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By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

A unanimous vote by the Knox 
County Commission approved 
the Young-Williams Animal 
Center to take over all aspects 
of animal control in Knox County 
and the city of Knoxville.

The vote approved the cen-
ter’s animal pickup and control 
beginning on April 1, 2024, and 
relieves the Knox County Sher-
iff’s Office and the city’s animal 
control officers. The city police 

and sheriff’s deputies will remain 
in the background and could be 
called on if needed. Current city 
and county animal control offi-
cers could possibly join the new 
division at the center.

When asked if YWAC would 
have the ability to respond to 
“livestock” calls, CEO Janet Tes-
terman replied, “We will.” She 
said the center is gearing up to 
assume the duties, hiring and 
training staff, and should be 
ready by April. She said the center 
has agreements with other agen-
cies, like Zoo Knoxville, to handle 

larger animals.
Commissioner Larsen Jay 

noted that both the sheriff and 
the city police chief “want this to 
happen” and told Testerman, “I 
hope they just don’t wash their 
hands of it.”

Under the terms of the agree-
ment, the county and the city 
will each compensate Young-Wil-
liams $157,045 for the first three 
months beginning in April. In 
addition, the county and the city 
will each compensate $92,680 
in personnel costs for 60 days 
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ARMSTRONG 
REMODELING

Water Damage • Drywall • Additions • Wall Moving • Flooring • Kitchens 

Bathrooms • Masonry • Carpentry • Decks • Fences • Plumbing • And more!

865-315-0630
Licensed, Bonded 
& Insured
FREE ESTIMATES

Call the remodeling professionals! From handyman projects to major renovations, we can do it!

2021 Toyota Rav4 Limited, Hybrid, AWD  $39,899
2021 Kia Seltos S AWD, Loaded!           $27,950
‘19 Ford Raptor SVT Crew cab, Local trade $56,990
2021 Subaru Forester Prm, AWD, 1 owner $27,990
‘21 Jeep Grand Cherokee Trailhawk, 4X4 $36,970

2022 Ford Escape 
10K miles, Ecoboost $27,960
Prices include $399 dock fee. Plus tax, 
tag and title. WAC. Dealer retains all re-
bates. Restrictions may apply. See Dealer 
for details. Prices good through next week.

By Ken Lay

Nine aspiring teachers were 
awarded scholarships from the 
Knox County Retired Teachers 
Association recently.

The scholarships were awarded 
to future educators by the associa-
tion at its annual Awards Ceremony 
and Luncheon on Thursday, Nov. 
16, at the Foundry at The World’s 
Fair Park Site in Downtown Knox-
ville.

The scholarships are given to 
offset expenses while the aspiring 
teachers are fulfilling their respec-
tive student-teaching require-
ments.

Lindsey Troop was awarded 

the Tom Underwood Scholarship. 
Jaydon Headrick was given the 
Reuben and Pat Hunter Scholar-
ship. The Colleen Bennett Scholar-
ship went to Kadijah Tinker.

The Bill Crosland Scholarship 
went to Rebecca Hemans. Kate-
lynn Jackson was awarded the 
Cindi Fuller Showalter Scholar-
ship. Ashley Martinez Santiago was 
awarded the Betty Berry Scholar-
ship.

The Don Loy Scholarship went to 
Tania Becerra. Kate Martinez San-
tiago was awarded the Earl Wells 
Scholarship and Andrea Byrd was 
awarded the Dan Williams Schol-
arship.

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

On Thursday, Decem-
ber 7, the nation pauses 
to remember Pearl Harbor 
Day and this year, the 
community of Powell 
has something special 
planned.

Larry Sharp, founder 
and president of the Vet-
erans Appreciation Pro-
gram, told The Focus that 
Medal of Honor recipient 
Sammy Lee Davis will be 
visiting as a guest of Dis-
abled American Veterans 
Chapter 24. Sharp said 
that Davis will address 

an assembly of Powell 
High School students on 
December 6 and a special 
lunch is planned on Pearl 
Harbor Day for honored 
guests. 

At the luncheon there 
will be a moment of 
silence at 12:55 p.m., or 
7:55 Honolulu time, in rec-
ognition of the 2,000 plus 
servicemen who lost their 
lives during the Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor on 
Dec. 7, 1941.

Powell High School has 
a monument to graduates 
killed in action.

By Ken Leinart
The latest chapter of Knoxville’s 

“Old City” was on display and open 
for comments Thursday afternoon, 
Nov. 16, during an open house at 
what is left of the McClung Ware-
house on Jackson Avenue near Knox-
ville’s Old City.

After years of neglect, the City 
of Knoxville acquired the McClung 
Warehouse properties in 2013, with 
the intent of managing rehabilitation 
of what was left of the series of red 
brick five- to seven-story warehouses, 
the oldest dating back to 1893.

Three buildings had been lost in 

a fire in 2007 and two more were 
destroyed seven years later in a fire 
in February 2014.

Much has happened since then 
and the significance of the remain-
ing McClung Warehouse building has 
become one of the focal points of 

Young-Williams Animal Center to take over animal control
Knox County Sheriff Tom 
Spangler spoke to the Knox 
County Commission last 
week about his department’s 
revamping its recruitment 
efforts and said 190 new or 
returning officers have been 
hired and an additional 
psychologist has been hired 
to help review applicants. 
He said the growing number 
of applicants has been a 
result of the team effort 
between his department and 
the merit board. Photo by 
Mike Steely.

City seeks public input for future 
of McClung Warehouse

PHOTO BY KEN LEINART

Knoxville historian Jack Neely examines proposals for the McClung Warehouse during Thursday night’s open house.

KCRTA awards nine scholarships at annual awards luncheon

Special guest to 
attend Powell’s 

Pearl Harbor Day 

Footage of Sgt. Sammy Davis being awarded the Medal 
of Honor by President Lyndon Johnson was used in the 
movie “Forrest Gump” with actor Tom Hanks’ image su-
perimposed over Sammy Davis’. Davis is a very special 
guest in the Powell Community for Pearl Harbor Day.

The Knox County Retired Teachers Association rewarded nine aspiring teachers scholarships at its an-
nual awards ceremony and scholarship luncheon on Thursday, Nov. 16 at The Foundry at the World’s 
Fair Park Site. The scholarships were awarded to help defer expenses incurred to student teaching in-
ternships.
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From a distance

By John J. Duncan Jr.
duncanj@knoxfocus.com

Sex On An Airplane – A Clean Story

WWW.MATLOCKTIRESERVICE.COM

Celebrating 69 
Years of Service, 

Dependability, Smooth 
Rides and Our Price 
Match Guarantee! 

FARRAGUT
10730 Kingston Pike

865-966-0425

MARYVILLE
723 S Foothills Plaza

865-983-0741

HARDIN VALLEY
10838 Hardin Valley Rd

865-248-2340

LENOIR CITY
1301 Hwy 321 N

865-986-6533

ATHENS
201 S Congress Pkwy

423-744-9828

By Dr. Harold A. Black
blackh@knoxfocus.com
haroldblackphd.com

Whither the two party system?

Cont. from page 1

I would like to invite you 
to attend a program about 
my career and a book sign-
ing at the Howard Baker 
Center at UT from 4 p.m. – 
5 p.m. on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 5.

I have written a book 
about my early life, my law 

practice, judgeship, and 
mostly about my 30 years 
in Congress. It is entitled 
“From Batboy To Congress-
man – 30 years in the U.S. 
House.”

In my career, I had many 
strange, funny and unusual 
things happen. My book is 
about 160 pages with 203 
short stories or vignettes 
about my career. Some are 
serious, some are humor-
ous, all are true and all 
were written by me – no 
ghostwriter.

I have stories like sex on 
an airplane (a clean story), 
desperate housewives, 
when some Baptists stole 
the airport toilet paper, the 

only time the word “urinat-
ed” was used in an obitu-
ary, etc.

You will learn what 
Howard Baker’s favorite 
story was and what Lamar 
Alexander said was the 
worst job in Tennessee. 
You will get a big laugh out 
of what my late wife said 
to Donald Trump when he 
called to thank me for my 
endorsement.

It is almost worth the 
price of the book to read 
the email I got from a little 
boy in Knoxville who asked 
if he got 2,000,000 signa-
tures, would I do away with 
homework.

You will read about why 

I didn’t run for the U.S. 
Senate, even though I was 
offered several million dol-
lars to do so. And what I 
said about moving the Capi-
tol to Knoxville so I could 
run for governor.

There are stories about 
all the presidents with 
whom I served and serious 
comments about trying to 
get along with Democrats 
so I could get things done 
for my District.

I had a fascinating law 
practice and judgeship 
for 16 years before going 
to Congress. I tried cases 
involving James Earl Ray 
and the famous madam 
Hazel Davidson when I was 

a judge.
You will read about the 

Perry Mason ending to my 
very first case as a young 
lawyer – a first degree 
murder case.

Anyone interested in law, 
politics, Tennessee histo-
ry, and even sports would 
enjoy my book. It would 
make a very nice Christmas 
present.

The retail price of the 
book is $24.95 plus tax, 
but the UT Press allows 
me to sell the book for $20, 
including the sales tax, a 
savings of over $7.00 and 
some cents.

I hope you will come and 
bring your spouse, friend, 

or child – young or old – to 
my book signing.

Several people who have 
read the book have told 
me it is just like I was sit-
ting there telling these sto-
ries directly to them. A man 
from Kentucky who I do 
not know wrote to say that 
when he heard about my 
book “I knew I wanted to 
read it. I liked it even better 
than I expected.” He said 
his wife then “read it and 
enjoyed it, too.”

I believe everyone would 
enjoy my book. If you don’t 
enjoy it, I will give you your 
money back – but you 
would have to pass a lie 
detector test first.

Current events 
have opened up 
differences that 
pose existential 
threats to both 
the Republican 
and Democrat 
parties. For the 
Republicans the 
speaker mess 
has exposed 
pure venom 
being directed at the eight 
who toppled Kevin McCar-
thy. There is considerable 
friction among Republican 
members over continued 
funding for Ukraine. The 
new Speaker, Mike John-
son voted against supple-
mental funding for Ukraine. 
The question is whether 
the Republicans can come 
together and act as a party 
or will they continue to con-
duct a circular firing squad. 
One outcome is for the right 
wing of the party to splinter 
off into a new party. A close 
friend suggested the name 
Whigs 2.0 which is brilliant. 
But let’s call it the Conser-
vative Party.

For the Democrats, the 
schism is over Israel. The 
“progressives” have come 
to the aid of Hamas under 
the guise of protecting the 
Palestinians. They have 
protested in rallies with 

the pro-Palestin-
ian groups con-
demning Israel 
and calling for a 
ceasefire – which 
would only serve 
to save Hamas 
from the Israelis’ 
vengeance. At 
many of the ral-
lies, some have 
carried swas-

tikas. Previously, when 
white supremacists would 
brandish swastikas, the 
press was full of pictures 
and talking heads on CNN 
and MSNBC who would lit-
erally go crazy. Now that 
the anti-Israeli student 
organizations and groups 
are waving swastikas and 
calling for the elimination 
of Israel itself – the chant 
from river to sea – criticism 
from the media is totally 
absent. AOC, the Squad, 
the Democratic Socialists 
of America and Antifa have 
more in common with the 
Aryan Brotherhood and the 
American Nazi Party than 
they want to admit.

The rift amongst the 
Democrats showed in the 
vote in the House to sup-
port Israel and condemn 
Hamas. The vote was 410-
10-6. Nine of the no votes 
were all the usual suspects: 

Rashida Tlaib, Cori Bush, 
Jamaal Bowman, Andre 
Carson, Al Green, Summer 
Lee, AOC, Ilhan Omar and 
Delia Ramirez. Some were 
totally disingenuous when 
they said they opposed the 
resolution because it did 
not mention a two-state 
solution. Either they are 
ignorant or think that we 
are because the Palestin-
ians themselves reject the 
two-state solution. All 15 
were members of the pro-
gressive caucus. Fifteen 
of the 16 are “people of 
color.” The other nay vote 
was from Thomas Massie 
(R-KY) who supported 
Israel but voted no because 
he craves publicity.

The divisions in the 
Democrats came front 
and center when Josh Got-
theimer (D-NJ) said “Last 
night, 15 of my Demo-
cratic colleagues voted 
against standing with our 
ally Israel and condemn-
ing Hamas terrorists who 
brutally murdered, raped 
and kidnapped babies, 
children, men, women and 
elderly, including Ameri-
cans. They are despicable 
and do not speak for our 
party.” This provoked one 
of the “Hamas Caucus” 
Andre Carson (D-IN) to call 

Gottheimer a punk. Do you 
think reconciliation is pos-
sible between these two. 
Moreover, Debbie Was-
serman Schultz (D-FL) 
said, “Someone who votes 
against this doesn’t have 
a soul.”

The anti-Israelis in the 
Democratic party are not 
limited to the Congress. 
In North Carolina, a reso-
lution passed unanimous-
ly only because the Dem-
ocratic members walked 
out before the vote. Jewish 
legislators see this and 
have been critical of their 
“progressive” colleagues. 
Many comments are scath-
ing. One wonders what is 
being said in private. Why 
are the majority of Jews 
Democrats when Israel’s 
most vocal critics tend to 
be on the left? I have not 
heard of a single Republi-
can coming to the defense 
of Hamas. Some like Lind-
say Graham favor bombing 
Hamas. But then again, 
Lindsey Graham is in favor 
of bombing everyone.

Even the far left is splin-
tering as one of the lead-
ers of the Democratic 
Socialists of America has 
resigned over that organi-
zation’s support of Hamas. 
Expect the Jews to scale 
back their financial sup-
port of Democrats and 
splinter the legislative cau-
cuses. Perhaps the anti-
Israeli faction will leave the 
party and create their own 
political party. Omar, Tlaib, 
Pressley, Bowman and AOC 
would likely be more com-
fortable in a party than in 
one with Steve Cohen and 
Chuck Schumer. Let’s call it 
the Progressive Party.

It is likely that the Con-
servative Party would 
siphon off 20 percent of 
the Republicans and the 
Progressive Party would 
garner 20 percent of the 
Democrats. That would 
give us four parties with 
enough supporters to influ-
ence elections and could 
lead to a coalition govern-
ment. Those governments 
make for strange bedfel-
lows. Just look at Europe.

“Veterans Appreciation 
Program is my little orga-
nization that links busi-
ness discounts with vet-
erans,” Sharp said. He 
worked with other orga-
nizations, like Wreaths 
Across America, Disabled 
Veterans Chapter 24, and 
Vietnam Veterans to help 
recognize and honor mili-
tary veterans.

“I’ve headed the Pearl 
Harbor Day program for 
the last five years and it is 
an honor to have Sammy 
David here. State Repre-
sentative Michelle Carrin-
ger was instrumental in 
getting him here as our 

speaker,” Sharp said.
Sergeant Sammy Davis 

fought off an attack in 
Vietnam, saving sever-
al of his fellow soldiers 
although injured him-
self. He was awarded the 
Medal of Honor by Pres-
ident Lyndon Johnson in 
1968 for his heroic actions 
in November 1967. Many 
refer to Davis as the “true 
Forrest Gump” as the orig-
inal footage of his medal 
ceremony was adapted for 
the movie.

“It is a huge privilege 
to have a Medal of Honor 
recipient here for Pearl 
Harbor Day,” Sharp said.

Pearl Harbor Day 

of hiring and training.  The 
county and the city will 
then each compensate 
$628,178 for the first full 
year of the contract begin-
ning July 1, 2024, with a 
2% increase per year for 
the next two years of the 
agreement.

Each will make a 

payment of $166,000 
within 90 days of execu-
tion of the agreement 
for one-time purchases 
specific to the transition. 
Upon execution of the con-
tract or any subsequent 
renewal, Young-Williams 
will submit an invoice to 
the city and county for 
payment, no earlier than 
July 1 of each fiscal year.

Cont. from page 1

Young-Williams 

PHOTO BY MIKE STEELY.

Larry Sharp’s program on Pearl Harbor Day in Pow-
ell will feature Sgt. Sammy Davis, a Medal of Honor 
Winner. Sharp is shown here showing the book about 
Davis’ life. 
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FOR MORE DETAILS, TERMS & ONLINE BIDDING
VISIT: www.powellauction.com

Auction & Realty, LLC

6729 Pleasant Ridge Road
Knoxville, TN 37921

865-938-3403
K e n n y  P h i l l i p s ,  A u c t i o n e e r  -  L i c  #  2 3 8 5

 ONLINE ONLY REAL ESTATE AUCTION
KNOX COUNTY SURPLUS 

DELINQUENT TAX PROPERTIES
48 PROPERTIES TO BE SOLD!
BIDDING BEGINS TO CLOSE: 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13TH AT 12PM-NOON (ET)

Rosalynn Carter: 
A Life Well Lived
The passing of Rosalynn 

Carter is a reminder of a 
life well lived.  Married to 
her husband Jimmy for an 
incredible 77 years, Mrs. 
Carter passed away peace-
fully with much of her family 
by her side at age 96. 

“Rosalynn was my equal 
partner in everything 
I ever accomplished,” 
former President Jimmy 
Carter said in a statement 
released by the Carter 
Center.  “She gave me wise 
guidance and encourage-
ment when I needed it.  As 
long as Rosalynn was in the 
world, I always knew some-
body loved and supported 
me.”  It was a tender and 
touching statement from a 
devoted partner. 

Like Herbert Hoover 
before him, Jimmy Carter 
served a single term as 
president, his term of office 
pockmarked with a series 
of problems including the 
hostage crisis in Iran and 
rising energy prices and 
crippling inflation.  Carter 
did manage to broker 
an important agreement 
between Israel and Egypt, 
bitter enemies until that 
time, which lasts to this 
day.  Faced with an upris-
ing in his own party led by 
Ted Kennedy and defeat-
ed in a landslide by Ronald 
Reagan in 1980, the Cart-
ers went home to Georgia.

Throughout the difficul-
ties of his life and presiden-
cy, Jimmy Carter was for-
tunate to have Rosalynn 
with him.  Faced with life 
after the White House, the 
couple created The Carter 
Center in Atlanta which 
they announced was cre-
ated to “wage peace, fight 
disease and build hope.”  
From most politicians, it 
would have been mere slo-
ganeering.  From Rosalynn 
and Jimmy Carter, it had 
the ring of genuine truth.

Rosalynn, like her hus-
band, remained among the 
most modest of occupants 
of the White House and 
joined friends and neigh-
bors when pitching in to 

building homes for Habitat 
for Humanity. 

A gentle woman, Rosal-
ynn Carter was capable 
of being outspoken in her 
beliefs and was always 
firm in her own convictions.  
Unfortunately, we live in an 
age when partisanship pre-
vents us all too often from 
acting like Christians and 
acknowledging the good in 
those who don’t share our 
political beliefs.  Rosal-
ynn Carter was a woman 
of quiet grace and digni-
ty, who throughout her life 
exemplified the very soul 
of a woman who loved and 
supported her husband, 
family, and most of all, her 
God throughout her 96 
years of life.

Justice Roger 
Page Announces 

Retirement
Tennessee Supreme 

Court Justice Roger Page 
has announced he will 
retire from the court next 
year.  Tennessee’s State 
Constitution bars more 
than two justices to reside 
in any of our Grand Divi-
sions.  There are present-
ly two sitting justices from 
Middle Tennessee, while 
two others come from 
West and East, which is our 
own Dwight Tarwater from 

Knoxville.  That means Gov-
ernor Bill Lee will have to 
appoint a candidate from 
either East or West Ten-
nessee when Justice Page 
resigns his seat.

Roger Page first entered 
the judiciary after being 
appointed to the Ten-
nessee Court of Criminal 
Appeals by Governor Bill 
Haslam.  At the time of his 
appointment, Page was a 
judge of the circuit court 
for Chester, Henderson 
and Madison counties.  It 
was also Governor Haslam 
who appointed Page to the 
Tennessee State Supreme 
Court in 2016. 

Senator Taylor 
Asks Governor 

Lee To Help WIth 
Rising Crime In 

Shelby County and 
Memphis

Governor Bill Lee has 
announced he has ordered 
an increased presence in 
Shelby County because of 
the increase in crime in 
Memphis.  The governor’s 
office said “approximate-
ly 40 additional troopers” 
were being sent to Mem-
phis beginning last week.  
Between 15-20 more 
troopers from other dis-
tricts across Tennessee will 

augment those being sent 
to Memphis “for the fore-
seeable future.” 

The governor acknowl-
edged rising crime in the 
country but told Memphis 
and Shelby County offi-
cials, “At the same time, 
local officials must carry 
out their responsibility to 
uphold the law and hold 
criminals accountable, 
without resorting to soft 
on crime plea deals that 
have serious consequenc-
es and too-often result in 
more crime and more vic-
tims.”

Lee’s actions follow a 
letter sent by state Senator 
Brent Taylor of Memphis, 
who pleaded directly with 
the governor to help with 
the rising crime in Shelby 
County and Memphis. 

Taylor’s letter came 
after Alexander Bulakhov, 
a researcher for St. Jude’s 
Hospital, was murdered 
in Downtown Memphis 
on Sunday, November 12, 
while trying to protect his 
wife from criminals.  Within 
24 hours, police had arrest-
ed Brandy Rucker, 22, and 
Marious Ward, 23, and the 
two were charged with first 
degree murder for the kill-
ing of Alexander Bulakhov. 

Bulakhov, his wife and 
their 2-year-old daughter 
were out for a walk around 

8 p.m. when a man wearing 
a hoodie, ripped jeans and 
a ski mask approached the 
young family, waving a gun.  
Later identified as Marious 
Ward, the robber demand-
ed “property” and Bulakhov 
responded by handing over 
his wallet.  Then Ward alleg-
edly turned to Mrs. Bulak-
hov, pointing the gun at her 
and demanded more prop-
erty.  That is when Bulak-
hov began to struggle in 
an effort to protect his 
wife and either the gunman 
fired or the weapon went 
off, shooting the young 
researcher.  The suspects 
jumped into a white Toyota 
Camry and sped off. 

The crime has rightly out-
raged Memphians.

Happy 
Thanksgiving!

We here at The Knoxville 
Focus hope you and your 
family enjoyed a wonder-
ful Thanksgiving holiday.  
We hope you experienced 
every happiness and have 
much to be thankful for.  
The Knoxville Focus family 
is very grateful to you, our 
readers.  We thank you for 
reading The Focus.

Want to hear what it’s like being on 
the floor when no one can agree?

Join Congressman John J. Duncan Jr. for an 
exclusive book signing and hear about his 
Congressional experiences and how they 

relate to today’s current crises.

Tuesday, December 5th, 2023 I 4:00pm
Toyota Auditorium, The Baker School
Please RSVP to bakerschool@utk.edu.

Parking available at Vol Hall.

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

A split vote by the Knox 
County Commission last 
week awarded a new 5-year 
contract to American Med-
ical Response for emer-
gency ambulance service 
in Knox County. The com-
pany had many problems 
in response and wait times 
in recent years and several 
commissioners, including 
some who voted in the 7-4 
approval, had reservations 
about the company.

The “No” votes came from 
Commissioners Larsen Jay, 
Kim Frazier, Kyle Ward and 
John Schoonmaker.

Schoonmaker noted that 
approval will grant AMR a 
$172,000 per month sti-
pend payment from the 
county. He also noted that 
fines for violating response 
or hospital wait times could 
be paid by AMR from those 
allocated county funds.

“I feel like we’ve taken 
a step backwards with the 
contract,” Schoonmaker 
said.

Three other companies 
bid on providing emergen-
cy medical services to the 
county and a study by an 
outside consulting firm and 
a review by a committee 
appointed by Mayor Glenn 
Jacobs both recommended 

AMR. Several commission-
ers were frustrated that the 
commission was not includ-
ed in the review nor was 
the city of Knoxville’s Fire 
Department.

Commissioner Carson 
Dailey, who voted for the 
contract, said the com-
mission “will have an out” 
if AMR fails in its agree-
ment and added, “One year 
will let us know.” AMR has 
agreed to submit regular 
reports on its service.

“’We are cornered, it’s 
Yes or No,” Jay said, adding, 
“I’ve lost confidence in 
AMR.”

“We need a contract,” 
said Commissioner Richie 
Beeler, who spoke of the 
contract and said, “I think 
it’s better” and that he 
trusts Mayor Jacobs and 
the approval recommenda-
tions.

Chairwoman Terry Hill 
said the new contract 
“doesn’t feel quite right” but 
spoke of safeguards in the 
agreement but also noted 
that the commission was 
not included in the review 
of the contract and was 
unable to change it.

The new ambulance ser-
vice agreement, which will 
now be dispatched by the 
county’s E-911 service, will 
begin on February 1.

AMR hired as ambulance provider in split vote 

Knox County District 9 Commissioner Carson Dailey was honored last week with a proclamation by Knox County 
Mayor Glenn Jacobs and his fellow commissioners. Dailey was chosen as East Tennessee Commissioner of the Year by 
the Tennessee County Commissioners Association for his service and advocacy to preserve natural beauty in his dis-
trict. His civic involvement, service on the Knox County Ethics and the Fire and Technical Rescue committees, and his 
leadership was recognized with the Ralph Puckett Award. Monday, November 20, was proclaimed by Mayor Jacobs as 
“Carson Dailey Day.”
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By Ken Leinart

The Lantern at Morning Pointe 
made a significant investment in 
Knox County’s Hardin Valley com-
munity some two years ago.

Wednesday, Nov. 15, they solid-
ified that commitment with the 
groundbreaking for a 60-unit 
complex adjacent to its current 
assisted living/Alzheimer’s care 
facility in Hardin Valley on Reagan 
Road.

“It almost seems like Ground-
hog Day. We were here not too 
long ago when we opened the 
building adjacent to this site 
here and prior to that we had a 
groundbreaking (for that site),” 
Greg Vital, president of Morning 
Pointe Senior Living said.

There are investments usually 
driven by economics. By revenue. 
By taxes gained for a county.

To an extent, that’s true.
The new Lantern at Morn-

ing Pointe of Hardin Valley will 
create approximately 60 perma-
nent healthcare positions and is 
estimated to have an econom-
ic impact of more than $25 mil-
lion annually, considering payroll, 
property taxes and local purchase 
of goods and services.

Those numbers are provided by 
the Lantern at Morning Pointe’s 
official website.

But there are other investments 
— not driven by economics, but 
driven by something higher.

“Most of the time I get up and 
talk about the economic value of 
a project like this,” Senior Vice 
President of Investor Develop-
ment of the Knoxville Chamber 
of Commerce Mark Field said.

“I talk about the amount of cap-
ital investment that’s made, talk 
about the amount of people who 
are going to be employed gainfully 
in our community.”

But Field said, “They (Morning 

Pointe) don’t just care about the 
economics in our community. 
They care about the quality of life 
in our community.”

He added that businesses and 
industries looking to locate in 
Knox County also look at “qual-
ity of life.” 

Facilities such as the Hardin 
Valley campus show a commit-
ment to the quality of life in Knox 
County, he said.

County Commissioner Kim Fra-
zier said she holds a personal 
connection with the new facility.

She said she is the daughter 

and granddaughter of “loved ones 
experiencing memory loss,” and 
she is “so grateful for the team 
at Morning Pointe.”

For many, like Frazier, the com-
mitment from Morning Pointe and 
its new facility, offer hope and a 
sense of “self and belonging,” 
because the residents of Morn-
ing Pointe’s facilities, “had a life, 
they had a career, and they had 
a dream.”

The new facility will be dedi-
cated to the care of those with 
Alzheimer’s and dementia.

Vital said Morning Pointe’s 

success with memory care was 
in large part due to the support of 
Alzheimer’s Tennessee, who had 
a spokesperson at the ground-
breaking.

Vital said when the 60-unit facil-
ity is open, those currently resid-
ing in the Morning Pointe facility 
at Hardin Valley will be moved to 
the new memory facility.

The new facility will solely 
serve Alzheimer’s and dementia 
patients. The current facility at 
the Hardin Valley campus will be 
for assisted living seniors.

The Chattanooga-based senior 

health care company develops, 
owns, and manages 38 assist-
ed living and “Lantern” Alzheim-
er’s memory care facilities in five 
states.

“Chattanooga is our ‘Home,’’ 
Vital said. “But our real ‘Home’ is 
with the states we serve.’

Those states include Tennes-
see, Kentucky, Alabama, Georgia 
and Indiana.

The Hardin Valley campus is the 
10th community in East Tennes-
see and the 24th Morning Pointe 
home in the state.

Cont. from page 1

FOR MORE DETAILS, TERMS & ONLINE BIDDING VISIT: 
www.powellauction.com

Auction & Realty, LLC

6729 Pleasant Ridge Road
Knoxville, TN 37921

865-938-3403

K e n n y  P h i l l i p s ,  A u c t i o n e e r  -  L i c  #  2 3 8 5

 O N L I N E  O N L Y  
R E A L  E S T A T E  A U C T I O N
9020 BASS LANE | KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

BIDDING BEGINS TO CLOSE:
Friday, December 1st at 12:00PM-Noon (ET)

Beautiful all-brick 2-story cape cod style home
sitting on 5+/- acres

Approx. 4226 Total SF
1805 SF - Main level | 2421 SF - Upstairs

3 bedrooms & 2.5 bathrooms

Conveniently located to Northshore Drive,
Pellissippi Parkway & Northshore Town Center

Very private setting with phenomenal views

Located in Windfield Estates Subdivision

Knox County Parcel/Tax ID: 155  00126

OPEN HOUSE:
Wednesday, November 29th from 2-4PM 

City seeks public input for 
future of McClung Warehouse

growth in the Old City.
“The location is unique, 

it’s challenging, and it’s 
an opportunity,”  Rebekah 
Jane Justice, Knoxville’s 
Chief of Urban Design and 
Development, said.

“People want to see what 
can happen with this site. 
There is an opportunity for 
housing, some retail, proj-
ects to really enliven the 
space.”

Bordered by cafes, 
pubs, and restaurants, the 
McClung Warehouse site is 
prime property to help this 
part of Knoxville bloom.

And it’s not just the site 
and its neighbors that 
make it so.

On the other end of Jack-
son Avenue, another proj-
ect is underway that will 
redesign Knoxville’s Old 
City.

A new home for the Ten-
nessee Smokies AA base-
ball team is scheduled to 
open for the 2025 baseball 
season.

“It’s an exciting time for 
Knoxville,” Justice said.

Justice said the city 
“hoped” to get at least 100 
surveys from Knoxvillians 
who attended the open 
house.

“This is a community 
input session for redevel-
opment opportunities,” she 
said. “Everybody has been 
really excited and looking 
forward to this meeting 
and we’re hoping for 100s 
of surveys to be completed.

“We will use this input to 
help guide a master plan 
that the city will market for 
an RFP.”

A request for proposal 
(RFP) is a business docu-
ment that announces a 
project, describes it, and 
solicits bids from qualified 
contractors to complete it. 

Most organizations prefer 
to launch their projects 
using RFPs, and many gov-
ernments always use them.

Thirty minutes into the 
open house more than 50 
surveys had been filled out. 
The event lasted from 4 - 
6:30 p.m.

Justice said the survey is 
also available through the 
city’s website and will be for 
6 - 8 weeks.

“We have a lot of interest 
in developing in our com-
munity right now. These 
two projects, the stadi-
um and the McClung proj-
ect are kind of filling in the 
edges of our downtown. 
It’s exciting to see,” Justice 
said.

Thursday’s event looked 
to the future, but it also 
plays into Knoxville’s rich 
history.

C. M. McClung & Com-
pany was a wholesale and 
mail-order supplier of hard-
ware, stoves, and other 
goods, with its business 
based on Jackson Avenue.

The company dates 
back to 1820 when James 
Cowan started a gener-
al store on Gay Street. 
In 1859 this enterprise 
became the firm of Cowan, 
McClung, & Company. 

In 1884, Calvin Morgan 
McClung bought the busi-
ness’s wholesale hardware 
division, which he named 
after himself. The first Jack-
son Avenue warehouses 
were built in 1893. The 
company went out of busi-
ness in 1971.

Jack Neely of the “Old 
City Association” has a 
comprehensive history of 
the “Old City” at oldcityk-
noxville.org

Monitoring the histori-
cal aspect of the McClung 
Warehouse development, 
members of the Knoxville 

Heritage Foundation 
attended the open house.

Though not an official 
spokesperson for the foun-
dation, member Christine 
Cloninger said, “Obviously 
we’re excited to see devel-
opment (of the McClung 
Warehouse site). We hope 
it pays homage to what this 
area was.”

The McClung Warehouse 
project has been underway 
since the city acquired the 
property, but when the sta-
dium project began it took 
on a new sense of purpose.

“Complicated? It varies,” 
Justice said of similar proj-
ects the city has undertak-
en. “We’ve done it a few 
times and it’s always a little 
bit different. Each project 
has its own set of unique 
parameters. 

And the McClung proj-
ect?

“It is. It’s pretty complex,” 
she said.

A press release from 
the City of Knoxville noted: 
“The historical significance 
of the McClung Warehouse 
site cannot be overstated: 
With its location adjacent 
to the railroad, it was criti-
cally important to the early 
economy of Knoxville. It’s 
a major downtown corridor 
today – clearly visible from 
Interstate 40 – and its next 
chapter will make a state-
ment about the future of 
the city.

“Since then, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
funded an environmental 
cleanup of the site, and a 
large part of the property 
was converted into a well-
used public parking lot. The 
City invested $8.7 million in 
2019 and 2020 to replace 
and preserve parts of the 
historic Jackson Avenue 
Ramps at Gay Street.”

New Lantern to shine for seniors in Hardin Valley

Taking part in the groundbreaking of Phase II of the Morning Pointe campus in Hardin Valley, were representatives from government, the 
private sector and advocates for memory loss care. Those included a members of the contracting team, ETSB LLC, of Harrison, Tenn.; CEO 
of Morning Pointe Senior Living Franklin Farrow (second from left); Riley Lovinggood of Senator Bill Hagerty’s office (third from left); Mark 
Field, senior vice president of investor development with the Knox County Chamber of Commerce; Greg A. Vital, president of Morning Pointe 
Senior Living; Knox County Commissioner Kim Frazier; Janice Wade-Whitehead, president and CEO of Alzheimer’s Tennessee; Rodney Hollo-
man, pastor of Hardin Valley Church; and Kevin Parton, Knox County Health Department Senior Director (far right).
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Cultural Marxism

Continue on page 4

Contact Lynn Pique 
at 865.640.4595 to 
schedule your tour.

Serving the greater Knoxville area with a specialized Assisted Living & 
Memory Care team delivering unrivaled person-centered care.

War is hell. War is cruel-
ty. There is no use trying to 
reform it. The crueler it is, 
the sooner it will be over.

Wil l iam Tecumseh 
Sherman

Like many Americans I 
was horrified by the Hamas 
terrorist attacks October 7, 
2023. There are no rational 
excuses for such savagery, 
despite attempts of leftists 
to justify Hamas. The sav-
agery of Hamas is not war. 
It is terrorism. Savagery 
is the only word that can 
describe the slaughter of 
civilians and children, tor-
ture, rape and kidnapping. 

Wars are always tragic 
and it is inevitable that inno-
cents will suffer. However, 
the war between Israel 
and Hamas has exposed 
an even deeper festering 
wound. As a doctor, I have 
removed bandages and 
discovered even worse 
disease. The British word 
“gobsmacked” described 
my reaction to the fetid 
wound of anti-Semitism 
displayed in cities across 
America, around the world 

and in American colleges.
I don’t consider myself 

naive or uninformed. I’ll 
admit I’m far from perfect 
and sometimes less toler-
ant of people or perspec-
tives with which I disagree. 
But that is not bigotry. There 
is a difference between 
judgment and condemna-
tion based on race, religion 
or creed. And antisemitism 
is no response to Israel’s 
war for survival.  

I am a WASP, a white, 
Anglo-Saxon, protestant. 
If I had been born else-
where my journey would 
have been different. The 
point is we all have biases 
which can be controlled 
by reason, education and 
tolerance, but never erad-
icated. And enculturated 
prejudice produces deep 
wounds which ultimately 
fester.

I grew up in the south 
in the 1960s during the 
Civil Rights movement. It is 
wrong to condemn some-
one because of their skin 
color. And it is just as wrong 
to condemn someone 
because of their religion or 

ethnic background, even 
their nationality. I agree 
with Dr. Martin Luther King: 
a person should be judged 
on their character.

For a long time I’ve been 
puzzled by antisemitism. 
The Jewish people I know 
seem to be fine Americans, 
and it is disturbing to now 
drive down Kingston Pike 
and see police cars in 
front of Temple Bethel 
and Heska Amuna to pro-
tect these synagogues and 
Jews. In recent columns, 
I’ve written about the origin 
of the terms Jew, Palestine 
and pogroms. 

Dennis Prager is Jewish, 
a writer and the origina-
tor of PragerU, a website 
which I highly recommend. 
The internist in me search-
es for the cause of ill-
ness, but also why things 
happen. Years ago Prager 
wrote about the causes of 
antisemitism in his book 
“The Chosen” (not to be 
confused with the recent 
TV series). 

Did antisemitism arise 
because Jews crucified 
Jesus? Actually, it was the 
Roman government who 
crucified my Lord to keep 
peace among the fractious 
first century population 
in Jerusalem. We’ve seen 
the scapegoat argument 
in Nazi Germany. Hamas 
attempts to justify their 
perversions on xenopho-
bic racism, but no rational 
person can embrace this. 
And Prager discounts eco-
nomic factors, although 
Jewish people are often 
highly educated, motivated 

and successful, and their 
wealth sometimes pro-
vokes envy. 

Prager argues that the 
principle cause for anti-
semitism is their Biblical 
moniker, the “chosen 
people’’ because this sets 
them apart from gentiles 
(non Jewish people). That 
sense of separateness 
has sustained them and 
yet separates them from 
the communities in which 
they live. Judaism is often 
perceived as both a reli-
gion and a “nation.” The 
same argument was made 
with John F. Kennedy’s 
Catholicism.  

Clashes over land and 
between cultures and 
religions have occurred 
throughout recorded time. 
But the current war in the 
Middle East has suggest-
ed to me a more primal 
force at work within the 
soul of civilized man. Its 
name is cultural Marxism. 
And like a sycamore tree, 
when it’s been shown to 
you, you begin to see them 
everywhere. 

Karl Marx described eco-
nomic class warfare in his 
19th century book “Das 
Kapital.” The Bolsheviks led 
the Russian Revolution and 
adopted Marxism in order 
to establish a “worker’s 
paradise.” It never worked, 
but the radical ideas 
spread among intellectu-
als in Europe, notably in 
Germany and Italy. With the 
rise of the anti-communist 
fascists in Nazi Germany, 
communist intellectu-
als of Frankfurt University 

fled to the US. There they 
established themselves as 
“educators” at Columbia 
University where they devel-
oped cultural marxism, and 
then spread their ideas to 
Harvard, Chicago, Berkeley 
and numerous small teach-
er colleges.

There are many paths to 
transform a society. One 
is through violent revolu-
tion, another is the “long 
march through the institu-
tions” as articulated by the 
Italian communist Antonio 
Gramsci. The Frankfurt 
school chose the latter 
as a way to “transform 
America,” a phrase used 
by Obama. 

The neo-Marxism of 
today has expanded from 
economic class warfare 
to, for instance, racial 
class warfare, as in BLM. 
Everything in Marxism is 
framed in terms of oppres-
sor and the oppressed, 
such as racial minori-
ties, even sexual minori-
ties of LGTB+. As a result, 
the Osama bin Laden 
letter circulated on TikTok 
spewing anti-American 
vitriol and Hamas sympa-
thizers have all glommed 
onto the Marxist ideolo-
gy. Increasingly radical, 
useful idiots in universities 
and street “intellectuals” 
march to bring down the 
white patriarchy, Israel or 
anyone who disagrees with 
their intolerant views. 

Some minorities like 
Hamas should be sup-
pressed, and anyone 
who supports their atroci-
ties should be branded a 

pariah. The illogic of today’s 
cultural Marxist is the iden-
tification of Israel as an 
oppressor, when in reality 
this small island of Judaism 
exists within an ocean of 
hostile Arab nations. 

I admit my bias. I reject 
Marxism in all its iterations. 
I am an American and a 
Christian, but neither plays 
a role in my rejection of 
Hamas’ savagery against 
civilized mankind.

The apostle Paul was 
said to be “a Jew’s, Jew.” 
He was a Pharisee and 
trained by the scholar 
Gamaliel. Yet, he persecut-
ed the followers of Jesus 
until he encountered the 
risen Christ. He then spent 
the rest of his life as the 
foremost apologist for 
Christianity, particularly wit-
nessing to gentiles like me. 

In Paul’s letter to the 
Romans (11:17-19) he uses 
the metaphor of grafting a 
“wild, olive shoot” onto an 
olive tree, to represent the 
incorporation of gentiles 
into the community of the 
faithful. So, in a philosoph-
ical and theological sense, 
Christ grafted me into the 
lineage of Judaism and I 
emerged Judeo-Christian. 

So to paraphrase Paul, 
I will speak the truth, fight 
the good fight, keep the 
faith and finish the race no 
matter the consequenc-
es. Join me in this struggle 
against cultural Marxism 
and the devilish forces of 
darkness.

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Dale Nichols is a Dollywood 
Santa Claus. My wife and I met 
him briefly after a visit to the 
theme park recently where we 
recognized that Santa beard 
immediately. Dollywood will be 
changing its theme from Autumn 
and Pumpkins to Christmas this 
week and catching a Santa right 
at the change of seasons was a 
treat.

We chatted for a while at the 
park and after I had returned 
home.

When did you first become Santa 
Claus?

In 2021 I bought a cheap 

Santa Suit to do a parade in the 
RV Resort I was living in. To see 
the kids’ faces light up — I was 
hooked. I love giving children 
and adults a few seconds of 
Christmas cheer 365 days a year.

What do you reply when someone 
asks if you are Santa?

I say, “Well, many people know 
me as Santa and I believe in the 
Magic of Christmas every day.”

Tell us about being the official 
Dollywood Santa.

I am one of three this year, but 
I started as Santa for Dollywood 
five years ago when they needed 
a replacement Santa rather 
quickly. It was my 4th day on the 
job at Dollywood. The Santa’s 

List experience is magical for the 
kids, and when they come back 
to the park the next year — during 
the regular season — they recog-
nize me.

What is your job at Dollywood 
when you’re not playing Santa?

I am seasonal full-time. I work 
in Rentals, renting mobility scoot-
ers and strollers.

What’s the most unusual thing you 
have encountered there as Santa?

Having an 86-year-old lady ask 
if she could sit on my lap. She 
had wanted to do that her entire 
life and never got the opportu-
nity. I replied I would be honored 
to have her sit on my lap and tell 

Getting to know Dale Nichols, 
a Dollywood Santa

PHOTO BY LETTIE STEELY.

Even out of his Santa costume you cannot help but recognize this Dol-
lywood Santa. The Focus caught up with Dale Nichols in between the 
fall and Christmas seasons at the park. 
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Are you listening?  “Silent Night.”  Do 
you hear them?  “Away in a Manger.”  

C h r i s t m a s 
carols.  In 
many ways, 
the Christmas 
carols open 
the Christmas 
season for us.  I 
have fond mem-
ories as a young-
ster of meeting 
at the church to 
go caroling.  It 
was always fun 

to go by various homes, stand out-
side the front door, and sing out the 
glorious words of the carols.  Caroling 
is a simple but personal way to share 
the spirit of Christmas.  Afterwards, it 
was a treat to meet back at the church 
for fellowship and hot chocolate.  

In church services, Christmas 
carols help to prepare our hearts for 
worship.  Recently, a generational 
divide seems to have pushed aside 
many of the timeless carols along 
with the inspirational stories behind 
them.  As we enter this holy season 
celebrating the birth of Christ, may 

you and your loved ones be blessed 
by these beautiful hymns that have 
withstood the test of time.  Whether 
singing the carols during church wor-
ship; making memories around the 
Christmas tree; or making a joyful 
noise around the piano, may you 
and those with you find joy, peace, 
hope, and love in those classic songs 
we call “Christmas carols.”  Those 
who wrote the words and music had 

often endured great hardships which 
inspired them to share their inner-
most thoughts and feelings.  Their 
messages have sustained us for hun-
dreds of years.  May we never stop 
singing them.  “Sleep in heavenly 
peace.”

Words of Faith: “Delight yourself 
in the LORD, And He will give you the 
desires and petitions of your heart.” 
Psalm 37:4 (AMP). 

By Ray Hill
rayhill865@gmail.com

By Ralphine Major
ralphine3@
yahoo.com

BASEMENT OR 
CRAWLSPACE LEAKING??

Don’t overpay the nationwide 
companies by the thou$ands when 
MOLD TOX, LLC can install a dry-up 

system for a fraction of the cost!
BBB Accredited Business with A+ Rating

TN Charter #4410

(865) 524-1227     (865) 453-1880
www.moldtox.com

Hello! I’m FLOPPY DISK, a female 3-year-old cat with a superhero 
spirit. I may be young and have three legs, but that doesn’t stop 

me from being brave and aff ec� onate. My life took a turn when 
I bravely rescued a ki� en from a tree but fell and hurt my leg. 
The kind humans at the shelter nursed me back to health and 
my spirit remains unbroken as I am learning to adapt. I’m a 
fi ghter, a sweetheart and the purr-fect friend. My story is proof 

that every hero doesn’t wear a cape, some have three legs and 
a purr. Adopt me at Young-Williams Animal Center, 3201 Division 

St. and let’s write the rest of my superhero story together!

Hi there! My name is BART and I am a male 6-year-old white 
Pit Bull and Terrier mix. I am always ready for snuggles and 

love. My favorite things are squeaker toys and playing tug of 
war. I am playful, sweet and social in playgroups and like the 

company of female dogs. I would like to meet any resident 
dogs before coming home and prefer a house without cats. 

I am a gentle pup who does well with kids! Come meet 
me and other adoptable animals at Young-Willliams Animal 

Center, 3201 Division St.

Ad space donated by The Knoxville Focus.

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Santa Claus is going 
to be very busy before 
the holiday, appearing 
in so many Knox County 
and nearby Christmas 
Parades. It’s good that the 
jolly old elf has the power 
to be in more than one 
place at once.

The downtown Knoxville 
WIVK Christmas Parade 
is at 7 p.m. on Friday, 
December 1.

The following day, on 
Saturday, December 2, 
the Karns Christmas 
Parade starts at 6 p.m. 
and the Powell commu-
nity’s parade starts at 
6 p.m.  Luttrell’s parade 
is on the 2nd as well at 
noon. Rocky Hill’s parade 
is at 6 p.m. on that day.

Gibbs holds its parade 
on Sunday, Dec. 3 at 2:30. 
Kodak has its parade on 
the same day at 3 p.m.

The parade in Halls is 
scheduled for 6 p.m. on 
Saturday, December 9. 
Corryton has its parade 
also on December 9 at 
11 a.m. and the nearby 
community of Blaine’s 
parade is on the same 
day at 1 p.m. Seymour’s 
30th Annual Community 
Christmas Parade steps 
off at 3 p.m. Knoxville’s 
Tour de Lights bike parade 
is on the 9th as well from 
3 until 8 p.m. in Mary 
Costa Plaza next to the 
Coliseum.

The Farragut Christmas 
Parade is on Sunday, 
December 10, at 4 p.m. 
and Mascot’s parade is at 
2:30 that day.

Knox County Mayor 
Glenn Jacobs will flip the 
switch to open the 25th 
annual Holiday Festival 
of Lights at The Cove at 
Concord Park starting 6 
p.m. on Friday, Dec. 1. 
(The Cove is located at 
11808 S. Northshore 
Drive.) 

Mayor Jacobs will also 
greet guests and hand out 
candy “Kanes.” 

The family - fr iend -
ly Festival will run from 
6 to 9 p.m. through 
Saturday, Dec. 31, exclud-
ing Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day. It is free 
and open to the public 
though visitors are encour-
aged to bring non-perish-
able food items to donate 
to The Love Kitchen, 
which provides meals, 
clothing, and emergen-
cy food packages for the 
homebound, homeless, 
and unemployed.

Visitors also can make 
monetary donations via 
a QR code that will be 
available inside the River 
Sports Outfitter facility. 
Those donations will ben-
efit the county’s annual 
School Mania event that 
helps supply local stu-
dents with free school 
supplies.

“This will be the 25th 
anniversary and traditions 
like this are what makes 
this time of year special,” 
Knox County Mayor Glenn 

Jacobs said. “Folks have 
the chance to drop by, 
enjoy the festive atmo-
sphere, and even help 
give back to the commu-
nity or just spend time 
taking in the lights and 
activities.”

During the Festival, The 
Cove’s three-quarter-mile 
greenway trail is illuminat-
ed by a sparkling light dis-
play coordinated to music. 
The Cove has several fire 
pits available for guests 
to warm up or roast 
s’mores. Pets on leashes 
are welcome.

Opening night will fea-
ture Storytime, and letters 
to Santa where patrons 
can gather under the 
pavilion and hear tales 
from traditional Christmas 
characters as they write 
their letters. The event 
also will feature an activity 
zone where children can 
make sugar cookies and 
ornaments. The depart-
ment will even provide 
the crafts!

A concession stand 
will offer hot chocolate, 
pizza, hot dogs, nachos, 
and popcorn during the 
month. The 2023 Holiday 
Festival of Lights is spon-
sored by B97.5, which 
also will be onsite Dec. 
1 with the Knox County 
Mayor’s Office and the 
Knox County Parks and 
Recreation department.

One of Knoxville’s most 
eagerly anticipated holiday 
events, the Annual Rocky 
Hill Christmas Parade, is 
back for its 9th year on 
Saturday, December 2. 

The festivities begin at 
3:30 p.m. in the Rocky 
Hill Center (intersection 
of Northshore and Morrell 
in 37919), where a holi-
day market area will be 
open featuring an array of 
gifts from local artisans, 
local businesses, and food 

options. Attendees can 
enjoy live reindeer, face 
painting, photo booths, 
kids’ craft activities, and 
even a live story reading by 
none other than the Grinch 
himself!

Music lovers are in for a 
treat with a fantastic lineup 
of musical artists taking the 
stage. The headliner of the 
evening is local artist Will 
Carter at 4:45 p.m., with a 
performance by Whiskey 
Compass prior starting at 

4 p.m.
The parade will step off 

at 6 p.m., featuring a color-
ful procession of beautifully 
decorated floats, marching 
bands, community groups, 
and of course, Santa Claus 
himself. A tree lighting by 
Santa will immediately 
follow the parade- perfect 
for the kids to watch. Get 
ready to be swept away 
by the magic and wonder 
of this heartwarming tra-
dition- it gets better each 

year.
Admission to the Rocky 

Hill Christmas Parade and 
Festival is free, making it 
an accessible and inclusive 
event for everyone in the 
Knoxville area. 

PARADE ROUTE: The 
Parade begins at the 
Rocky Hill Ballpark, passes 
Rocky Hill Elementary, goes 
down Morrell and turns 
on Northshore, where it 
ends at Rocky Hill Baptist 
Church.

Santa will be busy

Santa and his helpers spread holiday cheer at a previous Rocky Hill Christmas Parade.

Annual Rocky Hill Christmas Parade 
& Festival returns  December 2Knox County to 

Host 25th Annual 
Holiday Festival of 
Lights at the Cove

Keeping The Beautiful 
Christmas Carols Of Christmas

Colorful lights provide a festive setting in this beautiful nighttime picture of 
downtown Knoxville a few years ago, courtesy of longtime family friend Ann 
Arms Brogan who also shared the scripture for this week.
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Kenneth Spicer Wherry 
is completely unknown to 
most readers today, but the 
Nebraskan was one of the 
better-known members of 
the United States Senate 
during his time. A superla-
tive salesman, Wherry had 
taken the family furniture 
store and built it into an 
even larger store. Wherry 
also added an automo-
bile dealership, a mortu-
ary, a law office and a real 
estate firm, as well as the 
raising of livestock to his 
businesses. Wherry liked 
to describe himself as a 
“political fundamentalist” 
and he brought the same 
energy and passion to 
Republican politics as he 
did to his many business-
es. That same zeal won him 
a rare distinction from his 
fellow GOP senators when 
he became the party whip 
as a freshman senator. In 
1949, Ken Wherry became 
the Republican leader in 
the United States Senate.

One country editor 
recalled seeing Kenneth 
Wherry in his prime. Wherry 
was easy to spot, the writer 
recalled, as the senator 
was a frequent subject of 
photographers. “The gray-
ing thatch of hair, the flash-
ing eyes and the big dark 
circles under them were 
distinctive features” of 
the senator. “He was not 
a huge man but he had 
a powerful-looking pair 
of shoulders and a barrel 
chest,” the country editor 
remembered. “He wore 
expensively tailored clothes 
but there was a slouch 
about them that made him 
appear informal and very 
approachable.”

As Senator Wherry rose 
to speak, he cried, “Open 
those windows… wide! Let 
me breathe the whole-
some purity of those nice 
clean barnyard odors,” the 
senator told his audience. 
“They’re such a welcome 
contrast to what we have 
in Washington these days.” 
The audience laughed in 
appreciation and the sena-
tor flashed a big grin as his 
listeners rewarded him with 
“near deafening applause.”

The country editor noted 
Wherry’s booming voice 
and wondered, “Were his 
lungs made of anything 
less durable than leather?” 

The editor also recalled 
he developed an imme-
diate and “intense dis-
like” for Wherry due to his 
having run against George 
W. Norris. In a weekly 
newspaper column, the 
writer confessed he had to 
be “won over” by Wherry. 
Invited to attend a lun-
cheon in Omaha, the writer 
said his dislike of Kenneth 
Wherry was so deep his 
first instinct was to refuse 
the invitation. The country 
editor confessed the dis-
like dissipated and was 
replaced by something 
akin to grudging respect. 
Say what you might about 
Kenneth S. Wherry, he 
could never be ignored.

Wherry was a delight to 

much of the press with his 
frequent malapropisms, 
such as “opple amportu-
nity.” One profile of Ken 
Wherry by TIME maga-
zine said the Nebraskan’s 
“words came so fast that 
he frequently lost control of 
them.” TIME remembered 
when Wherry addressed 
Wayne Morse of Oregon as 
“the distinguished Senator 
from Junior.” The senator’s 
misstatements became 
known in the press as 
“Wherryisms.”  

Ken Wherry was the 
penultimate party man in 
the Senate. When Ohio’s 
Senator Robert Taft intro-
duced a public housing 
bill, Wherry darkly won-
dered if the Ohioan was 
drifting toward socialism. 
Yet Wherry was a constant 
and oftentimes effective 
critic of the New Deal and 
Harry Truman’s Fair Deal. 
Aside from farm subsidies, 
Wherry was almost always 
in opposition to policies 
from Franklin Roosevelt 
and Harry Truman’s White 
House. Senator Wherry 
denounced the Greek-
Turkish Loan as a “military 
adventure.” 

Kenneth S. Wherry’s 
political career was brief 
but also successful. At the 
time of his death, some 
saw the Nebraskan as a 
potential running mate for 
whomever the GOP nom-
inated for president in 
1952. Wherry himself said 
he much preferred serving 
as the majority leader of the 
U.S. Senate in a Republican 
administration.

Wherry came from the 
heartland of America and 
Midwesterners, Democrats 
and Republicans, were sus-
picious of foreign entan-
glements. The Midwest, 
politically speaking, was 
also the heartland of iso-
lationism in the country. 
Like most every other con-
gressman or U.S. senator 
representing a midwestern 
state, Kenneth S. Wherry 
had the same outlook. In 
1951, Wherry sponsored 
a resolution that required 
the approval of Congress 
before the president could 
send troops to Europe. 
The Wherry Resolution 
was debated in the 
Senate’s Foreign Relations 
Committee. There the two 
wings of the Republican 
Party snapped and snarled 
at one another. Perhaps the 
most effective witness to 
come before the Foreign 
Relations Committee during 
consideration of the Wherry 
Resolution was Governor 
Thomas E. Dewey of New 
York, twice the GOP pres-
idential nominee. Dewey 
oratorically blasted the 
Wherry Resolution as the 
last “little toehold of isola-
tionism… the last gasp of… 
a school of thought which 
basically would like to with-
draw from all the world to 
our own shores.”

“Adoption of the 
[Wherry] resolution would 
be a simple, direct notice 
to Stalin that we do not 

intend to back up our 
men in Europe and that 
they and Europe are his 
for the asking,” Dewey 
told the Foreign Relations 
Committee. Governor 
Dewey said the United 
States had served such 
notice “America would not 
intervene” twice before 
with disastrous conse-
quences; once to Kaiser 
Wilhelm and again to Adolf 
Hitler. The New York gover-
nor flatly stated, “fortress 
America is an illusion.”

Once when Senator Tom 
Connally of Texas let fly a 
heartfelt “damn” on the 
floor of the Senate, Wherry 
took umbrage, saying the 
word was “beneath the dig-
nity of the Senate.” The col-
orful Texan apologized as 
only he could, withdraw-
ing his use of the word and 
bellowing, “I know my col-
leagues are delicate.” 

A native of Pawnee City, 
Nebraska, Wherry began 
his political career as a 
member of the city council 
and later served as mayor. 
Wherry served a term as 
a member of Nebraska’s 
state Senate where he was 
viewed as something of a 
radical. Kenneth Wherry 
sought the GOP nomination 
for governor in 1932 and 
lost. Two years later, Wherry 
ran for the Republican 
nomination for the United 
States Senate, but he was 
beaten by Congressman 
Robert Simmons. Wherry 
was once again elect-
ed mayor of Pawnee City 
and served as chairman 
of Nebraska’s Republican 
Party and as director of 
the Western Region of the 
National Republican Party. 
During Wherry’s time as 
chairman of the Nebraska 
Republican Party, the GOP 
saw a revival of its political 
fortunes in the Cornhusker 
State. The GOP recaptured 
the governorship and won 
a seat in the United States 
Senate from the Democrats 
under Wherry’s leadership 
in 1940.

Wherry announced his 
candidacy for the U.S. 
Senate in 1942, seeking 
the GOP nomination to chal-
lenge incumbent Senator 

George W. Norris. Norris 
was a favorite of the nation-
al media, a progressive 
Republican who had bolted 
his party to support Alfred 
E. Smith, a Democrat, over 
GOP presidential nomi-
nee Herbert Hoover in 
the 1928 election. Norris, 
knowing he would likely 
lose if he sought reelec-
tion as a Republican, opted 
to run as an Independent. 
Norris won the 1930 elec-
tion and was reelected in 
1936. Senator Norris was 
a favorite of President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt and 
had supported most of the 
New Deal. In 1942, Norris 
was challenged by both a 
Republican and a Democrat 
in the general election. Ken 
Wherry charged, “Norris 
has lent respectability to 
the New Deal.”

Wherry won the GOP 
nomination with better 
than 66% of the vote and 
waged a hard-hitting cam-
paign against the incum-
bent. While Wherry did not 
win a majority of the vote in 
the contest, he won easily, 
beating Norris by more than 
77,000 ballots. By defeat-
ing George W. Norris, Ken 
Wherry had killed off a 
political giant and entered 
the United States Senate 
better known than most of 
his freshman colleagues. 

Once a member of the 
world’s greatest delibera-
tive body, Kenneth Wherry 
was noticed immediately. 
In early 1943, Wherry was 
sitting at his seat in the 
very back of the Senate 
Chamber when another 
senator began a speech in 
a low monotone. “What’s 
going on down there?” 
Wherry roared from the 
rear. “I can’t hear you!” 
The speaker duly raised 
his voice and the Senate 
became acquainted with 
the new senator from the 
Cornhusker State who 
almost always said what 
he thought.

Only a year later, Ken 
Wherry’s enthusiasm, 
energy and ability caused 
his Republican colleagues 
to name him the GOP Whip. 
Nor was Ken Wherry easily 
swayed. It did not bother 

him to register his own view 
irrespective of what the 
rest of the Senate might do. 
Senator Wherry cast the 
lone vote against the con-
firmation of Dean Acheson 
to serve as under secretary 
of state. Wherry’s opinion 
of Acheson never deviat-
ed from his original oppo-
sition and the Nebraskan 
became the most vocal 
critic of the urbane secre-
tary of state inside the U.S. 
Senate. 

Senator Wherry was also 
a firm political opponent 
of President Harry Truman 
and his administration. 
Wherry was a critic of what 
he believed to be excessive 
spending by the govern-
ment, as well as price con-
trols. Wherry charged the 
Truman Administration was 
nothing less than “creeping 
socialism.” Senator Wherry 
was an advocate of the Air 
Force, believing mastery 
of the air gave any military 
power a huge advantage in 
any skirmish or war. 

As an irritant to the 
Democrats in the U.S. 
Senate, Kenneth S. Wherry 
was never to be under-
estimated. One news-
paper remembered the 
Nebraskan as “the Senate’s 
hair shirt, the burr under 
the majority’s saddle, the 
tack in Scott Lucas’ (the 
majority leader) seat.” 
Paul Douglas, a former 
professor of economics 
and a very liberal senator 
from Illinois complained 
Wherry engaged in “psy-
chological warfare” against 
Democrats, comparing 
Wherry’s tactics to those of 
the marauding Comanche 
Indians who surrounded 
whites and proceeded to 
“shout and indulge in their 
war whoops, and strike 
terror in the hearts of the 
poor travelers.” If so, Ken 
Wherry relentlessly con-
tinued his hunt for politi-
cal scalps and pressed his 
political raids on unsus-
pecting Democrats in the 
Senate and nationally. 
Wherry once baited major-
ity leader Alben Barkley into 
near incoherence on the 
Senate floor and then hon-
ey-dripping off his words, 

wondered if Barkley were 
too mad to yield the floor 
for just one more ques-
tion. “I’m not mad! I’m not 
mad! I’m not mad!” a crim-
son-faced and livid Barkley 
screamed.

As Ken Wherry rose in 
the ranks of his party in 
the Senate, the real power 
inside the Republican 
caucus was Robert Taft. 
Wherry grew increasing-
ly sensitive, especially 
with the members of the 
press. The Nebraskan 
was constantly reminding 
reporters he was the minor-
ity leader. “Taft!” Wherry 
screamed at the press 
gathered to inquire about 
the Republican position on 
the legislation. “All I hear is 
Taft! What will Taft do?

“I don’t know what Taft 
will do,” Wherry snarled 
angrily. “I’m telling you what 
Ken Wherry will do.” 

Kenneth Wherry was 
ailing. Suffering from 
cancer, the senator under-
went an operation to 
“remove a growth in his 
intestines.” Wherry left 
the hospital to recover, but 
returned in November of 
1959 after suffering from a 
fever, chills and “respiratory 
problems.” Unfortunately, 
Wherry caught pneumo-
nia and died in George 
Washington Hospital at 59.

The editor of the 
Hastings, Nebraska, Daily 
Tribune lamented Wherry’s 
death, saying the senator’s 
friends and enemies alike 
agreed Wherry was a man 
of conviction. There was 
nothing artificial about Ken 
Wherry. The Nebraskan 
never pretended to be a stu-
dent of government nor did 
it bother him that he was 
not exalted by the national 
news media as were Walter 
George of Georgia or Arthur 
Vandenberg of Michigan. 
Ken Wherry had been con-
tent to fight for his people, 
who shared his convictions. 
One Democratic member of 
the U.S. Senate said Wherry 
“causes the Democrats 
more trouble than any five 
other Republicans.” Yet 
the senator also acknowl-
edged, “But how can you 
get angry at him and stay 
angry when he’s such a 
good guy?”

Kenneth Wherry was 
a small-town American 
who made good in busi-
ness and exemplified the 
“super-salesman” who 
was a thorough extrovert 
and never met a stranger. 
As one newspaper editori-
alized following his death, 
Ken Wherry “had been a 
sprinter at the University 
of Nebraska, and he never 
stopped running.” 

Nor did Ken Wherry 
ever hold differing opin-
ions against others while 
remaining a man of strong 
opinions himself. Wherry 
remained friends with those 
of differing points of views 
or beliefs. Today that seems 
almost unimaginable.

Pages from the Past

By Ray Hill
rayhill865@gmail.com

The Merry Mortician
Kenneth S. Wherry of Nebraska

FROM THE AUTHOR’S PERSONAL COLLECTION.

Autographed portrait of Senator Kenneth S. Wherry of Nebraska.
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It’s no surprise 
to folks that I love 
to eat. However, 
how picky I am 
about what I do 
consume might 
shock some. 
Whether the food 
was prepared by 
my mother or 
my wife, I never 
really considered 
the tools they used in prep-
arations of those meals.

Mother had a couple of 
pans that matched. Copper 
bottom pots were the rage 
at some point, and she had 
a large and small one that 
held some of the most deli-
cious food that was ever 
cooked. 

My dear mother most 
often used the “old tools” 
of the trade. Yes, she had 
cast iron skillets. Fried 
food never tasted better 
than when it was prepared 
in those skillets. She kept 
them greased so that they 
continued to produce food 
with that “southern” flavor. 
A small pot sat on the stove. 
It contained the drippings 
from fried bacon or chick-
en or okra. A dab of that 

recycled Crisco 
made everything 
a special dish. 

She also had a 
Dutch Oven. On 
Sundays, she’d be 
up early to start 
dinner. That cook-
ing pot weighed a 
ton even before 
she filled it with 
beef roast, pota-

toes, carrots, and onions. 
Just before leaving for 
church, Mother slid the 
cast iron pot into the oven 
so that the food cooked 
slowly. After church, she 
removed the monstrous 
Dutch Oven and served up 
a meal fit for royalty. 

One Christmas, Daddy 
gave Mother an electric 
skillet. We fretted that 
the chicken she’d always 
fried in an old black skil-
let wouldn’t taste as good. 
We of little faith discov-
ered that our fears were 
unfounded. What made 
that chicken so delicious 
was a big scoop of Crisco 
and a ton of Mother’s love.  
At the same time, we were 
thrilled that the cooking 
took less time. 

Amy also has cast iron 
skillets passed down from 
family. She has a set of 
pots and pans that are 
stick-free, at least when 
she cooks. When I try my 
hand at the skill, gunk 
covers those same pots, 
and food is stuck to the 
“unstickable” coating.

We are living in a wonder-
ful age. So many new appli-
ances make cooking much 
easier for the family chef. 
The Insta-pot allows folks 
to load a meal into it and 
have it ready when every-
one arrives home in the 
evening. It’s the latest ver-
sion of a crockpot. 

The most wonderful 
new product in our home 
is the air-fryer. We haven’t 
eaten fried foods in years 
because we work to keep 
our bodies healthier. This 
machine is marvelous 

because it offers consum-
ers foods that have a fried 
taste without the Crisco or 
other oils that clog arter-
ies and choke hearts. I 
personally like the air-fryer 
because of time. Our con-
vection oven takes half a 
day to preheat; the air-fry-
er is ready in just a couple 
of minutes. I’m all about 
eating when hunger hits, 
not a half hour later. 

I sometimes miss the 
taste of the food Mother 
made. However, after 
nearly 50 years, I prefer 
Amy’s cooking over anyone 
else’s. She’s perfected the 
meals we enjoy most and 
uses those appliances 
that prepare the food in a 
healthy way. If I ever crave 
Mother’s fried chicken, I 
can always make a stop at 
Gus’s Fried Chicken. 

Cont. from page 1
ALTERATIONS
JOANNE’S ALTERATIONS, 

PANTS HEMMING $5, 
SPECIALIZING IN JEANS.

 CALL 579-2254 

CARPET 
CLEANING

CHILD CARE
MARCIA’S 

LEARNING CENTER
1411 Exeter Ave, Knoxville

(865) 673-8223
Day Shift 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

DRY 
CLEANING

ELDER CARE
CLOSE TO HOME ELDERLY 
CARE. 24-HOUR CARE IN 

PRIVATE HOME. RN WITH 30 
YRS EXPERIENCE. EXCELLENT
 REFERENCES. 865-335-6337

ELECTRICIAN

FENCING

 

GUTTER 
WORK

GUTTER CLEANING,
INSTALLATION OF 5 INCH AND

REPAIR OF FASCIA BOARD
936-5907

FLOORING

HOUSE 
CLEANING
KATHY’S KLEANING, 

HONEST, DEPENDABLE, 
HOUSECLEANING! WEEKLY 
BI-WEEKLY OR MONTHLY. 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE. 

865-343-1474
.............................

SPRING FRESH 
HOUSECLEANING

WEEKLY, BI-WEEKLY, 
MONTHLY.

KNOXVILLE AND KINGSTON.
$35 PER HR /  3-HRS $100
REFERENCES AVAILABLE.

CALL JULIE - 865-255-6690

HOUSE 
CLEANING

METAL WORKS

GHOST RIDERS 
METAL WORKS
865-705-0742

Mobile Welding
Fabrication & Repair

State Licensed
Pipe Bollards Installed 

Welding    
(Stick Welding, 
Mig Welding & 
Gas Welding)

PAINTING

PAINTING
PAINTING- INTERIOR- 

EXTERIOR
Lic. & Ins.  30 Yrs. Exp.

Free Estimates
865-573-2199

Professional Painters

PATIOS&DECKS

PERSONAL 
ASSISTANT

OFFERING PERSONAL SERVICES 
HOUSE AND PET SITTING; 

ERRANDS, GIFT SHOPPING; 
MEAL PREP AND DELIVERY. 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE. 

CALL 865-249-3143 OR EMAIL 
MSRERRANDS23@GMAIL.COM

 ROOFING
ROOF REPAIRS, 

METAL:SHINGLE:RUBBER, 
ROOF COATING:FREE 

ESTIMATES, 865-705-7069

TREE 
SERVICES

 

PERSONALS
SINGLE MALE, 69 (LOOKS 
YOUNGER),SEEKS FEMALE  
COMPANIONSHIP. ENJOYS 
KARAOKE. 234-275-0892

PUPPIES FOR 
SALE

POODLES, AKC STANDARD
PUREBRED PUPPIES.

9 WKS OLD. BEAUTIFUL,
BLACK MALES. 1ST  SHOTS,

DEWCLAWS REMOVED,
TAILS DOCKED. $800 EACH.

TEXT  865-771-9276

REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT

WANTED

service directory

classifieds

me what she wanted for 
Christmas. Her response 
was, “I just got my wish, 
sitting on Santa’s lap and 
having my picture made 
with him.”

When you are Santa there 
what are your duties?

Having the families view 
Santa working in a cabin 
provided by Dolly to work 
on the Nice List. Santa 
also is on the Emporium 
Balcony each evening when 
the park closes to say good-
bye and goodnight to every-
one as they leave the park.

Tell us about yourself.
I am a retired trauma 

nurse. The Love of my Life, 
Celena, is my soul mate 
and Frank Edward, my 110-
pound pit bull, thinks he is 
a 2-pound lap dog.

I am just recovering from 
neck cancer. In 2022 I had 
to go through proton thera-
py and chemotherapy, but 
for now, I am cancer-free.

“Thank you, and may you 
have the spirit of Christmas 
Each and Every Day. Makes 
every day better for me,” he 
concluded.

Getting to know 
Dale Nichols, a 

Dollywood Santa

By Joe Rector
joerector@comcast.net

Cast Iron Cooking On Sunday, December 
3, 2023, from 1:00-3:00 
p.m., First Farragut United 
Methodist Church, 12733 
Kingston Pike, will host 
its sixteenth Christmas 
Community Day serving 
neighbors and families in 
our community. 

The 16th Anniversary 
edition of CCD will feature 
a Toy Center, Children’s 
Books Center, Photo with 
Santa Center, Children’s 
and Adult Clothing /Coat 
Center and a Grocery 
Center. In 2022, over 
100 volunteers served 
392 guests who came 
from Knox, Loudon, 
Roane, Monroe and other 

surrounding counties. In 
addition to clothing, toys 
and books, the families 
received a full bag of gro-
ceries and household 
necessities. 

Reservations for this 
event are required and 
space is limited. Guests 
have two options to make 
a reservation. They may 
come to First Farragut 
UMC, 12733 Kingston 
Pike, and pick up a res-
ervation card on Friday, 
Dec. 1 between 9:00 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m. or online 
at www.ffumc.org/regis-
ter   The parking lot opens 
Sunday at noon. 

Community Christmas Day
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By Steve Williams

Gibbs running back Boone 
Brockwell was a touchdown maker 
and Webb wide receiver/ defensive 
back Markeis Barrett had a knack 
for catching the football on either 
side of the line of scrimmage.

The two seniors are special play-
ers on The Focus / Coaches’ 2023 
All-Knox County Football team, 
which is based on the 10-game 
regular season.

Brockwell, who ran for 1,244 

yards, edged Bearden sophomore 
Jayzon Thompson for the rushing 
title. But what really got the atten-
tion of the fans in Corryton were the 
two records he set along the way. 
He scored a single game record 
six touchdowns and set a single 
season record of 29 touchdowns.

“The key to Boone’s success was 
he battled through adversity his 
first three years with several dif-
ferent injuries,” said Gibbs Head 
Coach Brad Turner.

For the most part, Brockwell 

stayed healthy this year, added 
Turner.

“Boone has always had a lot of 
talent; even as a freshman,” said 
the Eagles’ coach. “He worked hard 
this past off season to get bigger 
and stronger and it paid off.”

Twenty six of Brockwell’s 29 TDs 
were on running plays. He caught 
a touchdown pass and returned a 
punt and interception for the other 
two.

Meanwhile, one of the Knox 
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HIGH 
SCHOOL 

BASKETBALL

Title rematch 
with Page 

Patriots Friday
By Steve Williams

The West High Rebels 
make defensive football 
fun to watch.

For their fans anyway. 
For the opposition, it 
may seem more like a 
nightmare.

Coach Lamar Brown’s 
team had a ball Friday 
night, turning back Walker 
Valley 38-3 in the Class 5A 
semifinals at Bill Wilson 
Field.

West has now played 

17 straight quarters with-
out allowing a touchdown. 
That includes the four play-
off games and the fourth 
quarter of the regular 
season win over Powell.

“Our defense is doing a 
great job chasing the foot-
ball,” said Coach Brown. 
“They have been a fun 
group to watch. They play 
with a lot of effort and 
energy.”

Now i t ’s on to 
Chattanooga for a shot 
at a second straight state 
championship and the 
school’s third overall. 
Page High of Franklin will 

be the opponent again. 
The Patriots lost last year 
47-13. Page also played 
Powell for the title in 2021 
and fell 42-34.

Friday night’s game at 
Finley Stadium will kick off 
at 7. Both teams are 13-1. 
West has won 28 of its 
past 29 games.

The Rebels took com-
mand of the semifinal con-
test right from the start, 
knocking Walker Valley 
quarterback Evan Schwarzl 
loose of the ball on the 
game’s first play from 
scrimmage and seeing big 
C.J. Smith corral it at the 

Mustangs’ 18-yard line. 
Running back Marshaun 
Bowers capitalized with a 
5-yard TD run three plays 
later.

Schwarzl had a strong 
arm but made some costly 
errors. After a 45-yard 
kickoff return by Hudson 
Makuch, Walker Valley 
got in scoring range on 
its second possession 
but had to settle for Eli 
Wilson’s 39-yard field goal.

Later in the quarter, the 
West defense struck hard 
again as Anderson Smith 
and Aeman Mohammed 
had back-to-back tackles 

for loss. The Mustangs’ 
QB, who also is the punter, 
tried to fake a punt and 
run, but was tackled by 
Mesijah Wrenn for a 9-yard 
loss.

The Rebels took over at 
the visitors’ 39 and Bowers 
raced in from 14 yards out 
for his second TD. Patrick 
Schmid’s second PAT 
made it 14-3.

On the ensuing kickoff it 
got worse for the Mustangs 
as Makuch fumbled and 
Ryan Scott recovered it at 
the 39. Wrenn got credit 
for causing the turnover.

West D-feats Walker Valley, 38-3

By Ken Lay

It was a shootout at 
Powell High School as the 
Lady Panthers renewed 
acquaintances on the hard-
wood Tuesday night. And 
when the dust had settled, 
the Lady Mavericks left the 
Jeff Hunter Gymnasium with 
a hard-fought 77-73 victory.

Anderson County and the 
Lady Panthers combined to 
knock down 25 three-point 
shots. 

It was the Lady Mavericks 
(3-2) who got the best of 
things from distance as 
they buried 16 shots from 
beyond the 3-point arc. 
Powell, which opened an 
early 9-4 lead, made nine 
long-range jumpers and 
held a narrow 34-33 lead 
at halftime after the teams 
matched baskets in the first 
quarter and were locked in 
a 14-14 after opening frame 
to a late run by Anderson 
County.

The two teams played at 

Anderson 
County 
outduels 
Lady 
Panthers 
in 3-point 
shootout

THE FOCUS / COACHES’ 2023 ALL-KNOX COUNTY FOOTBALL TEAM

Brockwell and Barrett had special seasons

Continue on page 6

Four Webb School 
seniors walk out 
for the coin toss 
at David Meske 

Stadium this 
season. From left 

to right: Cooper 
Cameron, Markeis 

Barrett, Jack 
Wagner and Ari 

Klasky. All four are 
All-Knox County 

honorees. Photo by 
Dan Dunlap.

PHOTO BY JASON CANTRELL

C.J. Smith (44) and Anderson Smith (18) were thorns in the Walker Valley Mustangs' side much of the game, including a fumble on 
the first play from scrimmage, which Smith recovered.
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Cont. from page 1

FIRST TEAM
Offense

QB-Jayden Neal, Catholic, jr.
RB-Boone Brockwell, Gibbs, sr.

RB-Jayzon Thompson, Bearden, so.
OL-Jesse Massengill, Powell, sr.

OL-Jackson Alvey, Halls, sr.
OL-Byron Finger, Powell, sr.
OL-Nick Goodwin, Halls, sr.

OL-Cooper Wyatt, Central, sr.
WR-Spencer Russell, Carter, sr.

WR-Tyreek King, Catholic, soph.
WR-Dante Strickland, Central, sr.

Ath-Shane Cherry (A-E), jr.
 

Defense
E-Steven Soles Jr., Powell, sr.

L-Ari Klasky, Webb, sr.
L-Jake Holbert, Central, jr.
L-Wyatt Deroche, West, jr.

E-C.J. Smith, West, sr.
LB-Cooper Cameron, Webb, sr.

LB-Ryan Scott, West, sr.
LB-Jack Alley, Farragut, sr.

LB-Kameron Bates, Halls, sr.
B-Markeis Barrett, Webb, sr.

B-Torin McAfee, Central, soph. 

Special Teams
KS-Owen Taylor, Halls, sr.
PK-Benji Angola, Gibbs, sr.

P-Nathan Holbrook, HVA, jr.
RS-Braylon Harmon, Catholic, sr.
LS-Roger McNeer, Farragut, sr.

SECOND TEAM
 Offense

QB-Jack Wagner, Webb, sr.
RB-Connor Wheeler, Powell, jr.

RB-Jalen Hill, Webb, sr.
RB-Marshaun Bowers, West, sr.

L-Avrey Mohr, Farragut, sr.
L-Nathan Harville, Farragut, sr.

L-Luke Tidwell, Gibbs, sr.
L-Blake Neely, Powell, sr.
L-Judd Taylor, Carter, jr.
TE-Drew Ross, Halls, jr.

WR-Syxx Hoard, West, jr.
Ath-Deuce Rodgers, Powell, so.

 
Defense

E-Michael Stewart, HVA, jr.
L-Antori Hamilton, Catholic, sr.

L-Vershaun Cash, Fulton, sr.
L-Caleb Turner, Halls, sr.

E-Charvon Thomas, Powell, jr.
LB-Anderson Smith, West, sr.

LB-Wyatt West, Gibbs, sr.
B-Harvey Niendorff, Webb, sr.
B-Markus Jackson, Powell, sr.
B-Landis Davila, Farragut, sr.
B-Sam Cummins, Bearden, sr.

 
Special Teams

K-Daniel Kinney, Bearden, jr.
P-Lucas Hollifield, GCA, sr.

KR-Tory Beaufort, Bearden, soph.

THE FOCUS / COACHES’ 
ALL-KNOX COUNTY 

FOOTBALL TEAM

HONORABLE MENTION
Austin-East

WR-DeMarcus Allen, sr.
OL/DL-Tylan Baker, sr.
S/CB-Mike Gladney, jr.
RB-Dimere Ligon, jr.

 
Bearden

LB-Kai Ironside, jr.
P-William Pendergrass, jr.

 
CAK

Ath-Sloan Helton, CAK, sr.
WR-Will Kelley, jr.
RB-Lincoln Rich, jr.

LB-Maddox Mozingo, jr.
 

CARTER
Ath-Jody Scruggs, Carter, 

so.
 

Catholic
DE-Keilyn Smith, sr.

ILB-Bryson Gardner, sr.
 

Central
RB-Frank Johnson IV, sr.

TE/LB/Ath-Daniel Sackie, jr.
DT-Cassen Garrison, soph.
DB-Javaston Badgett, soph.

 
Farragut

RB-Wyatt Drummy, sr.

 Fulton
QB-Dexter Moulden, sr.
RB-Albert Johnson, jr.
WR-Derrick Smith, jr.
LB-Travari’a Allen, jr.

OLB-Joe Moore, jr.
OL-Garrin Bailey, jr.

 
Gibbs

LB/RB-Brady Hughes, jr.
DE-Cash Mount, sr.
CB-Levi Allison, jr.

OL-Wyatt Bentley, soph.
LB-Da’Juan Harris, soph.

 
Grace Christian

Ath-Steven Riffey, GCA, sr.
QB-Weston Edmondson, jr.

LB-Jackson Coffey, fr.
LB-Parker Whittaker, soph.
WR-Blake Perkey, soph.

RB/Ath-Terrion Thomas, fr.
 

Halls
QB-Amari Lethgo, soph.

DB-Gavin Harrop, sr.
DB-Michael Harrop, sr.
LB-Brody Rogers, soph.

 
Hardin Valley

LB-Tommy Joseph, sr.
SS-Pierce Palmer, sr.

 Karns

WR/DB-Walker Lockhart, sr.

Ath-Alex Idol, jr.

OL-Brody Cassell, sr.

 

Powell

PK-Dylan Stooksbury, jr.

OL-Joshua Fife-Offshack, sr.

 

South-Doyle

QB-Maddox Cupp, sr.

WR-Marquail Patterson, jr.

WR-TJ Tipton, jr.

WR-S Bryan McCelwee Jr., sr.

K-Jonah Mitchell, soph.

 

Webb

DL-Ethan Klasky, sr.

OL-Xavier Hickman, sr.

WR-Greg Tate, soph.

 

West

OL-Britton Carver, sr.

OL-Jack Codevilla, sr.

TE-Dominique Davis, jr.

DB-Antwain Burdine, jr.

LB-Bryson Leyva, sr.

By Steve Williams

The Knox County 2023 
Player of the Year contin-
ues to work and loves to 
play football.

Powell High senior defen-
sive end Steven Soles Jr. 
has been chosen for The 
Focus / Coaches’ award, 
which is based on the 
10-game regular season.

“I feel so proud of the 
young man,” said Powell 
Head Coach Matt Lowe 
after being notified of the 
results in the voting last 
week.

“Since the time he was a 
freshman, serving through 
his sophomore season and 
last year as a junior, he’s 
continued to work. He’s a 

By Steve Williams 

After a 2-8 regular season 
record last year, Halls got off 
to a hot start in August.

In his second year as head 
coach at Halls, Brent Hughes 
said before the start “we are 
going to lean heavily on our 
offensive and defensive line. 
They are going to be the heart-
beat of our team.”

After a 42-7 win at Carter, 
the Red Devils were 5-0 with 
Powell their next opponent at 
home. There was a lot of inter-
est in this Halls team.

The Panthers put out the 
fire with a 34-17 victory.

Halls lost only one more 
before the end of the regular 
season and that was a 20-9 
defeat at West.

The Red Devils would have 
liked to have enjoyed some 
success in the playoffs, but 
drew a tough road test in 
the first round and fell to 
Morristown West 35-14.

Still, it had been a turn-
around season for Coach 
Hughes and his peers have 
selected him The Knoxville 
Focus / Coaches’ Knox County 
Coach of the Year.

“He did a phenomenal 
job turning around a team 
that was 2-8 a year ago and 
is going 8-2 this year,” said 
Central’s Nick Craney, who 

was one of the coaches to 
vote for Hughes.

Jeff McMillan’s Fulton 
Falcons also lost to Halls 
21-0 this past season and he 
came away very impressed 
with Hughes.

“Brent is a first class young 
man and excellent football 
coach in that order,” said 
McMillan. “He has done a 
great job with the program at 
Halls. I’ve enjoyed watching 
him grow from a high school 
player who played the game 
the right way into a high school 
coach that runs his program 
the right way. He was a great 
competitor when I coached 
against him as a player, and 

he brings that same passion 
as a coach.”

The perfect 5-0 start led 
to Hughes being named the 
Week 4 Tennessee Titans’ 
High School Coach of the 
Week after the Red Devils’ 
win over Carter.

Hughes grew up playing 
football in Halls from the 
Hopper division through high 
school, said longtime youth 
coach Ted Williams.

Brad Turner of Gibbs was 
second in the voting. Others 
receiving votes were Don 
Mahoney of Webb, Josh Jones 
of Bearden and Lamar Brown 
of West.

County statistical leaders 
on the defensive side was 
also an offensive threat. 
Barrett, a Mr. Football 
finalist, intercepted nine 
passes – four more than 
his nearest competitor. The 
Spartan had enough receiv-
ing yardage (739 yards) to 
be in the Top 5, but even 
better than that, Markeis 
had the moves, speed and 
hands to rank No. 1 with 12 
TD catches.

The team’s receiving 
corps also includes Carter 
senior athlete Spencer 
Russell.

The field general of 
the offensive backfield 
is Catholic junior Jayden 
Neal, who earned the 

quarterback spot on the 
team by passing for 2,168 
yards and 21 touchdowns.

Center Byron Finger, a 
45-game career starter at 
Powell, leads the offensive 
line.

Shane Cherry, Austin-
East junior, is an Athlete 
on the first team. Known 
more for his basketball tal-
ents, he came out for his 
first year of football and 
raised a lot of eyebrows. As 
the Roadrunners’ quarter-
back, he passed for 1,443 
yards and nine touchdowns 
and ran for 777 yards and 
13 TDs.

On the defensive side of 
the All-Knox County team, 
Central Coach Nick Craney 
said his junior nose guard, 

Jake Holbert, made two 
game-winning stops at 
the 1-yard line this past 
season, with the second 
one at Heritage wrapping 
up a playoff berth for the 
Bobcats.

Player of the Year Steven 
Soles Jr. of Powell and 
West’s C.J. Smith are big-
play DEs.

The linebacker corps 
includes Ryan Scott of 
West, who no doubt is on 
his way for more All-State 
honors this year. Webb LB 
Cooper Cameron was a Mr. 
Football semifinalist and 
Halls linebacker Kameron 
Bates was also a deter-
mined competitor as a 
running back for the Red 
Devils.

Farragut’s Jack Alley, also 
one of the first-team line-
backers, finished his prep 
career with the Admirals 
ranked second all-time 
in tackles. The Air Force 
commit had 132 tackles in 
the regular season, with 84 
being solo stops.

Owen Taylor’s spot on the 

first team is “KS” for kicking 
specialist. The Halls senior 
had the second best punt-
ing average, second most 
kicking points and was 
second in touchbacks. He’s 
also a Mr. Football finalist.

Braylon Harmon of 
Catholic also is part of the 
Special Teams as a return 

specialist. During the reg-
ular season, he returned 
four kickoffs and two punts 
for touchdowns.

The All-Knox County team 
also includes a second 
team and an honorable 
mention list.

Brockwell and Barrett 
had special seasons

COACH OF THE YEAR: HALLS’ BRENT HUGHES

PHOTOS BY JJ SPEARS

Left: Knox County Player of the Year Steven Soles Jr. of Powell goes airborne to try and block a West kick in the Class 5A quarterfinal game on Nov. 17. Right: Powell defensive end 
Steven Soles Jr. has a pensive look in the Panthers' game at West that ended his senior season in the playoffs. Soles was voted the Knox County Player of the Year and West Coach 
Lamar Brown said he is the "most explosive" player he has ever coached against.

PHOTO BY RANSOM WAYLAND

Halls Coach Brent Hughes speaks to his team after its win at Gibbs in Week 2. Hughes was voted 
the Knox County Coach of the Year after the Red Devils' turnaround season.

McMillan: He played and 
coaches ‘the right way’

PHOTO BY STEVE WILLIAMS

Halls Coach Brent Hughes fits a player with shoulder pads back 
in the preseason.

PHOTO BY JJ SPEARS

Two members of the All-Knox County first team -- Carter's Spencer Russell (left) 
and Gibbs' Boone Brockwell -- go against each other in Week 8 at the newly ren-
novated Ernest Whited Stadium in Corryton.
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By Tom 
Mattingly

'I’m not changing my offense for anyone'
The single-wing offense, 

a staple of Tennessee foot-
ball since 
the ascen-
sion of Bob 
Neyland as 
head coach 
in 1926, 
took i t s 
last breath 
on Nov. 

30, 1963, as the Vols 
took a 14-0 decision over 
Vanderbilt. It was a cold, 
wet Saturday on Shields-
Watkins Field, the final con-
test of a 5-5 season.

Mallon Faircloth, a senior 
from Cordele, Ga., earned 
the plaudits of history as 
the last single-wing tail-
back, running for 179 
yards, including a 72-yard 
touchdown run. Sophomore 
fullback Stan Mitchell got 
the other score after a 
fumble recovery by soph-
omore linebacker Frank 
Emanuel. It was also the 
final game as head coach 
for Jim McDonald, hired in 
June after Bowden Wyatt 
was let go.

No one billed the game 
as “Tribute to the Single-
Wing Day,” but events lead-
ing up to and during that 
weekend made it clear 
the times were definitely 
changing football-wise on 
the Hill. 

History was in one of its 
cycles of change, as News 
Sentinel Sports Editor Tom 
Siler wrote in 1970 describ-
ing the 1963 college foot-
ball landscape. 

“The high school boy, 
by 1964 infected with the 
virus of pro football, saw 
stardom ahead,” wrote 
Siler. “He was playing the 
‘T’ in high school, wanted 
to play the ‘T’ in college, 

and further prepare him-
self for the golden years in 
pro football.” 

Tennessee “was defeat-
ed before it got started in 
recruiting until Doug Dickey 
came along,” Siler wrote.

The poster boys for the 
switch to the “T” from 
the single wing were both 
Tennesseans, quarter-
backs Steve Spurrier of 
Johnson City and Steve 
Sloan of Cleveland. Spurrier 
ended up at Florida, Sloan 
at Alabama. 

In his book on head bas-
ketball coach Ray Mears, 
Ron Bliss writes that Ray 
was involved in a momen-
tous plan that could have 
changed the course of 
Tennessee athletic history.

Mears wanted to have 
Spurrier to play football and 
basketball and asked him 
“what it would take for him 
to sign with Tennessee in 
football,” knowing that he 
was too good a football 
player to come to Knoxville 
for hoops only. 

“Steve told me he didn’t 
like Wyatt’s wingback 
offense, and he’d have to 
change to more of a pass-
ing offense before he’d 
consider coming,” Mears 
said. “So, I went back, told 
Bowden and he said, “I’m 
not changing my offense 
for anyone.”

There was also the rev-
erence among segments 
of the Vol fan base for the 
glory days under Neyland 

and Wyatt. “They had grown 
up on the single-wing, loved 
the matchless precision of 
it, and naturally hated to 
see it go,” Siler wrote.

There were also indis-
putable facts, however. 
The Vols hadn’t been in a 
bowl game since 1957, and 
the Vols were in the upper 
half of the SEC only once 
between 1958 and 1963. 
The record in those years 
was 30-27-3, not what Vol 
fans had become accus-
tomed to. The Vols had 
finished 10th in the confer-
ence in 1962 and eighth in 
1963.

Home attendance in 
1963 averaged 30,141 in 
a 51,527-seat stadium. 

There had been 

highlights, streak-break-
ing wins over Auburn and 
LSU in 1959, and lowlights, 
losses to Chattanooga and 
Florida State in 1958, but 
there was a rising feel-
ing the game had passed 
the single-wing by. LSU, 
Auburn, Alabama, and Ole 
Miss were acknowledged 
national powers. Georgia 
Tech, another long-time 
rival, was still strong.

Things came to a head at 
a contentious meeting of 
athletics board members 
and key trustees before 
and after the Vanderbilt 
game. McDonald was 
made an assistant athlet-
ic director, and new athlet-
ic director Bob Woodruff 
was given approval to hire 

the new head coach. That 
new coach was Arkansas 
assistant Doug Dickey, 
Woodruff’s quarterback in 
the early 1950s at Florida. 
It was a decision that 
caught media and fans 
alike off guard.

After a 4-5-1 record 
in 1964, Dickey brought 
Tennessee back to glory 
in 1965, and the Vols have 
stayed there over the next 
decades, with a few, but 
not very many, rough patch-
es along the way. 

Dickey believed strong-
ly in the adage, “If you’re 
not the lead dog, the view 
never changes.” Coming 
to the Vols having played 
for Woodruff and having 
coached under Frank 
Broyles, who played for 
Bobby Dodd, Dickey under-
stood the Tennessee win-
ning tradition.

“The Neyland years were 
not that far back. Bowden 
Wyatt had done a great 
job of coaching wherever 
he had been. Things had 
gotten a little out of hand. 
Some changes needed to 
be made by the university, 
and they were,” said Dickey. 

The 1963 Vanderbilt 
game and its aftermath 
ended one era and started 
another, passing the torch 
to a new generation. It was 
a significant and memora-
ble time in the history of the 
Tennessee program.

The transition may not 
have been picture-per-
fect, but the verdict of his-
tory reflects positively on 
the happenings that last 
November Saturday.

Mallon Faircloth, Tennessee’s last single-wing tailback, is shown in the 1963 Vanderbilt game wearing the so-called 
“Halloween” jerseys 

PLAYER OF THE YEAR: STEVEN SOLES JR.

‘Most explosive’ I’ve ever coached against – Brown
By Steve Williams

The Knox County 2023 
Player of the Year contin-
ues to work and loves to 
play football.

Powell High senior defen-
sive end Steven Soles Jr. 
has been chosen for The 
Focus / Coaches’ award, 
which is based on the 
10-game regular season.

“I feel so proud of the 
young man,” said Powell 
Head Coach Matt Lowe 
after being notified of the 
results in the voting last 
week.

“Since the time he was a 
freshman, serving through 
his sophomore season and 
last year as a junior, he’s 
continued to work. He’s a 

young man, who I’ve said 
for multiple years now, that 
loves playing football. On 
a Tuesday at practice he 
loves playing football. And 
certainly on a Friday, he 
loves playing football.

“When you follow those 
guys and they happen to 
be built in a great frame, 
with great athleticism, it’s 
amazing how good of foot-
ball players they become.”

The 6-2, 225-pound 
Soles totaled 81 tackles, 
with 63 solo stops, 12 TFL 
and seven sacks as Powell 
went 7-3 prior to the play-
offs. He also had 39 QB 
pressures, five forced fum-
bles, four PBUs, one inter-
ception, two blocked kicks 

and one touchdown.
Soles, a Kentucky 

commit, still got double-
teamed a lot this year, even 
though the Powell coach-
ing staff tried to find a way 
to stop it.

“Instead of him being out 
on the edge, we’ll put him 
down inside,” said Coach 
Lowe. “He seemed to be 
getting double-teamed 
the most of this year. We 
certainly tried to avoid the 
double teams.”

Because of it, Soles 
“hasn’t had the statisti-
cal year like he’s had in 
the past,” said Lowe. “Last 
year he had 16 sacks, this 
year nine.

“It’s allowed some 

one-on-one matchups for 
other guys.

“It’s not like he had a bad 
year,” continued the Powell 
coach. “For most people, 
those stats would be a phe-
nomenal year. We’re all just 
used to Steven putting up 
video game-type numbers 
on a year to year basis.”

West’s Lamar Brown, 
who was one of the coach-
es who voted for Soles, 
said: “Steven is the most 
explosive young man that I 
have ever coached against. 
He is a player that makes 
you game plan around him. 
I believe that he will make 
an immediate impact at 
Kentucky. He has a very 
bright future playing this 

game.”
Another coach who 

voted for Soles, Karns’ Lee 
Warren, emailed: “Can’t be 
blocked one versus one. 
Elite physicality and get off. 
Extremely versatile within 
the front 7.”

Other votes went to 
Farragut’s Landis Davila, 
Gibbs’ Boone Brockwell, 
Carter’s Spencer Russell, 
B e a r d e n’s  J a y z o n 
Thompson and Catholic’s 
Braylon Harmon.
An excited Steven Soles Jr. 
jumps and smiles at The 
Jungle, where Powell won 
some big games en route to 
a Class 5A state champion-
ship in 2021, his sophomore 
season. Photo / Lizzi Lowe.

PHOTOS BY JJ SPEARS

Left: Knox County Player of the Year Steven Soles Jr. of Powell goes airborne to try and block a West kick in the Class 5A quarterfinal game on Nov. 17. Right: Powell defensive end 
Steven Soles Jr. has a pensive look in the Panthers' game at West that ended his senior season in the playoffs. Soles was voted the Knox County Player of the Year and West Coach 
Lamar Brown said he is the "most explosive" player he has ever coached against.
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LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES
COURT 

NOTICES
NON-RESIDENT 

NOTICE
TO:  TOM HUMPHREY, LARRY SPENCER, 

ERIC SPENCER, and CHRISTOPHER 
SPENCER, and all persons unknown, 
claiming any legal or equitable right, 
title, estate, lien, or interest in the 

property described in the complaint.

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF THOMAS 
BENJAMIN FOSTER

vs.
THE TESTATE AND INTESTATE 

SUCCESSORS OF LILLIE JANE HUMPHREY, 
BEING JACQUELYN HUMPHREY AULT, 

CYNTHIA HUMPHREY EASTER, TIMOTHY 
HUMPHREY, TOM HUMPHREY, LARRY 

SPENCER, ERIC SPENCER, CHRISTOPHER 
SPENCER, AND ALL PERSONS UNKNOWN, 

CLAIMING ANY LEGAL OR EQUITABLE RIGHT, 
TITLE, ESTATE, LIEN, OR INTEREST IN THE 

PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN THE COMPLAINT.

NO.  207084-2

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX COUN-
TY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant TOM 
HUMPHREY, LARRY SPENCER, ERIC SPENCER, 
and CHRISTOPHER SPENCER, and all persons un-
known, claiming any legal or equitable right, title, 
estate, lien, or interest in the property described 
in the complaint, a non  resident of the State of 
Tennessee, or whose whereabouts cannot be 
ascertained upon diligent search and inquiry, so 
that the ordinary process of law cannot be served 
upon , TOM HUMPHREY, LARRY SPENCER, ERIC 
SPENCER, and CHRISTOPHER SPENCER, and all 
persons unknown, claiming any legal or equitable 
right, title, estate, lien, or interest in the property 
described in the complaint is ordered that said 
defendant, ! file an answer with the Clerk and 
Master of the Chancery  Court at Knoxville, Ten-
nessee and with KARA L. STEVENS, an Attorney 
whose address is 9724 KINGSTON PIKE, SUITE 
1200 KNOXVILLE, TN 37922 within thirty (30) 
days of the last date of publication or a judgment 
by default will be taken against you and the cause 
will be set for hearing Ex-Parte as to you before 
Chancellor Richard B Armstrong at the Knox Coun-
ty Chancery Court, Division II, 400 Main Street, 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902. This notice will be 
published in The Knoxville Focus Newspaper for 
four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 31st day of OCTOBER, 2023.

J Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

ORDER FOR SERVICE 
BY PUBLICATION

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR 
UNION COUNTY, TENNESSEE

IN RE:  THE ADOPTION OF 
HUDSON LEVI EMERT

Date of Birth:  12/06/2016
Social Security No. (Under Seal)

Docket No. 7445

BY:   KRISTY WOOD, Maternal Aunt
Petitioners

v.
BRITTIA BROOKE EMERT

Putative Biological Mother and
UNKNOWN FATHER,

Co-Petitioner/Respondent

ORDER FOR SERVICE BY PUBLICATION
This case is before the Court on Petitioners’ 

Motion for Service by Publication pursuant to 
T.C.A. § 21-1-203 and T.C.A. § 21-1-204. The 
Motion is well taken and should be granted. 

Accordingly, it is ORDERED that publication of 
this ORDER shall be made for four (4) consecutive 
weeks in The Knoxville Focus, which is a news-
paper published at least weekly in Knox County, 
Tennessee, and that the Respondent, JOHN DOE 
(Unknown Father), be given notice therein that 
he is hereby REQUIRED to answer or otherwise 
respond to the Petition filed in this case within 
thirty (30) days from the date of the fourth (4th) 
weekly publication of this Order; and that should 
the Respondent fail then he shall be deemed to 
have received actual notice hereof and default 
may be taken against him at a hearing for the ter-
mination of his parental rights and the adoption of 
said child in the Chancery Court for Union County, 
Tennessee on January 17th, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. in 
the Union County Courthouse, 901 Main Street, 
Maynardville, Tennessee.     

Enter this the 8 day of Nov, 2023.

Hon. Elizabeth C. Asbury

EVAN M. NEWMAN, BPR# 035269
Attorney for Petitioners

P.O. Box 6
Rutledge, Tennessee 37861

Ph.: (865) 828-3111
enewman@daniel-law.co

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO: WALTER DOOLEY, SR. AND UNKNOWN 
HEIRS OF EDNA SCOTT AND ANY AND ALL 
UNKNOWN PERSONS CLAIMING ANY LEGAL 
OR EQUITABLE RIGHT, TITLE, ESTATE, LIEN OR 
INTEREST

IN RE: LATONYA LATTIMORE, JENNIFER 
ROCK, SHELTON COTNER, REGGIE COTNER, 

JOHNNISHA COTNER, SCOTT COTNER, 
JOHN COTNER III, CHERYL MICKLER, 

LUTHER MICKLER, KERRY MICKLER, SARAH 
SANDERS, CHANEL SANDERS, KAMERYN 

SANDERS, THOMAS K. SANDERS, VINCENT 
SANDERS, KALEB SANDERS SNAPP, KERMIT 
SANDERS SNAPP AND YOLANDA J. SNAPP,

PETITIONERS.
V.

WALTER DOOLEY, SR. AND UNKNOWN
HEIRS OF EDNA SCOTT AND ANY AND ALL

UNKNOWN PERSONS CLAIMING ANY LEGAL
OR EQUITABLE RIGHT, TITLE, ESTATE, LIEN
OR INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED

IN THE PETITION AS JOHN DOES 1
THROUGH 10, RESPONDENTS.

NO.  207212-1
IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR 

KNOX COUNTY, TENNESSEE
In this Cause, it appearing from the Com-

plaint filed, which is sworn to, that the WALTER 
DOOLEY, SR. AND UNKNOWN HEIRS OF EDNA 
SCOTT AND ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN PER-
SONS CLAIMING ANY LEGAL OR EQUITABLE 
RIGHT, TITLE, ESTATE, LIEN OR INTEREST IN 
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN THE PETITION 
AS JOHN DOES 1 THROUGH 10, defendant, a 
non-resident of the State of Tennessee, or whose 

whereabouts cannot be ascertained upon diligent 
search and inquiry, so that the ordinary process 
of law cannot be served upon, it is ordered that 
said defendant, WALTER DOOLEY, SR. AND UN-
KNOWN HEIRS OF SCOTT AND ANY AND ALL 
UNKNOWN PERSONS CLAIMING ANY LEGAL OR 
EQUITABLE RIGHT, TITLE, ESTATE, LIEN OR IN-
TEREST IN THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN THE 
PETITION AS JOHN DOES 1 THROUGH 10, file an 
answer with the Clerk and Master of the Chancery 
Court at Knoxville, Tennessee and with BARBARA 
W. CLARK, an Attorney whose address is 2415 
E. MAGNOLIA AVENUE, KNOXVILLE, TN 37917 
within thirty (30) days of the last date of publica-
tion or a judgment by default will be taken against 
you and the cause will be set for hearing Ex-Parte 
as to you before Chancellor JOHN F. WEAVER at 
the Knox County Chancery Court, Division I, 400 
Main Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902. This 
notice will be published in a The Knoxville Focus 
Newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 20th day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

J Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF GEORGIA E. BLAKE AILEY
DOCKET NUMBER 88602-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 9 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, Letters of Testamentary/Ad-
ministration in respect to the Estate of GEORGIA 
E. BLAKE AILEY, deceased, who died on August 
18, 2023, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Probate Court for Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured against the Estate are re-
quired to file the same in triplicate with the Clerk 
and Master of the above-named Court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), oth-
erwise their claim will be forever barred;

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the Decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 9 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF GEORGIA E. BLAKE AILEY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
THOMAS BLAKE

4300 GENNY LYNN DRIVE 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

 
SCOTT B. HAHN, ATTORNEY

5344 N. BROADWAY, SUITE 101
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ELAINE FRANCES ALLEN
DOCKET NUMBER 88321-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 16 day 
of NOVEMBER, 2023, Letters Testamentary in 
respect to the Estate of ELAINE FRANCES AL-
LEN, who died on June 6, 2023, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against her 
estate are required to file the same with the Clerk 
and Master of the above-named court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), oth-
erwise their claims will be forever barred;

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1) (A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 16 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF ELAINE FRANCES ALLEN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
CHRISTA D. ROSENBERG 
3912 SHIPWATCH LANE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

H. STEPHEN GILLMAN, ATTORNEY 
P.O. BOX 870

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BEVERLEY BAILEY
DOCKET NUMBER 88643-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 9 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters of administration in 
respect of the Estate of BEVERLEY BAILEY who 
died May 12, 2023 were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above  named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in(1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B)Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 9 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF BEVERLEY BAILEY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
TAMARA A. GILBERTSON 

18994 THRUSH COVE
MUSCODA, WI 53573

M. CATHERINE WARMBROD, ATTORNEY
10805 KINGSTON PIKE, SUITE 200

KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF HENRY JOHN BANNEN 
DOCKET NUMBER 88301-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of HENRY JOHN BANNEN who died 
May 30, 2023, were issued the undersigned by 
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against his or her estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 3 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF HENRY JOHN BANNEN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DIANNE BANNEN; ADMINISTRATRIX

709 MAPLE AVE.
ERWIN, TN 37650

 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MIKEL STALLINGS BURNS 
DOCKET NUMBER 88681-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of MIKEL STALLINGS BURNS who 
died Oct 21, 2023, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against his or her estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 6 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF MIKEL STALLINGS BURNS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
MIKEL Y R BURNS; EXECUTOR

365 GLENRIDGE LANE 
LENOIR CITY, TN. 37771

 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DARYL KEVIN CATE 
DOCKET NUMBER 88563-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters administration in re-
spect of the Estate of DARYL KEVIN CATE who 
died Apr 28, 2017, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against his or her estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 3 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF DARYL KEVIN CATE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
KIMBERLEE D FORD; ADMINISTRATRIX 

1603 EDDS ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37914

 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CLARA S. CATE
DOCKET NUMBER 88682-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 9 day of NO-
VEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary (or letters of 
administration as the case may be) in respect of 
the Estate of CLARA S. CATE who died September 
24, 2023, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
of the above- named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 9 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF CLARA S. CATE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
SHARON C. FRIAR

4280 BOYD’S CREEK HWY. #31
SEVIERVILLE, TN 37876

BRADLEY S. LEWIS, ATTORNEY 
10413 KINGSTON PIKE, SUITE 200

KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF YVONNE LUCILLE COULSON 
DOCKET NUMBER 88661-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of YVONNE LUCILLE COULSON who 
died Aug 2, 2023, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against his or her estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 3 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF YVONNE LUCILLE COULSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
CYNTHIA COULSON; CO-EXECUTRIX 

7212 KAYLA BETH COURT 
OOLTEWAH, TN. 37363

MICHELLE FRASER; CO-EXECUTRIX 
11016 WALNUT CREEK LANE 

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37932

BRAD A FRASER ATTORNEY 
900 S GAY STREET, SUITE 1800

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37902

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOHN ALVIN DAVIS, III
DOCKET NUMBER 88655-1

 Notice is hereby given that on the 9 day 
of NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of JOHN ALVIN DAVIS, 
III who died June 10, 2023, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate Divi-
sion, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resi-
dent and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the clerk of the above-named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in 
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 9 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF JOHN ALVIN DAVIS, III 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
HEIDI BARNES, EXECUTOR

2424 FREY AVENUE
VENICE, CA 90291

ANGELIA M. NYSTROM, ATTORNEY 
1111 N. NORTHSHORE DRIVE, SUITE S-700 

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF STEWARD R. DICKEY
DOCKET NUMBER 88545-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 14 day 
of NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of STEWARD R. DICKEY 
who died on August 27th, 2023 were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required to 
file the same with the clerk of the above-named 
court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be 
forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 14 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF STEWARD R. DICKEY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KAREN DICKEY HAMPTON 

57 COURT OAK CIRCLE 
RINGGOLD GA 30736

M.SUE WHITE, ATTORNEY
216 PHOENIX CT. SUITE D

SEYMOUR TN 37865

 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JEAN N. DYSART
DOCKET NUMBER 88634-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 16 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters of administration in re-
spect of the Estate of JEAN N. DYSART who died 
June 27, 2023, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above- named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 16 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF JEAN N. DYSART

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
DIANA L. PALMER

8031 LETT RD.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37721

SARAH E. C. MALIA, ATTORNEY 
P.O. BOX 12395 

KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARILYN ROWE ERICKSON
DOCKET NUMBER 88559-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 9 day of NO-
VEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of MARILYN ROWE ERICKSON who 
died April 27, 2023, were issued to the under-
signed by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against the estate are required to file the 
same with the clerk of the above- named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in 
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 9 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF MARILYN ROWE ERICKSON 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KENLYN STEWART

201 LITTLE SWITZERLAND ROAD 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

 
JOHN MINER ERICKSON

312 DRAKE COURT
BENICIA, CA 94510

 
P. ANDREW SNEED, ATTORNEY
217 EAST BROADWAY AVENUE
MARYVILLE, TENNESSEE 37804

 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DELORES A FENWICK
DOCKET NUMBER 88666-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of NO-
VEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of DELORES A FENWICK who died Apr 
4, 2023, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the Clerk 
and Master of the above-named court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) oth-
erwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first date of the publication of this notice if the 
creditor received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 6 day of NOVEMBER, 2023
 

ESTATE OF DELORES A FENWICK

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
DORIS SAYLOR; EXECUTRIX 

6217 APACHE TRAIL
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37920

 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JUDITH YEISER FERRELL
DOCKET NUMBER 88672-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 14 day 
of NOVEMBER, 2023, Letters Testamentary (or 
Letters of Administration as the case may be) in 
respect to the Estate of JUDITH YEISER FERRELL, 
who died on August 25, 2023, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate Divi-
sion of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resi-
dent and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the Estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk of the above  named Court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed 
in (1) or (2) below, otherwise their claims will be 
forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this Notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the Notice to Creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the Notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 14 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF JUDITH YEISER FERRELL

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
PAIGE JOHNSON BROOKS 

1157 BEACON ROAD
SEVIERVILLE, TN 37876

O.E. SCHOW, IV
900 SOUTH GAY STREET, 9TH FLOOR

P.O. BOX 900
KNOXVILLE, TN 37901-0900

 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF FRANCES LOUISE HALL 
DOCKET NUMBER 88543-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of NO-
VEMBER 2023, letters administration in respect of 
the Estate of FRANCES LOUISE HALL who died Jul 
3, 2023, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 6 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF FRANCES LOUISE HALL

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
JOYCE ARMSTRONG; ADMINISTRATRIX

303 FERN STREET 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37914

 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LISA JEANNE JOHNSON
DOCKET NUMBER 88547-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 9 day of 
November, 2023, letters testamentary (or letters 
of administration as the case may be) in respect of 
the Estate of LISA JEANNE JOHNSON who died 
July 31, 2023 were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division of Knox 
County, Tennessee.  All persons, resident and 
non¬-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against the estate are required to file the 
same with the clerk of the above- named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in 
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B)   Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 9 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF LISA JEANNE JOHNSON 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
AMANDA LEE BAKER MULROONY

4761 MINTON CT
CARMEL IN 46033

FELICIA F. COALSON, ATTORNEY
900 S. GAY ST., SUITE 800

KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BARBARA ANN LEWIS 
DOCKET NUMBER 88613-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 9 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of BARBARA ANN LEWIS who died 
Aug 16, 2022, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 9 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF BARBARA ANN LEWIS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
KATHRYN WALKER; EXECUTRIX 

2215 HOUSER ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37919

 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PAYSON LYON 
DOCKET NUMBER 88678-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of PAYSON LYON who died Oct 9, 
2023, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above-named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(BJ Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 6 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF PAYSON LYON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
ERICA LYON; EXECUTRIX 
2256 DUCK COVE DRIVE 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37922

 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF HELEN MCLUER 
DOCKET NUMBER 88675-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of HELEN MCLUER who died Jul 26, 
2023, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above-named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 6 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF HELEN MCLUER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
DARREL F HOLLOWAY; EXECUTOR

 4501 AYLESBURY DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37918

You can reserve your legal or public notice 
by emailing Lisa at legals@knoxfocus.com 

or calling (865) 686-9970.
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 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARION DAVID NAILL
DOCKET NUMBER 88719-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 13 day of 
November, 2023, Letters of Testamentary (or of 
Administration as the case may be) in respect of 
the Estate MARION DAVID NAILL who died on No-
vember 17, 2022, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennes-
see. All persons, resident and nonresident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication (or posting, as the case may be) of 
this notice if the creditor received an actual copy 
of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the 
date of the first publication (or posting); or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication (or 
posting) as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 13 day of November, 2023

ESTATE OF MARION DAVID NAILL 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE
SAMUEL GENTRY 

134 RAMSEY ROAD
MARYVILLE, TN 37801

STUART I. CASSELL, ATTORNEY 
707 MARKET STREET
KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CAROL MARIE PERKINS
DOCKET NUMBER 88623-2

 Notice is hereby given that on the 9 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary in re-
spect of the Estate of CAROL MARIE PERKINS 
who died on the 6th day of September, 2023 were 
issued to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against the estate are re-
quired to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1) (A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 9 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF CAROL MARIE PERKINS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
PHILLIPE. PERKINS

1525 GREY TOWN WAY 203
KNOXVILLE, TN 37932

MATTHEW B. FRERE, ATTORNEY
1001 E. BROADWAY

LENOIR CITY, TN 37771

 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF VIVIAN KAREN PUCKETT 
DOCKET NUMBER 88604-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of VIVIAN KAREN PUCKETT who 
died Sep 13, 2023, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against his or her estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(BJ Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 3 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF VIVIAN KAREN PUCKETT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SWAINE SKEEN; EXECUTOR

145 CROMWELL DRIVE 
ROCKY MOUNT, VA 24151

 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF HERSCHEL JOHN SHARP
DOCKET NUMBER 88621-3

Notice is Hereby Given that on the 9 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, Letters Testamentary, in re-
spect of the Estate of HERSCHEL JOHN SHARP, 
deceased, who died July 30, 2023, were issued 
to the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured against his estate are re-
quired to file the same in triplicate with the Clerk 
of the above-named Court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 

claims will be forever barred:
(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 

first publication (or posting, as the case may be) of 
this notice if the creditor received an actual copy 
of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four months from the date 
of the first publication (or posting); or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors, 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication (or 
posting) as Described in (1) (A); or

 (2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 9 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF HERSCHEL JOHN SHARP

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TERESA D. COOPER; EXECUTRIX

7424 CASTLEGATE BLVD.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

K. DAVID MYERS, ATTORNEY 
P.O. BOX 13 

MAYNARDVILLE, TN 37807

 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BILLY SCOTT SMITH
DOCKET NUMBER 88646-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 9 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, Letters of Testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of BILLY SCOTT SMITH, 
who died on the 28th day of February, 2023, were 
issued to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against the estate are re-
quired to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 9 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF BILLY SCOTT SMITH

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
CHAD DRAKE SMITH

12346 GREEN MOUNTAIN DRIVE 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

 
S. DAVID LIPSEY, ATTORNEY
1430 ISLAND HOME AVENUE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

AMENDED  NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS

ESTATE OF KAREN LOUISE THOMAS
DOCKET NUMBER 88509-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 9th day of 
October 2023 letters of administration in respect 
of the Estate of KAREN LOUISE THOMAS who 
died March 5, 2023 were issued to the under-
signed by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against the estate are required to file the 
same with the clerk of the above  named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in 
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice of the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B)Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 9 day of October, 2023.

ESTATE OF KAREN LOUISE THOMAS 

PERSONAL REPRESINTATIVE(S) 
ANDREW GAITHER

300 MONTVUE ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARY ELIZABETH THOMPSON 
DOCKET NUMBER 88636-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 14 day 
of NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary (or 
letters of administration as the case may be) 
in respect of the Estate of MARY ELIZABETH 
THOMPSON who died JULY 18, 2023 were issued 
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required to 
file the same with the clerk of the above- named 
court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be 
forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 14 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF MARY ELIZABETH THOMPSON 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
LUCINDA DAVIS

7801 MILLIKIN LANE
MECHANICSVILLE, VA 23116

KEVIN TONKIN, ATTORNEY
PO BOX 31053 

KNOXVILLE, TN 37930

 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOSEPH E. WALLEN
DOCKET NUMBER 88704-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 17 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, Letters of Administration in 
respect of the Estate of JOSEPH E. WALLEN who 
died on July 4, 2023, were issued to the under-
signed by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
non-resident having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received a copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 17 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF JOSEPH E. WALLEN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ROBERT HENRY WALLEN

11326 SAM LEE ROAD 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37932

MARK E. BROWN, ATTORNEY 
2633 KINGSTON PIKE, STE. 100

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF TOMMY EUGENE HUNDLEY 
DOCKET NUMBER 88701-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 13 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters administration in re-
spect of the Estate of TOMMY EUGENE HUNDLEY 
who died Jul 18, 2023, were issued the under-
signed by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery 
Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, res-
ident and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 13 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF TOMMY EUGENE HUNDLEY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
HEATHER HENSLEY; ADMINISTRATRIX 

4112 EDINGTON ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37920

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PEGGY AILEEN HIXON JONES 
DOCKET NUMBER 88713-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 13 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of PEGGY AILEEN HIXON JONES 
who died Oct 25, 2023, were issued the under-
signed by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery 
Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, res-
ident and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named Court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death. 

This the 13 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF PEGGY AILEEN HIXON JONES

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
MELISSA JANE ROSE; EXECUTRIX 

12701 HEATHLAND DRIVE
FARRAGUT, TN. 37934

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF ANN B. LONG

DOCKET NUMBER 88528-3 
Notice is hereby given that on the 21 day 

of NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary (or 
letters of administration as the case may be) in 
respect of the Estate of ANN B. LONG who died 
August 14, 2023 were issued to the undersigned 

by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above  named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death. 

This the 21 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF ANN B. LONG 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
MARY LONG THOMAS

3209 LEICESTER DRIVE
MATTHEWS, NC 28104

P. NEWMAN BANKSTON, ATTORNEY 
PEYTON N. RING, ATTORNEY

900 S. GAY STREET, 14TH FLOOR
P.O. BOX 2047

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MICHAEL DAVID MCNEELY 
DOCKET NUMBER 88707-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 13 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of MICHAEL DAVID MCNEELY who 
died Oct 13, 2023, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against his or her estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 13 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF MICHAEL DAVID MCNEELY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
JEFF SLIGER; EXECUTOR

118 ISLAND ROAD 
KINGSTON, TN. 37763

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ALLENE DENTON REDDICK 
DOCKET NUMBER 88296-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 13 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters administration in re-
spect of the Estate of ALLENE DENTON REDDICK 
who died Apr 20, 2023, were issued the under-
signed by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery 
Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, res-
ident and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 13 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF ALLENE DENTON REDDICK

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
BARRY REDDICK; ADMINISTRATOR

236 CROWFIELD ROAD 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37922

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF VERA JEANETTE TUCKER
DOCKET NUMBER 88710-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 13 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of VERA JEANETTE TUCKER who 
died Oct 17, 2023, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against his or her estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death. 

This the 13 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF VERA JEANETTE TUCKER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
VICKIE T SUMMERS; CO-EXECUTOR 

7421 LAWFORD ROD
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37919

RICK A TUCKER; CO-EXECUTOR
511 PRINCETON COURT 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37919

MISC. 
NOTICES

LEGAL SECTION 94

Knox County will receive bids for the following 
items & services:

RFQ 3496, Defined Contribution Third-Party 
Administrative Services, due 12/19/23; 

RFP 3497, Community Use of Facilities Soft-
ware, due 12/21/23;

Bid 3498, Mobile Classroom Vehicles for CAC, 
due 12/21/23

For additional information call 865-215-5777, 
stop by the Procurement Division, 1000 North 
Central St., Suite 100, Knoxville, TN  37917, or 
visit our website: www.knoxcounty.org/procure-
ment.  To bid on Knox County surplus items, go to 
www.govdeals.com.

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
The owners & lien holders of the following 

vehicles are hereby notified of their rights to pay 
all charges & reclaim said vehicles being held at 
the storage lot of A-1 Express Tire and Wrecker 
Service. Failure to reclaim these vehicles will be 
deemed a waiver of all rights and titles along with 
consent to dispose of said vehicles at public auc-
tion held on Monday Dec 18th 2023 at 10:00 am 
at 11941 Chapman Hwy, Seymour TN 37865
06 GMC ENV   1GKDT13S162153760
13 CHRY 30C   2C3CCAET4DH518499
06 CHEV SLV   2GCEC13V861321906
09 FORD F15   1FTPW14V79FA96972
98 MERC MOU   4M2ZU55P1WUJ19279
04 HOND UEX   1HGCM82774A013945
05 MAZD TRB   4 F 2 Y Z 9 2 Z -
55KM30112
03 CHEV SUB   3GNFK16Z33G322946
18 JEEP CMP   3C4NJCBB2JT272574

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
The owner and /or lien holders of the follow-

ing vehicle is hereby notified of their rights to pay 
all charges and reclaim said vehicle being held at 
701 Cooper St., Knoxville, TN 37917. Failure to 
reclaim this vehicle will be deemed a waiver of all 
rights, title, and consent to dispose of said vehicle 
at public auction on DECEMBER 11, 2023 at 701 
Cooper St, Knoxville, TN 37917.
1. 11 Dodge Caravan 2D4RN5DGXBR669143
2. 17 Hyundai Tucson KM8J3CA47HU444037
3. 12 Dodge Caravan 2C4RDGCGXCR115955
4. 14 Kia Forte  KNAFZ4A80E5059827
5. 87 Chevy S10  1GCCS14R4H2189161
6. BMW MC  WB104160XR0311317
7. 03 Cadillac Escalade 1GYEK63N03R317698
8. 18 Nissan Rogue JN1BJ1CP1JW161527
9. 14 Nissan Sentra 3N1AB7AP4EY220194
10.  94 Ford F150  1FTEX15N6RKB68870
11.  10 Honda Accord 1HGCP2F43AA158831
12. 10 Mitsubishi Lancer JA32W5FV5AU021734
13.  17 Mazda 6  JM1GL1W5XH1116326

 

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
In compliance with TCA 66-14-102 thru 66-

14-106 the following cars will be sold on Decem-
ber 16, 2023 @ 2:00 PM @ Cedar Bluff Towing, 
Inc. 623 Simmons Rd Knoxville, TN if total bill is 
not paid by date of sale.
2003 Pontiac Vibe 5Y2SL62873Z411353 (Jesse 
or Nancy Mcbryar)
2007 Dodge Ram 1D7HA16K97J521419 (Felipe 
Romo Romo)
2007 Honda Accord JHMCM56327C009452 (Tif-
fany Davis)
2014 Nissan Versa 3N1CE2CP5EL362258 (VA 
Finest)
2006 GMC Sierra 1GTEC14X46Z125002 (William 
Kendall)
2010 Chrysler T&C 2A4RR5D16AR414592 (Re-
becca Abbott/ Check Into Cash)
2007 Pontiac G5 1G2AL15F677414064 (Barel-
mann Richard)
2012 Honda Fit JHMGE8H3XCC020318 (Pamela 
Walter/ Capital One Auto Finance)
2005 Jaguar S-Type SAJWA01T85FN50245 (Jo-
seph Goins/ TMX Finance of TN)
2019 Subaru Outback 4S4BSETC6K3210265 
(Michelle Mcdonald)
2015 Car Hauler 5JTAC1829FA006719
2010 Nissan Versa 3N1BC1CP6AL443839 (Jocee 
Winstead)
2013 Dodge Journey 3C4PDCBGXDT661400 
(Christopher Dyer/ Corey Circello/ One Main Fi-
nancial)
2013 Honda Accord 1HGCR2F34DA145320 (Dab-
reona Monroe/ Republic Finance)
2006 Honda Accord 1HGCM56356A092002 (Wil-
liam Hampshire)
2015 Kia Optima 5XXGM4A78FG472881 (Jose 
Estrada)
2004 Toyota Corolla 1NXBR38E94Z330147 
(Carlos Ventura)
2002 Ford Ranger 1FTYR14V22PB38556 (Jordan 
Butzine)
2012 Nissan Pathfinder 5N1AR1NN5CC640501 
(TN Farmers Mutual Ins)

2005 Kia Spectra KNAFE161155077680 (Jose 
Lopez)
1996 Toyota Tercel JT2AC52L6T0162650 (Mi-
chael Stone)
2003 Chevy Silverado 1GCEK19T63E123523 
(John Morrison)
2004 Toyota Camry 4T1BE32K44U281479 
2012 Nissan Rogue JN8AS5MT4CW603698 (Me-
gan Bates/ Credit Accpt)
2017 Chevy Silverado 1GC4KYCGXHF132131 
2005 Infiniti G35 JNKCV54E25M414557 (Daniel 
Detetta/ Titlemax of TN)
2008 Mazda CX9 JM3TB38V880160008 (Na-
than Croyle/ Onemain Financial)
2009 Mini Cooper WMWML33589TX34573 (Sky-
ler West/ Brandy Ryan/ Onemain Financial)
2009 Mini Cooper WMWMF73589TW82215 (Jo-
seph Watkins)
2015 Kawasaki ZX1000 JKAZXCJ17FA024756 
(Lynda Campbell/ Nikolas White/ Sheffield Finan-
cial)
2012 Honda Accord 1HGCP2F38CA180611 (Wil-
liam Harris/ TN Quick Cash)
2016 Kia Optima 5XXGT4L3XGG049010 (Keyera 
Jackson/ Sunrise Accpt)
2003 Ford Ranger 1FTYR15E53PB10489 (Jose 
Martinez)
1999 Dodge Ram 1B7HC16Z7XS266720 (Waylon 
Howell)
2005 Volvo XC90 YV1CZ852751202342 (Pa-
tience Logan)
2011 Chevy Malibu 1G1ZD5EUXBF172260 (Pat-
sy Godin/ Ernest Smith)
2007 Honda Accord 1HGCM66557A082918 (Ja 
Montae Hackler)
2011 Mercedes C300 WDDGF5EB8BR161186 
(Monterio Dotson/ C&C Motor Co)
1999 Chevy S10 1GCCS1442X8142615 (Michael 
Hall)
2002 VW GTI 9BWDE61J024032378 (Mary 
Price/ TN Title Loans)

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
In compliance with TCA 66-14-102 thru 

66-14-106 the following cars will be sold on De-
cember 16, 2023 @ 2:00 PM @ Chestnut Street 
Transport & Recovery, Inc. 2430 Thorngrove Pike 
Knoxville, TN if total bill is not paid by date of sale. 
2012 Hyundai Sonata 5NPEC4AC2CH483558 
(Jonathan Brown/ Linda Howard/ Carmax)
2000 Ford Ranger 1FTYR14V3YTA86497 (Gor-
don Windell/ Advance America)
2003 Ford Taurus 1FAFP55U43A271081 (Whit-
ney Lacey)
2005 Chrysler Pacifica 2C8GM48L35R436720 
(Hannah Hurst/ George Mcclure)
2009 Toyota Prius JTDKB20U997870822 (Zach-
ary Smith)
1991 Chevy Blazer 1GNCT18Z4M8167280 (Wal-
ter Love)
2016 Nissan Rogue KNMAT2MT6GP592971 
(Progressive Casualty)
2019 Toyota Camry 4T1B11HKXKU758193 (Jo-
seph Houk/ Credit Accpt)
1999 Honda Accord 1HGCG5650XA000448 
(Brandon Galyon)
2003 Jeep Liberty 1J4GL48K83W677148 (Julia 
Baysinger)
2010 Honda Insight JHMZE2H70AS011395 
(Ralonda Brown/ TMX Finance of TN)
2011 Hyundai Sonata 5NPEB4AC7BH092438 (Ge 
Shae Ballenger)
2009 Honda Civic 2HGFA16639H320139 (Alaya 
Ramsey/ Just Auto & Leasing)
2009 Chevy Impala 2G1WT57K791205217 (Wil-
liam Aldridge/ TMX Finance of TN)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Application for title:
Josh McCoig hereby serves notice that he/she 

intends to apply for a title on a vehicle described 
as follows: 1995 HONDA SHADOW, Vehicle Iden-
tification Number JH2PC2100SM6012103. Any 
and all parties holding an interest in said vehicle 
must contact Josh McCoig by certified mail, return 
receipt requested, within ten (10) business days of 
the date of this publication to 8704 Kingston Pike, 
Knoxville, TN 37923.

Published in The Knoxville Focus Monday, No-
vember 27, 2023.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOW COMING FORWARD Elizabeth Segrest 

(Elizabeth Johnson) intending to do business in 
Knox County, Tennessee under the name of ELIZA-
BETH THERESA SEGREST at 905 Festival Lane, 
Knoxville, TN  37923.  Any inquiries refer to the 
above stated business address.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Application for title:
Jim or Donna Fouraker hereby serves notice 

that he/she intends to apply for a title on a vehicle 
described as follows: 2016 FORD ESCAPE, Vehicle 
Identification Number 1FMCU0GX5GUC24237. 
Any and all parties holding an interest in said 
vehicle must contact Jim or Donna Fouraker by 
certified mail, return receipt requested, within ten 
(10) business days of the date of this publication 
to Sequoyah Hills Service Center, 1180 Keowee 
Ave, Knoxville, TN 37919.

Published in The Knoxville Focus Monday, No-
vember 27, 2023.

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
PUBLIC SALE TO BE HELD ON, December 

13, 2023 11:00 AM AT YOUR EXTRA STORAGE 
(starts at Cedar Bluff location): CONTENTS OF 
THE FOLLOWING UNITS WILL BE SOLD TO SAT-
ISFY OWNERS LIEN FOR RENT DUE 

254 Harry Lane Blvd. Knoxville TN 37923: 
E38 Kita Wynder, M38 John Fletcher, A09 Jared 
Howard, E11 Joshua Smith.  7144 Clinton Hwy, 
Knoxville TN  37849:  C04 Charles Emert, F20 
Ricky Garner, A03 Marcos Vela.  4303 E. Emory 
Rd. Knoxville TN. 37938: F55 Tiffany Cremeans, 
G40 Stuart Humberg.

      CASH ONLY

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES

How many of us have this 
quaint image in our heads of 
the classic American neigh-
borhood? People mowing 
their lawns, kids on their bicy-
cles, cars being washed, and 
a lemonade stand being run 
by a couple of middle school-
age children.

We do not see too many 
lemonade stands anymore, 
but they may not be as 
easy to set up as they were 

previously because of food 
trucks.

Food trucks can be great. 
A mobile restaurant can set 
up shop at various events, 
however, several laws have 
gone into place to ensure 
that they are being operated 
safely and selling food that is 
safe to eat. One of those new 
laws is the requirement that 
food trucks obtain a permit 
to operate. Previously, there 

was a law that exempted 
minors from having to obtain 
similar permits to operate 
a temporary/mobile food or 
drink operation.

Unfortunately, that law 
does not exist anymore. The 
only law that even address-
es children selling food is 
Tennessee Code Annotated 
section 53-8-121 which 
states, “Children eighteen 
years of age or younger do 

not need a license or permit 
to sell bakery goods, home-
made or otherwise, soft 
drinks or other similar food 
commodities at public 
events.”

Great! Kids can sell food 
at public events without a 
permit, but is a lemonade 
stand in the front yard a 
public event? I do not believe 
that it is.

So if you are a rule follower, 

your child may need a permit 
to operate that lemonade 
stand.

Jedidiah McKeehan is an 
attorney practicing in Knox 
County and surrounding 
counties.  He works in many 
areas, including family law, 
criminal, and personal injury. 
Visit attorney-knoxville.com 
for more information about 
this legal issue and other 
legal issues.

Does Your Child’s Lemonade Stand Need a Permit?

By Jedidiah 
McKeehan
jed@attorney-
knoxville.com
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Powell early last season 
and the Lady Mavericks 
made just one 3-pointer in 
that game and Anderson 
County coach Mitch 
Cupples, who has a long 
memory, recalled that after 
the game.

“I don’t know if you 
remember last year but we 
were 1-for-21 on 3-pointers 
over here,” Cupples said.

Tuesday night was cer-
tainly a different story 
as four different play-
ers knocked down shots 
from beyond the arc for 
Anderson County.

Macy Basford made six 
three-pointers, including 
five in the first half. Emily 
Mustard converted five. 
Bethany Lowe had three 

and Jaylynn Bullock had 
two for the Lady Mavericks, 
who led, 60-52, at the end 
of the third stanza.

Powell would trail by 
as many as 15 points in 
the fourth quarter after 
Mustard buried a 3-point-
er to make it 68-53, with 
6 minutes, 35 seconds 
remaining in the game.

But the Lady Panthers, 
who are still in search of 
their first win of the 2023-
24 season, wouldn’t go 
away. They battled back 
and pulled to within 68-66 

when Izy Wilds made three 
free throws with 4:03 to go.  
But Powell wouldn’t come 
any closer.

Mustard had a game-
high 23 points, while 
Basford and Lowe scored 
22 points apiece for the 
Lady Mavericks.

Powell (0-3) had three 
players post double fig-
ures in the scoring column. 
Payton Richmond led the 
Lady Panthers with 20 
points.  Krysta Madison 
added 19 and Aliana 
Schroeder finished with 10.

Again the Rebels capi-
talized as Devin Jamison 
scored on a 36-yard run 
behind good blocking on 
the left side of the line to 
increase the advantage to 
21-3.

West ended the first 
half with a 15-play 
march that resulted in 
Schmid’s 21-yard field 
goal. Quarterback Hunter 
Dance picked up a first 
down with a 13-yard run 
in the final minute of the 
drive.

The Mustangs got in 
the red zone on their first 
possession of the second 
half, but Smith stopped 
the threat with a pair of 
8-yard sacks.

Dance and Bowers con-
nected for a 41-yard TD 
pass play to boost the 
Rebels’ lead to 31-3 late 
in the third quarter.

West linebacker Jack 
Keith stripped the ball 
out of receiver Spencer 
Makuch’s hands and 
returned it 16 yards to 
the WV 21. The Rebels 

couldn’t cash in howev-
er as Schmid missed a 
35-yard FG.

Anderson Smith ruined 
the Mustangs’ next pos-
session with a 4-yard sack 
on third down and then 
blocking their punt.

West took over at the 
West Valley 24. Wrenn car-
ried the ball five of the next 
six plays and scored on a 
4-yard run on the left side 
with 1:40 to go.

Cont. from page 1

By Ken Lay

For the first half of its early-season bas-
ketball game against Anderson County, 
Powell High School’s boys basketball team 
struggled to contain the Mavericks. The 
Panthers faced a halftime deficit.

But a defensive adjustment proved to be 
the element that would help Powell keep 
its perfect record intact with 61-52 vic-
tory Tuesday night at Powell’s Jeff Hunter 
Gymnasium.

“We came out and we started in full-
court (man-to-man defense) and we 
weren’t really prepared for that because 
we’ve only had our football players out for 
a couple of days,” Panthers’ coach Gary 
Barnes said. “I thought they were getting 
by us, so we switched to half-court man 
after halftime.

That worked as Powell (3-0), which 
recently got its football players after the 
Panthers were eliminated by West High in 
the TSSAA Class 5A quarterfinals of the 
football playoffs on Nov. 17.

The switch in defensive tactics proved 
to be just what the Panthers, who trailed, 
17-13, at the end of the first quarter and 
trimmed the deficit to 30-27 by halftime.

But Anderson County (1-4) did its part to 
help Powell pick up the win according to its 
second-year head coach Jordan Jeffers.

“They took the press off us a little bit 
and we took some bad shots,” Jeffers 
said. “We took some bad shots and made 
some bad shots in the first half and that 
was fool’s gold.

“You can’t shoot 25 percent from the 
floor and even worse from three and miss 
free throws and expect to win. Defensively, 
we probably played well enough to win, but 
we were absolutely atrocious offensively 
and that’s my fault.”

Anderson County scored just 22 points 
after the break and was held to just 
nine points in the third frame. Still, the 
Mavericks were only down, 45-39,  head-
ing into the final eight minutes.

While the Mavericks struggled, Powell’s 

top two offensive players heated up after 
the break. Kaleb Walker scored 23 of his 
game-high 28 points in the second half 
and Nathan Russell 10 of his 18 points 
over the final 16 minutes.6

“Both of those guys are great players,” 
Barnes said. “They play with great inten-
sity and they do things the way we want 
to do things.”

Despite their offensive struggles, the 
Mavericks had three players post double 
figures in the scoring column. Reigning 
District 4-3A Most Valuable Player Brandon 
Dake had 16 points. Cole Russell added 
14 and Ryan McGhee finished with 12.

PHOTO BY TAMMY HEARD. 

Powell High's Nathan Russell (34) takes it 
to the hoop as Anderson County's Ryan Mc-
Ghee trails the play. Russell scored 18 points 
as the Panthers defeated the Mavericks, 61-
52, Tuesday night at the Jeff Hunter Gym-
nasium. 

West D-feats 
Walker Valley, 38-3

Cont. from page 1
By Mark Nagi

A few years ago, I came 
to the realization that life 
is short, and we shouldn’t 
take it for granted. Yes, this 
is something that we might 
talk or think about in pass-
ing, but I made it a point 
to change my attitude and 
actions with regard to my 
mortality.

A big thing that I find 
myself doing more and 
more is travel. I love East 
Tennessee, but I also want 
to make sure that I see as 
much of this great country 
of ours as time and financ-
es allow.

I also try to combine my 
trips with a sporting event 
of some sort, and recent-
ly I made another trek with 
some friends to Wyoming.

Why Wyoming you ask? 
Why not! I visited there a 
couple of years ago and 
couldn’t wait to go back.

Now, there is no flying on 
this trip. One day’s drive 
to Kansas City, one more 
day’s drive to Laramie. 
Approximately 20-22 
hours total by car. I’m 6’1” 
and that’s a long time to 
be sitting, but still worth 
every future trip to the 
chiropractor.

This journey was cen-
tered around the Wyoming/
Colorado State game, 
known affectionately as the 
“Border War.” These teams, 
these fans, these schools… 
they don’t like each other. 
Not one bit. The Cowboys 
student section had chants 
that would make a WWII 
soldier blush.

This would be the 115th 
meeting between these 
schools, and Wyoming was 
looking for its 3rd straight 
victory. This would allow 
the coveted “Bronze Boot” 

trophy to stay in Laramie for 
another year.

Wyoming prides itself on 
its altitude, with its campus 
7220 feet above sea level. 
I’ve been out there a couple 
of times and you certain-
ly can feel the difference. 
Breathing at times can be 
a struggle. Sadly, it takes a 
few days to really get accli-
mated to the conditions… 
right around the time I’m 
heading back to Knoxville.

Despite being 1500 miles 
from home, we made sure 
to represent Tennessee 
with clothing and car stick-
ers. We had a man from 
Maryville stop by our tail-
gate, and he proceeded 
to get a nearby DJ to play 
Rocky Top and Copperhead 
Road. While the rest of the 
Cowboys and Rams fans 
were confused by the song 
selections, our group was 
fired up.

The strangest moment 
came as we walked into 
the beautiful War Memorial 
Stadium. We were stopped 
by a young man named 
Tanner Serrato, a Maryville 
native who saw our group 
and wanted to say hi. 
Serrato was at the game 
with his girlfriend. Taking 
this chance of fate as a 
sign from the gods, Serrato 
pulled a ring out of his 
jacket pocket, got down on 
one knee and proposed to 
his girlfriend.

She said yes.
Tennessee. Wyoming. 

Romance.
Oh, as for the game, 

Wyoming edged Colorado 
State 24-15, and celebra-
tions lasted well into the 
night in Laramie as the Boot 
stays where it belongs.

The rest of the trip was 
spent seeing the wonder-
ful little towns (Dubois, 

Sheridan, Parkman, etc.) 
and beautiful sites (Grand 
Tetons National Park, 
Snowy Range, Bighorn 
Mountains, etc.) of that part 
of the country.

Words really don’t do 
them justice. And honestly, 
neither do pictures.

The drive back was… how 
can I put this properly… not 
fun. Drives to your destina-
tion are filled with adren-
aline. Drives back from 
your destination are mile 
after mile of boredom and 
sleepiness.

That all said, when you 
are looking to get out of 
town and see the world, 
might I suggest Wyoming? 
Just do me a favor and don’t 
tell anyone else. Wyoming is 
one of the best-kept secrets 
this country has to offer.

A trip to Wyoming Anderson County outduels Lady 
Panthers in 3-point shootout

Defensive change helps 
Panthers remain undefeated

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

PHOTO BY JASON CANTRELL

West's Mesijah Wrenn tackles Walker Valley QB/P Evan Schwarzl for a 9-yard loss on 
a fake punt in the first quarter. The Rebels will go against Page Friday night in Chat-
tanooga for their second state title in a row.
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