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Dwayne Sanderss wife and kids on the dais as the banner is dropped revealing the dedication sign on the gym. Sanders was a
long-time coach and mentor for Fellowship of Cliristian Athletes, which joined forces with Emerald Youth Fowndation.

Dwayne Sanders - Christian, coach,
mentor - honored w1th gym dedication

By Bill Howard

If you didn't know Dwayns
Sanders, there are at lsast two
thinggs about him youcan be sure
of. The first iz that he died way
W00 young he was 52 whan he
died of cancer in April of 2018
The second? He touched many
livis, and a wihohi 101 0 people
thought a whols lot of him

On Tussaday, Oct 20, the
emory o Sanders - alonglime
bamkathel cosch and mentor o
inner-city youth - was honored
whan the gymnasium at the
Emerald Youth Foundation on
Broadway Avenue was named
for tam. Some 125 peopla
- frends, family, colleagues
and mentgrees among them -
attendad the caremaony

One of the many speakers was
Cumecus Cates, 8 Fulton high-
school grad currently attanding

at the Ei

Jor Sanders, who worked for some 25 years with area youth. Earlier,
Cates told the crawd what an enormons influence Sanders had been
im hiz life, as both mentor and basketball coach.

Alice Ligyd College in Kentucky
“Dwayne for me was much like
a father figure,” 3aid Cales My

dad has been in prnson moat
of my ife, 20 | haven't had him
around. I've been blessed with

peoipie like Dwayne Sanders and

| many othar coaches who are

Goa-feanngmen. | gve Dwayne
a lot of cradit for where | am

| today”

In 1992, Sanders want 1 work
fior the Fellowship of Christian
Athlstas in Knoeville. In 2012
hie approachied his friend and
former Maryville Collegs room-
mats, Steve Diggs - founder of
EYF - with the idaa of th Twd
organizations joining forces
Sandera thought the comibined
aftort would resultin a broadar

L outreach that could help more

kid= and do more for the com-
munity. DWges was on boand
“Dwayne wanied to combine
his pazsion for urban youth
3ports and his commitment 1
the Felipwship of Christian Ath-
letes. 30 he came up with the

BNA's purchase of A) Building may not happen

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
iteslym com

A garing withdrawal from
wday's Knox County Commig-
sion maebng agenda s the
reaolution for the approval of
the sale 0f the Andrew Johnson
Building 1> BNA Associals

It appaars that the buyer,
BHA, has alwred iis plans for
tha historic building t© a point
that the county cannct sdres
The 2017 conract agreament
1o sall the Gay Strest bulding
was approved by the commis-
sion. Proceads from the $6 mil-
lion sals wara destined to go
toward relocating the Board of
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Education Admimstration Offic-
@3 10 the T Towers building

The final purchase contract
was approved this past Feb-
ruary with BNA talkong about
turreng the building into a "bou.
tique hotel® with spartments
and retail shops. But appar-
antly those plans changsd and
a3 the county was preparing o
close the deal BNAcame Dack
with changes Uhe county cant
o won't approve

The Knoxville Focus reached
out t© Mayor Glann Jacobs
office for comments and sought
information from saveral other
county officials

The dizputs between the

county and BHNA is that BNA

wants o hold off for five years
on building a boutique hotel
During that ime the company
would instead create “micrg-
apartmants ™ The reason gven
has © do with hotel occupan-
cy being down and COVID-19
craating a slump in Tavel and
Iodging

The Fnox County sdminisira-
tiom will ask the commission
tonight w0 set a new deadiine
for closing the sale at Decem-
e 31, @wing the county time
10 renegotiate with BHA The
company is asking for a 20-yaar
FILOT tax break. Should an
agreemeant not be reached by

424, whsel, kless ety

.
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tha new deading the AJ Build-
ing would be back up for sale
and a Request For Bids mauead

& spokesperaon for the
county told The Focus that the
relocation of the school offices
= ongoing and will be financed
with 3 budgetaumplus, issusnce
ot bonds or money from an
avantual aale of the AJ Building
The school offices are expect-
&d 1o be In the TVA Tower by
the begmning of next school
year and some offices may
be moved there during spring
break
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Commission,
public forums
discuss Board

of Health

Syt o

During the Knox County Com-
mission Work Session last week
newly-elected Commissicner
Terry Hill brought up the pos-
=ibility of abolishing the Board
of Health but said she cannot
acCepLSUCh 3 move. et

“We don't like it from an un-
arlecwsed Doard,” Hill wld tha many
anti-board speakers. Tm haten-
ing to you and 90 percant agres.”
But sha want on 0 manton that
many aldarly paople are afraid of
the virus pandemic

“Wa'ra sick of it 100" sha Said
of the mandates and COVID-
18 and added, “When this sst-
tes | promess you | will lead the
chargs but I'm not prapared at
this time (1o demolish the Board
of Health.)"

Two mations from Cemmis-
sioner Kyle Ward will g0 on o
the comimission's mgular meat
ing tonight. One of the mationa
would form & separate health
and aconomic advesary body that
could take ovar when and if the
Board of Health (s abolshed and
tha other would require the Board

—(ontinued on poge 3

Mini-Ribbon
Cutting held
in Powell
for Collier
Preserve Park

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer

There's a new park comeng for
Engx County mext 10 the Powell
Branch Library. Twelve acres
were donated 10 Legacy Farks
four years ago by Or. Bob Collier,
whoze grandmaother, Stella
Mogre Collwr, fTarmed the land
a3 did her ancesiors. The park
will, among other things, feature
benches donated by the TVA
Retireas Asscciation

Legacy Parka Foundation
Director Carol Evans spoke
racanty at tha Powell Business
and Professional Association
mesating. Sha said that Legacy
Parks owns tha land and will
implement grants to develop
tha park and wrm itover to FKnox
County
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