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By Ray Hill
Mike McMillan, East 

Knox County’s member of 
the Knox County Board of 
Education, has announced 
he will not seek reelection 
next year. During McMil-
lan’s tenure, the board of 
education has seen some-
thing like $100 million 
come through new build-
ings and improvements to 
area schools. 

“The Bible says there is 
a time for seasons, and 
it’s time to hand this off to 
someone else.  I’ve accom-
plished most of what I set 
out to do on the school 
board,” McMillan said. 

Mike McMillan, after 
a 10-year tenure as a 
Knox County Commis-
sioner, sought election to 
the board of education in 
2010.  The election was to 
fill the seat left vacant by 
the resignation of Bill Phil-
lips. McMillan ran as an 
unabashed advocate for 
the 8th District and said 
he was strongly in favor 
of building a new middle 
school in the Gibbs com-
munity, as well as a new 
elementary school in the 
Carter community.  McMil-
lan had credibility as he 
had been a big backer of 
a new middle school for 

Gibbs while on the county 
commission.

Mike McMillan ham-
mered home his belief the 
8th District needed some-
one on the Knox County 
Board of Education who 
would stand up for the 
people rather than the 
school system.  McMillan 
won the election, carrying 
virtually every precinct in 
the district, with 53% of 
the vote. 

It was a new kind of cam-
paign for the school board.  
Before Mike McMillan’s 
comeback, campaigns for 
the board had been largely 
sedate affairs, pretty well 

devoid of real issues, with 
all candidates mouthing the 
same platitudes that they 
loved children and were for 
“good schools.”  The days 
of beauty contests for the 
Knox County Board of Edu-
cation were over.  It was 
a high watermark in Knox 
County elections.

For the first few years of 
his service on the board of 
education, McMillan risked 
ridicule and became some-
thing of an outcast for his 
insistence upon represent-
ing the people of the 8th 
District. McMillan grum-
bled that the philosophy of 

McMillan to Retire From Board of Education

FOCUS FILE PHOTO.

Knox County Board of Education District 8 representative 
Mike McMillan stands on the property of the now-Carter 
Elementary School on the site tour held January 6, 2012.

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

While some local news 
media has reported that 
the Knoxville City Coun-
cil voted against a resolu-
tion calling for peace and 
support of the Palestinian 
people, that vote never 
actually took place.

Councilwoman Amelia 
Parker’s proposal drew 
hundreds of citizens to 
the Tuesday council meet-
ing and Mayor Indya Kin-
cannon used her gavel 
often in an attempt to 

stop shouting and chants 
of “Ceasefire Now” from 
local Knoxville activists 
and Palestinian support-
ers.

The Parker resolution 
called on Congressman 
Tim Burchett to vote on 
criticizing Israel’s reac-
tion to the bombing attack 
from Hamas.

Citizens spoke in favor 
and opposition to the res-
olution and faced verbal 
hostility from the crowd. 
Mayor Kincannon often 

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Amid the yelling and 
loud chanting of protest-
ers Tuesday the Knoxville 
City Council managed to 
vote on other agenda items 
after adjourning twice 
during the session so the 
crowd could calm down.

One of those votes saw 
the council postpone the 
agreement to pass along 
all animal control to the 
Young-Williams Animal 
Center and modify the 
Animal Control Board. Sev-
eral council members had 
questions for Councilwom-
an Janet Testerman, who is 
director of the facility.

Councilwoman Lauren 
Rider was concerned 
about how appeals and 
complaints might be han-
dled once YWAC assumes 
responsibility for animal 
problems and was criti-
cal of Testerman serv-
ing on the Animal Control 
Board while also head-
ing the center. Testerman 
responded that the Animal 
Control Board is “lined up 
the way it should be.”

“You can’t be in multiple 
roles,” Rider said.

The first reading of the 
agreement was moved 
to the council’s Decem-
ber 12th meeting and, if 
needed, could be approved 

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The City of Knoxville is 
running out of housing 
space and Knox County 
has lots of remaining agri-
cultural land with room for 
houses. The Growth Policy 
Coordinating Commit-
tee met Monday evening 
and got an earful from 
county farmers who fear 
proposed changes could 
threaten their lifestyle.

The Growth Plan Policy 
is part of “Advance Knox” 
and was established by 
Mayor Glenn Jacobs to 
review the possible land 
use policies over the next 
20 years when, according 
to some estimates, more 
than 70,000 new resi-
dents will join the already 
rapidly growing county.

The public meeting 
drew a large crowd and 
the meeting began with 
the committee choosing 
Jacobs as chairman over 
KUB’s John W. Williams in 
a friendly nomination pro-
cess which saw Williams 
vote for Jacobs. After the 
9-2 vote, Jacobs called on 

Deputy Law Director Mike 
Moyers to explain the 
powers of the committee 
and the process.

Moyers said the com-
mittee can recommend 
amendments to the plans 
but added that Mayor 
Jacobs may change pro-
posals. Knox County, 
Knoxville and Farragut 
governments must then 
agree to the final growth 
policies. Knoxville Mayor 
Indya Kincannon ques-
tioned the power of Jacobs 
in the final recommenda-
tions and Moyers said the 
committee could approve 
the final plan by a simple 
majority vote but added 
that Jacobs can choose 
the results.

Jacobs told the meet-
ing that public engage-
ment has gone on for two 
years and said the new 
Growth Policy developed 
is a “financially responsi-
ble plan” that makes the 
county more proactive in 
land use policies.

Jim Snowden, Knox 
County Engineering and 
Public Works Director, said 

Farmers, residents 
concerned about 

Growth Policy 
changes

Animal Control discussed by Knoxville City Council

Councilwoman Lauren Rider has some questions about 
Young-Williams Animal Control taking over animal con-
trol from the police department and quizzed Janet Tester-
man on the issue.

Protesters disrupt 
city council meeting

By Ken Leinart

Now they have a stake, a 
shared responsibility, in the 
future of Knox County.

Ten candidates were pre-
sented their graduation 
certificates from the Knox 
County Schools (KCS) Secu-
rity Division Friday night, 
Dec. 1, during a ceremo-
ny at South-Doyle Middle 
School.

That shared stake was 
highlighted by those who 
spoke during the ceremony.

Knox County Schools 
Superintendent Jon Ryweyk 

said he knew it was an 
“extra” part of the security 
team’s job. That becoming 
a part of shaping young peo-
ple’s attitudes was “not in 
the job description.

“But it is something I have 
witnessed with the Knox 
County School’s security 
team,” he said. “Our secu-
rity officers do play such an 
important role in the educa-
tion experience for our stu-
dents.”

Rysewyk said the Knox 
County Board of Educa-
tion made a $9 million 

investment in the system’s 
security division in the last 
budget cycle.

He said a lot of that was 
for physical security mea-
sures such as perime-
ter fencing and upgrading 
some school security win-
dows.

But, he added, it also 
included a 12% raise for 
the system’s security offi-
cers. He said that showed 
a commitment to not only 
recruit the “best folks but 
also to retain the officers 
they have.

“Because of that kind 
of investment we’re 
seeing that’s a possibility,” 
Rysewyk said.

The superintendent told 
the graduating class, “This 
may be the most important 
job you’ll ever have but we 
take it very seriously. We 
are raising the next genera-
tion. The future of Knoxville 
depends on what we do in 
our school system. The kids 
that walk our halls are the 
future leaders of this com-
munity.”

Knox County 
Board of 
Education 
Chair Betsy 
Henderson 
stands next 
to the Knox 
County 
Schools 
Security 
Officer 
Training 
Program 
Class of 2023-
02 gradtuates.
Photo by Ken 
Leinart.

Ten new officers graduate 
KCS School Security
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From a distance

By John J. Duncan Jr.
duncanj@knoxfocus.com

JFK: U.S. Cannot Solve Every World Problem
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The border and the inaction of the Republicans in Congress

Cont. from page 1

Virtually every-
one I know thinks 
that the southern 
border is a disas-
ter. I just returned 
from my annual 
deer hunting trip 
in Eagle Pass, 
Texas, the epi-
center of the ille-
gal crisis. More 
illegals stream 
across the Rio Grande at 
Eagle Pass than at any 
other point in the border. 
Last week, over 4,000 
came across in a single day. 
The mayor declared a state 
of emergency. At last count, 
illegals from 162 different 
countries have entered the 
United States at Eagle Pass. 
The greatest number is 
from Venezuela fleeing the 
oppressive socialist regime 
of Nicholas Maduro. How-
ever, over 20,000 Haitians 
have crossed there. There 
has been a surge of Indians 

(from India), Chi-
nese, Africans 
and those from 
the Middle East. 
During the Biden 
years, more than 
8 million illegals 
have entered the 
country.

Then there are 
the got-aways, 
those who have 

not been apprehended. It 
is highly likely that terror-
ists have walked into the 
country along with rapists, 
drug dealers and other crim-
inals. Last year when I was 
in a shooting tower look-
ing at deer, two columns of 
young men with backpacks 
looking at their cell phones 
wandered in front of us. The 
rancher has many videos on 
his trail cameras of others, 
mostly young men, walking 
through his ranch on their 
way to the highway after 
crossing the Rio Grande. 

His family has owned the 
property for five generations 
and he is at his wits end 
because the federal govern-
ment refuses to enforce the 
immigration laws.

I’ve wondered why. Some 
say the Democrats are 
trying to import their next 
generation of voters, provid-
ed they cannot get the vote 
for those who are crossing 
the border now. I am not 
so sure. The Hispanics are 
typically pursuing the Ameri-
can dream, something that 
many young native-born 
Americans denigrate. His-
panics are hard-working. 
Have you ever seen a His-
panic panhandling? Me 
neither. They are religious 
mostly Catholics and are 
anti-abortion, anti LGBTQ 
with strong family ties. 
Their values are those ridi-
culed by “progressives”. Do 
you really think that these 
Hispanics will become 

Democrats? Maybe some, 
but most? I doubt it. So 
please enlighten me and 
tell me why the Democrats 
seem to favor open borders.

The Republicans in Con-
gress rant and rave about 
the failure of Biden to do 
something about the border 
and sought to impeach his 
head of homeland secu-
rity, Alejandro Mayorkas 
who is a Cuban-American. 
The vote to impeach failed 
because 8 Republicans 
voted not to impeach and 
12 Republicans didn’t vote 
at all. Some conservatives 
had a cow over the failure 
to impeach. I was not one 
of them. Impeachment pro-
ceedings are for show and 
are not to be taken serious-
ly. Their purpose is to keep 
a hot topic issue before the 
voters. Much like the Demo-
crats dragging out the Jan-
uary 6 committee lest the 
voters forget the alleged 
“insurrection,” the only 

purpose of the Republican’s 
impeachment hearings is to 
not let the voters forget the 
disaster at the border.

Much like the Democrats, 
the Republicans are not seri-
ous about solving the prob-
lem. They know that even 
if they voted to impeach 
Mayorkas (or Biden for that 
matter), the Senate would 
never vote to convict. Basi-
cally they are wasting our 
time and money and are not 
devoting themselves to the 
serious business of gover-
nance. The Republican com-
plaining and bemoaning is 
just for show. If they were 
serious about addressing 
the problems of the border, 
they would grind to a halt all 
other business. All spending 
bills originate in the House. 
They would say that there 
will not be any business 
conducted until the mess 
at the border is addressed. 
There will be no spending 
bills, no bills of any type 

introduced except bills lim-
iting the inflow of illegals 
into the country. They would 
cite national security con-
cerns. They would cite the 
myriad of problems faced by 
border towns and residents. 
They would cite the burdens 
placed on social services, 
school systems, hospitals 
and law enforcement. But 
what do our representa-
tives do? They cite all those 
problems and they do noth-
ing about it. Like my father 
used to say, “That sounds 
good – if you are interest-
ed in sounds.” Again, the 
reason is that the Repub-
licans really don’t want to 
do anything to solve the ille-
gal surge now. They want to 
wait until after the presi-
dential election. If a Repub-
lican president is elected, 
then maybe they will move 
to address the problem. But 
not before.

On November 16, 1961, 
President John F. Kenne-
dy gave one of his most 
famous speeches at the 
University of Washington 
in Seattle. The words he 
spoke then are even more 
true today, and I wish every 
member of Congress and 
leader in our government 
would hear them now.

He said, “We must face 
the fact that the United 
States is neither omnipo-
tent nor omniscient – that 
we are only six percent of 
the world’s population and 
that we cannot impose our 
will upon the other 94 per-
cent of mankind – that we 
cannot right every wrong 

or reverse each adver-
sity, and that, therefore, 
there cannot be an Ameri-
can solution to every world 
problem.”

Our national debt then 
was less than one percent 
of what it is now, and we 
were not economically vul-
nerable to China, Japan, or 
any other nation. And we 
are now less than four per-
cent of the world popula-
tion.

It would be good if Pres-
ident Kennedy’s words 
from this speech could be 
placed on the walls of every 
Congressional office and in 
the White House and State 
Department.

It is disgusting to me 
when I hear chickenhawks 
who have never fought in 
a frontline war demanding 
now that we start another 
war in the Middle East.

I saw Sen. Tom Cotton 
on television trying to 
prove how tough he is by 
demanding “massive retali-
ation” against Iran. And, as 
my fellow Focus columnist, 

Dr. Harold Black, wrote 
recently, Sen. Lindsey 
Graham seems to want to 
bomb everyone.

A few weeks ago, I 
described Stephen Walt 
of Harvard and John 
Mearsheimer of the Univer-
sity of Chicago as “proba-
bly the two most respect-
ed experts on U.S. foreign 
policy”. Several years ago, 
they wrote a best-selling 
book entitled “The Israel 
Lobby.”

They said, “In addition 
to encouraging the U.S. 
to back Israel more or 
less unconditionally”, the 
Lobby shaped “American 
policy toward the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, the ill-
fated invasion of Iraq, and 
the ongoing confrontation 
with Syria and Iran.” They 
added that “these policies 
were not in the U.S. nation-
al interest.”

David Ben-Gurion pro-
claimed the State of Israel 
on May 14, 1948. The 
U.S. officially recognized 
that country the same day. 

Since then, the U.S. has 
sent untold billions of dol-
lars in foreign aid there 
despite the fact that Israel 
has been in much better 
shape financially than we 
have for many years.

We have spent several 
billion already to aid Israel 
in the war with Hamas, 
and Congress is planning 
to send at least $14 billion 
more.

This makes us a partner 
in what Ron Unz, a Jew, 
described recently as “the 
greatest televised slaugh-
ter of helpless civilians in 
the history of the world.”

He added, “What we are 
now seeing is the delib-
erate massacre of civil-
ians aimed at driving out 
the Palestinians living in 
Gaza and rendering their 
enclave uninhabitable. 
Most of Gaza’s hospitals 
and medical facilities have 
been eliminated and when 
the Jordanians established 
field hospitals in South 
Gaza, those too were bom-
barded. Schools, bakeries, 

and other facilities neces-
sary for continued human 
existence have also been 
deliberately destroyed, 
along with the bulk of the 
housing stock….”

Columnist Caitlin John-
stone wrote on Nov. 27 
that “Israel has done more 
to damage Israel’s image in 
the last seven weeks than 
anti-semites did in the last 
seven decades.”

Everything Hamas did on 
Oct. 7 was horrible. As terri-
ble as Israel’s treatment of 
the Palestinians had been 
for 75 years, those attacks 
were not justified and it 
was very wrong to take hos-
tages.

But while we are now 
hearing about the cruel 
treatment of the hostages 
who have been released, 
at least they are still alive. 
More than 14,000 inno-
cent Palestinians have 
been slaughtered, and 
thousands more are still 
buried under the rubble of 
bombed buildings.

We should have trade 

and tourism, and cultural 
and educational exchanges 
with all other nations. This 
is the opposite of isolation-
ism.

What isolates us more 
than anything is our com-
pletely one-sided policy 
toward the Middle East. 
Have we not learned any-
thing from our disasters in 
Iraq and Afghanistan?

Most of our foreign inter-
ventions, both militarily 
and economically, have 
been more about money 
and power for the Defense 
Department along with 
other federal departments 
and agencies and their con-
tractors.

As President Kenne-
dy said, we cannot solve 
every world problem. The 
only people who can bring 
peace to the Middle East 
are the people who live 
there. Our interventions 
there have only created 
more hatred and animos-
ity toward us.

three main areas will be the 
most affected by the plan: 
Hardin Valley, Gibbs/Ritta, 
and Strawberry Plains/
Chapman Highway.

Planning Commission 
Director Amy Brooks said 
the plan for those rural 
areas within the growth 
area allows no more than 
2 houses per acre. Sever-
al real estate representa-
tives, including the Cham-
ber’s Amy Nolan, said the 
current policy of 1-3 houses 
per acre should be used in 
the new plans and added 
that little farmland is being 
taken in the plan.

More than two dozen cit-
izens spoke on the issue 
including farmers, rural 

residents, developers and 
home builders.

Kevin Murphy of Knox 
County Planning Alliance 
noted the plan hasn’t been 
changed in 20 years and 
any proposed plans “will 
need to be balanced.” He 
noted that some of the 
larger farms fall into the 
urban growth area.

Various farm-owning 
family members spoke 
against placing housing 
developments in or near 
farmland but one speak-
er noted that much of the 
land zoned agricultural is 
not being farmed.

Lisa Starbuck of the Ritta 
community said that cer-
tain parts of the proposed 
map are “inappropriately 

being changed.”
Larry Silverstein of Com-

munity Forum said the plan 
must be put on hold and 
wait for the Comprehensive 
Plan and Map.

Other speakers charged 
that the public has not been 
properly engaged and one 
said the plan simply looks 
at what spaces can be 
developed and disregards 
the agricultural zoning.

The committee will meet 
again this month and then 
make their proposals after 
the new year.

It was estimated that in 
order to meet the estimat-
ed population increase, 
25,000 to 30,000 housing 
units would be needed.

Farmers, residents concerned 
about Growth Policy changes
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Publisher’s Positions

By Steve Hunley, 
Publisher
publisher@knoxfocus.com

Cont. from page 1

Mike McMillan has announced he will not be a 
candidate for the Knox County Board of Education 
next year.  Please see our big story on Mr. McMil-
lan and his time on the school board on Page 1.

The Knoxville Focus will be the first to acknowl-
edge just what Mike McMillan has meant to 
the people of the 8th District.  Keep in mind, I 
am a former member of the board myself and 
I do not hesitate at all, quite the contrary, I am 
proud to say that our community has never had 
a better representative on the school board 
than Mike McMillan.  During the 14 years he 
has served, Mr. McMillan has been faithful in 
looking out for the people who elected him, let-
ting nothing deter him, even serious illness. 

For 24 years Mike McMillan has served the 
8th District as either a county commissioner or 
board of education member, but I think he actu-
ally managed to accomplish more while serving 
on the school board.  Certainly, nobody accom-
plished as much as Mike McMillan.  Now that we 
have the Gibbs Middle School, it’s all too easy to 
forget what a long and difficult road it was to tread.  
The disappointments were many and the opposi-
tion great.  The naysayers were everywhere right 
up until the school was actually built.  Well-paid 
consultants and some folks who just plain looked 
down on the residents of Gibbs sneered the new 
middle school would be sparsely attended.  They 
had very little to say when it opened filled to the 
brim, as Mike McMillan had insisted it would. 

There will be tangible monuments to Mike McMil-
lan’s service on the board of education dotting 
the landscape of the 8th District long after many 
of us are gone:  the Gibbs Middle School, the new 
Carter Elementary School, the Career Academy at 
Straw Plains, the new football stadium at Gibbs 
High School, and the gym at Carter Middle School. 

Throughout most of his service as a member 
of the Knox County Board of Education, Mike 
McMillan paid close attention to the people 
who elected him.  Mr. McMillan routinely tried 
to handle every matter that was brought to 
him by any person in the district if it was possi-
ble.  Although not always successful, Mr. McMil-
lan really did care and was more successful 
than not when setting out to help his people. 

Undoubtedly conservative, Mike McMillan treat-
ed the taxpayers’ money like it was his own and 
he oftentimes bragged he paid $2 for a pair of 
dress shoes at a thrift store.  Perhaps because 
of his own fiscal and personal conservatism, 
Mr. McMillan was able to accomplish things that 
probably would have been difficult or impossi-
ble for other board members.  It was the hard-
core Republican from a ruby-red district that 
authored the amendment to the school policy pro-
hibiting discrimination of any kind.  When some 
were asking for special treatment through lan-
guage referring to their group, Mr. McMillan read 
off his all-inclusive amendment.  That settled the 
argument, which would probably still be raging 
today had he not brought his usual common-
sense approach. Mr. McMillan was never going 
to be accused of being politically correct, far 
from it, but he was sincere in his belief in people 
and the welfare of the children populating our 
schools.  Mike McMillan was never going to toler-
ate a bully if he could help it and he usually could.

Mike McMillan was no far-seer into the future 
or idealistic dreamer; no, Mr. McMillan was immi-
nently practical, careful with a dollar, and wanted 
and demanded the most for the least amount pos-
sible.  Mr. McMillan was never so closed-mind-
ed that he couldn’t be brought around to a dif-
ferent point of view, but he never gave ground on 
a matter of principle.  Nor would Mike McMillan 
ever agree to support anything he believed was 
at the expense of the people who elected him.

That same commitment and caring for the 
people who had honored him yet again was not 
lost on the folks in the 8th District.  Mike McMil-
lan will leave office with a record of high achieve-
ment, the best of any modern official from our 
district in memory.  Mr. McMillan will also take 
with him the thanks of a grateful community, 
as well as their affection for the public servant 
who was true to the people who elected him.

For Leftists, ‘Stupid’ 
Is The New ‘Smart’

If 80 is the new 60, then 
in today’s society stupid is 
the new smart.  It is noth-
ing less than amazing to 
see a host of people read-
ily swallow things that not 
only defy logic, frequently 
knock common sense in 
the head and are in fact 
detached from reality.  
When did any society ever 
excel by lowering the edu-
cational standards in the 
name of equity?   Never.  
The very same people 
who squall and caterwaul 
about the threat of “white 
supremacy” are the archi-
tects of “affinity classes,” 
which are classrooms filled 
by students of the same 
color, taught by a teach-
er of color, all because of 
the theory it will help Black 
and Latino students with 
advanced curriculum.  So, 
think about it if you have a 
still-functioning brain, the 
very people in this country 
who stoutly maintain the 
greatest threat to our soci-
ety is “white supremacy” 
are pushing for segregated 
classrooms.  In fact, they 
make the very same argu-
ments utilized by those who 
opposed the desegregation 
of schools in the 1950s. 

An entire generation has 
been under-educated pre-
cisely because our educa-
tional system, into which 
we pour billions and bil-
lions of tax dollars, is much 
less interested in teach-
ing students to read, do 
math, and learn anything 
practical to focus on social 
issues.   The educational 
system has become per-
meated with the notion of 
equity, diversity and restor-
ative practices.  Things are 
more focused on race and 
division in this country than 
even when Jim Crow was 
alive and well.  Those who 
insist nothing has improved 
in this country as far as 
race is concerned are 
either really quite stupid, 
entirely ignorant of histo-
ry, or merely liars.   Simply 
think of it in reverse, were 
somebody trying to make 
the argument classes 
should be all White, taught 
by White teachers, because 
it provided a better, safer 

learning environment for 
those students.   If that 
doesn’t make you uncom-
fortable, God knows what 
will.   What’s the differ-
ence?  We can segregate 
Black and Hispanic stu-
dents into their own class-
rooms, but by golly we can’t 
mention what rests at the 
other end of that particular 
pole?  Again, the wokesters 
embrace STUPID, which is 
their smart.  Hypocrisy is at 
the very heart of just about 
everything they do, almost 
always topped off with a 
thick, rich gravy of “not 
for me, but for thee” and 
a heaping helping of every-
thing comes down to race. 

Logic, along with gravity, 
can be completely ignored 
if the situation warrants it.  
How is it possible to take 
a person seriously when 
they begin chattering about 
there being as many (if not 
more) than 72 genders and 
men having babies?  That 
the government knows 
what is better for children 
than parents?

Lefties squealing that 
any sentence they don’t like 
is violence is nothing less 
than moronic.   Violence is 
somebody dragging you out 
and beating the stuffing out 
of you, raping or killing you, 
yet the same people who 
squawk about words being 
“violence” usually want to 
keep criminals, the people 
who inflict real harm and 
violence upon their fellow 
human beings, out of jail. 

The Left delights in 
calling those they dislike 
“Nazis,” and most of them 
are so empty-headed they 
don’t realize they have 
more in common with the 
Nazis than the folks they 
oppose.   The Nazis, like 
the Left in this country, 
believed all power should 
be centralized in the gov-
ernment.   The Nazi gov-
ernment, headed by a dic-
tator, Adolf Hitler, smoth-
ered, imprisoned, mur-
dered or sent off to con-
centration camps those 
who disagreed with them.  
The Nazis had no sympa-
thy or use for those who 
were mentally challenged 
or gay or unlike them.  Like 
Hamas, the Nazis hated 
Jews and were dedicated to 
the literal eradication of the 
Jewish people through sys-
tematic murder.   One dif-
ference between the Nazis 
and Hamas and their sup-
porters is the Nazis tried 
to hide their crimes while 
Hamas and their fellow 
antisemites celebrate 
theirs.

The very same people 
who cluck about “Islamo-
phobia” turn a blind eye 
to the extremists like 
Hamas who believe gays 
should be killed, mutilate 
and demean women, and 

refuse to tolerate any reli-
gion but their own.  Indeed, 
for the American Left the 
only religion they seem to 
hate is Christianity.

Colleges and universities 
have become less citadels 
of education than indoctri-
nation camps for the Left, 
who were quick to stamp 
out the “violence” of those 
voices with whom they dis-
agreed.  It became popular 
for campuses to become 
“safe spaces.”   I bet the 
Israelis wish they had more 
safe spaces right about 
now.   Free speech was 
throttled with a swiftness 
and brutality the Nazi Min-
ister of Propaganda would 
have approved of.   Now 
“free speech” has been 
revived so that students 
and faculty can pour out 
their hatred of Israel. 

The Nazis and the Com-
munists had one big thing 
in common with the Left 
and the wokesters.   They 
did not value the contribu-
tions, much less the lives, 
of the individual; rather 
they hailed the collective.  
Nothing outside of the offi-
cial narrative was to be tol-
erated and dissent was to 
be stamped out by whatev-
er means necessary.

There is a very ugly 
streak running through 
our society and too many 
of us prefer to pretend it 
isn’t there; too many of our 
children and grandchildren 
value the collective more 
than they value the lives 
of others.  Worse still, they 
seem not to value the lives 
of those with whom they 
disagree at all. 

The wokesters have 
attributed every worthwhile 
human trait to themselves 
and one would think their 
bodies and minds were 
positively coated with com-
passion.  Unfortunately, 
too many of those minds 
are coated with a terrible 
sickness and evil that ran 
through the authoritarian 
dictatorships. 

Anyone who can counte-
nance beheading a baby 
for any reason has ceased 
to be a member of any civi-
lized society.   For the God 
of love who knows every 
sparrow that falls, it is as 
far from the teachings of 
Christianity and most every 
major religion of the known 
world.  The final retreat for 
these people is to simply 
insist it never happened.  
There were those who 
denied the Holocaust and 
it’s happening again.

One of humorist Mark 
Twain’s greatest quotes 
was, “It is better to keep 
your mouth closed and let 
people think you are a fool 
than to open it and remove 
all doubt.”   Now in Ameri-
ca, we celebrate fools daily 
and worse besides.

Ross Bagwell, A 
True Gentleman
Ross Bagwell truly was 

a pioneer in the television 
industry.  Bagwell’s first job 
was with the old children’s 
TV show from the 1950s, 
“Howdy Doody.”  First and 
foremost, Ross Bagwell 
was a gentleman of the first 
order.   Ross was as suc-
cessful in the art of living 
and doing for others as he 
was in business.

A native Knoxvillian who 
attended the Staub School, 
Tyson Middle School, Knox-
ville High School and the 
University of Tennessee, 
Ross Bagwell had his eyes 
on bigger things.   Learn-
ing the business from the 
ground up, Bagwell formed 
Cinetel Productions.  Knox-
ville owes a debt of grati-
tude to Ross Bagwell for 
his foresight and determi-
nation as he provided the 
impetuous for our commu-
nity’s expanding role in tele-
vision production. 

Ross was the father of 
such productions as “I-40 
Paradise” and “Ameri-
ca’s Castles,” which was 
a remarkably popular 
show.  Bagwell sold Cine-
tel Productions to Scripps 
Howard, which became 
the Scripps networks and 
HGTV.   The thriving TV 
industry in Knoxville, the 
likes of ID Discovery, are 
here because of Ross Bag-
well’s vision.

Ross Bagwell was a kind 
and good man, one who 
truly gave of himself to 
others.  Mr. Bagwell leaves 
behind him a legacy of suc-
cess, an extremely able 
man who made his mark in 
a difficult and oftentimes 
bruising industry.   More 
importantly, Ross Bagwell 
was extraordinary in his 
thoughtfulness and men-
toring of others.   Never 
content merely to live and 
enjoy the American Dream, 
Ross wanted to share it 
with everyone willing to 
work for it.

The Focus extends 
heartfelt sympathies to 
the family of Ross Bag-
well and pays tribute to a 
great man who lived well 
and accomplished more 
than most.   Knoxville has 
lost a brilliant native son; 
the Bagwell family has lost 
a beloved father, and the 
television industry one of 
its true innovators.   Ross 
had deeply felt the loss 
of his wonderful wife, Sue 
Burchfield Bagwell, who 
passed away in 2022.  The 
couple first met while in 
the 8th grade while attend-
ing Tyson Middle School.  
Family and friends can now 
rejoice that Ross and Sue 
are together once again.

Thank you,
Mike 

McMillan

then on a second or emer-
gency vote.

Other concerns about 
the agreement, a joint reso-
lution of the city and county 
supported by both the sher-
iff and the city police chief, 
were voiced by the council. 
Approval of the agreement 
would mean the city police 
would give up its Animal 
Control office, vehicles, and 
eight jobs.

The council did vote to 
allot just over $3 million 
over four years to YWAC 
to promote the responsi-
ble care and welfare of ani-
mals.

Police Chief Paul Noel 
said the department will 

respond to requests from 
Young-Williams civilian 
control officers to assist 
with handling pet owners 
and aggressive animals. 
If approved, YWAC would 
assume animal control 
duties with new employees 
on April 1st.

The council approved 
agreements with Berk-
shire Hathaway for Stop 
Loss Insurance, Suther-
land Lofts to permit a fence 
encroachment, CDM Smith 
Inc. for improvements to 
16 bus stops, and Clyde 
Tant Jr. for the purchase 
of 421 Oakcrest Road for 
$120,000.

A property at Zero State 
Street and 121 Union 

Avenue went from DK-G 
Downtown to DK-B in that 
district. Piney Grove Church 
Road’s 2031 and 2033 
went from RN-1 to Agricul-
tural and Zero Westridge 
Drive went from Civil and 
Institutional zoning to 
Low Density Residential. 
A request for a hilly lot at 
2812 Merchant Drive to 
be rezoned to commercial 
was postponed by Council-
man Charles Thomas at the 
request of the developer.

One rezoning involved a 
property at 114 Sylvia Drive 
which moves from very 
restrictive RN-1 zoning to 
a much more open zoning 
for houses as RN-5. Coun-
cilman Charles Thomas 

noted the unusual change, 
pointing out the property’s 
location and access make 
it a “better place for added 
density.”

A property at 4600 Ernes-
tine Drive went from RN-1 
to RN-2. Lots at 1500 Fort 
Promise Drive and 1203 
and 1331 West Oldham 
Avenue moved from RN-5 
to Neighborhood Commer-
cial.

Also approved was an 
agreement with the Ten-
nessee Bureau of Investi-
gation to support the Inter-
net Crimes Against Chil-
dren Task Force and to 
authorize two annual train-
ing conferences financed 
by a $130,000 grant.

Animal Control discussed by Knoxville City Council
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his colleagues seemed to 
be largely the “protection, 
preservation and perpetu-
ation” of the system rather 
than the children, parents 
and educators who made 
up the system.  Mike McMil-
lan was the lone member 
who constantly invoked 
the “taxpayers,” a habit 
that frequently seemed to 
annoy his colleagues. 

One woman posted on 
her social media that Mike 
McMillan was the “honey 
badger” of the Knox County 
Board of Education.  The 
nickname stuck precisely 
because it accurately sum-
marized McMillan’s attitude 
and refusal to be budged 
from what he believed was 
right.  

No other member of the 
board so closely ques-
tioned the superinten-
dent at the time.  McMillan 

liked to say then-Superin-
tendent Jim McIntyre was 
always chasing “the next 
big thing,” and constantly 
searching Google for what 
some other school system 
was doing.  

McMillan was equally 
quick to demand to know 
just how much a new pro-
gram was going to cost the 
taxpayers, a very unwel-
come question most of the 
time.  

When McIntyre request 
ed a large property tax 
hike, Mike McMillan was 
the single board of educa-
tion member notable for his 
own opposition to the tax 
grab.  McMillan complained 
McIntyre was spending 
without regard for the com-
munity’s ability to pay. The 
proposed tax increase suf-
fered a crippling blow when 
County Mayor Tim Burchett 
publicly opposed the tax 

hike and so did The Focus.  
It was McIntyre’s over-

spending that Mike McMil-
lan shrewdly used to the 
advantage of the people 
of the 8th District.  Caught 
with a shortfall, Mayor 
Tim Burchett, the county’s 
chief fiscal officer, reigned 
in McIntyre’s spending by 
giving the superintendent 
little other option but to 
sign a Memorandum of 
Understanding limiting 
spending.  The agreement 
also included a new middle 
school for the Gibbs com-
munity. 

The new middle school 
had been on the burner 
for decades and time and 
again the community was 
thrilled to see it almost 
come to fruition, only to 
see it removed or discard-
ed.  It is absolutely factu-
al to say there would not 
have been a Gibbs Middle 

School without Tim Bur-
chett or Mike McMillan. 
That same duo, Burchett 
and McMillan, also built a 
new elementary school for 
the Carter community. 

The political complexion 
of the board of education 
changed dramatically and 
elevated Mike McMillan to 
the chairmanship. 

It was Mike McMillan who 
fended off the effort to close 
the Career Magnet Acade-
my in Strawberry Plains, 
which was bravely resisted 
by its students.  McMillan 
answered each individual 
student and fought on their 
behalf before the board.  
Then-Superintendent Bob 
Thomas decided to leave 
the school alone.

The last time McMillan’s 
name was on the ballot, he 
was unable to campaign 
personally, following his 
recovery from pneumonia 

and two bouts of cancer, for 
which he underwent treat-
ment.  Even while under-
going cancer treatment, 
McMillan almost never 
missed a meeting of the 
board.  Mike McMillan’s 
personal popularity contin-
ued to grow and he once 
tallied almost 7,700 votes 
just inside the 8th District.

It was McMillan’s great-
est victory, winning by a 
landslide against two oppo-
nents while being unable to 
personally campaign.  Four 
years later, McMillan has 
seen his longtime partner’s 
health steadily deteriorate, 
which has its effect as he 
sorrows for her condition. 

Mike McMillan’s decision 
to retire comes after he has 
accomplished everything 
he set out to do.  Going 
from an irritant on the 
board to the person who 
molded the new majority on 

the board, Mike McMillan 

became a respected elder 

statesman.

McMillan intends to 

serve out his term, which 

ends September 1, 2024.  

Asked if he had any mes-

sage for the people of 

the 8th District, after a 

moment of contemplation, 

McMillan said in his raspy 

voice, “I want the people of 

East Knox County to know 

how very, very grateful I am 

for the opportunity to serve 

them on the board of edu-

cation.  I did my best to do 

things for the people.  I will 

always be grateful for the 

opportunity to serve.”
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McMillan to Retire From Board of Education

warned those present 
to be quiet and let the 
speakers speak, or be 
removed from the meet-
ing. Although numer-
ous people signed up 
to speak on the resolu-
tion, three speakers for 
the resolution and three 
against were allowed to 
speak. Some pro-Pales-
tine speakers were critical 
of Kincannon’s prior state-
ment in support of Israel.

Councilwoman Parker 
finished her statement 
and moved to get approval 
but the council was silent 
and the mayor ruled the 
motion failed for the lack 
of a second.

The council then moved 
on to the remainder of 
their agenda but several 
protesters stayed until the 
end of the meeting and six 
spoke at the public forum 
before the meeting was 
adjourned.
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Protesters disrupt 
city council meeting

A resident spoke to the city council Tuesday evening 
calling for a ceasefire and support of Palestine during 
a disruptive meeting. A lack of a second to a motion by 
Councilwoman Amelia Parker effectively killed the res-
olution amid shouts of “Ceasefire Now” from support-
ers.

From time to time I have indi-
viduals call me and recount 
to me a story about trying to 
obtain their kids from their ex-
spouse, or trying to have some-
one arrested for assaulting 
them and the story will occa-
sionally include a part where 
the person tells me something 
like this, “I showed them the 
court order where it’s my time 
with the kids but the cops said 
it was a civil matter and I need 
to hire an attorney.” Or, “I told 
the cops I wanted them to have 

my husband leave because he 
choked me and they said it was 
a civil matter and I should file 
an Order of Protection the next 
day.”

I will freely admit I was not 
there when these interactions 
took place so all of my informa-
tion is obtained second hand, 
but when a cop states that 
something is a “civil matter” 
at any point, that is code for, 
“they are not going to help you 
or be arresting anyone.” Maybe 
the matter truly is a civil matter, 

but be aware of what you are 
actually being told when you 
hear these words from law 
enforcement.

Jedidiah McKeehan is an 
attorney practicing in Knox 
County and surrounding coun-
ties.  He works in many areas, 
including family law, criminal, 
and personal injury. Visit attor-
ney-knoxville.com for more 
information about this legal 
issue and other legal issues.

When the Cops Tell You It’s a ‘Civil Matter’ 
that Means They Are Not Going to Help You

By Jedidiah 
McKeehan
jed@attorney-
knoxville.com

He said he appreciated 
those who used their “gifts 
and talents” to help invest 
in the schools and students.

Rywesyk said there are 
three relationships that 
security officers must have 
and maintain: administra-
tion, students and other 
security entities.

Rysewyk said security 
teams work “hand in glove” 
with school administra-
tions in every aspect. He 
said security officers are 
highly trained in every pro-
tocol and procedure, as are 
administrators.

On students: “I think this 
one is very valuable in edu-
cation, especially now,” 
Rysewyk said. “You may be 
the only the only relation-
ship some of our students 

have with law enforcement 
officers.”

He said he has seen their 
interaction with school staff 
and students. He said the 
students “really feel com-
fortable talking” with them. 
“That’s such an important 
part of the future of our soci-
ety to know there’s a trust 
level in our folks who wear 
the badge and are there 
to protect them,” Rysewik 
said.

Rysewyk said that at all of 
the system’s schools, there 
were either Knox County 
Sheriff’s Office personnel 
or Knoxville Police Depart-
ment officers on site.

“The sharing of intelli-
gence, the sharing of tips, 
the sharing of strategies 
is critically important,” he 
said.

Knox County School 
System Security Chief Jason 
Periard said KCS started 
with a lofty goal “ a little over 
two years ago,” in raising a 
security team. With Friday 
night’s graduation ceremo-
ny, the system achieved a 
100% staffing goal.

While acknowledging the 
work of the KCS Security 
Team staff, the KCS Board 
of Education and KCS lead-
ership, he also acknowl-
edged those receiving their 
certificates.

He said that the 10 grad-
uates represent 20% of 
those who began the eight-
week training process.

“Today you join not an 
organization. You join a 
family,” Periard said. “We 
are a family.

“We are a rare breed who 

choose service and sacri-
fice over self.”

State Senator Becky 
Duncan Massey (6th Sena-
torial District) was the key-
note speaker for the gradu-
ation.

Past recipient of the Rus-
sell B. Kocur Jr. Award, 
Scott Sutton, presented 
the 2023-02 Class Award 
to Richard McNutt, who 
also served as the 2023-
02 Class President.

The new officers who 
received their certificates 
Friday night are Johnathan 
Dyer, Jim Graber, Hunter 
Hunley, Patrick Leach, 
Ricard McNutt (class pres-
ident), Matthew Mugan, 
Steven Sobel (class vice 
president), LaAnn Soloman, 
Jeff White and Cameron Tal-
mage.

Ten new officers graduate 
KCS School Security
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Winds of Change?
I care about the reality of 

goodness, not the percep-
tion of it.

Elon Musk

Perhaps it’s just me, but 
I don’t remember so many 
salutations of “Happy 
Thanksgiving” as I heard 
this year. I found it infec-
tious, so I responded in 
kind.

My family had a wonder-
ful Thanksgiving gathering 
of “kith and kin,” as Clark 
Griswold would say. There 
was a cornucopia of good-
ies, the absence of politics 
and everyone was con-
vivial. So, as I sit down to 
collect my thoughts after 
Thanksgiving, I consider 
us blessed, and I hope I’m 
sensing winds of change.

Becky and I love the 
late-night Greg Gutfeld 
show which, thankfully, is 
not on too late at night. 
Nonetheless, we aren’t 
night owls any longer so we 
just DVR/record the “king 
of late-night.” Gutfeld is 
quick-witted, has a good 
stage presence and has 

interesting guests as well 
as regulars Kat Timpf and 
Tyrus. And they all seem 
happy, something I don’t 
see on other talk show 
programs.

Recently, Gutfeld played 
a segment from the MSNBC 
Morning Joe show which 
got me thinking about 
happiness. As I watched 
Scarborough’s unhinged 
rant about President 
Trump, comparing him to 
Hitler, the Devil, et cetera, 
I wondered what it would 
be like to view the world 
with such bilious hatred. 
Apparently, the rant struck 
a nerve elsewhere because 
it was discussed in the 
commentariat. We’ve seen 
the Trump derangement 
syndrome, but Gutfeld 
envisioned Morning Joe as 
possessed with full-blown 
“Trump derangement dis-
ease.” Joe is not a happy 
camper by my observation.

Sympathy and empathy 
have different meanings. 
I don’t know Scarborough, 
and it’s risky to make 
snap judgments. I’m only 

commenting on what I saw 
in his rant. I might feel sym-
pathy for the “deranged” 
Scarborough, but I would 
not try to project myself 
(empathize) into his hate-
filled reality. Likewise, I 
can’t project myself into 
the dark souls of Hamas 
demons.

Philosophically and theo-
logically I believe there is 
a right and a wrong, even 
though I acknowledge there 
exists a spectrum between 
those polar opposites. The 
ancient Hebrews were the 
first monotheists, believing 
that God was singular and 
supreme. However, during 
their captivity in ancient 
Babylon, they encountered 
dualism, a concept of polar 
opposites. The Babylonian 
religion of Zoroastrianism 
held that there was a 
cosmic battle between 
good and evil. This seemed 
to explain that bad things 
were not caused by God 
but by forces opposed to 
God’s ultimate goodness. 
This became the Judeo-
Christian worldview and 
my own.

Herman Wouk wrote the 
marvelous WWII novel, “The 
Winds of War.” Apologies to 
the now-deceased Wouk 
for modifying his title as a 
trope for this essay. Wouk 
understood Nazis. And he 
understood right and wrong 
which have become so per-
verted in this current age. 
No longer is rape, kidnap-
ping, torture and murder 
condemned as wrong. 
Everything and everyone 

has excuses, explanations 
or someone to blame other 
than themselves. However, 
because Wouk was Jewish, 
few in the Arab world or 
the Ivy League will read his 
prose.

As a Christian, I believe 
in an absolute good, and 
I believe that things will 
work out, but perhaps not 
in my time or for our coun-
try. Nonetheless, I remain 
optimistic. I see signs 
that people are waking up 
because Biden and the 
Democrats have made 
such a mess of the econo-
my/inflation (Bidenomics), 
immigration/invasion and 
by sending mixed signals to 
Israel, our ally and the only 
democracy in the Middle 
East. Consequently, Biden’s 
support among Blacks and 
Hispanics is falling. And if 
Democrats lose Millenials, 
especially young women, 
they are toast.

But there are more 
signs. Oregon now wants 
to reverse its law decrimi-
nalizing hard drugs which 
led to drastically increased 
death rates. New Yorkers 
and people in Chicago now 
realize that illegals are a 
big problem because sup-
porting aliens is affecting 
their wallets and increasing 
crime. Gavin Newsom was 
forced to clean the streets 
of San Fran-sicko when the 
Communist Chinese came 
to town. Windmills cause 
environmental damage and 
are inadequate. Even elec-
tric vehicles are found to 
be increasingly impractical. 

Why aren’t we doing gas/
electric hybrids as a bridge 
instead of pushing full 
electric? Since “President 
Kamala” has a gas stove, 
she’s not taking mine! And 
Elon Musk has had it and is 
suing leftist Media Matters 
and a host of other corrupt 
media for billions. If you 
want to grasp why the left 
hates Elon Musk, reflect on 
the quote above. Finally, 
Americans are sick of the 
utterly worthless UN that 
even refuses to condemn 
Hamas savagery.

On the world scene, 
Hungary, Italy, Argentina 
and the Netherlands are 
renouncing the elitist world 
governance movement and 
returning to populist nation-
alism because of immi-
gration issues in Europe 
and economic issues in 
Argentina. Spaniards are on 
the march against amnes-
ty for Catalan separatists, 
and everywhere there is 
push-back against the dan-
gerous digital currency.

Last week’s essay was 
about Cultural Marxism. If 
you don’t know what that 
is, you should, because it is 
everywhere, and far more 
important than the Taylor 
Swift-Travis Kelce romance. 
The definitive discussion 
of cultural Marxism is the 
interview with Victor Davis 
Hanson on PragerU, but the 
Cliffs Notes version is my 
essay in last week’s Focus.

Cultural Marxism pres-
ents everything as a battle 
between opposites: the 
oppressed and oppressors, 

exp lo i ted/exp lo i te r s , 
victim/victimizers, even 
de-colonizers/colonizers. 
Actually, it’s the Democrats 
who run big cities who are 
the oppressors.

I’m no sage. I’m just an 
optimistic fool who trusts 
the Lord and believes in 
America. I may be naive, 
but I’ve got an “itch” that 
we are about to see change 
because things are final-
ly getting bad enough 
to impact American’s 
safety and pocketbooks 
from crime and illegal 
immigration.

But hey, maybe it’s just 
the winter itch that many 
of us deal with this time of 
the year. As I was scratch-
ing the other day, I thought 
about why we experience 
an itching sensation. My 
mind works that way, where 
segues aren’t necessary! In 
medical school, I learned 
that the neural impulse for 
itching is carried along pain 
fibers, so the brain inter-
prets itching as a form of 
pain. Scientists think itch-
ing is part of the injury/
inflammation/repair pro-
cess. And it’s common 
knowledge that when a 
wound starts itching, it is 
healing.

Democrats rub me wrong 
and cause pain for every-
one. But perhaps my itch 
signals healing and the 
winds of change!

On Saturday, December 
9, I’ll travel up to my home-
town, Jellico, to be part of a 
forum about a lost treasure 
tale there. Years ago I pub-
lished “Swift’s Silver Mine 
and Related Appalachian 
Treasures” and the book 

became a hit with trea-
sure hunters and history 
buffs from West Virginia to 
Georgia.

Most of the book focused 
on the 1760s legend of 
claims made by Jonathan 
Swift, an Alexandria, Va., 
historic figure. His cryptic 
“journal” had many varia-
tions and contained land-
marks and clues to the 
locations of silver mines 
and hidden coins.

Jellico plays into the 
legend because of Pine 
Mountain there which 
stretches from Scott 
County to the West Virginia 
line. I wrote of living and 
dead treasure hunters who 
combed the region, includ-
ing the Jellico area, for the 

lost treasure.
I’ll be joining my long-

time friend and fellow 
researcher and community 
leader Roy Price. Roy and I 
will be joined by Ed Henson, 
the former Kentucky State 
Parks Director, and also a 
treasure researcher and 
book author. Several other 
Swift buffs have said they 
hope to attend.

Jellico’s legend centers 
on the Clear Fork River area 
south of town in an area 
known as Primroy Hollow. 
That section in the famed 
“Narrows” has tall bluffs, 
rock shelters, and an old 
tale that Swift mined and 
camped there. The area 
also has tales of stolen 
Union payrolls, lost Indian 

loot, moonshine stills and 
family wars.

I became interested in 
the Swift legend after my 
late grandmother told me 
of family men finding lead 
in Pine Mountain while 
searching for the treasure. 
They never found the silver 
but the idea that my family 
had looked for it interest-
ed me.

While editing the Pineville 
Sun newspaper in 1970, I 
found myself in the middle 
of the Swift legend there as 
well. So I began research-
ing the main character, his 
associates, and the many, 
many places in Appalachia 
with a related legend.

As the newspaper guy 
in Jellico years later, Roy 

discovered an odd carv-
ing on Pine Mountain near 
the Frakes community east 
of Jellico. When Roy and I 
spoke about the legend 
here and there I was always 
the skeptic. Together we 
researched the legend and 
then sponsored a “Swift 
Silver Mine Weekend” in 
Jellico for a few years. The 
effort got noticed by WBIR’s 
Bill Landry who brought his 
crew there and did sever-
al Swift features on “The 
Heartland Series.”

My finds in the search 
and research included a 
surprising find with a metal 
detector just outside a 
cave. I didn’t think about 
finding an arrowhead with 
a detector but decided to 

give it a shot. Turns out the 
arrowhead is mostly silver. 
While still a bit skeptical, I 
still have the relic and I’m 
proud to own it.

The Swift event will be 
held at the Jellico City Hall 
at 10 a.m. and the public 
is invited. It’s a free event 
being held by the city as 
that little town tries its best 
to promote itself and vari-
ous events.

My book did very well for 
several years and is still 
available online and from 
Overmountain Press in 
Johnson City. You can also 
follow the Swift research 
on Facebook on the Swift 
Silver Mine page.

More Than 
A Day Away

By Mike Steely

Jellico to host a lost treasure forum
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Six-year-old Mary Evans 
was excited about starting 
school. She thought about 
it for weeks and anxious-
ly awaited attending in the 
valley with the other boys 
and girls. Her 8-year-old 
cousin told Mary about 
school and she could hardly 
wait for opening day.

Mary’s dad rose early 
and ate a hearty breakfast 
before leaving for work in 
the coal mine like most 
other mornings. He paused 
to leave a small purse by 
Mary’s plate where she 
would find it before her 

first day.
Grandpa Evans was driv-

ing up from the valley to 
take them to school. Her 
parents had only one car 
and her dad used it to get 
to and from work. Mary’s 
mother was going to the 
school as well. It was little 
Mary’s first day and she 
wanted to make sure her 
daughter got off to a good 
start.

A happy smile crossed 
Mary’s face when she 
found the rubber purse. 
When she pressed it with 
her fingers it opened and 
she saw several coins 

inside. She ate hurriedly 
since Grandpa would arrive 
soon and she wanted to be 
ready.

Mary petted her cat 
Moses on the porch while 
her Mother was busy get-
ting her 3-year-old brother 
ready. He would be going 
along too. Mary acciden-
tally brushed against her 
father’s mining clothes that 
were left on a chair on the 
porch. She saw the black 
coal dust on her sleeve 
and brushed it away. Then 
she resumed her watch for 
Grandpa, all the time hold-
ing her rubber purse. Mary 

knew he would honk but 
she would feel more secure 
if she saw him coming.

A bright light caused 
her to look toward the far 
mountaintop on the other 
side of the valley.

“Oh, how beautiful,” she 
thought. “There’s the house 
with golden windows.”

Mary usually slept later 
but on a few occasions, she 
arose early enough to see 
the house with golden win-
dows. She couldn’t find it 
at other hours of the day. 
The sun had to be shining 
at a certain angle for her 
to see it.

Mary did well on her first 
day of school and on the 
second day her mother 
walked her to the bus stop 
and Mary would ride the 
big yellow bus. Later in the 
afternoon when her mother 
thought it was time for the 
bus she walked the short 
distance to the bus stop at 
the main road and waited 
for Mary. It wouldn’t be 
long after that when Mary’s 
father would return home 
from work.

“Mama, I wish that we 
could live in a house with 
golden windows,” Mary told 
her mother one day.

“Now Mary, your Daddy 
is doing the best he can,” 
she answered. “He’s saving 
money for you to go to col-
lege. We’re gonna make 
sure you and Joseph have a 
brighter future. Maybe you’ll 
be able to have a house 
with golden windows.”

Late one day she was 
sitting in the porch swing 

with her father when she 
looked for the house with 
the golden windows on the 
far mountain-top.

“Papa, almost every 
morning when it’s clear 
I can see a house with 
golden windows way over 
there,” she pointed. “I 
wanted to show it to you 
but I can only see it in the 
morning.”

“That must be Bill 
Weather’s home,” her Dad 
answered. “He works at the 
mine with me.”

She immediately thought 
about a classmate, Alice 
Weathers, in her room at 
school. She and Alice had 
become friends and she 
was invited to attend a 
birthday party at Alice’s 
home in the late afternoon 
the following day.

“Oh boy, I get to go to 
the house with golden win-
dows,” she exclaimed.

The following afternoon 
Mary’s father drove her to 
the far mountain and into 
the Weathers driveway.

“Mary, it’s you, come 
on and let’s play,” Alice 
Weathers said happily 
before they scampered into 
the house.

After a while, Mary con-
fided in Alice that she must 
feel very special to live in 
such a beautiful house.

“It’s the most beauti-
ful house with golden win-
dows,” she told Alice. “I see 
it every morning when the 
sun shines. I always wish 
that my Momma and Papa 
could live in a house with 
golden windows.”

“Mary, it is you that has 
the house with golden win-
dows,” Alice answered. 
“Each evening before 
sunset I look across the 
valley to the far mountain-
top and there I see the most 
beautiful house … a house 
with golden windows. And 
it’s your house, Mary.”

Mary couldn’t believe 
what she was hearing so 
Alice took her hand and led 
her to the front porch and 
pointed across the valley to 
the far mountaintop.

There Mary saw the most 
beautiful house with golden 
windows and it was hers 
just as Alice had said. With 
the setting of the sun, the 
windows in Mary’s house 
reflected the beautiful 
golden color from the sun 
just as Alice’s house reflect-
ed the sun each sunny 
morning.

Then Mary knew that she 
already had her greatest 
wish. She lived in a house 
with golden windows.

COPYRIGHT 2023 JADON GIBSON

Note from Mr. Gibson: 
This story is based on some 
words Rev. Don Thomas 
said in 1988 at a meeting 
of the Wilderness Road 
Kiwanis Club. Although the 
story isn’t true it certainly 
could be.

Jadon Gibson is a widely 
read Appalachian writer. 
His stories are both histor-
ic and nostalgic in nature. 
Thanks to Lincoln Memorial 
University, Alice Lloyd 
College and the Museum 
of Appalachia for their 
assistance.
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I thought she 
had a look of 
elegance.  She 
was friendly and 
kind.  She was 
also a great role 
model.  She was 
Elizabeth Peters 
McCluskey- - -a 
pastor’s wife, a 
mother, a grand-
mother, and a 
great-grandmother.  Most 
people knew her as “Lib.”

Unlike many who knew 
Lib during the years that 
Dr. Jim McCluskey served 
as the Senior Pastor of 
Wallace Memorial Baptist 
Church in Knoxville, 
Tennessee, I did not meet 
her until their retirement 
years.  We met at the car-
diac rehab facility.  Later, 
I would talk to her many 
times on the phone when 
I called Dr. McCluskey 
to learn about the Living 

Christmas Tree.  
For  several 
weeks, I wrote 
a series in The 
Knoxville Focus 
about the incred-
ible history of the 
Living Christmas 
Tree for which 
Wallace is still 
known today.  On 
the Bill Wallace 

Tour led by Dr. McCluskey, 
I saw more of Lib in a sup-
porting role.  It was obvi-
ous that she had been a 
great help to Dr. McCluskey 
during the 37 years they 
faithfully served at Wallace 
Memorial.  Eight years 
ago, Lib suffered a stroke.  
While her health may have 
slowed the McCluskeys 
down, it certainly did not 
stop them.  Neither their 
spirit nor their faith ever 
seemed to waver.  It was 
so inspiring to see how this 

couple handled adversity.  
Though Lib was in a wheel-
chair, they seldom missed 
a church service or event.  
They still traveled some.  
They went to ballgames.  
They continued living their 
life.  Just days ago, Lib 
was called to her heavenly 
home.  Hearing the news 
was sad, and she will cer-
tainly be missed.  But she 
is in a much better place.  
Those of us who had the joy 
of knowing Lib have surely 
been blessed by her pres-
ence here on this earth.

Words of Faith:  Jim 
shared Lib’s favorite Bible 
verse, John 3:16 (KJV)---
“For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begot-
ten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlast-
ing life.” 

FROM THE MOUNTAINS by Jadon Gibson

The House with Golden Windows

Picture of Jim and Lib McCluskey, courtesy of Jim McCluskey.
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Legislative Craftsman
Robert F. Wagner of New York

FROM THE AUTHOR’S PERSONAL COLLECTION.

Autographed photo of Senator Robert F. Wagner of New York.

Robert Ferdinand Wagner 
was born in Germany and 
rose to become a towering 
figure in the United States 
Senate.   Eight-year-old 
Bob Wagner and his par-
ents left their village near 
Wiesbaden for the United 
States, where he became 
one of the most endur-
ing and popular figures in 
New York State. Wagner 
had few peers in crafting 
legislation and the United 
States Senate website 
quotes one journalist as 
writing, “Whether you like 
his laws or deplore them, 
he has placed on the books 
legislation more important 
and far-reaching than any 
American in history since 
the days of the found-
ing fathers.”   Certainly, 
Senator Robert F. Wagner 
sponsored some of the 
most notable legislation 
of the twentieth century.  
One biographer credited 
Wagner as the father of 
urban liberalism.

A short, compact man 
usually dressed in a dou-
ble-breasted suit, there 
was nothing spectacu-
lar about Bob Wagner, 
save perhaps for his abil-
ity to turn legislation into 
law.   Wagner’s legislative 
accomplishments included 
the Social Security Act, the 
first real public housing law, 
the Civilian Conservation 
Corps, and the Wagner 
Act.   A practical politician, 
Wagner was once deemed 
to be “a shrewd weather-
man of public opinion.” 

Isaiah Berlin regular-
ly sent back confiden-
tial reports to the British 
Foreign Office on various 
American senators and 
congressmen and his writ-
ten portrait of Bob Wagner 
bears repeating.   Berlin 
described Senator Wagner 
as “a veteran Tammany 
statesman, author of the 
United States labour code 
and devotee of the New 
Deal who is respected by 
the White House for his 
political acumen within his 
own State no less than for 
his political connexions.  
Greatest champion of the 
liberal cause in the United 
States Senate since Norris 
[Nebraska’s George W. 
Norris].  A typical anti-Nazi 
Democrat who has support-
ed all the Administration 
measures, being usually 
well in advance of them.”

Bob Wagner’s life was 
the epitome of an American 
success story.   Wagner’s 
father was a janitor for a 
tenement house on New 
York City’s East Side.  
Robert F. Wagner had liter-
ally risen from the slums, 
something he never forgot.  
“That is the most God-
awful bunk,” Wagner once 
said, his voice bitter.   “I 
came through it, yes.  That 
was luck, luck, luck.  Think 
of the others.” 

Although less notable 
than Tennessee’s Senator 
Kenneth D. McKellar, Bob 
Wagner had a positive 
knack for inserting folks 
into government posts, 

appointments and posi-
tions.  If McKellar was the 
Senate’s premier spoils-
man, Wagner, a favor-
ite of the press unlike the 
Tennessean, was not far 
behind.   McKellar’s asso-
ciation with his friend and 
political partner Ed Crump 
was commented upon 
frequently, but Robert F. 
Wagner was also affiliated 
with a political machine.  
Wagner was a proud 
member of New York’s 
Tammany Hall. 

Bob Wagner enjoyed 
a long, eventful political 
career, first winning elec-
tion to the New York State 
Assembly in 1904 and was 
continuously reelected until 
1908 when he was elect-
ed to the New York State 
Senate.  It was in the New 
York General Assembly 
where Bob Wagner served 
with Alfred E. Smith, who 
served as governor from 
1919 to 1921 and again 
from 1923 to 1929.  
Wagner was a justice of the 
New York State Supreme 
Court from 1919 until his 
resignation in 1926. 

The cause of Wagner’s 
resignation from New 
York’s high court was his 
having been nominated for 
and elected to the United 
States Senate.   Wagner 
faced Republican incum-
bent James W. Wadsworth, 
an exceptionally able 
member of the U. S. Senate, 
but one who had seriously 
angered some elements 
of his political party, which 
enabled the Democrat to 
win the general election.  
Bob Wagner joined Dr. 
Royal S. Copeland in the 
United States Senate and 
they served together until 
Copeland died in 1939.  
From the time of his elec-
tion in 1926, Bob Wagner 
became unbeatable, win-
ning reelection in 1932, 
1938 and 1944. 

Wagner, as a loyal 
Democrat and member of 
Tammany, was a support-
er of New York Governor 
Franklin D. Roosevelt for 
the presidency in 1932.  
Bob Wagner had known 
Franklin Roosevelt when 
the two of them served 
in the state legislature 
together. 

Senator Wagner was 
acutely aware of the human 
suffering caused by the 
Great Depression and the 
New Deal afforded him 
the means to do some-
thing about it.  Republican 
majorities in Congress 
were swept away by the 
Roosevelt tide and Wagner 
became one of the most 
productive members of 
Congress, at least in terms 
of legislative accomplish-
ments.   Bob Wagner was 
not a mere legislative 
wonk with his nose buried 
in books; Wagner knew 
something about politics 
and was a social creature, 
as are most successful pol-
iticians.   Senator Wagner 
lived in the Shoreham 
Hotel in Washington, D.C., 
and enjoyed having a 

drink with his fellow sen-
ator and friend James E. 
Murray of Montana, who 
also had an apartment 
at the Shoreham.   At the 
worst of the depths of 
the Depression, it was 
Bob Wagner who spon-
sored the first relief bill 
providing direct aid to suf-
fering Americans under 
then-President Herbert 
Hoover.   Since the advent 
of the Depression, Senator 
Wagner had insisted it was 
the federal government’s 
responsibility to do some-
thing about unemployment.

Robert Wagner is per-
haps best remembered 
for his sponsorship of the 
National Labor Relations 
Act, better known as 
the Wagner Act.   It legal-
ized collective bargaining 
through those represen-
tatives chosen by workers 
and compelled employ-
ers to negotiate with their 
employees as a group.  
The Wagner Act also cre-
ated national and region-
al boards to hold elections 
for the designated bargain-
ing agents while ruling on 
any charges of unfair labor 
practices.  At the time, the 
Wagner Act caused dis-
agreements between the 
country’s two most power-
ful unions, the AFL and the 
CIO.  The AFL complained 
the boards were biased 
on behalf of the CIO and 
claimed the Wagner Act 
“encouraged industrial 
over craft unionism.”  Much 
of the Wagner Act was later 
superseded by the Taft-
Hartley Act.

Bob Wagner’s legisla-
tive craftsmanship includ-
ed a host of things taken 
for granted by Americans 
today; unemployment 
insurance, the regulation 
of working hours of women 
and children employed by 
businesses and industries, 
widows’ pensions, hous-
ing, workmen’s compensa-
tion, minimum wage laws 
and safety codes.  Senator 
Wagner also pushed legis-
lation to appropriate then-
unprecedented sums for 
relief and public works. 

Senator Wagner never 
forgot his humble begin-
nings and empathized 

with the less fortunate.  
“My boyhood was a pretty 
rough passage,” the sen-
ator once said.   Wagner 
recalled how his brother 
August, a chef in a club, 
helped to provide money 
for his college education.  
Wagner had augment-
ed his meager income by 
tutoring other students and 
excelled in debate while in 
college.  Eventually, Wagner 
became legal partners with 
Jeremiah T. Maloney in 
a tiny office, which was a 
single room and one desk 
they shared.  Maloney later 
became a justice of the 
New York State Supreme 
Court.  Bob Wagner’s rise in 
the Tammany organization 
began with a telephone call 
to Harry C. Hart, the district 
leader in Wagner’s area.  
Young Wagner volunteered 
his services as a speak-
er on behalf of Tammany 
candidates in the election.  
Hart gave Wagner a chance 
and Wagner proved to be 
an able enough speaker 
that he became a regular 
on Tammany platforms.  
The boss of the Tammany 
organization, Charles 
Murphy, later picked Bob 
Wagner over veteran floor 
leader Thomas F. Grady, to 
become the majority leader 
when the Democrats came 
to control the state Senate.

Bob Wagner became 
quite well known in New 
York due to his leadership 
in chairing an investigation 
into the Triangle Shirtwaist 
Factory fire, an appallingly 
tragic event that claimed 
the lives of 147 women.  
The women workers had 
died because the doorways 
to the fire escapes were 
locked.  Recalling the inves-
tigation and its aftermath, 
Wagner said, “The laws we 
put through then did what 
Government should do 
- - - look after those who 
are unable to look after 
themselves.” 

Acknowledged as one of 
the ablest men New York 
Democrats had nominated 
in decades, Bob Wagner 
was still viewed as the 
underdog in his 1926 chal-
lenge to U.S. Senator James 
W. Wadsworth.  Wadsworth 
had angered the “dry” 

wing of his own party by 
his unequivocal opposition 
to prohibition, which ignit-
ed the candidacy of an 
Independent Republican 
who campaigned as a pro-
hibitionist.  That drew away 
enough votes from Senator 
Wadsworth to allow Bob 
Wagner to win. 

When New York rewrote 
its Constitution in 1938, 
Senator Robert F. Wagner 
was elected as one of the 
delegates.  Wagner led the 
faction of Democratic del-
egates friendly to the New 
Deal, while another was 
led by Wagner’s friend Al 
Smith, who had been elect-
ed honorary chair of the 
convention. 

Much of Senator 
Wagner’s time in the years 
following the Second World 
War was occupied by mat-
ters of social legislation.  
With his good friend Jim 
Murray of Montana and 
Congressman John Dingell 
(father of the long-serving 
representative of the same 
name who died in 2019), 
Wagner sponsored the 
first serious legislation to 
provide health insurance 
under the auspices of the 
federal government.   The 
New Yorker was the prime 
sponsor of the Wagner-Taft-
Ellender Bill to provide low-
cost public housing. 

The 69-year-old senior 
senator from New York 
oftentimes felt unwell 
during much of 1946 and 
colleagues saw him less 
frequently in his seat on 
the Senate floor.  That year 
Wagner suffered from a 
severe case of influenza 
and was in a wheelchair 
in Manhattan’s Lenox Hill 
Hospital where he was 
baptized in the Catholic 
faith by Monsignor Robert 
F. Keegan.   The sena-
tor had been born into 
the Lutheran denomina-
tion, but Bob Wagner had 
been raised as a Methodist 
after coming to the United 
States.  Wagner’s late wife 
had been a Catholic and 
their son, Robert Jr., had 
been raised as a Catholic.  
Evidently, the senator had 
talked over his potential 
conversion with his old 
friend Al Smith before the 

latter had died. 
Senator Wagner was 

oftentimes plagued by 
colds and pneumonia.  
For almost two years, 
from 1947 through 1949, 
Senate clerks noted the 
absence of the senior 
United States senator from 
New York.  Bob Wagner had 
been suffering from a heart 
ailment yet continued hold-
ing his seat.   There were 
disquieting rumors the 
once brilliant senator was 
no longer as mentally acute 
as he had once been.  What 
is certain is advancing 
years had not been at all 
kind to Robert F. Wagner.  
Sixty-four years after he 
had reached the shores of 
his new homeland from his 
native Germany, Wagner 
decided to retire.   The 
senator’s political career 
had spanned 44 years.  
Wagner’s farewell to public 
life came in the form of a 
written rather than spoken 
statement.   “My turn has 
come to step down… I have 
had my fair share of shin-
ing hours when the coun-
try approved my labors and 
when I saw the reforms for 
which I struggled so firmly 
established that many 
took them for granted…”  
Senator Robert F. Wagner 
resigned his office on June 
28, 1949, and moved back 
to New York where he lived 
with his son.   Once the 
colleague of the mighty, 
Wagner’s boon companion 
in retirement was his young 
grandson.

On his last day, the 
former senator enjoyed a 
good lunch but later com-
plained of shortness of 
breath.   Wagner received 
the Last Rites of the 
Catholic Church before he 
died at 5:45 p.m. on May 
4, 1953.

When death claimed 
76-year-old Robert F. 
Wagner in retirement, the 
accolades poured in, cel-
ebrating the former sena-
tor’s long public career and 
his commitment to the less 
fortunate.  George Meany, 
the president of the AFL, 
offered a simple and fit-
ting tribute.   “Every work-
ing man and woman in the 
nation mourns the passing 
of Robert F. Wagner.” 

Wagner’s son, Robert 
Jr., became mayor of New 
York City and sought to 
reclaim the seat in the U.S. 
Senate that his father had 
held.  The younger Wagner 
was the Democratic nomi-
nee for the Senate in 1956 
against Republican Jacob 
Javits and lost.

Only in America could a 
little immigrant boy work 
hard, get an education and 
rise to the top of his pro-
fession and make such an 
impact on the society of 
his adopted country.   The 
changes wrought by the 
legislative craftsmanship 
of Robert F. Wagner last to 
this day.

© 2023 Ray Hill
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Call or email Ruthie at 865-686-9970 or 
ruthie@knoxfocus.com to place 

your Classified or Service Directory 
advertisement!       

You can reserve your legal or public notice 
by emailing Lisa at legals@knoxfocus.com 

or calling (865) 686-9970.

ALTERATIONS
JOANNE’S ALTERATIONS, 

PANTS HEMMING $5, 
SPECIALIZING IN JEANS.

 CALL 579-2254 

CARPET 
CLEANING

CHILD CARE

MARCIA’S 
LEARNING CENTER

1411 Exeter Ave, Knoxville
(865) 673-8223

Day Shift 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

DRY 
CLEANING

ELDER CARE
CLOSE TO HOME ELDERLY 
CARE. 24-HOUR CARE IN 

PRIVATE HOME. RN WITH 30 
YRS EXPERIENCE. EXCELLENT
 REFERENCES. 865-335-6337

ELECTRICIAN

FENCING

 

GUTTER 
WORK

GUTTER CLEANING,
INSTALLATION OF 5 INCH AND

REPAIR OF FASCIA BOARD
936-5907

FLOORING

HOUSE 
CLEANING

SRING FRESH HOUSECLEANING
WEEKLY, BI-WEEKLY,  

MONTHLY. KNOXVILLE AND 
KINGSTON. $35 PER HR /  

3-HRS $100 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE.

CALL JULIE - 865-255-6690

LAWN CARE

METAL WORKS
GHOST RIDERS 
METAL WORKS
865-705-0742

Mobile Welding
Fabrication & Repair

State Licensed
Pipe Bollards Installed 

Welding    
(Stick Welding, 
Mig Welding & 
Gas Welding)

PAINTING

PAINTING

PAINTING- INTERIOR- 
EXTERIOR

Lic. & Ins.  30 Yrs. Exp.
Free Estimates
865-573-2199

Professional Painters

PATIOS&DECKS

PERSONAL 
ASSISTANT

OFFERING PERSONAL SERVICES 
HOUSE AND PET SITTING; 

ERRANDS, GIFT SHOPPING; 
MEAL PREP AND DELIVERY. 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE. 

CALL 865-249-3143 OR EMAIL 
MSRERRANDS23@GMAIL.COM

 ROOFING

ROOF REPAIRS, 
METAL:SHINGLE:RUBBER, 

ROOF COATING:FREE 
ESTIMATES, 865-705-7069

TREE 
SERVICES

 

REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT

WANTED

WANTED 

service directory

classifieds
HELP WANTED

QUALITY ENGINEER IS SOUGHT BY AN AUTO-PARTS MFG CO. 
IN CLINTON, TN. MIN. BACH'S DEG IN ELECTRICAL ENGG, 
MECHANICAL ENGG, OR RELATED ENGG FIELD IS REQD.

SEND RESUME TO SL TENNESSEE LLC (ATTN: YEONSOO CHUNG) 
@ 312 FRANK L DIGGS DR., CLINTON, TN 37716.

.............................................................................................

SUPPLIER DEVELOPMENT ENGINEER OF MATERIALS 
DEPARTMENT IS SOUGHT BY AN AUTO-PARTS MANUFACTURING 
COMPANY IN CLINTON, TN. MIN. BACH'S DEGR IN MECHANICAL 
ENGG, MATERIALS ENGG, OR A RELATED ENGG FIELD & 2 YRS 
OF EXP IN SUPPLIER QC W/IN A MFG ENVIRONMENT ARE REQD. 

SEND RESUME TO SL TENNESSEE LLC 
(ATTN: YEONSOO CHUNG) @ 312 FRANK L DIGGS DR., 

CLINTON, TN 37716.
.............................................................................................

RETIREE NEEDS DEPENDABLE HELPER TO ASSIST WITH MORNING 
ROUTINE – BREAKFAST, LOADING DISHWASHER, LOAD OF 

LAUNDRY, ETC. TWO HOURS PER DAY, 3 TO 4 DAYS A WEEK. 
$18 HR. JOHN SEVIER HWY. AREA.

CALL FOR INTERVIEW. 865-337-7137.

2021 Toyota Rav4 Limited, Hybrid, AWD  $39,899
2021 Kia Seltos S AWD, Loaded!           $27,905
‘19 Ford Raptor SVT Crew cab, Local trade $56,990
2021 Subaru Forester Prm, AWD, 1 owner $27,990
‘21 Jeep Grand Cherokee Trailhawk, 4X4 $36,970
2022 Ford Escape  10K miles, Ecoboost  $27,960
2022 Ford Bronco 4 door, 3” Lift, 35’s  $49,990

Also take advantage of our Quicklane Tire
and Auto Center - No Appointment Needed!

By Joe Rector
joerector@comcast.net

Bullies make life harder
As has been 

stated in other 
pieces of mine, 
I was an ugly 
child. No, that 
doesn’t mean 
things are differ-
ent now. A young 
boy with a burr 
haircut, buck 
teeth, a round 
belly, and popsi-
cle-stick legs has little eye 
appeal. He is, however, ripe 
for the picking by bullies. 
Over the years, I’ve known 
plenty of bullies and they 
are all mad about some-
thing in their lives. Others 
are the targets on which 
these unhappy people pour 
their misery.

The Cheek boys some-
times acted like bullies. 
Mike especially enjoyed 
picking on me. His talent 
for giving names was above 
average. Because I was fat, 
not chubby or large or hefty, 
Mike decided to call me 
“Round Man.” The name 
derived from the round 
bread that Merita Bread 
had begun producing. Mike 
changed the words to an ad 

jingle, and they 
stabbed me. He 
sang, “There’s a 
brand-new kid in 
town. His name 
is ‘round and 
round.’ Oh, oh, 
oh, Joe’s round 
and round.”

I also suffered 
with a terrible 
overbite. Those 

exposed teeth led to stares 
by almost everyone and 
to names given by folks 
I knew. Some called me 
“bottle opener” and asked 
me to open my mouth and 
pop the top of a bottle of 
Coke. Even worse, some 
called me “Bucky Beaver.” 
They’d make a quick, 
smacking noise and then 
try to stick out their teeth.

In fourth grade, I was tor-
mented by a bully whom I 
was sure wanted to kill 
me. The person had a surly 
temper that reared its ugly 
head without warning. 
When the anger oozed, the 
bully walked to me, smirked, 
and kicked me in the legs. 
Most every day, I returned 
home with complaints 

about how much my legs 
hurt. My mother knew the 
reason for my pain, and 
after too much whining, 
she threatened me. “If you 
come home and complain 
about your legs without 
having defended yourself, 
I’ll spank you.” It was a 
golden opportunity to give 
back without fear of being 
punished.

The next day, I walked 
confidently to class. My 
nemesis spied me and 
walked toward me, all 
the while smiling. After a 
couple of smart words, 
another foot connected 
with my leg. However, this 
time, a fist clashed with 
the jaw of the person, who 
then left crying. From that 
day on, Arlene Moore never 
messed with me again.

During my senior year 
in college, I stopped at a 
market to pick up a few 
items. A car pulled in as I 
was leaving, and the driver 
threw open his door and 
put a small dent in my 
front door. I jumped out 
and asked him what his 
problem was. He came 

up to me and pushed me 
hard and asked me what 
I wanted to do about it. 
That morning the minister 
had talked about turning 
the other cheek and how 
that’s what we must do to 
be Christlike. As a result, 
I just stood there. To this 
day, it bothers me. I know 
what the good Lord did, but 
I’m human and will never 
again be treated like that.  
Oh, I might suffer severe 
injuries from a fight, but I 
won’t turn the other cheek.

I’ve never suffered the 
kind of bullying that some 
children have. Those inci-
dents in my life occurred 
when someone was trying 
to be funny. The newsflash 
is that none of them were. 
Demeaning another person 
to feel better about your-
self speaks volumes about 
who you are. Leave others 
alone; don’t do or say 
things that will make them 
feel inferior. Just treat the 
next person the way you’d 
want to be treated. That’s 
always been pretty good 
advice.
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COURT 
NOTICES

ORDER FOR SERVICE 
BY PUBLICATION

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR 
UNION COUNTY, TENNESSEE

IN RE:  THE ADOPTION OF 
HUDSON LEVI EMERT

Date of Birth:  12/06/2016
Social Security No. (Under Seal)

Docket No. 7445

BY:   KRISTY WOOD, Maternal Aunt
Petitioners

v.
BRITTIA BROOKE EMERT

Putative Biological Mother and
UNKNOWN FATHER,

Co-Petitioner/Respondent

ORDER FOR SERVICE BY PUBLICATION
This case is before the Court on Petitioners’ Mo-

tion for Service by Publication pursuant to T.C.A. § 
21-1-203 and T.C.A. § 21-1-204. The Motion is well 
taken and should be granted. 

Accordingly, it is ORDERED that publication of 
this ORDER shall be made for four (4) consecutive 
weeks in The Knoxville Focus, which is a newspaper 
published at least weekly in Knox County, Tennes-
see, and that the Respondent, JOHN DOE (Unknown 
Father), be given notice therein that he is hereby 
REQUIRED to answer or otherwise respond to the 
Petition filed in this case within thirty (30) days from 
the date of the fourth (4th) weekly publication of 
this Order; and that should the Respondent fail then 
he shall be deemed to have received actual notice 
hereof and default may be taken against him at a 
hearing for the termination of his parental rights and 
the adoption of said child in the Chancery Court for 
Union County, Tennessee on January 17th, 2024 
at 9:00 a.m. in the Union County Courthouse, 901 
Main Street, Maynardville, Tennessee.    	

Enter this the 8 day of Nov, 2023.

Hon. Elizabeth C. Asbury

EVAN M. NEWMAN, BPR# 035269
Attorney for Petitioners

P.O. Box 6
Rutledge, Tennessee 37861

Ph.: (865) 828-3111
enewman@daniel-law.co

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO: WALTER DOOLEY, SR. AND UNKNOWN 
HEIRS OF EDNA SCOTT AND ANY AND ALL UN-
KNOWN PERSONS CLAIMING ANY LEGAL OR 
EQUITABLE RIGHT, TITLE, ESTATE, LIEN OR IN-
TEREST

IN RE: LATONYA LATTIMORE, JENNIFER 
ROCK, SHELTON COTNER, REGGIE COTNER, 

JOHNNISHA COTNER, SCOTT COTNER, 
JOHN COTNER III, CHERYL MICKLER, 

LUTHER MICKLER, KERRY MICKLER, SARAH 
SANDERS, CHANEL SANDERS, KAMERYN 

SANDERS, THOMAS K. SANDERS, VINCENT 
SANDERS, KALEB SANDERS SNAPP, KERMIT 
SANDERS SNAPP AND YOLANDA J. SNAPP,

PETITIONERS.
V.

WALTER DOOLEY, SR. AND UNKNOWN
HEIRS OF EDNA SCOTT AND ANY AND ALL

UNKNOWN PERSONS CLAIMING ANY LEGAL
OR EQUITABLE RIGHT, TITLE, ESTATE, LIEN
OR INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED

IN THE PETITION AS JOHN DOES 1
THROUGH 10, RESPONDENTS.

NO.  207212-1
IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR 

KNOX COUNTY, TENNESSEE
In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 

filed, which is sworn to, that the WALTER DOOLEY, 
SR. AND UNKNOWN HEIRS OF EDNA SCOTT AND 
ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN PERSONS CLAIMING 
ANY LEGAL OR EQUITABLE RIGHT, TITLE, ESTATE, 
LIEN OR INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED 
IN THE PETITION AS JOHN DOES 1 THROUGH 10, 
defendant, a non-resident of the State of Tennes-
see, or whose whereabouts cannot be ascertained 
upon diligent search and inquiry, so that the ordinary 
process of law cannot be served upon, it is ordered 
that said defendant, WALTER DOOLEY, SR. AND 
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF SCOTT AND ANY AND ALL 
UNKNOWN PERSONS CLAIMING ANY LEGAL OR 
EQUITABLE RIGHT, TITLE, ESTATE, LIEN OR IN-
TEREST IN THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN THE 
PETITION AS JOHN DOES 1 THROUGH 10, file an 
answer with the Clerk and Master of the Chancery 
Court at Knoxville, Tennessee and with BARBARA 
W. CLARK, an Attorney whose address is 2415 
E. MAGNOLIA AVENUE, KNOXVILLE, TN 37917 
within thirty (30) days of the last date of publica-
tion or a judgment by default will be taken against 
you and the cause will be set for hearing Ex-Parte as 
to you before Chancellor JOHN F. WEAVER at the 
Knox County Chancery Court, Division I, 400 Main 
Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902. This notice will 
be published in a The Knoxville Focus Newspaper for 
four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 20th day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

J Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

IN RE: 
ESTATE OF JERRI DELZIA SNYDER, 

Deceased.
v.

DANIEL DOTSON
DEBBIE DOTSON

DEE DOTSON
UKNOWN HEIRS OF JERRI DELZIA SNYDER
KNOWN HEIRS OF JERRI DELZIA SNYDER,

Respondents

Knox County Chancery Court (Probate Division)
Docket No. 87498-2

TO:  	 DANIEL DOTSON, DEBBIE DOT-
SON, AND DEE DOTSON

UNKNOWN HEIRS OF JERRI DELZIA SNYDER
It is ordered that said Respondents, Daniel 

Dotson, Debbie Dotson, and Dee Dotson and all 
unknown heirs of Jerri Delzia Snyder file an an-
swer with the Clerk of the Probate Court at Knox 
County, Tennessee and with Lisa W. Gammeltoft, 
Esq. an attorney whose address is Kizer, Gammelt-
oft & Brown, P.C., 110 Cogdill Road, Knoxville, TN  
37922 within thirty (30) days of the final date of 
publication or a judgment by default will be taken 
against them ex parte.  This notice will be published 
in The Knoxville Focus for four (4) consecutive 
weeks.

This 7 day of November, 2023.

Lisa W. Gammeltoft, Esq. 
KIZER, GAMMELTOFT & BROWN, P.C.

110 Cogdill Road
Knoxville, Tennessee 37922

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO: GLADYS D. HICKSON
IN RE: TJT PROPERTIES, LLC., v. GARY 
PONDERS AND GLADYS D. HICKSON, 

NO. 207169-3

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX COUN-
TY, TENNESSEE

In this cause, it appearing  from  the Complaint  
filed,  which  is sworn to, that the defendant 
GLADYS D. HICKSON a non-resident of the State 
of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts cannot be 
ascertained upon diligent search and inquiry, 
so that the  ordinary process of law cannot  be 
served  upon GLADYS  D. HICKSON,  it is ordered  
that said defendant GLADYS D. HICKSON file an 
answer with the Clerk and Master of the Chancery 
Court at Knoxville, Tennessee and with A. SCOTT 
MCCULLEY, an Attorney whose  address  is 535  
W. LAMAR  ALEXANDER  PKWY.,  MARYVILLE,TN 
37801, within thirty (30) days of the last date of 
publication or a judgment by default will be taken 
against you and the cause set for hearing Ex Parte 
as to you before Chancellor CHRISTOPHER D. 
HEAGERTY at the Knox County Chancery Court, 
Division III, 400 Main Street, Knoxville, Tennes-
see 37902. This notice will be published in a The 
Knoxville Focus Newspaper for four (4) consecu-
tive weeks.

This 28TH day of NOVEMBER, 2023

J Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

SALE OF VALUABLE 
PROPERTY

Julia McNelley,Petitioner
v.

Jana McNelley, Respondent.

No. 201564-2

LOCATION: SITUATED in District Seven (7) 
(formerly 2) of Knox County, Tennessee, said lot 
fronting 100.02 feet on Bluebird Drive, and be-
ing more particularly bounded and described as 
follows:

BEGINNING at an iron pin in the South line 
of Bluebird Drive distant in a westerly direction 
200.4 feet from the intersection of the South line 
of Bluebird Drive extended with the West line of 
Plummer Road extended said iron pin marking a 
common corner of Lots 32 and 33 in said Block in 
said Addition; thence South 19 deg. 55 min. East 
with the dividing line between Lots 32 and 33, a 
distance of 153.17 feet to an iron pin; thence in a 
westerly direction, 100 feet to an iron pin, mark-
ing a common corner of Lots 31 and 32; thence 
North 19 deg. 55 min. West with the dividing line 
between Lots 31 and 32, a distance of 155.1 feet 
to an iron pin in the South line of Bluebird Drive; 
thence in an easterly direction with Bluebird Drive, 
100.02 feet to the point of BEGINNING, as shown 
by survey of W.E. Lack, Engineer, dated May 9, 
1955

BEING the same property conveyed to 
Gregory Vernal McNelly (sic) from Gergory Neal 
York by Tennessee Quit Claim Deed dated Febru-
ary 22, 2006, filed for record as Instrument No. 
200603090075226, in the Knox County Register 
of Deeds Office. Gregory Vernal McNelley having 
died on or about July 1, 2013. See Order of Par-
tial Summary Judgment dated June 1, 2023 filed 
as Case No. 201564-2 in the Chancery Court for 
Knox County, Tennessee.

This parcel is commonly known as 1304 Blue 
Lane Knoxville, TN 37918 and is further identified 
as Knox County Tax Identification No. 69GH17.

Sale is pursuant to the Order of Partial Sum-
mary Judgement by Clerk and Master entered 
June 1, 2023, in the above cause of action.

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: January 5, 2024 
at 11:00 AM.

PLACE OF SALE: City-County Building within 
the corridor of the Main Street entrance near the 
Large Assembly Room, North entrance, 400 Main 
Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902.

TERMS: The sale will be for cash. The pur-
chaser may either (i) pay the entire purchase price 
at the time of sale or (ii) pay 10% of the purchase 
price at the time of sale and execute a note for the 
balance, without interest, to be paid in full within 
thirty (30) days from the sale date. As security 
for the note, a Knox County resident must sign 
the note as surety and the Clerk and Master will 
retain a lien on the real property until the note is 
satisfied. All funds must be paid by check drawn 
from a bank where the Clerk and Master can inde-
pendently verify funds are available. If the person 
bidding is an agent of another person or entity, the 
person bidding must present sufficient evidence to 
the Clerk and Master, at the time of the sale, to 
establish his or her authority to bid.

The Clerk and Master is further authorized to 
accept an upset bid within ten (10) days follow-
ing the sale and reopen bidding in accordance with 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 35-5-110. Any upset bid shall 
be at least ten percent (10.00%) of the original 
winning bid. If the Clerk and Master receives an 
upset bid, he shall conduct an upset sale on Janu-
ary 26, 2024 at 11:00 AM.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL: 865-
215-2555; 

J. Scott Griswold, Esq., 
Clerk and Master

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF TOMMY EUGENE HUNDLEY 
DOCKET NUMBER 88701-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 13 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters administration in re-
spect of the Estate of TOMMY EUGENE HUNDLEY 
who died Jul 18, 2023, were issued the under-
signed by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery 
Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, res-
ident and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 13 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF TOMMY EUGENE HUNDLEY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
HEATHER HENSLEY; ADMINISTRATRIX 

4112 EDINGTON ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37920

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PEGGY AILEEN HIXON JONES 
DOCKET NUMBER 88713-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 13 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of PEGGY AILEEN HIXON JONES 
who died Oct 25, 2023, were issued the under-
signed by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery 
Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, res-
ident and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named Court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death. 

This the 13 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF PEGGY AILEEN HIXON JONES

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
MELISSA JANE ROSE; EXECUTRIX 

12701 HEATHLAND DRIVE
FARRAGUT, TN. 37934

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF ANN B. LONG

DOCKET NUMBER 88528-3 
Notice is hereby given that on the 21 day 

of NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary (or 
letters of administration as the case may be) in 
respect of the Estate of ANN B. LONG who died 
August 14, 2023 were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death. 

This the 21 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF ANN B. LONG 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
MARY LONG THOMAS

3209 LEICESTER DRIVE
MATTHEWS, NC 28104

P. NEWMAN BANKSTON, ATTORNEY 
PEYTON N. RING, ATTORNEY

900 S. GAY STREET, 14TH FLOOR
P.O. BOX 2047

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MICHAEL DAVID MCNEELY 
DOCKET NUMBER 88707-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 13 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of MICHAEL DAVID MCNEELY who 
died Oct 13, 2023, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against his or her estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 13 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF MICHAEL DAVID MCNEELY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
JEFF SLIGER; EXECUTOR

118 ISLAND ROAD 
KINGSTON, TN. 37763

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ALLENE DENTON REDDICK 
DOCKET NUMBER 88296-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 13 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters administration in re-
spect of the Estate of ALLENE DENTON REDDICK 
who died Apr 20, 2023, were issued the under-
signed by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery 
Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, res-
ident and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 13 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF ALLENE DENTON REDDICK

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
BARRY REDDICK; ADMINISTRATOR

236 CROWFIELD ROAD 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37922

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF VERA JEANETTE TUCKER
DOCKET NUMBER 88710-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 13 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of VERA JEANETTE TUCKER who 
died Oct 17, 2023, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against his or her estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death. 

This the 13 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF VERA JEANETTE TUCKER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
VICKIE T SUMMERS; CO-EXECUTOR 

7421 LAWFORD ROD
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37919

RICK A TUCKER; CO-EXECUTOR
511 PRINCETON COURT 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARY EVELYN BATES
DOCKET NUMBER 88696-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters of testamentary (or 
letters of administration as the case may be) in re-
spect of the Estate of MARY EVELYN BATES who 
died October 3, 2023 were issued to the under-
signed by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against the estate are required to file the 
same with the clerk of the above-named court on 
or before the earlier of the dates described in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 22 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF MARY EVELYN BATES 

PERSONAL REPRESENTIVE(S) 
LOU ANN FARLEY

PEGGY ELLEN LONGMIRE

ANDREW J. CRAWFORD, ATTORNEY 
5344 NORTH BROADWAY

KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF AUDIE OLIVER BERRIER, JR.
DOCKET NUMBER 88147-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 16 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters administration in re-
spect of the Estate of AUDIE OLIVER BERRIER, 
JR. who died Oct 11, 2022, were issued the un-
dersigned by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery 
Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, res-
ident and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named Court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1) (A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 16 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF AUDIE OLIVER BERRIER, JR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
LINDA WAGONER; ADMINISTRATRIX 

8405 SEVEN ISLANDS ROAD 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37920

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ALVIN R. BURNETT
DOCKET NUMBER 88546-3

 Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day 
of NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of ALVIN R. BURNETT who 
died on August 4, 2023 were issued to the under-
signed by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against the estate are required to file the 
same with the clerk of the above-named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in 
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 22 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF ALVIN R. BURNETT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
WILLIAM A. BURNETT

9152 NORTH RUGGLES FERRY PIKE 
STRAWBERRY PLAINS TN 37871

M. SUE WHITE ATTORNEY
216 PHOENIX CT. SUITE D. 

SEYMOUR TN 37865

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF RICHARD D CHEVERTON 
DOCKET NUMBER 88706-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 20 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of RICHARD D CHEVERTON who 
died Sep 10, 2023, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against his or her estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least 
sixty (60) days before the date that is four (4) 
months from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 20 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF RICHARD D CHEVERTON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
RICHARD JAMES CHEVERTON; EXECUTOR 

11733 COUCH MILL ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37932

   

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JEFFREY LYNN CRIPPEN
DOCKET NUMBER 88622-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 29 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary in re-
spect of the Estate of JEFFREY LYNN CRIPPEN 
who died on September 22, 2023, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required to 
file the same with the clerk of the above-named 
court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be 
forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 29 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF JEFFREY LYNN CRIPPEN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
RONNIE D. MOORE

12024 BROADWOOD DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

PATRICK G. NOEL ATTORNEY
1001 E. BROADWAY

LENOIR CITY, TN 37771

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARIAN E. DOBBINS
DOCKET NUMBER 88725-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day 
of NOVEMBER, 2023, letters administration in 
respect of the Estate of MARIAN E. DOBBINS 
who died October 5, 2023 were issued the un-
dersigned by the Clerk and Master of the Knox 
County Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennes-
see. All persons, resident and nonresident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (I) or (2), otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred:

 (1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication (or posting, as the case may be) of 
this notice if the creditor received an actual copy 
of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the 
date of the first publication (or posting); or

 (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication (or 
posting) as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 22 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF MARIAN E. DOBBINS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
DOROTHY P. BELL

1716 CAMPFIRE DR.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37931

DAVID B. HAMILTON, ATTORNEY 
1810 MERCHANT DR.

KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF SHERYL RAE ELDON 
DOCKET NUMBER 88711-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 16 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of SHERYL RAE ELDON who died 
Sep 18, 2023, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 16 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF SHERYL RAE ELDON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
HEATHER DIMITROPOULOS; EXECUTRIX 

7811 ANDERSONVILLE PIKE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37938

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARGARET (PEGGY) 
AVERITT ENDICOTT

DOCKET NUMBER 88718-1
Notice is hereby given that on the 29 day 

of NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of MARGARET (PEGGY) 
AVERITT ENDICOTT, who died on October 16, 
2023 were issued to the undersigned by the Chan-
cery Court of Knox County, Tennessee, Probate 
Division. All persons, resident and nonresident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
Estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
of the above-named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims are forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 29 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF MARGARET 
(PEGGY) AVERITT ENDICOTT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
PATRICIA DARLENE ROSENBAUM

ANDRE S. GREPPIN ATTORNEY
46 N JEFFERSON AVE

COOKEVILLE, TN  38501

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOHN ALFRED FLEMINGS
DOCKET NUMBER 88640-1 

Notice is hereby given that on the 29 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, Letters Testamentary in re-
spect of Deceased’s estate, were issued to the un-
dersigned by the Probate Court for Knox County, 
Tennessee for administration of the estate of 
DECEDENT who died on January 4, 2023. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against this estate are 
required to file them with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in 1 or 2 below, otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four months from the date of the first 
publication of this NOTICE if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this NOTICE at least sixty days 
before the date that is four months from the date 
of the first publication; or

(B)Sixty days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of this NOTICE if the 
creditor received an actual copy of this NOTICE 
less than sixty days prior to the date that is four 
months from the date of first publication; or

(2) Twelve (12) months from decedent’s date 
of death.

This the 29 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF JOHN ALFRED FLEMINGS

PERSONAL RERESENTATIVE(S)
URSULA F HENDERSON

MITCHELL L. MEEKS, ATTORNEY
3505 BRAINERD ROAD, SUITE 8

CHATTANOOGA, TN 37411

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF: CHARLES JOSEPH FLENNIKEN
DOCKET NUMBER 88726-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day 
of NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary (or 
letters of administration as the case may be) in 
respect of the Estate of CHARLES JOSEPH FLEN-
NIKEN, who died on November 1, 2023, were is-
sued to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against the estate are re-
quired to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in {1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B)Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1){A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from decedent’s date 
of death.

This the 22 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF CHARLES JOSEPH FLENNIKEN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KEVIN GLENN FLENNIKEN 

7610 HOSPITAL ROAD
CORRYTON, TN 37721

J. BRENT NOLAN, ATTORNEY 
P.O. BOX 217 

POWELL, TN 37849

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CARLEEN REED GERKEN 
AKA GLENDA CARLEEN GERKEN 

DOCKET NUMBER 88728-2
Notice is hereby given that on the 17 day of 

NOVEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of CARLEEN REED GERKEN AKA 
GLENDA CARLEEN GERKEN who died Oct 17, 
2023, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above-named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 17 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF CARLEEN REED GERKEN 
AKA GLENDA CARLEEN GERKEN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
MATTHEW GERKEN; EXECUTOR 

6505 LOCUST GROVE LANE 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37918

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES

You can reserve your legal or public notice 
by emailing Lisa at legals@knoxfocus.com 

or calling (865) 686-9970.

PAINTING

PAINTING- INTERIOR- 
EXTERIOR

Lic. & Ins.  30 Yrs. Exp.
Free Estimates
865-573-2199

Professional Painters

PATIOS&DECKS

PERSONAL 
ASSISTANT

OFFERING PERSONAL SERVICES 
HOUSE AND PET SITTING; 

ERRANDS, GIFT SHOPPING; 
MEAL PREP AND DELIVERY. 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE. 

CALL 865-249-3143 OR EMAIL 
MSRERRANDS23@GMAIL.COM

 ROOFING

ROOF REPAIRS, 
METAL:SHINGLE:RUBBER, 

ROOF COATING:FREE 
ESTIMATES, 865-705-7069

TREE 
SERVICES

 



PAGE B6	 The Knoxville Focus	      December 4, 2023

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BETTY ANN JACKSON HANCOCK 
DOCKET NUMBER 88695-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 16 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of BETTY ANN JACKSON HANCOCK 
who died Sep 2, 2023, were issued the under-
signed by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery 
Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, res-
ident and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named Court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 16 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 
ESTATE OF BETTY ANN JACKSON HANCOCK

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
DARRELL K HANCOCK; ADMINISTRATOR

P.O. BOX 9724 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37940

    

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DONNA RAPAPORT HEIER
DOCKET NUMBER 88658-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day 
of NOVEMBER, 2023, Letters Testamentary (or 
Letters of Administration as the case may be) 
in respect to the Estate of DONNA RAPAPORT 
HEIER, who died on April 18, 2023, were issued 
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the Estate are required to 
file the same with the Clerk of the above named 
Court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2) below, otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this Notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the Notice to Creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the Notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 22 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF DONNA RAPAPORT HEIER

 PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
BARON U. DESMOND 

74335 THETA AVENUE
COVINGTON, LA 70435

 
O.E. SCHOW, IV

900 SOUTH GAY STREET, 9TH FLOOR
P.O. BOX 900

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901-0900

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DON GEORGE LETT 
DOCKET NUMBER 88717-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 16 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in re-
spect of the Estate of DON GEORGE LETT who 
died Sep 16, 2023, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
non-resident having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death

This the 16 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF DON GEORGE LETT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
MICHAEL KERRY LETT; EXECUTOR 

4200 SHERRY DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF GEORGIA LOUISE MAPLES
DOCKET NUMBER 88720-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 16 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of GEORGIA LOUISE MAPLES who 
died May 22, 2023, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with 
the Clerk and Master of the above-named court on 
or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) 
or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
date of the publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(Bl Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 

received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 16 day of NOVEMBER, 2023
 

ESTATE OF GEORGIA LOUISE MAPLES

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
JOHN W MAPLES; CO-EXECUTOR 

2307 MIDWAY ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37914

GREGORY EUGENE MAPLES; CO-EXECUTOR
2307 MIDWAY ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37914

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF HELEN MYNATT MCCONKEY
DOCKET NUMBER 88741-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 29 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023 letters testamentary (or letters 
of administration as the case may be) in respect 
of the Estate of HELEN MYNATT MCCONKEY 
who died September 3, 2023, were issued to P. 
Michael McConkey by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident, and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the clerk of the above-named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in 
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) from the 
date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days after from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of the notice to 
creditors if the creditor received the copy of the no-
tice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of first publication 
as described in (1) (A}; or

{2} Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 29 day of NOVEMBER, 2023. 

ESTATE OF HELEN MYNATT MCCONKEY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
P. MICHAEL MCCONKEY

2812 SURFSIDE SHORES LANE 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37938

CAROLYN GILLIAM
10805 KINGSTON PIKE, SUITE 200

KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PAULETTE C. NEELY
DOCKET NUMBER 88705-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of PAULETTE C. NEELY who died 
August 30, 2023 were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident, and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or be-
fore the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 22 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF PAULETTE C. NEELY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
DEMETRIA N. HEARP
936 MARLBORO RD.

KNOXVILLE, TN 37909

BENET S. THEISS ATTORNEY 
300 MONTVUE RD.

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF HERTA MARIA OLIVE 
DOCKET NUMBER 88709-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 20 day of 
NOVMEBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of HERTA MARIA OLIVE who died 
Sep 24, 2023, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 20 day of NOVMEBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF HERTA MARIA OLIVE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
JANET PATRICIA OLIVE 

PURKEY; EXECUTRIX 
7137 ROYAL SPRINGS BLVD 

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37918
 

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARY RUTH OTT
DOCKET NUMBER 88724-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 29 day 
of NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of MARY RUTH OTT who 
died on October 15th, 2023 were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate Divi-
sion, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resi-
dent and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the clerk of the above-named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in 
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 29 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF MARY RUTH OTT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JAMES A. CHILDRESS

7614 SEVEN ISLANDS ROAD 
KNOXVILLE TN 37920

M. SUE WHITE ATTORNEY
216 PHOENIX CT. SUITE D. 

SEYMOUR TN 37865

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CATHERINE MERRELL PALMER
DOCKETS NUMBER 88418-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 1 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary (or 
letters of administration as the case may be) in 
respect of the Estate of CATHERINE MERRELL 
PALMER who died MARCH 13, 2023 were issued 
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required to 
file the same with the clerk of the above-named 
court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be 
forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This is the day 1 of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF CATHERINE MERRELL PALMER 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
NORMA LEA DANIEL 

8344 HARBOR COVE DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37938

M. SAMANTHA PARRIS ATTORNEY 
2908 TAZEWELL PIKE, SUITE G 

KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARY EDNA RUBIO
DOCKET NUMBER 88686-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary (or let-
ters of administration) in respect of the Estate of 
MARY EDNA RUBIO who died August 18, 2023, 
were issued to the undersigned by the Chancery 
Court, Probate Division, of Knox County. Tennes-
see. All persons, resident. and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk all the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedents 
date of death.

This the 22 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF MARY EDNA RUBIO 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KATHY MORROW

31 STILL HILL TRAIL 
BREVARD, NC 2871

GLEN B. RUTHERFORD ATTORNEY
PO BOX 1668

KNOXVILLE. TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF RUTH E. SMITH
DOCKET NUMBER 88561-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary (or letters 
of administration as the case may be) in respect of 
the Estate of RUTH E. SMITH, who died Septem-
ber 7, 2023 were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident, and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
of the above-named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 22 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF RUTH E. SMITH

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
DOUGLAS D. SMITH
1028 OLSON ROAD

ROCHESTER, IN 46975

STEVEN K. BOWLING ATTORNEY
9202 S. NORTHSHORE DRIVE, SUITE 301

P.O. BOX 11125
KNOXVILLE, TN 37939-1125

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOHN GATES STERCHI 
DOCKET NUMBER 88727-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 20 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters administration in re-
spect of the Estate of JOHN GATES STERCHI who 
died Aug 5, 2023, were issued the undersigned by 
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against his or her estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 20 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF JOHN GATES STERCHI

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
TERESA P STERCHI; ADMINISTRATRIX 

930 JOHNSON LANE
TEN MILE, TN. 37880

  

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BETTY J VAN METER 
DOCKET NUMBER 88708-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary in re-
spect of the Estate of BETTY J VAN METER who 
died Sep 29, 2023, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against his or her estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 22 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF BETTY J VAN METER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
VIKI VAN METER KEY; EXECUTRIX 

6924 TWIN CREEK ROAD 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37920

     

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CAROLE C. WAHLER
DOCKET NUMBER 88668-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day 
of NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary in 
respect to the Estate of CAROLE C. WAHLER 
who died September 16, 2023 were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required to 
file the same with the clerk of the above-named 
court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be 
forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 22 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF CAROLE C. WAHLER 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
ROBERT C. WAHLER

JENNIFER KENT EXUM, ATTORNEY 
633 CHESTNUT STREET, SUITE 1900

CHATTANOOGA, TN 37450

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CLIFFORD CARL WATSON
DOCKET NUMBER 88700-1 

Notice is hereby given that on the 29 day 
of NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary (or 
letters of administration as the case may be) in 
respect of the Estate of CLIFFORD CARL WAT-
SON who died June 1, 2023, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate Divi-
sion, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resi-
dent and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the clerk of the above- named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in 
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 29 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF CLIFFORD CARL WATSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
PEGGY JEANNE SINK WATSON 

900 ILEX CIRCLE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

STEPHEN L. CARPENTER ATTORNEY 
10413 KINGSTON PIKE SUITE 200

KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

MISC. 
NOTICES

LEGAL SECTION 94
Knox County will receive bids for the following 

items & services:

Bid 3490, Tipton Station Road Greenway Ex-
tension, due 1/4/24; 

Bid 3500, Backflow Services, due 1/10/24;
Bid 3501, Refrigerated Box Trucks, due 

1/5/24
RFP 3502, Environmental Review Services, 

due 1/4/24;
Bid 3503, Farragut High School Roof Replace-

ment, due 1/9/24 

For additional information call 865-215-5777, 
stop by the Procurement Division, 1000 North 
Central St., Suite 100, Knoxville, TN  37917, or 
visit our website: www.knoxcounty.org/procure-
ment.  To bid on Knox County surplus items, go to 
www.govdeals.com.

PUBLIC NOTICE
THE KNOX COUNTY BEER BOARD SHALL 

MEET IN REGULAR SESSION ON MONDAY, 
DECEMBER 11, 2023, AT 4:00 P.M. IN THE 
MAIN ASSEMBLY ROOM OF THE CITY-COUNTY 
BUILDING, MAIN AVENUE.
1.	 ROLL CALL:
2.	 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE 

FLAG:
3.	 APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
4.	 SWEARING IN OF INDIVIDUALS WHO 

PLAN TO TESTIFY:

5.	 APPLICATIONS:
	

5a.	 Karina Ayala/Leticia Hernandez
LA Tapatia Latino Store

7212 Oak Ridge Hwy, Ste 102-103
Knoxville, TN 37931

On/Off Premises
(District 6)

5b.	 Specialty Foods LLC
Celestina

1411 Bexhill Dr
Knoxville, TN 37922

On Premises
(District 4)

6.	 ADJOURNMENT:

NOTICE TO 
FURNISHERS OF 

LABOR & MATERIALS
TO: STANSELL ELECTRIC COMPANY, INC. 

(contractor)
STATE PROJECT # 47LPLM-L3-106
KNOX COUNTY CONTRACT #21-367 
FEDERAL PROJECT # CM-4700(60)
TDOT PIN 121587.00

COUNTY: KNOX
KNOX COUNTY ATMS PHASE 1

Knox County, TN Engineering and Public 
Works is about to make final settlement with the 
contractor for construction of the above numbered 
project. All persons wishing to file claims pursuant 
to Section 54-05-122, T.C.A. must file same with 
Aaron Fritts, Operations Engineering Manager, 
Knox County Engineering and Public Works, 205 W 
Baxter Avenue, Knoxville, TN 37917, on or before 
January 31, 2024.

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
In compliance with TCA 66-14-102 thru 66-

14-106 the following cars will be sold on Decem-
ber 14, 2023 @ 2:00 PM @ Cedar Bluff Towing, 
Inc. 623 Simmons Rd Knoxville, TN if total bill is 
not paid by date of sale.

2011 VW Tiguan WVGBV7AX1BW507094 
(Jack E Huntoon)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Application for title:
Charles Frazier hereby serves notice that he/

she intends to apply for a title on a vehicle de-
scribed as follows: 1969 CHEVY NOVA, Vehicle 
Identification Number 114279W385134. Any and 
all parties holding an interest in said vehicle must 
contact Charles Frazier by certified mail, return 
receipt requested, within ten (10) business days 
of the date of this publication to PO Box 6704, 
Knoxville, TN 37914. 

Published in The Knoxville Focus Monday, De-
cember 4, 2023.

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
The following described vehicles impounded/

repaired/towed will be sold at public and/or private 
auction in compliance with the Tennessee Public 
Acts 1967, Chapter 240, House Bill 379.  The sale 
will be held at Jim’s Garage & Wrecker Service 
Vehicle Impoundment Lot located at 5906 Walden 
Street, Knoxville, TN  37919.  

These vehicles have been checked through 
the files of the Commissioner of Revenue, Title 
Section, Division of Motor Vehicles, Department 
of Revenue, State of Tennessee.  In appropriate 
cases, the vehicles have been checked in other 
states, and the owners and/or lienholders have 
been notified by certified mail.  In those instances 
where no vehicle identification/serial number or 
license number was available, this Public Notice in 
the newspaper will comply with the law.

The failure of the owner/lienholder to exercise 
their rights to reclaim any vehicle listed below 
not bearing a VIN/serial number shall be deemed 
a waiver of all rights and title and authorization 
to sell said vehicle.

1) 10 TOYOTA COROLLA INXBU4EE9AZ349673
2)   BMW WBAAV33421EE79354
3) 15 JEEP SPORT 1C4NJRBB3FD232308
4) 02 SATURN  1G8ZS52832Z280927
5) 04 YAMAHA YZF  JYARN13E84A007389
6) 20 KAWASAK JKBZXNJ18LA010139
7) 16 NISSAN ALTIMA  1N4L3AP4GC148658
8) 10 NISSAN MAX.  1N4AA5AP8ACB09634
9) 06 NISSAN MAX. 1N4BA41E56C850372
10) 02 SUZUKI  JS3TY92VX24109131

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
The owner and /or lien holders of the follow-

ing vehicle is hereby notified of their rights to pay 
all charges and reclaim said vehicle being held at 
701 Cooper St., Knoxville, TN 37917. Failure to 
reclaim this vehicle will be deemed a waiver of all 
rights, title, and consent to dispose of said vehicle 
at public auction on DECEMBER 11, 2023 at 701 
Cooper St, Knoxville, TN 37917.
1. 11 Dodge Caravan 2D4RN5DGXBR669143
2. 17 Hyundai Tucson KM8J3CA47HU444037
3. 12 Dodge Caravan 2C4RDGCGXCR115955
4. 14 Kia Forte  KNAFZ4A80E5059827
5. 87 Chevy S10  1GCCS14R4H2189161
6. BMW MC  WB104160XR0311317
7. 03 Cadillac Escalade 1GYEK63N03R317698
8. 18 Nissan Rogue JN1BJ1CP1JW161527
9. 14 Nissan Sentra 3N1AB7AP4EY220194
10.  94 Ford F150  1FTEX15N6RKB68870
11.  10 Honda Accord 1HGCP2F43AA158831
12. 10 Mitsubishi Lancer JA32W5FV5AU021734
13.  17 Mazda 6  JM1GL1W5XH1116326

 

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOW COMING FORWARD Elizabeth Segrest 

(Elizabeth Johnson) intending to do business in 
Knox County, Tennessee under the name of ELIZA-
BETH THERESA SEGREST at 905 Festival Lane, 
Knoxville, TN  37923.  Any inquiries refer to the 
above stated business address.

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE

KNOX COUNTY COMMISSION SCHEDULED MEETINGS FOR 2024, MAIN ASSEMBLY ROOM, 
400 MAIN STREET, CITY-COUNTY BUILDING. ALL COMMISSION AGENDAS WILL BE AVAILABLE 
EACH MONTH ON THE COMMISSION WEBSITE AT WWW.KNOXCOUNTY.ORG/COMMISSION.

MEETING TIMES
FINANCE (2:00 PM)        REORGANIZATION (1:00 PM)
FEBRUARY 21         SEPTEMBER 3 
MAY 20
AUGUST 19
NOVEMBER 12                           
     
BEER COMMITTEE (4:00 PM)  COMMISSION (5:00 PM)
WORKSESSION (5:00 PM)               ZONINGS (7:00 PM)
JANUARY 16    JANUARY 22           

      FEBRUARY 21   FEBRUARY 26           
MARCH 18                 MARCH 25
APRIL 15    APRIL 22             
MAY 20       MAY 28           
JUNE 17    JUNE 24       
JULY 15    JULY 22               
AUGUST 19           AUGUST 26
SEPTEMBER 16        SEPTEMBER 23            
OCTOBER 21   OCTOBER 28               
NOVEMBER 12    NOVEMBER 18             
DECEMBER 9           DECEMBER 16

NOTE: MEETING DATES, LOCATIONS AND TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Be sure the Credit Union has your latest email address before registering your card with Control My Card. Data and message rates 
may apply. Ask for details. Control My Card by KTVAECU® is a registered trademark of Knoxville TVA Employees Credit Union.

Le󰈀󰈀󰈀󰈀󰈀󰈀󰈀󰈀󰈀󰈀󰈀󰈀󰈀󰈀
tvacreditunion.com(865) 544-5400

MAKE YOUR CARDS
HOLIDAY READY!
Shop with confidence and added security 
with CONTROL MY CARD by KTVAECU®.
Freeze your cards, change your PIN, set travel plans, set
custom alerts, add to digital wallet, and so much more!

Add to Apple Pay, the safe and 

secure way to pay in-store and 

online.

My Cards7:34

By Ken Lay

In its annual traditional in-
school showdown against 
Farragut, the Halls Middle School 
girls basketball team notched a 
key Knox County Middle School 
Basketball Conference win before 
a boisterous and packed house 
at Halls Middle School.

The Lady Devils used a huge 
second-quarter surge to open 
a big halftime lead en route to 
notching a 39-25 victory over the 
Lady Admirals.

The two teams were locked in 
a battle in the opening frame as 

Halls held a narrow 6-5 advan-
tage at the end of the first quar-
ter. Early in the second stanza, 
Farragut took an 8-6 lead when 
Elin Rotan knocked down a 
3-pointer.

But the Lady Devils took con-
trol of the contest by forcing the 
Lady Admirals into multiple turn-
overs and dominating the glass.

After Rotan’s long-range 
jumper, Farragut managed just 
two more points in the quarter 
and was held without a field goal, 
enabling the Lady Devils to open 
a 25-10 halftime advantage. 

Farragut’s Arabelle Wray and 
MaKenna Hartley made second-
quarter free throws for the Lady 
Admirals, who never recovered 
after falling behind.

Halls coach Christi Bowling 
knew just how big her team’s vic-
tory was Thursday, especially at 
home in front of a large crowd of 
Halls students.

She told the Lady Devils that 
they would have to come out and 
get off to a fast start and the 
team listened and did as their 
coach said.

“We told them that we would 

have to come out and jump on 
them early, and they did,” Bowling 
said. “They did. We forced them 
into turnovers and we rebound-
ed well.

“This is a big win for us. They’re 
a good team. I’m just so proud of 
the way my girls played.”

The Lady Devils boasted a bal-
anced scoring attack as Lola 
Widener led the way with 13 
points. Bella Wires added 12 
points and Audree Riehn fin-
ished with eight for Halls, which 
led 34-17 at the end of the third 
quarter.

Farragut coach Devan McIntyre 
was disappointed with her 
squad's effort in hostile territory.

“They were obviously the better 
team today,” McIntyre said. “They 
controlled the boards and they 
turned us over.

“I wish we could’ve had a better 
game and the biggest thing that 
we take from this is that defen-
sive intensity is not an option.”

Rotan led the Lady Admirals 
with six points.

Lady Devils run past Farragut in in-school showdown

Defense stops 
Page’s last play 

for 24-19 win

By Steve Williams

It was a team that had 
leaned on its defense 
much of the season.

That unit had one more 
play to roll up their sleeves 
and go to work; a play that 
would determine a gold or 
silver football in the trophy 
case for years to come.

On third-and-goal at 
the West 5-yard line, and 
precious seconds ticking 
down, Page High chose not 
to clock it. William Wiebush, 
the Wildcat formation quar-
terback, tossed a pass to 
the left side of the end 
zone that was intended 
for Mr. Football finalist Eric 

Hazzard, a 6-3, 240-pound 
defensive lineman who was 
in on the play as a tight end.

Sandwiched by safety 
An’terius McAlister and 
cornerback Syxx Hoard, 
Hazzard couldn’t make the 

catch.
A celebration of the 

Rebels’ 24-19 victory and 
second straight Class 5A 
state championship in the 
BlueCross Bowl at Finley 
Stadium in Chattanooga 

began.
Coach Lamar Brown was 

asked to compare this sea-
son’s title with last year’s.

“Well, it’s two totally dif-
ferent teams,” he said. 
“They both were unbeliev-
able. I wouldn’t trade either 
one of them in.”

Are you going to go for 
No. 3?

“We’re going to try,” he 
replied.

Following West’s 15-0 
season last fall, this year’s 
team overcame some mid-
season injuries to post a 
14-1 record.

Page finished 13-2. It 
was the Franklin team’s 
third consecutive loss in 
the finals.

“They all hurt,” said Page 
Coach Charles Rathbone. 
“The one closest to the day 

is the one that hurts the 
most. This is the newest, 
freshest wound.

“I felt like we had our 
chances. We got down 
there inside the 5 two times 
in the last eight minutes 
and didn’t finish drives. I 
just hate it for our kids. A 
great group of kids.”

Hoard, who intercepted 
three passes, was select-
ed the game’s MVP. Connor 
Cummings, with touchdown 
catches of 37 and 27 yards, 
was the Rebels’ most pro-
ductive offensive player.

West linebacker Ryan 
Scott racked up 14 total 
tackles and two TFL. 
Cornerback Antwain 
Burdine had six total tack-
les, linebacker Anderson 
Smith 5.5 and lineman 
Wyatt Deroche five total 

tackles, two sacks and two 
TFL.

West punter Jones Bollig 
averaged 40.4 yards on 
five punts, including a 
46-yarder and one inside 
the 20.

M o m e n t u m - w i s e , 
the contest felt like a 
rollercoaster.

Isaac Power caught a 
38-yard touchdown pass 
from Jonathan Palmer with 
4:25 on the first quarter 

West is golden again!
PHOTOS BY STEVE WILLIAMS

West football players and coaches are joined by the cheerleaders for a picture with the gold football after the Rebels' 24-19 win over Page Friday night at Finley Stadium in Chatta-
nooga. West went 29-1 over back-to-back Class 5A championship seasons.

West quarterback Hunter Dance, with good protection up 
front, looks for a receiver down field.



PAGE C2	 The Knoxville Focus	             December 4, 2023

By Steve Williams

Several local teams 
excelled in the 2023 TSSAA 
/ TMSAA Cheerleading & 
Dance Championships in 
November.

The competition was 
held at Murphy Center on 
the campus of MTSU in 
Murfreesboro.

Gresham was the only 
local school to place in 
middle school cheerlead-
ing competition as the Lady 
Gladiators placed second.

Several local schools, 
however, stood out in 

dance competition.
On the high school level, 

Bearden took top honors 
in Game Day Large Varsity 
and also earned a cham-
pionship in Large Varsity 
Pom.

Farragut finished first 
in Small Varsity Jazz and 
Small Varsity Pom.

Halls was champion in 

Small Varsity Hip Hop and 
placed second in Varsity 
High Kick.

Seymour was best in 
Medium Varsity Pom.

In middle school dance, 
West Valley won Game 
Day and Farragut took first 
place in Jazz and Pom.

A-E student-
athlete receives 

Award of 
Excellence

Shaniya Cherry, an 
Austin-East High student 
and cheerleader, has 

recently received an Award 
of Excellence from the 
National Federation of High 
Schools and the TSSAA.

The award states Cherry 
is “recognized for an exem-
plary display of sportsman-
ship, Ethics and Integrity 
during the 2023-24 school 
year”  and is signed by Mark 
Reeves, Executive Director 
of the TSSAA and Karissa 
Niehoff, Chief Executive 
Officer of the National 
Federation of High School 
Associations.

An additional letter 
from Courtney Brunetz, 
TSSAA Marketing Director, 
states: “You have displayed 
respect, integrity and com-
mendable sportsmanship, 
influencing not just your 
teammates but everyone 
around you and contrib-
uting greatly to a positive 
environment within your 
school. Your actions will 
reach far beyond the con-
fines of the playing fields 
and courts.”

Craney resigns, 
but plans to 
coach again

Nick Craney, who 
resigned as head foot-
ball coach at Central last 
week, was 22 years old in 
the summer of 2014 when 
he joined Bryson Rosser’s 
coaching staff.

The young Craney was an 
assistant for two seasons 
before being promoted to 
defensive coordinator. He 
held the latter position for 
four seasons, including 

2018 and 2019 when the 
Bobcats captured back-to-
back state titles.

After Rosser resigned, 
Craney was named the 
new head coach in 2020 at 
CHS. His teams went 10-3, 
8-4, 7-5 and 5-6.

Craney, who will be 32 
in January, told The Focus 
he plans on continuing to 
teach at Central. He teach-
es Government.

“I will get back into 
coaching in the future,” he 
said. “It is something I think 
God has gifted me with the 
ability and passion to do 
and investing in the lives 
of youth is important to 
me. However, I am looking 
forward to a time of getting 
to invest more into my own 
family for a while.”

KC Virtual 
School students 

approved by 
TSSAA

Knox County Virtual 
School student-athletes 
have been approved by the 
TSSAA.

“These boys and girls 
will be able to partici-
pate on their zoned high 
school teams, similar to 
what home school stu-
dent-athletes can do,” 
said Bryan Brown, Knox 
County Schools Athletics 
Specialist.

Johnston is 4A 
state baseball 

honoree
Farragut High Class of 

2023 grad Jett Johnston, 
who is now a freshman 
at Texas A&M, has been 
named theTennessee Class 
4A State Player of the Year 
by the Tennessee Baseball 
Coaches Association.

Jett played on back-to-
back state championship 
teams in 2022 and 2023. 
In 2023 post-season 
play, Jett hit .489 for the 
Admirals with eight home 
runs, 24 RBI, and a 0.00 
ERA on the mound.

Russell signs 
with Johnson 

University
Seymour High’s Caiden 

Russell has signed with 
Johnson University to play 
basketball.

BASEMENT OR 
CRAWLSPACE LEAKING??

Don’t overpay the nationwide 
companies by the thou$ands when 
MOLD TOX, LLC can install a dry-up 

system for a fraction of the cost!
BBB Accredited Business with A+ Rating

TN Charter #4410

(865) 524-1227     (865) 453-1880
www.moldtox.com

By Steve Williams
Colin Eckerman’s break-

out season in cross country 
has taken another big step.

The Webb School senior 
placed third in the Foot 
Locker Cross Country 
Championships’ South 
Regional at McAlpine Park 
in Charlotte, NC, Saturday 
(Nov. 25) to qualify for the 
FLCC National Finals, on 
Dec. 9 in San Diego.

Eckerman’s time over the 
5,000-meter course was 
14:55.25.

Earlier this season, 
Eckerman set an all-time 
TSSAA state meet record 
when he won the Division 
II-AA title.

Elizabeth Leachman of 
San Antonio and Patrick 
Koon of Tallahassee took 
first place in the girls’ and 
boys’ South Regional.

Leachman was timed 
in 16:33.27. Abby Faith 
Cheeseman, a junior from 

Bell Buckle, TN, finished 
second in 16:50.09.

Koon’s winning time was 
14:48.61. 

The top 10 boys and the 
top 10 girls in the cham-
pionship races qualify 
to compete against run-
ners from the Midwest, 
Northeast, and West 
Regional meets in the Foot 
Locker Nationals.

Two other Tennessee 
girls – Claire Stegall (fourth) 
of Nolensville High and 
Jaynie Halterman (10th) of 
Independence High – also 
placed in the Top 10.

 
A FIRST: According to 

Don Madgett of the Metro 
Knoxville Cross Country 
Coaches Association, 

Webb’s Eckerman is the 
first runner from Tennessee 
to qualify for both the Foot 
Locker and Nike nation-
al meets. Eckerman was 
scheduled to race in the 
Nike event in Portland, OR 
this past weekend. He will 
compete in the Foot Locker 
event in San Diego this 
coming weekend.

Eckerman qualifies for
Foot Locker CC Nationals

All-Metro Knoxville CC 
teams and honorees

 
The Metro Knoxville Cross Country Coaches Association 

will honor the following individuals and teams at its ban-
quet Tuesday night (Dec. 5). The banquet will be held at 
Rothchilds and start at 6. 

All-MKXC Team
Boys

Gabe Allen (Hardin Valley)
Evan Beeler (Farragut)
Nicholas Burke (West)

Joshua Cross (Christian Academy)
Cade Crum (Bearden)

Harrison Cunningham (Farragut)
Bradan Ebbert (Farragut)
Colin Eckerman (Webb)

Noah Jinks (Heritage)
Vance Lester (Anderson Co)
Carson Long (Hardin Valley)

Radek Molchan (Catholic)
Rowen Moser-Bryan (Karns)

Keegan Smith (Catholic)

Matteo Tonnos (Farragut)

Girls
Carolina Areheart (Webb)

Maddie Archdale (Hardin Valley)
Emma Cissna (Hardin Valley)

Lauren Davis (Webb)
Gracie Franklin (Maryville)

CalystaGarmer (Webb)
Jazzlyn Garmer (Webb)

Rylee Gifford (Karns)
Anna Graves (Webb)

Kacey Holliday (Alcoa)
Dylan Job (Oak Ridge)

Ava Moody (Anderson Co)
Kate Robinson (West)

Allie Vesser (Hardin Valley)
Kristina Weaver (Webb)

Coach of the Year
Chelsea Osborne (Farragut)

 

Hall of Fame

Coach Warren Heiser (Webb)

Rebecca Story (CAK)
Andy Baksa (Farragut)

Sean Stevens (West)
1978 Central Boys Team

By Steve Williams

On one of the first days of 
preseason football practice at 
Austin-East High School last 
August, basketball standout 
Shane Cherry was on the sideline 
observing. Not long after that, he 

joined the team.
He started out as a wide receiv-

er but moved to quarterback and 
had a remarkable season as a 
junior.

Cherry passed for 1,443 yards 
and nine touchdowns and ran 
for 777 yards and 13 TDs as the 
Roadrunners went 3-7 in the reg-
ular season. He was named to 
The Knoxville Focus / Coaches’ 
All-Knox County first team as an 
Athlete.

In A-E’s 48-43 win at Unicoi 
County (7-3) in the Class 3A first 
round playoff game, Shane com-
pleted 13 of 23 passes for 386 
yards and six touchdowns. He 
also ran for 86 yards and a TD 
on nine carries.

“It (football) was fun,” said 
Cherry after a basketball game 
against Central at A-E last week. 
“It was fun because I had taken a 

couple of years off from football. 
I didn’t know how I was going to 
be. I just came back and I still 
was good, so I liked it.”

As for playing football next 
season, Cherry said: “I don’t 
know yet. I’m thinking about it.”

He said playing football doesn’t 
interfere with his basketball. “It 
just makes me stronger really 
and tougher. So I liked it. It got 
me better.”

Shane, who is listed as a 5-10, 
153-pound point guard, says 
basketball “definitely” remains 
No. 1 because he has scholar-
ship offers in that sport from 
Tennessee, Auburn, Penn State, 
Radford and Tennessee State 
among others.

A-E basketball coach Denard 
Bertram has been supportive of 
Shane playing football from the 
beginning and remains so.

“The physicality of the game I 
felt helped him,” he said follow-
ing the Roadrunners’ 72-59 win 
over Central.

Jeff Black, Austin-East Athletic 
Director and a former high school 
football coach, also weighed in on 
Cherry’s football season.

“He’s extremely raw but an 
amazing athlete,” said Black. 
“Not a top level quarterback but 
makes plays no matter where he 
is on the field.

“If he worked at football like he 
does basketball, he would have 
some high level opportunities at 
that as well.”

Black also pointed out Cherry 
would leave after football prac-
tice to go work on basketball.

“He now has played several 
basketball games and is getting 
back in basketball shape,” added 
Black. “He makes everyone else 
better just like he does in foot-
ball. His little brother Condis (a 
freshman) is also amazing at both 
sports.”

Cherry said football was fun and made him tougher

SPORTS
n teb k

x
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Local teams excel in Dance and Cheer

PHOTO BY STEVE WILLIAMS

Austin-East senior cheer-
leader Shaniya Cherry (left) 
enjoys a moment in be-
tween cheers in last week's 
basketball game against 
Central. Shaniya recently 
received an Award of Ex-
cellence from the NFHS 
and TSSAA and a full-ride 
scholarship to UT.

PHOTO BY DARNELL BRITTON / LARAY044@

GMAIL.COM

Shane Cherry looks to throw a 
pass in a game this fall. The Road-
runner junior enjoyed his football 
season, but it still takes a backseat 
to basketball.

PHOTO BY STEVE WILLIAMS

Austin-East's Shane Cherry (5) 
was back in the basketball groove 
at the Clifford H. Ross Gymnasi-
um last week. The 72-59 win over 
Central improved the Roadrun-
ners record to 4-2.
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Are you interested in reducing your 
energy consumption by as much as 
40%? Well, the most effective way to 
make that happen might come as 
some surprise to you. It has nothing to 
do with your car, or your light bulbs, 
or any household appliance that you 
might be thinking of ... getting a more 
energy efficient heating & cooling 
system is one of the best ways you 

can get significant energy savings. 
Trane introduces the XV20i heating 
and cooling system with a 12-year 
compressor warranty. It is, simply put, 
one of the most energy efficient, 
environmentally friendly heating and 
cooling systems available. Contact 
LB Chase Mechanical to learn more 
about how you can dramatically 
reduce your heating costs today.

Expect more from your independent Trane dealer.

(865) 428-4824
www.lbchase.com

A new high efficiency heating & cooling system can be 
more affordable than you think with

NO MONEY DOWN & MONTHLY PAYMENTS AVAILABLENO MONEY DOWN & MONTHLY PAYMENTS AVAILABLE 
through the TVA eScore Program.

Are you interested in reducing your 
energy consumption by as much as 
40%? Well, the most effective way to 
make that happen might come as 
some surprise to you. It has nothing to 
do with your car, or your light bulbs, 
or any household appliance that you 
might be thinking of ... getting a more 
energy efficient heating & cooling 
system is one of the best ways you 

can get significant energy savings. 
Trane introduces the XV20i heating 
and cooling system with a 12-year 
compressor warranty. It is, simply put, 
one of the most energy efficient, 
environmentally friendly heating and 
cooling systems available. Contact 
LB Chase Mechanical to learn more 
about how you can dramatically 
reduce your heating costs today.

Expect more from your independent Trane dealer.

(865) 428-4824
www.lbchase.com

A new high effi ciency heating & cooling system 
can be more affordable than you think with

NO MONEY DOWN & LOW MONTHLY PAYMENTS 
through the TVA eScore Program. 

    
   

Hi, I am NE-YO! I’m a male 3-month-old Terrier Pit Bull 
mix that is very playful and energe� c. I love everyone 
that I meet and cannot wait to meet my forever 
family. I have a curious nature, am very sweet and 
am a bit of a goo� all. I love to make people laugh! I 
promise to bring lots of joy and laughter into your life. 

Come meet me and other adoptable animals at Young-
Williams Animal Village, 6400 Kingston Pike.

Hello, I’m WOOLETTE, a young and intelligent rabbit. I am a 
black-haired Domes� c Rabbit around 1-year-old and I’m pre� y 

mellow, preferring to spend my days exploring my surroundings 
or indulging in a tasty carrot or two. Despite my gentle nature, 
I’m also fi ercely independent, able to entertain myself and fi nd 

joy in the simplest things. I’ve got a big heart and I’m ready to 
share it with a family who will appreciate my calm demeanor 

and sharp mind. Come meet me and other adoptable animals at 
Young-Williams Animal Village, 6400 Kingston Pike.

Ad space donated by The Knoxville Focus.

Sometimes, the best 
coaching search is no 
search.

C a s e 
in point . 
Go back 
to Dec. 3, 
1976, a day 
Big Orange 
Country had 
a n x i o u s -
ly awaited. 

A Tennessee legend was 
coming home as head 
football coach, 20 years 
and two days after he had 
played his last regular 
season game in an orange 
and white uniform.

Chancellor Dr. Jack 
Reese provided a classic 
introduction.

“After an extensive 
nationwide search, I am 
pleased to welcome Coach 
Majors here.” Those 13 
words provided perspective 
for the day’s events.

“Coach Majors” was John 
Terrill Majors, a Vol legend 
and 1956 All-American. 
He was also the 1956 
Heisman Trophy runner-up, 
two-time SEC “Player of the 
Year,” and the first of three 
Majors brothers to play at 
Tennessee.

This “coaching search” 
really wasn’t one, but for 
Vol fans, it didn’t matter. 
Majors was overwhelming-
ly the “people’s choice.”

Majors had actual-
ly lived through this drill 
before. In 1954, Gen. Bob 
Neyland had dismissed 

his successor, Harvey 
Robinson, calling it the 
“hardest thing I’ve ever had 
to do.”

Majors was an upcoming 
junior at Tennessee, when 
another Vol legend came 
home to jubilant fans and 
the thought Tennessee was 
“back” among the elite of 
college football. There 
was no one else Vol fans 
wanted at that time, either.

Bowden Wyatt was the 
“people’s choice” of that 
era. He was captain of the 
11-0 1938 team and one 
of the most popular play-
ers ever. He came on board 
Jan. 8, 1955, saying, “I’m 
going back to the job I’ve 
always wanted.”

Wyatt had won titles 
in the Big Sky confer-
ence at Wyoming and the 
Southwest Conference 
at Arkansas. Coming to 
Knoxville was the culmina-
tion, most folks thought, of 
a coaching career that had 
begun at Mississippi State 
in 1939. During his tenure 
at Wyoming, Vanderbilt and 
Duke had tried to entice 
Wyatt to their campus, but 
to no avail.

After leaving Tennessee 
in 1963, Wyatt was an 
assistant for a couple of 
years at Oklahoma State, 
a move facilitated by Bear 
Bryant.

In 1925, head coach 
M. B. Banks left to 

go to Knoxville’s Central 

High School. University 
historians James Riley 
Montgomery, Stanley John 
Folmsbee, and Lee Seifert 
Greene reported that the 
Athletic Council sought 
to find the “best coach in 
the country.” Dean Nathan 
Washington Dougherty had 
a unique search process. 
He wanted West Point grad 
Robert R, Neyland and 
employed a little subter-
fuge to make that happen. 
Here’s what the three histo-
rians wrote.

“Dougher t y,  years 
later, smilingly noted that 
the newspapers helped 
immensely by recom-
mending a dozen candi-
dates. That was fine with 
Dougherty, for while he 
had a single candidate in 
mind, the papers made it 
appear there were sever-
al…. Neyland got the job, 
with results significant for 
the university.”

The coaching search in 
1963, after Jim McDonald 
was let go, was intriguing. 
Numerous names were 
mentioned, notably Murray 
Warmath (Minnesota), Paul 
Davis (Mississippi State), 
Jim Owens (Washington), 
and Clay Stapleton (Iowa 
State). Warmath and 
Stapleton were former Vols, 
Davis was from Knoxville, 
and Owens had no known 
Tennessee connections. 
Davis had also led his 1963 
Mississippi State team to a 
7-0 victory over Tennessee 

in early October on Shields-
Watkins Field.

In a tense and tiring 
Saturday night meeting 
after the season finale with 
Vanderbilt, Bob Woodruff 
was given permanent 
status as athletic direc-
tor. He wanted Arkansas 
assistant Doug Dickey, but 
McDonald’s future was 
uncertain. A compromise 
ensued, allowing Woodruff 
to hire Dickey, with 
McDonald being named an 
assistant athletic director.

In late 1969 and early 
1970, there was another 
“search” after Dickey took 
the Florida job.

Woodruff let it be known 
that assistants Doug 
Knotts, Jimmy Dunn, and 
Bill Battle were in the run-
ning, with Battle consid-
ered by many observers as 
the “sleeper.”

Trustee Col. Tom Elam 
and president Dr. Andy 
Holt each wanted Majors, 
then in his second year at 
Iowa State. “Your vote is my 
vote,” Holt told Elam. Elam 
was, however, a firm believ-
er in the chain of com-
mand. He swallowed hard 
and reluctantly convinced 
Holt of the organizational 
pitfalls of overriding his ath-
letic director’s decision on 
such an important issue.

Thus, Battle got the job.
As Battle’s star faded 

in the mid-1970s, public 
outcry was for Majors, who 
had the Pittsburgh program 

in full gear.
When his alma mater 

beckoned, Majors accept-
ed, but not without signifi-
cant thought.

“It was the most difficult 
decision I’ve had to make 
in my life,” said Majors. “I 
agonized over it. I had been 
away from Tennessee 17 
years.” Once in place, he 
rebuilt the program from 
the ground up, leading 
Tennessee to three SEC 
titles and 12 bowl appear-
ances in his tenure from 
1977 to 1992.

Here’s the bottom 
line. Sometimes, 

these “searches” are what 
they are advertised to 
be, sometimes not. Jack 
Reese, an able and affable 
administrator, defined the 
moment and set a memo-
rable standard for all who 
would follow. Good thing, 
too. The peasants would 
have literally stormed the 
castle had any name other 
than John Majors been 
considered and uttered 
that early December day in 
1976.

By Mark Nagi

Well, the regular season 
is now complete for the 
Tennessee Volunteers. The 
Vols finished at 8-4 and 
now wait for word on their 
bowl game destination 
(which was not yet known 
when The Focus went to 
press).

There are more than 
a few UT fans who aren’t 
especially happy these 
days. Tennessee limped 
to the finish with blowout 
losses to Missouri and 
Georgia in November. They 
failed to start a winning 
streak against Alabama as 
that rivalry is once again in 
the Tide’s favor after a year 
of celebration in Knoxville. 
And there was also a loss 
at Florida that defies expla-
nation except for the fact 
that the Vols typically play 
their worst football of the 
year against the Gators and 
have for most of the last 
two decades.

But I wonder if those fans 

remember what Tennessee 
football had been like for 
the last 15+ years. During 
that stretch, when the Vols 
were the perfect represen-
tation of SEC mediocrity, 
you could have only wished 
to be at the point when an 
8-4 season was a downer. 
That’s the way it used to be 
during some of the Johnny 
Majors era and almost all of 
the Phillip Fulmer era.

The 2022 season truly 
spoiled Tennessee fans, a 
season in which they won 
11 games, beat Florida, 
LSU and Alabama, plus an 
Orange Bowl victory over 
Clemson. They had the 
best offense in all of col-
lege football and finished 
with their best season in 
21 years.

As that time frame sug-
gests, seasons like 2022 
don’t come around very 
often. They should be cel-
ebrated. Yes, there’s noth-
ing wrong with wanting 
success and having high 

expectations for this pro-
gram, but you shouldn’t dis-
count the achievements of 
the 2023 campaign.

So  where  doe s 
Tennessee football go 
from here? Well, the road 
to the SEC championship 
game only gets tougher 
from here. Next season the 
SEC welcomes Texas and 
Oklahoma, two programs 
that were ranked in the 
top 12 in the college foot-
ball playoff rankings last 
week. The Vols will play at 
Oklahoma next September. 
With the expansion some 
of the annual games have 
gone by the wayside but 
UT still will play Alabama 
and Georgia, the two most 
dominant teams in the 
conference. The Vols also 
play Florida, who again, 
Tennessee rarely plays well 
against when they line up 
against the Gators.

There are more major 
changes on the way not 
only for the Vols but for the 

entire sport. The College 
Football Playoff is expand-
ing from four to 12 teams, 
opening the door for so 
many more teams. Should 
the Vols finish 10-2 in the 
regular season as they did 
in 2022, they’d be in posi-
tion to earn a playoff berth.

There’s no reason that 
the Vols shouldn’t be in 
the mix more seasons 
than not… Josh Heupel is 
recruiting at a high level. 
Different NIL groups are 
not shy in wooing talent to 
Knoxville. The facilities get 
better and better. Neyland 
Stadium is on a 13-game 
sellout streak.

Yes, these are the good 
old days.

The state of Tennessee 
football is strong.

Does that mean that the 
Vols are destined for his-
toric success over the next 
few years? Maybe. Maybe 
not. But at least they are 
in the conversation again.

'After an extensive nationwide search...'

Head coach Bowden Wyatt accepts an invitation for 
Tennessee to play in the 1957 Gator Bowl against Texas 
A&M

Where Tennessee Football Stands Today

clock to give Page an early 
lead. It was also the first 
TD the West defense had 
allowed in the playoffs.

The Rebels, however, 
overcame the Patriots’ 
impressive start and 
reeled off 24 straight 
points and looked to be 
in command. Marshaun 
Bowers scored on a 1-yard 
plunge, Patrick Schmid 
kicked a 31-yard field goal 
and Cummings caught his 
first TD pass from Hunter 
Dance with no time left on 
the clock in the first half.

Cummings caught his 
second touchdown pass in 
the same area of the end 
zone where he pulled in 
his first and Schmid’s third 
PAT gave West a comfort-
able 24-7 lead with 8:16 
to go in the third quarter.

Page, however, did not 

quit. Wiebush scored on 
a 13-yard run to cut the 
Rebels’ lead to 24-13, but 
Zane Cannon missed the 
extra point.

Presley Cozart snagged 
a 16-yard TD pass from 
Palmer to pull Page within 
five points with 9:22 
remaining in the game. 
The Patriots’ two-point 
pass failed.

“They were up 7-0 and 
had all the momentum 
and went for (a first down) 
from about their own 20 
on fourth-and-one and 
didn’t get it, and that kind 
of flipped the script for a 
little bit,” recalled Coach 
Brown. “We scored 24 
unanswered, and then 
they scored 12 unan-
swered. Two goal-line 
stands later, we’re state 
champions.”

West is 
golden again!
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- HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL -

- MIDDLE SCHOOL BASKETBALL -

By Ken Lay

A fifth consecutive win 
came easily for the Central 
High School girls basketball 
team Tuesday night.

The Lady Bobcats 
jumped out to an early lead 
and cruised to an 82-20 
victory against West High 
School.

This one was decided 
early as Central held the 
Lady Rebels without a field 
goal in the first quarter as 
it opened a 22-2 advan-
tage and kept building on 
the lead throughout the 
contest.

The game couldn’t have 
gone much better for the 
Lady Bobcats as every 
player who played scored. 
Central also had three play-
ers post double figures in 
the scoring column.

Scout Horner led the 
way with 20 points. 
Ayauna Ramsey added 14 
and Avery Brewer had 13. 

Cadence Horner chipped 
in with nine and Addison 
Brewer finished with eight.

But the team has been 
bitten by the injury bug 
early, leaving it in a search 
for depth. With the win, 
however, the Lady Bobcats 
improved to 5-3 after losing 
its three Hall of Fame 
games.

“Right now, we’re looking 
to build our bench,” Lady 
Bobcats’ coach LeBrandon 
Marie said. “We’re looking 
at who are going to be our 
eighth and ninth players. 
Our sixth and seventh play-
ers are both hurt right now.

“But we’re in the middle 
of a five-game winning 
streak right now. We’re 5-3, 
but we played some good 
teams early in our Hall of 
Fame games.

Serenity Geisler had nine 
points to lead the Lady 
Rebels, who trailed 43-9 
at halftime.

By Ken Lay

Farragut Middle School 
boys basketball coach Lynn 
Allen knew his team was 
going to face a big chal-
lenge as it invaded Halls for 
the annual in-school game 
between the two teams on 
Thursday afternoon.

The Admirals would sur-
vive a test from the host 
Red Devils and leave North 
Knox County with a hard-
fought 37-28 victory.

“In-school games are 

a totally different beast,” 
Allen said. “Halls has a good 
team.

“We won the game and 
we can be thankful for that. 
But we just couldn’t get our 
motor running the way that 
we wanted to.”

The game was a defen-
sive struggle as the final 
score would indicate both 
teams had trouble clicking 
their respective offenses 
into gear. Farragut never 
trailed but they did nearly 
let this one get away in the 

fourth quarter as the Red 
Devils pulled to within 30-27 
when Bryce McCarty made 
a basket with 1 minute, 23 
seconds remaining in the 
contest.

“The Halls coach (Jeremy 
Fine) did a good job with 
his defense and they got 
back in the game,” Allen 
said. “They’ve done a good 
job getting their defense 
together.”

While Allen praised the 
Red Devils for their defense 
in the contest, he said his 

team’s late struggles were 
not all about the Halls 
defense.

“They did a good job and 
they were able to get back 
into the game,” he said. 
“But it wasn’t really anything 
that they were doing.

“It was what we were 
doing, we turned the ball 
over.”

The Admirals’ defense 
was stiff early as the Red 
Devils scored just two 
points over the first six 
minutes of the contest. 

Miles Comparato’s basket 
accounted for all of Halls 
Middle’s offense as he had 
an early basket in the open-
ing quarter.

“We played good defense 
early,” Allen said.

Farragut opened a 9-2 
lead in the opening frame 
and held a 17-12 advantage 
at halftime before taking a 
27-18 lead into the fourth 
quarter.

The Red Devils got back 
into the game thanks to 
some clutch shots by Kegan 

Wayland, who scored five of 
his game-high 15 points in 
the fourth quarter. Wayland 
made a 3-pointer at the sec-
ond-quarter buzzer to pull 
the Red Devils to within five 
points.

Colton Liner led the 
Admirals with 10 points. 
Brooks Johnston added 
nine. Braylen Gibbs scored 
all eight of his points after 
halftime and Kyle Clark fin-
ished with six points for 
Farragut.

By Ken Lay

West High School’s 
boys basketball team has 
yet to play at home this 
season but if Tuesday 
night’s game is any indi-
cation, the Rebels are 
quite happy being on the 
road.

The Rebels started fast 
and never really took their 
foot off the throttle in a 
79-45 victory over Central 
in Fountain City.

West (4-2) opened a 
21-7 lead in the first quar-
ter and never looked 
back. The Rebels have 
five more road games 
before finally getting 
to play on Sutherland 
Avenue in front of their 
home fans.

The Rebels were 

without two players 
who were preparing to 
play for a second con-
secutive Class 5A State 
Championship on the 
gridiron, but that didn’t 
matter early last week.

“We play better on 
the road and our first 
11 games are on the 
road and that was done 
by design,” West coach 
Aubin Goporro said. “We 
got off to a good start and 
then we fell back a little 
bit because I was trying to 
play everybody. I’m miss-
ing two football players.”

The Rebels, who led 
37-22 at halftime, came 
out in the third quar-
ter and all but put the 
game away, outscor-
ing the Bobcats 26-11 
in the frame. The third 

quarter against Central 
on Tuesday represented 
the reversal of a trend for 
the Rebels.

“We played really well 
in the third quarter and 
the thing about that is 
that the third quarter 
has been our worst quar-
ter all season,” Goporro 
said. “And another thing 
I’m proud of is that in the 
last four minutes (of the 
game), I had all my young 
guys out there, my fresh-
men, and they all got a 
chance, they all played 
well and they all scored.”

Devyn Martin scored 
a game-high 20 points 
for the Rebels and Dane 
Britton added 12. Kevin 
Jack had 10. Joe Dupree 
had nine points as he 
knocked down three 

3-pointers against the 
Bobcats.

Central first-year head 
coach Marcus Huie, was 
distraught after watching 
his team fall to 5-3 on the 
season.

“We’ve got to stop 
making excuses. I know I 
got the job and I got here 
late, but West has a cul-
ture,” Huie said. “We’re 
still learning.

“We’re learning that 
we have to play ‘we’ bas-
ketball and not play ‘me’ 
basketball. When you 
play ‘me’ basketball, this 
is what happens. You get 
beat by 30 or 40 points.”

JD Harris scored 
13 points to lead the 
Bobcats.

Farragut outlasts Red Devils in low-scoring contest

Lady Bobcats cruise past 
West for fifth consecutive winRebels start fast, rout 

Central on the road
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