0 resmasnt, " Hader
tysed. “If you don’t3tand behind
your law enforcament officers
yourll have chaos, burming and
looting”

Ha altsd promised 10 halp Pres
dant Donald Trump revitalos the

Two Jacobs officials on paid

leave in theft

By Mike Steely
Sonior Witer

Knoe County Mayor Glenn
Jacobs contrmed Iast week that
two top employess have besn
placed on paid leave during an
IPESTIZATION N0 Thisd a1 L

Chief of Staff Bryan Hair and
Parks and Recreation Senior
Curector Pauil Wit ane This sub.
jects of an inquiry being conduct:
ed by suditora Pugh CPA In an
invastigaton that could stratch
over a few waeks Charges appar-
ently invplve something o do
with expenditures invalving golf
carts and shpes according i© a
reliable sgurce

Ome Jacobs associale con-
firmed the charge of theft =
inwglved . It i3 hkely the imvesti-
gation will sae the lermination
of Whiie but the future of Harr i3

uncartain. Finance Director Chris
Caldwel reportedly (3 contacting
the state comptroliar 1 halp in
the investigation

Jacobs announced Lo men
being placed on paid “admin-
iatrative leave” last Tuesday
atter b Sad he was informed
of potential wrongdoing. Hair
8 long time azscciate of Whits
whisn thay wena both exscutives
with the Tenneasss Stats Bank
replied, *l appreciate the mayor
launching s imvasugaton and
1 will fully cooperate. 'm looking
forward 0 getbng back D work ™

Caldwall and Dwight Van da
Wate, director of Community
Development, are filling in for
the twi suspended amplyees
Hair was active in the Jacobs
campaign and served as the
transition director befara baing
appointed chief of ataft

investigation

Empicyass within the county
Mayor's OTHee hive Deen Instruct:
&d not 1 talk about the possitie
charges until the investigation is
compieted. Jacobs IS [omising
& full releass of detsils and pos-
sible chargss

On Thursday Hair released 10
folowing statemeant

“Towards the end of May, my
witie Droke b 00U and | e ached
out to Parks & Rec 1 sea if they
had a cart | could borrow that
wias not beeng used | was swara
they had recently purchased
carts for both Recreation and
10 use al the Festival of Lights
to allow conatituents that were
unable o walk the patha the
abality to ricde. | was told that
they were not being used at the
time since recreation was shut
cown due 1 Covid 30 | borrowed
the cart and used it through the

aummar unitil her foot healed and
then returned it 1o Parks & Rec
This was not only a mistake on
my part, bt 3 lapss in judgment
It WS NOT Wise 107 e 10 borow
somathing that balongs © the
citizena of Knox County, and for
that, ['m deeply Sory "

Rumgra about the misuse
of county credit cards and the
tormer Hospilality Fund werns
dismiszed by off-the-record
comments although a charge
of powntial thatt s datnitaly
inwglved Iitial public informa-
tion gn the suspenaions was
raleasad by the Jacoks Commue.
nication Departments Abbey
Harriz and Mike Donila

Al County officials found
ip have acted inappropriate-
Iy 2hpuld be held accountable.
There's nothing mara impartant

I
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Troy Jones challenges Sam McKenzie for Staples House seat

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
iteel

o gt thank that fiomer Come
missionas Sam Mekanze, usband
of Knauville vice Mayor Gwen Mc k-
ange, has a walk in the park for
alaclion o rapiace Rick Slaples as
the District 15 Terressss Repre-
sanative

But Mckanae i notunopposed
inthe hiovember 3rd General Elec-
won

Indapandent candidata Troy
Jones, a Knowville atiorney, stands
in his way. You may think that the
haavily Democratic ama would
aummaticaly go for Mekengie but

\pnes i3.ec hoing many of the Deme-
ocratic Party positons. His platform
inchades his support fior sutomatic
VOB re@istration, rasing eaches
pay, repsalng vouchers, enacting
a Green Mew Deal dimate changs
policy, expanding Medic ane, fight
ing against ant-LGETQIA polcias
care for veterans, and redrect
ing tossl fuel funds 10 renewable
anargy and corsanauon
Thee Focus talked with Jones and
ashad several quastons. Here are
his repies
Tedl me a Mt about you amd your
family. Are youa Knox County native?
am a Knoxville natve. |
[ ¥ on page 4
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Independent
Troy fones

s opposing
Denmioerat Sani
McKenzie for
Dhistrict 15%
stite Hoiise
Seal. Jones,

a Knoxville
alforviey, had
a progressive
platform that
may appeal
to some of
the heavily
Democratic
district voters.

Save Our Right
to VOTE
Vote NO
on Amendment 1
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COVID-19
mandates
may get
more
restrictive

Mike
&niuﬂ‘\'mrr

The Knpx County Board of
Health mat 1DI0wing & two wessk
braak and one member said he
was shocked at the increase in
coronavinig cases The board
atzo discussed the two resol
tigns before the Knox Co
Commussion invalving puble
board meetngs, public forurms
and the crgation of a separals
body 0 ceal with smergency
health events

Dr. James Shamiyeh told
fellow board members that
the growing mumber of hoapi-
tal admessions in e regon s
corcerning. He said thecurreat
incresse i the sign of a coming
surge of COVID-19 cases
Haalth Depar trant Director Dr
Martha Buchanan reporisd the
numbar of naw ca%es s up and
hospital capacity isin the “cau-
tious” leved in an upward frend

“| was surprised how the sit
uation changed since we mat
Wi Weeks 580 We could walk
into a g surprise, a data and
casa county shift. 'We'ne antar-
ing & new phase,” Shamiyeh
said

If the incresse continued
Shamiyeh said, “We may not
ba able 1o supply all the regu-
lar services. i you nesd med-
iKal card coma to the hospi
tal We'rs watching the growth
closaly*

The board's almost threa
hour meeting saw three citizens
apeak in public forum dunng
the virtual gathenng twd vary
critical of the board'a policies:

The Bpard of Health mam-
bars discussed changing the
metrics used in determining
their actions, ratsing the per-
centage of cases prior 1 sat
pngregulationa. Hmay now look
at a 5% positive or less rate
before easing restrictions or
10% before increasing resiic.
tigna They discussed possiblie
new safety restrictions should
the expected surge continue

Requinng the wearing of
masks inside public and pri-
vale has no expiraton date
and continues 1o be mandat:
&d. The board voted o contines
for two wieaks, undll Twir next
maating the 11 pmcurtew of
bars and restaurants with alco-
hol service, Also continued for
Tl wesks i3 the 25% cusiomer
capacity atbars

Dr. Buchanan reported 12
complaints about curfaw vio-
lations and said that one busi-
ness continues o violate the
ragulations. She also said that
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CLEANERS

Comforfers, Drapes, Quills & More
In Fountain City
Full Service Dry Cleaner & Laundry
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