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NEW PRICE

NOT IN A SUBDIVISION

By Ken Lay

Knoxville TVA Employees Credit 
Union is celebrating its 89th anniver-
sary this year. The financial institu-
tion celebrated by officially opening 
a new location in West Knox County.

The newest location officially 
opened to members Friday morning 
and is located at 1974 Town Center 
Blvd. in Northshore Town Center.

“We’re celebrating our 89th birth-
day this month and we’re very proud 
of our staff,” said Chief Executive 
Officer Glenn Siler. “Our mission is 
to make our members and people 
grow financially.

“If we make them grow financially, 
they’ll make us grow financially and 
I want to thank all of our members 
because without them, none of this 
would be possible.”

Knoxville TVA Employees Credit 

Union was commissioned in 1934 
on the heels of the Great Depression 
in an effort to stimulate the econo-
my.

“We were commissioned by con-
gress in 1934 to help people grow 
financially,” Siler added. “When we 
were commissioned, people could 
only put $1,000 in their accounts 
and the most you could loan was 
$100 and our signature loan was 
$30.

“I’ve been here for 49 years and 
the thing I’m proudest of is when 
you have parents or grandparents 
bring their children or grandchildren 
in to open their account. And we love 
seeing the smiles on people’s faces 
when they get their first home or first 
car.”

Ashley Swaggerty has been tapped 
to be the new location’s branch man-
ager. She previously served as a 

branch manager in Roane County. 
Her excitement was visible as she 
greeted a crowd of people, who 
came by for coffee, sweets, juice, 
finger sandwiches and potato chips.

“It’s an exciting day,” Swaggerty 
said, “The excitement is palpable.

“Our staff is second to none. We’re 
going to have a lot of people and a 
lot of excitement. We’re excited to 
be able to grow and we’re happy to 
be able to serve our members and 
our new neighbors in the Northshore 
Community.”

Friday’s ribbon cutting, which was 
attended by Knox County Mayor 
Glenn Jacobs and County Commis-
sioner John Schoonmaker, was only 
part of the day’s festivities.

Attendees were eligible for door 
prizes and the location hosted a 
catered lunch.

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

If the Knox County Com-
mission votes in agree-
ment, the county will have 
a Mental Health Court 
that could start operat-
ing in August. Knox County 
Mayor Glenn Jacobs and 
Criminal Court Clerk Mike 
Hammond are sponsoring 
the resolution for the first 
mental health court in the 
county and are planning to 
make it happen with only 
state funds to begin with.

The initial funding of 
$52,500 from the Tennes-
see Department of Mental 
Health and Substance 
Abuse Services would be 
to establish the framework 
and next year’s county 
budget would include oper-
ating funding. 

 According to a county 
release from last week: 
Mental health courts are 
specialized court dock-
ets designed for individu-
als with serious mental ill-
nesses and other related 
psychiatric disorders that 
utilize a problem-solving 

model as opposed to the 
traditional criminal court 
processing. These courts 
are designed to serve as an 
alternative to incarceration 
by addressing the under-
lying issues that led to an 
individual’s arrest through 
judicially supervised treat-
ment plans developed by 
a team of court staff and 
mental health profession-
als.  

The goals of the new 
court would be “improving 
the quality of life for partic-
ipants; reducing incarcera-
tion and recidivism; reduc-
ing correction costs; and 
improving public health 
and safety; and increasing 
treatment accountability 
and success.”

Mayor Jacobs appointed 
a committee to look into 
the issue last year and that 
group consulted mental 
health courts around the 
state and in New York and 
Florida. The explorato-
ry committee also sought 
input from local agen-
cies, service providers and 
mental health profession-
als.

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Knox County Mayor 
Glenn Jacobs was notified 
last September that the 
state that would provide a 
direct grant of $455,839 
for transport of the men-
tally ill. 

The letter of agree-
ment from the Tennessee 
Department of Finance 
and Administration spec-
ified that criminal justice 
program funds would go 
toward the transport and 

mental health awareness 
training for the transport 
staff. The funding would 
not require a local match. 

The Knox County Sher-
iff’s Office’s request for 
the approval of the state 
grant is on the agenda for 
this month’s commission 
work session and regular 
meetings.

KCSO provides local and 
regional transportation for 
mentally ill inmates, most 
often to Chattanooga’s 
Moccasin Bend Mental 
Health Institute.

The KCSO would have to 
assure secondary trans-
port agents meet guid-
ance and state statutes, 
provide quarterly reports 
of transports conducted 
under the program, and 
provide annual account-
ing of funds spent. 

“The grant is the same 
as we’ve had previously.  
We have both reserve offi-
cers and corrections offi-
cers assigned to transpor-
tation who primarily trans-
port anyone required to 
go for mental evaluation 

or treatment as per the 
court or a medical provid-
er,” Kimberly Glenn, com-
munication director for the 
sheriff’s department, told 
The Focus.   

 “They go to other places 
as well like Jasper, Nash-
ville, Memphis, Kingsport 
and LaFollette.  This is all 
dependent on where the 
provider sends them,” she 
said.

“We did 2,099 trans-
ports in 2022 with approx-
imately 380,000 miles,” 
Glenn said.   

Mental Health 
Court proposed 
for Knox County

Collecting for 
kids’ unpaid 

meals, middle 
school buses 
for athletes, 

outside therapy 
for behavior-

challenged kids
By Bill Howard

The meeting of the Knox 
County Board of Education 
last Thursday revealed the 
widely varied issues and 
challenges it faces.

After its usual process 
of approving procedur-
al issues - one last week 
included a request from 
a parent that suggest-
ed some board members 
were out of touch because 
of their elitist socioeconom-
ic status - the Board heard 
impassioned pleas from a 
number of parents during 
the Public Forum part of the 
agenda.

Under the Contracts sec-
tion of the agenda, the 
board discussed a proposal 
to hire a collection agency 
named IC System, Inc. in 
order to try to collect money 
from parents whose kids 
had unpaid meal debts.

IC System would be 
allowed to keep 21.5% of 
any collected funds. The 
contract would run from 
Feb. 1 of this year through 
January of next year.

Tyler Givens addressed 
the board in firm opposi-
tion to the proposal.

“(Some) families might 
not qualify for federal funds 
but they can still run out of 
money at the end of the 
month,” Givens said. “Our 
superintendent has a quar-
ter-million dollar salary. All 
of you are homeowners. 
Most of you have enjoyed 
significant gains in the last 
few years.”

Givens then stated that 
two Board members were 
landlords, and another had 
received his or her house as 
a gift from parents.

“But between 30-40 per-
cent of the county rents and 
rents are up, and wages 
are not,” Givens went on. 
“Working class Knox. Co. 
citizens are really feeling 
the crunch. If the purpose 
of schools is education, 
then students should have 
high-quality food for free, 
every day.

We don’t need to hire bul-
lies to hassle parents over 
lunch money.”

The motion was made to 
withdraw the IC contract 
until further discussion, 
which passed unanimously.

The board agenda 
includes a Public Forum, in 
which people are allowed to 
speak about any education-
al issue important to them.

David Dupree made the 
board starkly aware of his 
indignation that Holston 
Middle School basket-
ball players had to provide 
their own transportation to 
events.

School board 
gets an earful

Knoxville TVA Credit Union 
opens Northshore location

PHOTO BY KEN LAY.

Knoxville TVA Employees Credit Union staff members cut the ribbon to officially open its newest location in the 
Northshore Community.
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The Oracle 
Who Names is 
at it again pro-
claiming that 
henceforth illegal 
aliens be referred 
to as “migrants.” 
Interestingly all 
media have bent 
on one knee to 
comply includ-
ing the “conser-
vative” press. 
It was enlightening that a 
sports announcer got sus-
pended for calling illegal 
aliens “illegal aliens.” The 
Oracle has spoken so all 
must obey. The Oracle’s chil-
dren have also been busy. 
But since they do not have 
the same command over 
the media, their efforts to 
change the language has 
been less successful. One 
of the latest was the Univer-
sity of Southern California’s 
school of social work discov-
ering that the word “field” 
was racist and announcing 
that henceforth, the word 

“practicum” will 
be used instead. 
The school said 
that “This change 
supports anti-
racist social work 
practice by replac-
ing language that 
would be consid-
ered anti-Black 
or anti-immigrant 
in favor of inclu-
sive language.” 

So now “field” work is now 
called “practicum” work? 
Now doesn’t that just roll 
off the tongue? It is obvious 
that “school” should be put 
in quotation marks for that 
part of USC not a serious 
academic college. The same 
is true for some administra-
tors at Stanford who had too 
much time on their hands. 
They released an index of 
“harmful language” show-
ing words that were deemed 
racist. They included Amer-
ican, Hispanic, “Karen”, 
father, victim, straight, 
landlord, ladies, chief, 
brown bag, white paper, 
illegal immigrant (migrant!), 
master, blind, gangbusters 
and so on. Stanford points 
out that it took over a year 
to compile the list. That is 
reminiscent of asking “how 
many campus administra-
tors does it take to change a 
light bulb?” At Stanford, the 
number of campus admin-
istrators almost equals the 
number of students. After 
a week or so, Stanford 
removed the guide when the 
Wall Street Journal pointed 
out that the guide read more 
like the Babylon Bee than 

from one of the country’s 
premier universities. Stan-
ford seems to have forgot-
ten that the vast majority of 
us do not associate racism 
with hardly any of those 
words and that those who 
feel that such words are 
“hurtful” and make them 
feel “threatened” are whin-
ers and are best ignored.

This silliness is running 
rampant in our universities 
which have become temples 
of wokeness. Most every 
campus is overstocked with 
administrators pretending 
to be busy doing stuff. Like 
Stanford, many universities 
have an administrator–stu-
dent ratio approaching one 
to one. Victor David Hanson 
points out that while college 
enrollment has dropped, 
the number of professors 
has increased slightly while 
the number of adminis-
trators has doubled. Each 
campus must now have a 
“Diversity, Equity and Inclu-
sion” (DEI) administrator 
and staff and while some 
do good in providing needed 
outreach, most oversee 
reams of paperwork to 
demand inclusiveness and 
to root out white supremacy. 
Of course, this is laughable 
since 90 percent of profes-
sors are leftist, progressive, 
socialists who give lip ser-
vice to DEI all the time. Even 
southern state universities 
like my alma mater the 
University of Georgia have 
pockets of wokeness. Go to 
the website of its college of 
education (named for one of 
my dearest friends) and you 

will find homage to DEI on a 
breathtaking scale. Ironical-
ly, the college is housed in 
Aderhold Hall named for the 
university’s president when 
I was enrolled there. Ader-
hold was no fan of DEI. The 
university was forced to inte-
grate during his tenure. My 
experience was that he did 
not want us at his university 
and many in his administra-
tion actively worked to limit 
the number of blacks admit-
ted to Georgia and once we 
were there, put barriers in 
our way. Maybe the college 
should rethink the name of 
its building.

I have heard faculty at 
other universities express 
resentment over the 
expanding reach of DEI. 
Professors are supposed 
to commit themselves to 
the DEI goals (again mostly 
redundant) as part of the 
evaluation for tenure and 
promotion while depart-
ments are to submit plans 
for DEI. Some of the uni-
versities’ colleges require a 
DEI statement on every fac-
ulty syllabus. If that existed 
for my department I would 
respectfully decline. Some 
administrators also want 
DEI to be included in the 
course material. Professors 
are to be tested for implic-
it bias - even though such 
tests are worthless. Again, 
given the politics of most 
professors, the imposition 
of DEI seems redundant. Yet 
again, university presidents 
like most bureaucrats want 
to expand their personal 
empires and have done so 
by hiring more administra-
tors whose job is to meet 
most all day and conjure 
up busy work. At the same 
time, academic standards 
have been steadily erod-
ing and, in many colleges, 
indoctrination has replaced 
education. I once referred 
to Stanford as the nation’s 
best university. Sadly, that 
is no longer true.
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I am an American with a Master Plan 
and will present it at a Brown Bag lunch

We are lucky to have a 
good local radio station 
like 98.7 WOKI with its all-
star roster of outstand-
ing hosts. Its host and co-
hosts seem to care about 
East Tennessee and its 
people, and they help keep 
us informed and together 
as a large community.

Hallerin Hilton Hill is 
a long-time friend and a 
man I really admire and 
respect. At her request, he 
gave the eulogy at my late 
wife’s funeral, something 
for which I will always be 

grateful.
He treats his callers with 

kindness and respect and 
helps guide his programs in 
a very thoughtful and polite 
way and keeps things on a 
high plane. He has the per-
fect temperament for a 
talk show host and keeps 
his cool some times when 
others might lose it.

Hallerin was my first 
caller on 9-11 and he had 
me on his program from my 
office in Washington, D.C. 
That led my wife to call one 
of my staff to tell me to “get 
out of there!” because 
there were reports that one 
of the planes was headed 
for the Capitol.

Hallerin and his co-host, 
Chris Marion, who is also a 
friend of mine, both have a 
good sense of humor. One 
afternoon, they asked lis-
teners to call in with jokes. 
That day became the first 
and only time I ever called 

in with a joke.
I remember one day at a 

stoplight on Henley, I start-
ed laughing when Hallerin 
was telling about his then-
young daughter asking why 
he was putting “girlie” color 
on his hair.

Phil Williams is another 
friend, and I have played 
golf with him a couple of 
times. Once, I heard him 
say he was going to play at 
Mount Mitchell, North Car-
olina, that weekend. I had 
played there with a church 
group many years ago, and 
there was a sign in the pro 
shop that said trees are 
90% air. I called Phil just 
after he had gotten off the 
air and asked him to see 
if that sign was still there 
and if it was to tell them 
that is the lying-est sign in 
the world.

Phil’s program is differ-
ent every day and always 
entertaining. Where else 

could I get the variety of 
topics?...from facts about 
Abraham Lincoln to Stupid 
News or even the fact that 
it was National Lemon 
Meringue Pie Day?

I remember once when 
he interviewed a six-year-
old named Sam and asked 
him very seriously if he was 
married, and when the boy 
said no, Phil asked him if he 
had any prospects.

Phil is East Tennessee 
through and through. He 
is a dedicated Presbyteri-
an and just an all-around 
good man.

Bob Yarbrough is a cul-
tured, sophisticated man 
about town, or at least 
that’s what his introduc-
tion says. He and I have in 
common that we both went 
to Boys State, although my 
program was many years 
earlier.

On Bob’s program, I 

found out that our area 
code of 865 stands for 
VOL. I had never realized 
that before. I also have 
gotten to know regulars like 
Joe of Speedwell and Mari-
lyn from Blount County.

I also appreciated the 
intelligent, rational way 
he informed people about 
Covid and that what some 
people called misinforma-
tion was really a difference 
of opinion between two or 
more well-informed people. 
I have also enjoyed Bob’s 
programs on the history of 
Knoxville.

I appreciate WOKI’s 
national programs, too. I 
admit I was disappointed 
when they replaced the 
Rush Limbaugh program 
with Dan Bongino, but I was 
wrong. I now really enjoy 
Dan’s show, and always 
learn something important 
from it.

But I mainly enjoy all the 

local personalities. When 
I was in Congress I used 
98.7 as one of several ways 
for me to stay informed 
about what my constitu-
ents were thinking on all 
the important national and 
international issues.

In a day when there is so 
much liberal and even left-
wing bias in the media, it 
is good to have a station 
like 98.7 that is at times 
conservative and at other 
times non-partisan and fair 
to all viewpoints.

This station stands as a 
guardian of free speech, 
and this is especially impor-
tant in a day when so many 
of our colleges and univer-
sities have become little 
more than leftist brain-
washing factories and often 
don’t even allow conserva-
tives to speak to classes or 
at graduation ceremonies.

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The Knox County Ethics 
Committee met briefly 
Wednesday morning with 
the main agenda being the 
devotional and the pledge 
to the flag. Chairman 
Michael Covington noted 
there was no old or new 
business before the group.

Covington said he has 
reviewed all the previous 
complaints about alleged 
misconduct by county offi-
cials or employees and 
some complaints were 
still pending from 2016. 
The Knox County Law 
Department reviews com-
plaints prior to sending any 
deemed justified to the 
committee but there have 
been none over the past 
two years.

Deputy Law Director 
Mike Moyers said a letter 
of complaint was recently 

received but told the com-
mittee the letter was not a 
sworn statement nor was 
it signed. He said the letter 
could not be considered 
but it could be reviewed 
“if you want to see it.”

Covington said he may 
look at the letter. He told 
the group they provide a 
vital service and said the 
committee is “a deterrent 
to misconduct.” The next 
meeting is planned for May 
1.

Ethics committee mem-
bers include Vice Chair 
Perry Beal, Virginia Anag-
nost, Rusty Goddard, Kath-
ryne Ogrod, Bryon Wood, 
Carletta Rando-Smelcer, 
Steven Goodpaster and 
Deborah Stafford. Non-
voting members are Cap-
tain Greg Stinnett, Marcus 
Kennedy and Commission 
Chairman Courtney Dur-
rett.

Brief Ethics committee 
meeting sees no new 
complaints
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Knox County 
Republicans To 

Reorganize
Knox County Republi-

cans will gather to reorga-
nize in convention on Satur-
day, February 18 at Crowne 
College in Powell. The little 
band of political pirates 
who boarded the GOP ship 
two years ago is fighting to 
keep control of the party 
apparatus. That crowd, led 
by Erik Wiatr, has mone-
tized elections and utilized 
the resources of the Knox 
County Republican Party by 
running candidates against 
incumbent officeholders 
inside primaries. Wiatr, 
a former Democrat and 
Green party activist from 
Chicago, talks quite a bit 
about “bona fide” Repub-
licans. Yet he and his crew 
were the ones who picked 
a woman to head the Cre-
dentials Committee the last 
time who had never even 
voted in a Knox County 
election, much less a Knox 
County GOP primary. 

 Wiatr wants control of 
the county party’s money 
to funnel it to himself for 
his consulting business, 
as well as his candidates. 
Wiatr’s candidate for chair 
of the Knox County Repub-
lican Party is Keith Lyons, 
a former head of the police 
officer’s union. Lyons is also 
a prospective candidate for 
mayor of the City of Knox-
ville and one doesn’t need 
much imagination or brain 
power to figure out who his 
campaign strategist would 
be. 

Wiatr’s slate of candi-
dates proposes to increase 
fundraising. They promise 
to hold more meetings so 
that the voices of “regu-
lar party members” will 
be heard. Of course, they 
certainly never did that 
under Wiatr’s last candi-
date, Daniel Herrera. Quite 
the opposite in fact. Every-
thing was done quietly, if 
not secretly, by the par-
ty’s Executive Committee, 
which might as well have 
been the Politburo. Perhaps 
the most notable thing they 
did in secret was to try and 
engineer the appointment 
of Erik Wiatr as the Knox 
County Republican Party’s 
“Political Director.” That 
crowd wasn’t the least bit 
interested in the voices 
of regular party members 
then and I doubt they are 
now. 

Wiatr’s slate of candi-
dates promises a unified 
party to defeat the Demo-
crats in general elections. 
Much of the success of the 
local Democrat Party has 
been less due to its leader-
ship than fundraising off of 
the Herrera – Wiatr regime. 
Like Erik Wiatr’s effort to 
make the last cycle of city 
elections, which are non-
partisan, partisan. Wiatr 
went to Facebook, recruit-
ed four candidates and 
ran them as a Republican 
ticket. Not realizing the 
strongest candidate on the 
ticket was only as strong as 
the weakest link, the entire 
ticket sank like a stone in a 
pond. The entire ticket was 
lost, but the effort ener-
gized the Democrats.

For Erik Wiatr and the 
pirates, it’s about making 
a living and power, neither 
of which has anything to 
do with expanding and bet-
tering the local Republican 
Party. Buddy Burkhart, who 
has served as Knox County 
Republican Chairman 
before, is offering himself 
once again as a candidate 
for chairman.  

This time hopefully the 
game won’t be rigged nor 
will the deck be stacked. 

The last people who can 
bring sanity and unity to 
the Knox County Republi-
can Party are the pirates 
who have served them-
selves and nothing else for 
the past four years.

Knoxville City 
Council... More Of 

The Same
The Knoxville City Council 

recently gathered together 
at Knoxville’s Arts and Fine 
Crafts Center in a meeting 
“facilitated” by two women 
from the University of Ten-
nessee’s Municipal Techni-
cal Advisory Service. The 
council people painted a 
picture to commemorate 
their time together.

Wow. Finger painting 
aside, that’s supposed to 
be able to help them work 
together. The council people 
discussed issues they want 
to tackle in the near future, 
but the truth is the agenda 
for the city council is not set 
by the members, but rather 
by Mayor Indya Kincannon. 

Lynne Fugate did com-
plain about partisanship 
and announced she is 
“unfairly characterized as 
a Republican” by folks. 
Fugate told a reporter from 
the Compass, “I don’t go to 
party meetings. I don’t pay 
party dues. But everybody 
expects me to speak for 
the Republican Party, and 
that’s not fair.” 

First of all, I don’t know 
of anyone who pays dues to 
the Republican Party. Sec-
ondly, Fugate was at the 
last reorganization meeting 
of the Knox County Repub-
lican Party, because I saw 
her there. Lastly, I don’t 
know anybody who thinks 
Lynne Fugate speaks for 
the Republican Party. Let 
me reiterate that: nobody 
expects Lynne Fugate to 
speak for the Republican 
Party.

While on the school board 
with Indya Kincannon, 
Fugate spoke for the admin-
istration headed by Super-
intendent Jim McIntyre. As 

a member of the Knoxville 
City Council, she meekly 
does whatever Kincannon 
tells her to do. As far as I 
can see, Lynne Fugate rep-
resents no constituency at 
all. Fugate sits on the city 
council and rubber stamps 
whatever Kincannon wants 
done.

The council raised local 
property taxes by 40% last 
year, which has the effect 
of raising mortgages and 
rents on everyone inside 
the City of Knoxville. Fugate 
voted for it. Kincannon and 
her minions on the Council 
talk about affordable hous-
ing, yet drive up the cost of 
what people pay in rent and 
mortgages.

That is an issue Fugate’s 
opponent ,  Cameron 
Brooks, has hit repeated-
ly. Brooks has been running 
his campaign steadily on 
support for working people 
and especially working fam-
ilies. Apparently, Brooks’ 
messaging has been reso-
nating, as Debbie Helsley 
has done her very best to 
lift much of Brooks’ plat-
form and position herself 
as the champion of work-
ing families. That’s a new 
issue for Helsley who had 
nothing to say on the topic 
while running last year for 
Knox County Mayor. Helsley 
was busy pushing nation-
al issues, which had noth-
ing to do with Knox County 
government, like her “bold, 
new” climate change policy 
for the community.  It’s also 
difficult to believe when a 
candidate supports con-
tinuing increasing taxes 
and the cost of living for 
working families.

Kincannon and compa-
ny have spent recklessly 
and driven up the cost of 
the city’s government while 
delivering little in terms of 
accomplishments. The first 
thing Kincannon did after 
raising property taxes was 
to cut back services in the 
form of announcing the 
Knoxville Police Depart-
ment will no longer come 
for accidents unless there 
is an injury. That decision 

will also drive up the cost of 
car insurance for local con-
sumers.

Do Kincannon and com-
pany give a hoot about 
working people or working 
families? Not at all. The Kin-
cannon administration has 
made no secret of its desire 
to seek to raise the sales 
tax inside the City. Fugate 
suggested the City take 
back more of its share of 
the sales tax already being 
turned over to the school 
system, depriving Knox 
County Schools of perhaps 
as much as $40 million. 
Both Fugate and Kincan-
non would have screamed 
bloody murder had some-
one suggested that while 
they sat on the Board of 
Education. Times change, 
I reckon.

Once the city elections 
are over this year, Kincan-
non and company will move 
to increase the sales tax 
by referendum if they can. 
Paying more in sales taxes 
would hurt exactly who the 
most: working families and 
working people of course. 
All of the Kincannon rubber 
stamps on the council will 
either remain silent or sup-
port the idea. 

By their fruits, ye shall 
know them. Look to the 
candidates for city council 
this year who are forthright 
about their opposition to 
raising taxes on the people 
who are already struggling 
to get by as inflation con-
tinues to rise. As working 
families are paying $5 and 
$6 for a carton of eggs, 
they can ill afford to be 
left behind and pay more 
to live.

Briggs Bill Deserves 
Support

Speaking of the city coun-
cil, state Senator Richard 
Briggs has a bill that is 
moving in the Tennessee 
State Senate, which would 
eliminate at-large elections 
when candidates are nom-
inated in a district. That 
would mean every district 
seat on the Knoxville City 

Council would no longer 
run city-wide after having 
moved from the primary. 
Currently, candidates run 
solely within the confines 
of the district, then run city-
wide in the run-off election. 

The bill sponsored by 
Senator Briggs would stop 
the city-wide run-off elec-
tions and council members 
representing district would 
truly be the representatives 
of those districts.

Get Well, Dirk - 
Our Prayers Are 

With You
Dirk Weddington retired 

as a magistrate at Knox 
County’s Juvenile Court 
just a few years back. At 
the time of his retirement, 
Weddington was the senior 
magistrate under Juvenile 
Court Judge Tim Irwin. One 
of the most personally pop-
ular individuals working in 
the Juvenile Court Build-
ing, Weddington radiated 
positivity and never met a 
stranger. Unfailingly kind 
and thoughtful, Dirk Wed-
dington was one of those 
rare people who brightened 
workdays for those lucky 
enough to be his cowork-
ers. Among Weddington’s 
special friends are Rick 
Caldwell, a longtime resi-
dent of East Knox County 
who served as the magis-
trate’s courtroom bailiff; 
Chancellor Bud Armstrong 
and Focus columnist Ray 
Hill.

Weddington has told 
friends he has been diag-
nosed with cancer, but his 
attitude remains steadfast-
ly positive and his faith in 
the Lord is unbreakable. 
Dirk Weddington has just 
begun chemotherapy and 
his many friends at the 
Knox County Juvenile Court, 
as well as here at The Knox-
ville Focus pray for his com-
plete and rapid recovery. A 
husband and father, as well 
as the doting grandfather of 
ten, Dirk Weddington is still 
sorely needed in this world.

Publisher’s Positions

By Steve Hunley, 
Publisher
publisher@knoxfocus.com

WUTK 90.3 FM AND GENERAL MANAGER BENNY SMITH WERE HONORED RECENTLY by the Knox 
County Commission. The college radio station first went live on the air in 1982 and now reaches Knox and 
surrounding counties and is available to listeners on the internet’s worldwide stream. Photo by Mike Steely.
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COMPASS
Heating & Air Conditioning Inc.

524-7237    688-1124

Heat Pump with All Parts Extended 
Warranty. Take 10 years to pay! 

REPLACE YOUR EXISTING HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM WITH A HIGH EFFICIENCY ONE! 

Serving you since 1979. Energy Star 
Certified

WE DO DUCT 
CLEANING!

FEBRUARY 17-18-19FEBRUARY 17-18-19

JANUARY 20-21-22 . KNOXVILLE EXPO CENTER
FEB. 17 [FRIDAY] FEB. 18 [SATURDAY] FEB. 19 [SUNDAY]

WINDSOR RIDGE
(fmr. Windsor Gardens) (fmr. Windsor Gardens) 

We serve senior We serve senior 
residents of Knoxville, residents of Knoxville, 

Powell, Fountain City and Powell, Fountain City and 
the surrounding areas— the surrounding areas— 

fostering our resident’s fostering our resident’s 
sense of independence sense of independence 

while ensuring while ensuring 
a loving home-like a loving home-like 

environment.environment.

5611 CENTRAL AVENUE PIKE  |  KNOXVILLE, TN 37912  |  865-688-4840

INSPIRITSENIORLIVING.COM/WINDSORRIDGE

According to Dupree, the lost 
chance to bond and unify on 
a bus ride cost both the HMS 
boys’ and girls’ teams in the 
District Tournament.

“We had good teams at 
Holston,” Dupree said. “They 
could have done well in the 
regional tournament, the sec-
tional tournament, but nei-
ther one made it because they 
didn’t have the cohesion that 
comes with being able to build 
a team that all the rest of the 
middle schools had because 
they all had buses.”

Dupree finished by imply-
ing that the explanation for 
Holston’s bus problem is 
because of the section of the 
city it’s in.

The meeting adjourned after 
a number of parents spoke 
about the need for KCS to 
allow outside therapists - par-
ticularly ABA (Applied Behav-
ior Analysis) - to work with chil-
dren who have autism or other 

behavioral challenges.
One such speaker was Cort-

ney Piper, a former UT swim-
mer, president of Piper Com-
munications, and local TV polit-
ical commentator.

Piper told the board her son 
was diagnosed with autism in 
March of last year, and was pre-
scribed ABA therapy. According 
to Piper, ABA therapy is “the 
only therapy approved to treat 
autism spectrum disorder.”

Piper said that she was told 
by the Director of Special Edu-
cation this past September 
that KCS didn’t allow it, only 
to be told later that wasn’t 
the case. She suggested that 
KCS’s inefficient communica-
tion system with parents lead 
to her requests being need-
lessly delayed.

“I encourage immediate 
action to explicitly allow ABA 
therapy in the classroom,” 
Piper said. This cannot wait 
until next school year.”

School board

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Knoxville Mayor Indya 
Kincannon was autho-
rized Tuesday to apply for 
$390,319 in federal funds 
for the Fire Department. 
The resolution for health 
and safety equipment 
includes funding for a spe-
cial washing machine for 
police and fire department 
vehicles, exercise equip-
ment for fire employees, 
and an ambulance.

Councilwoman Lauren 
Rider asked about the 
request and Chief Oper-
ating Officer David Brace, 

answering for Fire Chief 
Stan Sharp who was not 
at the meeting, said the 
ambulance has already 
been ordered. He said 
the FEMA funds, if grant-
ed, will also help purchase 
a “motorized gurney” for 
ambulance use.

“The fire department 
hasn’t had an ambulance 
for over thirty years,” Coun-
cilwoman Amelia Parker 
noted. Brace said the 
motorized gurney will cost 
about $70,000 and help in 
loading a person. He said 
the ambulance “should be 
here this summer.”

Mayor Kincannon said 
the city is purchasing the 

ambulance with or without 
the FEMA funding.

The council also approved 
the hiring of three compa-
nies to maintain the city’s 
traffic signals. Each com-
pany will receive $125,000 
annually.

Downtown residents 
and businesses will con-
tinue to get city waste and 
recycling services in an 
agreement with MidAtlan-
tic Solid Waste Consultants 
LLC. The Public Service 
Department requested the 
$52,000 agreement. The 
downtown service is sepa-
rate from the citywide trash 
pickup contract with Waste 
Management.

Seven scattered sites 
around the city will see 
litter pickup in a contract 
with KMF III Services LLC. 
The $77,985 contract is 
part of a 12-month land-
scape management ser-
vices agreement.

The council  also 
approved a grant from TVA 
for consultant services to 
support the city’s growing 
electric vehicle fleet.

Several zoning changes 
were approved, mostly for 
housing, and one, request-
ed by CMC Steel US LLC, 
resulted in a split 7-2 vote. 
Benjamin Mullins repre-
sented the firm that was 
approved to rezone 1542 

New York Avenue from Tra-
ditional Neighborhood to 
Heavy Industrial.

Brace said the firm has 
“been a good neighbor and 
employer for years.” Mullins 
told the council the firm has 
no plans to extend its oper-
ation there and that many 
other “residential” sites 
there are actually operat-
ed as commercial property. 
He described the request 
as “a modest expansion for 
storage.”

Councilman Charles 
Thomas said the area 
“has no housing on it” and 
the request will provide a 
better use. He noted the 
fenced lot was, at one time, 

designated for a greenway 
but it was never developed 
as such. The first reading 
passed with Councilwom-
en Parker and Seema Singh 
voting “No.”

The council also voted 
to remove a previously 
approved planned district 
designation for 428 East 
Scott Avenue. Councilwom-
an Rider said the property 
has changed hands and the 
new owner wants the desig-
nation removed.

Mayor Kincannon named 
Logan Black, Nancy Carter, 
Christopher Mathison 
and Paul Robertson to 
the Council on Disability 
Issues.

 Fire Department to get an ambulance

Ijams Nature Center is looking 
for volunteer site captains for its 
34th annual Ijams River Rescue 
on Saturday, April 15, from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

This one-day cleanup annually 
brings together 500-800 volun-
teers to remove between 10-40 
tons of trash from the Tennessee 
River’s shorelines and tributary 
creeks.

“In 2022, 557 volunteers safely 
removed more than 21 tons of gar-
bage from 44 sites,” Ijams Devel-
opment Director Cindy Hassil said. 
“This year’s goal is to tackle 40 
sites in Knox, Anderson, Blount 
and Loudon counties, so that will 
require about 80 site captains 
because we’d like to have two co-
captains at each site.”

A site captain’s duties range 
from checking in volunteers and 

going over safety procedures to 
completing a brief cleanup report. 
There are one to two site captains 
at each location. These volunteers 
receive training prior to the event.

The Ijams River Rescue is held 
rain or shine, but if severe weather 
is predicted for April 15, the event 
will move to April 22.

The deadline to sign up to be a 
site captain is Feb. 15. To sign up, 
email Hassil at chassil@ijams.org.

A general call for cleanup volun-
teers will go out in March.

Sponsors to date include Ten-
nessee Valley Authority, City of 
Knoxville Stormwater Engineer-
ing, Tennessee Wildlife Resourc-
es Agency, Vulcan Materials Com-
pany, Knoxville TVA Employees 
Credit Union, Waste Connections 
of Tennessee, and Thompson 
Engineering. The deadline to be a 

sponsor is Feb. 15.
Ijams Nature Center is a non-

profit, 318-acre educational 
nature center for all ages, abili-
ties and walks of life. Ijams’ mis-
sion is to encourage stewardship 
of the natural world by providing 
an urban greenspace for people 
to learn about and enjoy the out-
doors through engaging experi-
ences. Located just three miles 
from downtown Knoxville, Ijams 
features 12+ miles of hiking and 
mixed-use trails, a public access 
river dock, swimming, boating, 
biking and more. The center 
offers hundreds of educational 
programs annually for all ages. 
The Ijams grounds and trails are 
open every day from 8 a.m. until 
dusk. The Visitor Center is open 
daily from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. For more 
information, visit Ijams.org.

Ijams River Rescue Needs 
Volunteer Site Captains for Annual 

Cleanup on Saturday, April 15
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The word racism is like 
ketchup. It can be put 
on practically anything - 
and demanding evidence 
makes you a racist.

Thomas Sowell

Did you watch it? I didn’t. 
I refuse to waste my time 
with the modern State 
of the Union Addresses 
(SOTU) which remind me 
of kabuki theater. The cho-
reographed backslapping, 
standing and clapping, sit-
ting and scowling is just a 
meaningless spectacle. 
The only thing I remem-
ber from these events is 
Nancy Pelosi’s destruction 
of Congressional property 
as she derisively tore apart 
President Trump’s State 
of the Union speech on 
national TV. 

Article 2, section 3, 
clause 1 of the United 
States Constitution says 
that the president is to 
periodically “give to the 
Congress information on 
the state of the Union.” For 

the first hundred years of 
our country the president 
submitted only a written 
report to the Congress. In 
1913 President Woodrow 
Wilson began the “regu-
lar practice of delivering 
the address to Congress 
in person as a way to rally 
support for the president’s 
agenda.” 

Ole Joe and his handlers 
have an impossible task. 
They are trying to “put lip-
stick on a pig” and convince 
Americans that the Union is 
doing well. As iPOTUS says, 
“Come on, man.” 

Delusions are symptoms 
of insanity. I reject the 
Democrats’ delusions. We 
are not safer, everything 
costs more, shortages are 
real and I have lost trust 
in all sectors of govern-
ment. We no longer have 
a southern border, supply 
chains and transporta-
tion are in jeopardy, drugs 
and crime are rampant, 
inflation continues, the 
wealth of Americans has 

been dissipated and our 
standing in the world has 
been gutted. But hey, we 
don’t have “mean tweets” 
anymore. 

Tragically, out of irratio-
nal hatred, America voted 
against a strong leader, 
prosperity and safety, and 
elected a demented vassal 
of China. The consequenc-
es of listening to lies of the 
deep state (FBI and others), 
the mainstream media, 
Democrats and progressive 
liberal/leftists are obvious 
to a rational person. If you 
thought you were safe and 
woke generals and the 
president would protect 
you, the Chinese balloon, 
allowed to transit our coun-
try, dispelled that illusion. 
Secretary of State Blinken 
was even forced to cancel 
his state visit with Xi Jinping 
after China gave America 
“the middle finger.” 

SOTU addresses make 
about as much sense as 
the various awards shows 
televised throughout the 
year, where the artsy-fart-
sy crowd praises itself. 
The last time I paid any 
attention to the Academy 
Awards, Tony’s, Grammys, 
etc. was when Saving 
Private Ryan lost the best 
picture award in 1988 
to Shakespeare in Love. 
Actually, Shakespeare in 
Love is a beautiful film. I 
have a copy in my library. 
However, critics consider 
Saving Private Ryan “one 
of the greatest films ever 

made.” 
Emblematic of these 

inane award shows is the 
recent Grammys, where 
the gender confused Sam 
Smith performed a per-
verted devil worship song 
and dance routine spon-
sored by Pfizer Drugs and 
lauded in a tweet by CBS 
television. No thank you. 
I won’t watch this trash. 
The clips of Smith’s devil-
ish routine reminded me of 
Biden’s horrific University 
of Pennsylvania speech. 

Our country is a mess. 
So, what can you do? Join 
my boycott of woke and ESG 
(environment social gov-
ernance) companies and 
their products. Examples 
are CBS, Coke, Disney, 
Sports Illustrated, etc. You 
can easily find internet 
lists of such companies. I 
no longer use the uber lib-
eral Google search engine. 
I use Duck Duck Go which 
doesn’t track me or sell my 
information to advertis-
ers. Have you seen Duck 
Duck Go’s ad that uses the 
Police song, “I’ll be watch-
ing you”? That’s Google in 
a nutshell. 

I vote at every opportuni-
ty and I write this column. 
The black, female, conser-
vative Kira Davis challeng-
es us to find some area 
to push back against the 
destruction of our country. 
We must be courageous 
and refuse to be gaslight-
ed into tolerating or accept-
ing something you know is 

wrong. Respectfully, say to 
the progressive liberal bul-
lying you, “I don’t accept 
your premise.” Turn their 
manipulative words back 
on them.

English is a living lan-
guage. Consequently, the 
meaning of words chang-
es over time, words come 
in and out of vogue and 
usage. The word mouse 
used to refer to the small 
rodent scurrying under the 
cabinet, but now also drives 
the cursor on my computer 
screen. When I was a child, 
I pulled the trigger on my 
cap pistol. Now, people 
describe certain words as 
triggers, capable of evok-
ing emotions, even rage. 
The notion that “sticks 
and stones may break my 
bones, but words can never 
hurt me” is now passé.

Since we’re on the topic, 
let me digress just a bit. 
I now find that I am “trig-
gered” by the promotion 
of racism by hustlers. I’m 
also triggered by sexuality 
that is thrust into my face. If 
you’re an adult I don’t care 
what you think or do in your 
bedroom. Furthermore, I 
don’t want to hear about 
your victim status. And just 
like the race card, I don’t 
want sexuality preached to 
my grandchildren in school 
or in drag queen shows with 
children in attendance. 

You might label me a 
coward for not watching 
the two hours of SOTU. I 
was afraid that watching 

Washington “porn” would 
trigger me and sour my 
soul. Out of civic duty I did 
read numerous accounts 
from both “sides of the 
aisle,” including the so-
called fact checks of the 
divider-in-chief and Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders. That 
was all I could tolerate. 
What I did see was the con-
trast between the 40-year-
old woman governor of 
Arkansas and the dement-
ed octogenarian. The con-
trast between “normal and 
crazy” was striking.

With balloon-gate, I’ve 
been thinking. Why would 
China attack us when they 
have Democrats to destroy 
us? Our best defense is to 
take power from Democrats 
who have become “crazy.”

We must stay informed. 
We have access to more 
information than at any 
time in history. Yes, there 
is fake news, “lies, damn 
lies and statistics.” The 
truth has always been illu-
sive and transcends mere 
facts which are contextual 
(see John 18:38). 

And my last words 
of advice? Follow the 
Ferguson axiom: “Read 
widely, think carefully, sift 
everything through your 
conscience and common 
sense, be courageous and 
keep looking up.”

February 13, 2023

Continue on page 2

Lies, Consequences and Triggers

 Lunch Specials $799-$1099   Dinner Specials $1099-$2499

Monday Night Trivia
Wednesday Night Karaoke

Thursday Night Acoustic Band
Friday and Saturday Night Big Bands

Take-out Ordering Available 
Family Oriented

Best Ribs in Town

950 E Emory Rd. Knoxville  •  865-263-1000  •  wildboartavern.com

Norwood neighbors 
to meet this week

T h e  N o r w o o d 
Homeowners Group 
will meet on Thursday, 
February 16, 2023, at 
7:00 p.m. at Northwest 
Baptist Church, 2614 
Merchant Dr.

You do not want to miss 
this meeting!  We might 
have some exciting news 
for our community!

We will discuss the out-
break of car break-ins 
and hopefully KPD can 
give us an update on this 
situation.

Represnetatives from 
KUB will discuss the new 
fiber internet in Norwood/
Inskip areas and answer 
any questions.

We will have Councilman 
Charles Thomas of the 5th 
District, who represents a 
large portion of Norwood 

and the Inskip area, along 
with Carol Evans of Legacy 
Parks, and the new owner 
of the 40+/- acre property 
at 2400-2600 Merchant 
Dr.  They will discuss a 
proposal for the use of 
the land.

If you’re not familiar 
with Legacy Parks, visit 
their website at legacyp-
arks.org.

It takes all residents 
working together to make 
Norwood a safer and great 
place to live.

Everyone in Norwood 
and adjoining communi-
ties are welcome to attend 
our meetings!

Submitted by Norwood 
Homeowners Group 

President Debbie 
Phillips, (865) 679-7313

Getting out in the winter 
with the family can be inex-
pensive if you just take a 
ride and visit some of the 
most interesting places in 
our region.

Polk County, southeast 
of Knoxville, is one of the 
more rural parts of East 
Tennessee and skirts 
the bottom of the Smoky 
Mountains. Benton is the 
county seat and the little 
town only has about 1,500 

residents. It was found-
ed in 1840 shortly after 
the forced removal of the 
Cherokee.

Originally known as 
McKamy’s Stock Stand it 
was named for Missouri 
Senator Thomas Hart 
Benton.

The last time my wife and 
I traveled down that way we 
took the long way around, 
starting in Maryville and 
heading south on Highway 
411 through Vonore, 
Madisonville and Etowah. 
Each of those communities 
has its own appeal such as 
the large historic railroad 
museum in Etowah. There’s 
also a train excursion at 
that station.

Benton is just south-
east of the junction of 
the Ocoee and Hiwassee 
rivers and just to the east 

of town are the Smoky’s 
Unicoi Mountains. Just 
south of town is the little 
settlement of Old Fort, one 
of the sites of a removal 

camp that held Cherokee 
families before the forced 
relocation to Oklahoma. 
Old Fort Marr blockhouse 

Taking the Benton Loop
A Day Away

By Mike Steely

The much-honored grave of Nancy Ward, the Beloved 
Woman of the Cherokee, is just south of Benton, Tennes-
see, along  Old Highway 411. Visitors for years have car-
ried round river rocks to add to her grave.
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His Christmas 
c a r d  w a s 
p o s t m a r k e d 
November 23, 
2022. It includ-
ed a picture of 
him wearing his 
traditional white 
cowboy hat . 
Little did we 
know that this 
Christmas card 
would be the last 
one from Clayton Sharp. 
Clayton passed away on 
January 18, 2023.

The Sharps lived on the 
next ridge over from us. 
Our father went to Gibbs 
High School with Betty 
and Clayton Sharp. I’ve 
known their names for as 
long as I can remember. 
My brother, Wayne, and I 
went to school with their 
sons, Rancy and Monty. 
Rancy was in my class for 
all 12 grades, and Monty’s 
class was a year ahead of 
Wayne’s. Several years 
ago, I wrote about The 
Sharps and all the volun-
teer work they did along 
with the many awards 
and recognitions they 
had received. Sadly, Betty 

passed away in 
2019.

Clayton lived 
an amazing and 
ex t raordinar y 
life, some of 
which included 
being active in 
his church, help-
ing start a Boy 
Scout Troop, 
and for many 
years demon-

strating the skill of black-
smithing at the Museum of 
Appalachia. Just over one 
year ago, I wrote about 
Clayton’s 100th birthday. 
Early this year, he turned 
101! 

“He was one of a kind! 
He loved everyone and 
everyone loved him,” 
Rancy said of his father. 

Our family appreciated 
Clayton for sharing many 
thoughts with our family 
about our father from the 
times they spent together 
in their younger years.

“I got to spend the last 
16 days of his life with him 
talking to him during his 
good moments and taking 
a trip on his rabbit trails! 
I was blessed to be with 
him as he approached 
heaven,” Rancy shared. 

“It Is Well With My Soul” 
was Clayton’s favorite 
song. “He was singing it 
just a few days before he 
passed,” Rancy said. 

The longtime member 
of Clapp’s Chapel United 
Methodist Church received 
full military honors with 
the 21-gun salute, and 
a flag was presented to 
Rancy. 

“I want to thank his care-
givers for walking with him 
and my mom since 2018,” 
Rancy said. “I was proud to 
say I was Clayton Sharp’s 
son!”

was relocated from there 
to Benton, where the log 
structure still stands. Just 
beyond there is Tennga, 
Georgia, aptly named 
because it sits near the 
Tennessee and Georgia 
state line.

Benton sports the 
Cherokee National Forest 
and, nearby, is the Ocoee 
Dam that was used for 
whitewater rafting during 
the Atlanta Olympics. A 
scenic hiking trail near 
Benton leads to Benton 
Falls.

But the Benton attrac-
tion that many people 
visit is the grave of 
the Cherokee Beloved 
Woman, Nancy Ward. She 
was married several times 
including to a white trader 
and operated a trading 
post along the Ocoee. 
She’s buried with rela-
tives and her hilltop grave 
is marked not only with a 
historic marker but with 
round river stones carried 
there by well-wishers.

Nancy Ward has 
many Cherokee and 

white descendants in 
Tennessee and out west. 
She died before the Trail 
of Tears removal and was, 
at times, in opposition 
to some tribal members 
when they continued the 
war against white settlers 
in our region.

The Nancy Ward 
Gravesite State Park 
is located just off Old 
Highway 411 southwest 
of Benton and is open to 
visitors. If you’re interest-
ed in learning more about 
Nancy Ward. you can find 
lots of information online 
or at the Museum of East 
Tennessee History in 
Knoxville. That museum 
has a silver ring said to 
have belonged to the his-
toric woman.

After Benton, you can 
double back to Highway 
30 and visit the old com-
munity of Reliance or con-
tinue south to the Ocoee 
and take Highway 74 to 
Cleveland, Tennessee, 
where you can catch 
Interstate 75 back to 
Knoxville.

By Ralphine Major
ralphine3@
yahoo.com

Cont. from page 1

By Joe Rector
joerector@comcast.net

Doubt and faith

BASEMENT OR 
CRAWLSPACE LEAKING??

Don’t overpay the nationwide 
companies by the thou$ands when 
MOLD TOX, LLC can install a dry-up 

system for a fraction of the cost!
BBB Accredited Business with A+ Rating

TN Charter #4410

(865) 524-1227     (865) 453-1880
www.moldtox.com

‘21 Jeep Gladiator Overland 11K , 4X4  $45,990
2020 Toyota Prius LE AWD-E, Gas saver!  $30,770
2022 Honda Accord Sport Local trade $31,970
2019 Ford Flex Limited, AWD, Loaded!   $32,970
2020 Honda CR-V Touring Extra clean!  $33,950
‘20 Ford F-150 Raptor SVT, 4X4  $69,950
‘20 Ford Explorer Platinum 4X4, 3.0 Eco $47,770

Also take advantage of our Quicklane Tire
and Auto Center - No Appointment Needed!

I’m KOPPER, and I’m a keeper! I’ve experienced a lot 
over the last 7 years, and I’m ready to live out my 
golden years in a loving home. I enjoy snuggling on 
the couch, and I s� ll get the zoomies a� er playing 
outside. I don’t mind living with cats or other dogs. 
Find out if we’re a fi t by applying for a meet-and-

greet with my foster parent – just fi ll out the form at 
the top of young-williams.org/adopt/dogs. 

Hi, my name is MIZE, and I am hun� ng for my 
forever home. I’m about 2 years old, so I have 

plenty of puppy energy and curiosity. I love long 
walks, playing outside and sniffi  ng everything. If 

you need an adventure buddy, I could be the one 
for you! Meet me and other pets at Young-Williams 

Animal Center, 3201 Division St. 

Ad space donated by The Knoxville Focus.

I watched a 
comedy special 
on television the 
other night, and 
the comedian 
told several jokes 
about people 
bel iev ing in 
something bigger 
than themselves. 
On another occa-
sion, I watched 
the show “Evil.” 
A priest, a psy-
chologist, and a tech guy 
travel around to perform 
exorcisms and investi-
gate strange phenomena. 
However, the psychologist 
and techy don’t believe 
in God. In fact, it seems 
that so many characters 

in programs are 
agnostics or 
atheists. I’ve also 
seen the com-
mercial with Ron 
Reagan Jr. proud-
ly professing his 
atheism and tell-
ing viewers that 
he’s not afraid of 
dying and going 
to hell.

For the life 
of me, I don’t 

understand folks who 
don’t believe in someone 
or something higher and 
above themselves. Their 
choices in spiritual matters 
are none of my business, 
even though I don’t agree 
with them. If we just came 

into existence through a 
“big bang” or a “poof,” our 
being is simply a mistake 
or a chance or a product of 
some actions which most 
of us don’t understand at 
all.

I question the behav-
iors of deniers. Their non-
belief isn’t consistent. In 
moments of surprise or 
fear, many exclaim, “Jesus!” 
Invoking the name of the 
Son of God doesn’t square 
with the conviction that 
God isn’t real. The same 
goes for taking God’s name 
in vain. Why would atheists 
call on the very entity that 
they declare doesn’t exist?

Life must be discourag-
ing for nonbelievers. Oh 

sure, they might say the 
lack of a God allows their 
lives to be free-flowing. 
No guilt or obligations for 
actions are necessary. 
However, if God doesn’t 
exist, then that means 
our own lives are useless. 
We are nothing more than 
random reactions to some 
major event.

Worst of all, in the think-
ing of atheists, nothing 
exists after this life. We 
are born, live, and die; 
that’s it. Our bodies lie in 
the ground and rot or our 
ashes are spread at some 
place that was special to 
us. That’s it. Nothing that 
we have done is of value. 
Our relationships are trivial. 

After all, when our lives end 
before us lies nothingness 
and no one.

I choose to look at God’s 
existence in a different way. 
In my world, God loves each 
person, even those who 
deny his existence. A tiny 
piece of God lives within 
each of us; that’s the spirit 
that guides, guards and 
directs us. Our choice is 
whether or not to listen 
to that presence. That’s 
where free will comes in. 
All of us will face joys and 
hardships. Those things 
are best enjoyed by or tol-
erated with a deep, abid-
ing love for a creator. When 
our time on earth is over, 
our bodies are left here, but 

those little pieces return to 
the source. We are reunited 
with all those other pieces 
in the wholeness of God.

In the end, each of us 
will experience the end 
of our time on this earth. 
That is when the truth will 
be revealed. Faith directs 
some of us. We can never 
prove that God exists, but 
in our hearts, we know He 
is. It is sad that those who 
don’t believe never hear 
that still, small voice that 
will be with them until the 
end. Of course, until the 
last breath, the opportunity 
to listen and acknowledge 
will be present.

Clayton’s 
Christmas Card

Benton Loop

Picture of Clayton Sharp, courtesy of Dale Hall.
Words of Faith include the beautiful scripture of Psalm 

23 (KJV), Clayton’s favorite: “The Lord is my shepherd; I 
shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pas-
tures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth 
my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for 
his name’s sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with 
me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou prepar-
est a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: 
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 
my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”
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Robert A. “Fats” Everett 
lay ailing in Nashville’s 
Veterans Hospital.   For 
decades the 6-foot-4 con-
gressman, whose weight 
teetered between 255 and 
370 pounds, had been a 
fixture in Tennessee poli-
tics.   Everett had learned 
politics from some of the 
Volunteer State’s most 
successful practitioners 
of the art.   “Fats” Everett 
was something of a politi-
cal prodigy with a liking for 
people, a sunny disposi-
tion and a head for under-
standing politics.   Everett 
had gotten himself elect-
ed to the Obion County 
Commission when he was 
only twenty-one years old.  
Two years later, Everett was 
elected circuit court clerk.  
“Fats” Everett served in the 
U. S. Army from 1942 – 45 
during the Second World 
War and then became 
administrative assistant 
to Tennessee’s junior 
United States senator, Tom 
Stewart.  Following Senator 
Stewart’s loss in the 1948 
Democratic primary, newly 
elected Governor Gordon 
Browning sought out 
Everett to become his chief 
of staff. 

In 1950, Everett left the 
State Capitol and went 
home to West Tennessee 
where he challenged 
Jere Cooper for Cooper’s 
seat in the U. S. House of 
Representatives.   Cooper 
had been in Congress 
since 1928 and was 
an institution inside his 
West Tennessee district.  
Everett’s popularity was 
such that it was the closest 
election of Congressman 
Jere Cooper’s career.   The 
final vote tally was 26,675 
for Cooper and 25,055 for 
“Fats” Everett, a difference 
of 1,620 ballots.   It was 
the only campaign “Fats” 
Everett ever lost.   The 
portly politician’s personal 
popularity inside his home 
county of Obion County is 
staggering; against a pop-
ular incumbent who was 
the ranking member of 
the powerful House Ways 
and Means Committee, 
Everett won 7,138 votes 
to only 2,319 for Cooper.  
“Fats” Everett won better 
than 75% of the vote in his 
home county against a sit-
ting congressman, which 
was quite a feat, especial-
ly when the incumbent had 
represented the county for 
twenty-two years. 

Jere Cooper died unex-
pectedly in December of 
1957 and “Fats” Everett 
was the favorite to win the 
special election.  Following 
his sweeping victory in 
the special election, he 
was unopposed in the 
Democratic primary later in 
1958.  That became a pat-
tern; Congressman “Fats” 
Everett became unbeat-
able inside his district.  
Everett also passed along 
his knowledge of politics to 
the next generation.  One of 
his drivers while he toured 
the counties comprising his 
district was a young Ned 
McWherter. 

While in Congress, 
“Fats” Everett was a very 
conservative Democrat 

when there was still such a 
thing.  Representing one of 
the most rural congressio-
nal districts in Tennessee, 
Everett reflected the 
views of the home folks 
and his constituent ser-
vice was excellent, which 
only increased his popu-
larity.   Everett had been 
reelected in 1968 without 
opposition and the follow-
ing month he had gone to 
Bethesda Naval Hospital 
suffering from complica-
tions from diabetes.  Later, 
Everett was transferred to 
the Veterans’ Hospital in 
Nashville.   The congress-
man’s condition included 
kidney problems and he 
contracted a “flu-like virus” 
which led to pneumonia.  
Robert Ashton Everett died 
on January 26, 1969.  He 
was only fifty-three years 
old.

When a member of the 
United States Senate dies 
or resigns, the governor of 
the state appoints some-
one to serve until the next 
election cycle.  When a con-
gressman dies or resigns 
from office, the governor 
calls a special election to 
fill the vacancy.  The 1968 
election in Tennessee 
had been hard fought 
between GOP presidential 
nominee Richard Nixon, 
Democratic nominee and 
then-Vice President Hubert 
Humphrey and third party 
candidate George Wallace, 
the governor of Alabama.  
It was one of the closest 
elections in our country’s 
history and Tennessee 
was no exception.  Richard 
Nixon had been on the 
Republican ticket as 
either the vice presiden-
tial or presidential candi-
date in 1952, 1956, 1960 
and 1968 and carried the 
Volunteer State each time.  
Nixon won Tennessee that 
year albeit only narrowly, 
with just under 38% of the 
vote.  Hard on Nixon’s heels 
in Tennessee was George 
Wallace who tallied 34% of 
the vote.  Hubert Humphrey 
ran third in Tennessee with 
28%. 

Wallace had swept much 
of West Tennessee and 
proved to be highly popu-
lar in Tennessee’s Eighth 
Congressional District.  
When Governor Buford 
Ellington, a Democrat, 
called for the special elec-
tion, Wallace’s American 
Independent Party fielded 
a candidate to succeed the 
late “Fats” Everett.   There 
was considerable opti-
mism amongst Tennessee 
Republicans as well and 
they nominated Leonard 
Dunavant, who enjoyed a 
long and highly respected 
tenure in the Tennessee 
General Assembly.  William 
J. Davis was the candi-
date for the American 
Independent Party and 
Ed Jones became the 
Democratic candidate to 
succeed Congressman 
Everett.

Jones, bald and bespec-
tacled, looked more like 
an accountant than a con-
gressman.  Ed Jones was 
a farmer from Yorkville, 
Tennessee.   Jones had 
been Commissioner of 

Agriculture when Gordon 
Browning was restored to 
the governorship in 1949.  
At the time of his appoint-
ment, Ed Jones was the 
youngest person ever 
to serve as Tennessee’s 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f 
Agriculture, being only thir-
ty-six years old.   With the 
election of John F. Kennedy, 
Jones became the chair of 
the Agricultural Stabilization 
& Conservation Service for 
Tennessee by appointment 
of the president in 1961.  It 
was a post Jones continued 
to hold until his election to 
Congress. 

Governor Ellington set 
the special election for 
March 25, 1969, which 
gave prospective candi-
dates little time to cam-
paign.   As incumbents 
tended to occupy the 
Eighth Congressional 
District’s seat in the House 
of Representatives until 
death, a number of candi-
dates immediately declared 
their intention to run.  
Circuit Court Judge Dick 
Jerman of Alamo said he 
was running, as did James 
O. Lanier of Dyersburg.  
Claude Cockrell Jr., a busi-
nessman and avid sup-
porter of Governor George 
Wallace, announced he was 
running as an Independent.  
Allen Strawbridge, a veter-
an of Tennessee’s political 
wars and a Republican, had 
tasted nothing but defeat 
due to his party affiliation, 
and while he said he didn’t 
think much of running a 
campaign for Congress, he 
said he might be persuad-
ed.  State Representative 
Leonard Dunavant of 
Millington operated a suc-
cessful furniture store in 
his home city and appeared 
to be the favorite for the 
GOP nomination irrespec-
tive of Strawbridge’s intent. 

Jim Lanier was thirty-sev-
en years old and finishing 
his last year in law school.  
He had served a term in 
the Tennessee House of 
Representatives from his 
native Dyer County where 
his father was something of 
a political boss.  Many West 
Tennessee Democrats 
were waiting to see what 
George Thomas would do.  
Thomas, who was from 

Dresden (Ned McWherter’s 
home as well), had been 
the field representative not 
only for “Fats” Everett but 
also for his predecessor 
in Congress, Jere Cooper.  
An attorney who had been 
the equivalent of Weakley 
County’s mayor, Thomas 
was acknowledged to have 
the widest number of polit-
ical contacts in the district 
as well as perhaps the larg-
est number of friends and 
acquaintances. 

At one time or the other, 
virtually every notable 
Democrat in the district 
expressed some interest 
in being the congressio-
nal nominee for his party 
inside the Eighth District.  
State Senator Milton 
Hamilton, George Thomas, 
Ed Jones, Obion County 
Judge Dan McKinnis, state 
Representative Willie 
Neese of Paris, and Cayce 
Pentecost, chairman of 
the elected State Public 
Service Commission, all 
were reputedly eager to 
run.   Judge Dick Jerman 
had already announced 
he was withdrawing from 
consideration as a candi-
date, having concluded he 
really didn’t want to live in 
Washington, D.C.   More 
likely, the judge found he 
didn’t have enough support 
to become the Democratic 
nominee.  Another prospec-
tive candidate was Claude 
Armour of Memphis, who 
had been police commis-
sioner and was a spe-
cial assistant to Governor 
Buford Ellington.

James A. “Jimmy” Peeler, 
chairman of Tennessee’s 
Democratic Party, called 
a convention of delegates 
representing the coun-
ties comprising the Eighth 
Congressional District.  As 
Democrats gathered for 
their convention in Jackson, 
Tennessee, there were a 
host of hopefuls angling 
for the nomination.  Several 
veteran political observers 
thought the convention was 
likely to deadlock simply 
because of the sheer 
number of candidates.  
Shelby County came to the 
convention with the biggest 
block of delegates, 132 
in total.   A part of Shelby 
County was in the Eighth 

Congressional District as 
well as the Seventh District 
and the bulk of Memphis 
was in the Ninth District. 

As the convention began, 
there were no less than 
11 candidates for the 
Democratic nomination for 
Congress from the Eighth 
District.  It took more than 
seven hours to pick the 
nominee.   Eventually, the 
fifty-six-year-old Ed Jones 
won the Democratic nom-
ination for Congress.  The 
following day, Republicans 
selected Leonard Dunavant 
to represent their party in 
the special election.

After a spirited con-
test, Ed Jones emerged 
as the victor with a plural-
ity of the vote.   Dunavant 
and Davis see-sawed back 
and forth in the election 
returns for second place.  
In the rural counties of the 
district, Davis was running 
second, but as the returns 
from Shelby County began 
to trickle in, Dunavant fin-
ished second.   Leonard 
Dunavant carried Benton 
County just barely and the 
portion of Shelby County 
inside the Eighth District.  
Ed Jones carried everything 
else.  At the time, the Eighth 
Congressional District was 
so solidly Democratic that 
Leonard Dunavant ran 
third in ten of the fourteen 
counties.

The Democrats had 
wisely nominated a candi-
date who related well to the 
people he aspired to repre-
sent in Congress.  Ed Jones 
was very well known in the 
Eighth District.  Old-timers 
recalled a Strawberry 
Festival parade when Jones 
had been Commissioner of 
Agriculture under Gordon 
Browning.   Governor 
Browning had been riding 
in the lead car during the 
parade as Jones was follow-
ing in a second automobile.  
Throughout the parade 
route, there were cries and 
greetings from the people 
lining the streets for Jones.  
As Governor Browning got 
to the speaker’s platform, 
Wink Bond of Arlington, 
Tennessee, said, “I think 
we elected the wrong man 
governor - - - it should have 
been Ed Jones.” 

Throughout his time in 

Congress, Jones and his 
wife Llew (for Llewellyn) ran 
the 225-acre family farm.  
Miss Llew taught school 
while raising the cou-
ple’s two daughters.   The 
Joneses were a typical farm 
family from Tennessee’s 
Eighth Congressional 
District.   Jones was as 
authentic as could be and 
the people knew it.   Once 
elected, Ed Jones was only 
seriously opposed once 
inside the Democratic pri-
mary during his twenty-
year tenure in the House of 
Representatives. 

Throughout his time in 
Congress, Ed Jones con-
centrated upon his pri-
mary interest and that of 
many of his constituents: 
agriculture.   Much of the 
legislation he sponsored 
had to do with agricultural 
interests. 

Larry Bates, a state rep-
resentative, spent a con-
siderable sum and was a 
profoundly conservative 
Democrat, yet Jones beat 
him easily.  Ed Jones likely 
could have remained in 
Congress as long as he 
wished, but he announced 
his retirement in 1988.  
When asked why he was 
retiring, the congressman 
replied he wanted to spend 
more time with his wife and 
family.  Ed and Llew Jones 
had only one grandchild, 
Meghan, who was their 
delight. 

When Ed Jones died on 
December 11, 1999, the 
Jackson Sun published an 
editorial whose headline 
summed up the late con-
gressman’s career and 
personality: “Ed Jones - - - 
Twenty years in Congress 
didn’t change who Jones 
was.”   The Sun remem-
bered Ed Jones as “a model 
for those who aspire to 
public service” and lauded 
his hard work on behalf 
of those he represented.  
The Sun praised the late 
congressman for having 
established “one of the 
earliest networks of con-
gressional field offices in 
his district” which in turn 
“allowed him to maintain a 
presence among his con-
stituents.”  The newspaper 
editorial noted Jones knew 
an extraordinary number of 
his people “on a first-name 
basis” and remarked how 
the congressman would 
regularly hold community 
meetings, insisting upon 
staying until everyone one 
who wished to see him 
had done so.  Jones readily 
acknowledged there were 
occasions when he had 
put aside his own feelings 
and cast his vote the way 
he believed a majority of 
his constituents felt.   The 
trust between Ed Jones and 
the people he represented 
allowed him the freedom 
to occasionally vote for 
bills he truly believed were 
in the best interest of his 
folks and the great major-
ity trusted him enough to 
accept his personal judg-
ment.   There is no higher 
tribute to any elected 
official.

Pages from the Past

By Ray Hill
rayhill865@gmail.com

The 1969 Special Election in Tennessee

FROM THE AUTHOR’S PERSONAL COLLECTION, AP WIREPHOTO. 

Newly elected Congressman Ed Jones celebrates with his wife, Llew, and two daughters 
after winning a 1969 special election to succeed the late Fats Everett.
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FORECLOSURE 
NOTICES 

SUBSTITUTE 
TRUSTEE’S SALE

Sale at public auction will be on March 23, 
2023 at 11:00AM local time, at the north door, 
Knox County Courthouse, City-County Building, 
400 Main Street, Knoxville, Tennessee pursuant 
to Deed of Trust executed by John T. Cade, to 
William H. Curtis or Gordon C. Curtis, Trustee, 
as trustee for Curtis Mortgage Company, Inc. 
on March 29, 1999 at Book 3565, Page 781; 
conducted by LLG Trustee TN LLC, having been 
appointed Substitute or Successor Trustee, all 
of record in the Knox County Register’s Office. 
Default has occurred in the performance of the 
covenants, terms, and conditions of said Deed 
of Trust and the entire indebtedness has been 
declared due and payable. 

Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:  Truist 
Bank, formerly known as Branch Banking and 
Trust, its successors and assigns.

The real estate located in Knox County, 
Tennessee, and described in the said Deed of 
Trust will be sold to the highest call bidder.  The 
terms of the said Deed of Trust may be modified by 
other instruments appearing in the public record.  
Additional identifying information regarding the 
collateral property is below and is believed to 
be accurate, but no representation or warrant is 
intended.

Street Address: 2772 Selma Avenue, 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37914

Parcel Number: 082KN013
Current Owner(s) of Property: John T. Cade
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all 

matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; 
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, 
easements, or setback lines that may be 
applicable; any statutory right of redemption 
of any governmental agency, state or federal; 
any prior liens or encumbrances including those 
created by a fixture filing or any applicable 
homeowners’ association dues or assessments; all 
claims or other matters, whether of record or not, 
which may encumber the purchaser’s title and any 
matter that an accurate survey of the premises 
might disclose. 

The following parties may claim an interest 
in the above-referenced property to be affected 
by the foreclosure: any judgment creditor or lien 
holder with an interest subordinate to the said 
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by, through 
or under any of the foregoing. Such parties known 
to the Substitute Trustee may include: Advanta 
Financial Corp; SLSLT Underlying Trust 2020-1. 

Terms of Sale will be public auction, for cash, 
free and clear of rights of homestead, redemption 
and dower to the extent disclaimed or inapplicable, 
and the rights of John T. Cade, and those claiming 
through him/her/it/them.

Any right of equity of redemption, statutory 
and otherwise, and homestead are waived in 
accord with the terms of said Deed of Trust, and 
the title is believed to be good, but the undersigned 
will sell and convey only as Substitute Trustee.

The right is reserved to adjourn the day of 
the sale to another day, time, and place certain 
without further publication, upon announcement 
at the time and place for the sale set forth above.  
If you purchase a property at the foreclosure 
sale, the entire purchase price is due and payable 
at the conclusion of the auction in the form of a 
certified/bank check made payable to or endorsed 
to LOGS Legal Group LLP. No personal checks will 
be accepted. To this end, you must bring sufficient 
funds to outbid the lender and any other bidders. 
Insufficient funds will not be accepted. Amounts 
received in excess of the winning bid will be 
refunded to the successful purchaser at the time 
the foreclosure deed is delivered.

This property is being sold with the express 
reservation that the sale is subject to confirmation 
by the lender or trustee.  This sale may be 
rescinded only by the Substitute Trustee at any 
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds the sale, 
the purchaser shall only be entitled to a return of 
any money paid towards the purchase price and 
shall have no other recourse.  Once the purchaser 
tenders the purchase price, the Substitute 
Trustee may deem the sale final in which case the 
purchaser shall have no remedy.  The real property 
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no warranties 
or representations of any kind, express or implied, 
including without limitation, warranties regarding 
condition of the property or marketability of title.

This office may be a debt collector.  This may 
be an attempt to collect a debt and any information 
obtained may be used for that purpose.

LLG Trustee TN LLC
Substitute Trustee

10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216

Phone (704) 333-8107
Fax (704) 333-8156
File No. 22-122429 

COURT 
NOTICES

ORDER FOR SERVICE 
BY PUBLICATION

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR UNION 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

Case No. 2022-CV-7321

SHERRY MICHELLE MARTINEZ, 
Petitioner/Legal Guardian, and JOSE LUIZ 

MARTINEZ, Petitioner/Legal Guardian

vs.
KENDALL IVEY, Respondent/Mother, and 

ETHAN DEAN, Respondent/Father.

IN THE MATTER OF:  Corbin Moser 
Dean – d.o.b. (09/04/2018)

ORDER FOR SERVICE BY PUBLICATION
This matter came to be heard by this 

Honorable Court on this the 18 day of January, 
2023. Upon Counsel’s MOTION FOR SERVICE 
BY PUBLICATION this Honorable Court finds 
as follows:

1.	 That the current whereabouts 
of the Respondent, Ethan Dean (hereinafter 
“Respondent”), are unknown.

2.	 That the Petitioner, Sherry 
Martinez, has made diligent efforts to locate the 
Respondent.

3.	 That pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. 
§ 21-1-203 and 21-1-204 that proper service on 
the Respondent will be satisfied through Service 
by Publication.

4.	 That The Knoxville Focus is a 
regularly published and distributed newspaper in 
Knoxville, Tennessee, which is the most proximate 
location of the Respondent’s last known location.

5.	 That The Knoxville Focus, IS the 
proper media forums for Service by Publication.

6.	 That Service by Publication 
through The Knoxville Focus, for four (4) 
consecutive weeks, satisfies all of the Service 
requirements set forth by Tenn. Code Ann. § 21-1-
203 and 21-1-204.

IT IS THEREFORE, ORDERED, ADJUDGED, 
AND DECREED AS FOLLOWS:

1.	 That the Respondent shall be 
served with proper notice by Publication through 
The Knoxville Focus.

2.	 That notice shall run one (1) time 
per week for four (4) consecutive weeks in The 
Knoxville Focus, ending no later than six (6) days 
prior to the Hearing as set forth in this Order, 
thereby satisfying the Service requirements set 
forth by Tenn. Code Ann. § 21-1-203 and 21-1-
204.

3.	 That if Respondent does not 
file an answer with the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Union County, Tennessee and 
with Petitioners’ Counsel, Zachary J. Redden, 
whose address is 

8 Emory Place, Knoxville, Tennessee 37917, 
within thirty (30) days of the last date of 
publication of this notice that a Hearing will be 
set for this cause before the Honorable Chancellor, 
Elizabeth C. Asbury, at the Union County Chancery 
Court, located at 901 Main Street, Suite 206, 
Maynardville, Tennessee, 37807, that action shall 
be taken by this Honorable Court to default the 
Respondent, and enter Judgment in favor of the 
Petitioners, Sherry Martinez and Jose Martinez.

4.	 That Judgment in favor of the 
Petitioners, Sherry Martinez and Jose Martinez, 
will result in the termination of the respondent’s 
parental rights and the adoption of the minor-child, 
CORBIN MOSER DEAN, in accordance with a 
separately filed Petition to Terminate Parental 
Rights and for Adoption.

ENTER THIS THE 18 DAY OF JANUARY, 
2023.

ELIZABETH C. ASBURY
HONORABLE CHANCELLOR

Prepared for Entry:
Zachary J. Redden, BPR #: 040594

BAKER, FOSTER, POTTER, P.C.
Attorney for Petitioners

8 Emory Place ꓲ Knoxville, TN 37917
P: (423) 228-3247 ꓲ F: (865) 766-2657

Email: z.redden@bfplawfirm.com

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO: MONROE NEWMAN AND ALL UNKNOWN 
PERSONS CLAIMING ANY LEGAL OR 

EQUITABLE RIGHT, TITLE, ESTATE, LIEN 
OR INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY

IN RE: DARLENE ALLEN V. MONROE 
NEWMAN AND ALL UNKNOWN 

PERSONS CLAIMING ANY LEGAL OR 
EQUITABLE RIGHT, TITLE, ESTATE, LIEN 

OR INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY
NO. 205990-3

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant 
MONROE NEWMAN AND ALL UNKNOWN 
PERSONS CLAIMING ANY LEGAL OR EQUITABLE 
RIGHT, TITLE, ESTATE, LIEN OR INTEREST IN 
THE PROPERTY, non-resident(s) of the State 
of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts cannot 
be ascertained upon diligent search and inquiry, 
so that the ordinary process of law cannot 
be served upon MONROE NEWMAN AND ALL 
UNKNOWN PERSONS CLAIMING ANY LEGAL 
OR EQUITABLE RIGHT, TITLE, ESTATE, LIEN OR 
INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY, it is ordered that 
said defendant(s), MONROE NEWMAN AND ALL 
UNKNOWN PERSONS CLAIMING ANY LEGAL 
OR EQUITABLE RIGHT, TITLE, ESTATE, LIEN OR 
INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY, file an answer with 
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court at 
Knoxville, Tennessee and with Barbara W. Clark, 
an Attorney whose address is 2415 E. Magnolia 
Avenue Knoxville, TN 37917 within thirty (30) 
days of the last date of publication or a judgment 
by default will be taken against you and the 
cause will be set for hearing Ex-Parte as to you 
before Chancellor Christopher D. Heagerty at the 
Knox County Chancery Court, Division III, 400 
Main Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902. This 
notice will be published in a The Knoxville Focus 
Newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 6th day of February 2023.
J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO: ALFONSO CAMBRON MARTINEZ
IN RE: MARIA ANABEL GOMEZ RUIZ 
V. ALFONSO CAMBRON MARTINEZ

NO. 205076-1
IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR 

KNOX COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant 
ALFONSO CAMBRON MARTINEZ, non-resident 
of the State of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts 
cannot be ascertained upon diligent search and 
inquiry, so that the ordinary process of law cannot 
be served upon ALFONSO CAMBRON MARTINEZ, 
it is ordered that said defendant, ALFONSO 
CAMBRON MARTINEZ, file an answer with 
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court at 
Knoxville, Tennessee and with Cameron L. Brier, an 
Attorney whose address is 818 West First North 
Street Morristown, Tennessee 37814 within 
thirty (30) days of the last date of publication or 
a judgment by default will be taken against you 
and the cause will be set for hearing Ex-Parte as 
to you before Chancellor John F. Weaver at the 
Knox County Chancery Court, Division I, 400 
Main Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902. This 
notice will be published in a The Knoxville Focus 
Newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 7th day of February 2023.

J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF SADONNA GAYE CASS 
DOCKET NUMBER 87093-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 27 day of 
JANUARY 2023, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of SADONNA GAYE CASS who died 
Aug 29, 2022, were issued the undersigned by 
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 27 day of JANUARY, 2023.

ESTATE OF SADONNA GAYE CASS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
WILLIAM E GRANDSTAFF; 

ADMINISTRATOR
210 ARMS ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37924

CHRISTOPHER W MARTIN 
ATTORNEY AT LAW

P.O. BOX 23380
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37933

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF GEORGE SHADDEN CHILTON, II
DOCKET NUMBER 87248-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 30 day 
of JANUARY 2023, letters administration in 
respect of the Estate of GEORGE SHADDEN 
CHILTON, II who died Nov 15, 2022, were issued 
the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against his or 
her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 30 day of JANUARY, 2023.
 
ESTATE OF GEORGE SHADDEN CHILTON, II

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
CHRISTOPHER C CHILTON; 

ADMINISTRATOR
13 CANBERRA DRIVE

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37923

KATHERINE A YOUNG ATTORNEY AT LAW
9041 EXECUTIVE PARK DRIVE, SUITE 121

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37923

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CATHERINE JANE GALAN 
DOCKET NUMBER 86606-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 25 day of 
JANUARY 2023, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of CATHERINE JANE GALAN who 
died Jun 21, 2022, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 25 day of JANUARY, 2023.

ESTATE OF CATHERINE JANE GALAN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
NICHOLAS GALAN; ADMINISTRATOR 

5527 SCENICWOOD ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37912

BILL FIX ATTORNEY AT LAW
608 MABRY HOOD ROAD, SUITE 213

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37932

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOSEPH R GUERTIN 
DOCKET NUMBER 87239-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 26 day of 
JANUARY 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of JOSEPH R GUERTIN who died 
Nov 14, 2022, were issued the undersigned by 
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 26 day of JANUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF JOSEPH R GUERTIN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
JAMES BRIAN GUERTIN; EXECUTOR 

1429 MASON AVENUE
PITTSBURGH, PA 15218

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ROSCOE LYNN HALL, JR. 
DOCKET NUMBER 87230-1

                                               
Notice is hereby given that on the 25 day 

of JANUARY 2023, letters administration in 
respect of the Estate of ROSCOE LYNN HALL, 
JR. who died Oct 21, 2022, were issued the 
undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against his or 
her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 25 day of JANUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF ROSCOE LYNN HALL, JR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
BRENDA HALL; ADMINISTRATRIX 

4632 WOODBRIDGE LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37921

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DELMER JOE JENKINS 
DOCKET NUMBER 87233-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 25 day of 
JANUARY 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of DELMER JOE JENKINS who died 
Nov 22, 2022, were issued the undersigned by 
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 25 day of JANUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF DELMER JOE JENKINS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
JASON J. JENKINS; EXECUTOR 

6715 FOREST VILLAGE WAY 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37919

ROBERT WILKINSON ATTORNEY AT LAW
P.O. BOX 4415

OAK RIDGE, TN. 37831

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LONNIE JONES, JR.
DOCKET NUMBER 87229-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 24 day of 
JANUARY 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of LONNIE JONES, JR.  who died 
Dec 11, 2022, were issued the undersigned by 
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee.	 All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk and 
Master of the above named Court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 24 day of JANUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF LONNIE JONES, JR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
JUDY THOMPSON JONES; EXECUTRIX 

700 PRINCE GEORGE PARISH 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37934

T SCOTT JONES ATTORNEY AT LAW
2125 MIDDLEBROOK PIKE

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37921

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF SUSAN EPAPHRA MOSHI 
DOCKET NUMBER 87236-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 30 day of 
JANUARY 2023, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of SUSAN EPAPHRA MOSHI who 
died Jul 17, 2022, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1) (A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 30 day of JANUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF SUSAN EPAPHRA MOSHI

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
JOHN UCHAI; ADMINISTRATOR 

3100 LAKE BROOK BLVD, APT 192
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37909

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF NICHOLAS PETER PORCO 
DOCKET NUMBER 87247-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 30 day of 
JANUARY 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of NICHOLAS PETER PORCO who 
died Dec 3, 2022, were issued the undersigned by 
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 30 day of JANUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF NICHOLAS PETER PORCO

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
TRAVIS CHRISTIAN PORCO; EXECUTOR 

3377 PINOLE VALLEY ROAD
PINOLE, CA 94564

WALLEN MCDONALD ATTORNEY AT LAW
249 N PETERS ROAD, SUITE 101

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37923

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BEVERLY ANNE SHIRK 
DOCKET NUMBER 87228-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 24 day of 
JANUARY 2023, letters administration in respect of 
the Estate of BEVERLY ANNE SHIRK who died Sep 
2, 2022, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 24 day of JANUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF BEVERLY ANNE SHIRK

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
DEBBIE S DOANE; ADMINISTRATRIX

211 WATERFORD CIRCLE 
LENOIR CITY, TN. 37772

PATRICK NOEL ATTORNEY AT LAW 
1001 E BROADWAY

LENOIR CITY, TN. 37771

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF SCOTT THADDEUS STEVENS 
DOCKET NUMBER 87227-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 24 day of 
JANUARY 2023, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of SCOTT THADDEUS STEVENS 
who died Oct 7, 2022, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the same 
with the Clerk and Master of the above named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) 
or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 24 day of JANUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF SCOTT THADDEUS STEVENS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MIKEAL THOMAS STEVENS; 

ADMINISTRATOR 
1880 WHITEHOUSE ROAD
GREENEVILLE, TN. 37745

KEVIN PERKEY ATTORNEY AT LAW
P.O. BOX 900

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37901

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES

Steve Farrarr wrote the 
book, “Finishing Strong.” 

He points 
out: “It 
d o e s n ’ t 
matter if 
you’ve had 
a great 
start in the 
Christian 
life, or a 
rough one. 
It doesn’t 
m a t t e r 
if you’ve 

stumbled time and again, 
or even fallen flat on your 
face. What matters most 
in this all-important race 
of life is how you finish.” 

One of my main goals 
in life is to never quit the 

spiritual race. I pray you 
never quit as well. This 
reminds me of a little 
verse tucked into the last 
part of Paul’s letter to the 
church at Colossae. “Tell 
Archippus: ‘See to it that 
you complete the ministry 
you have received in the 
Lord’” (Col. 4:17).

As long as you breathe 
air on this planet, God has 
a job for you. You never 
retire from being a follow-
er of Jesus, from living out 
the Jesus Creed – loving 
God and loving others. We 
all need to finish out what 
the Lord’s will started in 
your life. I challenge you 
with this because many 
people have started things, 

but quit along the way. It is 
hard for us to finish what 
we begin. 

Jon Acuff wrote the book, 
“Finish: Give Yourself the 
Gift of Done.” He said that 
of those who make New 
Year’s resolutions, studies 
show that 92 percent fail. 
He said, “Every January, 
people start with hope and 
hype, believing that this 
will be the New Year that 
does indeed deliver a New 
You. But though 100 per-
cent start, only 8 percent 
finish” (New York: Penguin 
Random House, 2018, 2).

The Bible is full of the life 
stories of many men and 
women. We discover that 
many, though they started 

off in a close relationship 
with God, ended up going 
their own way later in life. 
I have read that only about 
thirty percent of those men-
tioned in the Bible stayed 
strong and walked with God 
with increasing intimacy. 
Their lives bore out Psalm 
92:12-14: “The righteous 
will flourish like a palm tree, 
they will grow like a cedar 
of Lebanon; planted in the 
house of the Lord, they will 
flourish in the courts of our 
God. They will still bear fruit 
in old age, they will stay 
fresh and green.”

We want to be like the 
thirty percent, those who 
finish strong. The greatest 
example of a finisher we 

have in Scripture is Jesus:
- “Jesus said to them, ‘My 

food is to do the will of Him 
who sent Me, and to finish 
His work’” John 4:34).

- “I have testimony 
weightier than that of 
John. For the works that 
the Father has given me to 
finish—the very works that 
I am doing—testify that the 
Father has sent me” (John 
5:36).

- “When he had received 
the drink, Jesus said, “It 
is finished.” With that, he 
bowed his head and gave 
up his spirit” (John 19:30).

Like Jesus, we want to 
finish the work that God 
has given us to do all the 
days of our lives. Let us 

live out what Paul declared 
to young Timothy before 
Paul’s execution: “I have 
fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have 
kept the faith. Now there is 
in store for me the crown 
of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, 
will award to me on that 
day—and not only to me, 
but also to all who have 
longed for his appearing” (2 
Timothy 4:7-8). Don’t ever 
quit in your spiritual race. 
God will help you obtain vic-
tory and receive the crown 
of righteousness. Finish 
strong!

By Mark 
Brackney,
Minister of the 
Arlington Church 
of Christ
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NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JAMES SIDNEY STEWART, SR. 
DOCKET NUMBER 87241-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 26 day of 
JANUARY 2023, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of JAMES SIDNEY STEWART, SR. who 
died Aug 30, 2022, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 26 day of JANUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF JAMES SIDNEY STEWART, SR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JAMES S STEWART, JR.; CO-EXECUTOR 

7716 CAMBERLEY DRIVE
POWELL, TN. 37849

PAMELA SZATHMARY; CO-EXECUTOR
108 BELLINGDON DRIVE

GALLATIN, TN. 37066

PATRICK MCKENRICK ATTORNEY AT LAW 
1019 ORCHID DRIVE

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF RICHARD REEVES WYNN 
DOCKET NUMBER 87017-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 25 day of 
JANUARY 2023, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of RICHARD REEVES WYNN who died 
Aug 19, 2022, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the	 Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be 
forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 25 day of JANUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF RICHARD REEVES WYNN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
HOME FEDERAL BANK; EXECUTOR
500 MARKET STREET, SUITE 500

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37909

BROOKE GIVENS ATTORNEY AT LAW
110 COGDILL ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37922

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF KELLY LINDSAY ADAMS 
DOCKET NUMBER 87036-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day of 
FEBRUARY 2023, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of KELLY LINDSAY ADAMS who died 
Sep 3, 2022, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B)Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 

date of death.
This the 3 day of FEBRUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF KELLY LINDSAY ADAMS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE (S)
STEPHEN K ADAMS; ADMINISTRATOR 

5140 CATES BEND WAY
POWELL, TN. 37849

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BRIAN NEAL AILOR 
DOCKET NUMBER 87234-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 1 day of 
FEBRUARY 2023, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of BRIAN NEAL AILOR who died Aug 
15, 2022, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 1 day of FEBRUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF BRIAN NEAL AILOR

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
LINDA NEAL CREWS; ADMINISTRATRIX 

3703 GLENDALE LANE
LOUISVILLE, TN. 37777

PATRICK MCKENRICK ATTORNEY AT LAW 
1019 ORCHID DRIVE

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LOUISE JAMES 
ANNARATONE, III

DOCKET NUMBER 87263-1
Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of 

FEBRUARY 2023, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of LOUISE JAMES ANNARATONE, 
III who died Jan 21, 2022, were issued the 
undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate are 
required to file the same with the Clerk and Master 
of the above named Court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (l) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1) (A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 2 day of FEBRUARY, 2023.
 
ESTATE OF LOUISE JAMES ANNARATONE, III

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DAVID N WOODARD; ADMINISTRATOR 

5422 MILL STONE
OOLTEWAH, TN. 37363

JOHN G HUISMAN ATTORNEY AT LAW
4513 HIXSON PIKE, SUITE 109

HIXSON, TN. 37343

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JASPER RANDOLPH BRANNAN 
DOCKET NUMBER 87258-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 1 day 
of FEBRUARY 2023, letters testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of JASPER RANDOLPH 
BRANNAN who died Oct 27, 2022, were issued 
the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate are 
required to file the same with the Clerk and Master 
of the above named Court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 

received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 1 day of FEBRUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF JASPER RANDOLPH BRANNAN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE (S)
JASON R BRANNAN; EXECUTOR

149 TRADE WINDS CIRCLE 
SOUTH DAYTON, FL. 32119

BEN NORRIS ATTORNEY AT LAW
P.O. BOX 397

STRAWBERRY PLAINS, TN. 37831

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DOROTHY AILEEN BROYLES 
DOCKET NUMBER 87253-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 31 day of 
JANUARY 2023, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of DOROTHY AILEEN BROYLES who 
died Nov 4, 2022, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 31 day of JANUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF DOROTHY AILEEN BROYLES

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE (S)
DALE D CLIFTON; ADMINISTRATOR 

9401 SARASOTA DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37923

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JAIMIE R CARRICABURU 
DOCKET NUMBER 86954-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 1 day of 
FEBRUARY 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of JAIMIE R CARRICABURU who died 
Sep 5, 2022, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 1 day of FEBRUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF JAIMIE R CARRICABURU

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
CHRISTAL PETTIT; EXECUTRIX 

1315 WENDOVER ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37932

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CATHY ANN COOPER 
DOCKET NUMBER 87269-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day of 
FEBRUARY 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of CATHY ANN COOPER who died Jun 
2, 2022, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 3 day of FEBRUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF CATHY ANN COOPER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
HOPE ARMSTRONG COOPER; EXECUTRIX 

6088 BAYONET LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37920

M SAMANTHA PARRIS ATTORNEY AT LAW 
2908 TAZEWELL PIKE

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF GENA M CROWE 
DOCKET NUMBER 87271-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day of 
FEBRUARY 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of GENA M CROWE who died Sep 25, 
2022, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 3 day of FEBRUARY, 2023.

ESTATE OF GENA M CROWE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
LORI NICOLE KING; EXECUTRIX 

2911 CARSON AVENUE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37917

D CHRIS POULOPOULOS ATTORNEY AT LAW
611 S WASHINGTON STREET 

MARYVILLE, TN. 37804

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ANTHONY CHRIS HAYNES 
DOCKET NUMBER 87267-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day of 
FEBRUARY 2023, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of ANTHONY CHRIS HAYNES who 
died Aug 12, 2022, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(Bl Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in I1I (A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 3 day of FEBRUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF ANTHONY CHRIS HAYNES

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KAREN DENISE HAYNES; ADMINISTRATRIX 

10807 FOX PARK LANE
KNOXVILLE TN 37931

VICTORIA TILLMAN ATTORNEY AT LAW 
1019 ORCHID DRIVE

KNOXVILLE TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PEGGY J IRWIN 
DOCKET NUMBER 87270-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day of 
FEBRUARY 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of PEGGY J IRWIN who died Sep 30, 
2022, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 

Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(BJ Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 3 day of FEBRUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF PEGGY J IRWIN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ROBYN LYNN PATTERSON; EXECUTRIX 

1507 CRANSTON DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37922

GEORGE ARRANTS ATTORNEY AT LAW
P.O. BOX 629

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF WILMA O KELLY 
DOCKET NUMBER 87268-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day of 
FEBRUARY 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of WILMA O KELLY who died Sep 23, 
2022, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 3 day of FEBRUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF WILMA O KELLY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MICHAEL B KELLY; EXECUTOR 

7128 REGENCY RD
KNOXVILLE TN 37931

VICTORIA TILLMAN ATTORNEY AT LAW 
1019 ORCHID DRIVE

KNOXVILLE TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF TREY KISH 

DOCKET NUMBER 86552-1
Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of 

FEBRUARY 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of TREY KISH who died Jul 20, 
2022, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 2 day of FEBRUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF TREY KISH

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE (S)
KRISSY COILE; EXECUTRIX 

4611 UTAH AVENUE
NASHVILLE, TN. 37209

SARAH R JOHNSON ATTORNEY AT LAW
11907 KINGSTON PIKE, SUITE 201

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37934

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LENA MAE MILLER 
DOCKET NUMBER 87254-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 31 day of 

JANUARY 2023, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of LENA MAE MILLER who died Sep 
27, 2022, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 31 day of JANUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF LENA MAE MILLER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE (S)
GENE AUTRY MILLER; ADMINISTRATOR 

7409 BLACKS FERRY ROAD 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37931

ROGER HYMAN ATTORNEY AT LAW
P.O. BOX 26072

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF WILLIAM MARK MORSE 
DOCKET NUMBER 87266-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day of 
FEBRUARY 2023, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of WILLIAM MARK MORSE who died 
Oct 15, 2022, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B)Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 3 day of FEBRUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF WILLIAM MARK MORSE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JOHN L MORSE; ADMINISTRATOR 

8113 DEVENS DR
BRENTWOOD TN 37027

LYNN TARPY ATTORNEY AT LAW
1111 N NORTHSHORE DR SUITE N-290 

KNOXVILLE TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOHN ALTON NORRIS 
DOCKET NUMBER 87164-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of 
FEBRUARY 2023, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of JOHN ALTON NORRIS who died 
Sep 27, 2022, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of th1s notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 6 day of FEBRUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF JOHN ALTON NORRIS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE (S)
LOWELL TODD NORRIS; ADMINISTRATOR 

3505 PINE TIMBERS DRIVE
JOHNSON CITY, TN. 37604

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES

FROM THE MOUNTAINS by Jadon Gibson

The Love Giants
By Jadon Gibson

Martin Van Buren Bates and 
his wife, Anna Bates, retired 
and resided in Scotland before 
relocating to Anna’s homeland, 
Nova Scotia. Later they moved to 
rural Medina County, Ohio, where 
they built a home that was large 
enough to give them comfort. The 
house was made of yellow pine 
shipped from the west. It was 
built with 14-foot ceilings and 
the doors were eight and a half 
feet high. Their bed was ten feet 
in length with a height twice that 
of ordinary beds. Anna’s dressing 
table had a mirror of, excuse the 
expression, gigantic proportions.

Area residents loved the giants 
who drove about the countryside 
just like their normal-sized neigh-
bors except their horses and car-
riage were huge. It was drawn 
by six stout Norman horses like 
Anheuser Busch used in their 
television commercials for many 
years. Anna loved children and 

held many youngsters on her lap.
Martin loved to dance but 

the floor of the McCleary home 
in rural Seville, Ohio, collapsed 
beneath the dancing giants due 
to their large weight. Together 
they may have weighed between 
800 and 900 pounds or more. 
The floor was repaired and the 
undaunted giants continued 
dancing on festive occasions.

Both were members of the First 
Baptist Church of Seville where 
the church officials added a spe-
cial pew of much larger dimen-
sions for their comfort.

A true story that Americans find 
of interest regards the time Anna 
took the carriage to the local train 
station to pick up the wee midget 
Lavinia. Lavinia’s husband, the 
popular midget Gen. Tom Thumb, 
was one of the leading acts in 
the Barnum and Bailey Circus for 
many years and a good friend of 
Martin and Anna.

Lavinia looked like a little girl’s 

doll as she was sitting next to 
Anna. Attending to Mrs. Thumb 
during the visit was a two-head-
ed woman, an exhibition oddity 
of the day.

The railroad industry expe-
rienced a rapid expansion into 
the western United States in the 
years following the War Between 
the States. The W. W. Cole Circus 
organized an extensive tour of 
the west and contracted the 
Love Giants, Martin Van Buren 
Bates and his wife Anna, as the 
featured attraction. The western 
tour was very successful and it 
resulted in other shows railroad-
ing to the west in the years that 
followed.

Anna became pregnant on 
their trip in 1878 and they took 
off from their exhibitions and 
travel. Both anxiously awaited the 
baby’s arrival. Everything seemed 
normal except Anna had become 
unusually large. Finally the day 
came for the baby’s arrival.

  “I was called to the Bates 
home in Seville, Ohio, on January 
18, 1879,” Dr. A. P. Beach wrote 
later. “Mrs. Bates was of such a 
tremendous size that I could not 
make a satisfactory examina-
tion. She remained in the initial 
stages of labor for 24 hours, and 
delivery began at 36 hours.” Dr. 
Beach called Dr. J. D. Robinson, 
of Wooster, Ohio, to assist him 
and after much difficulty, the 
baby was delivered.

“When the membranes broke, 
what I estimated to be six gal-
lons of fluid came pouring out of 
the mother,” Dr. Beach recorded. 
“The baby was the size of an aver-
age six-month-old baby.”

In most cases giants are born 
to normal size parents but giants 
usually have normal size children. 
That wasn’t the case with Martin 
and Anna’s baby.  They gave birth 
to a giant son, the largest known 
in history. He weighed a fraction 
under 24 pounds at birth and 

measured 30 inches in length. 
The baby boy’s feet were 5 1/2 
inches long.

The baby lived for only a short 
while, dying eleven hours after 
birth. Dr. Beach wrote about 
the giant delivery in the Medical 
Record, a physician’s journal of 
that era. Martin Van Buren Bates 
also recorded his thoughts.

“We have been blessed with 
many things during the years,” 
Bates wrote. “But affliction again 
visited in January 1879 with the 
loss of our son. He was per-
fect in every respect. He looked 
like an ordinary child except he 
appeared much larger and older.”

Following the death of the 
baby, the couple cut back on their 
touring schedule making appear-
ances only for recitals and Anna’s 
piano playing and singing. She 
never fully recovered her health 
and died from heart trouble on 
August 5, 1888.

Copyright 2023 Jadon Gibson
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NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CHRISTEL K (FRITZ) ROBERTSON 
DOCKET NUMBER 87026-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of 
FEBRUARY 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of CHRISTEL K (FRITZ) ROBERTSON 
who died Sep 9, 2022, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 6 day of FEBRUARY, 2023.
 
ESTATE OF CHRISTEL K (FRITZ) ROBERTSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE (S)
TANYA L ROBERTSON; EXECUTRIX 

4912 CAIN ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37921

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ROBERT EUGENE TIPPITT, JR.
DOCKET NUMBER 87259-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 1 day of 
FEBRUARY 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of ROBERT EUGENE TIPPITT, 
JR. who died Oct 22, 2022, were issued the 
undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate are 
required to file the same with the Clerk and Master 
of the above named Court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 1 day of FEBRUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF ROBERT EUGENE TIPPITT, JR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE (S)
STUART I CASSELL; ATTORNEY AT LAW 

707 MARKET STREET
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37902

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BARBARA LOUISE 
CUMMINGS WEBB 

DOCKET NUMBER 87256-3
Notice is hereby given that on the 1 day of 

FEBRUARY 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of BARBARA LOUISE CUMMINGS 
WEBB who died Oct 7, 2022, were issued the 
undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate are 
required to file the same with the Clerk and Master 
of the above named Court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 1 day of FEBRUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF BARBARA LOUISE 
CUMMINGS WEBB

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
TERESA JANE JOHANNES; EXECUTRIX 

4913 IVY ROSE DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LUCIE KAY WILKERSON 
DOCKET NUMBER 86525-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 1 day of 
FEBRUARY 2023, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of LUCIE KAY WILKERSON who died 
Jun 8, 2022, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 1 day of FEBRUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF LUCIE KAY WILKERSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 

MELISSA E BENNETT; ADMINISTRATRIX 
5413 SCENICWOOD ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37912

KENNETH HOLBERT ATTORNEY AT LAW
P.O. BOX 1

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF KATHERINE LEE WRIGHT 
DOCKET NUMBER 87243-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 1 day of 
FEBRUARY 2023, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of KATHERINE LEE WRIGHT who 
died Jul 25, 2022, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the same 
with the Clerk and Master of the above named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) 
or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 1 day of FEBRUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF KATHERINE LEE WRIGHT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TANDY WRIGHT-STRADER; ADMINSTRATRIX 

1132 MOUNT OLIVE ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37920

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ALICE REFO XIQUES 
DOCKET NUMBER 87261-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of 
FEBUARY 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of ALICE REFO XIQUES who died Oct 
20, 2022, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 2 day of FEBUARY, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF ALICE REFO XIQUES

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE (S)
PETER J XIQUES; EXECUTOR 

11403 BERRY HILL DRIVE 
KNOXVILLE TN 37931

MISC. 
NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE

On February 18, 2023, 8:45 am at Crown 
College, 2307 W Beaver Creek Dr, Powell, TN 
37849, the Knox County Republican Party will 
hold its biennial Re-organization Convention. 

Knox County Republicans wishing to cast 
ballots for County Party Officers must meet the 
Bona-fide Republican voter Requirements set forth 
in the Tennessee Republican Party By-laws.

Knox County Republicans seeking to serve 
in leadership roles and running for Vice Chair, 
Treasurer, Vice Treasurer and Secretary must also 
meet specific Bona-fide Republican requirements 
set forth in the by-laws.

Knox County Republicans seeking the position 
of Chairman must meet the Specific Bona-fide 
Republican requirements for Chairman set forth in 
the Tennessee Republican Party By-laws and must 
also notify the Contest & Credentials committee 7 
calendar days prior to the reorganization of their 
intent to seek the chairmanship (NLT 9:00am, 
February 11, 2023). Nominations will not be made 
from the floor of the convention for Chairman. 

Knox County Contest and Credentials 
Committee Chair

Roger Kane
kane262@gmail.com
865-405-5103

Kevin Hill
Kevin.hill@lmu.et.edu
865-719-7436

Manuela Ptacek
sixunfettered@earthlink.net
865-227-6825

Lanna Smith
Smith.lanna04@gmail.com
865-696-9026

Steve Weiner
Sweiner612@yahoo.com
865-755-3329

 Additional Convention information is available 
on the KCRP website, knoxrepublicans.org and 
on Facebook, Knox County GOP or by contacting 
Chairman Daniel Herrera, 865-287-4097.

LEGAL NOTICE 94
Knox County will receive bids for the following 

items & services:

Bid 3378, Inmate Commissary Items, due 
3/14/23  

For additional information call 865-215-5777, 
stop by the Procurement Division, 1000 North 
Central St., Suite 100, Knoxville, TN  37917, 

or visit our website: www.knoxcounty.org/
procurement.  To bid on Knox County surplus items, 
go to www.govdeals.com.

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
The owners and/or line holders of the following 

vehicles are hereby notified of their rights to pay all 
charges and reclaim said vehicles being held at the 
storage lot of A1 Express Tires & Wrecker Service. 
Failure to reclaim these vehicles will be deemed a 
waiver of all rights and titles along with consent 
to dispose of said vehicles at public auction held 
on MARCH 6TH 2023 AT 10:00 AM at 11941 
Chapman Hwy Seymour TN 37865 

05 LINC LLS  1LNHM86S05Y628370
03 HOND CIV  2HGES26753H556046
03 FORD MUS  1FAFP40433F356949
08 HOND ACC  1HGCS21898A007219
12 OPRA ROA  5XMTL3521C5006403
11 AUDI A5 WAULFAFH2BN001720
04 STRN VUE 5GZCZ63444S806503
12 FORD FUS  3FAHP0KC8CR184152

PUBLIC NOTICE
THE KNOX COUNTY BEER BOARD SHALL 

MEET IN REGULAR SESSION ON MONDAY, 
FEBRUARY 21, 2023, AT 4:00 P.M. IN THE 
SMALL ASSEMBLY ROOM OF THE CITY-COUNTY 
BUILDING, MAIN AVENUE.
1.	 ROLL CALL:
2.	 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG:
3.	 APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
4.	 SWEARING IN OF INDIVIDUALS WHO 

PLAN TO TESTIFY:
5.	 CONSIDERATION OF SUSPENSION/

REVOCATION OF THE BEER PERMIT FOR 
THE FOLLOWING ESTABLISHMENTS:
5a. Lovell Shell, 512 Lovell Rd., District 3, 

Mr. Rakesh Patel, owner
	 1st offense – January 23, 2023 

Beer Permit issued on 
December 18, 2006.

5b. Embassy Suites, 9621 Parkside Dr.,
 District 3, Parkside Hotel Partners, LLC

	 1st offense – April 25, 2002
	 2nd offense – January 23, 2023
	 Beer Permit issued May 16, 2013

5c. Dollar General (Market), 7603 
Clinton Hwy., District 6, Dolgen Corp.
	 1st offense – June 27, 2022
	 2nd offense – January 23, 2023

Beer Permit issued March 29, 2009  
6.	 APPLICATIONS:

6a. RJ. Concepts ……...…… Broken Barrel
601 Lovell Rd.

Knoxville, TN 37932
On and Off Premises

(District 6)
	

6b. Go Outdoors Concord TRS, LLC 
…………………………	 Concord Marina

	 10931 Concord Park Dr.
	 Knoxville, TN 37922
	 On and Off Premises
	 (District 5)

DISCUSSION ITEMS FROM 
THE SUSPENSION FOR THE 

FOLLOWING ESTABLISHMENT:
7.	 El Tequila Bar & Grill, 7002 Maynardville 

Pike, Mr. Leopoldo Castandea owner, 	
District 7, Beer Permit issued July 24, 
2020

8.	 ADJOURNMENT:

PUBLIC NOTICE
Request for Bids – KCDC, the Public Housing 

Authority for Knoxville & Knox County, posts all 
of its solicitations at www.kcdc.org/procurement.  
Click on ‘Open Solicitations’ and follow the link.  

PUBLIC NOTICE
Merit System for Employees of KCSO

Board of Directors Meeting/
Grievance Hearing

Wednesday, March 1, 2023, at 9:00 a.m.
Main Assembly Room-City/County Building

400 W. Main Street

PUBLIC NOTICE
An opening for a Board member representing 

Knox County shall occur in April 2023.  The 
Luttrell Blaine Corryton Utility District is 
presently accepting applications for this position.  
Candidates must reside in the district’s boundaries 
in Knox County, and be a district customer to be 
considered.   Applications may be picked up at 
the District Office located at 100 Main Street in 
Luttrell Tennessee.  Applications will be accepted 
until March 4, 2023.  At the March 7, 2023 Board 
Meeting the Commissioner’s will discuss and select 
three candidates for submittal to the Knox County 
Mayor.  The Knox County Mayor may then select 
from the 3-candidate list, or reject the list requiring 
new names be submitted.  All Commissioner Board 
meetings are open to the public.  The Board meets 
on the first Tuesday of each Month at 4:30 PM at 
the LBC Main Office, 100 Main Street, Luttrell, TN.  
Please contact our office at 865-992-8611 if you 
need additional information.

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
The following described vehicles impounded/ 

repaired towed will be sold at public and or private 
auction on March 4, 2023 at 9:00 am in compliance 
with the Tennessee Public Acts 1967, Chapter 240, 
House Bill 379. The sale will be held at Sutherland 
Avenue Wrecker Service, Inc., vehicle impoundment 
lot located at 2607 Sutherland Ave., Knoxville, 
Tennessee 37919.

These vehicles have been checked through the 
files of the Commissioner of Revenue, Title Section, 
Division of Motor Vehicles Department, State of 
Tennessee. In appropriate cases, the vehicles have 
been checked in other states and the owners/ or 
lienholders have been notified by certified mail. In 
those instances where no vehicle identification/ or 
licenses number was available, this Public Notice in 
the newspaper will comply with the law. The failure 
of the owner lienholder to exercise their rights to 
reclaim any vehicle listed below not bearing a vin/
serial number shall be deemed a waiver of all rights 
and title and authorization to sell said vehicle.

1)	 13 Hyundai Elantra 
KMHD35LE7DU088956

2)	 10 Victory Vulcan motorcycle 
JKAVN2D12AA038275

3)	 11 GMC Arcadia 
1GKKVREDXBJ207541

ALTERATIONS
JOANNE’S ALTERATIONS, 

PANTS HEMMING $5, 
SPECIALIZING IN JEANS.

 CALL 579-2254 

CARPET 
CLEANING

NICHOLS CARPET CLEANING
BREATHE BETTER,

LIVE BETTER!
CALL 865-253-9409

CHILD CARE
MARCIA’S 

LEARNING CENTER
1411 Exeter Ave, Knoxville

(865) 673-8223
Day Shift 7:30 am - 4:30 pm

Night Shift 4:30 pm - 12 midnight

DRY 
CLEANING

SMOKY 
MOUNTAIN

DRY CLEANERS 
& LAUNDRY

7052 Maynardville Pike
Knoxville, TN 37918

865-922-6677

ELDER CARE
CLOSE TO HOME ELDERLY 
CARE. 24-HOUR CARE IN 

PRIVATE HOME. RN WITH 30 
YRS EXPERIENCE. EXCELLENT
 REFERENCES. 865-335-6337

ELECTRICIAN

FENCING

FENCE SERVICE
New Builds Or Repairs

Quality, Honesty, Integrity
“Our Priority”

Insured & Bonded, FREE ESTIMATES

Call or Text 865-888-1241

GUTTER 
WORK

GUTTER CLEANING,
INSTALLATION OF 5 INCH AND

REPAIR OF FASCIA BOARD
936-5907

HANDYMAN

HOUSE 
CLEANING

KIMBERCLEAN HOUSE 
CLEANING 

IT COSTS LESS THAN YOU 
THINK TO HAVE A CLEAN 

HOUSE. CALL 865-719-4357

LAND SERVICES

METAL WORKS

GHOST RIDERS 
METAL WORKS
865-705-0742

Mobile Welding
Fabrication & Repair

State Licensed
Pipe Bollards Installed 

Welding    
(Stick Welding, 
Mig Welding & 
Gas Welding)

PAINTING

PAINTING- INTERIOR- 
EXTERIOR

Lic. & Ins.  30 Yrs. Exp.
Free Estimates
865-573-2199

Professional Painters

PATIOS&DECKS

ROOFING

service directory

FOR LEASE

FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

NEEDING RELIABLE 

HOUSEKEEPER WITH LIGHT 

CAREGIVING. FLEXIBLE 

SCHEDULE. LEAVE MESSAGE. 

865-200-7235

 

WANTED

classifieds

Call or email 
Ruthie at 

865-686-9970 or 
ruthie@knoxfocus.

com to place 
your Classified or 
Service Directory 

ad!

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES
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NOW OPEN!
Northshore Branch 
Monday – Friday
10:00 AM – 8:00 PM
See you there!
1974 Town Center Blvd. 
Knoxville, TN

Ask about our

Safe Deposit Boxes!

By Steve Williams

West High’s talented football twins, 
Brayden and Cayden Latham, have always 
played on the same team, but that will 
change this coming season.

Brayden, a running back, and Cayden, 
a defensive back, recently signed college 
scholarships after helping lead the Rebels to 
the Class 5A state championship in Decem-
ber.

Brayden will be going to Eastern Kentucky 
University in Richmond, Kentucky, while 

Cayden will be headed off to the Universi-
ty of Virginia at Wise in southwest Virginia.

Prior to making their college choices, 
Brayden said, “We definitely talked about 
(playing at different schools versus playing 
at the same school). It came down to where 
it might not be the best decision to go to the 
same college. We both had better opportu-
nities at different places.”

As far as the initial wishes of their mom, 
EuGenie Latham, “She definitely wanted us 
to go to the same college and she would 

move to where we went,” said Brayden. “But 
that just didn’t work out and didn’t happen. 
She’s definitely fine with us going and doing 
our own thing now.

“It will be the first time we’ve been apart 
for so long, but we’ve built up each other for 
years. We’ll be perfectly fine with each of us 
on our own. We’ll both know how to compete 
and do all the things we need to do.”

And as far as the twins keeping in touch, 
Cayden pointed out: “I’ll text him about 

By Ken Lay

Halls High School has the 
oldest wrestling program in Knox 
County. The Red Devils are also 
rich in tradition on the mats.

But on Saturday, Feb. 4, Halls 
accomplished something for the 
first time as it captured a TSSAA 
State Duals Championship. The 
Red Devils won the Class A Title 
by the slimmest of margins as 
they outlasted defending state 
champion Signal Mountain 36-35 
in the championship at the Wil-
liamson County Expo Center in 
Franklin.

Halls sealed the victory in the 
last bout of the evening as Harlen 
Hunley, its 145-pounder, scored 
a pin over Cameron Elliott in 3 
minutes, 13 seconds to help the 
Red Devils make a little more 
team history.

“It’s great to be a Red Devil 
right now and this is long over-
due for our program,” said Halls 
coach Shannon Sayne, a state 
champion for Halls during his 
high school days.“I told the guys 
all year that we had a chance, but 
they had to work hard and that’s 
what they did.”

The title match opened with 
Signal Mountain’s Jackson 
defeating Barrett Whaley via fall 
in 3:44 in the 152-pound divi-
sion.

The Red Devils then reeled off 
consecutive wins in the 160 and 
170-pound weight classes. Blair 
Whaley (160) pinned Mason Lil-
lard in 1:21 and Sean Foxton 
(170) stuck Bayler Roddy at the 
51-second mark of the bout, 
giving Halls a 12-6 lead.

In the 182-pound division, the 
Eagles’ Jason Qualls won a major 
decision (10-1) over Elijah Stow-
ell, scoring four team points.

The Red Devils scored pins at 
195 and 220 as Matthew Cook 
defeated Christian Garner in 1:19 
and Bull Goodman stuck Jacob 
Winchester in 1:05 to give Halls 
a 24-10 advantage in the bout.

Signal Mountain then won 
three straight bouts at 285, 106 
and 113. At 285, Daniel Odom 
pinned Caleb Turner. Luke Higdon 
(106) edged Tanner Kitts 4-2 and 
JoJo Uhorchuck scored a pin on 
Rylan May to give the Eagles a 
25-24 lead.

Halls High’s David Cook 
notched a win in the 120-pound 
weight class. At 126, Signal 
Mountain’s Ethan Uhororchuck 

Halls 
wrestlers nab 

state dual 
championship

After a grown-up decision, 
West twins will go separate ways

PHOTO BY STEVE WILLIAMS

The Latham family poses for a picture in the lobby outside the main auditorium at West High School, where Brayden (far left) and Cayden 
(far right) had signed college football scholarship papers on Feb. 1. With the twins are EuGenie, their mom and No. 1 fan, and big brother 
Trae, who is a senior offensive lineman at North Greenville University in South Carolina.

By Ken Lay

The 2022-23 Division I high 
school basketball season con-
cludes early this week and now 
districts can get down to the 
business of declaring district 
tournament champions in Dis-
trict 3-3A, 4-3A, 5-3A, 3-4A and 
4-4A.

The District 3-4A Tournament 
opens Tuesday night with a pair 
of girls quarterfinals games at 
Powell High School at 6 p.m. and 

7:30.
The boys quarterfinals will be 

Wednesday at Powell. Tourna-
ment play continues through 
Feb. 21 with Feb. 18 and Feb. 
22 serving as inclement weath-
er make-up days.

The top two-seeds in each 
tournament will have byes in 
the quarterfinal rounds and will 
receive automatic bids to the 
upcoming Region 2-4A Tourna-
ments.

Boys seeding in District 3-4A:  
No. 1 Oak Ridge; No. 2 Karns; 
No. 3 West; No. 4 Central; No. 5 
Powell; No. 6 Campbell County.

Girls seeding in District 3-4A: 
No. 1 Oak Ridge; No. 2 Karns; 
No. 3 Powell; No. 4 Campbell 
County; No. 5 Central; No. 6 
West.

The District 4-4A Tournament 
will be hosted by Farragut High 
School and contested at the 
Lynn E. Sexton Gymnasium.

The girls tip off Wednesday 
as No. 4 Hardin Valley Academy 
takes on Maryville in an elimina-
tion quarterfinal. No. 3 Heritage 
will play No. 6 William Blount 
at 7:30.

No. 1 Bearden and No. 2 Far-
ragut will have first-round byes 
and will also advance to the 
regionals.

The boys open play Thursday 
as No. 4 Maryville plays No. 5 

Area teams to begin postseason play 
with district tournaments
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By Ken Lay

District 4-4A is one of the tough-
est and most competitive leagues 
in the Volunteer State and if any 
proof was needed, it could be 
found Tuesday night. Bearden, 
normally a powerhouse team tan-
gled with Heritage, which hadn’t 
won a district game all season.

Bearden did win the District 
4-4A finale for both schools but 
the victory didn’t come with-
out some anxious moments. In 
fact, the Mountaineers had a 
two-point lead at halftime.

But the Bulldogs, who 
have had their own strug-
gles this year, didn’t panic.

“We talked at halftime about get-
ting defensive stops,” Bearden 
coach Jeremy Parrott said after 
his team notched a 58-42 vic-
tory Tuesday night. “I knew 
that if we got some defensive 

stops and kept rebounding like 
we were, then eventually, we 
would pull away and we did.”

The Mountaineers (12-15 
overall, 0-10 in the district) will 
move to Class 3A when the 
TSSAA re-aligns next season, 
but they’ve been competitive in 
their last two league outings.

Not only did they lead against the 
Bulldogs during Bearden’s senior 
night, but Heritage also led in a 
recent contest against Farragut, the 
host and No. 2 seed of the upcom-
ing District 4-4A Tournament.

“You don’t ever want to throw 
a district game away. You want 
to win them all,” Parrott said. 
“They were ahead of Farra-
gut in the third quarter.”

Heritage, despite being the No. 
6 seed in the tournament, could 
make things difficult for postseason 
opponents on its way out the door.

The Bulldogs (16-10, 4-6) 
will be the No. 5 seed.

And as Parrott said, 
defense pushed Bearden 
across the finish line. 

The Bulldogs came out of 
the locker room and turned up 
the defensive pressure. They 
held the Mountaineers to just 
four points in the third frame 
and opened a 43-31. They 
would cruise from there.

Bearden’s Tyson Pirtle led all 
scorers with 16 points and had 
nine after halftime. King Hub-
bard added 14 and Drew Brill-
hart finished with 14.

Only four players scored for 
Heritage and three of those play-
ers posted double figures.

Colby Smith led the Mountaineers 
with 13 points. Grant Campbell had 
12 and Eli Davis finished with 14.

By Steve Williams

 Parker Lane gave Far-
ragut fans a thrill and 
his team new life in the 
battle at William Blount for 
the District 4-4A regular 
season basketball champi-
onship last week.

 The freshman’s tying 
3-point shot at the end of 
regulation was a story in 
itself. He was thrown the 
ball far out on the right 
wing with the clock run-
ning down and only enough 
time to go up and release 
an off-balance shot under 
intense pressure. It some-
how dropped into the net 
at the buzzer.

 “I gave the ball to Dom 
(VanAcker) and I thought 
that he would give it back 
to me and he did,” recalled 
Lane. “I realized I had a 
little bit of space, so I had 
to shoot it and hope it goes 
in.”

 William Blount junior 
standout Caden Windle 
said: “On that possession, 
I felt like we played really 
good defense. We knew a 
play that they had run, it’s 
a little screen. We defend-
ed it really well, but No. 23 
(Lane) hit a big shot. Props 
to him.”

 When the shot went in, 

Lane said his immediate 
thought was: “Let’s try to 
win in overtime. It’s sad we 
didn’t make that happen, 
but we played well as a 
team and we fought.”

 Lane’s dramatic shot 
finally erased the 18-point 
lead (39-21) the Governors 
had built midway through 
the third period. But the 
Admirals couldn’t give the 
shot legendary status as 
they lost 67-59 in the final 
minute of overtime.

 William Blount (25-5) got 
the tip to start the 4-minute 
OT and Windle quickly put 
the Govs back ahead with 
a pair of free throws.

 However, a rebound 
basket on the other end by 
Claudio Song followed by 
a steal and layup by Song 
gave the Admirals their 
first lead (58-56) since 
the opening period. Windle 
then missed from the right 
corner and all of a sudden 
Farragut appeared to have 
the momentum.

 But it didn’t last.
 Lane and sophomore 

Dominic VanAcker missed 
shots and Windle put WB 
back ahead with a 3-point-
er. Berkley Naro did pull 
Farragut into a tie at 59-all 
when he made one of two 

foul shots with 56.6 sec-
onds to go, but Windle 
scored the game’s next six 
points to make it 65-59 
with only 6.8 seconds left.

 Despite the loss, Lane 
said: “We’ll take away that 
we can play with about any-
body. We’re a good enough 
team to stick together and 
give it a fight through any-
thing.

 “We just need to erase 
this loss because it’s in the 
past and there’s nothing we 
can do about it, but we have 
a long way ahead of us. We 
have a lot of potential to go 
far this year I think.”

 Windle, the son of WB 
Head Coach Kevin Windle, 
made 11 of the Govs’ 13 
points in OT and finished 
with 34.

 Bryson Stewart added 
14 and Grady Robert-
son 12 for the Governors, 
who came into the contest 
ranked No. 3 in The AP poll.

 Aiden VanAcker and 
Lane led Farragut with 14 
and 13 points, respectively.

 The Admirals had 21 
turnovers in the contest 
and the Govs 12.

 After the game, Farra-
gut Coach J.P. Burris was 
asked what went through 
his mind on Lane’s basket 

that forced overtime.
 “I just thought well that’s 

Parker Lane,” he said. “I 
mean that kid is 14 years 
old and playing in one of 
the best districts in Ten-
nessee. He has zero fear.

 “Parker’s got an unbe-
lievably bright future,” 
added Burris. “We’re really 
proud of him. He didn’t hes-
itate. He knew he was going 
to take that shot.  He took 
it and knocked it down. 
That’s what he does.”

 
 LADY ADS ROLL: Senior 

guard Maelyn McNealy 
made three 3-point bas-
kets and totaled 15 points 
in Farragut girls’ 47-24 win 
over the Lady Governors.

 Farragut pulled away 
after leading by only 13-10 
at halftime.

 
FINISHING UP: Farragut’s 

girls and boys teams ended 
regular season play Thurs-
day with victories over vis-
iting Morristown East. The 
Lady Admirals (20-9) won 
59-20 and the Admirals 
(18-11) prevailed 68-63.

DISTRICT TOURNEY: Far-
ragut will host District 
4-4A, which gets under-
way Wednesday with girls 

action and Thursday with 
boys’ play. Tops seeds 
William Blount boys and 
Bearden girls and the No. 2 
seeded Farragut boys and 
girls have first-round byes.

 The Farragut girls’ first 

test will be Friday night at 
7:30 against the Heritage-
WB winner. The Farragut 
boys will go against the 
HVA-Heritage winner Sat-
urday at 7:30.

Bearden at 6 p.m. At 7:30, 
No. 3 HVA will tangle with 
No. 6 Heritage. No. 1 Wil-
liam Blount and No. 2 Far-
ragut will have opening-
round byes and have quali-
fied for the regionals.

The District 3-3A girls 
gets underway Thursday 
and the boys tip-off Friday 
at Carter. The host Hor-
nets are the top seed for 
the boys. Seymour is the 
top seed in the girls brack-
et.

District 4-3A opens 
Thursday at Clinton as the 
host Lady Dragons take on 
Anderson County at 6. At 
7:30 The Anderson County 

boys will play Scott.
On Friday, the top-seed-

ed Halls Lady Devils play 
Scott at 6 p.m. and the No. 
1 Halls boys will play the 
host Dragons at 7:30.

The District 5-AAA tour-
nament opens with quar-
terfinals Thursday with 
those games taking place 
at the higher seeds’ home 
gym. The Lenoir City boys 
will host Sequoyah and the 
Sequoyah girls will enter-
tain South-Doyle.

Tournament play shifts 
to Austin-East over the 
weekend. The Lenoir City 
Lady Panthers and the 
Fulton Falcons are the top 
seeds.

Area teams to 
begin postseason 
play with district 

tournaments

Bearden notches comeback 
win against Heritage

Freshman’s almost legendary shot made it interesting

PHOTO BY JACK TATE

Farragut’s Tyson Jackson throws a pass into Dallas Car-
baugh during the Admirals’ game at William Blount Feb. 
7. The host Governors pulled out a 67-59 win in overtime 
in the battle for the District 4-4A regular season title.

By Ken Lay

The long winning streak 
remained intact for the 
Bearden High School girls 
basketball team. The Lady 
Bulldogs’ most recent victo-
ry didn’t come easily but it 
carried some lofty rewards.

Bearden, the defending 
Class 4A State Champion 
and top-ranked team in the 
state, had to overcome a 
fourth-quarter deficit with a 
pair of its best players play-
ing the entire final frame 
with four fouls.

Neither post star Avery 
Treadwell, a senior, and 
Florida State signee, and 
Natalya Hodge, the Lady 
Bulldogs’ freshman point 
guard fouled out. Both 
knocked down some cru-
cial late free throws to net 
Bearden a 54-49 win over 
Heritage Tuesday night.

The winning streak now 
stands at 50 games as the 
Lady Bulldogs defeated 
Cleveland Thursday night 
to improve to 28-0 overall.

 Tuesday’s win over 
the seventh-ranked Lady 

Mountaineers culminated 
a second consecutive 10-0 
league recorded during the 
regular season.

Bearden hasn’t lost since 
Jan. 1, 2022 and it will put 
that streak on the line 
today when it hosts Alcoa 

at 6 p.m. The Lady Torna-
does are also a top team 
in the state.

The Lady Bulldogs faced 
a 42-40 deficit heading into 
the final frame against Heri-
tage and the Lady Moun-
taineers led 46-42 with 

6 minutes, 22 seconds 
remaining in the game.

Bearden pulled even over 
its next two possessions as 
Treadwell buried four con-
secutive free throws to 
make it 46-46 with 5:20 
to go.

Carsyn Swaney and 
Bekah Gardner each made 
free throws for the Lady 
Mountaineers to give them 
a 48-46 lead with 2:36 left.

Bearden then closed out 
the contest on an 8-1 run.

Hodge finished the 

game with 20 points and 
Treadwell had 18 the duo 
combined to go 10-for-10 
from the free throw line 
over the final eight minutes.

Lady Bulldogs’ coach 
Justin Underwood was 
pleased with the way his 
squad handled adversi-
ty against the Lady Moun-
taineers.

“This was a testament to 
our kids,” he said. “Heritage 
is a great team and they’re 
a very physical team and 
Natalya and Avery maybe 
didn’t have the best three 
quarters, but talk about the 
fact that we don’t want to 
make that adjustment the 
next day in practice.

“So we challenged them 
at the end of the third quar-
ter.”

The coach got the 
response he wanted from 
his stars and the Lady Bull-
dogs will be the top seed 
in the upcoming District 
4-4A Tournament and have 
already qualified for region-
als.

Lady Bulldogs survive tough test 
against Heritage to claim district title

PHOTO BY KEN LAY.

Bearden’s Natalya Hodge runs the offense while Heritage’s Jaci Neubert defends. Hodge scored 20 points as the Lady 
Bulldogs came from behind to edge the Lady Mountaineers 54-49 Tuesday night.
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In the context of Tennes-
see football history, con-

sider the 
impact of 
S u n d a y 
evening, 
Jan. 9, 
1 9 9 4 , 
w h e n 
Vol quar-
te r b ac k 

Heath Shuler held a media 
conference that filled Vol 
fans with dread and all 
those other adjectives 
associated with bad things 
happening.

Shuler had finished lead-
ing the Vols to a 10-2-1 
record in Phillip Fulmer’s 
first full season as head 
coach.

He had achieved leg-
endary status at Tennes-
see, much as he had in 
his hometown of Bryson 
City, N.C., just across the 
Smoky Mountains, where 
he had written his name 
large across the athletic 
and social fabric of Swain 
County. He led the home-
town Red Devils to three 
consecutive state titles 
from 1988-90.

In 1993, the Vols 
stormed up and down 
Shields-Watkins Field and 
other stadiums across the 
SEC and elsewhere, putting 
484 points on the board in 
12 games.

Shuler was the linchpin 
for the attack, running and 
throwing with equal dex-
terity and being an inspira-
tional leader for the men 
in orange. He’s like most 
capable quarterbacks. 
Give him the ball, and he’ll 
do something with it.

He was SEC “Player of 
the Year” and came from 
nowhere to finish second 

to Florida State’s Char-
ley Ward in the Heisman 
Trophy balloting.

UT publicists assembled 
an innovative campaign 
themed, “You have to be 
21 to win the Heisman,” 
referencing Shuler’s jersey 
number. Vol publicists gave 
out Heath bars to media 
members as the Tennes-
see publicity machine 
chugged along relentlessly 
all season.

Shuler was 19-5 as a 
starter in 1992-93, finish-
ing 10th on the career yard-
age list with 4,088 yards 
behind Jonathan Cromp-
ton (4,187). He tossed 36 
TD passes and completed 
61.6% of his passes.

Vol fans worried that a 
sound thumping by Penn 
State, 31-13, in the 1994 
Citrus Bowl on Jan. 1, would 
have a “negative impact” 
on recruiting, whether or 

not Shuler stayed in Knox-
ville. Everything in Ten-
nessee football parlance 
is measured by its effect, 
real or imagined, on the for-
tunes of recruiting.

There had been all kinds 
of talk, loose and other-
wise, around Orlando and 
the entire expanse of Big 
Orange Country that Shul-
er’s decision to stay or 
go pro had affected the 
Vols’ preparation for and 

performance against Penn 
State.

During those early days 
of January 1994, and even 
before, Shuler had been 
asked repeatedly what he 
planned to do, much the 
way Peyton Manning was 
three years later when 
he faced a similar choice 
of going pro or staying in 
Knoxville. The questions 
were persistent, testing his 
patience at times.

“Just today, probably five 
or six times so far,” Shuler 
had told Knoxville journalist 
Russ Bebb.

His departure announce-
ment thrust Oak Ridge’s 
Jerry Colquitt, a fifth-year 
senior, into the attention 
that comes from being 
under center at Tennessee. 
Losing Shuler did make 
finding a quarterback or 
two a major priority in the 
1994 recruiting class.

As things turned out, two 
new quarterbacks did come 
in as part of an impressive 
recruiting haul. They were 
Peyton Manning, son of 
Archie, from New Orleans, 
and Branndon Stewart of 
Stephenville, Texas.

That embarrassment of 
riches at quarterback was 
a good thing since Colquitt 
was lost for the season 
against UCLA, playing only 
seven plays, and backup 
Todd Helton, better known 
for his prowess on the 
baseball field, was injured 
against Mississippi State 
three games later., That left 
the Vols with two rookies 
under center, fans choos-
ing up sides as they are 
prone to do.

The 1994 Vols were able 
to overcome a 1-3 start, 

losses at UCLA, to Flor-
ida in the home opener, 
and at State. The only win 
came at Georgia under Hel-
ton’s tutelage, as the Vols 
played horse-and-buggy 
football, with James “Little 
Man” Stewart rushing for 
211 yards and scoring four 
times and Aaron Hayden 
adding 113.

Fulmer deftly balanced 
the two quarterbacks to 
the point that the Vols won 
seven of their final eight 
games to finish 8-4, culmi-
nated by a 45-23 win over 
Virginia Tech in the Gator 
Bowl.

While all that was hap-
pening in Knoxville, Shul-
er’s professional career, his 
“dream,” in the NFL with 
the Redskins (1994-96) 
and the Saints (1997-98), 
may not have been all that 
he or anybody else wanted.

But there was good news. 
Washington beckoned, 
and, in 2007, he became U. 
S. Rep. Heath Shuler from 
North Carolina’s 11th Con-
gressional District, serving 
until 2013.

Leadership, on and off 
the field, seemed to be in 
his blood.

In the time marches on 
relentlessly category, his 
son, Navy, is now on the 
Vol roster as a quarterback. 
You don’t have to ask what 
jersey number he’s wear-
ing. He now wears the 
famous Shuler No. 21.

No one can foretell what 
he might bring to the Vol 
program over the next few 
years, but one thing is cer-
tain. He’s a Shuler, and that 
seems to say it all.

By Tom 
Mattingly

‘You have to be 21 to win the Heisman’

Achieving legendary status

test will be Friday night at 
7:30 against the Heritage-
WB winner. The Farragut 
boys will go against the 
HVA-Heritage winner Sat-
urday at 7:30.

won a major decision (17-6) 
over Jordan Sexton. Halls’ 
Sam Hutchisen captured 
a 5-2 win over Jackson 
Owens at 132 before Signal 
Mountain won by forfeit at 
138, setting the stage for 
Hunley’s win in the final 
bout of the tournament.

Halls opened the long day 
of grappling with a 34-27 
win over Page as Hunley, 
Trevor Sexton (145), Barrett 
Whaley (152), Briar Whaley 
(160), Goodman (220), 
Kitts (106), May (113) and 
Sexton (126) scored wins 
over the Patriots, who are 
coached by Halls alumnus 
and former assistant coach 
Benji Gray.

“When we saw the draw, 
Benji and I didn’t like it,” 
Sayne said. “He’s done a 
great job there and he’s 
one of my best friends.

“We wrestled twice this 
year. We won one and he 
won one and we decided to 
see what happened and we 
said that we would cheer 
on whoever won.”

In the semifinals, Halls 
knocked off Soddy-Daisy 
35-28.

“In the semis, we wres-
tled Soddy and that was 
a team that could’ve won 
it,” Sayne said. (The state 
duals) used to be 16 teams 
and now, it’s eight and it’s 
hard just to get there.

“This was the most com-
petitive field I’ve seen.”

In the semifinals, Barrett 
Whaley, Briar Whaley, Good-
man, Turner, David Cook, 
Hutchisen and Hunley were 

victorious.
Gibbs boys go 1-2 at 

state: The Eagles also 
qualified for the state tour-
nament. They dropped a 
41-34 decision to Signal 
Mountain in the quarterfi-
nals despite victories from 
Owen DeLuca (145), Hunter 
Abner (152), Gillman Reid 
(170), Elijah Hubbs (182), 
Cameron Norman (195), 
Landon Brooks (285) and 
Blake Allen (106).

The first-round loss 
bumped the Eagles into the 
consolation bracket where 
they defeated Sycamore 
41-30.

Wyatt West (170), Hubbs, 
Brooks, Allen, Ezra Fins-
tad (113), Tyler Constanti-
no (120), Christopher Pur-
year (132) and DeLuca all 
recorded wins in that dual.

Gibbs closed its stay in 
Franklin with a 39-34 loss 
to Soddy-Daisy.

Reid, Hubbs, Luke Tidwell 
(220), Brooks, DeLuca 
and Francisco Ordonez all 
posted wins for the Eagles.

Lady Eagles take fourth 
at state: Gibbs finished 
fourth at the Division I State 
Duals as it fell to Rossview 
54-16 and lost to Clarks-
ville 42-30.

In the semifinals, Trinity 
Lynn (185), Esperanza Cruz 
(114) and Haley Redmond 
(132) all recorded victories.

In the third-place match, 
Lynn and Redmond had 
wins along with Delaney 
Nichols (120), Krystin Harr 
(138) and Rubie Knighten 
(152).

Halls wrestlers 
nab state dual 
championship

Area teams to 
begin postseason 
play with district 

tournaments

every day and see how 
he’s doing, checking in on 
football and grades, just 
making sure he doesn’t 
slack.”

EuGenie said it was a 
hard decision for her boys, 
“but we sat down and dis-
cussed it as a family. We 
just came up with the con-
clusion that they are indi-
viduals, their own person 
and they need to do what’s 
best for them.”

She said it was true that 
she first wanted her boys 
to go to the same college 
and she would move there. 
“I absolutely did because 
they’ve been together for 
their whole lives,” her voice 
trembling with emotion. 
“I just couldn’t see them 
without each other.”

In the end, it was like 
they were making a grown-
up decision.

“Absolutely,” said EuGe-
nie, “Yes, it’s time to make 
mature decisions and deci-
sions that you think are 
best for your life. I’m not 
always going to be here, so 
I need them to trust them-
selves.”

The football mom and 
No. 1 fan that she is, EuG-
enie already has a Plan B 
and it includes her older 
son, Trae, who will be play-
ing his senior season at 
North Greenville Univer-
sity in South Carolina and 
has two more years of eli-
gibility.

“One week I’ll go to 
Cayden’s game, the next 
week I’ll go to Trae’s game 
and the week after that I’ll 
go to Brayden’s game,” she 
said. “And then start over 

again.
“I’ve always been there 

every game. They know 
when I’m there from my 
shouting. They know my 
voice.”

The Latham twins grew 
up in Oxford, Ala., until 
moving to Knoxville their 
eighth grade year.

“Fami l y ”  brought 
them to Tennessee, 
said their mother. “The 
family needed us, so we 
answered the call.”

Big brother Trae, 23, 
went to high school in 
Oxford. He plays center 
and guard at North Green-
ville. He’ll graduate in 
December.

Trae got to go to the 

twins’ state champion-
ship game in Chattanooga 
and said he watched every 
game of their season on 
Diamond Media, whether 
his own game was at home 
or on the road.

He also was in atten-
dance at their signing and 
is very proud of his younger 
brothers.

“Just to see them in this 
position to be able to do 
it the right way, because 
I wasn’t able to sign for a 
scholarship when I was a 
senior,” he said. “I was a 
preferred walk-on. But for 
them to be able to do that, 
that just makes me happy. 
It’s a pretty big win for the 
Latham family.”

After a grown-up decision, 
West twins will go separate ways

Cont. from page 1

Cont. from page 1

Cayden Latham (left) and twin brother Brayden pose for a picture in their younger 
days. Their mother, EuGenie Latham, said Brayden was a little on the heavy side back 
then and she nicknamed him “Butterball.” What about about Cayden, does he have a 
nickname? “Yes, Slim,” laughed EuGenie.

“One week I’ll go to 
Cayden’s game, the 
next week I’ll go to 

Trae’s game and the 
week after that I’ll go 

to Brayden’s game. 
And then start over 
again. I’ve always 
been there every 

game. They know 
when I’m there from 
my shouting. They 

know my voice.” 
- EuGenie Latham
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By Steve Williams

Four members of the 
Bearden High football pro-
gram signed college schol-
arship papers Wednesday 
and one took advantage of 
a “connection” that first-
year BHS Head Coach Josh 
Jones had with Mississippi 
Valley State University.

Jones is a friend of Ken-
drick Wade, the Delta 
Devils’ new head coach, 
and Tyson Pirtle, a 6-2, 
280-pound defensive line-
man, signed with MVSU.

Mississippi Valley State 
is a four-year school in 
the SWAC, the same con-
ference Deion Sanders 
coached in last year at 
Jackson State. MVSU also 
is where NFL all-time great 
Jerry Rice played.

“We’re looking for big 
things out of Pirtle there,” 
said Jones, who attended 
a mini coaching clinic at 
MVSU with their coaching 
staff fairly recently.

Pirtle just played his first 
full season of high school 
football this past year, 
so “his upside is literal-
ly through the roof,” said 

Jones.
“He’s always been a bas-

ketball kid and is the start-
ing center on our basket-
ball team at Bearden.

“Coach Wade said to me, 
‘Coach, we stole one with 
him,’” said Jones. “Tyson 
will go down and buy-in 
and work down there. I 
can see him in a couple of 
years being an all-confer-
ence type player.”

An estimated 250 
people, including the 
football team, attended 
Bearden’s signing cere-
mony. The other signees 
were running back Prese-
an Brown (Maryville Col-
lege), cornerback Adari-
on Patton (UT-Martin) and 
offensive lineman Brenden 
Releford (University of Vir-
ginia at Wise).

“All of these young men 
were wanting to play at 
the next level, so it was 
awesome just to play a 
small part and get to see 
them reach a major mile-
stone and to achieve 
their dreams,” said Coach 
Jones.

“Our coaching staff 

worked really hard assist-
ing these young men in the 
recruiting process. It was 
a really neat deal to see 
the smiles on their faces 
and their families’ faces 
and how proud their family 
members are of them. I’m 
not a real emotional guy, 
but it got me a little emo-
tional I’ve got to admit.”

Brown, who previous-
ly played at Carter, “is 
the first in his immediate 
family to go to college,” 
said Jones. “Maryville Col-
lege has got a great young 
man and a good football 
player as well.”

Patton played his first 
three years in high school 
at Karns. “I coached 
against him when I was at 
Powell and he wasn’t real 
fun to coach against,” said 
Jones.

UT-Martin, incidentally, 
plays its first game this 
coming season against 
Georgia, the national 
champions.

“We look for Adarion 
to go there and do really 
well,” said Jones.

As the season went on, 

more and more coaches 
got interested in Releford 
(6-2, 265). “He had three 
full offers,” said Jones. “It 
went down into the wee 
hours of signing day until 
we knew which way it was 
going to go.”

Mike Compton, a 12-year 
NFL player, is the OL coach 
at UVA-Wise, pointed out 
Jones. “He will do a great 
job of developing Bren-
den.”

Jones also noted that 
Compton was the starting 
center on Tom Brady’s first 
Super Bowl team at New 
England.

“Our administration has 
been great in support-
ing us, so we can sup-
port the young men and 
help them achieve their 
dreams,” summed up 
Coach Jones. “I appreciate 
the Bearden community in 
helping with all facets of 
our team. It was a group 
effort and these kids and 
their families carried the 
biggest burden of it. When 
you have guys signing it’s 
always a great thing for 
your program.”

By Mark Nagi

What a year it was for 
the Tennessee Volunteers 
offense. In 2022, the Vols 
had the top offense in the 
country in total offense 
at 525.5 yards per game 
and scoring at 46.1 points 
per game. They finished 
second with 7.23 in yards 
per play.

The last thing Tennessee 
wants is significant change. 
So, it wasn’t a surprise 
that back in January head 
coach Josh Heupel pro-
moted quarterbacks coach 
Joey Halzle to the offensive 
coordinator position, left 
vacant after Alex Golesh 
took the head coaching job 
at South Florida.

“[Heupel] called me and 
said, ‘Are you ready?’ I said, 
‘Yes sir,’ and he said ‘Okay.’ 
That was kind of the end of 
that one,” said Halzle.

“Joey has been instru-
mental in our record-set-
ting offensive success over 
the past two seasons, and 
he’s built great trust within 
our team,” said Heupel in 
a statement from the Uni-
versity of Tennessee last 
month. “I have known Joey 
for over 15 years, and 
his track record of player 
development has impacted 
every place he has been. 
He has complete knowl-
edge of our aggressive 
offensive identity and prin-
ciples. Having played and 
coached at this level, he 
understands how to con-
nect with players and will 
continue to make a sig-
nificant impact in recruit-
ing. This will be a seam-
less transition for him as 
we strive to build a cham-
pionship program that Vol 
Nation is proud of.”

That familiarity on a per-
sonal level, as well as for 
UT’s offensive scheme, 
made Halzle the expected 
choice.

“He sees that I am doing 
it the right way and the 
way that he wants it done, 
and he sees that I can be 
a benefit to the program 
because if he did not see it 
that way, it would not have 

happened,” said Halzle. 
“He was not just doing it 
just to do it. That was the 
biggest thing. He is instill-
ing the confidence without 
having to give you a pep 
talk, because he under-
stands that this was the 
best thing for the program, 
in his opinion.” 

“Joey and I came in 
together,” said Tennessee 
defensive coordinator Tim 
Banks. “He is never too 
high and never too low. He 
is a guy that has obvious-
ly played the position, and 
he is a rockstar. I think he 
will do a tremendous job 
here. I’m one of his big-
gest fans… we feel really 
good about the way — the 
direction — the offense is 
headed under his leader-
ship. He’s smart, bright 
and passionate, and the 
way he carries himself and 
the leadership style he has, 
you can see it in the way 
our quarterbacks perform 
week in and week out.” 

In this offense, the 
coordinator doesn’t call 
the plays. That’s Heu-
pel’s responsibility. But 
Halzle made key contribu-
tions that led to the win in 
the Orange Bowl, and he 
expects to do more of the 
same starting this Fall.

“The Orange Bowl 
was still us,” said Halzle. 
“That’s who we are. We’re 
going to play with tempo. 
We’re going to go vertical 
on people. We’re going to 
dictate the pace of play. 
We’re going to dictate what 
the defense can and can’t 
do, when they can sub 
and when they can’t. The 
aggression of which we 
attack, we try and score 
from all over the field. One 
of our biggest sayings is it’s 
really hard to score when 
you aren’t trying. So, we try 
to score the ball. Whenev-
er we get it, we anticipate 
crossing the goal line with 
it. That is who we are. We 
are going to attack, that 
isn’t changing. That’s what 
we are, that’s what we said 
we were going to be the first 
day we got here. Nothing of 
that is changing now.”

By Steve Williams

Knox County is once 
again well represented in 
the choices for TSSAA’s Mr. 
and Miss Basketball, with 
two girls and three boys 
among the finalists.

Sydney Mains of Knox-
ville Catholic and Avery 
Treadwell of Bearden are 
Miss Basketball finalists in 
Division II-AA and Class 4A, 
respectively.

Mr. Basketball finalists 
include Deondrea Lind-
sey of Knoxville Catholic 
and Lukas Walls of Knox-
ville Webb in Division II-AA, 
plus Shane Cherry of Aus-
tin-East in Class 3A.

Two other area final-
ists are Maddy Newman 
of Gatlinburg-Pittman and 
Jahvin Carter of Alcoa in 
Class 2A.

High school head 

basketball coaches and 
members of the media 
nominated the finalists.

The Mr. and Miss Basket-
ball Awards will be present-
ed on the floor of Murphy 
Center on the campus of 
MTSU on March 13 at 5:00 
p.m. The event will be open 
to the public.

This year’s honorees will 
be based on performance 
during the 2022-2023 
regular season. Academ-
ics and character also are 
taken into consideration.

This is the 38th year for 
the awards to be presented 
to TSSAA’s best high school 
basketball players.

  
Nomination forms out 

for Road to Fame
The process of selecting 

the fifth class of Halls High 
Athletics’ Road to Fame is 
underway.

Nomination forms are 
available at Home Feder-
al Bank in Halls, the Bel-
laire Grill, HallsDale Util-
ity and Phil Nichols State 
Farm Insurance. Halls High 
also has a website set up to 
take nominations.

The nomination process 
will continue through April 
30.

 
 Halls wrestlers earn 

spot in final state poll
 Halls, fresh from cap-

turing its first-ever TSSAA 
state wrestling team 

championship, earned the 
No. 12 position in the final 
state poll of the season, 
which includes all classifi-
cations.

Cleveland moved up from 
No. 2 to the state’s No. 1 
ranking.

The remainder of the Top 
12 teams in order include 
Bradley Central, Father 
Ryan, Baylor, Dobyns-Ben-
nett, Wilson Central, MBA, 
Summit, Brentwood, Black-
man and Christian Broth-
ers.

Lakeway Christian Acad-
emy and Maryville were 
among area teams receiv-
ing votes.

Now in its 30th year, 
the poll is primarily a mea-
sure of dual meet strength 
with some consideration 
to individual tournament 
strength. Votes are cast by 

a state-wide panel of high 
school wrestling coaches.

  
Young, former S-D 
standout, now at 

Western Kentucky
Elijah Young, who left 

Missouri to get in the 
portal, is now a running 
back at Western Kentucky.

“They are going to be the 
No. 1 offense next season,” 
said Young, a former TSSAA 
Mr. Football honoree at 

South-Doyle High. “They 
had a good season last 
year offensive-wise. They 
throw the ball a lot which 
opens up the run game.”

  
TSSAA spring sports 

start today
Today (Feb. 13) is the 

first official date for prac-
tice in TSSAA baseball, 
girls softball, boys soccer, 
tennis and track and field.

Knox County has five players in 
running for Mr. and Miss Basketball

Bearden Head Coach Josh Jones (maroon jacket) and members of his coaching staff pose with college football signees 
(from left to right): Adarion Patton, Tyson Pirtle, Brenden Releford and Presean Brown.

CAK student-athletes sign scholarship papers on National Signing Day Feb. 1. From left to right: 
basketball player Keira Leffew (Lee University) and baseball players Aaron Bobo (Carson-Newman University), JK 
Hamilton (Dyersburg State), Luke Jones (LMU) and Josh Price (Roane State).

Halzle Looks 
to Keep UT 

Offense Moving

Bearden High School bowler Michael Collins 
holds the “Spotlight Award” in the achievement category 
he received from the Smoky Mountain United States Bowl-
ing Congress Feb. 4 at the Grande Event Center in Knox-
ville. With the BHS senior is Wendy Cox, who is on the 
Board of the Smoky Mountain USBC and manager of the 
Western Avenue Strike & Spare Bowling Lanes.

‘Connection’ with Delta 
Devils played a part in 

BHS signing day


	021323_FCF_A_1-4
	021323_FCF_B_1-6
	021323_FCF_C

