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By Ken Leinart

There was no request to 
ban books, but there was 
a request to set policy.

Two members of the 
Moms For Liberty Knox-
ville Chapter addressed 
the Knox County Board 
of Education Thursday 
night, Nov. 9, bringing to 
its attention some of the 
literature in some of Knox 
County’s schools’ libraries.

Sheri Super, who said 
she is the chair of the 
Knox County Chapter of 
Moms For Liberty, read an 
excerpt from “The Perks 
of Being a Wallflower” by 
Stephen Chbosky. Donna 
Trappasse, also with 
Moms of Liberty, read an 
excerpt from “Crank” by 
Ellen Hopkins.

The excerpts con-
tained what can best 
be described as sexual 

assault of teenage girls.
Both excerpts also con-
tained foul language. 
“Crank” describes drug 
use and underage alco-
hol use.

Super said, “over the 
last two months” she had 
communication with Knox 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jon Rysewyk, “an 
assistant superintendent,” 
Knox County Schools Law 
Director Gary Dupler, 
and “one very support-
ive member” of the board 
of education, “about 
the explicit books in our 
schools’ libraries.”

After reading from “The 
Perk of Being a Wallflow-
er,” Super said there are 
multiple books like that 
one in the schools’ librar-
ies.

“It’s very difficult to find 

Board to revisit 
Knoxville 

Preparatory 
School contract

By Ken Leinart
An item before Knox 

County Board of Educa-
tion to sign a formal char-
ter school agreement 
with Knoxville Preparato-
ry School failed to garner 
the votes required Thurs-
day night, Nov. 9, but that 
does not change the plans 
for the all-boys school to 
open in the fall of 2024.

Approval for the char-
ter school, a planned all 
boys school to be set up 
in East Knox County, was 
approved last April in a 
special called meeting by 
the board.

The special called meet-
ing was held because 
the board did not pass 

approval for it during an 
April 6, 2023, board meet-
ing. The board also did 
pass a reason for rejecting 
the vote, which is required 
by the State of Tennessee.

When the motion to 
approve the agreement 
was presented Thurs-
day, District 2’s Jennifer 
Owen voiced concerns 
about signing the agree-
ment. She said she had a 
“lengthy list of questions,” 
but was not going to go 
through them right then. 
What bothered her, she 
said, was the timeliness of 
the agreement being pre-
sented to the board.

“This charter adminis-
tration, who’s supposed 
to be a partner working 
with us, knowing full well it 
was well past the deadline 
for our agenda, and being 
advised that it was well 

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The Knox County Fire and Techni-
cal Rescue Committee heard from 
Knox County Chief Operating Officer 
Dwight Van de Vate at their bimonth-
ly meeting Wednesday. He spoke 
about the recent Request for Pro-
posals for ambulance service and 
the administration of American Medi-
cal Response for the next five years.

The official approval of continu-
ing with AMR, which has served as 
the county’s official ambulance ser-
vice for the past ten years, comes to 
the Knox County Commission in its 

November meeting.
Committee Chair Jerry Harness 

invited Van de Vate to talk about the 
proposal and the COO said the pro-
cess to select one out of the four 
companies that applied was open 
and fair. He said the new contract 
includes several changes including 
county funding to help hire and train 
employees.

“It will not fix a broken health 
system,” Van de Vate told the com-
mittee which includes the chiefs of 
all the county fire and rescue units. 
He said the new contract requires 
AMR to have multiple zones, a 
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ARMSTRONG 
REMODELING

Water Damage • Drywall • Additions • Wall Moving • Flooring • Kitchens 

Bathrooms • Masonry • Carpentry • Decks • Fences • Plumbing • And more!

865-315-0630
Licensed, Bonded 
& Insured
FREE ESTIMATES

Call the remodeling professionals! From handyman projects to major renovations, we can do it!

‘21 Jeep Grand Cherokee Trailhawk, 4X4 $39,950
2017 Ford Mustang GT Only 400 miles!     $37,990
2021 Toyota Rav4 Limited, 4X4, Hybrid  $39,940
2020 Hyundai Kona Limited, 11K Miles    $26,990
2021 Kia Seltos AWD, 1 owner, Like New!           $27,950
2021 Subaru Forester 

Prm, AWD, 1 owner $28,550
Prices include $399 dock fee. Plus tax, 
tag and title. WAC. Dealer retains all re-
bates. Restrictions may apply. See Dealer 
for details. Prices good through next week.

JACQUIE LITTON
Cell: 865-660-1016 

Offi ce: 865-694-8100

Preferred Properties, Inc.
2505 Kingston Pike

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919
Each offi ce independently owned & operated.

Gulf Park Neighborhood 
Welcome to your dream family home 
in the prime West Knoxville location! 
4-bedroom, 3-bathroom w/ 2,360 SF. 
Built-ins and upgrades throughout.

9712 Panama Drive, Knoxville, TN 37923 
$449,000  MLS 1244925

Charter school 
agreement vote 

fails in BOE

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The annual Veterans Day 
Parade, organized by the Amer-
ican Legion Post 2 and the city 
of Knoxville, filed down Gay 
Street downtown Friday morn-
ing. A slight rain didn’t dampen 
the spirit of the marchers or the 
large crowd and the event hon-
ored Grand Marshal Captain Bill 
Robinson, the longest held enlist-
ed prisoner of war in American 
history. 

More than 100 groups 
marched and included every-
thing from classic cars, motor-
cycles, floats, high school bands 
and business and civic groups. 
One group of young girls handed 
out handwritten thank you notes 
to veterans in the crowd along 
the way.

Notable was a float featuring 
Blue Star Mothers and a bus-
load of Korean War veterans. The 
parade went north on Gay Street 
and everyone was in good spir-
its. One high school band played 
songs for each of the military ser-
vices.

Slight drizzle does not dampen 
Knoxville’s 98th Veterans Day Parade

ABOVE: The Budweiser Clydes-
dales got a ride along the Veteran’s 
Day route Friday instead of pulling 
the wagon. The animals looked out 
the doors of the trailers at the crowd. 
LEFT: Troop TN0215 of the American 
Heritage Girls gave many veterans 
along the Knoxville Veterans Day Pa-
rade handwritten notes thanking them 
for their service to our nation.

Fire and Rescue hears from Van de Vate

Dwight Van de Vate talked to the Fire 
and Technical Rescue Committee last 
week and explained the process of se-
lecting AMR in a new ambulance pro-
vider contract.

PHOTOS BY MIKE STEELY.

The East Tennessee Bucketeers marched in the parade, drumming on pickle buckets. Funds raised in their large red 
buckets will go to local firefighters. 

Policy requested 
for school 

library books
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From a distance

By John J. Duncan Jr.
duncanj@knoxfocus.com

Will It Take 10,000 More To Be Killed?

WWW.MATLOCKTIRESERVICE.COM

Celebrating 69 
Years of Service, 

Dependability, Smooth 
Rides and Our Price 
Match Guarantee! 

FARRAGUT
10730 Kingston Pike

865-966-0425

MARYVILLE
723 S Foothills Plaza

865-983-0741

HARDIN VALLEY
10838 Hardin Valley Rd

865-248-2340

LENOIR CITY
1301 Hwy 321 N

865-986-6533

ATHENS
201 S Congress Pkwy

423-744-9828

By Dr. Harold A. Black
blackh@knoxfocus.com
haroldblackphd.com

Israel and Hamas

Continue on page 4

Hamas com-
m i t t e d  a n 
u n s p e a k a b l e 
evil. It targeted 
defenseless civil-
ians for exter-
mination. How 
anyone, regard-
less of their 
feelings toward 
Israel, could 
sympathize with 
this barbaric act is beyond 
me. Israel seems intent on 
destroying northern Gaza 
and to that end is forcing 
its 1 million Palestinians 
to evacuate to southern 
Gaza. What is striking is 
that Egypt and Jordan have 
closed their borders to the 
Palestinians. Lebanon and 
Iran haven’t opened their 
borders to them either. In 
fact, the only ones who 
want to accept refugees 

are members of 
the Squad and 
their fellow Dem-
ocrats. If Muslim 
nations do not 
want Palestinian 
refugees, then 
neither should 
we.

In retrospect, 
the Israelis were 
incredibly stupid. 

Israel has tough gun con-
trol laws. Less than 2 per-
cent of Israelis are per-
mitted to have guns. It 
would seem that all Israe-
lis should have guns and 
that gun ownership should 
be mandatory in the set-
tlements that are close to 
Gaza and Lebanon to coun-
ter Hamas and Hezbollah. 
Apparently, the Israelis 
thought that their military 
could respond quickly to 
any threat and protect their 
citizenry. They were wrong. 
Why they didn’t have armed 
security at the music fes-
tival is beyond me. They 
need to rethink the security 
of their citizens who live so 
close to those who want to 
kill them. The only reason 
for such strict gun control 
is that they must fear their 
Muslim citizens. This is akin 
to the gun control laws in 
the Deep South that were 
enacted to prevent blacks 
from owning guns.

Those who hate Israel 
often refer to it as an apart-
heid state. Those who try 
to counter the charges 
are wasting their time and 
the name-callers should 
be ignored. Defenders of 
Israel point to its Muslim 
citizens having the vote 
and being in the Knesset. 
However, Israeli actions on 
the West Bank are akin to 
apartheid. Nevertheless, 
all the Muslim countries in 
the Middle East practice 

apartheid themselves. All 
restrict the actions and lib-
erties of non-Muslims and 
discriminate against them. 
They also restrict women’s 
rights, persecute Chris-
tians and non-Muslims and 
are uniformly intolerant to 
the LBGTQ. Why aren’t they 
called apartheid too?

One thing is certain. As 
the war progresses people 
will forget the atrocities 
that caused it and will turn 
against the Israelis as the 
progressive Western press 
will blame Israel for the suf-
fering of the Palestinians. 
Hopefully, Israel will ignore 
all noise and do what it con-
siders best in order to sur-
vive.

The  P a le s t in ians 
resoundingly reject Biden’s 
suggestion of a two-state 
solution. Rather they and 
their supporters call for 
a Palestine “from river 
to sea.” This is the land 
between the River Jordan 
and the Mediterranean 
Sea. Here Israel is situat-
ed meaning the Palestin-
ians want to erase Israel. 
These are the Palestinian 
homelands. But these are 
also the Jewish homelands 
and the Jews have words 
from the Old Testament to 
justify their claim. Exodus 
23:31 says “I will establish 
your borders from the Red 
Sea to the Sea of the Philis-
tines, and from the desert 
to the River. I will hand over 
to you the people who live 
in the land and you will 
drive them out before you.” 
This was literally done and 
created both the modern 
state of Israel and its eter-
nal enemies.

There has never been a 
Palestinian state. Pales-
tine was part of the Otto-
man Empire, as was most 
of the Middle East. After 

World War I, that territo-
ry became administered 
by Britain. The Brits led by 
Winston Churchill subse-
quently divided the territo-
ry into nations and estab-
lished Israel. Although the 
Palestinians did not have 
a nation, there were over 
500 villages and 600,000 
residents living in the ter-
ritory that had to be either 
relocated or absorbed into 
the new nation of Israel. In 
many cases, the removal of 
the residents by force was 
not peaceful and, in some 
cases, tragic. The worst 
instance was in the village 
of Deir Yassin where Zionist 
paramilitary groups killed 
(some say massacred) Pal-
estinian men, women and 
children. I had a Palestinian 
MBA student whose family 
survived the massacre and 
called it Palestine’s Wound-
ed Knee. In fact, the remov-
al and displacement of the 
Palestinians is akin to that 
of the American Indians. It 
is a miracle that we do not 
have Native American ter-
rorists killing whites and 
demanding the return of 
their Homelands.

Israel now exists and will 
continue to exist. The Jews 
who fled Europe have creat-
ed a miracle in the desert. 
They have taken barren 
desert and transformed 
it into a vibrant dynamic 
economy that is as rich in 
human capital and inge-
nuity as it is empty in nat-
ural resources. However, 
with both Palestinians and 
Israelis claiming the same 
land and evoking the same 
god, peaceful coexistence 
will be an eternal challenge.

“I hate war as only a sol-
dier who has lived it can, 
only as one who has seen 
its brutality, its futility, its 
stupidity.” – General Dwight 
Eisenhower in a speech 
to the Canadian Club in 
Ottawa, Canada on Janu-
ary 10, 1946.

A little over one year later 
on June 3, 1947, Eisen-
hower gave the graduation 
speech at the United States 
Military Academy at West 
Point, his Alma Mater. In 
that speech, he said, “War 
is mankind’s most tragic 
and stupid folly… For Amer-
icans, only threat to our way 
of life justifies resort to con-
flict.”

Many people remember 
his farewell speech warning 

against giving too much 
power to the military-indus-
trial complex. But Eisen-
hower gave probably the 
most anti-war speech ever 
given by an American Presi-
dent on April 18, 1953, just 
three months after taking 
office.

Speaking to a convention 
of the American Society of 
Newspaper Editors, he said: 
“Every gun that is made, 
every warship launched, 
every rocket fired signifies, 
in the final sense, a theft 
from those who hunger and 
are not fed, those who are 
cold and are not clothed. 
This world in arms… it is 
humanity hanging from a 
cross of iron.”

This was a man who 
spent most of his career in 
the military, yet he had the 
courage in 1956 to refuse 
Israel’s demand that the 
U.S. join it in its war against 
Egypt over control of the 
Suez Canal.

We have not had a pres-
ident since then (several 
of whom I supported) who 
has had the guts to stand 
up against the extremely 

powerful Israel Lobby.
Every year since 1896, 

one U.S. Senator, alternat-
ing between the parties, 
reads George Washing-
ton’s farewell address on 
February 22. In his fare-
well address, Washington 
warned against “overgrown 
military establishments” 
and “accumulation of debt.” 
He also cautioned against 
“entangling alliances” with 
other nations.

His words from 1796 
could be applied to our 
relationship with Israel 
today: “So likewise a pas-
sionate attachment of one 
nation for another produc-
es a variety of evils. Sym-
pathy for the favorite nation 
facilitating the illusion of an 
imaginary common inter-
est… and infusing into one 
the enmities of the other, 
betrays the former into a 
participation in the quar-
rels and wars of the latter 
without adequate induce-
ment or justification.”

The late Charley Reese 
was chosen as the most 
popular columnist by 
many thousands in a poll 

conducted several years 
ago by C-SPAN. He was a 
staunch conservative, and 
he wrote in a very plain, 
down-to-earth way.

I agree with the words he 
wrote in 2004: “I harbor no 
ill feelings toward Israel. In 
many ways it is an admi-
rable country, but it is a 
foreign country, and the 
United States should treat 
Israel the same as it treats 
every other foreign nation. 
We should make it clear, for 
example, that Israel’s ene-
mies are not our enemies. 
If the Israelis and the Syr-
ians don’t get along, that’s 
their business. Our rela-
tions with Syria should be 
based strictly on how Syria 
treats Americans and Amer-
ica’s interests.”

Reese added: “We 
should not be involved in 
the Middle East at all except 
as purchasers of oil, but we 
will go on spending trea-
sure and blood in that area 
until the American people 
elect some politicians brave 
enough to face down the 
Israeli Lobby.”

In his book, “Coming To 

Palestine,” Sheldon Rich-
man, a Jew, wrote that the 
“sheer cruelty…of Israel’s 
treatment of the Palestin-
ians warrants the concern 
of all who favor freedom 
and… justice, social coop-
eration, free exchange and 
peace.”

In that book, Allan Brown-
feld of the American Coun-
cil for Judaism wrote that 
“the early Zionists not 
only turned away from the 
Jewish religious tradition 
but, in their disregard for 
the indigenous population 
of Palestine, Jewish moral 
and ethical values as well.”

He quoted a Jewish histo-
rian, Maxime Rodinson, who 
wrote: “Wanting to create a 
purely Jewish or predomi-
nantly Jewish state in Arab 
Palestine in the 20th cen-
tury could not help but lead 
to a colonial-type situation 
and the development of a 
racist state of mind and in 
the final analysis to a mili-
tary confrontation.”

The Palestinians have 
been horribly mistreated 
for 75 years, and this has 
caused much hatred and 

hostility to build up. But 
nothing could justify some 
of the cruelty by Hamas on 
Oct. 7. They deserve the 
worst imaginable torture.

But as I write this, some 
10,000 Palestinians, 
including over 4,000 chil-
dren, have been killed. One 
major refugee camp was 
hit with six 2,000-pound 
bombs, killing several hun-
dred civilians to get one 
Hamas member.

Chris Hedges, who cov-
ered the Middle East for 
both the Dallas Morn-
ing News and the New 
York Times, said 48% of 
Gaza housing has been 
destroyed. He said what 
is going on now is ethnic 
cleansing and genocide.

Will it take 10,000 more 
– or 20,000 – before 
Netanyahu will be satisfied? 
All this killing could create 
even more Hamas mem-
bers. This madness needs 
to stop.

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Housing and housing-
related issues will take 
the majority of the Knox-
ville City Council meet-
ing on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 14, as the city moves 
to loosen restrictions 
to permit more housing 
units.

The council may vote to 
include Knoxville’s most 
exclusive home zone 
area, RN-1, to be part of 
the Missing Middle Hous-
ing Proposal. The council 
may also vote to include 
properties within residen-
tial areas in the short-
term rental permit pro-
gram.

Housing, trash and 
golf management 

on city agenda
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Hunter Is Not A 
Victim

Poor Hunter Biden! The 
First Son is trying to write his 
way out of his predicament 
yet seems to have accom-
plished nothing except to dig 
the hole deeper. Hunter is 
the author of an op-ed for 
the USA network of newspa-
pers and every major city in 
Tennessee has a USA Today 
newspaper, including Knox-
ville. The thesis of Hunter’s 
op-ed is he that is a victim, 
along with his father. “My 
struggles and mistakes 
have been fodder for a vile 
and sustained disinforma-
tion campaign against my 
father, President Joe Biden, 
and an all-out annihilation 
of my reputation.” So far 
as I can tell, his reputation 
wasn’t that good before 
his father became presi-
dent. Still, Bless its heart. 
Hunter refers to the ongo-
ing congressional investiga-
tions as “high-pitched but 
fruitless,” even though they 
have uncovered far more 
evidence than the notori-
ous Russia collusion hoax. 
Hunter acknowledged his 
addiction “consisted each 
day of a bottle of vodka and 
as many hits on a crack pipe 
as possible” and pointed to 
20 million other Americans 
who suffer from “substance 
abuse disorder.” 

Hunter makes a point to 
conclude his op-ed with the 
outright statement he is NOT 
a victim, and that he grew up 
with privilege and opportuni-
ty. Hunter was kicked out of 
the Navy for testing positive 
for cocaine; at least that was 
the story written by the Asso-
ciated Press at the time. It 
does raise an even bigger 
question, which is why com-
panies all across the world 
would shove millions of 
dollars into the hands and 
numerous bank accounts 
of a hopeless addict. The 
millions of dollars flowing 
into the Biden family bank 
accounts weren’t earned 
by a high-functioning young 
Yale-trained lawyer with 
great business skills. No 
indeed, it was going to a 
Yale-trained lawyer who was 
chugging down a bottle of 
vodka every day and taking 
as many hits from a crack 
pipe as possible. 

The disinformation seems 
to be Hunter’s own. It raises 
more valid questions as to 
why any legitimate business 
would pay a low-functioning 
addict tens of millions of dol-
lars.

Foreign Aid Abuse
It’s well past time the 

United States reevaluated 
our foreign aid program. A 
government watchdog has 
revealed Afghanistan, gov-
erned by the Taliban, is 
receiving aid from the U. S. 
and other countries amount-
ing to $80 million every 
10 – 14 days. The money, 
supposedly for humanitar-
ian purposes, is apparent-
ly siphoned off by the Tali-
ban through fake nonprof-
it groups and other means 
according to the watchdog. 
The Biden administration 
has allocated $2.5 billion 
for aid to Afghanistan since 
the disastrous withdrawal 

from that country, which left 
something like $80 billion 
of American-owned military 
equipment and materials, all 
of which fell into the hands 
of enemies of this country.

The wealth of the Hamas 
leaders, Khaled Mashaal 
and Ismail Haniyeh, is esti-
mated to be $4 billion, while 
Mousa Abu Marzouk, head 
of the political bureau, is 
estimated to have a fortune 
of $3 billion. That hardly 
seems oppressed, nor do 
they live in the Gaza strip, 
preferring luxury hotels in 
Qatar. Where do you sup-
pose that money came 
from? Gaza doesn’t pump 
out oil or have any indus-
tries of note. They’ve likely 
skimmed the cream and 
milk off the barrels of cash 
showered on Palestinians 
in the form of humanitarian 
aid. They live like kings while 
most of their people live in 
squalor.

Biden’s Islamic 
Support Purely 

Political
Foreign policy has never 

been Joe Biden’s strong 
suit. Following the slaughter 
of entire families in Israel, 
Biden announced his admin-
istration was working on a 
national strategy to coun-
ter Islamophobia. That pro-
nouncement came one day 
after a new poll showed 
Arab-American support for 
Biden and Democrats was 
sinking like a stone. It also 
came one day after FBI 
Director Christopher Wray 
told the members of the 
Senate’s Homeland Secu-
rity Committee that while 
Jewish people in this coun-
try account for only 2.4% 
of America’s population, 
Jewish Americans account-
ed for “something like 60% 
of all religious-based hate 
crimes.” But the problem in 

this country is Islamophobia. 
Really?

Release The 
Manifesto

Audrey Hale, the murder-
er in the Covenant School 
shootings in Nashville, left 
behind a manifesto in the 
bloody wake of her killing 
spree. That manifesto has 
been the source of much 
speculation and has been 
closely held by officials and 
not revealed to the public. 
Evidently, parts of the mani-
festo have leaked and is cur-
rently circulating through-
out the internet. Hale, who 
identified as male, was 
motivated, at least in part, 
by a hatred of white people, 
even though she herself was 
white. The leaked pages 
indicate Hale deliberately 
set out to kill children, as 
well as stated her intent 
to murder “crackers” who 
enjoyed “white privilege.” 

J.D. Vance, a U.S. senator 
from Ohio, said, “The anti-
whiteness movement, main-
streamed by American uni-
versities and corporations, 
has blood on its hands.”

Liberal Politics 
Made The Obamas 

Wealthy
Barack Obama made 

a recent pronouncement 
concerning the Hamas–
Israeli war, saying no side 
has clean hands. What is 
certain is that Obama’s 
hands are not clean at all, 
having fueled Iran, the main 
exporter of terrorism in the 
world, with billions of dollars. 
Those remarks came during 
a “reunion” celebrating 
Obama’s election in 2008. 
In 2016 Obama wrote, “It 
is important to remember 
that capitalism has been 
the greatest driver of pros-
perity and opportunity the 

world has ever seen.” The 
former president changed 
his tune to fit in with the cul-
tural Marxism of his political 
party as he criticized mar-
ket-based systems, which 
he said, “have been com-
patible with slavery, caste 
systems, colonialization, 
war, exploration, corrup-
tion, fraud, autocracy, the 
poisoning of our national 
environment.” Certainly, the 
free market has been very, 
very good to Michelle and 
Barack Obama, as their net 
worth has steadily climbed 
well into the tens of millions. 
One estimate by an analyst 
of the Obama net worth was 
around $245 million. The 
Obamas, like the former 
Prince Harry and his actress 
wife, clenched a deal with 
streaming giant Netflix to 
produce programs that have 
the entertainment value of 
a poke with a sharp stick. 
Had they been produced as 
a sleep aid, it would likely 
have been worth what they 
were paid.

The wealth generated by 
production deals and books 
has enabled the Obamas to 
live a very privileged lifestyle 
indeed with a magnificent 
mansion in Washington, D. 
C., and a lavish estate on 
exclusive Martha’s Vineyard.

Tlaib Censured 
Finally

Last week the U. S. House 
of Representatives final-
ly voted to censure Con-
gresswoman Rashida Tlaib, 
the most rabid antisemite 
in Congress. Four Republi-
cans voted against the cen-
sure resolution, while only 
24 Democrats voted for 
it. The censure resolution 
was brought when Tlaib 
called for the eradication 
of Israel. Lately, Tlaib has 
accused Joe Biden of sup-
porting “genocide” against 

Palestinians.

More Foreign Aid 
Abuse

It’s way past time some-
one calls out the facts about 
what is happening in Gaza. 
The people in Gaza voted in 
2005 for a government run 
by Hamas. Since then, there 
haven’t been any further 
elections to my knowledge. 
Hamas has used the foreign 
aid sent by the United States 
and other countries not for 
the humanitarian purposes 
intended, but instead used 
it to build a network of tun-
nels running under hospi-
tals, homes, and schools 
to shield themselves from 
retaliation for their terror-
ist acts and protect them-
selves.

No society can ignore the 
kind of inhuman slaughter 
inflicted by Hamas on the 
Israeli people. None of the 
antisemites mention the 
butchery of babies and fami-
lies while accusing the Israe-
lis of war crimes. The crimes 
are pretty easy to spot; how 
Hamas has treated its own 
Palestinian people; and the 
deliberate and systematic 
murder of civilians. 

One little Leftist activ-
ist found out the hard way 
recently in Great Britain in 
a video that has since gone 
viral. The activist, “Billboard 
Chris,” approached sever-
al Muslim girls to get their 
support for medically tran-
sitioning children. One social 
media wag described the 
incident by writing “Billboard 
Chris” was shocked to dis-
cover the girls didn’t share 
his views on LGTBQ+ issues, 
which is putting it mildly. 
Who would have thought?

Publisher’s Positions

By Steve Hunley, 
Publisher
publisher@knoxfocus.com
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By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

When the Knox County 
Commission meets in work 
session today and in reg-
ular session on Monday, 
November 20, they will 
see more than four dozen 
agenda items. Most will be 
passed as consent items, 
approved with one vote, 
and those items are select-
ed by the chair and com-
missioners.

Of the resolutions so far 
are several requests from 
the Knox County Sheriff’s 
Office.

A defined service 

contract to make Young-
Williams Animal Center the 
official authority to regulate 
dogs, cats and other ani-
mals is requested by the 
sheriff and county mayor. In 
an agreement with the City 
of Knoxville, the center will 
be approved to regulate, 
capture, impound and dis-
pose of stray animals with 
the help of the KCSO and 
the Knoxville Police Depart-
ment.

The sheriff is also asking 
for approval of an agree-
ment with the state for 

$46,410 for electron-
ic monitoring costs. He 
is also asking for approv-
al of a $3,000 grant from 
Walmart for the Shop with 
a Cop program.

Overtime reimburse-
ments from the Organized 
Crime Drug Enforcement 
Task Forces are also being 
requested from the com-
mission for $ 5,000 and 
$10,000 for costs incurred 
by the sheriff’s depart-
ment.

In other action the 
commission may vote 

to purchase a Dutch-
town Road property for 
$100,000 for the Cedar 
Bluff Flood Mitigation Proj-
ect, debate the re-hire of 
AMR as the 911 ambulance 
service, and hear from 
Commissioner Kyle Ward 
on his suggestion for the 
District 4 seat on the Board 
of Zoning Appeals.

Mayor Glenn Jacobs will 
name appointments and 
re-appointments to the 
Visit Knoxville Board and 
the Air Pollution Control 
Board.

minimum number of vehi-
cles, and be penalized for 
slow response. He added 
that the company may 
apply for penalty relief.  

When asked why the 
vetting did not include first 
responders’ perspectives, 
he replied, “We know the 
problem.” He talked about 
the low staffing of hospi-
tals and the problem with 
hiring and keeping emer-
gency medical techni-
cians. “Hospitals have 
got to be brought to the 
table,” he said.

“Fifty percent of the 
EMTs hired exit after their 
first year,” he said.

Van de Vate also said 
the new contract defines 
different priority respons-
es and what he called 
“street medicine” for 
things like field dressings, 
especially for those in the 
“mission district” where 
many calls to 911 are 
minor medical problems.

When asked about a 
possible county-wide fire 
department, Van de Vate 
said that might be too 
much for a mayor in his 
final term to take up. He 
added that the county 
administration may take 
up the idea next year and 
get a study off the ground 
in 2025.

Fire and Rescue hears 
from Van de Vate

Sheriff has many requests before 
Knox County Commission

Cont. from page 1
past the deadline, wanted 
to push forward and give to 
us even after our agenda 
had been published,” she 
said.

“I think that just shows 
an amount of disrespect 
for the chartering authority 
… that we shouldn’t allow 
to go on because we are 
expected to have some kind 
of oversight.”

Owen said letting the 
Knox Preparatory “get 
away” with that so early in 
the process “sets us up for 
a very bad relationship.”

Ninth District Board 
member Kristi Kristy asked 
Knox County Assistant 
Superintendent Theresa 
Nixon to address the situ-
ation. Nixon is working with 

the charter agreement and 
oversight for Knox County 
Schools. 

Nixon said the board of 
education is the charter-
ing authority and that she 
works for them, but that 
until an agreement is in 
place she doesn’t feel she 
“can have the oversight and 
authority to ask questions.”

Kristy also noted that 
even without the charter 
agreement being passed, 
Knox Preparatory School 
will continue with its pro-
cess of being ready to open 
in the fall of 2024.

When a vote was called 
for, Owen voted “no.”

First District member 
Rev. John Butler and 4th 
District’s Katherine Bike 
passed. Both had said they, 

too, wished the agreement 
had not been presented so 
late to the board.

Steve Triplett (District 7), 
Betsy Henderson (District 
6), Susan Horn (District 5), 
and Kristy all voted, “yes.”

Daniel Watson (District 3) 
and Mike McMillan (District 
8) were absent from the 
meeting, leaving the vote 
at 4-1 with two passes and 
short the majority needed.

Gary Dupler, lay director 
for Knox County Schools, 
said the board had to have 
a contract with the charter 
school, whether it was the 
one presented Thursday or 
another one “with tweaks,” 
and the board could take 
that up at its December 
meeting.

Charter school agreement vote fails



PAGE A4	 The Knoxville Focus	    November 13, 2023

Variances dealing with 
stand-alone parking lots 
in the South Waterfront 
area may be discussed.

Property along Piney 
Grove Church Road may 
be permitted to change 
from RN-1 to Agricultural 
zoning. The lot at 121 
Union Avenue is up for a 
change from Downtown 
District to Boulevards 
Subdistrict.

A change from RN-1 to 
RN-2 is proposed for the 
property at 707 Delapp 
Drive and Zero Westridge 
Drive may change from 
Civil and Institutional to 
Low-Density Residential 
zoning.

A lot at 114 Sylvia Drive 
could see a North City 

Sector Plan change and 
move from RN-1 to RN-5 if 
the council approves.

Likewise, a property 
at 4600 Ernestine Drive 
could go from RN-1 to 
RN-2.

Three lots, at 1500 
Fort Promise Drive and 
1203 and 1331 West 
Oldham Avenue, could 
be rezoned from RN-5 
to C-N Neighborhood 
Commercial.

In other action, the 
council may extend the 
agreement with Indigo 
Sports LLC to manage 
the Whittle Springs and 
Knoxvil le Municipal 
golf courses. Waste 
Connections of Tennessee 
Inc. may be contracted 
for nearly $1.5 million 

per year in an agreement 
that includes the hauling 
and disposal of city solid 
waste and construction 
debris and the installation 
of a compactor.

The late Larry G. Cox will 
be honored and $72,000 
may be allocated for 
ten community-based 
organizat ions  wi th 
programs for youth and 
young adults.

The  Appalachian 
Mountain Bike Club’s 
Fall Festival may get a 
$3,000 donation and the 
mayor seeks approval for 
several appointments and 
reappointments to the 
Neighborhood Advisory 
Council.

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

In a brief meeting Tuesday morning the 
Knox County Ethics Committee, on the 
suggestion of Chairman Michael Coving-
ton and Law Director David Buuck, voted 
to dismiss the ethics complaint filed by 
Michael R. Casstevens.

Casstevens had filed a complaint that 
Commissioner Kyle Ward had received 
property for only $20 in exchange for a 
favor to nominate someone to a posi-
tion. Covington told the committee 
that Casstevens had an opportunity to 
update or revise the complaint but had 
not done so.

“He chose not to come forward with 
any additional information,” Covington 
said and then called for a motion to dis-
miss the complaint. The vote passed.

The ethics committee members then 
chose the future chair and vice chair with 
Covington and Kathryne Ogrod nominat-
ed, respectively. Covington remains chair 
following a 5-0-2 vote.

Two new members, Krystal Gibson and 
Marcus Hilliard, were absent from the 
meeting.

Ogrod was then selected as vice chair 
in a 5-1-2 vote. Covington announced the 
next meeting will be February 14.
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ALTERATIONS
JOANNE’S ALTERATIONS, 

PANTS HEMMING $5, 
SPECIALIZING IN JEANS.

 CALL 579-2254 

CARPET 
CLEANING

CHILD CARE
MARCIA’S 

LEARNING CENTER
1411 Exeter Ave, Knoxville

(865) 673-8223
Day Shift 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

DRY 
CLEANING

ELDER CARE
CLOSE TO HOME ELDERLY 
CARE. 24-HOUR CARE IN 

PRIVATE HOME. RN WITH 30 
YRS EXPERIENCE. EXCELLENT
 REFERENCES. 865-335-6337

ELECTRICIAN

FENCING

FENCE SERVICE
New Builds Or Repairs

Quality, Honesty, Integrity
“Our Priority”

Insured & Bonded, FREE ESTIMATES

Call or Text 865-888-1241  

GUTTER 
WORK

GUTTER CLEANING,
INSTALLATION OF 5 INCH AND

REPAIR OF FASCIA BOARD
936-5907

FLOORING

HOUSE 
CLEANING - INT

KATHY’S KLEANING, 
HONEST, DEPENDABLE, 

HOUSECLEANING! WEEKLY 
BI-WEEKLY OR MONTHLY. 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE. 

865-343-1474
.............................

SPRING FRESH 
HOUSECLEANING

WEEKLY, BI-WEEKLY, 
MONTHLY.

KNOXVILLE AND KINGSTON.
$35 PER HR /  3-HRS $100
REFERENCES AVAILABLE.

CALL JULIE - 865-255-6690

LAWN 
SERVICES

~ LEAF REMOVAL ~ 
CALL 

865-556-0310

METAL WORKS

GHOST RIDERS 
METAL WORKS
865-705-0742

Mobile Welding
Fabrication & Repair

State Licensed
Pipe Bollards Installed 

Welding    
(Stick Welding, 
Mig Welding & 
Gas Welding)

PAINTING

PAINTING- INTERIOR- 
EXTERIOR

Lic. & Ins.  30 Yrs. Exp.
Free Estimates
865-573-2199

Professional Painters

PATIOS&DECKS

PERSONAL 
ASSISTANT

OFFERING PERSONAL SERVICES 

HOUSE AND PET SITTING; 

ERRANDS, GIFT SHOPPING; 

MEAL PREP AND DELIVERY. 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE. 

CALL 865-249-3143 OR EMAIL 

MSRERRANDS23@GMAIL.COM

 ROOFING

ROOF REPAIRS, 

METAL:SHINGLE:RUBBER, 

ROOF COATING:FREE 

ESTIMATES, 865-705-7069

TREE 
SERVICES

 

FSBO
HARDWOOD MULCH

$55 PER SCOOP, INSTALLED!
CALL FOR QUOTE.

865-936-2171
 

REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT

WANTED

WANTED

PERSONALS

GENTLEMAN IN MY MID-

50S SEEKING KIND, LOVING, 

MOTIVATED LADY. I AM 

ATTRACTIVE, FUN, TONED, 

FINANCIALLY SECURE AND 

CREATIVE. I LOVE SUNSETS, 

RAINBOWS, BOATING, & MY 

LAKE HOUSE. LET’S HAVE FUN! 

NO DRUGGIES. PLEASE LEAVE 

MESSAGE FOR JOHN AT 

863-261-5191.

service directory

classifieds

Call or email Ruthie at 865-686-9970 or 
ruthie@knoxfocus.com to place 

your Classified or Service Directory 
advertisement!      

one book, where it’s locat-
ed, and cross reference and 
make sure the books we’re 
talking about actually are 
this explicit,” Super said.

“We are not book ban-
ners. We just want to have 
some kind of policy to label 
these books, segregate 
these book, have parental 
opt out options, or in the 
event that some of these 
are too graphic, removal 
from the school.”

Super said she appreci-
ates Knox County School 
Board’s self-censor efforts, 
but she said having parents 
and students do it was not 
fair and “put them in the 
firing line.”

Super also noted Knox 
County’s procedures do 
not exclude the director of 
schools or policy makers 
from excluding a book.

She asked the board to 
review its policies.

Before reading from 
“Crank,” Trappasse said the 
book is carried by Bearden 
Middle School Library, and 
others, and the sixth, sev-
enth, and eighth graders 
at Bearden Middle School 

have “unfettered access” 
to the book.

Trappasse said parents 
and educators may not be 
aware of the sexually explic-
it and erotic content of the 
book, but the 11, 12 and 
13-year-olds at the schools 
are.

“This book is currently 
out on loan to one of the 
1,277 students,” she said.

Trappasse said she didn’t 
come to the school board 
meeting to debate if it is 
appropriate to have “erotic, 
sexualized” material avail-
able for children.

“That matter has already 
been debated and prec-
edent has been set,” she 
said.

She pointed out the 
Motion Picture Association 
of America and television 
shows assign an age appro-
priate guide, as well as the 
placement of parental guid-
ance warnings on music.

“We as a society have 
already established young 
children do not necessar-
ily have the ability to deter-
mine what is most appro-
priate for themselves,” she 
said.

Policy requested for 
school library books

Housing, trash and golf 
management on city agenda

Charges against Kyle Ward 
dismissed by ethics committee

PHOTO BY MIKE STEELY

Michael Covington was selected again to 
serve as chairman of the Knox County 
Ethics Committee and Kathryne Ogrod 
was chosen as vice chair. 
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Cargo

COMPASS
Heating & Air Conditioning Inc.

524-7237    688-1124

Heat Pump with All Parts Extended 
Warranty. Take 10 years to pay! 

REPLACE YOUR EXISTING HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM WITH A HIGH EFFICIENCY ONE! 

Serving you since 1979.

WE DO DUCT 
CLEANING!

Schedule your Fall Maintenance today!

Energy Star Certified

“You have too much 
cargo.”

Aboriginal Chieftain

After more than two 
decades, the above quote 
from Jared Diamond’s 
Pulitzer Prize-winning book, 
“Guns, Germs, and Steel,” 
still intrigues me. While 
walking along the beach 
with an aboriginal chieftain, 
the polymath Professor 
Diamond was challenged 
to defend Western culture 
and explain why Western 
civilization became the 
preeminent culture of the 
world. The book is com-
plicated, but it remains 
unquestionably relevant 
as civilized man confronts 
Hamas savages and neo-
Marxist anarchists like BLM 
and ANTIFA.

It was the chief’s opinion 
that our modern culture 
has too much stuff, which 
he labeled as cargo. He 
may be right because we 
have a lot of stuff.

We have an extended 
family member who has 

been forced to downsize 
because of health issues 
and the frailties of aging. 
No one wants to give up 
their independence, but it 
is a reality that if you live 
long enough you will need 
help and often a protect-
ed environment. And when 
you downsize what do you 
do with the stuff you’ve col-
lected over a lifetime?

Becky and I are from 
Knoxville and have always 
lived here except for a 
few years in Memphis. 
Our roots are in Knoxville, 
and since we have seldom 
been forced to move we 
have acquired consider-
able cargo. The same goes 
with our loved one who has 
far more cargo than can be 
put in her new apartment. 
By comparison, a friend 
has lived in a lot of places 
because of job transfers. 
She jokingly avers that it 
is best to move every five 
years and take nothing with 
you!

Have you noticed how 
many storage facilities 

there are around K-town? 
They’re everywhere. We 
rented space at one of 
these to store our loved 
one’s stuff. Perhaps it’s 
sad that most of our “trea-
sures” are not wanted by 
younger family members 
who apparently just want 
new stuff or to acquire their 
own cargo. Of course, there 
are exceptions. Our West 
Coast daughter loves “vin-
tage” cargo, but shipping 
costs are prohibitive. As a 
result, we’re organizing a 
fire sale after a few items 
were passed on to family 
members.

 We have a rear entrance 
to our 20-acre farm prop-
erty that is accessed from 
the cul-de-sac of a neigh-
boring development. I’m 
glad we have this alterna-
tive entrance which faces 
west and is more pass-
able in winter months 
than the north-facing main 
entrance that is occasion-
ally ice-bound.

Recently, we were driv-
ing through the neighbor-
ing condo development and 
it seemed more like a park-
ing lot than a roadway. Cars 
were parked everywhere on 
the street. Apparently, the 
condo owners have lots of 
cars and I guess the small 
garages are filled with 
cargo. As a result, street 
parking has become a 
necessity and has turned 
the local neighborhood into 
a parking lot.

I’m not complaining 
about American affluence 

or our mobile society. We 
are blessed, but some-
times take these blessings 
for granted. As I observe 
the Israel-Hamas war, I 
feel sorry for the Gaza 
citizens who live under 
the thumb of Hamas and 
are often used as human 
shields by the terrorists. If 
the Hamas leaders, who 
are billionaires and live 
in Qatar, would help their 
people instead of them-
selves, things would be 
different in that wretched 
part of the world. However, 
in a recent New York Times 
interview, the Hamas lead-
ership said they have “no 
interest in governing in 
Gaza.” Instead, they want 
a “permanent state of war” 
with Israel.

I thank the Lord daily 
for another day of life and 
things like running water, 
power, a hot shower and 
stocked grocery shelves. 
While it is true that Gaza 
citizens voted for Hamas 
to lead them, I suspect 
the elections were rigged. 
There seem to be a lot of 
fraudulent elections these 
days. Some believe that 
it was Joseph Stalin who 
said, “It’s not the people 
who vote that counts; it’s 
the people who count the 
votes.”

Capitalism has raised 
more people out of pover-
ty than any other system. 
Bill Maher recently said the 
same thing. This is espe-
cially true when capitalism 
is compared to socialism 

or communism. The clue-
less AOC graduated from 
Boston College with a 
degree in economics. And 
Ivy League schools like 
Harvard, don’t teach reality, 
but instead seem to focus 
on anti-Americanism and 
antisemitism. Someone 
should tell supporters of 
AOC and her squad that the 
slogan, “From the river to 
the sea” is a call for geno-
cide of the Jewish state of 
Israel.

Cars are representa-
tive of American individu-
alism and freedom. I may 
whine about Knoxville traf-
fic on I-40 or the construc-
tion project underway on 
Alcoa Highway, but I don’t 
want to surrender my truck 
or my freedom. I resist 
the Progressive’s assault 
on fossil fuels and cars. I 
don’t want to be crammed 
into an urban center or 
dependent on mass tran-
sit. Cars are representa-
tive of Americanism, and I 
will surrender neither to the 
left. I will offer one word of 
caution: When you’re on the 
road, be vigilant and drive 
defensively. But you also 
better watch out in park-
ing lots where pedestrians 
and other drivers don’t pay 
attention.

The Democrats and 
Prog re s s i ve s  have 
brought us a lot of bag-
gage, the type of cargo no 
thoughtful person would 
choose. Democrats and 
Progressives have corrupt-
ed our education systems, 

the courts and intelligence 
agencies, and, along with 
Washington RINOs, are 
bankrupting the country. 
I’ve lived a long and full 
life; my time is about done. 
However, it breaks my heart 
that my children and grand-
kids will pay a horrible price 
for my generation’s foolish 
dependency on govern-
ment rather than God. I’m 
no polymath like Professor 
Diamond, but as a self-
trained student of history, 
scripture and the human-
ities, I know we’re on the 
wrong track and we are 
making the same mistakes 
other cultures have made 
down through history. And 
it always ends badly. 

Apparently, it just hasn’t 
gotten bad enough for us 
to vote the bums out of 
office, tighten our belts 
with serious budgetary 
cuts and close the border 
to stop the invasion. We 
should be supporting the 
police and locking up mis-
creants and criminals who 
threaten citizens. And we 
should be alert for the next 
attack from terrorists who 
have slipped into America 
on Biden’s watch and have 
vowed to kill us after they 
finish with the Jews and 
Israel. 

It may already be too late 
for America. You will know 
in 2024.

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The City of Knoxville 
will have a new municipal 
judge. Tyler M. Caviness 
defeated long-time incum-
bent Judge John R. Rosson 
Jr. in the final election count 
Tuesday. Caviness received 
9,450 votes or 61% to 
Rosson’s 5,925 or 39%.

South Knoxville’s Debbie 
Helsley won big, with 71% 
of the vote over R. Bentley 
Marlow. Helsley led in early 
and absentee voting and 
eventually captured 10,576 
votes over Marlow’s 4,303 
for the city council at-large 

Seat B to replace Janet 
Testerman, who did not 
seek re-election.

Incumbent Council -
woman Amelia Parker 
easily won re-election over 
challenger Tim Hill with 
60% of the vote.

Incumbents with no 
challengers on the ballot, 
at-large Councilwoman 
Lynn Fugate and District 
5 Councilman Charles 
Thomas, won re-election.

The total turnout for the 
early, absentee and gener-
al election was 15,696 reg-
istered voters.

New city judge, one new council member elected Tuesday

The election staff at Pleasant Ridge Elementary School 
poses for a Focus picture during the slow afternoon of vot-
ing Tuesday. Knoxville voting has been low across the ear-
ly voting and on election day. Photo by Mike Steely.
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By Joe Rector
joerector@comcast.net

He never had a childhood

BASEMENT OR 
CRAWLSPACE LEAKING??

Don’t overpay the nationwide 
companies by the thou$ands when 
MOLD TOX, LLC can install a dry-up 

system for a fraction of the cost!
BBB Accredited Business with A+ Rating

TN Charter #4410

(865) 524-1227     (865) 453-1880
www.moldtox.com

My name is SNAIL! I am a lively dog who is ready to bring joy into 
your life. I am a 2-year-old, medium-sized male dog who is a 
friendly big ol’ teddy bear. I have an energe� c nature, irresis� ble 
charm and an infec� ous spirit. I came to Young-Williams 
Animal Center needing hernia surgery but have since recovered 
brilliantly, showing my true fi ghter spirit. I am eager for a future 
brimming with love, long walks and belly rubs. If you’re ready 

to welcome an enthusias� c companion into your life, stop by 
Young-Williams Animal Center, 3201 Division St. to meet me!

Hello! I am BUCK, a 6-year-old male mixed breed who is an absolute 
pleasure to be around. I am a staff  favorite at Young-Williams and am 

o� en described as “fl awless” and “an exemplary gentleman.” I am an 
excellent leash walker, an a� en� ve listener and have a commendable 

memory. I enjoy exploring my surroundings on walks, indulging in a 
good sniff  here and there, but at my core, I am a relaxed soul who 

yearns for cozy couch cuddles. And did I men� on I give the warmest 
hugs? When it comes to interac� ng with other dogs, I showcase my 

social, tolerant and laid-back demeanor. Come by and meet me and other 
adoptable pets at Young-Wiliams Animal Center, 3201 Division St.

Ad space donated by The Knoxville Focus.

O u r  d a d 
passed away in 
1965. For the 
last 58 years, Jim 
and I have been 
without a father. 
No, we don’t 
whine about it, 
nor have we ever 
used it as an 
excuse for mis-
behavior or bad 
decisions. Still, that’s a 
long time ago, and I some-
times fret that I don’t 
remember him correct-
ly. I hope I never have a 
second that I can’t recall 
his image or his way of 
doing things.

I’ve come to one con-
clusion my dad didn’t 
have such a good life. 
He quit school after the 
sixth grade to go to work 
to help with the family. I’m 
not sure what my grand-
parents did to contribute 
to the household income. 
At some point, my grand-
father worked as a janitor 
at the same plant where 
Daddy worked. The man 
died when Jim and I were 
5, and from what vague 
memories I have of him 
and the stories I’ve been 
told, he seems to have 
lacked the moral courage 
to make him a better man.

Dal Rector never had a 

childhood. He 
was too busy 
working to help 
his family get 
by. He was a 
D e p r e s s i o n 
child and knew 
what going with-
out was like. He 
never played 
ball, shot bas-
kets or hung 

out with friends. Nope, 
Daddy had to work. He 
worried about his parents 
and brother and sister; my 
grandmother told me once 
that the man worried all 
his life and told her that he 
would die at an early age.

Daddy joined the army 
at some point in his life. 
He wasn’t a “boots on 
the ground” type of man. 
Instead, he was assigned 
to the mess hall and 
served as a cook. The 
story isn’t a glorious one 
in comparison to the ones 
told by soldiers returning 
from World War II. Yet, 
he would tell us that his 
job led to special things. 
The staff would cook 
and serve the soldiers 
that came through. Then, 
they’d go to the back, cook 
up steaks, and eat like 
kings. That sounds like a 
good deal to me.

He and mother built a 

house in the 1940s. After 
work, they traveled to the 
country where the land 
was located. Together, 
they made the blocks for 
the entire house. People 
stay exhausted after a 
day’s work; my parents 
worked their shifts and 
then spent hours in con-
struction labor.

Money was tight in our 
family, especially when 
Mother and Daddy didn’t 
know twins were on the 
way until we arrived. I 
remember Daddy and a 
green coffee cup and an 
ashtray beside him at the 
kitchen table. He took out 
a small notebook he kept 
in his pocket and “figured.” 
For a man with no formal 
education, he could plan 
a budget to make sure 
everything was paid each 
month. I’ll never know how 
my parents could pay the 
bills and then find a way 
to buy orthopedic shoes 
for Jim and me and pay for 
braces to push my teeth 
back into my mouth.

Daddy went on one 
vacation with us to 
Florida. The rest of the 
time, he stayed at home 
and worked when we took 
off for our annual week in 
the Smoky Mountains.

The man was too seri-
ous. His eyes usual-
ly had a sad look as if 
he were carrying the 
weight of the world on 
his shoulders. After one 
doctor told him he had 

allergies and a stomach 
problem that kept him 
sick, Mother sought the 
opinion of another phy-
sician. He immediately 
declared that Daddy suf-
fered from terminal lung 
cancer. The last year and 
a half of his life was one 
of pain and misery and 
worry. He wanted to make 
sure his family would be 
okay after he was gone.

The answer was that we 
weren’t fine, but we did 
survive. Life was doubly 
hard on Mother. She had 
double duty with teaching 
and taking care of us, and 
she also had a couple of 
more years of school at 
night and in the summer 
to finish her degree.

He only sometimes 
looked happy, and when 
he did, his green eyes 
twinkled, and a small 
smile appeared. I hope 
that my dad found some 
peace and happiness 
in the next life. He and 
mother might have time 
to just enjoy being now. 
I’d like for him to have 
been around longer so I 
could have known him 
better. One of these days, 
I’ll meet him again, and 
we can make up for lost 
time in a place where time 
doesn’t exist. I’m in no 
hurry to go because I love 
being with my family, but I 
won’t fear the time when 
leaving arrives. Those 
whom I love will be ready 
to greet me.

By Ralphine Major
ralphine3@yahoo.com

They came to America 
to have religious freedom. 
I wonder what the Pilgrims 
would think of America 
today. Freedom of speech, 
freedom of religion, and so 
many other freedoms are 
the very values on which 
America was founded. 
Sadly, 2023 brings much 
unrest, hatred and politi-
cal divide in our country. 
Wars rage in foreign lands. 
News reports are filled with 
words such as ceasefire, 
death and destruction. It is 
difficult to unsee images of 
structures that were once 
homes bubbling with life 
and laughter in the land of 
an American ally.

The long-awaited fall 
season has brought us to 
November. Thoughts of 
pumpkin pie, turkey and all 
the trimmings, fellowship 
and thanksgiving are in the 
air. It is likely that thank-
fulness for our freedoms 

will take on a new mean-
ing for many of us this year. 
As your loved ones come 
together to celebrate this 
treasured national holiday, 
may prayers for peace, har-
mony, and love be included 
along with prayers of thank-
fulness. We have much to 
be thankful for — our faith 
and our family; homes, 
schools, and churches; 
food, clothing, and shelter; 
and above all, our Creator 
and Saviour. The Lord of mir-
acles who parted the Red 
Sea is still the living God we 
worship today. Have a safe, 
memorable, and blessed 
Thanksgiving!

Words of Faith: “Be care-
ful for nothing; but in every 
thing by prayer and suppli-
cation with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made 
known unto God. And the 
peace of God, which pass-
eth all understanding, shall 
keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus.” 
Philippians 4:6-7 (KJV).

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The field of candidates for 
Knox County offices continues 
to grow as people pick up peti-
tions before the December 14 
qualifying deadline. Next year’s 
elections involve local, state and 
national primaries and general 
elections in all categories.

So far, as of last Thursday, 
31 people have petitions; 
most of those for Knox County 
Commission seats. Judge Hector 
Sanchez is the only candidate 
with a petition for Criminal Court 
Judge Division II, District 6, so far.

So far only past Republican 
Party Chairman Daniel Herrera 

is the only one with a petition 
to challenge incumbent Knox 
County Law Director David Buuck.

John Whitehead is term-lim-
ited as property assessor and 
that seat is being sought by 
Republicans Phil Ballard and 
Jackie Raley.

Six people have petitions for 
school board seats for Districts 
3, 5 and 8. 

The race for seven of the 
eleven seats on the Knox County 
Commission thus far is draw-
ing much of the attention. Some 
current commissioners are term-
limited and two others are not 
seeking re-election.

Commission District 1: Dr. Dasha 
Lundy is not seeking re-election 

and people with petitions for 
that seat include Democrats 
Evelyn Gill and Damon L. Rawls. 
Charles Frazier has a petition as 
a Republican.

C ommis sion D is t r ic t  2: 
Incumbent and former com-
mission Chairwoman Courtney 
Durrett has a petition for the 
Democratic Primary and Ethan 
Grantham has one as an 
Independent.

Commission District 4: Current 
Commissioner Kyle Ward is not 
seeking re-election for that seat. 
Republican Garrett Holt and 
Democrat Shane Jackson have 
petitions to replace Ward.

C o m m i s s i o n  D i s t r i c t 
5:  C ommis s ioner  John 

Schoonmaker is term-limited 
and four people have petitions 
for his seat. Those include three 
Republicans: Angela Russell, 
Dale Skidmore and Brian Walker. 
S. Arthur Moore has a petition as 
a Democrat.

Commission District 6: Current 
Commission Chair Terry Hill has 
a Republican petition along with 
fellow Republican Julie McBee-
Fritts. Daniel Edward Greene has 
a petition for that Democratic 
primary.

C ommis sion D is t r ic t  8: 
Commissioner Richie Beeler 
is term-limited and fellow 
Republican D.J. Corcoran has 
a petition. Democrat Charles V. 
Chandler also has a petition.

Commission District 9: Term-
limited in that district is 
Commissioner Carson Dailey. 
Five people have picked up peti-
tions including Republicans Andy 
Fox and Barry Neal.  Mathew Park 
has a petition as a Democrat and 
Stacy Smith has a petition as a 
Republican and an Independent.

Board of Education: In the pri-
mary for school board, Angie 
Goethert, a Republican, has 
a petition for the District 93 
seat. District 5 has three candi-
dates so far: Republicans Renee 
Jackson and Lauren Morgan and 
Democrat Terrye Whitaker.

District 8 has two Republican 
petition holders: Tommy Lakins 
and Travis Wright.

Field growing for 2024 local elections

United States Still has 
Reason to Give Thanks

Sunlight filtering through the American flag at historic 
Fort Sumter, South Carolin. Photo by James Acuff.
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Pages from the Past

By Ray Hill
rayhill865@gmail.com

John E. Miles of New Mexico

For 60 years, John E. 
Miles was a fixture of New 
Mexico’s political scene.  
Miles held numerous 
elected and appointed 
positions throughout 
his life and lived long 
enough to become a 
senior statesman of New 
Mexico’s Democratic Party.  
Throughout his political 
life, Miles was a strong 
adherent of party unity and 
loyalty.   A man who was 
criticized by his enemies 
for being slow to act, his 
friends insisted he was a 
person who thought long 
and hard about what was 
the right course. 

John Esten Miles was a 
native of Tennessee, having 
been born in Murfreesboro 
on July 28, 1884.   Miles 
lived in Tennessee until he 
was 17 years old when he 
set out for Texas where he 
farmed for a living.   Miles 
never finished high school 
and, as a result of his 
lack of formal education, 
highly prized learning.  
Miles married Susie Wade 
while living in Oklahoma, 
who was a member of the 
Choctaw Indian Nation.  
Eventually, John and 
Susie Miles settled in New 
Mexico.   John and Susie 
Miles were the parents of 
seven children, but their 
union was dissolved when 
they divorced.   A later 
second marriage also 
failed.

Miles became interested 
in politics and ran for public 
office for the first time at 
age 32.   Defeated in his 
first bid for Quay County 
Commissioner, years later 
John Miles said, “If you 
can’t take defeat, then you 
shouldn’t get into politics 
in the first place.”   Four 
years later Miles set his 
sights on the assessor’s 
office and won. 

Governor Ar thur T. 
Hannett appointed Miles as 
secretary of New Mexico’s 
State Tax Commission.  
Miles also became a 
newspaper publisher, 
owning the Las Vegas, New 
Mexico Independent and 
the New Mexico Democrat 
in Santa Fe. 

John E. Miles became 
chairman of New Mexico’s 
Democratic Party and 
managed the successful 
campaigns of Clyde 
Tingley, who was elected 
governor in 1934 and 
reelected in 1936.  Tingley 
and Miles fell out in 1937 
when the governor sought 
to overturn the two-term 
limit imposed upon New 
Mexico’s chief executive 
officer.   Miles was the 
favorite that year as 
Democrats contemplated 
their state convention to 
nominate a successor to 
Clyde Tingley.  The governor 
called the legislature 
back into special session 
to pass a direct primary 
law.  It was an attempt by 
Governor Tingley to derail 
Miles’ ambition to succeed 
him.  The primary law was 
enacted by the legislature, 
but the majority was not 
large enough to make the 
law effective immediately.  
As expected, John Miles 

won the Democratic 
nomination for governor 
and beat GOP nominee 
Albert K. Mitchell in the 
general election. 

Miles won a second two-
year term as governor of 
New Mexico in 1940.  John 
E. Miles was term-limited 
and went out of office in 
1942.  While it is unusual 
for a politician, especially 
one elected to statewide 
office, to run again for a 
lesser office, it is hardly 
unknown.   Clyde Tingley 
had left the governor’s 
mansion and ran for his 
old post as chairman 
of the Albuquerque City 
Commission and served 
from 1940 to 1953.  John 
E. Miles decided to run for 
New Mexico Commissioner 
of Public Lands, a statewide 
elected office.  In fact, the 
race for commissioner of 
public lands in 1944 was a 
battle between two former 
governors as Richard C. 
Dillon was the Republican 
nominee.   Dillon had 
served two terms as 
governor from 1927-1931.  
The race between the two 
former governors was 
close, with Miles winning 
by just over 4,000 votes 
in a year when President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt was 
carrying the state easily.  
The contest between the 
two former governors was 
one of the closest on the 
statewide ballot that year.

New Mexico’s politics 
had always been a bare-
knuckled af fair and 
Democrats frequently 
fought fierce battles 
inside the primary.   In 
a state with a small 
population, successful 
candidates knew a host of 
people.   There were also 
personal rivalries inside 
the Democratic Party 
in New Mexico like that 
of John J. Dempsey and 
Dennis Chavez.  Dempsey, 
a former congressman and 
governor from 1943-1947, 
challenged Chavez in the 
Democratic primary for 
the United States Senate 
in 1940 and 1946. 

Miles was a candidate 
for  ree lec t ion  as 
commissioner of public 
lands in 1946.   Miles 
had near- univer s al 
name recognition in New 
Mexico and ran his usual 
frenetic campaign.   1946 
was a difficult year for 
Democratic candidates as 
voters were dissatisfied 
with several things and 
tired of the deprivations 
induced by the Second 
World War.   Miles eked 
out an even more narrow 
victory over his Republican 
opponent in the general 
election, winning by just 
over 2,000 votes. 

New Mexico had become 
increasingly Democratic 
due to a heavy migration 
of people from Texas.  
Some Republicans began 
to grumble New Mexico 
was becoming part of the 
South. 

Georgia Lusk had been 
the elected superintendent 
of schools, a statewide 
office, in New Mexico four 
times, demonstrating 

her popularity with New 
Mexicans.   In 1946, 
Georgia Lee Lusk won a 
seat in the U. S. House 
of  Representat ives.  
1948 dawned with 
intense speculation that 
former Governor and 
Commissioner of Public 
Lands John E. Miles was 
running for Congress 
against Mrs. Lusk.  At the 
time, both of New Mexico’s 
two congressmen were 
nominated and elected 
at-large, meaning both ran 
statewide.  The incumbent 
congressmen from New 
Mexico in 1948 were 
Antonio “Tony” Fernandez 
and Georgia Lusk.  By the 
beginning of the year, it 
appeared no less than nine 
other Democrats coveted a 
seat in Congress, including 
former Governor John E. 
Miles.

Mi le s  made his 
congressional bid official 
on April 1, 1948, when 
he announced he was 
running for the Democratic 
nomination.  “I feel that my 
long experience as a public 
official will be valuable to 
the people of New Mexico 
in the congress,” Miles 
said.

“As secretary of the 
state tax commission, 
as governor, as member 
of the old conservation 
commission and as 
land commissioner, I 
have gained a broad 
background concerning 
our state,” Miles declared.  
At the time, Miles was the 
fifth person to officially 
announce a campaign for 
Congress as a Democrat.

John E. Miles ran first in 
the crowded Democratic 
primary with Congressman 
Antonio Fernandez more 
than 2,000 votes behind 
to claim second place.  
Congresswoman Georgia 
Lee Lusk’s brief career in 
the House was over when 
she ran third. 

1948 was as good a year 
for Democrats as 1946 
had been for Republicans 
and the entire ticket swept 
New Mexico.  Once again, 
John Miles led the ticket 
in the general election 
as he and Fernandez 
soundly defeated the GOP 
nominees. 

Miles could very likely 
have remained in Congress 
as long as he wished but 

instead left his seat in 
the House to run once 
again for governor.   John 
Miles faced three other 
credible candidates for the 
Democratic nomination, 
including David Chavez, 
brother of New Mexico’s 
senior United States 
Senator Dennis Chavez.  
Miles won the Democratic 
nomination, albeit with only 
a plurality.   David Chavez 
had surrendered a federal 
judgeship to make the 
run for the gubernatorial 
nomination and it had been 
a bitter campaign.   Both 
Chavez and his brother, 
Senator Dennis Chavez, 
pledged their support of 
the Democratic ticket in 
the fall campaign, but the 
wounds inflicted during 
the primary never entirely 
healed.

In the general election, 
Miles faced Edwin L. 
Mechem, who would go 
on to become the most 
successful GOP candidate 
in the Land of Enchantment 
for two decades.   The 
nephew of Merrit Mechem, 
who had served a term as 
governor of New Mexico, 
Ed Mechem had been an 
FBI agent before winning 
election to the New Mexico 
House of Representatives 
in 1946.   Few observers 
gave Mechem much 
of a chance of winning 
against the veteran 
campaigner John Miles 
when the gubernatorial 
election began.   The last 
Republican to be elected 
governor of New Mexico 
had been Richard Dillon in 
1928. 

Ed Mechem proved 
to be an adept and 
aggressive candidate with 
a knack for campaigning, 
which seemed to take 
Democrats, including 
John Miles, by surprise.  
Mechem lambasted the 
previous gubernatorial 
administration headed by 
John E. Miles as well as 
others.   Miles snapped, 
“When the chips are down, 
it becomes apparent the 
Republicans have nothing 
to offer the people of New 
Mexico.   The Democrats, 
on the other hand, do have 
something to offer and it is 
a progressive program that 
has proven during the past 
20 years to be good for the 
entire state.” 

Ed Mechem fired back 
that the principles of 
Thomas Jefferson and 
Andrew Jackson “mean 
nothing to the men 
in charge of the state 
machine.”   

New Mexico’s Young 
Republicans weaponized 
the very words of the 
Democrats used during 
the primary campaigns 
in the general election.  
The Young Republicans 
turned the accusations 
and denunciations into 
radio spots.   Radio ads 
featuring Senator Dennis 
Chavez or his brother 
David hitting John Miles 
proved to be very effective 
in the campaign.   “The 
political manipulation of 
Charles Rose, state school 
superintendent, and John 
Miles make it evident that 
the election of Rose was a 
mistake and the election 
of John Miles would be a 
tragic error for our school 
children,” David Chavez’s 
voice cried in one ad.  
Another featured Senator 
Chavez saying, “I hope 
New Mexico’s good people 
will blast to perdition the 
political dynasty that rules 
New Mexico today.”

On Elect ion Day, 
the two decades New 
Mexico’s Democratic 
Party had dominated the 
Land of Enchantment 
ended.   Ed Mechem won 
a comfortable majority 
over John Miles.   The 
rebuke of Miles was more 
personal, as the rest of the 
Democratic ticket won, but 
the defeat did reinstitute 
New Mexico being a two-
party state.

Miles made his final 
bid for public office in 
1956, seeking to return 
to the commissioner 
of public lands’ office.  
The former governor 
only narrowly lost the 
Democratic nomination, 
the first statewide defeat 
he had suffered inside 
the Democratic primary.  

It marked the end of the 
71-year-old John Miles’ 
career as a candidate. 

For the remainder of 
his long life, John Esten 
Miles continued to appear 
at Democratic events and 
assumed the status of 
an elder statesman.   The 
former governor counseled 
prospective candidates for 
any number of offices with 
his intimate knowledge 
of New Mexico and her 
people.   Miles became 
an invaluable resource to 
younger generations.

John E. Miles celebrated 
his 87th birthday in July 
of 1971 and the former 
governor was honored 
as one of the Land of 
Enchantment’s statesmen.  
Governor Bruce King issued 
a proclamation making 
it “John E. Miles Day” in 
New Mexico.  Albuquerque 
television station WNME 
aired an hour-long program 
honoring the life and career 
of the former governor.  
The television program 
was originally intended 
to be a half hour, but so 
many friends of the former 
governor clamored to say 
a kind word about Miles 
that the producer had to 
expand it to a full hour.  
Just over two months later, 
John E. Miles died.   Miles 
had ruefully concluded 
he could no longer live by 
himself as he had for the 
last two decades of his 
life.   For a brief time, the 
former governor lived with 
one of his daughters but 
eventually went to live at 
the Four Seasons Nursing 
Home.

By the time he died, 
John Esten Miles had not 
only become an elder 
statesman but was known 
throughout New Mexico as 
“Mr. Democrat.”   Funeral 
services for John Miles 
were held in the rotunda of 
New Mexico’s State Capitol.  
The former governor was 
eulogized by the Reverend 
Monroe Miles, a half-
brother, as a man who 
didn’t even know how to 
quit; a man whose most 
prominent characteristic 
was his iron-clad loyalty to 
his friends, political party 
and state.   Five former 
governors gathered to pay 
their last respects to John 
Miles, along with people of 
every class, for Miles had 
friends everywhere.   The 
casket holding the former 
governor’s mortal remains 
was carried to its final rest 
by eight of John Miles’ 
grandsons. 

The  A lbuquerque 
Journal published an 
editorial remembering 
“Johnny” Miles as one 
who had emerged from 
the darkness of political 
defeat to become revered 
as an elder statesman 
outside of public office and 
the Grand Old Man of New 
Mexico’s Democratic Party.

One couldn’t have a 
better epitaph.

© 2023 Ray Hill

will take on a new mean-
ing for many of us this year. 
As your loved ones come 
together to celebrate this 
treasured national holiday, 
may prayers for peace, har-
mony, and love be included 
along with prayers of thank-
fulness. We have much to 
be thankful for — our faith 
and our family; homes, 
schools, and churches; 
food, clothing, and shelter; 
and above all, our Creator 
and Saviour. The Lord of mir-
acles who parted the Red 
Sea is still the living God we 
worship today. Have a safe, 
memorable, and blessed 
Thanksgiving!

Words of Faith: “Be care-
ful for nothing; but in every 
thing by prayer and suppli-
cation with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made 
known unto God. And the 
peace of God, which pass-
eth all understanding, shall 
keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus.” 
Philippians 4:6-7 (KJV).

FROM THE AUTHOR’S PERSONAL COLLECTION

Autographed portrait of Governor John E. Miles of New Mexico.
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LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES
COURT 

NOTICES
NON-RESIDENT 

NOTICE
TO: DAWN FLATFORD AND LYNN FLATFORD

IN RE: WILSON & ASSOCIATES, PLLC, 
SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE v. DAWN 
FLATFORD AND LYNN FLATFORD

NO.  206438-1

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX COUN-
TY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant DAWN 
FLATFORD AND LYNN FLATFORD, a non-resident 
of the State of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts 
cannot be ascertained upon diligent search and 
inquiry, so that the ordinary process of law can-
not be served upon DAWN FLATFORD AND LYNN 
FLATFORD, it is ordered that said defendant, 
DAWN FLATFORD AND LYNN FLATFORD, file an 
answer with the Clerk and Master of the Chancery 
Court at Knoxville, Tennessee and with H. KEITH 
MORRISON, an Attorney whose address is ONE 
EAST CENTER STREET, SUITE 310 FAYETTE-
VILLE, ARKANSAS 72701 within thirty (30) days 
of the last date of publication or a judgment by 
default will be taken against you and the cause 
will be set for hearing Ex-Parte as to you before 
Chancellor John F. Weaver at the Knox County 
Chancery Court, Division I, 400 Main Street, 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902. This notice will be 
published in a The Knoxville Focus Newspaper for 
four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 16th day of OCTOBER, 2023.

J Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO: ANGELA DENISE SELLS
IN RE: SAMI SAMER RAWASHDEH 

VS. ANGELA DENISE SELLS
NO. 207629-1

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX COUN-
TY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant AN-
GELA DENISE SELLS, a non-resident of the State 
of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts cannot be 
ascertained upon diligent search and inquiry, so 
that the ordinary process of law cannot be served 
upon ANGELS DENISE SELLS, it is ordered that 
said defendant, ANGELA DENISE SELLS, file an 
answer with the Clerk and Master of the Chancery 
Court at Knoxville, Tennessee and with ZACHARY 
TOLBERT, an Attorney whose address is 7220 
WELLINGTON DR, KNOXVILLE, TN 37919, within 
thirty (30) days of the last date of publication or 
a judgment by default will be taken against you 
and the cause will be set for hearing Ex-Parte as 
to you before Chancellor JOHN  F. WEAVER at the 
Knox County Chancery Court, Division I, 400 Main 
Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902. This notice 
will be published in a The Knoxville Focus Newspa-
per for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 16 day of OCTOBER, 2023.

J Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO: MICHAEL HAVEARD
IN RE: BRYAN ANDREW BYRD 

v. MICHAEL HAVEARD
NO.  207412-3

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX COUN-
TY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant MI-
CHAEL HAVEARD, a non-resident of the State of 
Tennessee, or whose whereabouts cannot be as-
certained upon diligent search and inquiry, so that 
the ordinary process of law cannot be served upon 
MICHAEL HAVEARD, it is ordered that said defen-
dant, MICHAEL HAVEARD, file an answer with 
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court at 
Knoxville, Tennessee and with JORDAN T. NEW-
PORT, an Attorney whose address is 900 S. GAY 
ST., SUITE 2100 KNOXVILLE, TN 37902 within 
thirty (30) days of the last date of publication or a 
judgment by default will be taken against you and 
the cause will be set for hearing Ex-Parte as to 
you before Chancellor Christopher D. Heagerty at 
the Knox County Chancery Court, Division III, 400 
Main Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902. This 
notice will be published in a The Knoxville Focus 
Newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 24th day of OCTOBER, 2023.

J Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO:  TOM HUMPHREY, LARRY SPENCER,	
ERIC SPENCER, and CHRISTOPHER 

SPENCER, and all persons unknown, 
claiming any legal or equitable right, 
title, estate, lien, or interest in the 

property described in the complaint.

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF THOMAS 
BENJAMIN FOSTER

vs.

THE TESTATE AND INTESTATE 
SUCCESSORS OF LILLIE JANE HUMPHREY, 

BEING JACQUELYN HUMPHREY AULT, 
CYNTHIA HUMPHREY EASTER, TIMOTHY 

HUMPHREY, TOM HUMPHREY, LARRY 
SPENCER, ERIC SPENCER, CHRISTOPHER 
SPENCER, AND ALL PERSONS UNKNOWN, 

CLAIMING ANY LEGAL OR EQUITABLE RIGHT, 
TITLE, ESTATE, LIEN, OR INTEREST IN THE 

PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN THE COMPLAINT.

NO.  207084-2

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX COUN-
TY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant TOM 
HUMPHREY, LARRY SPENCER, ERIC SPENCER, 
and CHRISTOPHER SPENCER, and all persons un-
known, claiming any legal or equitable right, title, 
estate, lien, or interest in the property described 
in the complaint, a non resident of the State of 
Tennessee, or whose whereabouts cannot be 
ascertained upon diligent search and inquiry, so 
that the ordinary process of law cannot be served 
upon , TOM HUMPHREY, LARRY SPENCER, ERIC 
SPENCER, and CHRISTOPHER SPENCER, and all 
persons unknown, claiming any legal or equitable 
right, title, estate, lien, or interest in the property 
described in the complaint is ordered that said 
defendant, ! file an answer with the Clerk and 
Master of the Chancery  Court at Knoxville, Ten-
nessee and with KARA L. STEVENS, an Attorney 
whose address is 9724 KINGSTON PIKE, SUITE 
1200 KNOXVILLE, TN 37922 within thirty (30) 

days of the last date of publication or a judgment 
by default will be taken against you and the cause 
will be set for hearing Ex-Parte as to you before 
Chancellor Richard B Armstrong at the Knox Coun-
ty Chancery Court, Division II, 400 Main Street, 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902. This notice will be 
published in The Knoxville Focus Newspaper for 
four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 31st day of OCTOBER, 2023.

J Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

ORDER FOR SERVICE 
BY PUBLICATION

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR 
UNION COUNTY, TENNESSEE

IN RE:  THE ADOPTION OF 
HUDSON LEVI EMERT

Date of Birth:  12/06/2016
Social Security No. (Under Seal)

Docket No. 7445

BY:   KRISTY WOOD, Maternal Aunt
Petitioners

v.
BRITTIA BROOKE EMERT

Putative Biological Mother and
UNKNOWN FATHER,

Co-Petitioner/Respondent

ORDER FOR SERVICE BY PUBLICATION
This case is before the Court on Petitioners’ 

Motion for Service by Publication pursuant to 
T.C.A. § 21-1-203 and T.C.A. § 21-1-204. The 
Motion is well taken and should be granted. 

Accordingly, it is ORDERED that publication of 
this ORDER shall be made for four (4) consecutive 
weeks in The Knoxville Focus, which is a news-
paper published at least weekly in Knox County, 
Tennessee, and that the Respondent, JOHN DOE 
(Unknown Father), be given notice therein that 
he is hereby REQUIRED to answer or otherwise 
respond to the Petition filed in this case within 
thirty (30) days from the date of the fourth (4th) 
weekly publication of this Order; and that should 
the Respondent fail then he shall be deemed to 
have received actual notice hereof and default 
may be taken against him at a hearing for the ter-
mination of his parental rights and the adoption of 
said child in the Chancery Court for Union County, 
Tennessee on January 17th, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. in 
the Union County Courthouse, 901 Main Street, 
Maynardville, Tennessee.    	

Enter this the 8 day of Nov, 2023.

Hon. Elizabeth C. Asbury

EVAN M. NEWMAN, BPR# 035269
Attorney for Petitioners

P.O. Box 6
Rutledge, Tennessee 37861

Ph.: (865) 828-3111
enewman@daniel-law.co

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JERRY W. BINKLEY
DOCKET NUMBER 88554-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 26 day of 
OCTOBER, 2023, Letters Testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of JERRY W. BINKLEY, who died on 
August 24, 2023, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee.  All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the Estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 26 day of OCTOBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF JERRY W. BINKLEY 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ELAINE M. BINKLEY, EXECUTOR 

839 CINDERELLA CT.
DECATUR, GA 30033

KEVIN A. DEAN, ATTORNEY
550 WEST MAIN STREET, SUITE 500

KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF HARLEN L BREEDEN 
DOCKET NUMBER 88562-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 20 day of 
OCTOBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of HARLEN L BREEDEN who died 
Jul 30, 2023, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 20 day of OCTOBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF HARLEN L BREEDEN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
JASON BREEDEN; EXECUTOR

140 WALLER AVENUE 
MARYVILLE, TN. 37803

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BRENDA L. SCOTT CLONINGER 
DOCKET NUMBER 88178-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 1 day of NO-
VEMBER, 2023, Probate Letters of Testamentary, 
in respect to the estate of BRENDA L. SCOTT 
CLONINGER, Deceased, who died on November 
20, 2022, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
Decedent’s estate, are required to file such claims 
with the Clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the date prescribed in (1) or 
(2) below, otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the Notice to Creditors, 
if the creditor received the copy of the Notice to 
Creditors less than sixty (60) days prior to the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of first publi-
cation as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 1 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF BRENDA L SCOTT CLONINGER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JULIA CLONINGER

7235 NICHOLS ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37920

JOHN NOLAN SHARBEL, ATTORNEY 
 9111 CROSS PARK DRIVE

BLDG. D, SUITE 200 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37923

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOAN TERESA DILELLO 
DOCKET NUMBER 88565-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 20 day of 
OCTOBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of JOAN TERESA DILELLO who died 
Jan 2, 2023, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 20 day of OCTOBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF JOAN TERESA DILELLO

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
RUSSELL VAN PATTEN; EXECUTOR 

10731 BALD CYPRESS LANE 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37922

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF EVELYN DIANA 
SMITH FLAHERTY

DOCKET NUMBER 88589-1
Notice is hereby given that on the 25 day 

of OCTOBER, 2023, Letters Testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of EVELYN DIANA SMITH 
FLAHERTY, who died on October 10, 2023, were 
issued to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against the Estate are re-
quired to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 25 day of OCTOBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF EVELYN DIANA 
SMITH FLAHERTY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
RICHARD DELMAS BREEZY 

WYNN, EXECUTOR 
2742 KINGSTON PIKE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

RICHARD T. SCROGHAM, JR., ATTORNEY 
550 WEST MAIN STREET, SUITE 500

KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JAMES HENRY HAWKINS, JR.
DOCKET NUMBER 88592-1 

Notice is hereby given that on the 25 day of 
OCTOBER, 2023, Letters of Administration in re-
spect of the Estate of JAMES HENRY HAWKINS, 
JR. who died August 7, 2023 were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate Di-
vision, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required to 
file the same with the clerk of the above-named 
court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 25 day of OCTOBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF JAMES HENRY HAWKINS, JR. 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
AUDREY ANITA JACKSON; 

ADMINISTRATOR

ROBERT W. WILKINSON, ATTORNEY
CHRISTY WHITE, ATTORNEY

P.O. BOX 4415
OAK RIDGE, TN 37831

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ADAM HAYES
DOCKET NUMBER 88633-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 1 day of 
NOVEMBER,	 2023, letters testamentary (or 
letters of administration as the case may be) in 
respect of the Estate of ADAM HAYES who died 

January 15, 2023 were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above- named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B)Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 1 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF ADAM HAYES

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DR. WILLIAM HAYES, JR. 

1148 E. NOKOMIS CIR. 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

FELICIA F. COALSON ATTORNEY
900 S. GAY ST. SUITE 800

KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BRENDA BAILEY KISABETH 
DOCKET NUMBER 88617-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 24 day of 
OCTOBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of BRENDA BAILEY KISABETH who 
died Sep 8, 2023, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against his or her estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(Bl Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 24 day of OCTOBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF BRENDA BAILEY KISABETH

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
 KATHERINE KISABETH 

BOCKMANN; EXECUTRIX
550 FARRAGUT COMMONS DRIVE 

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37934

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARY BETH (ELIZABETH) LEWIS 
DOCKET NUMBER 88595-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 20 day of 
October 2023, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of MARY BETH (ELIZABETH) LEWIS 
who died Jul 5, 2023, were issued the under-
signed by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery 
Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, res-
ident and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 20 day of October, 2023.
 
ESTATE OF MARY BETH (ELIZABETH) LEWIS 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
PATRICIA ELAINE RUTHERFORD; 

ADMINISTRATRIX 
7622 MORRIS ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37938

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ALEKSANDRA B LIPECKI 
DOCKET NUMBER 88568-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 20 day of 
OCTOBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of ALEKSANDRA B LIPECKI who 
died Aug 6, 2023, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or un-
matured, against his or her estate are required to 
file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 20 day of OCTOBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF ALEKSANDRA B LIPECKI

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
YVONNE L HOSEY; EXECUTRIX 

7250 RUGGLES FERRY PIKE
 KNOXVILLE, TN. 37924

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LEONARD N. LUTTRELL, JR.
DOCKET NUMBER 88619-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 1 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary (or let-
ters of administration as the case may be) in 
respect of the Estate of LEONARD N. LUTTRELL, 
JR. who died January 30, 2023 were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 

Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required to 
file the same with the clerk of the above-named 
court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that the four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 1 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF LEONARD N. LUTTRELL, JR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
BRANDON L LUTTRELL

1122 WOODDALE CHURCH ROAD
STRAWBERRY PLAINS, TN 37871

BEN T. NORRIS, ATTORNEY 
P.O. BOX 397

STRAWBERRY PLAINS, TN 37871

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ANTHONY LYNN DUNLAP
 DOCKET NUMBER 88513-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 1 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary (or let-
ters of administration as the case may be) in 
respect of the Estate of ANTHONY LYNN DUN-
LAP who died August 27, 2023 were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required to 
file the same with the clerk of the above-named 
court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that the four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 1 day of NOVEMBER, 2023. 

ESTATE OF ANTHONY LYNN DUNLAP

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE
MIKA LEANN BURNS

2107 STRAWBERRY DRIVE 
NEW MARKET, TN 37820

BEN T. NORRIS ATTORNEY 
P.O. BOX 397

STRAWBERRY PLAINS, TN 37871

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MICHAEL DAVID MAY, JR. 
DOCKET NUMBER 88577-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 20 day of 
October 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of MICHAEL DAVID MAY, JR. who 
died Sep 15, 2023, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or un-
matured, against his or her estate are required to 
file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 20 day of October, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF MICHAEL DAVID MAY, JR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
CRISTY MELINDA HIRSCH; EXECUTRIX 

2711 KEITH AVENUE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37921

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PATRICIA A MOORE 
DOCKET NUMBER 88584-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 23 day of 
OCTOBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of PATRICIA A MOORE who died 
May 16, 2023, were issued the undersigned by 
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or un-
matured, against his or her estate are required to 
file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 23 day of OCTOBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF PATRICIA A MOORE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
SHARON L MOORE; EXECUTRIX 

4309 SAN JUAN LANE 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37914

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CATHERINE MERRELL PALMER
DOCKETS NUMBER 88418-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 1 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary (or 

letters of administration as the case may be) in 
respect of the Estate of CATHERINE MERRELL 
PALMER who died MARCH 13, 2023 were is-
sued to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or u11i’I1atured, against the es-
tate are required to file the same with the clerk 
of the above-named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise 
t11eir claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This is the day 1 of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF CATHERINE MERRELL PALMER 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
NORMA LEA DANIEL 

8344 HARBOR COVE DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37938

M. SAMANTHA PARRIS ATTORNEY 
2908 TAZEWELL PIKE, SUITE G 

KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF TRACY DENISE REED 
DOCKET NUMBER 88571-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 20 day 
of OCTOBER 2023, letters administration in re-
spect of the Estate of TRACY DENISE REED who 
died Aug 6, 2023, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or un-
matured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of 
the above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 20 day of OCTOBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF TRACY DENISE REED

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
FELICIA A LASTER; EXECUTRIX 

2112 MOSAIC LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37924

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DANIEL FRANCIS SISTO
DOCKET NUMBER 88608-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 30 day 
of OCTOBER, 2023, letters testamentary (or 
letters of administration as the case may be) 
in respect of the Estate of DANIEL FRANCIS 
SISTO who died on August 23, 2023 were is-
sued to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the abovenamed court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 30 day of OCTOBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF DANIEL FRANCIS SISTO 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DANIELLE MARIE SISTO 
512 RIVERFRONT WAY
KNOXVILLE, TN 37915

MATTHEW T. MCDONALD, ATTORNEY
116 AGNES ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JANET KITTRELL SMALLMAN
DOCKET NUMBER 88599-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 27 day 
of OCTOBER, 2023, Letters Testamentary 
in respect of the Estate of JANET KITTRELL 
SMALLMAN, who died on October 8, 2023, were 
issued to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the Estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 27 day of OCTOBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF JANET KITTRELL SMALLMAN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JOSEPH D. SMALLMAN 

504 STONE PONY LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

KEVIN A. DEAN, ATTORNEY
550 WEST MAIN STREET, SUITE 500

KNOXVILLE, TN 37902
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NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DERITA MILLER (NANCY) STEELE 
DOCKET NYMBER 88560-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 27 day of 
OCTOBER, 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of DERITA MILLER (NANCY) STEELE 
who died September 8, 2023 were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate Divi-
sion, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resi-
dent and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the clerk of the above-named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in 
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

 This the 27 day of OCTOBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF DERITA MILLER (NANCY) STEELE 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
AMY HAMBY-SCOTT

2309 MACINTOSH CIRCLE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37932

MELISSA BULLOCK
409 WOODLAND DRIVE

CLINTON, TN 37716

ROBERT W. WILKINSON ATTORNEY
CHRISTY WHITE ATTORNEY

P.O. BOX 4415
OAK RIDGE, TN 37831

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF TERESA MARIE 
STENSON-GEORGE 

DOCKET NUMBER 88574-1
Notice is hereby given that on the 20 day of 

October 2023, letters administration in respect of 
the Estate of TERESA MARIE STENSON-GEORGE 
who died Jun 16, 2023, were issued the under-
signed by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery 
Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, res-
ident and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 20 day of October, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF TERESA MARIE 
STENSON-GEORGE 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TAMIYA H STENSON; ADMINISTRATRIX 

2860 LINDEN AVENUE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37914

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF RODERICK E. STONE
DOCKET NUMBER 88609-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 27 day 
of OCTOBER, 2023, letters of administration in 
respect of the Estate of RODERICK E. STONE 
who died October 2, 2023 were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate Di-
vision, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required to 
file the same with the clerk of the above-named 
court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 27 day of OCTOBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF RODERICK E, STONE 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
HAL E. WATTS, ATTORNEY

P.O. BOX 85 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF THOMAS R TUCKER
DOCKET NUMBER 88587-2

Notice is hereby given that on the day 27 of 
OCTOBER, 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of THOMAS R. TUCKER who died 
November 6, 2021 were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Knox County 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and nonresident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against the estate are re-
quired to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication (or posting, as the case may be) 
of this notice if the creditor received an actual 
copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) 
days before the date that is four (4) months from 
the date of the first publication (or posting); or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication (or 
posting) as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 27 day of OCTOBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF THOMAS R. TUCKER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
SONYA LAY AND MARGARET MURRAY 

3913 STONEBRIDGE DR
POWELL, TN 37849

DAVID B. HAMILTON, ATTORNEY
1810 MERCHANT DR.

KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MILTON ALMON TURNER SR
DOCKET NUMBER 88558-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 1 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in re-
spect to the Estate of MILTON ALMON TURNER, 
SR. who died July 19, 2023, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate Di-
vision, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required to 
file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first date of the publication of this notice if the 
creditor received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 1 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF MILTON ALMON TURNER, SR. 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
EMILY MARIE BROWNING TURNER

7609 CHARLTON ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

JOEL D. ROETTGER, ATTORNEY 
P.O. BOX 1990 

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DAVID E. VINSON
DOCKET NUMBER 88580-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 25 day of 
OCTOBER, 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of DAVID E. VINSON who died Sep-
tember 3, 2023, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 25 day of OCTOBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF DAVID E. VINSON 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MIRIAM CAROL VINSON

703 HAMID PLACE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

MICHAEL R. CROWDER, ATTORNEY 
4TH FLOOR, BANK OF AMERICA BLDG.

P.O. BOX 442
KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF NANCY JO BARNHILL
Docket number 88650-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 7 day of 
November, 2023, letters testamentary (or letters 
of administration as the case may be) in respect 
of the Estate of NANCY JO BARNHILL who died 
January 25, 2023 were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 7 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF NANCY JO BARNHILL 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
WILLIAM BARNHILL 

1617 HELMBOLT ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37909

ANGELA D. LOWE, ATTORNEY
3814 POWERS STREET 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37917

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF THERESA P BOLEN 
DOCKET NUMBER 88616-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 30 day of 
OCTOBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of THERESA P BOLEN who died Sep 
16, 2023, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 

date of death. 
This the 30 day of OCTOBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF THERESA P BOLEN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
HENRY THOMAS BOLEN; EXECUTOR 

3656 CHERRYLOG ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37921

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CAMERON J. BROOKS
DOCKET NUMBER 88648-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary (or let-
ters of administration as the case may be) in 
respect of the Estate of CAMERON J. BROOKS 
who died September 1, 2023 were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate Di-
vision, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required to 
file the same with the clerk of the above named 
court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 6 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF CAMERON J. BROOKS 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
WESLEY KNOTT

500 SURREY ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37915

WILLIAM A. MYNATT, JR., 
ATTORNEY AT LAW

P.O. BOX 2425
KNOXVILLE, TN 37901-2425

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF FRED WAYNE CHILDRESS 
DOCKET NUMBER 88517-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 30 day of 
OCTOBER 2023, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of FRED WAYNE CHILDRESS who 
died Sep 4, 2023, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against his or her estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (41 months from the date of this first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 30 day of OCTOBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF FRED WAYNE CHILDRESS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
CHRISTINA MATIAS ARROYO; 

ADMINISTRATRIX 
7308 GLASTONBURY ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37931

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF KATHLEEN E. DEITZ 
DOCKET NUMBER 88642-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day 
of NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary in 
respect to the Estate of KATHLEEN E. DEITZ 
who died September 4, 2023, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required to 
file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first date of the publication of this notice if the 
creditor received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 6 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF KATHLEEN E. DEITZ

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SUSAN GREENGOLD

2135 HIGHLAND ACRES WAY 
GATLINBURG, TN 37738

TYLER C. HUSKEY, ATTORNEY AT LAW
P.O. BOX 1990 

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF FRANCES M DUNCAN 
DOCKET NUMBER 88586-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 30 day of 
OCTOBER 2023, letters of administration c.t.a in 
respect of the Estate of FRANCES M DUNCAN 
who died Sep 5, 2023, were issued the under-
signed by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery 
Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against his or her estate are re-
quired to file the same with the Clerk and Master 
of the above-named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first date of the publication of this notice if the 
creditor received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication: or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is (4) 
months from the date of first publication as de-

scribed in (1) (A); or
(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 

date of death.
This the 30 day of OCTOBER, 2023.

 
ESTATE OF FRANCES M DUNCAN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SONYA RENEE DUNCAN; 

ADMINISTRATRIX CTA 
3518 PEBBLEBROOK WAY

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37921

ROBERT W WILKINSON ATTORNEY AT LAW
P.O. BOX 4415

OAK RIDGE, TN. 37831

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PATRICIA FIRMIN 
DOCKET NUMBER 88384-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters administration in re-
spect of the Estate of PATRICIA FIRMIN who 
died Jun 28, 2023, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against his or her estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 2 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF PATRICIA FIRMIN 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
PEGGY MCCREA LONG; ADMINISTRATRIX 

9132 CARLTON CIRCLE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37922

CHARLES W KITE ATTORNEY AT LAW
9925 TIERRA VERDE DRIVE

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37922

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ANTHONY GALYON 
DOCKET NUMBER 88603-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 26 day of 
OCTOBER 2023, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of ANTHONY GALYON who died Sep 
11, 2023, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 26 day of OCTOBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF ANTHONY GALYON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
LYDIA C GALYON; ADMINISTRATRIX

130 E LAKE CIRCLE 
CANTON, GA 30115

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LAWRENCE BURTON HUFFMAN
DOCKET NUMBER 88644-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 7 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, Letters Testamentary (or 
Letters of Administration as the case may be) 
in respect of the Estate of LAWRENCE BURTON 
HUFFMAN, deceased, who died on July 10, 2023 
were issued to the undersigned by the Chancery 
Court, Probate Division, Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) of (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of such notice at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication or 
posting as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 7 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF LAWRENCE BURTON HUFFMAN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
LORI ANN GARLAND

PO BOX 137
HEISKELL, TN 37784

ROBERT W. GODWIN, ATTORNEY
4611 OLD BROADWAY 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LORETTA JEAN IPOCK
DOCKET NUMBER 88357-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary (or let-
ters of administration as the case may be} in 
respect of the Estate of LORETTA JEAN IPOCK 
who died March 25, 2023, were issued to Joseph 
C. Ipock by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against the estate are required to file the 
same with the clerk of the above¬ named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in 
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) from the date of first publication; or

(BJ Sixty (60) days after from the date the 

creditor received an actual copy of the notice to 
creditors if the creditor received the copy of the 
notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date 
that is four {4) months from the date of first pub-
lication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve {12} months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 2 day of NOVEMBER, 2023. 

ESTATE OF LORETTA JEAN IPOCK

 PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JOSEPH C. IPOCK 

4777 HWY. 17
SUMMERSVILLE, MO 65571

 
MARK TILLERY, ATTORNEY

P.O. BOX 12257 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF JEAN K LEE 

DOCKET NUMBER 88615-3
Notice is hereby given that on the 26 day of 

OCTOBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of JEAN K LEE who died Aug 13, 
2023, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first pub-
lication; or

(BJ Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 26 day of OCTOBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF JEAN K LEE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DONNA KAYE THOMPSON; CO-EXECUTOR 

8136 JONESBORO ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37920

CHARLES TUCKER LEE; CO-EXECUTOR 
5112 MALIBU DRIVE

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37918 

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF WILLIAM JOSEPH LINDSEY 
DOCKET NUMBER 88607-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters of administration in 
respect of the Estate of WILLIAM JOSEPH LIND-
SEY who died on October 1, 2023 were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and nonresident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required to 
file the same with the clerk of the above-named 
court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived and actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication 
as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 2 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF WILLIAM JOSEPH LINDSEY 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ASHLEY NEVELS

7019 FIELDSTONE FARMS LANE 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37921

G. MADISON ROBERTS, ATTORNEY
422 SOUTH GAY STREET, SUITE 302

KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JERRY L. MCCOWN
DOCKET NUMBER 88482-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters of administration in 
respect of the Estate of JERRY L. MCCOWN, 
who died July 24, 2023 were issued to the under-
signed by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or un-
matured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the clerk of the above-named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in 
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B)Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice 
less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
fourth (4) months from the date of first publica-
tion as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 6 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF JERRY MCCOWN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
BETTY JO MCCOWN 

5030 SULLIVAN ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37921

JOY L. CHAFFINS 
6808 VALE ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

MELANIE E. SANDERS UNKNOWN

WILLIAM E. DUFFEY, JR., ATTORNEY
112 DURWOOD ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JANE GILLENWATER MCNEELY
DOCKET NUMBER 88647-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 7 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary (or let-
ters of administration as the case may be) in 
respect of the Estate of JANE GILLENWATER 
MCNEELY who died May 7, 2023 were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 

Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required to 
file the same with the clerk of the above-named 
court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

 This the 7 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF JANE GILLENWATER MCNEELY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ANEESA MCNEELY BARTLEY 

2314 LLOYD AVENUE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

 
KEITH H. BURROUGHS, ATTORNEY
900 S. GAY STREET, 14TH FLOOR

P.O. BOX 2047
KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LAURA E. NELSON
DOCKET NUMBER 88632-2

Notice is hereby   given that on the 6 day 
of NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of LAURA E. NELSON who 
died on September 22, 2023, were issued to The 
Trust Company of Tennessee by the Chancery 
Court, Probate Division of Knox County, Tennes-
see. All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

 This the 6 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF LAURA E. NELSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
THE TRUST COMPANY OF TENNESSEE
4823 OLD KINGSTON PIKE, SUITE 100

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

STACIE D. MILLER, ATTORNEY
P.O. BOX 300 

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOAN M. OESTERLING
DOCKET NUMBER 88649-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 9 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters of administration in 
respect of  the  Estate  of  JOAN  M.  OESTER-
LING, who died August 25, 2023, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required to 
file the same with the clerk of the above-named 
court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B)Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 9 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF JOAN M. OESTERLING

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
BRIGID OESTERLING

4921 AVIS LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37914

M. CATHERINE WARMBROD ATTORNEY
10805 KINGSTON PIKE, SUITE 200

KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF EMIL E. OESTERLING
DOCKET NUMBER 88651-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters of administration in 
respect of the Estate of EMIL E. OESTERLING 
who died September 16, 2023, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required to 
file the same with the clerk of the above-named 
court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B)Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 6 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF EMIL E. OESTERLING

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
BRIGID OESTERLING

4921 AVIS LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37914

M. CATHERINE WARMBROD ATTORNEY
10805 KINGSTON PIKE, SUITE 200

KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES
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T h e r e ’ s 
no question 
that Ripley’s 
Aquarium in 
G a t l i n b u r g 
is huge and 
likely the main 
attraction in 
the busy tour-
ist city. A visit 
there could 
last hours 
and you can 
see just about every salt-
water and freshwater fish 
and amphibian.

Our recent visit there 
found the city-owned park-
ing garage under construc-
tion. It was difficult getting 
into the garage and the ele-
vator wasn’t working, so it 
was a long walk for two 
older people to get down 
the steps to the aquarium 
next door.

Despite the large mid-
week crowd, there’s still 
lots to do and see and 
we took our time and did 

all the floors, 
exhibits and 
displays. Your 
tour begins 
at the main 
e n t r a n c e 
where a huge 
turtle skel-
eton hangs 
from high 
above.

Your walk 
starts with 

river life that features huge 
freshwater fish, frogs and 
snakes. The tour contin-
ues with the saltwater sea 
life, the Shark Lagoon, the 
Tropical Rain Forest, and 
lots and lots of views of the 
main tank with thousands 
of different fish.

But the big draw at 
Ripley’s is also one of the 
smallest. If you’re lucky to 
be there during the Parade 
of Penguins every day at 
1:15 p.m., you’ll want to 
take lots of photos. Penguin 
feedings take place each 

day at 10:30 and 2:30.
Children and smaller 

adults can pop up in a glass 
bubble among the penguin 
colony. We missed the 
parade but caught up to a 
lone penguin at the end of 
the march who was visiting 
with guests and handlers. 
He wasn’t afraid of people 
at all and it made for a good 
picture.

We also enjoyed the 
view of the worm-like crea-
tures emerging from their 
holes in the sea floor. Most 
memorable was walking 
through the glass tube at 
the bottom of the aquarium 
where you can see sharks 
and giant fish roaming 
about above.

The aquarium is a bit 
expensive but small chil-
dren seem to enjoy it and 
one baby in the arms of its 
mother was wide-eyed at 
one window as a school of 
fish approached the glass.

There are also shows 

featuring sea rays and coral 
reef creatures.

Admission to just the 
Ripley’s Aquarium is $39.99 
for adults and $24.99 for 
children. There are several 
combo packages where you 
also get admission to the 
other Ripley’s attractions in 
Gatlinburg. We chose the 
“Believe It or Not” pack-
age. The aquarium is locat-
ed at 88 River Road at Stop 
Light Number 5. You can 
call the attraction at (865) 
430-8808 or contact email 
aquariumofthesmokies@
ripleys.com.

A lone penguin interacts 
with staff at Ripley’s 

Aquarium in Gatlinburg. 
There’s so much to see at 

the attraction and it seems 
to be very popular with 

people of all ages. Photo by 
Mike Steely.

A Day Away

By Mike Steely

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MILFORD PAUL PARNELL
DOCKET NUMBER 88610-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of NO-
VEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of MILFORD PAUL PARNELL who died 
July 21, 2023 were issued to the undersigned by 
the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty days prior to the date that is four (4) 
months from the date of first publication as de-
scribed in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 2 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF MILFORD PAUL PARNELL 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
CECELIA JUNE PARNELL

7608 CHARMWOOD WAY
KNOXVILLE, TN 37938

GLENNA W. OVERTON-CLARK, ATTORNEY
9111 CROSS PARK DRIVE, SUITE D200

KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JERRY EUGENE PARTON, SR.
DOCKET NUMBER 88590-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, Letters of Administration in 
respect of the Estate of JERRY EUGENE PARTON, 
SR. who died August 6, 2023, were issued the 
undersigned by the Clerk and Master of Chancery 
Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against her estate are required to 
file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named Court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve {12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 6 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF JERRY EUGENE PARTON, SR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
TONI BALES 

3009 LAFAYETTE ROAD 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37921

RACHEL E SANDERS ATTORNEY AT LAW
1348 DOWELL SPRINGS BLVD 

KNOXVILLE, TN 37909

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF VICTOR L. PEREZ
DOCKET NUMBER 88659-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 7 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, Letters Testamentary (or 
Letters of Administration as the case may be) in 
respect to the Estate of VICTOR L. PEREZ, who 
died on August 10, 2023, were issued to the un-
dersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate Division 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against the Estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk of the above-named Court on 
or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) 
or (2) below, otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this Notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the Notice to Creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the Notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 7 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF VICTOR L. PEREZ

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
AUGUST LEUBA PEREZ 

9520 GULF PARK DRIVE 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

LINDA CHRISTINA MAYNARD 
9304 GULF PARK DRIVE 

KNOXVILLE, TN 37923
 

O.E. SCHOW, IV
900 SOUTH GAY STREET, 9TH FLOOR

P.O. BOX 900
KNOXVILLE, TN 37901-0900

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF SUSAN M. REEVE 
DOCKET NUMBER 88639-3

 Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters of testamentary in re-
spect of the Estate of SUSAN M. REEVE who died 
on Sept. 11, 2023, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 6 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF SUSAN M. REEVE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JAMES M. REEVE 

2204 MISTY TRACE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

 
NEVA M. FOUST, ATTORNEY

4641 CHAMBLISS AVENUE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF SEAN MANNING ROCKETT
DOCKET NUMBER 88664-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 9 day of 
the NOVEMBER, 2023, letters of administration in 
respect of the Estate of SEAN MANNING ROCK-
ETT who died August 20, 2023, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required to 
file the same with the clerk of the above-named 
court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be 
forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 9 day of November, 2023.

ESTATE OF SEAN MANNIING ROCKETT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SARA RODRIGUEZ

STEPHEN H. BYRD, ATTORNEY 
9051 EXECUTIVE PARK DRIVE, SUITE 400

KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ITA RAY SIENKNECHT 
DOCKET NUMBER 88638-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 7 day of NO-
VEMBER, 2023, Letters Testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of ITA RAY SIENKNECHT who died 
October 1, 2023, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the Estate are required to file the same 
with the Clerk of the above-named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this Notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors 

at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B)Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the Notice to Creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the Notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 7 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF ITA RAY SIENKNECHT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
ROBERT A. CRAWFORD, EXECUTOR

P.O. BOX 629 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37901-0629

JACKSON G. KRAMER, ATTORNEY 
P.O. BOX 629 

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901-0629

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF EVELYN R SLAGLE 
DOCKET NUMBER 88511-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 30 day of 
OCTOBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of EVELYN R SLAGLE who died Jul 
8, 2023, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above-named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 30 day of OCTOBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF EVELYN R SLAGLE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
NANCY S WILLIAMS; EXECUTRIX 

4121 BUNKER HILL SCHOOL ROAD 
CLARMONT, NC 28610

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF HELEN VARNER TRENT 
DOCKET NUMBER 88612-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 26 day of 
OCTOBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of HELEN VARNER TRENT who died 
Aug 16, 2023, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 26 day of OCTOBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF HELEN VARNER TRENT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
SAMUELE “RONNIE” DAVIS, JR.; EXECUTOR

502 CANTON HOLLOW ROAD 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37934

 

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF REGINA LYNN 
JONES WILKERSON 

DOCKET NUMBER 88477-3
Notice is hereby given that on the 1 day of NO-

VEMBER 2023, letters administration in respect of 
the Estate of REGINA LYNN JONES WILKERSON 
who died Oct 19, 2022, were issued the under-
signed by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery 
Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, res-
ident and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims 

will be forever barred.
(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 

first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 1 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF REGINA LYNN JONES WILKERSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
DORIS JAMES; ADMINISTRATRIX 

5900 ADELIA DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37920

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MAURICE JACK WILLIAMS
DOCKET NUMBER 88188-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 25 day of 
JULY, 2023, Letters Testamentary (or Letters of 
Administration as the case may be) in respect of 
the Estate oF MAURICE JACK WILLIAMS who 
died February 23, 2023, were issued to the un-
dersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate Division 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against the estate are required to file the 
same with the clerk of the above-named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in 
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 25 day of JULY, 2023.

ESTATE OF MAURICE JACK WILLIAMS 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
AMY LOUISE (WILLIAMS) MILLER 

2628 CAMILLE DRIVE
LEWISVILLE, TX 75056-5772

ROBERT G. HINTON, ATTORNEY
730 HIGHWAY 321 N., STE. 104

LENOIR CITY, TN 37771

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BARBARA HELEN BATES WITT 
DOCKET NUMBER 88614-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 24 day of 
OCTOBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of BARBARA HELEN BATES WITT 
who died Oct 1, 2023, were issued the under-
signed by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery 
Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, res-
ident and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named Court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 24 day of OCTOBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF BARBARA HELEN BATES WITT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
DEREK LYNN WITT; EXECUTOR 

10412 COBB LANE
MASCOT, TN. 37806

MISC. 
NOTICES

LEGAL SECTION 94
Knox County will receive bids for the following 

items & services:

Bid 3494, Sign Posts, due 12/14/23;
Bid 3495, Nutritional Products, Re-bid, due 

12/14/23   

For additional information call 865-215-5777, 
stop by the Procurement Division, 1000 North 
Central St., Suite 100, Knoxville, TN  37917, or 
visit our website: www.knoxcounty.org/procure-
ment.  To bid on Knox County surplus items, go to 
www.govdeals.com.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Request for Bids – KCDC, the Public Housing 

Authority for Knoxville & Knox County, posts all 
of its solicitations at www.kcdc.org/procurement.  
Click on ‘Open Solicitations’ and follow the link.  

PUBLIC NOTICE
THE KNOX COUNTY GROWTH POLICY CO-

ORDINATING COMMITTEE WILL MEET ON MON-
DAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2023, AT 5:00 P.M. IN TH 
E MAIN ASSEMBLY ROOM OF THE CITY COUNTY 
BUILDING, 400 MAIN STREET.

THE PURPOSE OF THIS MEETING IS TO DIS-
CUSS THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO· THE 
GROWTH POLICY PLAN AND HEAR FROM MEM-
BERS OF THE PUBLIC.

NOTE: ANYONE WHO WISHES TO SIGN UP 
TO SPEAK, CAN DO SO BY CALLING 865-215-
2005 BY MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27 AT 12:00 
P.M.

Agenda
1.	 CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR JACOBS
2.	 ROLLCALL
3.	 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
4.	 ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
5.	 SELECTION OF A CHAIR
6.	 SUMMARY OF LAST MEETING PRESEN-

TATION
7.	 PUBLIC FORUM
8.	 DISCUSSION OF THE AMENDMENT
9.	 SECOND PUBLIC MEETING SCHEDULED
10.	 ADJOURN

PUBLIC NOTICE
Legal Notice of Assumed name(s): Palacios, 

Daniel Edward is doing business as DANIEL ED-
WARD PALACIOS For more information, send 
written request only to: The Office of DANIEL 
EDWARD PALACIOS By email: Publication: Legal 
Notice: To all parties seeking to make a claim. Pa-
lacios, Daniel Edward is doing business as DANIEL 
EDWARD PALACIOS and all derivative thereof. 
Notice of fee schedule(s): Each and every use not 
authorized by Palacios, Daniel Edward requires a 
$10,000. USD fine payable to DANIEL EDWARD 
PALACIOS within 30 days of notice and the 
fines must be settled in full. In order to authorize, 
contact must be made with the Name Holder for 
a contract to do so. Failure to timely notify the 
name holder, produces an agreement that the 
user’s contract is invalid. Additionally, this notice 
is retroactive. All parties prior to this notice must 
contact the name holder within 180 days of this 
notice for an update to the contract. Be advised 
that this notice is applicable to the use of each and 
every account associated with DANIEL EDWARD 
PALACIOS and all derivatives thereof. A written 
request must be, signed under penalty of perjury 
and sent to the name holder at Care of: PO Box 
52, Butler, Tennessee near: [37640], all other 
derivatives will be returned as invalid to sender. 
Contact for updates

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
The owner and /or lien holders of the follow-

ing vehicle is hereby notified of their rights to pay 
all charges and reclaim said vehicle being held at 
701 Cooper St., Knoxville, TN 37917. Failure to 
reclaim this vehicle will be deemed a waiver of all 
rights, title, and consent to dispose of said vehicle 
at public auction on NOVEMBER 27, 2023 at 701 
Cooper St, Knoxville, TN 37917.
1. 13 Subaru Outback 4S4BRBCCXD3300726 
2. 09 Dodge Nitro  1D8GT58K19W533530
3. 12 VW Passat  1VWBP7A38CC028232
4. 97 Nissan Pathfinder JN8AR05S0VW135959
5. 06 Honda CRV  JHLRD68896C024199
6. 02 Mercedes Benz WDBNG70J72A267022
7. 07 Dodge Nitro  1D8GT28K37W713913
8. 05 GMC Sierra  2GTEK13T451371234
9. 00 Mercedes 550 WDBNG75J3YA091037
10. 09 Cadillac STS  1G6DZ67A390110887
11. 16 Chevy Tahoe  1GNSCBKC7GR175619
12. 09 Hyundai Santa Fe 5NMSH13E09H257395

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
The following vehicle will be sold at auction on 

at 9:00 a.m. on November 22, 2023, at Eurotech 
Knoxville, 7223 Oak Ridge Highway, Knoxville, 
Tennessee 37931.  Phone 865-693-8911. 

2016 Land Rover LR4 white VIN SALAK2V-
67GA838627

Owners name:  Matthew and Vivian Hatfield 

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
The owners and/or lienholders of the following ve-
hicles are hereby notified of their rights to pay all 
charges and reclaim said vehicles being held at the 
storage lot of Floyd’s Wrecker Service Inc. Failure 
to reclaim these vehicles will be deemed a waiver 

of all rights and titles along with consent to dis-
pose of said vehicles at public auction to be held 
on: Thursday December 14th, 2023 10:00am, 
at 135 Hawthorne Ave. Knoxville, TN 37920.
1998 BUICK  2G4WB52K1W1542703
2003 BUICK  1G4HP52K834172912
2006 CHRYSLER 1C3EL46X36N102630
2008 CHEVY  1G1ZJ57B48F207386
2004 CHEVY  1GNDS13S542385295
2004 CHEVY  1GNDT13S242307361
1998 CHEVY  1GNDT13W3W2248231
2002 CADILLAC 1G6KY54982U191012
2010 DODGE  1B3CB4HA1AD630388
2006 DODGE  2D4FV47VX6H156557
1996 FORD  2FALP73W3TX115981
2015 FORD  1FADP3F28FL281114
2016 FORD  1FMCU0J97GUB89985
2003 FORD  1FTNW21P23EC08948
1998 FORD  1FTYR14U6WTA81749
2004 GMC  1GKEK13Z94J287245
1999 GMC  1GKDT13W2X2953035
2006 HYUNDAI 5NPEU46F66H126811
2015 HYUNDAI 5NPE24AF9FH258250
2004 HONDA  1HGCM56894A158821
2012 HONDA  1HGCP3F85CA039271
2005 HONDA  1HGCM56455A099510
1997 HONDA  1HGCD5663VA035791
1998 HONDA  1HGEJ8240WL105809
2009 INFINITY JN1CV6AR2AM453371
2009 LINCOLN 1LNHM93R19G622743
2011 LEXUS  2T2BK1BA8BC097144
2001 MAZDA  JM3LW28Y010173592
2000 MERCEDES WDBNG75J4YA078622
2003 TOYOTA  5TBBT48143S335597
2002 TOYOTA  4T1BE32KX2U610165
1992 VOLVO  YV1AW8801N1927719
2013 YAMAHA RKRSA43A2DA114849
NA ATV  NA
2006 BUICK  3G5DA03716S533099
2013 BUICK  1G4PP5SKXD4151976
2014 CHEVY  1G1PA5SH2E7464605
2008 CHEVY  2G1WB58K389231766
1998 CHEVY  1GNDT13W8W2247320
2012 DODGE  1C3CDZAB5CN285778
2010 DODGE  2B3CK8CT7AH292806
2005 DODGE  2D8GP44L95R320907
2014 DODGE  1C3CDFBB3ED903444
1999 DODGE  1B7HF13Z8XJ584587
2023 DODGE  3C6JR6DG6PG655572
2007 FORD  1FTRF14W17KC90502
2007 FORD  1FTPW14VX7FB51833
2006 FORD  1FTVF14546NA59564
2010 FORD  1FMCU0D79AKD44811
2015 HYUNDAI KMHD35LHXFU246414
2003 HONDA  1HGCM56343A067135
1996 HARLEY  1HD4CEM12TY211486
2001 HONDA  1HGCG56411A050645
2005 HONDA  SHSRD78895U306355
1988 INTERNA. 1HTJUZRM6JH620490
2005 KIA  KNAFE161555128498
2005 LINCOLN 1LNHM87A65Y607691
2006 MAZDA  JM3TB28Y270104391
2017 NISSAN  5N1AZ2MH9HN164637
2020 NISSAN  3N1AB7AP1KY357444
2019 NISSAN  1N4BL4DV6KC135262
2005 SUZUKI  JS1VS55A352111341
2005 SUBARU 4S4BP61C457386402
2007 SATURN 1G8ZS57N17F226579
2003 TOYOTA  4T1BF28B33U312184
2007 TOYOTA  4T1FA38P47U128718
2001 TOYOTA  JTDDR32T110107527
1999 TOYOTA  4T3ZF13C4XU133318
2008 TOYOTA  JTDJT923485193999
2006 TOYOTA  5TDZA23C36S543435
2014 TOYOTA  2T1BURHE3EC026705

PUBLIC NOTICE
Legal Notice of Assumed name(s): long, betty 

Rochelle is doing business as BETTY ROCHELLE 
LONG For more information, send written request 
only to: The Office of BETTY ROCHELLE LONG By 
email: thewatersedgebutler@outlook.com Publica-
tion: Legal Notice: To all parties seeking to make 
a claim. Long, betty Rochelle is doing business as 
BETTY ROCHELLE LONG and all derivative there-
of. Notice of fee schedule(s): Each and every use 
not authorized by long, betty Rochelle requires a 
$10,000. USD fine payable to BETTY ROCHELLE 
LONG or BETTY ROCHELLE PALACIOS within 30 
days of notice and the fines must be settled in full. 
In order to authorize, contact must be made with 
the Name Holder for a contract to do so. Failure to 
timely notify the name holder, produces an agree-
ment that the user’s contract is invalid. Additional-
ly, this notice is retroactive. All parties prior to this 
notice must contact the name holder within 180 
days of this notice for an update to the contract. 
Be advised that this notice is applicable to the use 
of each and every account associated with BETTY 
ROCHELLE LONG or BETTY ROCHELLE PALACIOS 
and all derivatives thereof. A written request must 
be, signed under penalty of perjury and sent to the 
name holder at Care of: PO Box 52, Butler, Ten-
nessee near: [37640], all other derivatives will be 
returned as invalid to sender. Contact for updates

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES

Who can resist the penguins?
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TSSAA FOOTBALL SECOND ROUND PLAYOFFS

By Mark Nagi

The Bearden Bulldogs 
expected a battle in the 
second round of the play-
offs. After all, the Jefferson 
County Patriots were 10-1, 
and won the Region 1-6A 
title this year.

In a very competitive 
game in Dandridge, the 
Bulldogs got a clutch field 
goal from Daniel Kinney 
and hung on for a 23-20 
victory. The win puts 
Bearden into the state 
quarterfinals.

“Jeff County is a tough 
team,” said Bearden 
head coach Josh Jones. 
“Big team, physical team, 
Coach (Spencer) Riley and 
his staff have done a really 
good job with this group. 
This was a good, hard 
nosed football game and 
we were fortunate enough 
to make one more kick 
than they did.”

The game did not get 
off to an ideal start for 
Bearden. Patriots run-
ning back Omarian Mills 
sprinted 72 yards through 
the middle of the Bulldogs 

defense on Jefferson 
County’s opening drive. 
Only three minutes into the 
game, Bearden trailed 7-0.

At the end of the first 
quarter, Bearden got on 
the scoreboard with a 
short TD run, making it 7-6. 

The extra point attempt 
was blocked, which kept 
the Bulldogs from tying the 
game.

In the second quarter, 
Bearden running back 
Jayzon Thompson scored 
on a 1-yard TD run. This 

time the extra point was 
good, and it was 13-7 
Bulldogs.

It looked like Bearden 
was in control of the 
game, but Drew Parrott’s 
pass floated into the 
hands of Jefferson County 

defensive back Shawn 
Jackson, who returned it 
36 yards for a touchdown. 
Their extra point attempt 
was no good, and the 
game was tied at 13.

But Parrott immediately 

Panthers could be 
without QB Rodgers
By Steve Williams

Opportunistic Powell 
took advantage of Sevier 
County’s kicking woes 
en route to a surprising-
ly easy 31-7 win over the 
Smoky Bears Friday night 
at Sevierville.

All the news wasn’t good 
for the Panthers, howev-
er, as Deuce Rodgers, 
their standout sophomore 
quarterback, departed 
the game with an appar-
ent injury early in the 
second quarter and never 
returned.

That puts the 6-3, 220-
pound Rodgers’ playing 
status in question for this 
Friday night’s quarterfi-
nal rematch at West. The 
Rebels defeated Powell 
24-23 in overtime in the 

regular season finale.
“We had to win at the 

line of scrimmage,” said 
Coach Matt Lowe when 
asked the key to the sec-
ond-round playoff win. “It 

hasn’t changed for us all 
season. Offensive line, 
defensive line, defensive 
box, running backs, we 
knew we had to create 
and control the line of 

scrimmage. If you win the 
line of scrimmage, you 
have a great chance of 
winning the game.”

The victory gives Powell 
a 9-3 record going into 

this week’s battle. West, 
which shut out Morristown 
West 30-0, is 11-1 and has 
won 26 of 27 games since 
claiming the Class 5A state 
championship last season.

After the snap went 
through his hands and 
over Sevier County punter 
Taylor Madison’s head and 
Powell recovered at the SC 
39, Deuce Rodgers faked a 
handoff and kept the foot-
ball for a 27-yard TD run. 
Dylan Stooksbury blocked 
the last Smoky Bear on the 
outside, then added the 
PAT kick for a 7-0 lead a 
little over four minutes into 
the first quarter.

On its next possession, 
Sevier County drove to 
midfield, but Madison got 
off only a 9-yard punt, set-
ting up Powell at its 40. 
Rodgers threw a 28-yard 

Bearden advances, beats 
Jefferson County 23-20

PHOTO BY TAMMY DAVIS KREGEL

Freshman running back Paxton Parrott takes a handoff from his brother Drew Parrott, a junior quarterback, and 
plows into paydirt as Bearden beats host Jefferson County 23-20 Friday night in Class 6A second-round action.

Playoff Scores
Second Round Games

Nov. 10
Class 3A

Alcoa 47, Austin-East 6
Class 4A

Greeneville 42, Gibbs 0
Class 5A

Powell 31, Sevier Co. 7
West 30, Morris. West 0

Class 6A
Bearden 23, Jeff. Co. 20

Division II-AA
FRA 50, Webb 15
Division II-AAA

Catholic 31, MUS 28
 

Playoff Pairings
Quarterfinals

Nov. 10
(Kickoff time 7 unless noted)

Class 5A
Powell (9-3) at West (11-1)

Class 6A
Bearden (9-3) at Bradley 

(12-0)
Semifinals

Division II-AAA
Catholic (7-5) at Baylor (9-2)

High 
School 

Football
Scores and 

Schedule

A GLANCE BACK 
AND A LOOK AHEAD

Powell rushes past Smoky Bears, 31-7

PHOTO BY LIZZI LOWE

Powell's Dylan Stooksbury, surrounded by Smoky Bears, dives into the end zone after 
catching a pass from Jaylon Benjamin. It was the only pass in a 19-play drive that end-
ed with the game's final touchdown in the Panthers' 31-7 win.

By Steve Williams

West High’s heralded 
defense notched its third 
shutout of the season in 
a 30-0 win over visiting 
Morristown West in Class 
5A second round playoff 
action Friday night.

Linebackers Ryan Scott 
and Anderson Smith led 
the way for the Rebels’ D. 
Scott had eight tackles 
and five assists for a total 
of 13. He had one tackle 
for loss. Smith had six solo 
stops and two assists for a 
total of eight. He had three 
tackles for loss and three 
sacks.

West (11-1) will host 
Powell Friday in the state 

West 
defense 
notches 
its third 
shutout
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TD pass to Stooksbury over the 
middle to make it 14-0 with 10:57 
on the second quarter clock. That 
was Rodgers’ last appearance in the 
game.

The Smoky Bears’ Bryson Headrick 
returned the ensuing kickoff to the 
Powell 16. After a personal foul on 
the Panthers, Malachi Pate scooted 
into the end zone from 14 yards out. 
Pate’s PAT cut the deficit to 14-7 and 
gave Sevier County some life after its 
poor start.

But SC’s kicking woes continued 
as its kickoff went out of bounds at 
the 50-yard line, again giving Powell 
great field position. With freshman 
Jaylon Benjamin (5-11, 205) taking 
over at quarterback, the Panthers 
put together a 12-play scoring drive, 
capped by Benjamin’s 7-yard pass to 
tight end Clayton Matthew, upping 
Powell’s lead to 21-7 midway into the 
second quarter.

Madison, under pressure from 
Powell’s defensive rush, shanked 
a punt, setting up Powell again at 
midfield.

The Smoky Bears never got back 
in it.

“We ended up making some plays 

in the pass game,” said Coach Lowe. 
“The young quarterback did a good 
job coming in (for Rodgers). Deuce 
did a good job when he was in. I was 
very proud of how we played all the 
way around. But I am a firm believer 
you win playoff games at the line of 
scrimmage.”

Headrick intercepted his 12th pass 
of the season and Sevier County took 
over deep in its own territory with 
2:10 remaining in the first half. An 
unsportsmanlike conduct foul on the 
Smoky Bears kept them in a hole at 
the 5-yard line.

After a punt to the 37-yard line, 
a 17-yard pass to Connor Wheeler 
gave Powell a first down at the SC 20. 
With time running down, the Panthers 
settled for a 32-yard field goal by 
Stooksbury for a 24-7 command 
seven seconds before intermission.

A not-very-pretty second half saw 
Sevier County freshman QB Cooper 
Newman get picked off by Powell 
freshman Brodie Hollowell on the 
opening possession. The Panthers, 
starting at their 28-yard line, ran 
the ball 18 straight plays before 
Benjamin hit Stooksbury with a 
9-yard TD pass on the 19th play. That 
made the 24-point difference on the 

scoreboard.
Powell’s Steven Soles Jr. had a 

12-yard sack and Abu Keefer partial-
ly blocked a SC punt, but the ball was 
touched by a Panther and the Smoky 
Bears kept possession.

Fabby Neiwoh had a long punt 
return nullified by a penalty.

Wheeler was a workhorse and led 
Powell’s run game with 106 yards on 
26 carries plus caught two passes for 
23 yards. Keshaun Jackson added 62 
yards on the ground on 13 carries.

“Powell is very talented,” said Todd 
Loveday, who is in his third-year as 
Sevier County’s head coach. “We had 
some miscues in the first half to give 
them real good field position. We just 
couldn’t get over that hump. They did 
what good teams do and kept it from 
us a little bit. We just didn’t make the 
plays when we needed to make them, 
but our guys kept scraping and kept 
fighting. That’s just the way it goes.”

The Smoky Bears finished the 
season 10-2.

Powell's Fabby Neiwoh brings the 
Panthers' "Knoxville's Best" flag onto 

the field at Sevier County High Fri-
day night. Powell is one of Knox 

County's four teams still alive in the 
state playoffs. Photo by Lizzi Lowe.

Continued from page 1
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- MIDDLE SCHOOL BASKETBALL -

By Ken Lay

Farragut Middle School 
boys basketball coach Lynn 
Allen warned his team that 
Thursday night’s game 
against Turkey Creek rival 
Hardin Valley wasn’t going 
to be easy.

“You better be ready 
because this is going to be 
a war,” Allen told his team 
as it entered the HVMS 
gymnasium.

Allen fully expected 
that his team would have 
to withstand a few hay-
makers in a heavyweight 
fight because no game is 
easy in the Knox County 
Middle School Basketball 
Conference.

But this one turned out to 
be as the Admirals notched 
a 51-24 victory before a 
packed and spirited crowd.

But Allen’s warning to his 
team was issued because 
its defense wasn’t great 
against Karns in the league 
opener earlier in the week.

“We didn’t feel like we 
played well defensive-
ly against Karns, and it’s 
all about defense for us,” 
Allen said. “We played 
better defensively tonight.

“We have a great group 
of young men. They’re 
working hard and we’ll see 
how the Lord blesses that. 
We’re looking for our group 
to come closer as a team 
and as a family.”

The Admirals all but put 
this one away early as they 
opened a 12-5 lead in the 
first quarter and extended 
that advantage to 24-11 by 

halftime as Braylen Gibbs 
provided the majority of 
Farragut’s firepower, scor-
ing 14 of Farragut’s 24 
first-half points.

He was one of two 
Admirals to post double 
figures in the scoring 
column as he finished with 
a game-high 24 points.  He 
even dazzled the fans with 
a slam dunk early in the 
fourth quarter. His dunk 
appeared to put an excla-
mation point on the night’s 
events.

Brooks Johnston added 
12 points and scored 
eight after halftime to help 
Farragut open a 42-22 
advantage by the end of 
the third stanza.

The win was undoubted-
ly a boost for the Admirals, 
but a long season remains 
and Allen knows that 
matchups with Powell and 
West Valley are looming 
later in the campaign.

“We’re chasing Powell 
and West Valley,” Allen 
said.

While Farragut was 
having its way against the 
Hawks, the Wolves edged 
the Panthers, 38-35, at 
West Valley.

Hardin Valley’s Charlie 
Gibson had 10 points 
against the Admirals. The 
Hawks had their struggles 
against Farragut, en route 
to suffering their first loss. 
Coach Alexander Oliver was 
succinct after the contest.

“We just have to keep 
working and we just have 
to get better,” he said.

By Ken Lay

For the first half of its 
game against Hardin 
Valley, the Farragut Middle 
School girls basketball 
team struggled. The Lady 
Admirals scored just eight 
points in the first half, and 
things didn’t get much 
better in the third quarter.

But in the fourth quar-
ter, Farragut turned up 
the offensive pressure. 
They would also manu-
facture enough offense to 
send the game into over-
time. In fact, the Lady 
Admirals had to play three 
overtimes before escap-
ing Hardin Valley Middle 
School with a 39-34 vic-
tory Thursday night,

“I need a nap after 
watching this game,” 
Farragut coach Devan 
McIntyre said. “But this 
game showed me what we 
were made of.”

The Lady Hawks start-
ed fast as they opened 
an 8-2 lead in the open-
ing frame. They continued 
to build upon their advan-
tage, extending it to 17-8 
by halftime. They held a 
10-point advantage at the 
end of the third stanza as 
they opened a seemingly 
large 21-11 lead.

Farragut complete-
ly shut down the Lady 
Hawks’ attack and closed 
regulation on a 10-0 run.

The Lady Admirals got 
a big fourth-quarter boost 
from Livi Slagle, who 

scored the final seven 
points of regulation. 
Her free throw midway 
through the final frame 
made it, 21-15, before 
she knocked down a pair 
of consecutive 3-pointers 
and tied the game, 21-21 
with 1 minute, 10 seconds 
remaining in the fourth 
quarter.

In the first overtime 
period, Farragut seized 
the upper hand early as 
Jayna Carbaugh scored 
the first basket and Slagle 
converted 3-of-4 free 
throw attempts to give 
the Lady Admirals a 26-21 
lead. Then, after a lengthy 

scoring drought, Hardin 
Valley would answer as 
Sarah Galloway reeled off 
five consecutive points, 
including a game-tying 
free throw to make it 
26-26 with 0.2 seconds 
to go.

The Lady Hawks darted 
out to a fast start in the 
second extra period and 
took a 30-26 lead on back-
to-back buckets by Emma 
Rhoden. But the Lady 
Admirals would have the 
answer as Audrey Vann 
made a free throw and 
Elin Rotan tied the game 
with a long-range jumper 
with 12.1 seconds left to 

send the contest to a third 
overtime.

In the final overtime 
frame, Farragut would 
outscore Hardin Valley, 
9-4, and polish off a hard-
fought comeback.

Slagle scored 12 of her 
16 points after halftime to 
lead Farragut on the come-
back trail. Post player 
McKenna Hartley scored 
eight of her nine points 
after halftime for the Lady 
Admirals.

Alaina Lineberry had a 
game-high 19 points for 
Hardin Valley. She helped 
the Hawks build their big 
early lead.

Admirals start fast, run 
past Hardin Valley

Slagle leads Farragut to 
comeback triple OT victory

Farragut Middle's Livi Slagle dribbles into the front court as Hardin Valley's Katelyn 
Coffman defends.  Slagle scored 16 points to lead the Lady Admirals to a 39-34 over-
time victory Thursday at HVMS.

By Steve Williams

Webb School senior 
quarterback Jack Wagner 
completed four passes to 
sophomore wide receiv-
er Baxter Johnson in 
the second half of the 
Spartans’ first round play-
off win over Evangelical 
Christian School on Nov. 3.

The last two of those 
connections covered 16 
and 35 yards to set up 
Webb’s last scoring drive 
in the 34-7 victory at David 
Meske Stadium. 

Another earlier throw 
from Jack to Baxter result-
ed in pass interference on 
the Eagles and set up a TD 

on the following play that 
gave Webb some breath-
ing room midway into the 
third quarter after ECS had 
pulled within 14-7.

Yes, Wagner and 
Johnson were key parts of 
the Spartans’ offense in 
2023, but they also have 
stood out in another impor-
tant role off the field.

Jack and Baxter each 
received the prestigious 
Eagle Scout award this 
year from the Boys Scouts 
of America, whose trade-
mark slogan is “Prepared. 
For Life.” They are mem-
bers of Webb School Troup 
757.

Eagle Scout is the 

highest rank attainable in 
BSA. Since its inception in 
1911, only four percent of 
Scouts have earned this 
rank after a lengthy review 
process. College, business, 
the military, and community 
service leaders all respect 
an Eagle Scout.

“I have been dedicat-
ed to the scouting orga-
nization for many years 
and I am pleased to see 
all my hard work on merit 
badges and my Eagle proj-
ect pay off,” said Wagner 
in the Focus’ online inter-
view with the two honor-
ees.  “I am pleased to earn 
this honor that takes an 
extreme amount of time 

and commitment while 
keeping excellent grades 
and being an athlete.”

Doing a service project is 
an important part to earn-
ing the award.

“For my service proj-
ect, I re-landscaped the 
entrance at Green Magnet 
Academy in downtown 
Knoxville so the students 
and staff would have a 
beautiful entrance to the 
school,” said Jack.

“In conjunction with that 
landscape project, I held 
a children’s book drive so 
the students would have 
books to take home for the 
weekend and read. The 

Webb’s Wagner and Johnson honored as BSA Eagle Scouts 

PHOTO BY TAMMY DAVIS KREGEL

Bearden coaches and players on the sideline view the ac-
tion on the field as the Bulldogs battle the Jefferson Coun-
ty Patriots. Bearden will be on the road again this Friday 
at unbeaten Bradley Central in a Class 6A state quarter-
final game.

Jack Wagner (left) and Baxter Johnson received the presti-
gious Eagle Scout award this year. It is the highest achieve-
ment attainable in the Scouts BSA program of the Boy 
Scouts of America.

Powell rushes past Smoky Bears, 31-7
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By Tom 
Mattingly

Known then as now as the 'Swamp Rat'

Cont. from page 1

The immediate future 
might not have looked 

bright for 
the Vol pro-
gram in the 
fall of 1963. 
The last 
bowl game 
was in 1957, 
and the Vols 
had com-

piled records of 4-6, 5-4-1, 
6-2-2, 6-4, and 4-6 since 
that time.

The final tally for that 
season was 5-5 under head 
coach Jim McDonald, with a 
change in football philoso-
phy on the way, as the Vols 
were moving from the sin-
gle-wing to the “T” a year 
later.

With the advantage of 
hindsight, however, an 
observant fan can look at 
that season’s rookies and 
find a number of young men 
who would contribute to the 
renaissance of Vol football 
under Doug Dickey.

There were some histori-
cally relevant names from 
this class found in a story in 
the Knoxville Journal from 
Sept. 12, 1963, nine days 
before the season opener 
against Richmond.

A story titled “Frosh Team 
Features Big Line” tells us 
there were 52 freshmen on 
hand for that fall campaign, 
with 40 on scholarship and 

12 out on their own.
Dale Haupt was the fresh-

man coach that season and 
was impressed by what he 
had seen.

“We have some big line-
men,” he said, “and several 
of them have shown some 
real promise in scrimmage 
work against the varsity. I’m 
sure a lot of them will be 
playing a lot of varsity ball 
next season.”

There were some big 
names on the list, some 
of the integral pieces of 
Tennessee Vol history.

One was Knoxville’s Ron 
Widby, who earned 1966 
All-American honors as a 
punter and as a forward 
for Ray Mears in hoops in 
1966-67.

“John Mills, a member of 
the Journal-Coaches’ All-
East Tennessee team last 
fall as a quarterback,” the 
story read, “has been con-
verted to end and has made 
the transition in fine style. 
Another end with major 
league potential is Paul 
Naumoff from Columbus, 
Ohio.”

Mills, known in his 
Tennessee playing days as 
“Johnny,” did make it at wide 
receiver. Naumoff found his 
niche on the defensive side 
of the ball, at end, then at 
linebacker.

He was All-SEC and 

All-American in 1966, with 
Mills also being named 
All-SEC. Paul had a distin-
guished career with the 
Detroit Lions from 1967-78.

The story also took note of 
“Fayetteville’s Joe Graham, 
a 6-1, 205-pounder, and 
Bobby Morel, 210-pound 
star from Battle Ground 
Academy.” Graham became 
an offensive lineman and 
was one of the standouts of 
the 1967 bunch, one of the 
best in Vol history. Morel 
was a spunky nose guard 
who got by on sheer deter-
mination and grit. Derrick 
Weatherford, who came to 
Tennessee from Darlington, 
S.C., contributed mightily 
during his career.

At wingback were Ron 
Jarvis of Pittsford, N.Y., and 
Harold Stancell of Karns 
High School in Knoxville. 
Jarvis played fullback. 
Stancell was a starter in the 
secondary from 1964-66.

Among the contenders 
at blocking back was Doug 
Archibald from Sarasota, 
Fla. He started as the “mon-
ster” (a floating lineback-
er/strong safety deployed 
in unexpected places) in 
1964 and as a more tradi-
tional linebacker in 1966. 
He had the game-clinch-
ing interception and touch-
down return in an upset 
win against Georgia Tech 

in 1964.
K n o x v i l l e ’s  R o d 

Harkelroad was listed 
among the centers. He 
didn’t play a lot, but before 
Rod died several years ago, 
he and Elliott Gammage 
helped steer Outland 
Trophy winner Steve 
DeLong through a rough 
patch in his life.

Then came the topper of 
them all, a player who came 
out of nowhere to be a star.

He was a tailback from 
Savannah, Ga., signed 
by assistant coach Bob 
Woodruff, aided immea-
surably by former Vol center 
Lamar Leachman, his high 
school coach. He had a 
famous nickname that has 
spanned the generations, 
known then as now as the 
“Swamp Rat.”

He was Dewey Warren, 
and we all know well how 
things worked out for him, 
once he discovered jersey 
No. 16 and earned his 
chance against Ole Miss. 
Never mind that, when 
Charlie Fulton was injured 
that day in Memphis, Dewey 
found himself in the Vol 
huddle without his helmet.

“Humming that tater.”
Never lacking in confi-

dence, Dewey brought his 
own brand of “swagger” to 
the Vol offense. His game-
winning scoring run in the 

1965 UCLA game, the 
famed “Rosebonnet Bowl,” 
is always worth another 
look. It was a 1-yard run that 
took forever, but as Dewey 
has always noted, the offi-
cial raised both hands sky-
ward when he found the 
goal line.

You also had the impres-
sion that if Dewey started 
walking down the street, 
teammates would fall in 
behind him just to see 

where he was going.
Even when things might 

have looked bleak in the Vol 
program, there were play-
ers on campus ready to 
make a positive impact on 
Vol fortunes. There weren’t 
many of them, but all they 
needed was an opportunity. 
It was a memorable time in 
1963-64 that led to many 
memorable moments in the 
years to come.

Dewey Warren, shown here in the 1966 Gator Bowl game 
against Syracuse, was not hesitant in the least to do what-
ever it took to get the ball in the end zone

By Ken Lay

A new addition to Beverly 
Park will make it possible 
for Knoxville residents to 
bridge the generation gap 
as Legacy Park Foundation 
officially opened an inter-
generational play space on 
a warm Wednesday after-
noon in North Knox County.

In addition to the new 
play space, which includes 
storybook trails, a music 
area, a rubberized track, 
playground equipment and 
an area for physical ther-
apy, Beverly Park is also 
home to a dog park and 
par-3 golf course.

The construction of the 
play space was made pos-
sible by partnerships with 
Humana and others. Trinity 
Health Foundation also 
donated a $150,000 two-
phase grant to research, 
design and create the 
play space. Humana spon-
sored the therapeutic area, 
while Hillcrest Healthcare 
sponsored the soft-sur-
face walking path, dedi-
cating it in honor of Mark 

Walker in recognition of 
his 16 years of service 
on its Board of Directors. 
Siddiqi Foundation funded 
the music garden, which 
features a xylophone, 
chimes and drums. The 
TVA Retirees Association/
Bicentennial Foundation 
sponsored the benches.

“This park was made pos-
sible by our many partners 

that supported and funded 
the project,” said Legacy 
Parks Executive Director 
Carol Evans. “We have 
become an age-segregat-
ed society, but we’re happy 
to be here today to provide 
opportunities for genera-
tions to come together.”

Knox County Mayor 
Glenn Jacobs said that the 
park has quickly become 

one of his favorites in Knox 
County.

“There’s something here 
for everyone, from the dog 
park to the golf course,” he 
said. “This project shows 
how we get things done.

“People demand these 
parks, these amenities. 
When you live close to a 
park, your property value 
goes up 20 percent.”

Intergenerational play space 
opens at Beverly Park

Knox County Mayor Glenn Jacobs tries out the new equipment at the new 
intergenerational playground, which officially opened Wednesday in North Knox 
County.

responded from that adver-
sity. On Bearden’s next 
drive he launched a pass 
downfield to Troy Beaufort, 
who broke a tackle at the 
Jefferson County 35, and 
ran the rest of the way for 
a 63-yard touchdown.

An entertaining first half 
finished with Bearden lead-
ing 20-13.

But on the second play of 
the second half, Mills again 
broken a huge touchdown 
run for the Pats, this time 
taking it home 81 yards. 
That tied the game at 20.

Late in the third quar-
ter came perhaps the big-
gest play of the game as 
Daniel Kinney lined up 
for a 50-yard field goal 
attempt for Bearden. That’s 
a long way to kick a foot-
ball, especially on a cold 
East Tennessee night. But 
Kinney drilled it through the 
uprights, and Bearden was 
back on top 23-20.

In the fourth quarter 
Bearden (9-3) was driv-
ing for another score when 
Parrott was picked off by 
Pats linebacker Emmitt 
Newman at the Jefferson 
County 5-yard line.

“We have to find a way 
to be more consistent on 
offense,” said Jones. “We 
had some good drives, 
but we have to finish more 
drives and that starts with 
me. I’ve gotta find better 
ways to coach them.”

The Pats had one final 
drive in which they could 
have tied or gotten the go 
ahead score. They convert-
ed on two fourth downs and 
got the football down inside 
the Bearden 5-yard line. 
But a field goal attempt hit 
the upright with 1:30 to go.

Some shaky clock man-
agement gave Jefferson 
County one last chance 
at winning the game with 
one snap from the Bulldogs 
28-yard line with three sec-
onds left. But a hail mary 
pass was intercepted in 
the end zone as the clock 
struck zero, giving Bearden 
the stress-filled victory.

“Coming out of spring ball 
we felt like we had a good 
football team,” said Jones. 
“But with such a tough 
schedule we didn’t know 
what it would equate to in 
terms of wins and losses. 
But it isn’t a shock to us 
that we are still playing in 
the quarterfinals. We have 
good players and good play-
ers will win you ballgames.”

Next week the Bulldogs 
hit the road to face top-
ranked Bradley Central, a 
team they lost to 46-14 in 
the final week of the regular 
season. That win gave the 
Bears the region title.

“We will turn the page 
and try to come up with a 
good plan and go down and 
play against a really good 
team and see what we can 
do,” said Jones.

Bearden advances, 
beats Jefferson 
County 23-20

PHOTO BY TAMMY DAVIS KREGEL

Bearden coaches and players on the sideline view the ac-
tion on the field as the Bulldogs battle the Jefferson Coun-
ty Patriots. Bearden will be on the road again this Friday 
at unbeaten Bradley Central in a Class 6A state quarter-
final game.
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project turned out great as 
we had many volunteers 
and collected over 300 
books. I loved serving my 
community.”

Baxter’s service project 
had a similar theme and it 
too had a nice touch at the 
end.

“My service project was 
renovating a little garden 
that was full of weeds 
for the Wesley House 
in Lonsdale,” he said. 
“I cleaned out the area, 
pulled weeds and then I 
applied gravel on top of this 
and installed a bike rack.”         

Baxter went on to say his 
experiences as a Boy Scout 
over the years have helped 
him “branch out more to 

people” that he probably 
would not have gotten to 
know as well.

Johnson also said being 
a Boy Scout has given him 
an “appreciation of the out-
doors” with all of the trips 
his Troop took over the 
years. 

“I think that the BSA has 
provided me with different 
characteristics that have 
laid a foundation of lead-
ership and how to treat 
others,” added Baxter.

Wagner said by living the 
scout oath and scout law 
have helped shape him as 
a person. “Such principles 
as being trustworthy, loyal, 
friendly and helpful have 
translated to all aspects of 
my life,” he pointed out.

Jack also said such 
principles as “hard work 
and dedication” he has 
acquired by being a boy 
scout will be important to 
him in the future.

What ways are being a 
scout and athlete similar?

“It takes a lot of hard 
work and dedication to 
become an Eagle Scout,” 
answered Wagner. “It is 
not easy and requires a 
lot of follow through and 
teamwork as well as lead-
ership to get the Eagle proj-
ect complete. Similarly in 
sports, you have to work 

hard, be disciplined and 
show leadership to have 
success on the field.”

Baxter’s reply: “I think 
being a scout and an ath-
lete are similar in ways of 
showing work ethic. As a 
scout, you have to be com-
mitted and work at things 
that you may not be great 
at in order to achieve your 
goal of Eagle Scout. As an 
athlete, you really have 
to work hard to be able 
to achieve your end goals 
and never quit when things 
get tough in scouting or 
sports.”

SIGNING PERIODS
Division I Basketball (Early Period): Nov. 8 through Nov. 15.

Division I Basketball (Regular Period): April 17 through May 15.

Division I Football (Early Period): Dec. 20 through Dec. 22.

Division I and II Football (Midyear JC Transfer): Dec. 20 through 
Jan. 15.

Division I and II Football (Regular Period): Feb. 7 through April 1 
for Division I and Feb. 7 through Aug. 1 for Division II.

All other Division I and II Sports: Nov. 8 through Aug. 1.

quarterfinals.
Meanwhile, Knoxville 

Catholic (7-5) logged its 
second straight Division 
II-AAA post-season victo-
ry in school history as it 
won at Memphis University 
School 31-28.

Junior place-kicker Gavin 
Menard provided the win-
ning margin with his 
24-yard field goal as time 
expired.

Irish quarterback Jayden 
Neal passed for 394 yards 
and three touchdowns. 
Braylon Harmon and Tyreek 
King were the leading 
receivers, as both picked 
up over 150 yards through 

the air. King also tallied two 
TDs.

Catholic will face a 
tough assignment in the 
semifinals Friday night at 
Chattanooga Baylor, which 
beat the Irish 42-0 in the 
regular season finale.

MR. FOOTBALL 
TIME

The Tennessee Titans’ 
Mr. Football Awards will be 
presented to the top play-
ers in nine classifications 
of the TSSAA on Tuesday, 
Dec. 5 at Nissan Stadium. 
The top kicker in the state 
also will be recognized 
with a Mr. Football Award, 
regardless of classification.

Five semifinalists have 
been announced for each 
classification and the 
Kicker of the Year category.

Knox County has four 
semifinalists in the run-
ning. They are Steven 
Soles Jr. of Powell in Class 
5A, Markeis Barrett and 
Cooper Cameron of Webb 
in Division II-AA and Owen 
Taylor of Halls for Kicker of 
the Year.

POWELL ‘D’ 
PRAISED

Sevier County Coach 
Todd Loveday was asked 
what impressed him the 
most about Powell after 
Friday’s 31-7 loss to the 

Panthers.
“Overall team speed, 

especially on defense,” 
said Loveday. “Soon as the 
middle opens up, it closes 
pretty quick.

“They got a chance to do 
some damage for sure.”

GOOD FOR 
GOODALE

Senior running back 
Grayson Goodale filled 
three spots in the Catholic 
Superlatives’ Individual 
Categor y for Most 
Rushes: 21, Most Rushing 
Yards: 186, and Rushing 
Touchdowns: 4 in the 
Irishmen’s first-round play-
off win over Father Ryan.

Cont. from page 2

CROSS COUNTRYFor many, National Signing 
Day is the culmination of a 

long recruiting journey!

LOCAL COLLEGE 
SIGNEES

According to athletic directors at high schools 
in The Knoxville Focus’ coverage area, here’s 

a list of student-athletes who have signed or will be 
signing Letters of Intent in the National Signing 
period, which began Nov. 8 of the 2023-24 school 
year, and later will be enrolling in college for the 
2024-25 school year.

BEARDEN
Nyla Blue, women’s soccer, UT

Jaden Morrell, men’s golf, UT-Martin
Bre Mendoza, women’s soccer, Dayton

Lauren Spainhower, softball, Gardner Webb
Allie Seritt, softball, Walter State

Liv Stott, women’s soccer, UT
 

BEREAN CHRISTIAN
Celeste Hoaglund, volleyball, Johnson U.

 
CENTRAL

Andrew Hill, baseball, ETSU
Shelby Miler, softball, Bryan College
Drew Bolton, golf, Tennessee Tech

 
CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

Wesley Alig, baseball, Kennesaw St.
Kyla Hill, softball, Harding Univ.

Izzy Proffitt, basketball, Anderson Univ.
 

FARRAGUT
Brady Livingston, soccer, Lenoir-Rhyne      

Lauren Leslie, soccer, ETSU
Hailey Nichols, softball, Tusculum          
Addison Pressley, softball, Cornell          

Laney Shrader, softball, Roane State
Sydney Romer, golf, Roane State          
Owen Queener, golf, Roane State

Jake Merrick, baseball, UAB          
Braylon Hall, baseball,  Lee Univ.          

Lukas Buckner, baseball, Mississippi St.
Cade O'Leary, baseball, Mississippi St.          
Landis Davila, baseball, Mississippi St.          
Charlie Bozeman, baseball, Samford          
Brennon Seigler, baseball, Tennessee
Stratton Scott, baseball, Tennessee          

Matt Heflin, baseball, Ranger College          
Gavin Brewer, baseball, Cincinnati          

Eli Evans, baseball, ETSU          
Braxton Lewis, baseball, Tenn. Tech          

Ryan Wallace, baseball, Cleveland St.          
Ben Johnson, baseball, Cleveland St.          
Mason Grube, baseball, Alabama St.

 
FIRST BAPTIST ACADEMY

Cooper Roberts, golf, Trevecca Nazarene

FULTON
Sammy Taylor, women’s basketball, Furman

 
HALLS

Ethan Whitaker, golf, UT-Chattanooga 
Reagan Corvette, golf, Roane State 
Ava Garrett, women’s soccer, LMU

Brenna Hunley, softball, Walters State
 

HARDIN VALLEY
Maddie Archdale, cross country, UT

Tinsley Brown, volleyball, Morehead St.
Henry Ferguson, baseball, ETSU
Brady Nichol, diving, Air Force

Gracie Waite, track & field, Lee Univ.
Reese Wilson, soccer, Kentucky

 
KARNS

Abby Harris, track & field, Emory & Henry
Conner Clark, baseball, Union (KY)

 
KNOXVILLE CATHOLIC

Sydney Mains, basketball, Florida Atlantic
Addison Moss, soccer, Brevard College

Eleni Liakonis, tennis, Samford
Caroline Krueger, basketball, Milligan

Hudson Lutterman, baseball, Virgina Tech
Jack Judd, baseball, King University

Grant Tallent, baseball, Johnson University
 

WEBB
Blake Carter, baseball, Lipscomb Univ.

Colin Eckerman (CC / track & field), Furman
Anna Graves (CC / track & field), Furman
Palmer Sykes (women’s golf, Tenn. Tech)

(Schools which reported having no signees at 
this time: Austin-East, Fulton, Gibbs, L&N 

STEM, TSD, West.)
  

- Compiled by Steve Williams

Webb’s Wagner and Johnson honored 

Eagle Scouts Jack Wagner (left) and Baxter Johnson also 
played football this season for the Webb Spartans, who 
posted a 10-2 record.

By Steve Williams

Webb School’s Colin 
Eckerman didn’t just 
win the Division II-AA 
title at the recent TSSAA 
Cross Country State 
Championships; he set a 
new all-time state meet 
record of 14:51.54 over 
the 5,000-meter course 
at Sanders Ferry Park in 
Hendersonville.

Jack Bowen of McCallie 
came in as “the favorite 
to win,” said Webb Coach 
Bobby Holcombe, but fin-
ished a close second and 
Knoxville Catholic junior 
standout Keegan Smith 
placed third.

“We knew for Colin to 
win, he would have to do 
some aggressive stuff 
towards the end and he 
did,” said Holcombe.

“With about 600 meters 
to go, Colin was about 
three meters down and 
decided to go ahead and 
start his kick. He took off 
and regained contact with 
Jack with about 250 to go. 
Another surge was to go 
ahead and take the lead 
and then beat them at the 
end.”

It was definitely a break-
out win for Eckerman, who 
has come a long way in his 
high school cross country 
career.

“He got cut from the bas-
ketball team in his fresh-
man year and decided to 
come out for cross coun-
try,” Holcombe recalled. “In 
his very first race he was 

timed in 23 minutes, so 
we never knew in a million 
years this guy was going to 
go on and win state.

“His work ethic has been 
remarkable throughout the 
years.”

Colin has become a 
late-bloomer.

Coach Holcombe said 
just six months ago, 
Eckerman went to a state 
3200 championship meet 
and didn’t even qualify.

“It was a major chip on 
his shoulder that he wants 
to show that he belongs 
there (with the best),” said 
Holcombe. “He was deter-
mined this year and the 
goal was to win the race.

“When we set team 
goals back in August at 
team camp, and he said it 

all season, ‘I belong here. I 
can beat these guys.’”

He has signed with 
Furman, a Top 10 team in 
the nation.

Coach Holcombe also 
was pleased with his girls 
team’s state champion-
ship, the first since 2018 
and after four consecutive 
runner-up showings.

“The goal this year was 
to get our Top 5 runners in 
the Top 15 at the state and 
also win the race,” he said. 
“That was accomplished 
too.”

The Lady Spartans were 
without their No. 2 runner 
as senior Anna Graves was 
sidelined with a stress 
reaction in her foot, noted 
Holcombe.

That didn’t stop Graves, 

however, from being a 
team leader.

“She was still there as 
team captain and a great 
leader,” Holcombe said. 
“She’s a wonderful person 
to have on the field, but 
also great off the field and 
helps our team out.

“She would have loved 
to been out there run-
ning. The rest of the girls 
stepped up.

“After the race, she was 
excited for her teammates.”

Webb’s boys and girls will 
be competing in an upcom-
ing regional meet soon at 
Cary, N.C. that includes 
runners from eight states.

“We hope Anna can go to 
Cary and be able to run,” 
said Coach Holcombe.

Eckerman sets all-time state meet record

PHOTO BY BARRY HOUCHIN

The Eckerman family celebrate Colin Eckerman's Division II-AA victory in the TSSAA 
State Cross Country Championships this season. The Webb harrier also ran an all-time 
best time in the state meet.
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