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MIDWAY IGA
GROWING WITH THE COMMUNITY

By Debbie Juneau-Hodge
Seeing my by-line, you might
have expected this article to reference amenities of our area, a family
owned business, and possibly a slant
on my opinion regarding North
Knoxville’s preference for both. As is
my pattern, I was thrilled to sit down
with Joe Longmire this past week to
discuss just those things and the
exciting expansion to Midway IGA.
Joe and Dale Longmire have
owned and operated the store at
7345 Tazewell Pike for 8 years and
are an integral part of the communities they serve. Loyal customers and
newcomers alike have come to rely
on the convenience, stability, and
competitive pricing as well as the
friendly, professional service. With
over 60 employees currently, Joe is
able to provide a level of customer
service unmatched by chain stores.
He is adamant about focusing on
prompt, friendly customer service
and points out that you won’t find
dozens of check out lanes with no
attendants at their store.
When speaking with Joe he
used the word “unique” to define
their services, and watching the
store floor I have to agree with his
choice of words. The staff greeted
each customer with sincerity, offered assistance easily and still
maintained prompt service that

kept no one waiting. While the service may bring to mind the words
“old fashioned”, it is not to be confused with out dated. The Midway
IGA still boasts a common sense
approach to their layout (no tires,
lawn chairs, or linens between the
freezer and drink aisles), with more
than adequate selections and competitive pricing.
With the continual growth in
their communities, Joe and Dale
were quick to recognize the need
for a larger facility. Construction is
under way and completion is scheduled for mid-March. This new addition by Creative Structures will reveal an additional 13,000 square
feet to better serve their customers.
An unexpected, yet exciting
feature of the new space will be
the unveiling of the new Community Room. This facility will offer 600

sq. feet of space for parties, meetings, and various community events.
Keeping the needs of their customers in mind, Midway IGA will offer selections from their already popular
deli/hot bar for events with the
space available at no charge (Groups
will need to speak with Joe regard-

ing reservations and specific details
on requirements, this article is
meant to highlight the service only).
Area residents are encouraged to
watch for news of the Grand Opening and more details on this particular facet of the expanded facility.
Community minded busi-

nesses like Midway IGA serve residents, it is easy to understand the
explosive growth in their area. The
Longmire family attributes their continued success to their customers,
and fully intends to continue their tradition of consistent value and outstanding service.

KNITTING AND BEYOND: GLADYS DAVIS,
RENAISSANCE WOMAN

In January of 2001, Ed Jenkins, the Minister of Ac- wooden needles, in sizes that correspond to the less
tivities at Central Baptist Church Fountain City, asked interesting store-bought versions, are fashioned from
Gladys Davis if there was some kind of activity that could wooden dowels. “I take a dowel and cut it into lengths.

By Sandra Van Winkle
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one. Knitting. With Gladys’ keen guidance and experienced hand, a knitting group was formed. Except for
two, the group still has its original members and has
added more over the years.
This past Christmas season the Central Baptist Knitting Group knitted hats. Caps, toboggans, beanies, whatever you prefer to call them; they knitted them and lots
of them. 660 to be exact. The hats were donated to the
Mission of Hope for distribution to the children of Appalachia.
But what the activities minister didn’t realize was
that Gladys could have chosen from many, many talents.
For not only can Gladys knit a hat, she wears many. And
she wears them well. Painter, lace-maker, rock collector, inventor, seamstress; all are talents possessed by
Gladys Davis. Gladys explores all the possibilities.
During the week Gladys teaches knitting at Elmcroft
and Parkview. On Wednesdays she meets with her knitting group at Central Baptist and then she takes various
classes herself. That she likes to keep busy is apparent.
While knitting and teaching others to knit would be
enough for most people; Gladys takes it one step further. She makes her own knitting needles. Beautiful
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them a few coats of Spar varnish, smoothing them with
steel wool between coats.” Gladys knits with a pair that
has little mugs attached to the ends. On the mugs are
written, “I love Grandma.”
Bobbin lace is another one of Gladys’ talents. An
exquisite pink dogwood pattern is in progress on her
lace-making table. Gladys gives me a quick lesson on
how to twist and pin the threads that when finished will
be a beautifully intricate artwork of whites and pinks. “I
needed about 200 bobbins and they are expensive, so I
made mine.” says Gladys. On the table there are some
store bought bobbins, but most are fashioned by Gladys.
They are lovely. The threads are held in place by pony
beads and the handles are made of the wonderful polymer clay. I’m spellbound.
Gladys had hand stitched the shirt she wore the day
she met with me. “It is the Japanese meyui shibori style
of stitching” Gladys explains. The perfect circles and
dots of black thread connect and intersect to form a
stunning visual pattern against the crisp white tuxedostyle front.
But Gladys Davis’ talents go far beyond textiles. Her
walls are adorned with many of her paintings. Still-lifes,
a ship on dawn-lit waters, and landscapes are all masterfully executed by Gladys. When asked if she did the
paintings she humbly answers yes. She shows me her
‘rock collection’. I’m shown stones of all shapes and
sizes that Gladys has brought to life with paint. WhimsicalBy
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The Knoxville Convention
Center was
packed with supporters and family members all
waiting patiently for Haslam to arrive from a city
council meeting. As Bill Haslam and his family
came to the podium the room came to its feet
with applause.
“We can do more. I want us to be a city that
has a different spirit. A city that doesn’t spend
the whole time talking about what we were or
wishes we were. Instead, we are proud of who
we are. We don’t wish we were more like
Chattanooga, or Nashville or Asheville or Atlanta
expires
or anything else.
We01-26-05
are really proud of the city
we have become here. I think that can happen
even more. We have learned to have healthy
public debate in the city, how to have a government that is open and transparent but also
effective. We really can be America’s best city to
live, work and play. I love being the Mayor of
Knoxville and I am very grateful to you for giving
me the chance to do it for four more years.”

Haslam
wins!

Photos By
Sandra VanWinkle

Nearly 90% of the
vote grants Haslam a
second term

Pink Dogwoods lace pattern

Gladys Davis demonstrates bobbin lace making

Sonn
Sonnyy FFrr os
ostt
got to stay up
past his bed time
to congratulate his
buddy Mayor Bill
Haslam on winning
the election.
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Arrest made in
Johnia Berry case

FOCUS

November 8, 2021 November
8, 2021
In a news breaking
press

conference on Monday, September 24, he Knox County Sheriff’s
Department announced that
Johnia Berry’s killer had been
caught. Twenty-two year old Taylor Lee Olson of Knoxville was
indicted by a grand jury on felony
murder, first degree murder, attempted first degree murder and
aggravated burglary in connection with the Johnia Berry case.
He is in the Knox County Jail with
a one million dollar bond.
Olson was a person of interest to the Sheriff’s Department
after receiving a tip. During an
arrest on July 27, Olson was
charged with violating his probation and voluntarily submitted his
DNA. Sheriff Jones thanked
Emerson Breeden and John
Jones of Food City for putting out
the wanted poster and helping
them get so many tips.
Knox County Sheriff detectives have interviewed over one
thousand people in connection
with the case as well as submit-

The Knoxville
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ted over 400 DNA samples.
Hundreds of tips were received
with each one investigated by a
detective who was assigned full
See photos at
time to the case.
fountaincityauction.com
Olson has a criminal record
in both Knox and Sevier CounFountain City Auction
ties.
(865)474-9931
Sheriff Jimmy “J.J.” Jones
said the solving of this case was
the result of cooperation between many agencies—the TBI,
FBI and the District Attorney
General’s Office. “This is a prime
example of what can happen
when law enforcement agencies
November 8, 2021
work together. I thank all those
agencies and appreciate all the
professional, dedicated men
and women of the Sheriff’s Office who worked countless hours
to solve this homicide. It’s impossible to tally the hundreds and
hundreds of hours spent to bring
this to a conclusion. Our thoughts
and prayers are with the Berry
family as they now may be able
to find some peace knowing Knox County Sheriff J. J. Jones and TBI’s Director Mark Gwyn listen as Johnia Berry’s parents
Johnia’s killer has been caught.” Joan and Mike Berry thanked all those who worked so hard to bring this case to a close.
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Multi-use
stadium before
commission

WORKHORSE VS. MUSTANGS!

By Mike Steely

PHOTO BY JAMES SPEARS.

Karns’ workhorse running back De’Sean Bishop never seems to tire. He carried the ball 50 times Friday night, including this sprint down the sideline during the Beavers’ game-winning drive late in the fourth quarter against the Walker
Valley Mustangs. Karns held on for a 27-25 win—its first in school history! Please see the game story on the historic
victory and other high school sports coverage in Sports and Recreation, Section B.

Senior Writer
the Collier Preserve. The
steelym@knoxfocus.com
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donation
Foundation has been on
and off the agenda since
May.
The commission may
also give the ﬁnal reading
to approve repealing and
replacing the litter portion
of the county charter, creating a litter control ofﬁcer, and placing speciﬁc
ﬁnes on various forms of
littering including posted
signs on utility poles and
right-of-ways and dumping.
Knoxville-Knox County
Planning may be asked to
update the Zoning Ordinance to reﬂect its name
change from “Metropolitan Planning Committee.”
The Rules Committee
is recommending that all
committees with a commissioner as a member
submit at least one written
report to the commission
Continue on page 6

Another step in the
approval of a multi-use
stadium in Knoxville’s
Old City is before the
Knox County Commission
today. The commissioners are being asked by
Mayor Glenn Jacobs and
the ﬁnance department
to approve an “Interlocal
Project Agreement.”
The agreement must
also be approved by the
City of Knoxville and the
Sports Authority. The stadium, proposed by developer Randy Boyd, would
be built by bonds issued
by the Sports Authority
and, when completed, it
would be leased to Boyd’s
company for his baseball
team and for other events.
In other action, the commissioners may ﬁnally vote
to accept the Powell Community property at 316
Emory Road and create

(865) 686-9970

Knoxville Mayor
Indya Kincannon
invited all
the winners
to breakfast
Wednesday
morning. From
left to right are
Lauren Rider,
Gwen McKenzie,
Andrew Roberto,
Mayor Kincannon,
Tommy Smith
and Seema
Singh. All five
incumbents won
by at least 55% of
the vote. Photo
courtesy of @
MayorKincannon
tweet.

School board to
vote on timeline for
superintendent search

By Ken Lay

After this week’s vote, the board will
begin an online survey for feedback. The
survey will be posted on the KCS website on Nov. 11 and most members are
hoping to conduct and conclude community meetings before Winter Break.
But board member Jennifer Owen
thinks that may be a bit hasty.
“I don’t think that will be enough time,”
Owen said. “Can we extend it another
month?”
But Satterﬁeld, the board co-chair
who is also chairing the search committee, said that the board must act quickly
to ensure that the TSBA can recruit the
most qualiﬁed candidates.
“We could extend it by another month,
but there will be a sacriﬁce,” Satterﬁeld
said. “If we do that, we’ll lose time to
recruit or we may lose a candidate.
“We have a shortage of teachers and
we also have a shortage of superintendents.”
Board member Virginia Babb said that
Continue on page 4
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The search for Knox County Schools’
next superintendent is taking shape
as board members Betsy Henderson,
Evetty Satterﬁeld and Patti Bounds are
on the committee to ﬁnd a replacement
for KCS Superintendent Bob Thomas,
who will retire on June 30, 2022.
The board is seeking community input
as well as the opinion of classiﬁed and
certiﬁed faculty.
The hope is to identify Thomas’
replacement by March and the school
board has enlisted the Tennessee
School Boards Association and TSBA
Executive Director Tammy Grissom to
help perform the search.
The board will vote on a proposed
timeline for the search at its regular session meeting Wednesday at the CityCounty Building. The meeting begins at
5 p.m.
Under the proposed timeline, the
search will be conducted this month into
early December.

City voters re-elect five
Democrats to council

Mail
PO BOX 18377
Knoxville ,TN 37928
By Mike Steely
Senior Writer

steelym@knoxfocus.com

Although the Knox County Republican
Party made a gallant effort to win the
Knoxville City Council races, their time and
money spent in the races failed. All ﬁve of
Knoxville’s incumbent council members
won re-election by at least 55% of the vote.

In a heavier than usual turnout for a
non-mayoral contest, 21,739 people voted
with 10,108 voting in person Tuesday. The
effort to reach into a normally non-partisan election may have motivated Democrats in the election. Voters apparently listened to the call to keep Knoxville progressive and reacted to county Republicans
Continue on page 4

City approves keeping same districts, debates two zoning issues

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer

steelym@knoxfocus.com

The Knoxville City Council,
meeting on the night that saw all
ﬁve members seeking re-election being elected, voted without debate to continue all city
districts in the same footprint as
before. As the need to redistrict
was deemed unneeded, the vote
was unanimous.
Mayor Indya Kincannon said
that while the city is growing each
district is maintaining a population within permissible bounds.
Two zoning issues saw much
debate but both eventually
passed. An application by Van

Smith Group LLC to change the
North City Sector Plan barely
passed in a 5-4 vote. Council then
passed the request, to change
property on Kingwood Road from
RN-2 Single Family Residential to
RN-4 General Residential Neighborhood, in a 7-2 vote. Residents
attended the meeting to speak
about the density of the development and urge the zoning to be
RN-3 instead.
Kingwood Road runs between
Cedar Lane and Fountain Road in
Fountain City.
Apartments were approved in
Inskip for 4755 Romeo Way and
4810 Elder Road. The 66-unit
development passed because

the properties were exempt from
the neighborhood’s no-apartments ruling a few years ago
at the request of the property owners. Councilman Charles
Thomas said it was a “complicated” issue and that he felt it
was more dense than necessary.
Eventually, after public speakers
for and against the apartments
made their cases, the council
voted unanimously to allocate $
1,980,000 from the Affordable
Rental Development Fund to the
developer.
The council also voted to give
the Appalachian Mountain Bike
Club $3,000 for its 12th Annual
Fall Fest on a request from Parks

and Recreation and to sell one
parcel of property at 2500 East
Glenwood Avenue to Roscoe
Millie Inc. as part of the Homemakers Program.
Councilwoman Seema Singh
moved to divide the Operating
and Capital Budget into separate paragraphs and vote on
each one. The other council members didn’t agree and the vote to
divide failed 2-7. The ordinance,
to amend the budgets for the current ﬁscal year, passed 7-1-1.
The city council also directed
COVID-19 funds from the American Rescue Plan Act to provide
transportation, programming
and services to meet the needs

of citizens. The $2 million was
requested by the administration.
The Woodland Avenue Complete Street Project was
approved with the city funding $
720,000 and the state contributing $2,880,000. The Old Broadway Sidewalk Project budget was
increased by $105,600 to bring
the total to $443,300. The deadline for the project was set for
December 31st.
They also voted to execute a
grant agreement with the federal
government’s HOME Investment
Partnerships Program for $4.08
million as part of the American
Rescue Plan Grant.
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FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS

We oﬀer frequency discounts to
advertisers committing to 6-, 12-, 26and 52-week runs.

PRE-PRINTED INSERT POLICY
• Rates: $1080/weekly run of 18,000
papers or 6¢ per insert with a

minimum of one zone. Please call
your representative for details.

• The maximum size for pre-printed
inserts is 10” x 11”; minimum is 8.5” x
5.5”
• Inserts must be ready for insertion
(pre-folded)
• Reservation Deadline: 2 weeks prior
to distribution date
• Delivery Deadline: Inserts are due
7 working days prior to distribution.
Deliver to: KNS Printing, 2332 News
Sentinel Dr, Knoxville, TN 37921.
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STANDARD DISPLAY ADVERTISING RATES

Full Page
10” x 20”

6 columns x 20”

$1492.80

1/6 Page
3.25” x 10”
2 columns x 10”

$248.80

Half Page
10” x 10”
6 columns x 10”
$746.40

1/3 Page
6.625” x 10”
4 columns x 10”
$497.60

Quarter Page
4.9375” x 10”
3 columns x 10”
$373.20

1/8 Page
4.9375” x 5”
3 columns x 5”
$186.60

1/16 Page
4.9375” x 3”
3 columns x 3”
$111.96

Business Card

You may request any ad size that is a full
number of columns wide (no fractional
columns) by any number of inches high
(2col x 2”, 5col x 6”, etc.)
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3.25” x 2”
2 columns x 2”
$49.76

One column inch is $12.44.
All rates are valid for color and black and
white advertisements. Listed rates are net.

4109 Central Ave Pike, Knoxville TN 37912

(865) 686-9970
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DISPLAY ADVERTISING GUIDELINES
Ads that need design work

Policy/Copy Regulations

A staff of layout artists is maintained to assist the advertiser
with typesetting, design and production artwork at no charge
to the advertiser. Submit your ad design ideas to your Advertising Representative or directly via e-mail to design@knoxfocus.
com. All elements (such as logos, art and specific typefaces)
must be submitted before the deadline so the ad design can
begin.

Deadline for reserving ad space is 5 p.m. Mondays.

Prebuilt or Camera Ready Ads

The Focus will make every effort to follow position
requests and other stipulations that appear on insertion
orders, but makes no guarantees.

Ads should be prepared to exact specifications and ordered by
designating width in columns and depth in inches. Ads will be
billed at the size ordered. Please submit camera ready art in the
following formats: jpeg, tif or pdf (preferred) files. Resolution
needs to be at least 200 dpi. Ads may be submitted via e-mail,
disk, cd or a clear, crisp hard copy. Any advertisement sent as
a hard copy will be scanned to a digital file. This will degrade
resolution on final output. The Focus will not be liable for loss of
quality in these ads.

Ad placement/positioning is at the discretion of The
Focus and is not a condition of sale. In no event will
adjustments, reinstatements or refunds be made because
of position and/or section in which an advertisement
has been published, unless a premium position has been
paid for.

The Focus’ liability for error shall not exceed the cost of
space occupied by the error.
The Focus reserves the right to revise or reject any advertisement.
All display ads are measured and charges in column inch
increments.

E-mail digital files and copy to: design@knoxfocus.com along
with sending a copy to your Focus Advertising Representative.

The Focus shall be under no liability for its failure, for any
cause, to publish or insert any advertisement.

Special Services

Advertising designed to simulate news or editorial must
carry the words “Paid Advertisement” (in 10 point caps) at
the top of the ad and have a minimum 2 point border.

Proofs/Ad Corrections: Our policy is that proofs are
turned around in 24 to 48 hours of receipt with a proof
for content, spelling and look. The advertiser has until
noon of the Friday preceding publication to return said
proof with changes or an approval. The Focus maintains a
two proof limit and will charge a small fee of $5 for each
additional proof following the initial proofs. It is very important that the advertiser be clear about elements in the
initial ad work-up and about any changes or corrections
on the proof. As a general rule The Focus sends the paper
to an off-site printer Friday evening. If the advertiser is
unavailable for proofing, The Focus can not delay publication.
Tearsheets: Advertisers will be furnished with tearsheets
of each ad on request and at no cost. Advertisers whose
normal requirements exceed this number should make
special arrangements prior to publication. Affidavits of
publication will be provided free of charge if copies of
the newspaper have been depleted.

Agency Commission, Terms of Payment
All standard advertising rates are commissionable at 15%
to recognized advertising agencies.
Agencies and advertisers are held jointly and severely
liable until payment is received in full, up to and including
all applicable finance charges, collection costs, court costs,
and attorney’s fees incurred in the course of recovery.

THE KNOXVILLE FOCUS

4109 Central Ave Pike, Knoxville TN 37912

Annual agreements establishing rates must be authorized in advance by the advertiser and The Focus.
The advertiser assumes liability for all content of advertisements published and also assumes responsibility for
any claims arising therefrom made against The Focus, including all costs associated with defending against such
a claim.
The Focus will not be responsible for errors appearing in
advertisements that are placed too late for proofs to be
submitted or for errors due to late delivery of printing
material from the advertiser or from a third party designated by the advertiser as a source of printing material.
Cancellations, changes of insertion dates and/or corrections must conform to published deadlines.
When any part of an account for advertising becomes
delinquent, the entire amount owed shall become due
and payable and the advertiser’s agreement may be terminated by The Focus. In the events of such termination,
the advertiser shall pay for the space actually used at the
appropriate rates earned according to the then-current
rate schedule.
The Focus advertising agreements are not transferable by
the advertiser of their agency. Incorrect rates or conditions on insertion orders that do not correspond to advertising contract will be regarded as clerical errors and
the advertisements will be published and charged for at
the applicable rate.
(865) 686-9970

www.knoxfocus.com

