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FREE
Take One!

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT JACKIE RALEY - 
TREASURER JOHN R. WHITEHEAD

Continue on page 3

Elect
JACKIE

RALEY
Assessor of Property
EXPERIENCED AND TRUSTED!

Continue on page 4

5315 Broadway
Knoxville, Tn.  37918

865-770-4030

Deborah 
Hill-Hobby

Affiliate Broker

865-207-5587
Direct Line 

deborah@deborahhillhobby.net

Brick ranch just off Briercliff Rd in Harrell 
Hills - updated and gorgeous!  Great open 

spaces, separate Living Room & Family 
Room! Hardwoods, Granite, Tile!

3BR | 2BA | 1,984 Sq Ft
MLS 1241270  $459,900

FOUNTAIN CITY!2021 Toyota Rav4 Limited, Hybrid, AWD  $39,899
2021 Kia Seltos SUV AWD, Loaded!           $27,905
‘19 Ford Raptor SVT Crew cab, Local trade $56,990
2021 Subaru Forester Prm, AWD, 1 owner $27,990
2022 Toyota Tundra SR5 Crew cab, 4X4  $42,970
2020 Lincoln Nautilus 
Reserve Clean! $34,950
Prices include $399 dock fee. Plus tax, 
tag and title. WAC. Dealer retains all re-
bates. Restrictions may apply. See Dealer 
for details. Prices good through next week.

By Ken Leinart
The Knox County 

Schools (KCS) Board of 
Education passed the 
agreement with Knoxville 
Preparatory School Thurs-
day night, Dec. 7, after a 
few “tweaks” in the docu-
ment.

One such “tweak” 
brought some questions 
from District 4’s Kather-
ine Bike.

Bike thanked KCS Law 
Director Gary Dupler for 
getting a clause added 
so the charter school 
would be required to give 
90 business days notice, 
“whether they’re moving, 
or not, if that were to 
happen,” Bike said.

But there was one sec-
tion in the agreement 
where Bike requested 

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

When the Knox County 
Commission meets in work 
session this afternoon, it 
may discuss approving a 
tax break for a large hous-
ing development along 
Magnolia Avenue.

The Park City Redevelop-
ment and Urban Renewal 
Plan, prepared by the city’s 
Community Development 
Corporation, would devel-
op 2724, 2730, 2736 and 
2733 Magnolia Avenue in 
a large mixed-use project 
that includes 57 for-sale 
condominiums and eight 

workforce rental apartment 
units.

The Tax Increment 
Financing (TIF) is for reno-
vations and preservation of 
existing improvements and 
the proposal comes from 
the Knox County Finance 
Department.

The commission may 
also consider a land swap 
with Walker Enterpris-
es LLC: Walker’s 2.38-
acre right-of-way could be 
exchanged for an unused 
2.62-acre county property 
at Beverly Park. An agree-
ment between the Indus-
trial Development Board 
and the county may also 
include a land swap with 
Axle Logistics for $1.4 mil-
lion. The project, inside 
the city, will include a pay-
back included in the 2025 
Capital Improvement Plan. 
The Axle project has been 
postponed month to month 
since July.

Another TIF is on the 
agenda for a multi-use 
development, Prosperi-
ty Crossing, located off El 

Camino Lane near Watt 
Road’s intersection on 
Interstate 40/75.

The zoning agenda 
includes changes aimed 
at increasing the number 
of homes in the county. 
Properties along Byington 
Beaver Ridge Road may 
go from Low Density to 
Planned Residential. A site 
on Governor John Sevier 
may change from Agricul-
tural to Planned Residen-
tial; a site on Verton Drive 
may change from Agricul-
tural to Low Density; and a 
site along Emory Road and 
Joe Daniel Road may also 
shift from Planned Resi-
dential.

Another property along 
Ball Road may go from Low 
Density to Planned Resi-
dential with up to three 
dwellings per acre and 
another agricultural-zoned 
property along Ball Camp 
Road may be rezoned from 
Agricultural to Planned Res-
idential.

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Do you know a high 
school junior or senior 
who has an interest in how 
government works, how 
things are introduced and 
voted on, or what issues 
face our county now and 
in the future?

They may be interest-
ed in applying to the Knox 
County Commission’s 
Junior Commission. The 
three-month program 
pairs students, one from 

each district, with their 
district commissioner. 
Applications are being 
taken until December 20 
and students may get 
more information online 
at www.knoxcounty.org/
juniorcommission.

One student from each 
district will be selected the 
week of January 8. Stu-
dents may apply through 
their district commission-
er or one of the two at-
large commissioners.

T h e  J u n i o r 

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Pearl Harbor Day was 
remembered with a special 
luncheon Thursday at the 
EXPO Event Center. Not 
only was it well planned 
but the large assembly of 
veterans, families, public 
officials and supporters 
took the opportunity to 
meet the guest of honor, 
Sgt. Sammy Lee Davis.

Larry Sharp, president of 
the Veterans Appreciation 
Program, organized and 
emceed the event with 
the Disabled American 
Veterans Chapter 24. 
Sharp recognized special 

guests and WWII veteran 
Bob Luttrell was presented 
a Quilt of Valor by Gwen 
Cole of the Clinch River 
Quilts of Valor.

The National Colors were 
presented by the Karns 
High School Junior ROTC 
and the Powell High School 
Singers enter tained 
attendees by singing 
Christmas songs. An eagle 
named Challenger greeted 
guests as they arrived for 
the ceremony.         

Vietnam War hero and 
Medal of Honor recipient 
Sgt. Sammy Davis took 
questions from those 
attending. Davis recounted 
his Vietnam experience 

and noted that his injury, 
a result of saving his fellow 
soldiers, became part of 
the “Forrest Gump” movie.

“You don’t lose until 

you quit trying,” was the 
message repeated a few 
times as Davis spoke to 
the appreciative crowd.

Pearl Harbor Day 
remembered at EXPO Center

PHOTOS BY MIKE STEELY

Sgt. Sammy Davis speaks with guests at the Pearl Harbor Day ceremony at the EXPO Center. The room was filled with 
well-wishers, elected officials, the press and numerous veterans. 

Sgt. Sammy Davis (right) told of his Vietnam experiences 
at a Pearl Harbor Day Remembrance Thursday. He is pic-
tured with Larry Sharp, a veteran who organized the event.

BOE approves 
charter school 

agreement

Junior Commission 
applicants sought

Housing and TIF tax break 
on commission agenda

Austin-East’s Middle School-Age Conference Junior Varsity champions hoist 
the gold football after defeating Karns 21-18 in the finals this season at Far-
ragut High. The Roadrunners are one of seven youth football team champions 
recognized in this week’s Focus. Please see stories and pictures of the champs in 
Sports and Recreation, Section C.

2023 MAC and YAC FOOTBALL
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In Washington, 
balancing the 
budget is a game 
with the Republi-
cans pretending 
that they want 
to cut spending 
while the Demo-
crats act as if any 
cut will be devas-
tating. The farce 
is repeated every 
year with the result of ever-
increasing spending and 
deficits. Neither side is seri-
ous about fiscal responsi-
bility. Balancing the budget 
is impossible in the short 
run. Given the political 
realities, the only solution 
is economic growth. How-
ever, burdensome regula-
tions, measures that dis-
courage small businesses 
and barriers to free trade 
hinder growth. Neverthe-
less, it is easier to grow the 
economy than for our poli-
ticians to cut spending or 
even cut the rate of growth 
in spending. The traditional 

way of thinking is 
that a budget is 
balanced either 
by decreas -
ing spending or 
increasing taxes 
or both. For our 
politicians cut-
ting spending is 
virtually impos-
sible leaving 
increasing taxes 

as their only choice. Yet 
increasing taxes will only 
make things worse. The 
increase in taxes neces-
sary to balance the budget 
will slow down economic 
growth, crash the economy 
and slow down revenues to 
the government.

The budget is made up 
of two major components, 
nondiscretionary spending 
and discretionary spending. 
Federal nondiscretionary 
spending includes mainly 
social security, Medicare 
and federal retirement ben-
efits. In the past fiscal year, 
nondiscretionary spending 

was $4.1 trillion. Discre-
tionary spending was $1.7 
trillion. Tax revenues were 
$4.9 trillion. The interest on 
the national debt was $724 
billion This leaves only $76 
billion to spend on every-
thing else.

Of course, nondiscre-
tionary spending is non-
discretionary because the 
government says it is. We 
all know that social secu-
rity is considered sacro-
sanct and politicians are 
afraid to alter it. The same 
is true of Medicare. But 
the increase in both must 
either be corralled or the 
economy liberated to grow 
in order to achieve a sane 
fiscal policy. The econom-
ic literature offers evi-
dence that increases in 
government spending lead 
to a reduction in private 
investment and econom-
ic growth. This is the clas-
sic “crowding out” effect. 
This is in contrast to where 
most politicians think that 

government spending stim-
ulates economic growth. 
Yet the evidence is other-
wise. Research also shows 
that regulations create bur-
dens that slow economic 
growth and that regulatory 
reform unleashes econom-
ic growth.

Reforming the tax code 
and eliminating regula-
tory burdens would stim-
ulate the economy. The 
overly complicated US tax 
code creates over $1 tril-
lion in costs to the econ-
omy. Moreover, the cost 
of compliance to busi-
ness has been estimated 
to be over $2 trillion. The 
Federal Register which is 
a measure of an adminis-
tration’s regulatory actions 
increased by 80,756 in 
2022. Much of these reg-
ulations are nonessential. 
It is just Big Brother look-
ing over the shoulders of 
businesses. Burdensome 
regulations are especial-
ly a drag on small busi-
nesses that cannot afford 
the compliance experts of 
big businesses and small 
businesses are the growth 
engine of the economy. 

Yet even for big business, 
the salaries and benefits 
of compliance personnel, 
accountants and attorneys 
are a net loss. Compliance 
does not add to the bottom 
line. I once had a minori-
ty banker tell me that the 
cost of complying with all 
the fair lending regulations 
had so adversely affect-
ed his bottom line that he 
was going to have to sell 
his bank to a large region-
al bank. In the past, small 
bankers have asked for reg-
ulatory relief but to no avail. 
The Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau is not 
the friend of small financial 
institutions and in many 
cases, actively tries to put 
them out of business.

So I offer a few real solu-
tions of my own.

1. Eliminate duplication 
in government.

2. Eliminate automatic 
escalators in nondiscre-
tionary items.

3. Raise the full benefit 
age in social security to 70.

4. Privatize Medicare and 
Medicaid.

5. Privatize social secu-
rity with a benefit floor 

guaranteed by the federal 
government.

6. Eliminate the federal 
income tax and institute 
a flat income tax with no 
exemptions.

7. Limit the annual 
growth in the number of 
pages in the federal reg-
ister.

8. Institute a sunset pro-
vision for all regulations by 
all federal agencies.

9. Mandate that regu-
latory burdens must be 
reduced by at least 5 per-
cent per year.

10. Limit federal pay 
(including perks) to no 
more than 10 percent over 
the average pay for the 
same position in the pri-
vate sector.

11. Eliminate the Depart-
ments of Education, 
Energy, Commerce, Interi-
or, Agriculture, Labor and 
Transportation.

12. Eliminate all speci-
fied federal spending to the 
states and replace them 
with block grants.

13. Cap the federal 
budget to 20 percent of the 
previous year’s GDP.
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From a distance

By John J. Duncan Jr.
duncanj@knoxfocus.com

$77 Million To Not Coach Is Crazy

WWW.MATLOCKTIRESERVICE.COM

Celebrating 69 
Years of Service, 

Dependability, Smooth 
Rides and Our Price 
Match Guarantee! 

FARRAGUT
10730 Kingston Pike

865-966-0425

MARYVILLE
723 S Foothills Plaza

865-983-0741

HARDIN VALLEY
10838 Hardin Valley Rd

865-248-2340

LENOIR CITY
1301 Hwy 321 N

865-986-6533

ATHENS
201 S Congress Pkwy

423-744-9828

By Dr. Harold A. Black
blackh@knoxfocus.com
haroldblackphd.com

Balance the Budget?

A few months ago I wrote 
that I thought paying the 
Tennessee football coach 
$9,000,000 a year (over 
$24,400 a day) was ridic-
ulous, and even in a way 
sinful.

I wrote that Coach Heupel 
seems like a nice man and 
he is a very good coach, but 
deep down inside probably 
even he knows he is not 
worth that much for coach-
ing a sport. No one is.

Now, the sports world 
has gone even crazier. 
Texas A&M will now be 
paying their recently fired 

coach, Jimbo Fisher, $77 
million to not coach.

This follows about three 
years ago Auburn paying a 
coach $21.7 million to not 
coach, and then paying the 
next coach about $15 mil-
lion when they fired him.

When Former LSU coach 
Ed Orgeron found out in 
2021 that he was going to 
be paid $17 million to not 
coach, he said he told the 
Athletic Director, “When do 
you want me to leave, and 
what door do you want me 
to go out of?”

A very significant part of 
higher education, several 
hundred billion, is funded 
by state and federal taxes. 
Yet the major universities 
go to Congress and the 
state legislatures every 
year begging for more.

I know these payments 
come from money paid 
by very wealthy fanatical 
football fans. But if Con-
gress and/or the state 

legislatures don’t take 
action, these payments will 
go even higher.

In my 30 years in Con-
gress, I never voted for any 
tax increase because the 
federal government is so 
wasteful and inefficient. 
Also, socialist countries all 
over the world have proved 
that prices are lower, more 
jobs are created, and poor 
people are helped most 
when more money is kept 
in the private sector.

But there are excep-
tions to everything, and 
paying coaches many mil-
lions to not coach is going 
too far. A tax law could be 
written to get some of the 
money, even if much of it is 
deferred.

At a Congressional hear-
ing on vaccines a few years 
ago, when I found out Sen. 
Joe Manchin’s daughter 
was making almost $20 
million a year heading up 
a big drug company, I said, 

“No one could really earn 
that much” in one year.

At the very least, state 
legislatures should stop 
making taxpayers pay for 
new buildings and the fed-
eral government should 
stop giving grants to colleg-
es and universities that can 
get many millions contribut-
ed to pay coaches who are 
no longer coaching.

Thirteen months ago, 
I wrote another column 
about a bill that I said “may 
be one of the worst” that 
Congress has ever passed.

It was called the Camp 
Lejeune Justice Act, but 
should have been called 
the Unfair To Taxpayers Bill 
or the Lawyers Get Rich 
Quick Bill.

It has turned out to be 
even worse than I thought. 
I was in Washington a few 
weeks ago and read that 
there have now been over 
17,000 claims filed under 
this law totaling $3.3 

trillion.
One Maryland personal 

injury law firm estimated 
that 100,000 to 200,000 
claims might be filed.

Democrats seem to have 
no qualms about spend-
ing money we do not have. 
That is why we are $33 tril-
lion in debt.

All the Democrats voted 
for the bill along with a few, 
but unfortunately enough 
Republicans to pass it. I 
told Congressman Bur-
chett I was disappointed 
he voted for it, and I hope 
he is sorry he did so.

Every bill that is intro-
duced is given an apple pie 
and motherhood title. But if 
Congress passed every bill, 
the country would collapse.

This bill was supposedly 
for veterans, but the way it 
was written – to apply even 
to family members – most 
of the money will go to law-
yers and even to people 
who never served one day 

in the military.
Hopefully, most of these 

claims will not be paid, but 
the lowest cost estimate I 
have seen on this bill is sev-
eral hundred billion.

As I wrote about this bill 
last year, any well-orga-
nized group could find sci-
entists who “would say 
that practically everything 
we eat or drink is toxic and 
harmful. Similar lawsuits 
could probably be filed 
about the water at every 
military base or even in just 
about every city.”

This Camp Lejeune bill 
shows once again that it is 
simply too easy to spend 
other people’s money. And 
when sports announcers 
dress up to be on TV while 
people dress down to go 
to church, it shows that to 
many millions, football is 
more important than God.

We have all seen the movie where the 
good guy is about to enter into an epic 

fist fight with the bad 
guy. As the two of them 
stare each other down, 
we watch the bad guy 
put on a set of brass 
knuckles so he can 
inflict maximum pain 
on the good guy.

This makes sense 
since he’s the bad guy, 
but his very posses-
sion of brass knuck-
les is against the law 
in Tennessee.

Tennessee Code Annotated 39-17-1302 
states: A person commits an offense who 
intentionally or knowingly possesses, man-
ufactures, transports, repairs or sells: an 
explosive or an explosive weapon; a device 
principally designed, made or adapted 

for delivering or shooting an explosive 
weapon; a machine gun; hoax device; 
knuckles; or any other implement for inflic-
tion of serious bodily injury or death that 
has no common law purpose.

The law goes on to list some exceptions 
when people can use and keep these 
items, but generally it is illegal to even own 
these items. To own brass knuckles is a 
Class A misdemeanor.

After reading this law, I am really inter-
ested to know what in the world qualifies 
as a hoax device.

Jedidiah McKeehan is an attorney 
practicing in Knox County and surround-
ing counties.  He works in many areas, 
including family law, criminal, and person-
al injury. Visit attorney-knoxville.com for 
more information about this legal issue 
and other legal issues.

It is a Crime to Possess Brass Knuckles

By Jedidiah 
McKeehan
jed@attorney-
knoxville.com

BOE approves charter school agreement
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By Steve Hunley, 
Publisher
publisher@knoxfocus.com

Cont. from page 1

THREE RIVERS REPUBLICAN CLUB

2023 CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
Tuesday, December 12 | 6:00 p.m.
Marbledale Baptist Church

5935 Thorngrove Pike
Knoxville, TN 37914

M.C. Phil Campbell

Food, Fellowship, Silent 
Auction, Cake Auction, and 

more!

Bring unwrapped toys and 
come hungry! 

Merry Christmas!

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

One new member and 
a new municipal judge 
will join the city on Sat-
urday when the mayor, 
council and judge officials 
are sworn in in the main 
assembly room of the City-
County Building. 

The new municipal 
judge is Tyler Caviness, 
who defeated long-serv-
ing Judge John Rosson Jr. 

Debbie Helsley will 
become the new Seat B 
at-large councilwoman. 

She replaces Janet Tes-
terman who chose not to 
seek re-election. 

Incumbents Mayor 
Indya Kincannon, District 
5 Councilman Charles 
Thomas, and at-large 
council members Lynne 
Fugate and Amelia Parker 
will also take the oath of 
office.

Following the 10:30 
a.m. swearing-in, the 
council will convene to 
elect the next vice mayor, 
Beer Board chair, and the 
Transportation Authority 
representative. 

Jane George: 
Another Lockstep 

Liberal
Jane George, a failed 

candidate for the Tennes-
see State Senate four years 
ago, has announced she’s 
off and running for Con-
gress.   George is a Dem-
ocrat and says at least 
where fiscal policy is con-
cerned, she’s “pretty mod-
erate.”  That doesn’t cover 
a big swath of territory and 
leaves open to question 
what her idea of “moder-
ate” is exactly. 

George will try to paint 
incumbent Tim Burchett 
as some kind of extrem-
ist while trying to position 
herself, at least visually, 
somewhere in the middle.  
George says she intends to 
try and appeal to moder-
ate Republicans.  Really?  
If Jane George managed 
to get herself elected to 
the U. S. House of Repre-
sentatives, would she vote 
for a moderate Repub-
lican for speaker?   No.  
George would surely vote 
for Hakeem Jeffries who is 
about as moderate as Alex-
andria Ocasio-Cortez. 

While it is certainly true 

Republicans in the House 
have been flying off in 
every direction, it is also 
equally true that the Dem-
ocrats have stuck together 
like they were bonded with 
Gorilla Glue.  Moderates of 
any kind are conspicuously 
absent from the Democrat 
caucus in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 

House Democrats have 
a lot of folks like Jamaal 
Bowman, the guy who 
pulled the fire alarm to get 
out of the House Office 
Building, and Pramila Jay-
apal, who couldn’t bring 
herself to say Hamas ter-
rorists raping women and 
girls was vile and despi-
cable.   Democrats have 
gotten themselves into a bit 
of a bind since the rioting of 
the summer of 2020 and 
the season of the “mostly 
peaceful” riots that fea-
tured killings, burning and a 
whole lotta looting.  There is 
a big element of the Demo-
crat party who truly believe 
any means is justified.  
Some of those same folks 
are parading around streets 
carrying signs saying the 
horrors inflicted upon Israeli 
citizens are justified. 

There is no politician in 
Tennessee’s Second Con-
gressional District who 
better understands kitchen 
table issues than Tim Bur-
chett, a fact Jane George 
will learn sometime next 
year.  While she rattles on 
about climate change and 
says little or nothing about 
the travesty inflicted upon 
the Israeli people, don’t 
expect Jane George to talk 
about the cost of gas, which 
really matters to working 
people.  How many working 
people can afford a Prius 

even if the infrastructure 
was in place?  Families are 
paying more in taxes and 
more for the cost of food 
and housing because of 
the policies of not Repub-
licans, but rather Demo-
crats.  Families are spend-
ing about $800 more per 
month because of the infla-
tion spawned by Joe Biden’s 
policy.  That’s just what we 
need in Congress right now, 
another rubber stamp for 
Joe Biden’s failed agenda 
and Bidenomics.  There are 
NO moderate Republicans 
who support Biden and his 
agenda.  Those are called 
Democrats. 

Mandate for EVs 
Would Stifle 
Competition

Democrats are waging a 
war on fossil fuels and have 
already made our country 
energy dependent on others 
when we had been inde-
pendent four short years 
ago.  But Democrats rou-
tinely engage in “gaslight-
ing.”  In fact, it is a standard 
prop in their usual bag of 
tricks.  Republicans in Con-
gress are currently working 
to stop what amounts to an 
Electric Vehicle mandate.  
Democrats ignore the cost 
differential (they don’t care) 
between gas-powered vehi-
cles and EVs, nor do they 
care whether the necessary 
infrastructure is in place.  
John Bozzella, the CEO of 
the Alliance for Automotive

Innovation, recently 
stated, “Auto Innovators 
does not believe [the new 
standards proposed by con-
gressional Democrats] can 
be met without substan-
tially increasing the cost of 

vehicles, reducing consum-
er choice, and disadvantag-
ing major portions of the 
United States population.”

In short, make a standard 
so stringent it becomes a de 
facto mandate.  The Demo-
crats also plan to raise the 
cost of gas-powered cars to 
make the price of EVs com-
petitive. 

Who benefits the most 
from EV mandates cur-
rently? CHINA, that’s who.  
Biden says he will veto a bill 
that would kill the mandate.  
Of course, he would.  How 
much money did his family 
get from the Chinese?

Antisemitic 
Hypocrites

“Many of the people who 
have expressed [antisemit-
ic] statement in America 
aren’t neo-Nazis, or card-
carrying Klan members or 
Islamic extremists. They are 
in many cases people that 
most liberal Jewish Amer-
icans felt previously were 
their ideological fellow trav-
elers.  Not long ago, many 
of us marched together 
for Black and brown lives.”  
So said Senate Majority 
Leader Chuck Schumer, 
finally, about the rampant 
antisemitism in our coun-
try today, coming from the 
American Left.

The hypocrisy of the Left 
has been readily apparent 
to most everybody who isn’t 
a faithful viewer of Rachel 
Maddow and MSNBC.  The 
very same people who cele-
brate “diversity” and preach 
“inclusion” are largely those 
who sound like state offi-
cials from Hitler’s Germany.

Much of that antisemi-
tism is centered on college 

and university campuses 
in this country and sever-
al university presidents 
have been called before 
the House of Represen-
tatives.   These doyens of 
higher education did noth-
ing to make any objective 
observer conclude they 
were smart, much less pre-
pared to discuss the topic 
of tolerating open antisem-
itism.  The handful of uni-
versity presidents gath-
ered before Congresswom-
an Virginia Foxx’s Education 
& Workforce Committee.  
They still seem to be trying 
to explain their way out of 
what they said at the time 
of the committee hearings.

In her opening statement, 
Foxx said, “However, after 
the events of the past two 
months, it is clear that rabid 
antisemitism and the uni-
versity are two ideas that 
cannot be cleaved from one 
another.  We must be clear 
on the ideological dimen-
sion of this problem.  For 
years, universities have 
stoked the flames of an ide-
ology which goes by many 
names - - - anti-racism, anti-
colonialism, critical race 
theory, DEI, intersectional-
ity, the list goes on.”  And 
so it does.

Foxx pinpointed the 
problem, telling the univer-
sity presidents the “value 
system . . . centers the iden-
tity on immutable racial and 
sexual characteristics” and 
“present a delusion that 
the color of one’s skin and 
expression of one’s chro-
mosomes sort society into 
classes of oppressed and 
oppressors.” 

Virginia Foxx neatly sorted 
through what American col-
leges and universities have 

been filling the heads of stu-
dents with for decades now.  
Foxx told the president of 
Harvard her university was 
“ground zero for antisem-
itism” following the brutal 
and vicious attack on Israeli 
citizens on October 7. 

The presidents of Har-
vard, UPenn and MIT did 
little in their appearances 
to reassure anyone.  Sud-
denly, these folks were 
talking about free speech, 
which has been denied con-
servatives on campuses for 
years. 

Congresswoman Elise 
Stefanik pointed out that 
the answers by the presi-
dents involving the slaugh-
ter of innocent civilians left 
a lot to be desired just from 
the standpoint of being a 
decent human being.  Ste-
fanik said the answers pro-
vided to the House Educa-
tion Committee were noth-
ing less than “moral deprav-
ity.”   Stefanik denounced 
the “pathetic” attempts by 
Liz Magill, president of the 
University of Pennsylva-
nia, who waited 24 hours 
to try and clarify her failure 
to truly denounce the bes-
tial attacks, finally saying it 
was “evil.”

Or as Senator John Ken-
nedy of Louisiana said 
recently, “Because they 
have been taught this, we 
now know that many of our 
young people believe in 
diversity, equity, inclusion 
and the right to kill Jews.  
They don’t see the incon-
sistency in that, they don’t 
see the irony in that.”

New council member, 
city judge join re-

elected city officials

some clarification con-
cerning the cost for spe-
cial education and at what 
point the charter school 
assumes that responsibil-
ity.

A subsection, specific 
to special education, in 
the agreement before the 
board reads, “The char-
ter school’s responsibility 
begins once the student 
has an IEP (Individualized 
Education Plan).”

Bike said she had 
requested the agreement 
to read the charter school 
would be responsible once 
a student was suspected to 
be in need of student sup-
port and/or special educa-
tion intervention.

Bike said she wanted to 
know “where the charter 
school financial obligation 
really does start.”

Bike said the charter 
school was not in favor of 

that change.
Jason Myers, Assistant 

Superintendent of Student 
Success with KCS, said 
once a student is suspect-
ed of having an educational 
disability, that student and 
their family fall under the 
protection of Section 504, 
a Civil Rights law (through 
the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act – ADA) prohibiting 
discrimination based on 
disability whether that stu-
dent is determined to need 
special education services 
or not.

“That’s very different 
than receiving special edu-
cation services,” he said. 

He added cost would not 
be encumbered until a stu-
dent is positively identified 
as needing special educa-
tion services.

He said, to his under-
standing, that is why the 
language in the agreement 
“is that way.”

He said if a child is iden-
tified as needing special 
education services, the 
charter school would be 
obligated to pay for them.

Myers also said there is 
“no specific cost” if a stu-
dent is put under Section 
504.

The motion to approve 
the agreement was by 
Ninth District’s Kristi Kristy 
and seconded by Fifth Dis-
trict’s Susan Horn.

The motion passed by a 
5-1-2 vote with District 8’s 
Mike McMillan absent.

Dr. John Butler (District 
1) and Bike passed on the 
vote.

Also before the board: 
Cheslea Price, an adoption 
attorney in Knoxville, was 
introduced to the board as 
Student Success Advisory 
Improvement Officer Thurs-
day night. Price’s hire was 
announced earlier in the 
week.

BOE approves charter school agreement

By Ken Leinart

Jhaniyah Holland, the 
mother of a 4-year-old pre-K 
student at West Haven Ele-
mentary School, had a few 
questions for the Knox-
ville School System (KCS) 
Board of Education Thurs-
day night, Dec. 7, during 
the board’s Open Forum 
segment.

Holland’s discovery of 
her son’s isolation in what 
has been described as “a 
closet” in his classroom in 
his class was the subject of 
an article in the city daily 
newspaper.

She told the board her 
4-year-old was placed in a 
storage closet for “breaking 
pencils and crayons.”

The incident was report-
ed to have happened on 
Oct. 30. Holland had gone 
to the school for an awards 
ceremony where her son 
was supposed to be rec-
ognized for perfect atten-
dance.

That is when Holland 
found her son in the closet/
storage room in his class-
room.

“Since then we have put 
a behavior plan in place for 

him to receive positive rein-
forcement,” she said.

The student has been 
put in a PAC room – a Per-
sonal Accountability Class 
– she said, but added that 
she had to withdraw her son 
from the school system to 
be evaluated by an outside 
source.

What Holland wanted, 
she said, was answers.

“Nobody can give me 
answers, nobody can tell 
me why he was placed 
(there), nobody can give 
me documentation, nobody 
can tell me how many times 

he had been placed there,” 
Holland said.

She said she had reached 
out to “multiple” people 
within KCS. She said she 
was contacted by an assis-
tant superintendent and 
that she had received a 
report her son’s actions 
were “attention-seeking” 
behavior, something not 
previously addressed. 

She said she asked about 
the changed/new assess-
ment and was told it was 
a “typo.”

She said she hasn’t heard 

Punishment, MIL questioned 
during BOE public forum

Continue on page 4
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Senior Writer
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The Knox County 
Sheriff’s Office 
Employees’ Merit System 
Board of Directors voted 
recently to ask the Knox 
County Commission to 
permit merit members 
to be publically 
politically active in all 
local campaigns except 
the sheriff’s race.

Meeting in the 
merit system office in 
the Old Knox County 
Courthouse last month, 
the 7-member board 
voted 4-3 on the idea.

Two proponents of 
the motion were John 
Valliant Jr. and John 
Marshall, a member of 
the former merit council. 
Marshall said that while 
he agrees with many of 
the updates the county 
commissioners made 
to the board’s rules and 

regulations, he thinks 
the restrictions on 
board member political 
activity went too far.

Commissioner Larsen 
Jay, who spearheaded 
the reform and 
reorganization of the 
board, spoke to the 
meeting asking how a 
politically active merit 
board would benefit 
KCSO officers. He 
stressed that the county 
commission has the 
power to change the 
merit board rules.

Valliant disagreed, 
saying the commission 
does not have 
that authority. He 
cited free speech 
and Constitutional 
Rights. “We’re not 
employees,” he said.

Marshall said the very 
nature of the merit board 
is political. He noted that 
the commission revised 
its rules and now permits 

KCSO employees to seek 
political office while 
employed. Merit board 
member Lindsey Willis 
said the perception of 
the officers appearing 
before the board is 
important and asked 
that the proposal 
meet “somewhere 
in the middle.”

Marshall replied he has 
spoken to officers from 
different divisions and 
there is “no pushback” 
on what the merit 
board wants to do.

Merit board member 
Clarence Vaughn 
urged the board to 
stay apolitical so KCSO 
employees would have 
confidence in them and 
also urged some middle 
ground in the proposal.

The reworking of the 
group, changing it from 
a 3-member council 
to a 7-member board 
and updating its rules 

and regulations, was 
the result of drama 
caused by previous 
merit council members 
being too political.

While board members 
may not publicly support 
a candidate for sheriff, 
they are permitted 
to attend political 
meetings and vote.

The split vote by the 
seven board members 
now goes to the county 
commission for a 
decision and is on the 
agenda for today’s 
Work Session. The Knox 
County Commission 
will also consider 
amending the merit 
board rules to “allow 
a Right of Grievance 
for suspensions of any 
time length that result 
in a loss of pay” for 
KCSO employees.

Merit board asks commission 
to permit political activity

3320 New Beverly Church Road, Knoxville, Tennessee 37918

Facebook • YouTube • Radio • TV

Rev. Eddie Sawyer, Pastor
reveddie@newbeverly.org

865-546-0001
www.NewBeverly.org

NEW BEVERLY PRESENTS

An Old Fashion
Christmas

Sunday morning, December 17 at 
the 11:00 a.m. service

Featuring 
Jimbo Whaley & 

Greenbrier, a visit 
from Santa and 
Mrs. Claus, and 

also Old-Fashioned 
Brown Bag Treats 

For All.

� en on Christmas Eve, 
December 24, at the 11:00 a.m. 

service, join us as we celebrate the 
birth of the savior!

Hi, my name is SADIE! I am a female 6-year-old Black 
Pointer German Wirehaired and am known to be a gentle 

giant. I was found as a stray with my li� er of puppies. All 
of my li� le ones have found fur-ever families and now 
it is my turn! I am doing really well with crate training. 
I absolutely love to play with other dogs and enjoy 
chew toys and play� me, just like a puppy. I would prefer 
my new home to be cat-free. Come see me and other 

adoptable animals at Young-Williams Animal Center, 3201 
Division St.

Hi there! I am WAMBLE, a two-year-old mixed bread who 
might be short in stature but is super sweet and loves to play. 

I could play endlessly! I can be a bit rough and tumble with 
my dog buddies and would like to meet any resident dogs 

before going home. I love going on walks and have excellent 
leash manners. I would prefer a home without small dogs or 

small children. Come meet me and other adoptable animals 
at Young- Williams Animal Village, 6400 Kingston Pike.

Ad space donated by The Knoxville Focus.

BASEMENT OR 
CRAWLSPACE LEAKING??

Don’t overpay the nationwide 
companies by the thou$ands when 
MOLD TOX, LLC can install a dry-up 

system for a fraction of the cost!
BBB Accredited Business with A+ Rating

TN Charter #4410

(865) 524-1227     (865) 453-1880
www.moldtox.com

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The transfer of animal 
control to the Young-Wil-
liams Animal Center came 
before the Knoxville City 
Council two weeks ago 
and was postponed until 
the council’s meeting Tues-
day evening. The item is 
back on the agenda and, if 
passed, the animal center 
would take over city and 
county calls for animal 

problems, relieving the 
police and sheriff’s depart-
ments of those duties. 

Police Chief Paul Noel 
said that police officers will 
still be available if request-
ed. Janet Testerman, who is 
also a city council member, 
heads the non-profit 
YWAC and says their own 
unarmed control officers 
will be hired, trained and 
ready to assume respon-
sibility for city or county 
animal calls if approved by 

both the council and the 
Knox County Commission. 

Young-Williams Animal 
Center would assume 
such duties on April 1. 
The ordinance on the city 
agenda is on its first read-
ing for approval and a 
second reading is required 
although, if approved, an 
emergency reading Tues-
day would finalize an agree-
ment. 

The city is again hiring 
two lobbyist firms to 

represent it in Nashville. 
Cornerstone Government 
Affairs Inc. may be con-
tracted for $180,000 and 
Fred D. (Tony) Thompson Jr. 
may be signed for $72,000. 

A new fee schedule 
for the Department of 
Plans Review and Build-
ing Inspections for inspec-
tions, permits, renewals, 
plans review, licenses and 
appeals may be adopted. 

The mayor may be 
approved to apply for a 

$300,000 grant for sala-
ries, benefits, supplies, 
equipment and training for 
an Advocate for Overdose 
Families in a request from 
the police department. 

The council may also 
approve zoning changes for 
properties on Delapp Drive 
and Sylvia Drive, increas-
ing the allowed density 
of houses there. Zoning 
changes are also being 
requested for properties on 
Beech Street, Lonas Drive 

and Robinson Road. 
The late Larry G. Cox will 

be honored and two lots 
in Burlington may be pur-
chased for $700,000 for 
development of a new fire 
station in that community.

Four lots on Magnolia 
Avenue may get a tax break 
for renovation and the 
council may review reme-
dial plans and fines for the 
sale of beer to minors in 
a request from the Beer 
Board. 

Commissioner Class of 
2024 will attend com-
mission meetings, work-
shops and other functions 
of the commission, learn-
ing about things important 
to a healthy republic and 

functioning democracy. 
This is the second year of 
the youth civics program.

Interested parents or 
students may also contact 
Commissioner Larsen Jay 
at (865) 224-3735 or email 
larsen.jay@knoxcounty.org.

from anyone about the inci-
dent, and she wasn’t sure 
who was aware of it.

Of her three minutes of 
time allowed for public com-
ments, Holland used two of 
those minutes, saying she 
would use the last minute 
of her time to answer 
questions from any board 
member. She received 
none.

Also in the public forum 
part of the meeting, a KCS 
teacher with a son in the 
school system, rebuked 
concerns from the Moth-
ers of Liberty organization 
voiced during the board’s 

November meeting.
Stacey Reece, who said 

she is a teacher in District 4 
of Knox County, addressed 
the board and said she was 
“shocked” when a member 
of Mothers of Liberty had 
said there was a “very sup-
portive board member,” 
during the board’s Novem-
ber meeting.

She said Mothers of Lib-
erty had been identified 
as an “extremist group” by 
the Southern Poverty Law 
Center. She said Mothers 
of Liberty had “Consistently 
vilified and maligned public 
educators and public edu-
cation legislation.”

BOE public forum

Animal Control back on city agenda

Junior Commission 
applicants sought
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A Changed Life

Continue on page 2

Reduce Your Utility Bills With Our American Standard Comfort System!

Serving you since 1979.

865-524-7237    865-688-1124

WE DO DUCT 
CLEANING!

The meaning of life is to 
find your gift.

The purpose of life is to 
give it away.

Pablo Picasso

I don’t get out as much 
as I used to. All my life I 
was working or hurrying to 
get somewhere. And then 
I retired and discovered I 
was already there.

I love country music and 
one of my favorite artists 
is Alan Jackson. He has a 
song called “Chasin’ That 
Neon Rainbow” and one of 
the memorable lyrics goes: 
“... just trying to be some-
body, just wanna be heard 
and seen…” I can appreci-
ate that pursuit of career, 
excellence and even noto-
riety. However, in a more 
recent song, “The Older 
I Get,” Jackson sings of 
love, friends and getting 
older. That’s where I am 
today. Tragically, Jackson is 
giving up his music career 
due to a genetic peripheral 

neuropathy that has made 
performing impossible.

Most careers run their 
course. Mine did. I was 
blessed with a rewarding 
and successful career in 
medicine. But it was time to 
move on. I remain a commit-
ted Christian, a husband, a 
father and a grandfather. 
And now I have been repur-
posed as a writer. This will 
be the 839th column of 
“The Doctor is in,” and I am 
blessed that I am able to 
“give it away.”

Recently, I was “Home 
Alone” because Becky was 
helping an ailing friend. 
Since I’m no longer rush-
ing to the hospital or my 
office, I’m at home more, 
but I have managed to stay 
out of Becky’s hair. We 
have different gifts and 
responsibilities. Becky is 
more practical and makes 
our house a home. I’m 
more contemplative, but I 
also manage the garden, 
orchard and vineyard as 

well as our yard, though 
we have no grass. I mowed 
grass all my life, so grass 
is banned from our home 
in the woods. Thankfully, in 
my new careers as a retiree 
and a writer, I have time for 
study, writing, and still get 
my chores done.

My education continues 
but in different directions. 
I’m not a chef like Mrs. 
Becky; I might lay claim to 
being a sous-chef. I can 
creditably peel potatoes 
and do other prep work for 
The Chef. And then, like the 
little girl from the old Shake 
& Bake commercial, I can 
proudly say, “I ha-lp’d.” I 
also do the grilling and can 
cook simple things like a 
pot of beans with ham, car-
rots and celery. As a result. 
when Becky got home she 
was greeted with an aroma-
filled house, a crackling fire 
and a glass of wine.

Learning is a lifelong 
endeavor and my house-
hold education continues 
in retirement. I’ve learned 
to do laundry, clean toilets 
and refresh vegetables. 
I despise wilted lettuce 
and limp celery. But we 
Fergusons are a frugal 
bunch, so I’ve learned 
to put limp veggies in a 
pitcher of water, and voila! 
Freshened veggies. It works 
just like watering flowers. 
And one more tip, hus-
bands: putting a cut piece 
of fruit in a container with, 
for instance, fruitcake, etc. 

will moisten the cake. I was 
never taught such things in 
medical school.

The regular college foot-
ball season is over so I’ve 
started watching pro foot-
ball. It’s a different game 
than college, where you 
never know whether your 
team will “show up.” I’ve 
been a Vol fan since I went 
to UT Knoxville and remem-
ber going to football games 
in 1969 as an undergradu-
ate wearing a suit and tie! 
Today’s collegiate fan garb 
is often…eye-catching, but 
pales in comparison to the 
regalia of professional foot-
ball fans.

I don’t have a favorite pro 
team since Peyton Manning 
retired. I do like Peyton’s 
commercials, as well as 
Patrick Mahomes’ of the 
Kansas City Chiefs. And 
the relationship of Taylor 
Swift and Kansas City tight 
end Travis Kelce has gar-
nered extra attention for 
the Chiefs.

The colors of the Kansas 
City team are red and black, 
and fans often wear head-
dresses and do the toma-
hawk chop just like Atlanta 
Braves baseball fans.

I’ve learned that the 
majority of the mainstream 
media, and especially 
sports media, are liberal 
activists. This was recent-
ly demonstrated when a 
sports “journalist” wrote a 
hit piece on a little boy at a 
Chiefs’ game who was said 

to be in blackface and wear-
ing an Indian headdress. 
Actually, the boy’s face was 
painted red on one half and 
black on the other. I won’t 
mention the scurrilous writ-
er’s name (though it sounds 
like Karen), or the website 
that published his screed, 
along with a picture show-
ing only the black side of 
the kid’s face to justify their 
racist story.

And not only did they 
malign the kid, we found 
out he’s Native American! 
Folk’s, this is “cultural 
Marxism” on display and 
it’s everywhere. We better 
wake up, recognize and 
say, “No!” to these anti-
American leftists who pro-
mote class warfare in race, 
sexual matters, immigra-
tion, religion, abortion, 
the economy and I could 
go on. As Jesus said, “You 
will know them for the fruit 
they produce.” Their fruit is 
hatred and divisive class 
warfare.

As the Marxist culture 
war in America contin-
ues, have you noticed the 
Democrat left’s political 
“pivot?” Since they can’t 
run on Bidenomics, the 
border disaster, energy 
policy, national security, 
crime, gender dysphoria, 
men in women’s sports or 
the drug crisis, they have 
accelerated their denigra-
tion of President Trump to 
coincide with their “law-
fare” (political warfare 

using the courts). Actually, 
I much preferred Maga-
nomics, a border wall, lower 
gas prices and so-called 
“mean” tweets.

Recently, Democrat 
politico James Carville, 
aka Skeletor, was on Bill 
Maher’s show and contin-
ued the lie about President 
Trump’s comments at 
Charlottesville. Thankfully 
David Rubin took Carville to 
the woodshed. But expect 
more lies about “dicta-
tors” and January 6 where 
President Trump actually 
told his followers to “march 
peacefully and patriotical-
ly” in protest of the corrup-
tion in the 2020 election. 
The guardrails of decen-
cy don’t exist with leftists 
and cultural Marxists like 
antisemite Squad member 
Rep. Jayapal. Even Senator 
John Fetterman under-
stands the crooks around 
him (Sen. Bob Menendez), 
and courageously spoke 
out on behalf of Hamas 
hostages. His mind is 
clearer than Biden’s, AOC’s 
Squad, Ivy League presi-
dents or the feckless UN 
who can’t speak against 
Hamas’ sexual atrocities.

If the cultural Marxists 
have convinced you that 
President Trump must be 
locked up to save democ-
racy, then you are indeed 
delusional, the fruit of 
hatred and are lost.

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

More than 18,000 
wreaths will be placed 
on the graves of military 
ve terans  in  Knox 
County by volunteers on 
Saturday, December 16, 
thanks to donations from 
organizations and the 
public.

Wreaths Across America 
ceremonies and wreath 
placement at the graves 
of veterans in Knoxville 
Nat ional  C emeter y 
on Tyson Street, the 
Tennessee State Veterans 
Cemetery on Lyon’s 
View Pike and the East 
Tennessee State Veterans 
Cemetery on John Sevier 
Highway will honor the 

men and women who 
served their nation.

Ceremonies begin at 
noon and the public is 

invited to attend and help 
place the wreaths at the 
tombstones.

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

If you attend events honoring veterans 
you’ll find her there, doing more than her 
part to salute living and deceased vet-
erans. Misty Williams is involved with 
the Knoxville Wreaths Across America 
and many other veteran-related events.

The Knoxville Focus caught up with 
Misty recently and she responded to 
several questions for our readers.

How did you get involved with Wreaths 
Across America’s Knoxville campaign?

My mom told me about Wreaths 
Across America at Knoxville National 
Cemetery back in 2013. I looked into 
it and thought it would be a great way 
to give back to those who have given 
so much to me and my family. Due to a 
circumstance with a previous member, 
I was in the right place at the right time 
and this (WAA) wonderful opportunity 

just fell into my lap.
Please tell us about other veteran events 

you take part in.
Along with WAA, I am a board member 

of the United Veterans Council of East 
Tennessee. I was also instrumental in 
getting the Free Veterans Breakfast 
(established) in Knox County and 
Oliver Springs. I also support the wel-
come home celebrations with HonorAir 
Knoxville by carrying a flag and escort-
ing veterans. I am a member of Bill 
Robinson Chapter 1078 Vietnam 
Veterans of America. I also play a small 
part in many other veteran events and 
organizations. 

Tell us about your family.
I come from a family of four with one 

sister. I grew up in Halls Crossroads 
in North Knox County on a 13-acre 
small farm. I really enjoyed raising ani-
mals and playing softball and other 

Wreaths honoring veterans to 
be placed Saturday, Dec. 16

Catching Up With

Misty Williams
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sports. My family is what 
you would call a military 
family. Two great-grand-
fathers, both granddads, 
all of my uncles, and a 
few cousins have served 
in the armed forces.  My 
dad is a combat Vietnam 
USMC veteran.and that is 
why I put so much effort 
into what I give back. It is 
the least I can do and I’m 
trying to do my part.

What connects you to 
Knoxville/Knox County?

I was born in Knoxville, 
Tennessee at the 
University of Tennessee 
Medical Center. So, you 
could say I was a Vols fan 
from the start. I have lived 
in this area my whole life 
with my family and I think 
this is the most beautiful 
place to grow up and live. 
I am the eighth generation 
of my family to live in East 
Tennessee.

What are your other 
interests?

I enjoy going camping 
in the camper — anything 
and everything related to 
the Vols. I seek out big and 
small adventures. Some 
would say I have a Gypsy 
Soul for traveling the world. 
But, most importantly I 
enjoy spending time with 
my family and friends.

What is your occupation?
I work as a CNA at an 

Assisted Living PRN as well 
as being a full-time over-
night resident care special-
ist at an Independent living 
facility.

How do you maintain such 

an optimistic attitude?
I just try to live my best 

life and keep humble. I 
have a strong faith in my 
walk with Jesus. I make a 
point to find the lesson and 
the blessing in every situa-
tion that comes along. 

Do you have a favorite 
memory about the Christmas 
Holidays?

My most memorable 
Christmas was when my 
youngest daughter was 
born on December 22, 

2003. She was the best 
Christmas gift I have 
ever received. Another 
was when my Mamaw 
Bradshaw gave all of her 
grandchildren a handmade 
quilt with some home-
made jelly and chowchow. 
My Mamaw, who lived to 
be the young age of 103, 
passed away this past 
August and this has made 
my memories with her 
even more special.  

The minis -
ter talked about 
miracles today. 
Instead of stay-
ing with her as 
she explained, 
my mind wan-
dered about 
what kind of mir-
acles this world 
could use today. 
Several of them 
quickly came to mind, but 
only a few seemed most 
important for now. I’ll call 
the miracle the four Ps.

The first P is “polariza-
tion.” This country’s citi-
zens have by choice divided 
themselves into groups. It’s 
always been a problem, but 
since the 2016 election, 
the separation into differ-
ent groups has become 
a frightening thing. If the 
USA wants to continue to 
be “the shining beacon on 

the hill” or “the 
last best hope 
on earth,” then 
it is we, the pres-
ent caretakers of 
this place who 
have to unite. The 
miracle of unity 
over polarization 
would bring an 
end to the prob-
lems we have in 

so many areas. The rest of 
the world would again have 
the symbol of freedom and 
democracy lighting the way.

The next P is “phones.” 
This device is an essen-
tial tool for all parts of our 
lives. The problem is that 
cell phones have become 
too many people’s world. 
At restaurants, concerts, 
schools and churches, 
those handheld devices 
are stuck squarely in the 
faces of users. Life outside 

the confines of the screens 
doesn’t exist. Entire fami-
lies sit for a meal without 
uttering a word because 
each adult and child has 
a cell phone that trans-
fixes their brains. A mira-
cle that our world needs 
is disabling all cell phones 
except for set hours in 
the morning and evening. 
Presto! People sit together 
at meals and talk. Friends 
in the same room no longer 
text each other; they talk 
instead. Student grades 
might even improve if they 
have nothing to draw their 
attention away from the 
teacher.

The third P would be 
“politics.” I am as bad 
as anyone about being 
sucked into the cable net-
works to hear the latest 
depressing news about 
the things our so-called 

leaders are doing or fail-
ing to do. The fact that we 
supported a country that 
was defending its sover-
eignty and then pulled the 
plug on helping to finance 
the place so that it could 
obtain military equipment 
baffles me. Few, if any, bills 
are passed because all the 
time is taken in hearing 
both sides squabble over 
who is right. The miracle 
we need is to have only 
qualified people running 
for office. I don’t necessar-
ily mean lawyers or lifetime 
officeholders who’ve never 
held any other kind of job. 
I think that we could have 
this miracle by demanding 
that any person running 
for a federal office must 
be able to pass a rigid test 
on the Constitution. State 
candidates would have to 
pass a test on the state 

and federal constitutions. 
Such a demand assures 
the voters that candidates 
have some knowledge 
about the government for 
which they are making 
decisions.

The last P is for “peace.” 
Most of us are just too 
busy. We run about our 
business in an almost 
sprinting way. “Hurry” is 
the word that echoes in 
our minds and drives us to 
the point of exhaustion. We 
worry over things of which 
we have no control and too 
often try to micromanage 
fellow workers and our 
children. We don’t live life 
but struggle through it. 
In the end, all that’s left 
to show for our madness 
is broken-down bodies 
and worn-out minds. The 
miracle of peace would set 
us free from our worries. 

The things in this life that 
truly matter would take 
center stage in our lives. 
Individuals have to work 
on finding their peace by 
living in a new way. The 
change will be hard, but 
the miracles that come will 
be worth the effort.

Christmas is upon us, 
and it’s a time of excitement 
and wonder. It also is filled 
with expectations of what 
is possible and what might 
come. Pray for miracles 
in your lives and expect 
them to come. Know that 
they can change the lives 
of those who are willing 
to work to make them 
appear. Believe in miracles 
because they are right in 
front of you and only wait 
for you to reach for them. 
Your lives will never be the 
same.

By Ray Hill
rayhill865@gmail.com

Sliding... into Christmas!

By Ralphine Major
ralphine3@
yahoo.com

Cont. from page 1

By Joe Rector
joerector@comcast.net

It’s time for a miracle
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What animal can hold a 
child’s attention better than 
a mischievous, cunning 
penguin?  Piddle Diddle, 
the Widdle Penguin, is such 
a penguin!  The adorable, 
tuxedo-dressed animal can 
steal your heart.  An entire 
series of books takes read-
ers on adventures with 
Piddle Diddle, the Widdle 
Penguin, from Hawaii to 
the North Pole and from 
the Lone Star State to 
our beloved Great Smoky 
Mountains!

Piddle Diddle, the Widdle 
Penguin, books are suit-
able for all ages.  They are 
great for baby showers.  
They are perfect for chil-
dren learning to read.  Even 
college students have been 
known to come to our book 
signings because they like 
penguins!  And, ninety-year-
olds are fascinated by the 
tongue-twisting name of 
the widdle penguin.  Piddle 
Diddle, the Widdle Penguin, 
books emphasize kind-
ness, caring, and sharing.  
While a trace of education 
is woven into the pages, 
these books can bring 
lots of smiles and laugh-
ter to little ones.  If you do 
not know of a child who 
would enjoy Piddle Diddle 
books, consider purchasing 

books for missions, under-
privileged children, or for 
anyone who loves pen-
guins!  We regularly send 
shipments of books pur-
chased by kindhearted 
donors throughout the year 
to sick and abused chil-
dren.  The series includes: 
“Piddle Diddle’s Lost Hat” 
- - - “Piddle Diddle, the 
Widdle Penguin, Goes to 
Hawaii” --- “Piddle Diddle, 
the Widdle Penguin, and 
the Texas Longhorns” --- 
“Piddle Diddle, the Widdle 
Penguin, and the Birthday 
Drone” --- and “Piddle 
Diddle, the Widdle Penguin, 
and the Synchronous 
Fireflies of the Great Smoky 
Mountains.” 

Books may be purchased 

individually or, for even 
more fun reading, all 
five in a set!  Add Piddle 
Diddle, the Widdle Penguin, 
books to your gift list and 
bring smiles and laugh-
ter to your favorite boy or 
girl!  Visit www.jan-carol-
publishing.com or call 
423-926-9983 to order 
yours today.  Autographed 
copies are available at 
ralphine3@yahoo.com or 
865-679-2917. 

Words of Faith found in 
Luke 2:7 (KJV): “And she 
brought forth her firstborn 
Son, and wrapped Him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid 
Him in a manger, because 
there was no room for 
them in the inn.”

Art from one of Piddle Diddle the Widdle Penguin’s 
adventures.

Catching Up With

Misty Williams

Misty Williams is a familiar face at many area events 
honoring our military veterans.

Safety City 
Celebrates 
Christmas

During “A Safety City 
Christmas,” families are 
invited to bring their own 
bicycles, push scooters, 
battery-operated cars, doll 
buggies and more to see 
the display of Christmas 
lights around the miniature 
city.

Safety City is a proj-
ect of the Knoxville Police 
Department and the objec-
tive of it is to teach children 
about vehicular, pedestri-
an, bicycle and fire safety.

It will be open from 4-8 
p.m. on the following dates:

- Tuesday, Dec. 12
- Wednesday, Dec. 13
- Thursday, Dec. 14
These dates are subject 

to change due to weather 
and other conditions. There 
may also be a visit from Mr. 
and Mrs. Santa Claus.

All are welcome to join in 
the holiday festivities.
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Raymond Eugene Willis 
was literally born into the 
printing business. His 
father, Frank, had been 
a veteran of the Civil War 
and owned the Waterloo 
Press. The son of “a coun-
try editor” and one of six 
brothers and eight children, 
Raymond E. Willis spent his 
entire adult life as a coun-
try editor. By eleven years 
of age, Raymond Willis was 
setting type in his father’s 
press shop. While attend-
ing Wabash College, Ray 
Willis paid for his expens-
es by working in the college 
print shop. Willis prided 
himself on being able to 
personally operate every 
piece of equipment in his 
printing plant. Quite a few 
small-town newspaper pub-
lishers and editors made it 
to Congress and Raymond 
E. Willis was one of them. 
Perhaps one reason small-
town editors and publishers 
so often found their way to 
the halls of Congress was 
because they were at the 
heart of the communities 
in which they lived. Those 
same small-town publish-
ers and editors were deeply 
woven into the fabric of the 
life of the community itself.

Right after graduating 
from college, Willis gained 
an interest in the Angola 
Magnet. That newspa-
per was later merged with 
the Steuben Republican 
and the Steuben Printing 
Company of Angola, which 
was owned by Raymond 
Willis. The Steuben 
Printing Company print-
ed the Angola Herald and 
the Steuben Republican; 
both were weekly newspa-
pers. For years, Willis had 
been active in Indiana’s 
Republican Party. The 
first political post that 
Willis held was that of 
secretary to the Steuben 
County Republican Central 
Committee. That led to 
Raymond E. Willis being 
appointed postmaster of 
Angola from 1910-1911 
under President William 
Howard Taft. During the 
First World War, Willis 
served as chairman of the 
Steuben County Defense in 
1917. Like most small-town 
publishers, Raymond Willis 
was a joiner and was a long-
time member of Rotary, 
eventually serving as the 
Indiana district governor. 
Willis was once president 
of the Indiana Republican 
Editorial Association and 
was a 32nd degree Mason.

Somewhat portly and 
jowly, Raymond E. Willis 
exemplified an individual 
at the heart of small-town 
Indiana. Belonging to a host 
of fraternal and profes-
sional organizations made 
Raymond Willis an appeal-
ing choice to seek public 
office. Willis also proved 
to be an able speaker and 
drew statewide notice for 
his oratorial efforts when 
he closed out a Masonic 
Convocation. “The world 
today is moving in a 
befogged social, moral and 
economic atmosphere,” 
Willis told his fellow 
Masons. “The bewilder-
ment has affected music, 

art, literature, finance, dip-
lomatic relations and order-
ly concepts of government 
throughout the world.”

Indiana had been pre-
dominately Republican, 
but also had a strong 
Democratic Party and 
oftentimes became a bat-
tleground between the 
two political parties. Like 
much of the country, with 
the advent of the Great 
Depression, Indiana swung 
to the Democrats. Franklin 
D. Roosevelt had carried 
the Hoosier State in 1932 
and swept in Paul V. McNutt 
as governor while Frederick 
Van Nuys beat James E. 
Watson, the incumbent 
and the majority leader of 
the United States Senate. 
McNutt, a handsome, sil-
ver-haired man with a tan, 
looked like the prototypical 
Hollywood ideal of a gov-
ernor. Paul McNutt imme-
diately set out to build a 
formidable political orga-
nization, which ruled 
Indiana for better than a 
decade. McNutt funded 
his machine by imposing 
a 2% assessment on all 
state jobs, which was used 
to fund political campaigns 
every other year. Indiana’s 
other GOP United States 
senator, Arthur Robinson, 
was defeated in 1934 by 
Sherman Minton and the 
state machine.

Paul McNutt, limited 
to a single four-year term 
by Indiana’s constitu-
tion, watched as his lieu-
tenant governor, Clifford 
Townsend, was elected as 
chief executive to succeed 
him in 1936.

By 1938, Republicans 
were encouraged and 
highly anticipated beat-
ing Senator Frederick Van 
Nuys. A diminutive and 
bespectacled attorney, Van 
Nuys had profoundly upset 
the McNutt machine and 
the Townsend administra-
tion by his strong opposi-
tion to FDR’s plan to pack 
the U.S. Supreme Court in 
1937. Governor Townsend 
practically read Van Nuys 
out of the party and at 
the time, nominations in 
Indiana were made by dele-
gates to conventions rather 
than open primaries. Few 
doubted the state machine 
could easily deny Senator 
Van Nuys the Democratic 
nomination. The state orga-
nization underestimat-
ed the little senator who 
proved he too knew a little 
something about power 
politics. Senator Van Nuys 
opened his bid for renom-
ination and reelection 
early and set out to iden-
tify 100,000 Hoosiers who 
backed him. Senator Van 
Nuys defiantly declared if 
his party denied him its 
nomination, he would run 
in the general election as 
an Independent. Former 
Governor Paul McNutt 
instantly knew if that were 
to happen, a Republican 
would surely win the gen-
eral election. It made the 
GOP nomination for the 
United States Senate all 
the more valuable and 
several viable candidates 
emerged, including former 

Senator James E. Watson, 
who began the race as the 
favorite.

Indiana Democrats 
quickly fell into line behind 
Senator Van Nuys while 
Republicans fought over 
their own nomination for 
the U.S. Senate. On March 
3, 1938, Raymond E. Willis 
released a statement offi-
cially declaring his candi-
dacy for the Republican 
nomination for the United 
States Senate. “This deci-
sion was reached after 
careful consideration of 
the indorsement of many 
Republican editors and 
party workers from every 
section of the state,” Willis 
said in his announcement.

That same day, former 
Senator James E. “Sunny 
Jim” Watson made his 
own declaration of candi-
dacy for the GOP senato-
rial nomination. “All my 
life I have been interest-
ed in sound government,” 
Watson’s announcement 
read. “My long experience 
in government should qual-
ify me for further service in 
the solution of our present 
crucial problems.” Watson 
said he was motivated by 
“my desire to assist my 
party” to declare his candi-
dacy. Jim Watson had first 
been elected to Congress 
in 1894 and was 73 years 
old when he made his can-
didacy official. Watson was 
more than a decade older 
than the 62-year-old Willis. 
The origin of Raymond 
Willis’s senatorial cam-
paign began with a collec-
tion of northern Indiana 
editors and publishers, 
who urged him to run. The 
only other elective office 
Raymond Willis had ever 
sought was a seat in the 
Indiana state legislature. 
Willis won that election and 
retired after a single term.

Indiana Republicans 
gathered in convention 
in Indianapolis at the Fair 
Grounds Coliseum in late 
June of 1938 to select 
their nominee for the U.S. 
Senate. Willis led on the 
first and second ballots, 
but never acquired a major-
ity against three other can-
didates, including former 
Senator Watson, until 
the third. The first ballot 
caused many delegates to 
hold their breath as Willis 

had 444 votes to 442 for 
Jim Watson. It was on the 
third ballot that Raymond 
E. Willis began picking 
up steam and building to 
winning a majority of the 
assembled delegates. 
Willis sailed past the 881 
votes necessary to win the 
Republican nomination for 
the U. S. Senate.

The victorious Willis 
mounted the platform as 
the delegates applauded 
him. “This has been one 
of the cleanest conven-
tion campaigns ever con-
ducted,” Willis told the 
delegates. “I stand here in 
humility as the leader of a 
great party and I am confi-
dent we shall have victory 
in November.”

At the time of his nomi-
nation to the United States 
Senate, Raymond Willis set 
up the type to his own edi-
torials in his newspaper. 
Willis’ candidacy received 
a boost with a pictorial in 
Life magazine, one of the 
most widely read maga-
zines in the country at the 
time. Willis was a critic of 
Secretary of State Cordell 
Hull’s reciprocal trade 
agreements and delighted 
in holding up a pair of what 
he contended were a pair 
of shoddily made shoes, 
which were imported from 
overseas.

The contest between 
Senator Van Nuys and 
Raymond E. Willis was 
as close as could be; the 
incumbent only eked out 
a win by just over 5,000 
votes out of almost 1.6 mil-
lion ballots cast between 
the two major party 
candidates.

Willis was in a command-
ing position two years later 
when Indiana’s other seat 
in the United States Senate 
came before the voters. 
Raymond Willis entered 
the GOP state conven-
tion as a heavy favorite 
for the senatorial nomina-
tion. Once again, Indiana 
Republicans gathered at 
the Fair Grounds Coliseum 
in Indianapolis to choose 
their senatorial nomi-
nee. The Indianapolis Star 
described Willis as “a typ-
ical country editor, quiet, 
unassuming serious, with a 
wide knowledge of events” 
as well as a “world of infor-
mation about government 

and its functions.”
Once again, Raymond 

E. Willis faced a Democrat 
in the general election. 
Sherman “Shay” Minton 
was a formidable oppo-
nent, but unlike his senior 
colleague Frederick Van 
Nuys, Minton was a stal-
wart of FDR’s New Deal. 
Minton had stubbornly sup-
ported Roosevelt’s effort to 
pack the Supreme Court. 
Van Nuys’ opposition to the 
court-packing proposal had 
won him admirers amongst 
some Republicans and 
Independents. Indeed, 
when it appeared the 
Democratic machine in 
Indiana would deny Van 
Nuys’ renomination, some 
Republicans urged the sen-
ator to run as a Republican. 
Shay Minton’s reelection 
bid united Republicans 
solidly behind Raymond 
Willis who was aided in his 
own campaign by that of 
Wendell Willkie, a former 
Democrat who had won 
the GOP presidential nom-
ination. The saving grace 
of Willkie’s campaign, at 
least for Willis, was the fact 
Willkie, although a resident 
of New York, was a native-
born Hoosier. Home state 
pride helped to propel 
Wendell Willkie’s presiden-
tial bid in Indiana.

That boost was enough 
to help Raymond E. Willis 
beat Shay Minton in the 
general election. Minton 
would later be named to 
the U.S. Supreme Court by 
his one-time Senate col-
league Harry Truman.

The 64-year-old Willis and 
his wheelchair-bound wife 
headed for Washington, 
D.C. As a member of the 
United States Senate and 
a Midwesterner, Raymond 
Willis was deeply suspi-
cious of foreign entangle-
ments and wary of America 
being drawn into the 
Second World War, which 
was already raging across 
the globe. Willis spoke 
over the radio against 
Lend Lease legislation 
proposed by the Roosevelt 
Administration.

Willis became the senior 
senator when his colleague 
Frederick Van Nuys died 
in his sleep on January 
25, 1944. Senator Willis 
announced he would seek 
a second term in the United 

States Senate in 1946. 
The senator faced a formi-
dable opponent in William 
Ezra Jenner, a young attor-
ney and veteran, who had 
been elected to serve a 
few months of the late Van 
Nuys’ term in a 1944 spe-
cial election. The 70-year-
old senator sent a letter 
announcing he would wage 
a “vigorous” campaign for 
the GOP nomination at 
the coming GOP conven-
tion. The senator already 
had one announced 
opponent, Congressman 
Charles LaFollette, when 
he made his declaration 
of candidacy in February 
of 1946. At the end of 
March, Bill Jenner made 
his own candidacy official. 
All three candidates for the 
Republican senatorial nom-
ination opened headquar-
ters at the Claypool Hotel 
in Indianapolis. The objec-
tions to Senator Willis by 
some Indiana Republicans 
were his age, as he was 
approaching 71, and his 
inherent conservatism. 
LaFollette was consid-
ered to be a very liberal 
Republican, while Jenner 
was thought to be some-
where in the middle.

The chief weakness of 
Senator Willis was his lack 
of support from the pow-
erful GOP state organiza-
tion, which was headed 
by Governor Ralph Gates. 
Jenner had been a former 
chairman of the Indiana 
Republican Party and was 
a favorite of many active 
Republicans. Young, hand-
some and aggressive, Bill 
Jenner provided a stark 
contrast to the aging 
country editor, who likely 
seemed outdated to many 
delegates to the GOP con-
vention. Seeing the hand-
writing on the wall, Senator 
Raymond Willis withdrew 
his candidacy for renomi-
nation just before the bal-
loting began. Jenner’s 
strength at the conven-
tion was shown by his win-
ning 1,994 votes to a paltry 
105 for Congressman 
LaFollette. Thirty dele-
gates chose not to vote, all 
of whom had been pledged 
to Senator Willis.

Jenner hurried to 
Senator Willis’ room in the 
Claypool Hotel where the 
two were photographed 
shaking hands. The defeat 
sent Willis back to his 
newspaper.

On the night of March 
21, 1956, Raymond Willis 
went for a walk after having 
had his dinner in downtown 
Angola around 6:30 p.m. 
Willis was walking when 
he suddenly felt ill and col-
lapsed at the Hotel Hendry. 
Evidently, Willis insist-
ed on being taken home, 
although someone had the 
good sense to summon a 
doctor who promptly sent 
the former senator to the 
hospital. At 8:30 p.m. that 
same night, Raymond E. 
Willis suffered another 
heart attack, which proved 
to be fatal.

© 2023 Ray Hill
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Raymond E. Willis of Indiana

FROM THE AUTHOR’S PERSONAL COLLECTION

Autographed portrait of Senator Raymond E. Willis of Indiana.
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COURT 
NOTICES
NON-RESIDENT 

NOTICE
TO: WALTER DOOLEY, SR. AND UNKNOWN 

HEIRS OF EDNA SCOTT AND ANY AND ALL 
UNKNOWN PERSONS CLAIMING ANY LEGAL 
OR EQUITABLE RIGHT, TITLE, ESTATE, LIEN OR 
INTEREST

IN RE: LATONYA LATTIMORE, JENNIFER 
ROCK, SHELTON COTNER, REGGIE COTNER, 

JOHNNISHA COTNER, SCOTT COTNER, 
JOHN COTNER III, CHERYL MICKLER, 

LUTHER MICKLER, KERRY MICKLER, SARAH 
SANDERS, CHANEL SANDERS, KAMERYN 

SANDERS, THOMAS K. SANDERS, VINCENT 
SANDERS, KALEB SANDERS SNAPP, KERMIT 
SANDERS SNAPP AND YOLANDA J. SNAPP,

PETITIONERS.
V.

WALTER DOOLEY, SR. AND UNKNOWN
HEIRS OF EDNA SCOTT AND ANY AND ALL

UNKNOWN PERSONS CLAIMING ANY LEGAL
OR EQUITABLE RIGHT, TITLE, ESTATE, LIEN
OR INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED

IN THE PETITION AS JOHN DOES 1
THROUGH 10, RESPONDENTS.

NO.  207212-1
IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR 

KNOX COUNTY, TENNESSEE
In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 

filed, which is sworn to, that the WALTER DOOL-
EY, SR. AND UNKNOWN HEIRS OF EDNA SCOTT 
AND ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN PERSONS CLAIM-
ING ANY LEGAL OR EQUITABLE RIGHT, TITLE, 
ESTATE, LIEN OR INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY 
DESCRIBED IN THE PETITION AS JOHN DOES 1 
THROUGH 10, defendant, a non-resident of the 
State of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts cannot 
be ascertained upon diligent search and inquiry, so 
that the ordinary process of law cannot be served 
upon, it is ordered that said defendant, WALTER 
DOOLEY, SR. AND UNKNOWN HEIRS OF SCOTT 
AND ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN PERSONS CLAIM-
ING ANY LEGAL OR EQUITABLE RIGHT, TITLE, 
ESTATE, LIEN OR INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY 
DESCRIBED IN THE PETITION AS JOHN DOES 1 
THROUGH 10, file an answer with the Clerk and 
Master of the Chancery Court at Knoxville, Tennes-
see and with BARBARA W. CLARK, an Attorney 
whose address is 2415 E. MAGNOLIA AVENUE, 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37917 within thirty (30) days of 
the last date of publication or a judgment by de-
fault will be taken against you and the cause will 
be set for hearing Ex-Parte as to you before Chan-
cellor JOHN F. WEAVER at the Knox County Chan-
cery Court, Division I, 400 Main Street, Knoxville, 
Tennessee 37902. This notice will be published 
in a The Knoxville Focus Newspaper for four (4) 
consecutive weeks.

This 20th day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

J Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

IN RE: 
ESTATE OF JERRI DELZIA SNYDER, 

Deceased.
v.

DANIEL DOTSON
DEBBIE DOTSON

DEE DOTSON
UKNOWN HEIRS OF JERRI DELZIA SNYDER
KNOWN HEIRS OF JERRI DELZIA SNYDER,

Respondents

Knox County Chancery Court 
(Probate Division)

Docket No. 87498-2

TO:  	 DANIEL DOTSON, DEBBIE DOT-
SON, AND DEE DOTSON

UNKNOWN HEIRS OF JERRI DELZIA SNYDER
It is ordered that said Respondents, Daniel 

Dotson, Debbie Dotson, and Dee Dotson and all 
unknown heirs of Jerri Delzia Snyder file an an-
swer with the Clerk of the Probate Court at Knox 
County, Tennessee and with Lisa W. Gammeltoft, 
Esq. an attorney whose address is Kizer, Gammelt-
oft & Brown, P.C., 110 Cogdill Road, Knoxville, 
TN  37922 within thirty (30) days of the final 
date of publication or a judgment by default will 
be taken against them ex parte.  This notice will 
be published in The Knoxville Focus for four (4) 
consecutive weeks.

This 7 day of November, 2023.

Lisa W. Gammeltoft, Esq. 
KIZER, GAMMELTOFT & BROWN, P.C.

110 Cogdill Road
Knoxville, Tennessee 37922

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO: GLADYS D. HICKSON
IN RE: TJT PROPERTIES, LLC., v. GARY 
PONDERS AND GLADYS D. HICKSON, 

NO. 207169-3

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX COUN-
TY, TENNESSEE

In this cause, it appearing  from  the Com-
plaint  filed,  which  is sworn to, that the defen-
dant GLADYS D. HICKSON a non-resident of the 
State of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts cannot 
be ascertained upon diligent search and inquiry, 
so that the  ordinary process of law cannot  be 
served  upon GLADYS  D. HICKSON,  it is ordered  
that said defendant GLADYS D. HICKSON file an 
answer with the Clerk and Master of the Chancery 
Court at Knoxville, Tennessee and with A. SCOTT 
MCCULLEY, an Attorney whose  address  is 535  
W. LAMAR  ALEXANDER  PKWY.,  MARYVILLE,TN 
37801, within thirty (30) days of the last date of 
publication or a judgment by default will be taken 
against you and the cause set for hearing Ex Parte 
as to you before Chancellor CHRISTOPHER D. 
HEAGERTY at the Knox County Chancery Court, 
Division III, 400 Main Street, Knoxville, Tennes-
see 37902. This notice will be published in a The 
Knoxville Focus Newspaper for four (4) consecu-
tive weeks.

This 28TH day of NOVEMBER, 2023

J Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

SALE OF VALUABLE 
PROPERTY

Julia McNelley,Petitioner
v.

Jana McNelley, Respondent.

No. 201564-2

LOCATION: SITUATED in District Seven (7) 
(formerly 2) of Knox County, Tennessee, said lot 
fronting 100.02 feet on Bluebird Drive, and be-
ing more particularly bounded and described as 
follows:

BEGINNING at an iron pin in the South line of 
Bluebird Drive distant in a westerly direction 200.4 
feet from the intersection of the South line of Blue-
bird Drive extended with the West line of Plummer 
Road extended said iron pin marking a common 
corner of Lots 32 and 33 in said Block in said Ad-
dition; thence South 19 deg. 55 min. East with the 

dividing line between Lots 32 and 33, a distance 
of 153.17 feet to an iron pin; thence in a westerly 
direction, 100 feet to an iron pin, marking a com-
mon corner of Lots 31 and 32; thence North 19 
deg. 55 min. West with the dividing line between 
Lots 31 and 32, a distance of 155.1 feet to an iron 
pin in the South line of Bluebird Drive; thence in an 
easterly direction with Bluebird Drive, 100.02 feet 
to the point of BEGINNING, as shown by survey of 
W.E. Lack, Engineer, dated May 9, 1955

BEING the same property conveyed to 
Gregory Vernal McNelly (sic) from Gergory Neal 
York by Tennessee Quit Claim Deed dated Febru-
ary 22, 2006, filed for record as Instrument No. 
200603090075226, in the Knox County Register 
of Deeds Office. Gregory Vernal McNelley having 
died on or about July 1, 2013. See Order of Partial 
Summary Judgment dated June 1, 2023 filed as 
Case No. 201564-2 in the Chancery Court for Knox 
County, Tennessee.

This parcel is commonly known as 1304 Blue 
Lane Knoxville, TN 37918 and is further identified 
as Knox County Tax Identification No. 69GH17.

Sale is pursuant to the Order of Partial Sum-
mary Judgement by Clerk and Master entered June 
1, 2023, in the above cause of action.

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: January 5, 2024 
at 11:00 AM.

PLACE OF SALE: City-County Building within 
the corridor of the Main Street entrance near the 
Large Assembly Room, North entrance, 400 Main 
Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902.

TERMS: The sale will be for cash. The pur-
chaser may either (i) pay the entire purchase price 
at the time of sale or (ii) pay 10% of the purchase 
price at the time of sale and execute a note for the 
balance, without interest, to be paid in full within 
thirty (30) days from the sale date. As security 
for the note, a Knox County resident must sign 
the note as surety and the Clerk and Master will 
retain a lien on the real property until the note is 
satisfied. All funds must be paid by check drawn 
from a bank where the Clerk and Master can inde-
pendently verify funds are available. If the person 
bidding is an agent of another person or entity, the 
person bidding must present sufficient evidence to 
the Clerk and Master, at the time of the sale, to 
establish his or her authority to bid.

The Clerk and Master is further authorized to 
accept an upset bid within ten (10) days follow-
ing the sale and reopen bidding in accordance with 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 35-5-110. Any upset bid shall 
be at least ten percent (10.00%) of the original 
winning bid. If the Clerk and Master receives an 
upset bid, he shall conduct an upset sale on Janu-
ary 26, 2024 at 11:00 AM.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL: 865-
215-2555; 

J. Scott Griswold, Esq., 
Clerk and Master

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO: LUAY M. S. ISLAM OR ANY LIVING HEIRS

IN RE: DEBRA GREEN AND WESLEY 
GREEN, v. LUAY M. S. ISLAM AND / OR 
HIS UNKNOWN HEIRS AND ASSIGNS,

NO. 207818-1

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX COUN-
TY, TENNESSEE

In this cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant LUAY 
M. S. ISLAM a non-resident of the State of Tennes-
see, or whose whereabouts cannot be ascertained 
upon diligent search and inquiry, so that the ordi-
nary process of law cannot be served upon LUAY 
M.  S.  ISLAM, it  is ordered  that said defendant 
LUAY M. S. ISLAM file an answer with the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court at Knoxville, 
Tennessee and with A. SCOTT MCCULLEY, an 
Attorney whose address  is 535  W. LAMAR  AL-
EXANDER  PKWY.,  MARYVILLE, TN 37801 within 
thirty (30) days of the last date of publication or a 
judgment by default will be taken against you and 
the cause set for hearing Ex Parte as to you before 
Chancellor JOHN F.WEAVER at the Knox County 
Chancery Court, Division I, 400 Main Street, 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902. This notice will be 
published in a The Knoxville Focus Newspaper for 
four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 5TH day of DECEMBER, 2023

J Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO: TIMOTHY KIRKPATRICK

IN RE: THE ADOPTION OF 
JAXSON NOAH COUCH

ASHLEY GAIL ROLAND, ROBERT 
DAVID ROLAND and TEAGAN ALECEA 

COUCH v. TIMOTHY KIRKPATRICK

NO. 207819-2

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX COUN-
TY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant TIMO-
THY KIRKPATRICK, non-resident of the State of 
Tennessee, or whose whereabouts cannot be 
ascertained upon diligent search and inquiry, so 
that the ordinary process of law cannot be served 
upon TIMOTHY KIRKPATRICK, it is ordered that 
said defendant, TIMOTHY KIRKPATRICK, file an 
answer with the Clerk and Master of the Chancery 
Court at Knoxville, Tennessee and with Mikaela M. 
Smith, an Attorney whose address is Two Centre 
Square, Suite 600 625 Gay Street P.0. Box 870 
Knoxville, TN 37901 within thirty (30) days of the 
last date of publication or a judgment by default 
will be taken against you and the cause will be set 
for hearing Ex-Parte as to you before Chancellor 
Richard B. Armstrong, Jr. at the Knox County 
Chancery Court, Division II, 400 Main Street, 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902. This notice will be 
published in a The Knoxville Focus Newspaper for 
four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 4th day of December 2023.

J Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARY EVELYN BATES
DOCKET NUMBER 88696-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters of testamentary (or 
letters of administration as the case may be) in 
respect of the Estate of MARY EVELYN BATES 
who died October 3, 2023 were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate Divi-
sion, Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resi-
dent and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the clerk of the above-named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates described in (1) 
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 

(4) months from the date of first publication as de-
scribed in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 22 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF MARY EVELYN BATES 

PERSONAL REPRESENTIVE(S) 
LOU ANN FARLEY

PEGGY ELLEN LONGMIRE

ANDREW J. CRAWFORD, ATTORNEY 
5344 NORTH BROADWAY

KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF AUDIE OLIVER BERRIER, JR.
DOCKET NUMBER 88147-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 16 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of AUDIE OLIVER BERRIER, JR. who 
died Oct 11, 2022, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against his or her estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as de-
scribed in (1) (A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 16 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF AUDIE OLIVER BERRIER, JR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
LINDA WAGONER; ADMINISTRATRIX 

8405 SEVEN ISLANDS ROAD 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37920

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ALVIN R. BURNETT
DOCKET NUMBER 88546-3

 Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of ALVIN R. BURNETT who died on 
August 4, 2023 were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or be-
fore the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as de-
scribed in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 22 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF ALVIN R. BURNETT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
WILLIAM A. BURNETT

9152 NORTH RUGGLES FERRY PIKE 
STRAWBERRY PLAINS TN 37871

M. SUE WHITE ATTORNEY
216 PHOENIX CT. SUITE D. 

SEYMOUR TN 37865

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF RICHARD D CHEVERTON 
DOCKET NUMBER 88706-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 20 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of RICHARD D CHEVERTON who 
died Sep 10, 2023, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against his or her estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as de-
scribed in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 20 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF RICHARD D CHEVERTON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
RICHARD JAMES CHEVERTON; EXECUTOR 

11733 COUCH MILL ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37932

   

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JEFFREY LYNN CRIPPEN
DOCKET NUMBER 88622-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 29 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of JEFFREY LYNN CRIPPEN who died 
on September 22, 2023, were issued to the under-
signed by the Chancery Court, Probate Division 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against the estate are required to file the 
same with the clerk of the above-named court on 
or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) 
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as de-
scribed in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 29 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF JEFFREY LYNN CRIPPEN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)

RONNIE D. MOORE
12024 BROADWOOD DRIVE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

PATRICK G. NOEL ATTORNEY
1001 E. BROADWAY

LENOIR CITY, TN 37771

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARIAN E. DOBBINS
DOCKET NUMBER 88725-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters administration in re-
spect of the Estate of MARIAN E. DOBBINS who 
died October 5, 2023 were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Knox County Chan-
cery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and nonresident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required to 
file the same with the clerk of the above-named 
court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (I) or (2), otherwise their claims will be 
forever barred:

 (1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication (or posting, as the case may be) of 
this notice if the creditor received an actual copy 
of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the 
date of the first publication (or posting); or

 (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four (4) 
months from the date of first publication (or post-
ing) as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 22 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF MARIAN E. DOBBINS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
DOROTHY P. BELL

1716 CAMPFIRE DR.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37931

DAVID B. HAMILTON, ATTORNEY 
1810 MERCHANT DR.

KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF SHERYL RAE ELDON 
DOCKET NUMBER 88711-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 16 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of SHERYL RAE ELDON who died 
Sep 18, 2023, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as de-
scribed in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 16 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF SHERYL RAE ELDON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
HEATHER DIMITROPOULOS; EXECUTRIX 

7811 ANDERSONVILLE PIKE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37938

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARGARET (PEGGY) 
AVERITT ENDICOTT

DOCKET NUMBER 88718-1
Notice is hereby given that on the 29 day of 

NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of MARGARET (PEGGY) AVERITT 
ENDICOTT, who died on October 16, 2023 were 
issued to the undersigned by the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee, Probate Division. All 
persons, resident and nonresident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against the Estate are re-
quired to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims are 
forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as de-
scribed in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 29 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF MARGARET 
(PEGGY) AVERITT ENDICOTT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
PATRICIA DARLENE ROSENBAUM

ANDRE S. GREPPIN ATTORNEY
46 N JEFFERSON AVE

COOKEVILLE, TN  38501

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOHN ALFRED FLEMINGS
DOCKET NUMBER 88640-1 

Notice is hereby given that on the 29 day 
of NOVEMBER, 2023, Letters Testamentary in 
respect of Deceased’s estate, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Probate Court for Knox 
County, Tennessee for administration of the estate 
of DECEDENT who died on January 4, 2023. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against this estate are 
required to file them with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in 1 or 2 below, otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four months from the date of the first 
publication of this NOTICE if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this NOTICE at least sixty days 
before the date that is four months from the date 
of the first publication; or

(B)Sixty days from the date the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this NOTICE if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this NOTICE less than 
sixty days prior to the date that is four months 
from the date of first publication; or

(2) Twelve (12) months from decedent’s date 
of death.

This the 29 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF JOHN ALFRED FLEMINGS

PERSONAL RERESENTATIVE(S)
URSULA F HENDERSON

MITCHELL L. MEEKS, ATTORNEY
3505 BRAINERD ROAD, SUITE 8

CHATTANOOGA, TN 37411

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF: CHARLES JOSEPH FLENNIKEN
DOCKET NUMBER 88726-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary (or letters 
of administration as the case may be) in respect of 
the Estate of CHARLES JOSEPH FLENNIKEN, who 
died on November 1, 2023, were issued to the un-
dersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against the estate are required to file the 
same with the clerk of the above-named court on 
or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in {1) 
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B)Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as de-
scribed in (1){A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from decedent’s date 
of death.

This the 22 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF CHARLES JOSEPH FLENNIKEN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KEVIN GLENN FLENNIKEN 

7610 HOSPITAL ROAD
CORRYTON, TN 37721

J. BRENT NOLAN, ATTORNEY 
P.O. BOX 217 

POWELL, TN 37849

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CARLEEN REED GERKEN 
AKA GLENDA CARLEEN GERKEN 

DOCKET NUMBER 88728-2
Notice is hereby given that on the 17 day of 

NOVEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of CARLEEN REED GERKEN AKA 
GLENDA CARLEEN GERKEN who died Oct 17, 
2023, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above-named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as de-
scribed in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 17 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF CARLEEN REED GERKEN 
AKA GLENDA CARLEEN GERKEN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
MATTHEW GERKEN; EXECUTOR 

6505 LOCUST GROVE LANE 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BETTY ANN JACKSON HANCOCK 
DOCKET NUMBER 88695-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 16 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of BETTY ANN JACKSON HANCOCK 
who died Sep 2, 2023, were issued the under-
signed by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery 
Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named Court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as de-
scribed in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 16 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 
ESTATE OF BETTY ANN JACKSON HANCOCK

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
DARRELL K HANCOCK; ADMINISTRATOR

P.O. BOX 9724 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37940

    

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DONNA RAPAPORT HEIER
DOCKET NUMBER 88658-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, Letters Testamentary (or Let-
ters of Administration as the case may be) in re-
spect to the Estate of DONNA RAPAPORT HEIER, 
who died on April 18, 2023, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate Divi-
sion of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resi-
dent and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the Estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk of the above named Court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed 
in (1) or (2) below, otherwise their claims will be 
forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this Notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors at least 
sixty (60) days before the date that is four (4) 
months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the Notice to Creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the Notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as de-
scribed in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 22 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF DONNA RAPAPORT HEIER

 PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
BARON U. DESMOND 

74335 THETA AVENUE
COVINGTON, LA 70435

 
O.E. SCHOW, IV

900 SOUTH GAY STREET, 9TH FLOOR

P.O. BOX 900
KNOXVILLE, TN 37901-0900

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DON GEORGE LETT 
DOCKET NUMBER 88717-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 16 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of DON GEORGE LETT who died Sep 
16, 2023, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above-named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as de-
scribed in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death

This the 16 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF DON GEORGE LETT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
MICHAEL KERRY LETT; EXECUTOR 

4200 SHERRY DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF GEORGIA LOUISE MAPLES
DOCKET NUMBER 88720-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 16 day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of GEORGIA LOUISE MAPLES who 
died May 22, 2023, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with 
the Clerk and Master of the above-named court on 
or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) 
or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
date of the publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(Bl Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as de-
scribed in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 16 day of NOVEMBER, 2023
 

ESTATE OF GEORGIA LOUISE MAPLES

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
JOHN W MAPLES; CO-EXECUTOR 

2307 MIDWAY ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37914

GREGORY EUGENE MAPLES; CO-EXECUTOR
2307 MIDWAY ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37914

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF HELEN MYNATT MCCONKEY
DOCKET NUMBER 88741-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 29 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023 letters testamentary (or letters 
of administration as the case may be) in respect 
of the Estate of HELEN MYNATT MCCONKEY 
who died September 3, 2023, were issued to P. 
Michael McConkey by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident, and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the clerk of the above-named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in 
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) from the 
date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days after from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of the notice to 
creditors if the creditor received the copy of the no-
tice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of first publication 
as described in (1) (A}; or

{2} Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 29 day of NOVEMBER, 2023. 

ESTATE OF HELEN MYNATT MCCONKEY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
P. MICHAEL MCCONKEY

2812 SURFSIDE SHORES LANE 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37938

CAROLYN GILLIAM
10805 KINGSTON PIKE, SUITE 200

KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PAULETTE C. NEELY
DOCKET NUMBER 88705-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of PAULETTE C. NEELY who died 
August 30, 2023 were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident, and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or be-
fore the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as de-
scribed in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 22 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF PAULETTE C. NEELY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
DEMETRIA N. HEARP
936 MARLBORO RD.

KNOXVILLE, TN 37909

BENET S. THEISS ATTORNEY 
300 MONTVUE RD.

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES
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NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF HERTA MARIA OLIVE 
DOCKET NUMBER 88709-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 20 day of 
NOVMEBER 2023, letters testamentary in re-
spect of the Estate of HERTA MARIA OLIVE who 
died Sep 24, 2023, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or un-
matured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 20 day of NOVMEBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF HERTA MARIA OLIVE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
JANET PATRICIA OLIVE 

PURKEY; EXECUTRIX 
7137 ROYAL SPRINGS BLVD 

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37918
 

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARY RUTH OTT
DOCKET NUMBER 88724-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 29 day 
of NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of MARY RUTH OTT who 
died on October 15th, 2023 were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All per-
sons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against the estate are 
required to file the same with the clerk of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 29 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF MARY RUTH OTT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JAMES A. CHILDRESS

7614 SEVEN ISLANDS ROAD 
KNOXVILLE TN 37920

M. SUE WHITE ATTORNEY
216 PHOENIX CT. SUITE D. 

SEYMOUR TN 37865

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CATHERINE MERRELL PALMER
DOCKETS NUMBER 88418-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 1 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary (or 
letters of administration as the case may be) in 
respect of the Estate of CATHERINE MERRELL 
PALMER who died MARCH 13, 2023 were is-
sued to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This is the day 1 of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF CATHERINE MERRELL PALMER 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
NORMA LEA DANIEL 

8344 HARBOR COVE DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37938

M. SAMANTHA PARRIS 
ATTORNEY 

2908 TAZEWELL PIKE, SUITE G 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARY EDNA RUBIO
DOCKET NUMBER 88686-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary (or let-
ters of administration) in respect of the Estate of 
MARY EDNA RUBIO who died August 18, 2023, 
were issued to the undersigned by the Chancery 
Court, Probate Division, of Knox County. Ten-
nessee. All persons, resident. and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
all the above-named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise 
their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedents 
date of death.

This the 22 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF MARY EDNA RUBIO 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KATHY MORROW

31 STILL HILL TRAIL 
BREVARD, NC 2871

GLEN B. RUTHERFORD ATTORNEY
PO BOX 1668

KNOXVILLE. TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF RUTH E. SMITH
DOCKET NUMBER 88561-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day 
of NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary (or 
letters of administration as the case may be) in 
respect of the Estate of RUTH E. SMITH, who 
died September 7, 2023 were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All per-
sons, resident, and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against the estate are 
required to file the same with the clerk of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 22 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF RUTH E. SMITH

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
DOUGLAS D. SMITH
1028 OLSON ROAD

ROCHESTER, IN 46975

STEVEN K. BOWLING ATTORNEY
9202 S. NORTHSHORE DRIVE, SUITE 301

P.O. BOX 11125
KNOXVILLE, TN 37939-1125

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOHN GATES STERCHI 
DOCKET NUMBER 88727-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 20 day 
of NOVEMBER 2023, letters administration in 
respect of the Estate of JOHN GATES STERCHI 
who died Aug 5, 2023, were issued the under-
signed by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery 
Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, ma-
tured or unmatured, against his or her estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk and 
Master of the above-named court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 20 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF JOHN GATES STERCHI

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
TERESA P STERCHI; ADMINISTRATRIX 

930 JOHNSON LANE
TEN MILE, TN. 37880

  

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BETTY J VAN METER 
DOCKET NUMBER 88708-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of 
NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary in re-
spect of the Estate of BETTY J VAN METER who 
died Sep 29, 2023, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or un-
matured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 22 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF BETTY J VAN METER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
VIKI VAN METER KEY; EXECUTRIX 

6926 TWIN CREEK ROAD 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37920

     

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CAROLE C. WAHLER
DOCKET NUMBER 88668-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day 
of NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary in 
respect to the Estate of CAROLE C. WAHLER 
who died September 16, 2023 were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All per-
sons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against the estate are 
required to file the same with the clerk of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 22 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF CAROLE C. WAHLER 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
ROBERT C. WAHLER

JENNIFER KENT EXUM, ATTORNEY 
633 CHESTNUT STREET, SUITE 1900

CHATTANOOGA, TN 37450

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CLIFFORD CARL WATSON
DOCKET NUMBER 88700-1 

Notice is hereby given that on the 29 day 
of NOVEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary (or 
letters of administration as the case may be) in 
respect of the Estate of CLIFFORD CARL WAT-
SON who died June 1, 2023, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All per-
sons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against the estate are 
required to file the same with the clerk of the 
above- named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 29 day of NOVEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF CLIFFORD CARL WATSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
PEGGY JEANNE SINK WATSON 

900 ILEX CIRCLE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

STEPHEN L. CARPENTER ATTORNEY 
10413 KINGSTON PIKE SUITE 200

KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF EUNICE ANN ALLEN
DOCKET NUMBER 88541-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 5 day of 
DECEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary (or of 
administration as the case may be) in respect 
of the Estate of EUNICE ANN ALLEN, who died 
August 2, 2023, were issued to the Executor Wil-
liam Allen by the Probate court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication (or posting, as the case may be) 
of this notice if the creditor received an actual 
copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) 
days before the date that is four (4) months from 
the date of the first publication (or posting); or

(1)(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of the notice 
to creditors if the creditor received the copy of 
the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of first 
publication (or posting) as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 5 day of DECEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF EUNICE ANN ALLEN
 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SAMUEL B TIPTON

ATTORNEY
611 S WASHINGTON ST

MARYVILLE, TN 37804

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BILL KEITH BEELER 
DOCKET NUMBER 88760-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of 
DECEMBER, 2023, Letters of Testamentary/
Administration in respect to the Estate of BILL 
KEITH BEELER, deceased, who died on February 
18, 2020, were issued to the undersigned by 
the Probate Court for Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured against his/her 
Estate are required to file the same in triplicate 
with the Clerk and Master of the above-named 
Court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claim will be 
forever barred;

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication 
as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the Decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 6 day of DECEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF BILL KEITH BEELER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES
DAVID W BURKHART

3307 ROBERTS RD
MASCOT, TN 37806

SCOTT B HAHN ATTORNEY
5344 N BROADWAY, STE 101

KNOXVILLE, TN 37918
 

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ORPHA R BENNETT 
DOCKET NUMBER 88542-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 1 day of 
DECEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in re-
spect of the Estate of ORPHA R BENNETT who 
died Jun 20, 2023, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or un-
matured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 1 day of DECEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF ORPHA R BENNETT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
KATHY L BENNETT; CO-EXECUTRIX 

4109 WESTGATE DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37921

BETTY A FORD; CO-EXECUTRIX 
7541 POPEN DRIVE

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37938

GAIL B COPE; CO-EXECUTRIX 
716 IDLEWOOD LANE

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37928

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF CLARENCE 
EDWARD BOWLES JR

DOCKET NUMBER 88601-1
Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of 

DECEMBER, 2023, Letters Testamentary (or 
Letters of Administration as the case may be) 
in respect of the Estate of CLARENCE EDWARD 
BOWLES JR, who died Sept. 12, 2023 were is-
sued to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) of (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of such notice at least 
sixty (60) days before the date that is four (4) 
months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received fill actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication or 
posting as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 2 day of DECEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF CLARENCE EDWARD BOWLES JR

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KAREN LUNDY BOWLES

7717 NICHOLAS DR
CORRYTON, TN 37721

ROBERT W. GODWIN, ATTORNEY
4611 OLD BROADWAY 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOAN MARGARET CLEARY 
DOCKET NUMBER 88437-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 1 day 
of DECEMBER 2023, letters testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of JOAN MARGARET 
CLEARY who died Aug 7, 2023, were issued the 
undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the Chan-
cery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All per-
sons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk and 
Master of the above-named Court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 1 day of DECEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF JOAN MARGARET CLEARY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
JOHN BROTHERS; EXECUTOR

236 SANDRINGHAM COURT 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37934

  

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CYNTHIA CORMANY 
DOCKET NUMBER 88776-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 1 day of 
DECEMBER 2023, letters administration in re-
spect of the Estate of CYNTHIA CORMANY who 
died Oct 19, 2023, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or un-
matured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of 
the above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 1 day of DECEMBER, 2023.
 

ESTATE OF CYNTHIA CORMANY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
JENNIFER CORMANY; 

ADMINISTRATRIX 
80 DUNNEMANN AVENUE
CHARLESTON, SC 29403

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF MARGARET 
ANN RYMER DENTON

DOCKET NUMBER 88745-1
Notice is hereby given that on the 5 day of 

DECEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary (or   let-
ters of administration as the case may be) in re-
spect of the Estate of MARGARET ANN RYMER 
DENTON, who died September 9, 2023, were 
issued to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 

(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 5 day of DECEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF MARGARET ANN RYMER DENTON 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DON R. DENTON, JR

250 VINE CLIFF DRIVE 
HARVEST, AL 35749

 
JEFFREY R. DENTON

11444 CARDINAL DRIVE
MADISON, AL 35756

BRADLEY H. HODGE, ATTORNEY
900 SOUTH GAY STREET, SUITE 2100

KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOYCE AUBREY DYER
DOCKET NUMBER 88758-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 5 day of 
DECEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary in re-
spect to the Estate of JOYCE AUBREY DYER who 
died October 5, 2023, were issued to the under-
signed by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or un-
matured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first date of the publication of this notice if the 
creditor received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 5 day of DECEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF JOYCE AUBREY DYER 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
LISA MCKENZIE
104 GIGI LANE 

LOUDON, TN 37774

VIRGINIA COUCH, ATTORNEY 
5419 SUMMITRIDGE LANE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37921

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOHN THOMAS EVERETT
DOCKET NUMBER 88743-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 5 day of 
DECEMBER, 2023, letters administration in re-
spect of the Estate of JOHN THOMAS EVERETT 
who died October 22, 2023 were issued the un-
dersigned by the Clerk and Master of the Knox 
County Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennes-
see. All persons, resident and nonresident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

 (1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication (or posting, as the case may be) 
of this notice if the creditor received an actual 
copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) 
days before the date that is four (4) months from 
the date of the first publication (or posting); or

 (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication (or 
posting) as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 5 day of DECEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF JOHN THOMAS EVERETT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
FREDIA M. BERRIER

7850 THOMAS HENRY WAY 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37938

DAVID B. HAMILTON, 
ATTORNEY 

1810 MERCHANT DR.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF RACHEL D FRANKLIN
DOCKET NUMBER 88779-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 5 day of 
DECEMBER, 2023, letters of administration 
C.T.A. in respect of the Estate of RACHEL D. 
FRANKLIN who died August 24, 2023, were is-
sued to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of the 
above- named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 5 day of DECEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF RACHEL D. FRANKLIN 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JENNIFER AVONDA

118 E HAMPTON WAY
 JUPITER, FL 33458

MICHAEL R CROWDER 
ATTORNEY

4TH FLOOR, BANK OF AMERICA BLDG
P.O. BOX 442

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901-0442

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DAVID GLENN LAMB, SR.
DOCKET NUMBER 88740-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of 
DECEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary (or let-
ters of administration as the case may be) in 
respect of the Estate of DAVID GLENN LAMB, 
SR. who died August 18, 2023 were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All per-

sons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against the estate are 
required to file the same with the clerk of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1){A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 6 day of DECEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF DAVID GLENN LAMB, SR. 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DAVID GLENN LAMB JR
6730 INGLESIDE LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

M. SAMANTHA PARRIS, ATTORNEY
2908 TAZEWELL PIKE SUITE G

KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF GLADYS V. LARSEN
DOCKET NUMBER 88665-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of 
DECEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary in re-
spect of the Estate of GLADYS V. LARSEN who 
died May 16, 2023, were issued to the under-
signed by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or un-
matured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the clerk of the above-named 
court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2)  Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 6 day of DECEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF GLADYS V. LARSEN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JAMES H. WALLER 

6742 RIDGEVIEW ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37917

AMELIA CROTWELL 
ATTORNEY

P.O. BOX 3804 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37927

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CAROLINE R. LUKINGBEAL
 DOCKET NUMBER 88763-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day 
of DECEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary (or 
letters of administration as the case may be) 
in respect of the Estate of CAROLINE R. LUK-
INGBEAL who died September 23, 2023 were 
issued to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first pub-
lication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

 This the 6 day of DECEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF CAROLINE R. LUKINGBEAL 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
HOME FEDERAL BANK OF TENNESSEE 

515 MARKET STREET, SUITE 500
KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

P. NEWMAN BANKSTON 
ATTORNEY

900 S. GAY STREET, 14TH FLOOR
P.O. BOX 2047

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901  

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF SUNEETHA MOOSS
DOCKET NUMBER 88742-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 5 day of 
DECEMBER, 2023, Letters Testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of SUNEETHA MOOSS 
who died September 2. 2023. were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All per-
sons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against the estate are 
required to file the same with the Clerk of the 
above named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first date of the publication of this Notice if the 
creditor received an actual copy of this Notice to 
Creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the credi-
tor received an actual copy of the Notice to 
Creditors if the creditor received the copy of the 
notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of first pub-
lication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 5 day of DECEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF SUNEETHA MOOSS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SUSMITA MANSUKHANI 

27 TODDY HILL ROAD 
SANDY HOOK, CT 06482

ANNE M. MCKINNEY ATTORNEY
1019 ORCHID DRIVE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES
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ALTERATIONS
JOANNE’S ALTERATIONS, 

PANTS HEMMING $5, 
SPECIALIZING IN JEANS.

 CALL 579-2254 

CARPET 
CLEANING

CHILD CARE

MARCIA’S 
LEARNING CENTER

1411 Exeter Ave, Knoxville
(865) 673-8223

Day Shift 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

DRY 
CLEANING

ELDER CARE
CLOSE TO HOME ELDERLY 
CARE. 24-HOUR CARE IN 

PRIVATE HOME. RN WITH 30 
YRS EXPERIENCE. EXCELLENT
 REFERENCES. 865-335-6337

ELECTRICIAN

FENCING

 

GUTTER 
WORK

GUTTER CLEANING,
INSTALLATION OF 5 INCH AND

REPAIR OF FASCIA BOARD
936-5907

FLOORING

HOUSE 
CLEANING

SPRING FRESH 
HOUSECLEANING

WEEKLY, BI-WEEKLY,  
MONTHLY. KNOXVILLE AND 
KINGSTON. $35 PER HR /  

3-HRS $100 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE.

CALL JULIE - 865-255-6690

LAWN CARE

METAL WORKS
GHOST RIDERS 
METAL WORKS
865-705-0742

Mobile Welding
Fabrication & Repair

State Licensed
Pipe Bollards Installed 

Welding    
(Stick Welding, 
Mig Welding & 
Gas Welding)

PAINTING

PAINTING

PAINTING- INTERIOR- 
EXTERIOR

Lic. & Ins.  30 Yrs. Exp.
Free Estimates
865-573-2199

Professional Painters

PATIOS&DECKS

PERSONAL 
ASSISTANT

OFFERING PERSONAL SERVICES 
HOUSE AND PET SITTING; 

ERRANDS, GIFT SHOPPING; 
MEAL PREP AND DELIVERY. 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE. 

CALL 865-249-3143 OR EMAIL 
MSRERRANDS23@GMAIL.COM

 ROOFING

ROOF REPAIRS, 
METAL:SHINGLE:RUBBER, 

ROOF COATING:FREE 
ESTIMATES, 865-705-7069

TREE 
SERVICES

 

HELP WANTED
INDUSTRIAL ENGINEER IS 

SOUGHT BY AN AUTO-PARTS 
MFG CO. IN CLINTON, TN. MIN. 
MASTER’S DEG IN INDUSTRIAL 

ENGG OR A RELATED ENGG 
FIELD IS REQD. SEND RESUME 
TO SL TENNESSEE LLC (ATTN: 

YEONSOO CHUNG) @ 312 
FRANK L DIGGS DR.,
CLINTON, TN 37716.

..........................................

QUALITY ENGINEER II IS 
SOUGHT BY AN AUTO-PARTS 

MFG CO. IN CLINTON, TN. MIN. 
BACH’S DEG IN ELECTRICAL 
ENGG, ELECTRONICS ENGG, 

OR RELATED ENGG FIELD & 2 
YRS OF EXP IN QC W/IN A MFG 

ENVIRONMENT ARE REQD. 
SEND RESUME TO SL

TENNESSEE LLC (ATTN: 
YEONSOO CHUNG) @ 312 

FRANK L DIGGS DR., CLINTON, 
TN 37716.

REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT

NICE, CLEAN 3-BEDROOM 

OLDER FARMHOUSE.

1616 HWY. 61 W. 

MAYNARDVILLE, 37807

W/D CONNECTIONS, 

HVAC.  RANGE AND FRIDGE 

FURNISHED. NO PETS. NON-

SMOKERS ONLY. $950 MO. + 

$950 DEPOSIT. REFERENCES 

REQUIRED. CALL 865-216-

5732. LEAVE MESSAGE.

service directory

classifieds

WANTED

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF KIM LESLIE MORTON
DOCKET NUMBER 88749-2

NOTICE is hereby given that on the 5 day of 
DECEMBER, 2023, Letters Testamentary in re-
spect of the Estate of KIM LESLIE MORTON, who 
died on September 27, 2023, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the CHAN-
CERY COURT OF KNOX COUNTY, TENNESSEE.  
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against this estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk and 
Master of the above-named court on or before the 
earlier of the dates prescribed in  (1) or (2) below; 
otherwise, their claims will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of this first publi-
cation; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 5 day of DECEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF KIM LESLIE MORTON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
RONG FANG CHEN

6965 WYNDHAM POINT LN.

KNOXVILLE, TN 37931

JANE KAUFMAN JONES, ATTORNEY 
8517 KINGSTON PIKE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BILLY JOE NIXON 
DOCKET NUMBER 88754-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 5 day of 
DECEMBER, 2023, Letters Testamentary in re-
spect of the Estate of BILLY JOE NIXON who died 
August 27, 2023, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the Estate are required to file the same 
with the Clerk of the above-named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this Notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B)Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the Notice to Creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the Notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 5 day of DECEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF BILLY JOE NIXON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
BRYAN TRACY NIXON

213 TIMBERWOOD TRAIL 
CENTRE HALL, PA 16828

JACKSON G. KRAMER, ATTORNEY 
P.O. BOX 629 

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901-0629

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ELLEN CATHERINE RUCKER
DOCKET NUMBER 88703-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 5 day of 
DECEMBER, 2023, letters of administration 
in respect of the Estate of ELLEN CATHERINE 
RUCKER who died on May 28, 2023 were issued 
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required to 
file the same with the clerk of the above-named 
court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be 
forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B)Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received and actual copy of this notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 5 day of DECEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF ELLEN CATHERINE RUCKER 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
GERALD MATTHEW RUCKER 

140 BOY SCOUT CAMP ROAD 
ANDERSONVILLE, TN 37705

MARK E. TILLERY, ATTORNEY
P.O. BOX 12257

KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF HARRY F. YOUNG, JR. 
DOCKET NUMBER 88536-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 5 day of 
DECEMBER, 2023, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of HARRY F. YOUNG, JR., who died 
June 6, 2023, were issued to the undersigned by 
the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above- named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this notice to creditors at 
least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 

if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 5 day of DECEMBER, 2023.

ESTATE OF HARRY F. YOUNG, JR. 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JON YOUNG

111 BRENTWOOD DR.
CHATTANOOGA, TN 37415

MICHAEL R CROWDER ATTORNEY
4TH FLOOR, BANK OF AMERICA BLDG.

P.O. BOX 442
KNOXVILLE, TN 37901-0442

MISC. 
NOTICES

LEGAL SECTION 94
Knox County will receive bids for the following 

items and services:

Bid 3499, HVAC Air Filters, due 1-16-24,
RFP 3504, Splash Pad French Memorial Park 

(Re-Bid), due 01-10-24

For Additional Information call 865-215-5777, 

stop by the Procurement Division, 1000 North 
Central St., Suite 100, Knoxville, TN 37917, or 
visit our website:  www.knoxcounty.org/procure-
ment. To bid on Knox County Surplus items, go to 
www.govdeals.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
Request for Bids – KCDC, the Public Housing 

Authority for Knoxville & Knox County, posts all 
of its solicitations at www.kcdc.org/procurement.  
Click on ‘Open Solicitations’ and follow the link.  

NOTICE TO 
FURNISHERS OF 

LABOR & MATERIALS
TO: STANSELL ELECTRIC COMPANY, INC. 

(contractor)
STATE PROJECT # 47LPLM-L3-106
KNOX COUNTY CONTRACT #21-367 
FEDERAL PROJECT # CM-4700(60)
TDOT PIN 121587.00
COUNTY: KNOX
KNOX COUNTY ATMS PHASE 1

Knox County, TN Engineering and Public 
Works is about to make final settlement with the 
contractor for construction of the above numbered 
project. All persons wishing to file claims pursuant 
to Section 54-05-122, T.C.A. must file same with 
Aaron Fritts, Operations Engineering Manager, 
Knox County Engineering and Public Works, 205 W 
Baxter Avenue, Knoxville, TN 37917, on or before 
January 31, 2024.

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES

You can reserve your legal or public notice by emailing Lisa at 
legals@knoxfocus.com or calling (865) 686-9970.

Call or email 
Ruthie at 865-686-

9970 or 
ruthie@knoxfocus.

com to place 
your Classified or 
Service Directory 
advertisement!       
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By Ken Lay

Two of the top area wres-
tling programs will take to 
the mats Thursday night 
as Seymour will grapple at 
Halls in the Halls/Seymour 
Showdown.

It will be a busy night 
of competition for the 
Eagles and the Red Devils 
as the action begins at 6 

p.m. at Halls High School. 
Wrestling will take place on 
two mats and opens with 
the elementary schools on 
one mat. The middle school 
teams will compete on the 
other mat.

Following the elementary 
and middle school match-
es, at approximately 7:30 
p.m., the high school girls 

and high school dual meets 
will be contested.

The boys high school 
match will feature the 
2022-23 dual meet and 
traditional state champi-
on Red Devils (who were 
reclassified to Class 2A 
this season) against the 
up-and-coming Eagles, who 
compete in Class A against 

Clinton, Seymour, Anderson 
County and Gibbs.

A wrestling event of this 
magnitude is nothing new 
for the Red Devils, who 
have traditionally compet-
ed with Maryville High in 
the same format.

“We’ve done this for a few 
years against Maryville,” 
Halls coach Shannon 

Sayne said. “We’re looking 
forward to competing with 
Seymour at all levels.

“They’ll be a powerhouse 
soon. They were a power-
house when I first took over 
the program (at Halls) and 
then they had a time when 
their program dropped off a 
little. They’ve done a good 
job with their youth program 

over the last several years 
and now, those wrestlers 
are in high school.”

The Lady Eagles have 
also become a force on the 
statewide scene.

“Their girls team is really 
good,” Sayne said.

Admission to Thursday 
night’s showcase meets 
are $5.

Top wrestling teams to compete in Halls/Seymour Showdown

By Steve Williams

Two sensational touchdown 
runs by Matthew Rogers lifted 
unbeaten Farragut to a fourth 
quarter come-from-behind 
18-15 win over Austin-East in the 
Middle School-Age Conference 
8th grade varsity championship 
game Oct. 25 at Farragut.

The Admirals eliminated Halls 
32-2 in the first round of the play-
offs and Bearden 30-0 in the 
semifinals.

The Farragut defense was not 
scored on in eight of its 10 games 
this year.

Coach Roy Stone said he 
was “most proud” of the team 
for playing with poise and con-
fidence throughout the season.

“We grew together as one 
heartbeat,” added Stone, who fin-
ished his third season as head 
coach of the Farragut varsity 
team.

Stone pointed out this year’s 
team had won back-to-back 
MAC championships, including 
last year’s 7th grade junior var-
sity title.

“We had a really good coaching 
staff this year,” said Stone. “Todd 
Hazelwood is our defensive coor-
dinator and Robbie Jacobs is our 
offensive coordinator. I think they 

both did a really good job.”
Farragut had seven coaches 

that did not have a player on the 
team.

“This team is so talented that 

all you have to do is get them 
playing with heart and desire and 
keep the fire stoked,” said Stone. 
“They responded each practice 
and loved practicing, so it was 
no surprise to me the way we 
responded trailing in the cham-
pionship game.

“Some things you just can't 
coach; it's already in you and 
that was this team. It started with 
caring for each other and playing 
for your teammates.”

Logan Wright, who was injured 
in the first playoff game, came 
back in the championship game, 
despite being hobbled and not at 
full speed. “But he played with the 
heart of a lion,” said Stone. “We 
would not have been in the cham-
pionship game if not for him; he 
did so much for this team.”

Coach Stone also said the 
team always left the field each 
day giving God “our thanks.”

Farragut Admirals MAC Varsity Champions

2023 MAC AND YAC FOOTBALL

Admirals rally to repeat as MAC champions

By Steve Williams

Owen Taylor is not per-
fect. He missed an extra-
point kick this season.

He may not be as good 
as those Colquitt punters, 
either.

But when you combine 
the kick and punt skills, 
there may not be a better 
kicker / punter that has 
played high school football 
in Knox County.

This year for sure there 
wasn’t a better one across 
the Volunteer State and 
the Halls High senior was 
announced last week as 
the Tennessee Titans’ Mr. 
Football Kicker of the Year.

The award also required 

having good academics 
and character. According to 
Halls Coach Brent Hughes, 
Owen checked off those 
boxes, too.

“Owen was a tremendous 
player for us,” said Hughes. 
“He is a terrific young man 
that has all the ability in the 
world. He was so important 
to our team and got us in so 
many better situations as 
it pertains to the game, I 
just can’t say enough about 
his ability. More important-
ly, he is a great kid and will 
make a difference in this 
world and go on to be a 
great husband and father 
one day. I love him and it is 

OWEN TAYLOR
Not perfect, but maybe the best overall
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By Steve Williams

A double overtime 12-6 
victory over Austin-East on 
Nov. 4 at Gibbs High gave 
Halls 8U Coach Dustin 
Black his second straight 
title in the Youth Athletic 
Conference.

“I had almost everybody 
back from 2022 (7U title 
team),” said Black. “Also, I 
gained a few more players 
that helped us. We had 27 
kids on our team.

“I believe that having 
a veteran team is 
important,” added Black. 
“These kids bought into 
what we are teaching to 
get them ready for high 
school football. They 
know what we expect 
and how we coach. These 
kids are special and great 
athletes.”

Halls f inished the 
season 11-0 in the league 
and 13-0 overall.

Brandon Moles (No. 
20) and Luke Campbell 
(No.  15)  led the 
team offensively and 
defensively, respectively. 
Coach Black added that 
Nolan Ownby (No. 25) 

made “the biggest stop of 
the game” on the last play 
to keep Austin-East from 
scoring in the second OT.

“I could go on and 
on about the proudest 
moment this season, but 
these kids came ready to 
defend their championship 
title,” said Black.

“Finally, as a head 
coach I want these kids 
to be taught football but 
also life lessons. We don’t 
just teach football 101; we 
teach life lessons 101. 

BIG9U of Oak 
Ridge wins 7-0 in 

finals

Sean Miller’s team was 
named “BIG9U” and was 
affiliated with the Boys & 
Girls Club of Oak Ridge. 
They won the YAC 9U cham-
pionship with a 7-0 win over 
Halls.

“It was a complete team 
effort on both offense 
and defense,” said Coach 
Miller. “Our score came on 
a 19-yard pass from Halls’ 
45-yard line, from QB Caleb 

Malone to WR Braylon 
Knipp, who ran the rest of 
the way to the end zone.”

BIG9U finished with a 
10-1 overall record after 
going 7-1 in the regular 

season. Its lone loss was 
a 13-6 decision against 
Fulton.

In the playoffs, the Oak 
Ridge team beat Hardin 
Valley 34-0 in the first 
round and Powell 12-6 in 
Round 2.

“I’m very proud, not only 
of the parents, coaches 
and team’s accomplish-
ments; but mainly for these 
young men’s dedication, 
perseverance, resiliency, 
and the brotherhood they 
created,” said Miller. “They 
prepared hard and played 
for each other through the 
good and tough times in 
the season.”

McAlister and 
assistants proud 
of Roadrunners’ 

6U Flag team 
When you’re coaching 

4-year olds through 6-year 
olds in flag football, you 
need plenty of assistance.

It’s no wonder Coach 
Anthony McAlister said: 
“First I want to thank my 
coaches Cory Anderson, 
Brandon Winton, and 
James Ward. They put a lot 
of time in to help make this 
season a success.”

The Roadrunners went 
8-0 during the regular 
season and 3-0 in the 
playoffs for an overall 11-0 
record en route to the Youth 
Athletic Conference 6U Flag 
Football championship.

“We played one of the 
other Roadrunner teams 
and won 26-20 after a 
touchdown run by Kam 
Anderson as time expired!” 
said McAlister, who added 
that Tre Ward also helped 
lead the way in the finals.

“Keeping them focused 
and engaged with their 
attention spans was a 
challenge as well as find-
ing ways to keep it fun while 
teaching them the game,” 
added McAlister, who was 
a TSSAA Mr. Football (Class 
3A) honoree in 2005, fol-
lowing his playing days as 
a linebacker at Austin-East 
High.

McAlister said he was 
most proud of his team 

for “never backing down 
from a challenge and fight-
ing through adversity. We 
were down at halftime 
three times this year and 
fought our way back. Other 
games we were missing key 
players and others stepped 
up!”

 
‘7U RR 

#ElmStreetBoyz’ 
take title

The 7U champion tackle 
team in YAC this season 
was a scary opponent and 
Coach Charlie McCaleb 
referred to his squad as the 
“7U RR #ElmStreetBoyz” 
after the movies "Friday the 
13th" and "A Nightmare on 
Elm Street."

McCaleb’s Roadrunners 
went 10-0 and defeated 
the Fulton Falcons 18-6 in 
the championship game. 
Tomekian Pennington Jr. 
led the way and had two of 
their three touchdowns.

McCaleb said his team 
had a target on its back 
and had to “grind all year 
to be 10-0. Our kids put 
in to be 10-0. We pushed 
our guys all year and they 
responded – it’s what I’m 
most proud of!”

When asked what was 
the most “challenging part” 
about coaching the 7U age 
group, Charlie replied, 
laughing out loud: “To 
keep them focused during 
practice.”

2023 MAC AND YAC FOOTBALL

Black guides Halls to back-to-back titles

8U Champs Halls

9U Champs Oak Ridge

6U Flag Champs Roadrunners

7U Champs Roadrunners

UT Head Coach Josh Heupel with the Roadrunners after their first round playoff win over West in the MAC Junior 
Varsity division.

Smith rescues A-E in MAC JV finals

MAC
(Middle-school Age Conference)

Alcoa

Austin-East

Bearden

Central

Farragut

Fulton

Gibbs

Halls

Hardin Valley

Karns

Powell

South-Doyle

West
 

YAC
Youth Athletic Conference

Alcoa
Austin-East

Bearden
Carter
Central

Farragut
Fulton
Gibbs
Halls

Hardin Valley
Karns

Oak Ridge
Powell

South-Doyle
West

Maurice Smith came 
to the rescue in the 
fourth quarter to lead 
Austin-East’s MAC Junior 
Varsity team to a 21-18 
win over Karns in the 
championship game that 
was played at Farragut 
High.

Smith was warming up 
for the varsity game when 
JV coach Kris Kimbrough 
had him come back with 
the Roadrunners trailing 
by 11 points (18-7).

After playing the first 

two quarters with the JV 
team, Smith was going 
to play four quarters in 
the varsity game under 
the MAC’s “quarter rule” 
that allowed a 7th grader 
to play a total of six 
quarters.

Smith, a talented and 
physical quarterback and 
running back, threw a 
45-yard touchdown pass 
to Marcos McCord that 
cut Karns’ lead to 18-13 
and then scored on a 
60-yard run to put A-E 

ahead 19-18. His two-
point pass to JuJu Young 
completed the comeback.

Keyvon Booker was a 
key defensive player for 
Austin-East along with 
cornerbacks Kimani 
Smith and William 
Dickson and free safety 
Jamir Kimbrough.

Eli Wolfe, a 6th grader, 
was a “very physical” 
left tackle on offense 
and a tackle and end 
on defense, said Coach 
Kimbrough, who added 

that Young was a talented 
DE.

The A-E coach was 
impressed with the 
Karns team and said he 
wouldn’t be surprised if 
they are in the playoffs 
again next season.

As for his team, 
Kimbrough said he was 
most impressed with 
how “they overcame a 
shortage of players” this 
season.
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By Tom 
Mattingly

A question for the ages
If you’re a college football fan 

enamored with collecting all 
kinds of memo-
rabilia, you never 
know when you’ll 
find something 
special about 
your favorite team 
that catches your 
attention almost 
i m m e d i a t e l y . 

Collectors are unique individu-
als who instinctively know when 
they find something that’s worth 
adding to their “stuff.”

Price is no object. Thrift 
stores and estate sales are 
ready sources of memorabilia. 
Dr. Andy Kozar, the early 1950s 
Vol fullback, spent a consider-
able amount of time making the 
rounds in search of books, jer-
seys, and other souvenirs many 
other fans might dismiss out of 
hand. He had a special collection 
unrivaled in this area.

Closer to home, there is a photo 
on my office wall of John Majors 
in either Life or Look magazine 
from the 1956 Georgia Tech 
game. The full-page story was 
titled “Unbeaten Giants.” There’s 
also a Dyer Gram from that game 
signed by John Majors and Buddy 
Cruze, two of the game’s heroes.

One other significant piece of 
memorabilia is a June 2010 trib-
ute I wrote for the Knoxville News 
Sentinel after Haywood Harris 
died. The title was “Memories of 
Vols legend, good man.”

There’s other similar “stuff” 
there, but you get the idea.

I also remember once talking 
with Jim Keller of Huntsville, Ala., 
who was a University of Alabama 
grad, Class of 1979, and Crimson 
Tide football zealot (and that’s 
putting it mildly). What he found 

at a Goodwill store in Santa Rosa, 
Fla., was really too good to pass 
up. While vacationing in nearby 
Panama City, he and his wife, 
Beth, were taking a spin across 
the countryside when the store 
beckoned.

The store really didn’t look like 
anything special, but a quick 
glance at one wall, behind a rack 
of clothes sitting on a little table, 
revealed an autographed foot-
ball. It was complete with orange 
and white panels and appeared 
to be a keeper.

He recalled being ready to buy 
it immediately, but chose to take 
a closer look. After all, it’s not 
likely that a significant piece of 
University of Tennessee football 
memorabilia would find a home 
in a thrift store in north Florida.

Looking carefully, Keller 
found the names “Condredge 
Holloway,” “Ray Trail,” and “Bill 
Battle” emblazoned on the ball, 
affixed with a ballpoint pen.

The football, autographed by 
Tennessee players and coach-
es before or during the 1972 
season, had weathered the inter-
vening years and probably any 
number of owners and locations 
where it might have been stored 
and/or displayed.

That piqued his curiosity.
The total tab was $3.99 (plus 

tax), so it was really too good 
a deal to pass up. For a brief 
moment, he had wondered if the 
whole deal was legitimate. He 
convinced himself it was, in fact, 
the real thing.

“There was no doubt it was 

real,” he did say. “Look at the sig-
natures. It would have taken a lot 
of trouble to fake it. I would’ve 
gone crazy had it been an 
Alabama ball.”

Keller wondered how and why 
the ball had ended up in a thrift 
store. That is a question for the 
ages.

The Vols were coming off a 
series of winning seasons start-
ing in 1965, with big wins, nation-
al rankings, bowl games, and two 
SEC titles over that time frame.

They had defeated Penn State 
for the second time in as many 
years in the stadium’s first night 
game. Vol defenders allowed only 
100 points over the 12-game 
schedule, including back-to-back 
shutouts at Georgia (14-0) and 
at home against Ole Miss (17-0).

The season concluded with 
a 24-17 victory over LSU in the 
Astro-Bluebonnet Bowl, played at 
Houston’s Astrodome. The crowd 
was nearly split equally in its loy-
alties and was involved in the 
game from start to finish.

Holloway, then a sophomore, 
had dazzled Vol partisans from 
season’s start to finish. The team 
finished 10-2 and No. 8 nation-
ally. Two close losses to Auburn 
(10-6) and Alabama (17-10) kept 
the season from being even more 
magical than it was.

Holloway and Eddie Brown were 
two of the main names among 
the nearly 40 players whose 
names were easily identifiable, 
while Battle and assistants Gary 
Wyant, Bob Davis, Ray Trail, Jim 
Wright, Lide Huggins, Tim Priest, 
Wayne Stiles, and Clifton Stewart 
were among the coaches.

Keller said he enjoyed rummag-
ing through “stuff” at estate and 
antique sales. He was “fascinat-
ed” with his find, recalling that his 
college roommate had been from 
Clarksville.

“I had always respected 
Tennessee,” he said. “They were 
always our biggest rival, some-
times even more than Auburn.”

On Keller’s trip, the high-
light was an orange and white 
Tennessee autographed football 
found at a thrift store in the heart 
of north Florida. The pigskin 
caught Jim’s attention, allowing 
him to make an important dis-
covery. The experience of being 
a fan and a collector is definitely 
something special. Jim Keller can 
attest to how special it can be.

An autographed orange and white football found in a north Florida thrift store

Roadrunners Coach 
Mark Andrews put together 
a championship season in 
the YAC 10-under division 
this year, despite losing 
players he had in 2022.

“We lost seven to eight 
starters off of our previ-
ous team to (Powell) the 
defending champs in the 
YAC League at this particu-
lar age group and like nine 
to 10 players overall,” said 
Andrews. “We had a total of 
25 players this year. Nine of 
them were 9-year olds and 
four to five were first year 
players at 10-years old!”

Still, the Roadrunners 
posted a 10-0 record after 
defeating Farragut 25-0 in 
the championship game. 
They were led by a stifling 

defense which only allowed 
one touchdown all season, 
including league play and 
the playoffs.

“What I was most proud 
of was how the less expe-
rienced players developed 
and how our leaders stayed 
the course and led the 
way,” said Andrews. “They 
believed in one another 
and most importantly they 
believed in their selves.”

Andrews’ team didn’t 
play in the Atlanta League 
this season due to joining 
YAC and playing league 
games on Saturdays.

Andrews also said his 
team didn’t do any travel-
ing this year due to a lack 
of experience with travel 
games.

2023 MAC AND YAC FOOTBALL

‘Stifling defense’ leads Roadrunners to 10U title

10U Champs Roadrunners

an honor to be his coach.”
The 5-10, 155-pound Taylor 

played soccer his first two years in 
high school and joined the football 
team halfway through his sopho-
more year, Hughes pointed out, 
so his experience as a kicker and 
punter is just budding. He added 
that Owen has a 4.0 GPA and does 
a lot of community service.

Taylor’s statistics overall are as 
good as a punt that is downed at 
the 1-yard line.

Six out of nine of his onside 
kicks were recovered by the Red 
Devils. That’s a surprisingly high 
rate of success.

Owen may have missed one 
PAT, but he was 10 for 10 in field 
goals.

His other regular season stats 
included a 45.1-yard average on 
27 punts, with his longest being 
63 yards.

Kicking-wise, 29 of his kickoffs 

were touchbacks. His longest FG 
was 49 yards.

In addition to that one missed 
extra-point kick, he had one 
blocked, so he finished 40 for 42.

Counting PATs and FGs, he 
totaled 70 points.

“Owen had a special experience 
in Nashville,” said Coach Hughes. 
“We all really didn’t know what to 
think, didn’t know if he was going 
to win, but it was all a first-class 
experience and he was just so 
excited to represent his team, 
school, community, and his family.

“He is still listening to several 
schools, but he wants to go to avi-
ation school if possible,” added 
Hughes. “He is going to have the 
opportunity to continue his career 
and I can’t wait to see him take 
the next step as a football player.”

Halls’ Ian O’Connor received the 
TSSAA Mr. Kicker award in 2002 
and went on to play at Marshall 
University.

OWEN TAYLOR
Continued from page 1
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By Ken Lay
Despite seeing his team 

notch a double-digit victo-
ry over a formidable oppo-
nent and keep both its 
long winning streak and 
perfect record intact, long-
time Fulton High School 
boys basketball coach 
Jody Wright was far from 
content.

“We’re not playing nearly 
as well as we’re playing 
right now,” Wright said 
after the Falcons withstood 
a late comeback attempt 
from Farragut to nab a 
64-54 victory over the 
Admirals Tuesday night at 
Jody Wright Arena. “We’ve 
got a lot of stuff that we 
need to clean up.”

With the victory, Fulton, 
the defending Class 3A 
State Champion, improved 
to 7-0 on the season and 
won its 25th consecutive 
game.

But Wright was disap-
pointed with his team’s 
defense.

“Right now, we’re relying 
on our scoring and that’s a 
dangerous way to think,” he 
said. “But let me say this, 
Farragut is a very good bas-
ketball team and Coach 
(J.P.) Burris has done a 
good job with them. They’re 
athletic and they have good 
shooters. They’re a heck of 
a basketball team.

“But we’ve got to get 
better defensively. We’re 
relying on our ability to 
score.”

Fulton opened the game 
with a surge and led 21-16 
by the end of the first quar-
ter, but the Admirals would 
hang around as the team 
slugged through an evenly 
matched second stanza, 
where both squads scored 
12 points, and Fulton led 
33-28 at halftime.

After the break, Fulton 
pulled away a bit and was 
able to create some sepa-
ration between itself and 
the Admirals. The Falcons 
opened the 48-39 advan-
tage it enjoyed heading 
into the fourth frame when 

senior guard Taj Kimber 
buried a shot to end the 
quarter.

The Falcons opened the 
fourth quarter with a flour-
ish as Kimber’s bucket 
made it 50-39 and helped 
Fulton eventually open a 
54-42 lead when Derrick 
Smith converted an old-
fashioned three-point play 
with 5:30 to play.

The Falcons led 56-44 
before Farragut, with a little 
help from Fulton, pulled to 
within 56-49 when Aiden 
VanAcker knocked down a 
shot with 2:30 remaining.

“We had too many turn-
overs late in the game,” 
Wright said after his team 
defeated the Admirals 

for the second time this 
season.

Fulton defeated the 
Admirals (3-5) in the 
RecruitMe Thanksgiving 
Classic at Farragut on Nov. 
25.

On Tuesday, Fulton 
boasted a balanced offen-
sive attack as post player 
Tyler Lee led the way with 
a game-high 20 points, 
knocking down a pair of 
3-pointers. Kimber added 
16 points, while Smith and 
Dexter Lewis finished with 
12 points each.

Dom VanAcker and 
Berkley Naro scored 14 
apiece for the Admirals and 
Aiden VanAcker had 13.

- HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL -

By Ken Lay

Defense and rebounds 
were the key ingredients 
in a recipe that spelled 
victory for the Farragut 
High School girls basket-
ball team Tuesday night.

It was a good thing for 
the Lady Admirals that 
their defense traveled 
and that they were able 
to crash the boards, and 
particularly crash the 
offensive glass.

“We did a good job on 
the offensive boards, 
but we certainly gave 
ourselves plenty of 
chances to get offen-
sive rebounds,” Farragut 
coach Jason Mayfield 
said after the Lady 
Admirals routed Fulton 
52-25 Tuesday at Jody 
Wright Arena. “We’ve got 
to make shots. I looked 
at it and we shot 22 per-
cent on our two-pointers.

“We shot 30 percent 
on our three-pointers and 
that’s a little better, and 
I was surprised that it 
was actually that good. A 
lot of that had to do with 
Fulton because they’re 
athletic and they’re long, 
but we’ve got to make 
shots. We had 17 offen-
sive rebounds and our 
rebounding was pretty 

well spread out.”
The Lady Admirals 

(5-3) endured their share 
of offensive struggles 
out of the gate but they 
still had enough fire-
power to hold a slim 9-6 
edge at the end of the 
first quarter. They tripled 
their offensive produc-
tion in the second stanza 
as they outscored the 
Lady Falcons 18-9 in the 
second frame.

Defensively, Farragut 
was particularly stingy in 
the second half as the 
Lady Admirals surren-
dered just 10 points after 
the break, and gave up 
just three points over the 
final eight minutes of the 
contest.

“We did a good job 
defensively,” Mayfield 
said.

Despite their shooting 
woes, the Lady Admirals 
had three players post 
double figures in the 
scoring column. Jaci 
Neubert led the way with 
14 points, while Annie 
Priest and Lilly Mullins 
added 10 points each.

K.J. McNealy had 12 
rebounds for Farragut.

Farragut's Tony Spadafora brings the ball into the frontcourt Tuesday night as Fulton's 
Derrick Smith defends in the Falcons 64-54 win at home at Jody Wright Arena.

Falcons hold off Farragut 
at Jody Wright Arena

Lady Admirals 
notch big win 
at Fulton

By Mark Nagi

Last week the College 
Football Playoff Committee 
picked the four teams that 
will take part in the play-
off. 13-0 Big Ten champi-
on Michigan and 13-0 Pac 
12 champion Washington 
were no brainers. 12-1 
Texas won the Big 12 and 
got in as well.

It came down to a choice 
between 13-0 ACC cham-
pion and 12-1 SEC cham-
pion Alabama. Never in the 
ten-year history of the CFB 
playoff had an undefeated 
Power 5 conference cham-
pion been left out.

Until now.
The committee in their 

infinite wisdom chose to 
put the Crimson Tide in 
the playoff and keep the 
Seminoles from having 
a chance at playing for a 
national championship.

As expected, the out-
rage machine on the tele-
vision and radio talk shows. 

Twitter was its typical 
dumpster fire. Arguments 
back and forth constantly.

Florida State lost their 
quarterback, Jordan Travis, 
to injury a couple of weeks 
ago. Since then, they have 
gone 3-0 with wins at rival 
Florida and over Louisville 
in the ACC title game. The 
Seminoles offense was 
down to a third-string QB for 
the win over the Cardinals.

The committee, for some 
reason, considers key inju-
ries when picking play-
off teams. They chose 
to ignore how the injury 
to Travis didn’t stop the 
Seminoles from winning. 
The FSU defense is legit, 
with NFL talent all over 
the place. But the injury to 
Travis gave the committee 
just enough of an excuse 
to keep Florida State out 
and promote the SEC 
champions.

Is FSU as good today as 
they were before the Travis 

injury? Of course not. Does 
this mean that they can’t 
beat any of the other teams 
in the playoffs? Of course 
not.

And there’s the biggest 
problem with this entire 
thing. You can have any 
opinion you want on the 
topic, but the truth is that 
the committee chose to 
favor what they think might 
happen in some hypotheti-
cal, make-believe matchup 
over what they have seen 
with their own eyes.

I saw Florida State do 
everything they have been 
asked to do. They’ve won 
every game. They went 2-0 
against SEC teams (LSU, 
Florida) and 3-0 against 
ranked opponents. I also 
saw Alabama struggle 
against mediocre oppo-
nents like South Florida, 
Texas A&M and Arkansas, 
and needed a miracle (and 
awful defense) to escape 
6-6 Auburn with a win — the 

same Auburn team that got 
smoked the previous week 
against New Mexico State.

But the committee chose 
to ignore all those facts and 
concentrate on Alabama’s 
win in the SEC title game 
against Georgia.

Last year the commit-
tee did everything they 
could to get Alabama into 
the playoff. They ranked 
them ahead of Tennessee, 
despite the facts that 
Tennessee beat Alabama, 
that Tennessee beat the 
same LSU team that beat 
Alabama, and the fact that 
Tennessee’s strength of 
schedule was better.

Instead, the committee 
centered their choice on 
the season-ending injury to 
Vols quarterback Hendon 
Hooker, ignoring how 
backup Joe Milton fared as 
his replacement. Alabama 
finished ranked fifth, with 
Tennessee sixth.

The CFB playof f 

committee says that they 
are trying to get the “best” 
four teams in the playoff. 
That’s fine and good to 
say, but what constitutes 
“best?” It is a continually 
moving term for them, and 
something they’ve never 
really done in the past. They 
are now basically saying 
that they’ll go with the team 
that would be favored in a 
pretend meeting.

That’s fine… but aren’t 
we forgetting that you actu-
ally have to play the game? 
Upsets happen all the time. 
Washington was a huge 
underdog but beat Oregon. 
Alabama was the underdog 
and beat Georgia. If this is 
the way they are picking 
teams, then why are they 
even playing the games? 
Just let the folks in the 
big, shiny buildings in the 
Nevada desert tell us which 
team they think would win 
and go from there.

Another part of this 

equation (and there are 
many) involves Alabama. If 
the situation was reversed, 
and Alabama’s quarter-
back was hurt before the 
SEC title game, there is no 
chance that the Crimson 
Tide would be left out of 
the playoff. None.

The influence that 
Alabama head coach Nick 
Saban has over the sport 
should not be discounted. 
The committee chose to 
keep him happy.

I’ll accept that this was 
a tough call for the com-
mittee, and next year the 
decisions won’t be as tough 
thanks to the expansion of 
the playoff to 12 teams.

But in the final year of 
this deeply flawed four-
team system, the commit-
tee gave us a deeply flawed 
decision.

I feel terrible for the 
Florida State kids because 
the adults in the room got 
it wrong.

The College Football Playoff Committee Failed

By Steve Williams

It wasn’t a surprise to 
many to see Justin Long 
fill the head football coach-
ing position at Fulton High 
School.

He went to high school at 
FHS, played for the Falcons 
and was a longtime assis-
tant coach and then offen-
sive coordinator at his alma 
mater.

Ful ton announced 
Thursday that Long was the 
school’s new head coach. 
The position opened when 
Jeff McMillan stepped 
down in November.

Long had left Fulton and 
taken the Grace Christian 
Academy head job in 2021.

Thursday was an emo-
tional, yet exciting day for 
Long.

“I will be at Grace until 
Christmas break and will 
start at Fulton in January,” 
said Long Friday. “I am excit-
ed to be at a program that 
has the history and tradi-
tion that Fulton has. Grace 
gave me my first oppor-
tunity as a Head Coach. I 
will always be thankful for 
that.”

Long met with the GCA 
players first Thursday after-
noon and then the Fulton 
squad just a little later.

He said leaving Grace 
Christian was very difficult 
and emotional. At Fulton, 

he said the challenge 
ahead was exciting.

Fulton’s program has 
slipped since Rob Black 
resigned after the 2021 
season. The Falcons were 
4-7 in 2022 and 2-9 this 
past season, and haven’t 
gone beyond the second 
round in the playoffs since 
2016.

Long played on Fulton’s 
first state championship 
team in 2003. He was on 
the Falcons’ coaching staff 
when they won state titles 
in 2012, 2013 and 2014.

In Long’s three seasons 
at GCA, the Eagles were 1-8 
in 2021, 4-7 in 2022 and 
3-7 this fall.

Fu l ton  E xe cu t i ve 
Principal Seth Smith said: 
“The future of Fulton foot-
ball is in great hands with 
Justin Long taking over our 
program. As a former player 
and coach, he understands 
the significance of being 
the head coach at Fulton. 
I am beyond thrilled that 
Justin is coming home and 
I’m looking forward to the 
impact he will have on the 
school and community.”

Said Fulton AD Jody 
Wright: “Justin is a high 
character man who has 
always represented our 
school and community 
well.”

Long is looking forward to the challenge at Fulton

Justin Long, when he was on the Fulton coaching staff ear-
lier in his career, will be going back to his alma mater as 
the Falcons' 14th head coach in school history.
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