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Republican Eddie Mannis makes his viciory speech af-
ter winning the District 18 Seaf in the Tenmessee House of
Represewtatives Tuesday wight at the Crowne Plaza,
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By Ken Lay

Eddie Manniz haa had very little
tima off recently and his hard work
paid off Tuesday night. Manniz i
hesded 1o Mashville 1o represant
District 18 in tha Tannessee House
of Representatives

Mannis defeatsd Democrat
Wirginia Couch and his victory
culminates a stint of more than a
wEaron the campalgn trail

Mannis, a Fnoxville business
man, entered the house race after a
Tailed StEMPTID Dacome City mayor
Three months after losing that race
o Democral Indya Kincannon, he
S8l his Sights on the state house:

“I've always wanted 10 help my
eommunity,” Mannis said during
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hia scceptance speech Tusaday
right at the Republican watch party
at the Crowne Flaza in Downiown
Knoxwille, “Thiz 13 the second
campaign that I've been involved in
over the last year-and-a-half and |
can tell you that it'a been hard, Mve
been working G0 hours a wesk atmy
day job and we had about a three-
month break (between) campaigns

“The unfortunate thing about
politics and political races & that
you have a first-place finisher and a
second-place Inisher and I've now
finished in both first and sscond
place. This feels a lot betler
congratdate Virginia Couch on
runmning & great race”

Polivcal campaiEns are raver asy
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eady to go to work’ in state house

butduring the Auglmt primary, itwas
obvious that Mannis didn't have the
full support of his political party.

‘When Manniz defe ated Gina Oster
over the summer, Knox County
Rapublican Party Chairman Randy
Pace labeled Mannis “a Democrat ”

Fast forward a few montha and
Face and Manns embraced on the
stage before Mannis addressed the
crowd full of cheering well-wishers
Ha won the saat previously occupied
by Martin Daniel

TI'm just glad that the voters
spoke and we'll do anything we can.”
Mannis said. “I's been challengng
at umes IUs been discouraging at
times and it's been exciting at times

Canti d on page 3

Veterans Day Parade
cancelled but other

FRHITCHS B MBER STRILE

Two rezoming motification signs mark the front of the former East Towwe Mall. The abandoned mall property is be-
ing bought with plas for an e-commerce distribution center and the {dea passed first reading at the Knoxville City

Council meeting Tuesday evening,

E-commerce facility at East Towne
approved on first vote

By Mike Stealy
Senior Writer

The proposal i twrn former East
Towne Mall into an e-commerce dis-
trbution center recenved unanimous
appeoval from the Knoxville City
Council Tuesday evening Council-
woman Lauren Rider and Vics Chair
Gwen M Fergie moved for apgroval
atier haanng from the developer, the
Knoovilke Chamber snd others.

Community activists Kewn Murphy
and Aonmie Collins ware prased for
their efforts o include neighbor-
hoods in decussions about the proj-
act

Doug Lawyer of the Chamber said
tha Hillwood Enterprises LP develop-
mant, dubbsd “Project Malibu.” will
be & $30© §40 million invesmment
and amploy 370 high-paid ampioy-
aas and 370 contract ampioyess
The design has been revampad in

Thank You to Our
Active Military and Veterans.
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Abaiidened for years and a neighborhood eyesore, the former motel proper-

L i

ity along Asheville Highway will come down and be replaced with affordable
apartments if plans pass a second reading wext week af the Knoxville City

Courncil mieeting.

cooperation with nearby residents o
bacomea ona and Not two buildngs,
rework parking for ractor trailsrs
inchude Knoooilke bus service, and
rework the main antrance

Ban Mullins, repressnting Hill-
wood, said the community is being

SRACHTET

conzulited and the new single-build-
ing design is less intrusive on the
apartmant complex above the aban-
doned mall. He said the plans for
the 219,000-square oot struciure

weuld include a buffer, and will
[ on page 4
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events planned

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
]

Wadnesday i3 Veltar-
ans Day but, this year in
Knowville, thars will bs mo
parade. Tha aocial datanc-
Ing requirgd Suring the
COMVIDLS pandamic could
not be followsd and the
e SPOMSOrs of the higely
popular parade have can-
called the event

Annually thousands of
people gather along Gay
Street a3 various veteran
groups, indwduals, and
‘supporiers march down the
atrest The atrests will be
amply thes yaar Knooilla's
Veteran Day Farade is usu-
ally one of the largest auch

avants in the nation

The American Legion
Post 2. which organizas
the annual svent notes
that the parade has only
bean cancellsd two other
timea during Warld War Il
DOne lpcal t@levision sta-
tion, WEIR Channel 10, =
planning o air last year's
et achi

The ringing of church
bells, sleven bmea at 11
am, & being requesed

American Legon Poat 2
imvites all local veterans to
Join withy their molnrcyches
or ottver vehicles for a\eter-
arm Day Fade,/Drive thmugh
East Tannassea State Vel
eram Cemetary

Some students
struggle in Virtual
Learning Program

By Ken Lay

Knox County 3chools
racaniy announced that
t would continue o offer
both wirtual and in-par
oM learning 1or the spring
semester. which begina
Jan &

But the first nine-wesk
quarterly grading period
racanty anded and KC3
Supsrintandant Bob
Thomas looked st the
grades assignad 1 virtual
students and 21 5 parcant
of the grades assigned
ware Fa

“We lnokad atthe grades
assigned atthe 4 S-week
mark and 9 4 parcant of
the grades assigned wara
Fa." Thomas said dunng
his report at the school
board's work sassion
mesting Wsdnesday night
at the Andrew Johnson
Building. “Atthe and of tha
ning-wissk grachng period.
21 5 parcantof the grades

azmgned wers Fa, =0 that
number aciually widensd

“But e teachers in our
virtual program are doing
a great job. Virtual learn
Ing favors these swudents
who have a strong support
system at home and those
whe are disciplined and
mtivated

Thomas said that he
locked at the grades and
miade his cbearyations, but
they resul ts wars notscien-
tifically analy2ed

"l lpoked at the grades
bt this was in no way sci-
antific,” he said

Students and parents
had the option o changs
thair lzarning modal but
that window was closed
at the Nov. & daadline. But
as of Wedneaday, Thomas
said that 3,700 suidents
had chasen o swith from
the virtual laaming mods
W e in-pErson model
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