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Adam Thompson running for District 8 Commission Seat

By Ken Lay

Adam Thompson is run-
ning for Knox County Com-
mission. He's thought of
throwing his hat in the ring
in the past.

But now, he said that
the time is right to run for
office.

“I've contemplated run-
ning before, but with Richie
(Beeler) not running for

re-election, and not having
an incumbent now is the
right time,” said Thomp-
son, a lifelong resident
of District 8. “I'm running
to give the people of Dis-
trict 8 and the people in
Knox County, in general, a
voice.”

Thompson is one of
four candidates seeking
to replace Beeler. He's

Snow Day

By Focus Staff

Before the thaw began this week,
Focus staff shared memories of their

Snow Days of yore.

My Dad was

keeping us safe.

opposing Republicans D. J.
Corcoran and Kara Daley.
Democrat Charles Chan-
dler is also bidding for the
District 8 seat on the com-
mission.

Thompson is a graduate
of Gibbs High School and a
sixth-generation farmer in
Corryton. He attended the
University of Tennessee,
where he earned a degree

in Animal Science.

District 8 is the largest
district geographically in
Knox County and includes
voting precincts in deep
North, Northeast and East
Knox County.

“District 8 is unique.
It's the largest in Knox
County,” said Thompson,
42, who attended Corry-
ton Elementary School and

Memories

Holston Middle School.
“The people have a ‘can-
do’ attitude and they look
after their own.

“We’re concerned about
a lot of the same issues.
We can be rivals on a
Friday night, but we also
come together.”

If elected, he will prior-
itize the land use issue

—_Continue on page 2

A Fun, Carefree Time in
North Knoxville

My family did the regular things —
making snow angels, building a snow-
man, having snowball fights. There
was a big ridge across from where

a worrier in bad Sadie Mae.
weather, I'm sure because he felt - Ruthie Akers, Focus Office
the responsibility of providing and i
I'am a lot like him - Cocooning in 2024

now. That comes with responsibility
| guess. But my Momma was much
like us kids. She loved the snow! After
we’d all play outside she would pop
popcorn in a cast iron skillet. She’d
make homemade snow-cream and
homemade hot chocolate with real
cream and real sugar. It was wonder-

For Focus Senior Writer Mike Steely,
last week’s weather was certainly
memorable!

Tuesday morning | found the canvas
garage that sheltered my Yukon had
collapsed with the weight of the snow,
ripping the canvas and breaking the

| grew up and my brothers (not me)
would always go sledding for HOURS

on ole tire inner tubes.

full I have cherished memories!
| love making new memories now
with my hubby Burton and our pup
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Election commission
approves ballot,
hears of lawsuit

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The five members of
the Knox County Election
Commission have a lot on
their plates with the huge
county, state and feder-
al elections looming this
year.

The three Republicans
and two Democrats met
earlier this month and
heard everything from
UT students and staff
requests for a polling
location on campus to a
lawsuit filed against the
election commission by a
former candidate.

The commission also
voted to certify the exist-
ing list of candidates for
both primaries in March.
The West Knox Republi-
can Party had asked that
Garrett Holt not be permit-
ted to run for county com-
mission District 4, charg-
ing that Holt is a “liberal
Democrat.” That charge
was not discussed and
Director Chris Davis told
The Focus the Tennes-
see Republican Party had
approved Holt’s candida-
cy.

Davis told the meeting
that Knox County election

anl o

frame. That was frustrating and, aside E
from pulling the SUV out, it was too .
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Winterplace, West Virginia,

From left: David Klein and his father, Alb

ert, skied at
the first weekend of January

2024. Sadie Mae and Burton Akers return to the warmth
of the house after an outing in the yard last week. Contrib-
uting photographer Barry Houchin shared a picture of the
cheery birdhouse in his wife’s garden as the snow began to

fall again last week.

See this week’s Sports and Recreation, Section C this week
for area coaches’ fond winter memories!

Kingston Pike Connections gets more city funds

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The Knoxville City Coun-
cil is poised to add addi-
tional funding to the Kings-
ton Pike Connections Proj-
ect when it meets Tuesday
evening.

The project includes
building bike lanes, a new
sidewalk, drainage, curbs
and gutters, and some wid-
ening, lighting and signal
modifications. The work
stretches along the south
side of the street from
Wesley Road to Golf Club
Road and along the west
side of Golf Club Road to
the Messiah Lutheran
Church driveway. The idea
is to create connections for
bicyclists and pedestrians
to travel.

Call the remodeling professionals! From handyman projects fo major renovatfions, we can do if!

ARMSTRON
REMODELIN

865-315-0630

Licensed, Bonded
& Insured
FREE ESTIMATES

The council may vote to
add $93,727 to bring the
contract with Southern
Constructors Inc. to $2.3
million. A similar contract
adjustment with John-
son, Mirmiran & Thomp-
son Inc. for the construc-
tion and engineering of the
project is on the agenda
boosting that agreement
to $293,852. In both con-
tract amendments, the
date of completion may be
extended.

In zonings and hous-
ing resolutions, the coun-
cil will hear appeals from
John Holmes and Daniel
Sanders. Holmes wants a
22-bedroom duplex desig-
nated as an “Independent
Living Facility” and not
a “Two Family dwelling.”
He’s appealing a zoning

Water Damage < Drywall + Additions « Wall Moving < Flooring < Kitchens

Bathrooms * Masonry « Carpentry * Decks * Fences * Plumbing * And more!

administrator’s opinion.
Sanders speaks for the
Oak Knoll Homeowners
Association in appealing
a Board of Zoning Appeals
decision for a variance.
Scott Buroff wants to
increase the front setback
at 5660 Lyons View Pike
from 84.9 feet to 213 feet.
The council will con-
sider changes to the city
code regarding accesso-
ry dwelling standards and
closing portions of Layden
Drive, Bonnyman Drive and
Reed Street. A lot at 2812
Merchant Drive may be
changed from Low-Density
Residential/Neighborhood
Commercial to Residential.
In other action, the coun-
cil may approve an agree-
ment for a study and
design for the Broadway

Accelerated Bus Corridor
project for $1.3 million and
revise an agreement for
$1.5 million for low-income
housing for senior citizens.

The Knoxville Police
Department is asking that
Larry M. (Mike) Patty be
hired part-time to oversee
the Wellness Program and
be a police representa-
tive on the Mental Health
Forum.

Kentucky Oil Refining
may be hired as the bulk
fuel provider for the Fleet
Service Department for
one year for $4 million.

Ellie Kittrell may be
approved to the Communi-
ty Health Council and Clau-
dio Gomez and Oren Yar-
brough reappointed and
Joe Tolbert Jr. appointed to
the Public Arts Committee.

Loaded, AWD 524,950

tag and title. WAC. Dealer retains all

720 Honda Pilot EX-L Loaded, Local trade $28,590
21 Toyota Rav4 ud, Hybrid, AWD, 40mpg $36,840
19 Ford F-150 SVT Raptor Lol trade $53,990
21 Ford Escape Titanium, Hybrid, 40mpg! $29,990
2021 Ford Transit 15-passenger van
2021 KIA Seltos s model,

Prices include $399 dock fee. Plus tax,

bates. Restrictions may apply. See Dealer
for details. Prices good through next week.

$49,880
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From a distance

By John ] Duncan Jr.
duncanj@knoxfocus.com

Reprinted from
The Knoxville Focus,
April 25, 2023

When my fellow Focus
columnist, Tom Mattingly,
wrote recently about Ben
Byrd, the longtime sports
editor for the Knoxville
Journal, it brought back
some memories for me,
too.

| knew Ben well from
being around so many
Knoxville sports events and
also because | worked full-
time as a reporter for the
Journal during my senior
year at UT, 1968-69.

For younger readers and

the many thousands who
have moved here since the
‘90s, the Knoxville Jour-
nal was our morning daily
newspaper. It closed in
1991.

Ben Byrd was named
Tennessee’s Sportswriter
of the Year five times and
worked at the Journal from
1947 until it closed.

He was always nice to
me and seemed to like
(and be liked by) almost
everybody. However, one
man he did not like was
Indiana basketball coach
Bobby Knight.

| saw this firsthand at a
UT basketball banquet at
which Knight was the fea-
tured speaker. | had been
invited to present an award
atthe banquet and my late
wife and | sat at the head
table next to Ben Byrd and
his wife.

Bobby Knight was bas-
ketball’s version of Donald
Trump, and that night his
speech was a colorful,
lengthy, and sometimes

The Knoxville FOcuUs

Ben Byrd Did Not Like Bobby Knight

obscene blast at the
media.

Ben was clearly disgust-
ed. | could tell because he
shook his head a couple of
times and made a critical
comment or two to me.

At the end of Coach
Knight’s speech, everyone
stood to give him a stand-
ing ovation. Ben and his
wife remained seated.

The next morning Ben
wrote a story about the
event telling which play-
ers got awards and about
some of the comments
made and stories told.

He did not mention
Knight in his article until
the very last paragraph. My
memory of what he wrote is
as follows:

“The featured speaker
for last night’'s dinner was
Indiana basketball coach,
Bobby Knight. It is unfor-
tunate that the high cali-
ber of speakers at previous
basketball banquets was
not reached by last night’s
performance.”

When | was a boy and
not yet old enough to get
hourly-pay jobs, | sold pro-
grams at UT football games
and popcorn and Cokes at
the basketball games.

When | was 12, | saw
Tennessee play West Vir-
ginia in a basketball game
on Dec. 29, 1959. Jerry
West wore number 44 for
West Virginia and scored
44 points.

His team was behind
41 to 37 at halftime, but
came back to win 76-72.
The Knoxville Journal the
next morning reported it
this way:

“The old basketball
maxim that one man can’t
beat you holds up 99 times
out of 100. Last night was
that 100th time. Make
no mistake about it. Jerry
West IS West Virginia. He
is unstoppable...impres-
sive as they are, the sta-
tistics still do not tell the
full story. You have to see
this boy to appreciate him.”

West that night hit 17 for

Some Random Thoughts

Nikki Haley
is trying to beat
Kamala Harris to
become the first
Asian-American
president. She
had better hope
that Biden lives

resign or be fired.
The chief of staff
to the controller
at the Pentagon
also called for a
ceasefire. The
Wall Street Jour-
nal reports that

out his term.

“Elite” college
campuses are
not the only places inhibit-
ed by the pro-Hamas crowd.
It seems that the “progres-
sives” in Washington gov-
ernment jobs have been
infected as well. Did you see
where 17 Biden campaign
staffers anonymously wrote
a letter opposing his stand
on the Israeli-Hamas war?
The staffers called for an
immediate ceasefire and an
end to military aid to Israel.
Obviously, this is a bunch of
cowards or else they would
have penned their names to
the letter and they should

By Dr. Harold A. Black
blackh@knoxfocus.com
haroldblackphd.com

500 appointees
and staff from 40
agencies, includ-
ing the National
Security Council and the
Justice Department, have
sent Biden a letter demand-
ing a cease-fire and “de-
escalation” between Israel
and Hamas. Also, more than
1,000 employees at the
U.S. Agency for Internation-
al Development have signed
a similar letter. Members of
the State Department also
objected to the administra-
tion’s policies. Then there
were the gutless congres-
sional staffers on the Capi-
tol steps wearing masks to
express their displeasure.

Celebrating 70
years of Serviee,
Vependability, Smooth

One minor official in the
Department of Education
did resign over the admin-
istration’s stance in the war
as did one in the Depart-
ment of Education. All the
rest should do the same.

Is it just me? | am tired of
every article on race, DEI,
and Critical Race Theory
saying “after the Killing of
George Floyd.” | bet if young
people were asked who is
the most prominent black
person in American history,
they would answer George
Floyd.

This year’s college foot-
ball playoffs featured two
teams from the Big Ten
(Michigan and Washington)
and two from the SEC (Ala-
bama and Texas). | have
no doubt that Washing-
ton and Oregon will contin-
ue to thrive in the Big “10”
but have my doubts about
USC and UCLA. But it will be

FARRAGUT

10730 Kingston Pike
865-966-0425

MARYVILLE

723 S Foothills Plaza
865-983-0741

HARDIN VALLEY

10838 Hardin Valley Rd

Rides and Our Price

Mafteh Gvarantee!

865-248-2340
LENOIR CITY

1301 Hwy 321 N
865-986-6533

ATHENS

201 S Congress Pkwy
423-744-9828

WWW.MATLOCKTIRESERVICE.COM

interesting to see how Texas
and Oklahoma will fare with
an SEC schedule.

Claudine Gay, forced out
as Harvard’s president, says
that her ouster was due to
racism and was an attack
on the “pillars of American
society”. She refuses to
acknowledge the obvious
- that her elevation to Har-
vard’s presidency was due
to her race, gender and pro-
gressivism. As to the attack
on the “pillars of American
society,” she is referring to
the education establish-
ment. Yet given the rot at
the core of American edu-
cation as evidenced by the
student pro-Hamas pro-
tests, abuse of DEl, Critical
Race Theory and LGBTQ
indoctrination, it needs to
be attacked. She obviously
is not going quietly but her
whining is tiresome.

Predictably, the

25 from the field (68 per-
cent), 10 of 11 free throws,
and had 12 rebounds. It
was a game | have never
forgotten.

Another impressive
player | saw in person was
Pete Maravich when Ten-
nessee played LSU. He
averaged 44.2 points a
game during his college
career and had an amaz-
ing 28 games in which he
scored 50 points or more.
What makes all this even
more amazing is there was
no such thing as a three-
point shot at that time.

| got to go with my father
and brother to an NCAA
Final Four Championship
game at the University of
Maryland in 1966.

That game has gone
down in history because
it was the first time an all
black team, Texas Western,
played and all white team,
Kentucky, for that cham-
pionship. The Texas team
beat the Kentucky team
coached by the legendary

“everything is racist” crowd
of grifters said that her res-
ignation was because of her
race when her rapid rise to
become Harvard’s presi-
dent was due to her race.
A white male with the same
resume would never even
get an interview.

When did we get the man-
date to call illegal immi-
grants illegal? Now they are
just “migrants.”

Post George Floyd, the
Oracle Who Names Stuff dic-
tated that we now capitalize
“pblack” but not “white.” The
rebels out there respond-
ed by starting to capitalize
“white.” Obviously, a bunch
of racists. Me? | refuse to
capitalize either unless it's
my name.

A climate scientist (Willie
Soon) has confirmed what |
have been saying for years

January 22, 2024

Adolph Rupp by a score of
72-65.

Four years later, Boyd-
son Baird, the longtime
Maryville College coach
and athletic director, let me
g0 with him to see another
Final Four Championship
game at the University of
Maryland.

UCLA was led by Lew
Alcindor, who later became
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, and
Jacksonville State was led
by Artis Gilmore. UCLA won
the game 80-69.

I thought | knew quite a
bit about basketball until |
sat with Coach Baird that
night. He pointed out little
things to me that | never
would have noticed. More
importantly, he was just a
really nice man.

If you want to read about
the complete opposite of
these great players, look
up the March 13, 2021
issue of The Knoxville
Focus and the column |
wrote entitled “My Pitiful
Basketball Career.”

that climate change is due
to the sun’s axial tilt and
not from carbon dioxide. |
have said that we got global
warming when the ice age
ended and there were no
automobiles or weed eaters
then.

I've also said that if the
fossil fuel energy compa-
nies had put the first wind
turbines the Save the World
crowd would have wanted
them banned given how
many migratory birds were
being killed. Now the wind
farm contractors are admit-
ting that the sea-based
turbines are killing all the
whales and dolphins that
are dying in their vicinity. Yet
not a peep from the green
crusaders.

If systemic racism is due
to the government, | might
be in favor of reparations.
More on that later.

Adam Thompson running for
District 8 Commission Seat

Cont. frompage 1

and noted that as develop-
ment expands, in the area,
it must be responsible and
respectful.

“Land use is the No. 1
and No. 2 issue. We have
a lot of rural undeveloped
land and we're next to the
county line, so we're about
as deep in the county as
you can get,” Thompson
said. “Development has
to be responsible and
respectful to the commu-
nity.”

Knox County is growing
exponentially and Thomp-
son views that as a posi-
tive, but said land must be
protected in some instanc-
es, saying that land must
be respected and some
things that the district has

had for years must stay in
place.

“We need to think about
the people who are already
here, and we want the
people who are coming to
enjoy those same things
that we already enjoy,” he
said.

He also noted that the
district features several
businesses and industries
that are unseen.

“We have a lot of indus-
try here that a lot of people
don’t see,” Thompson said.
“We may not have as many
brick and mortar business-
es, but we have a lot of
industry.”

Thompson also said that
support of education and
law enforcement will be pri-
orities for him.

“I'm not running for
school board, I'm running
for county commission,”
he said. “But I'll see that
we have a responsible
budget,” he said.

Thompson noted that
many educators and law
enforcement personnel
live in the district.

“l know people in law
enforcement. They are
my neighbors and my
friends,” he said. “They’re
the people that you have
dinner with and they're
the people that you see in
church on Sunday morning.

“Our educators in our
schools, like our law
enforcement officers, also
live here.”
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By Steve Hunley,
Publisher

publisher@knoxfocus.com

Idiotocracy:
The Beat Goes On

| appreciate all the many
comments received from
readers of last week’s
editorial about our new
“ldiotocracy.” We may
begin a new regular
feature whenever some
idiot reaches new heights
of idiocy. We already
have a new contender
for “ldiotocrat of the
Week.” Jamaal Bowman,
the fire alarm-pulling
congressman from New
York and the Squad’s token
male member deserves
that designation and is
almost certainly a prime
candidate for “ldiotocrat
of the Year.” Bowman
is pushing a bill to hold
the federal government
responsible for slavery at
a cost of $14 TRILLION
in proposed reparations.
Now, Bowman says that
can be accomplished
without raising a dime of
taxes. To quote Bowman:
“When COVID was
destroying us, we invested
inthe American people ina

way that kept the economy
afloat. The government
can invest the same way in
reparations without raising
taxes on anyone.”

“Where did the money
come from? We spent it
into existence,” Bowman
said. Evidently, the
congressman never got
over his uncle producing
a quarter out of his ear as
a child.

Bowman also insisted
the “incarcerated should
be able to vote.” *“And
| definitely think that
when they come out, they
should automatically be
enfranchised.”

Jamaal Bowman is not
only an idiot, but ignorant
as well. A school principal
before being elected to the
House of Representatives,
Bowman seems not
to realize the federal
government fought a civil
war over ending slavery.
Nor does he have any grasp
of economics, claiming our
country can spend money
into existence.

It is an idiotic idea,
sponsored by an idiot
and has earned Jamaal
Bowman the “ldiotocrat of
the Week” award. | doubt
it will be his last.

Good Job, Tim

On the other hand,
our congressman, Tim
Burchett, is reintroducing a
simple, yetimportant bill for
consideration by the U.S.
House of Representatives.
Burchett’s bill may be one
of the shortest bills to be
introduced in Congress

www.knoxfocus.com

Publisher’s Positions

thus far. The Burchett Bill
reads: “After the reading
of a bill title, the Clerk
shall read the estimated
cost, if any, of such bill as
determined by the Director
of the Congressional
Budget Office.” Law
requires the Congressional
Budget Office to estimate
the potential cost of any
legislation passed by the
House and Senate once it
has received the approval
of a committee.

The state legislature
similarly has an estimated
cost to bills being
considered in Nashville.
Requiring the Clerk of the
House of Representatives
to reveal the projected
cost of legislation can’t
hurt a thing, and nobody
would be able to say later
he/she didn’t know what it
was going to cost. | don’t
doubt for a moment some
of the price tags would
cause eyes to pop and, in
some instances, heads to
explode.

Our country is more
than $35 TRILLION in
debt as it stands and cost
matters. Statics indicate
the cost of that debt
equates to $101,288
per person in the country
and $264,090 for each
individual taxpayer. That’s
a good reminder there’s no
such thing as “free” stuff
from the government,
somebody pays for it.

Someone should ask that
genius Jamaal Bowman
why don’'t we spend the
debt out of existence. To
give him credit, he and his
fellow Squad members are

Rules changes, merit board on
county commission agenda

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer

steelym@knoxfocus.com

More than 8 inches of snow and below-
freezing temperatures forced the cancel-
lation of the Knox County Commission’s
work session and other meetings last
week. The commission will apparently
meet today and approve the majority of
the agenda as “consent” items but Chair-
woman Terry Hill has designated several
items for discussion and a vote. Individual
commissioners may also call for some of
the “consent” items to be discussed.

Attendance of meetings

The commissioners may discuss chang-
ing the attendance rules for all board and
committee members. Over the past few
years, attendance at some meetings,
including commission meetings, has fallen
off. The rule change, if passed, will require

members to attend at least 75 percent of
meetings over 12 months or they will be
asked to resign.

If a committee chair is unable to reach a
member that is absent, that member will
be considered to have resigned. That seat
would then be considered vacant.

“A member’s record of attendance shall
be considered with respect to renewal of a
board term or future assignment to a com-
mittee” states the proposal.

Anonymous
Correspondence

Last month Commissioner John Schoon-
maker mentioned letters and correspon-
dence being received by the commission
without a signature or the identity of the
sender given.

Anonymous correspondence protocol

Continue on page 4
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A new high efficiency heating & cooli
more affordable than you think with

NO MONEY DOWN & MONTHLY PAYMENTS AVAILABLE

through the TVA eScore Program.

Are you interested in reducing your
energy consumption by as much as

o] Al

ng system can be

can get significant energy savings.
Trane introduces the XV20i heating

40%? Well, the most effective way to
make that happen might come as
some surprise to you. It has nothing to
do with your car, or your light bulbs,
or any household appliance that you
might be thinking of ... getting a more
energy efficient heating & cooling
system is one of the best ways you

and cooling system with a 12-year
compressor warranty. It is, simply put,
one of the most energy efficient,
environmentally friendly heating and
cooling systems available. Contact
LB Chase Mechanical to leamn more
about how you can dramatically
reduce your heating costs today.

trying to spend it all.

Rachel Maddow:
What A Joke

Rachel Maddow,
the anchor of DNC/
NBC “News,” could be
the poster child for the
Idiocracy of the American
Left. Smugly self-
righteous, secure in her
self-righteousness and her
belief she is smarter than
just about everyone else
on the planet, Maddow
presumes to speak as if
she were the embodiment
of the spirit of the late
Walter Cronkite, an icon of
the news broadcast in the
United States. While Ms.
Maddow opines and talks
about “truth” and “lies” on
her own show, she wouldn’t
know the difference if
either were to run her over.
When she accused one
network of being the most
“obsequiously pro-Trump
right wing news outlet in
America” that was “paid
Russian propaganda,”
that same network filed
a lawsuit against her.
What's interesting about
that case is an Obama-
appointed judge dismissed
it, citing in her dismissal
Maddow’s audience, small
as it is, realizes her show
consists of mere opinion,
as well as “hyperbole”
and “exaggeration.” It
was an open recognition
that Rachel Maddow’s
broadcast is not news,
but rather a broadcast
to share her own leftist
views. Ms. Maddow is as
far from a journalist as the

Earth is from the foot of
God’s throne.

Antisemitism Is
Unamerican

The rise of antisemitism
in this country should be
highly disturbing to all
intelligent people. The
world has seen nothing
like it since the heinous
regime of Adolf Hitler and
the Nazis. Investor Leon
Cooperman, who has
donated tens of millions
of dollars to colleges and
universities, recently
said too many young
people have poop for
brains. That isn’t exactly
what he said, but you get
the idea. Cooperman
noticed some students
parading around with signs
proclaiming themselves to
be “Gays for Palestine,”
while likely having no clue
Israel is the only country
in the Middle East that
accepts gay people. Nor
do the students realize
Hamas spent its foreign
aid to build underground
tunnels, leaving their
people to suffer in filth
and poverty, while Israel
has spent foreign aid on
humanitarian programs.

It is utterly disgusting to
read a Holocaust memorial
has been vandalized - - -
twice in a matter of days.
The first incident was a
swastika, the symbol of
Hitler's Nazi Germany,
painted near the memorial.
In the second incident,
garbage was literally
strewn about the Horowitz-
Wasserman Holocaust
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Memorial Plaza.

When people forget
history, terrible things
happen to a civilized
society.

Stay Safe

With Knox County under
a heavy blanket of snow,
all of us here at The Focus
pray you and your family
have begun to emerge from
the awful cold unscathed.
We hope you remained
warm and endured no
more hardship than being
homebound.

Virtually everything
came to a standstill
with businesses and
government offices
unable to open, employees
stranded and unable to
report to work. Even the
Post Office seemed unable
to deliver mail to residents
for most of the week.
Knoxville hasn’'t seen
anything like this winter
storm since the blizzard of
1993, which dumped 14
inches of snow on Knox
County.

The terrible weather
has delayed the intended
opening of the Tennessee
General Assembly.
Legislators are supposed
to gather in Nashville
on Monday, January 22,
2024, although it may
still be problematic. We
must face one problem at
a time.

ONLINE ONLY
COMMERCIAL REAL
ESTATE AUCTIONS

6 COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES LOCATED IN
ANDERSON, KNOX AND ROANE COUNTIES

AUCTION 1 | BIDDING BEGINS TO CLOSE:
MONDAY, JANUARY 29TH AT 12PM-NOON (ET)

PROPERTY 1 | INDUSTRIAL LAND
3913 PAPERMILL DRIVE - KNOXVILLE, TN 37909

PROPERTY 2 | INDUSTRIAL LAND
108 UNION VALLEY ROAD - OAK RIDGE, TN 37830

AUCTION 2 | BIDDING BEGINS TO CLOSE:
TUESDAY, JANUARY 30TH AT 12PM-NOON (ET)

PROPERTY 3 | COMMERCIAL BUILDING
2715 SANDERSON ROAD - KNOXVILLE, TN 37921
OPEN HOUSE: WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24TH FROM 2-4PM

PROPERTY 4 | 4300 SF COMMERCIAL BUILDING
5611 MERCHANTS CENTER BLVD - KNOXVILLE, TN 37912
OPEN HOUSE: THURSDAY, JANUARY 25TH FROM 5-6PM

AUCTION 3 | BIDDING BEGINS TO CLOSE:
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31ST AT 12PM-NOON (ET)

PROPERTY 5 | 5700 SF COMMERCIAL BUILDING
3515 N BROADWAY STREET - KNOXVILLE, TN 37917
OPEN HOUSE: FRIDAY, JANUARY 26TH FROM 2-4PM

PROPERTY 6 | 8000 SF COMMERCIAL BUILDING
502 N ROANE STREET - HARRIMAN, TN 37748
OPEN HOUSE: MONDAY, JANUARY 29TH FROM 2-4PM

FOR MORE DETAILS, TERMS &
ONLINE BIDDING VISIT: www.powellauction.com

MECHANICAL

Expect more from your independent Trane dealer.

LB e (e65)428-4824

www.lbchase.com

=
& = TRANE
a ft's Hard To Stop A Trame

N 4
K
JECILN, AUCTION & REALTY, LLC

KENNY PHILLIPS, AUCTIONEER - Lic # 2385

POWEL

6729 PLEASANT RIDGE ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN 37921
865-938-3403
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cold to do any repairs.

We brought in the pro-
pane heaters, just in
case, and went to bed
after checking the ZERO
forecast, cutting off any
unneeded lights, and
waited for sleep by worry-
ing about waking up to no
heat.

By Thursday the Knox-
ville temperature climbed
up to almost 34 degrees
and the sun came out
briefly. The evening was
forecast for freezing rain
followed by snow and,
again, it was going to be
about 10 degrees outside.

I've got to praise KUB for
keeping the electricity flow-
ing and the city and county
for doing the best they
could on the streets. Our
street, however, stayed
frozen and slippery to a
point that some cars could
not use it safely.

Taking to the
Slopes

Focus writer David Klein
grew up in Knoxville and
still looks forward to snow
days any time they happen.

“I love sledding on snow
days and making snow-
men. I've been sledding
every day this week since
the snow started on MLK
Day. Love to ski as well on
powder days.

Klein fondly recalls
making a sled track and
ramp during the Blizzard
of 1993.

Riding a sled and
playing basketball
fill my Snow Day
memories

My favorite two Snhow
Day memories are riding
a sled in Clinton with my
brothers and friends and
playing basketball in the
Rec Hall gym downtown.

We lived at the bottom
of a dead end street with
the road going downhill
on the left and a hillside
of neighbors’ yards on the
right, where we would like
to build ramps to fly over.

As | got older, | remem-
ber going to some of the
biggest street hills in Clin-
ton to sled down at night,
with a bonfire burning at
the top of the hill to provide
light and keep you warm
after you made the climb
back up.

The Rec Hall gym would
be opened for us to play
by George Margrave or Mr.
Carden. The basketball
court was about two-thirds

A peaceful view from Focus writer Jamie Schnell’s home.

Snow Day Memories

The heavy snow was just too much for senior writer Mike Steely’s new canvas garage.
The roof fell with the weight onto the frame of the Yukon but did little damage. It was a
very unwelcomed surprise last week.

regulation size and the
only court to play on at
that time in the late 1960s
and the winter of 1970 (my
senior year).

We usually played
games with three or four
players on a team. While a
game was going on, other
teams would wait on the
side for their turn. If your
team won, you would say
“next!” If your team lost,
you had to get back in line.
Obviously, you wanted to
win and keep playing!

- Steve Williams

Sports Reporter, Columnist

Snowy Travels

Snow days are definitely
the most fun for the young
of heart! | remember many
snowmen constructed in
childhood — which gave
way to more ambitious
snow forts in later years.
Mom’s “snow cream” was
always a hit after changing
into dry clothes and finish-
ing off a mug of hot cocoa.

More recent memories
include being caught on
interstates during winter
blizzards while traveling to
Peoria, lllinois, or Jackson,
Tennessee, from Knoxuville.
Driving at a snail’'s pace
made it very easy to take
note of all the vehicles and
semis pulled into the medi-
ans and shoulders.

- Marianne Dedmon, Editor

Cherishing the
Stillness

Growing up on Long
Island, N.Y, | experienced
the magic of snow days.
The stillness and peace-
fulness accompanying
these special days remind
us to slow down in a fast
and ever-changing world
and appreciate the beauty

sl "

Judy Dedmon takes a break rom pulli

ol

ng Marianne and

Kenneth on a snowy Sewanee morning in the early 80s.

surrounding us. These
snow days allow me to
continue this magic by
creating more memories
with my family by photo-
graphing the snow-cov-
ered landscape and wild-
life, building snowmen and

snow angels, and sledding
together, followed by hot
chocolate and warm cud-
dles. | cherish this still-
ness and the opportunities
it brings to spend quality
time together.

- Jamie Schnell, Writer

CAROL AKERMAN, DPM
ELELTA HAILEMICHAEL, DPM
Podiatric Medicine and Surgery

, 2725 Asbury Rd.
Knoxville, TN 37914

FOOT PAIN?
Let us HELP!

865-329-3338

Call to schedule an appointment TODAY!
Hours - Monday through Thursday 8:30 - 5:00
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Council seeks
public input on
alternate response

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

If you are interested in
speaking to the city about
its mental health, sub-
stance abuse or home-
less policies you may want
to attend a public hearing
on “alternate response” on
Thursday at 6:30 p.m.

The Knoxville City Coun-
cil is inviting the public
to attend and voice opin-
ions and suggestions. The
meeting

Each speaker will be per-
mitted to comment for five
minutes and is asked to
address three questions:

- What is your experi-
ence with emergency ser-
vices related to mental
health, substance use,

and homelessness in Knox-
ville?

- What aspects of
these services need to
be improved in Knoxville,
and what opportunity do
you see for additional ser-
vices such as “alternative
response”?

- What is your organi-
zation’s capacity or inter-
est in improving existing
emergency services or
future potential alternative
response?

Those wishing to speak
should contact Will John-
son, city recorder at wjohn-
son@knoxvilletn.gov or by
calling 865-215-2075. The
first 25 registered to speak
will be confirmed before the
meeting.

Rules changes,
merit board on
commission agenda

Cont. frompage 1

will be discussed in a pos-
sible rule change or amend-
ment. The proposal calls for
any notification to be for-
warded as a copy to the
“proper authority.”

Abolishing the
EMS Cost Review
Board

Last year when the
county was asking for pro-
posals by companies to
provide ambulance service,
a cost review board was
appointed to review the
various proposals. Amer-
ican Medical Response
was eventually chosen to
continue service and the
board’s review played into
that selection.

“The new Ambulance
Service Contract which

Election

goes into effect on Febru-
ary 1, 2024, does not pro-
vide for the existence of
the EMS Medical Servic-
es Cost Review Board,” is
the proposed change rec-
ommended by the Knox
County Health Department.

Righttofilea
grievance

Current rules of the Knox
County Sheriff’s Office
Employees’ Merit System
limit the right of KCSO
employees to file a griev-
ance to any loss of pay
longer than three days. The
merit board is asking the
commission for a second
and final vote to permit
employees to file a com-
plaint about any suspen-
sion where there is a loss
of pay.

commission
approves bhallot,
hears of lawsuit

Cont. frompage 1

workers will simply ask
voters which primary they
wish to vote, noting there
is no statewide “bonified”
party membership. He said
that if anyone challenges a
voter in a party primary, the
decision would be made by
three election officials in
that precinct.

The commission
approved both parties’ pri-
mary ballots for March,
authorized two new pre-
cincts, and approved
appeals for several voters
who mistakenly checked
“felon” on their registra-
tion forms.

Davis told the commis-
sion of a lawsuit filed by
former candidate R. C.

Lawhorn against them in
an attempt to get the paper
ballots from his election to
be made available to the
public.

Davis said the lawsuit is
the firstin the eleven years
of his service there and that
the state requires the bal-
lots to be “Kept secure and
not for public inspection.”
The commission voted to
turn the lawsuit over to the
Knox County Law Depart-
ment.

The Knox County Election
Commission consists of
Administrator Davis, Chair-
man Hannah Hooper, Sec-
retary Julie Gautreau, Bob
Bowman, Eddie Smith and
Adronicus Thomas.

RST FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH
4301 Sevierville Pike, Knoxville, TN 37920
WORSHIP SERVICES

Sunday Morning 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening 7:00 p.m.

Pastor Perry K. Delk (865) 407-3086
Church Office (B65) 573-5171

§ HELP US GROW...

. IN JESUS NAME
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o weekly eolumn by
Dr. Jim Ferguson

Forecasting

Beware of false proph-
ets, which come to you
in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly they are ravenous
wolves. You will know them
for the fruit they produce.

Jesus Christ

Becky loves snow, and so
do . Since we're retired, we
were not inconvenienced
by the first snow of 2024.
We were prepared, but
that included a quick trip
to Kroger’'s after church
to pick up a few items;
and it seemed the rest of
Knoxville did as well. It is
my observation that snow-
prep includes the trinity of
bread, milk and hotdogs.

| was critical of the Knox
County school system’s
recent closure because of
a rain and wind forecast.
A well-connected friend
said that the administra-
tors were worried that wind
would blow the buses over.
Give me a break. It did rain,
but far more wind ema-
nates from OI' Joe. | wonder
if anyone has done a study
on the cost to businesses

Friends of Parrott-
Wood Memorial
Library looking for

and for childcare when
schools close.

It is difficult to predict
weather in the Tennessee
Valley. But it is hubris to
think that we understand
the climate, weather sys-
tems or can predict mother
nature. The ancient Greeks
thought that arrogant pride
(hubris) was the worst of
human sins. In fact, the
Greek tragedies were writ-
ten to portray the foibles
of man, and hopefully edu-
cate people to choose
virtue and avoid mistakes.

I'm not a meteorolo-
gist, but a forecaster
for the “storms” ahead.
A friend asked me why
the FAA (Federal Aviation
Administration) is recruit-
ing workers with “severe
intellectual disabilities,
psychiatric problems and
those with disabilities such
as paralysis or those with
missing extremities.” A
rational person can't under-
stand how an organization
that oversees American
aviation can promote such
DEl lunacy. Or why the

new members

The Friends of Parrott-Wood
Memorial Library (3133 W. Old
A.J. Hwy., Strawberry Plains) are
The
Friends are currently planning a

seeking new members.

library.

History Tour fundraiser in April.

If you are interested in volun-

teering to help support Parrott-

Wood Memorial Library, please
come to the Friends’ meeting on
January 23, 2024, at 10:00 a.m.
Please call (865)933-1311 for

more information.

The Friends of Parrott-Wood
Memorial Library are dedicat-
ed to assisting the library with

ing the community.

raising funds for enrichment pro-
grams for all ages, advocating for
library services, and volunteer-
ing for various projects for the

Roles of a Friends Group

Friends are citizens who value
the service of public libraries and
volunteer to help them. Friends
usually operate with a self-elect-
ed board of directors, represent-

Friends are kept informed of

__ Continue on page 2

Johns Hopkins Hospital
has a DEI Chief who dis-
parages “white people,
heterosexuals, men and
Christians.” She was forced
to recant, but the damage
was done. Their culture has
been revealed. This “fore-
caster” could never advise
a patient to go to Johns
Hopkins because such cul-
tural rot endangers patient
care. The modern trope - go
woke, go broke - says it for
me.

DEl is a tornado tearing
across America. It is in cor-
porate boardrooms, medi-
cine, government, sports,
academia and virtually all
aspects of our culture. DEI
stands for diversity, equity
and inclusion. However,
progressives have turned
diversity into a divi-
sive cudgel. Progressive
Democrats have made
equity an execrable policy.
Equity is a policy of man-
dated outcomes, rather
than equal opportunities
under Constitutional rule
of law. And lastly, tolerance
has become intolerance of
anyone who disagrees with
Democrats. Therefore, DEI
must “DIE” if America and
its ideals of freedom and
equality are to survive.

The ancient Chinese
general, Sun Tzu, main-
tained that you must know
your enemy. You may not
understand the mind-
set of a DEI loon, but you
should know about them.
DEl advocates are neo-
Marxists and of the same
stripe as ANTIFA, BLM and

the pro-Palestinian insur-
rectionists swarming the
White House or glueing
themselves to highways.

It's snowing as | write on
MLK Day. It's also the day
of the “Hawkeye-Cauci,”
as Rush Limbaugh used to
say. But I'm distracted by
the execrable Fani Willis,
Fulton County District
Attorney, one of the many
Democrat operatives using
law-fare against President
Trump to interfere with the
2024 election. This hack is
having an illicit affair with a
married attorney she hired
to prosecute Trump. And
when caught trysting, she
told her church congrega-
tion the criticism is racial.
Like Dr. King, | believe the
content of one’s character
is what’s important, not
skin color. This woman has
a dark heart.

The vast number of
Americans are good,
decent people, even if
they disagree on politics.
Unfortunately, there is a
small number of anti-Con-
stitutional subversives
who are already making
plans if President Trump is
reelected. If you doubt me,
read the NBC News arti-
cle of January 14, 2024
entitled “Fears grow that
Trump will use the mili-
tary...” I've previously writ-
ten of the dangerous times
in which we are living, and
especially the crisis period
between November 4th
and Inauguration January
2025. You should never
underestimate the danger

of hatred.

The climate change loons
make long range fore-
casts based on computer
models. I'm not a computer
expert like my son-in-law.
However, | do understand
the trope “junkin, junk out.”
In other words, the highly
suspect inputs in the com-
puter models have corrupt-
ed the models’ results. The
loons who follow climate
“scientists” Al-gore, Lurch
(aka John Kerry), barista
AOC and “neurodevelop-
mentally” impaired Greta
Thunberg, to block high-
ways, destroy art and howl
at the moon are clueless
and their forecasts should
be ignored.

So, with these disclaim-
ers, I'll venture my inter-
mediate range forecast
for 2024. OI' Joe is way
too old, demented and the
Progressive Democrat pol-
icies he’s rubber stamped
have been disasters. He
has no achievements to run
on and will step down after
pardoning Hunter and his
family of current and future
crimes. Pomade Newsom
will be the Democrat nomi-
nee in Chicago. Kamela is
toast, but don’t ask her for
toast recipes.

lowans have spoken
and President Trump tri-
umphed in the Hawkeye-
Cauci. Trump will be the
Republican nominee and
will be historically reelect-
ed as President. To para-
phrase the odious Maxine
Waters, 45 will historically
be 47. And anarchists and
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loons will become violent
when Trump is reelected.

There is a high risk of
attempted assassination,
but 47 will persevere as
he has done since he first
became a presidential
candidate. And because
Trump now understands
the enemy, the FBI, CIA, the
DO0J and the Deep State will
be reformed, justice will be
done and America will be
great again.

President Trump will
finish the wall and those
who broke the law will be
deported. We will become
energy independent again
because this is a national
security issue. Our econo-
my will recover with more
businessman-like per-
spectives and reforming
the entitlement mentali-
ty. The January 6 political
prisoners will be pardoned
and released. And we will
be safer in a hostile world
because our enemies will
again respect and fear us.

| was a pretty good doc in
my day and part of that was
prognostication. | may not
be as insightful as a fore-
caster of national affairs,
but I'm working, writing and
praying to hopefully make a
difference for my country,
kids and grandkids. Past
generations fought for me,
and now it’s OUR time to
stand in the gap and sup-
port President Trump, the
true leader.

You may email Dr. Ferguson at
Sfergusonj@knoxfocus.com

Parrott-Wood Memorial Library’s staff and director have been named Modern Woodmen of Amertcas
Hometown Heroes. Each employee has received a certificate and a $100 donation for the Friends Parrott-
Wood Memorial Library in his/her name. Sharon Redden, president of the friends group was very excited

to receive the checks on behalf of the Friends of the Library. Hometown Heroes from left to right: Ginger

ARE YOU
READY FOR
THE SUITE L ﬂ E?

Salon Studios av
starting at $200

C \SALON
K STUDIOS

(865) 389-1504

Spradlin, substitute and program helper; Jason Ray, substitute; Lisa Ebel, clerk II; Teresa Clark, clerk I;
and Donna Phillips, director.

ONLINE REAL ESTATE AUCTION

417 RIDGECREST ROAD | LUTTRELL, TN 37779

; 2 = e
BIDDING BEGINS TO CLOSE: THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1ST AT 12 NOON (ET)
OPEN HOUSE: TUESDAY, JANUARY 30TH 1ST FROM 2-4PM (ET)

Country setting home in the Luttrell community
Home to the former & popular Little Darlings store

Approx. 1972 SF home plus 16x26 building at rear of home
sitting on a large 1.17+/- acre lot

Detached 20x24 garage & 19x23 attached garage
Union County Parcel/Tax ID: 073 004.03

FOR MORE DETAILS & TERMS VISIT: www.powellauction.com
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-
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AUCTION & REALTY
KENNY PHILLIPS,

6729 PLEASANT RIDGE ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN 37921
865-938-3403

AUCTIONEER - Lic # 2385
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By Jadon Gibson

Was it a coincidence that the
Dakota tribe’s annuity payment
from the United States govern-
ment arrived on the day the
Dakota War, or Little Crow’s War,
began? In any event, it arrived
too late to stop the destruction
as Dakota attacks were already
set in motion.

The annuity payment was for
the Sioux or Dakota land, the sale
of which relegated the Indians to
a 20-mile-wide reservation along
the upper Minnesota River. The
Dakota was part of the Sioux.
The annuity payments had been
consistently late or non-existent
causing the Indians untold hard-
ship. Chief Little Crow was large-
ly responsible for the beginning
of the war which caused him to
lose much of his good standing
among his people.

The need for food was the
main cause of the Dakota War
of 1862. The Dakotas had sev-
eral early successes due to the
number of adversaries and the
advantage of surprise attacks
but it soon turned against the
Dakotas. Most Dakota fighters
surrendered soon after the Battle

Friends of Parrott-
Wood Memorial

The Knoxville FOCUsS

FROM THE MOUNTAINS BY JADON GIBSON

Chief Little Crow’s War part Three

of Wood Lake on September 26,
1862. They also released 269
captives to former Minnesota
Governor Col. Henry Sibley includ-
ing 162 mixed-bloods, some of
whom were descendants of
Dakota women. Little Crow avoid-
ed capture by fleeing to Canada.
Over three hundred Dakota
prisoners were brought before
military tribunals in early
December. They were convicted
of murder, rape and mayhem with
many of the trials lasting less
than five minutes. Most Indians
didn’t fully understand what was
happening nor were they repre-
sented by defense counsel.
Episcopal Bishop Henry
Whipple, who lobbied for the
reform of government policies
toward Native Americans, urged
President Abe Lincoln to offer
leniency. Minnesota Sen. Morton
Wilkinson and Gen. John Pope
told the president that “lenien-
cy would not be received well by
the settlers because of the atroc-
ities committed during the Indian
uprising.” President Lincoln
reviewed the trial records, desir-
ous of distinguishing between
those who engaged in warfare

against the United States and
those who committed crimes
against civilians.

“Private revenge will take the
place of the official sentence
if all 303 are not executed,”
Minnesota Governor Alexander
Ramsey wrote in a letter to the
president. “It would be wrong to
refuse this. More hangings would
result in a large electoral majority
in the election of 1864.”

“My conscience would not allow
me to hang men for the purpose
of gaining votes,” the president
replied before commuting the
death sentence of 264 prisoners.
An additional Indian, Tatemina,
was granted a reprieve therefore
he did not face the gallows.

A mass hanging of 38 Dakotas
was carried out on December 26,
1862, in Mankato, Minnesota, all
on a single platform. They were
led from their quarters blind-
folded and in single file. Their
hands were tied tightly before
them. Once the nooses were tied
around their necks the 38 men
began singing the Dakota death
chant in unison “hi-yi-yi” and
began swaying back and forth as
a group causing the scaffold to

move back and forth with them.

When the provost marshal
yelled for them to stop, the
Dakotas asked that the death
masks covering their faces be
removed. They were not and the
Indians began individually yelling
their names and the names of
others who were being hanged.
They swung their arms side to
side in harmony until several of
the doomed men were able to
grasp the hand of those next to
them. The provost marshal and
soldiers hurriedly climbed down
from the scaffold.

A drummer began slow, rolling
beats and the Indians resumed
their shouting which could be
heard throughout the large
crowd. Soon the trapdoors were
sprung and the men fell through
and death followed almost
immediately. The rope of one of
the men broke and his body fell
clumsily against the frozen earth.
Although his neck was broken
like the others, he was hanged
again.

All but two had been baptized
two days prior. All were buried in
a single trench on the riverbank.
It was the largest mass execution

January 22, 2024

in American history. The Indians
who were granted a reprieve by
President Lincoln watched the
hanging through the chinks of the
building in which they were held.

Interestingly, Little Crow mis-
takenly felt it was safe to return to
Minnesota one year later. On the
fateful day of July 3, 1863, the
famed Dakota chief was shot and
killed while picking raspberries
with his son. A bounty of $500
was paid to Nathan Lamson.

Little Crow’s son converted
to Christianity and became a
Presbyterian minister, serving
as a Marine in France during
World War |. He attended medi-
cal school following military ser-
vice and became an outstanding
medical doctor.

It is unfathomable that one of
Little Crow’s granddaughters,
Ida, discovered her grandfa-
ther’'s bones hanging on display
in a Minnesota museum. After
notifying her brother, Jesse, he
took legal steps to gain the return
of the bones of his grandfather.
They were returned and properly
buried by the Dakotas in 1971.

The United States Congress

The Snow Did Return

Library looking for
new members

Cont. from page 1

the library’s plans, prog-
ress and problems.

Friends recognize that
they do not perform a pol-
icy-making role for the
library, but should feel
that their opinions are
value.

Friends serve as “con-
necting links” between
the library and community.

Friends supplement
what cannot be provided
by the library budget with
funds, materials, equip-
ment and services.

putting it offl
Get the
bathroom
you have been
dreaming off

Friends decide how to
spend the money raised
for the library after con-
ferring with the Director of
the library.

Fundraising by the
Friends is done in coor-
dination with the library
director.

Individually and col-
lectively, Friends use
their influence to assist
the library in obtaining
desired financial support,
representing the library
point of view to legislators
and the media.

It snowed. I'd
about decided
that we humans
had screwed
up the environ-
ment so much
that snow would
never fall on East

Amy nor | made
a mad dash to
the store. If our
children were
still little and at
home, things
might have been
more alarming.

Tennessee again.
I'm glad to see |
was wrong.

At our house,
| took my tape measure
and stuck it in the white
stuff Monday evening. It
hit the ground about ten
inches down, and the snow
increased its intensity as it
fell from the cloudy sky. |
wondered if the area was
in for another 1993 event.

No one should think that
I've changed my mind and
now love the stuff. The feel-
ing of being trapped still
brings on anxiety. Years
ago, | was afraid of running
out of smokes, but quitting
that habit has erased that
fear. Boredom also sets in
quickly when the only thing
to do is watch television or
read something. The frigid
temperatures keep me
from any project outside,
and working on mowers or
woodworking projects isn’'t
comfortable in our unfin-
ished basement.

| don’t worry about bread,
milk, and eggs, so neither

Ad space donated by The Knoxville Focus.

Young-Williams
Animal Center

Hi, | am REINA, an adorable female Staffordshire Bull Terrier with a heart full of

By Joe Rector
joerector@comcast.net

Instead, we can
eat the items we
already have in
the house.

| recalled the snow days
we had when Lacey and
Dallas were young. He
even called me before the
snow began and asked if
I would pull him down our
icy road on the giant coal
scoop my older brother
once used to fill the coal
furnace at home. | laughed
as | thought of pulling a son
larger than | am on that
shovel.

During my teaching years,
| was caught at school on
one occasion when the
snow hit suddenly. Buses
began running routes, but
the roads quickly became
treacherous. The drivers
stopped at the high school
and dumped the elemen-
tary and middle school stu-
dents. The youngest were
terrified to be in a place
where they’d never been
before. | finally made it
home at 10:00 p.m. when
the last student was taken

home by volunteers with
four-wheel drive vehicles.

During graduate school,
the most remembered ice
storm hit. | was in night
class, and by the time the
professor dismissed us,
driving on the roads was
impossible. Until 3:00 p.m.
the next day, | wandered
between the building in
which the class was held,
the Krystal, and the motel
behind it. Even driving out
of the parking lot proved
difficult with a thin coat of
ice covering the asphalt.
Another hour and a half
was spent navigating the
roads home as | dodged
abandoned and wrecked
vehicles and crept across
black ice.

My plan was to stay inside
and watch the snow come
down. My dog Sadie had
different plans. At least half
a dozen times, she barked
and barked until | took her
outside. Since the day we
rescued her, the dog has
loved the snow. She turns
into a pup and runs, jumps,
and plays. Sadie plung-
es her entire head into
the deep snow and sniffs
for only God knows what
before scooping a mouth-
ful of snow to chomp on.
Finding a place to take care
of business was difficult for

her. The dog hates for the
wet ground or deep snow
to touch her bottom as she
relieves herself.

Once inside, wiping the
ice and moisture from her
feet, legs, and belly takes
a few minutes. Then she’s
ready for a treat and a long
nap, after which she goes
through the same routine.
On a couple of occasions,
her quick sprinting almost
dumped me into the snow.
Those times outside with
her reminded me of deal-
ing with my own children
when they were toddlers.
The big difference was my
age and ability to control a
muscle-bound mutt. Still, |
love the dog as if she were
one of my children, and her
spoiled acts are my fault.
Besides, walking around
in the deep snow was fun
and brought back plenty of
good memories.

The snow has ended, but
a deep freeze is predicted
for tonight. I'm ready for the
sun to come out and clear
the roads so that | can get
on with my life. Yes, | liked
“Stopping by the Woods on
a Snowy Evening,” but now
the things | want and need
to do are calling me back.

Hi, my name is FRAU. | was once the queen of playing hard to get,
but | am now quite accustomed to a bit of pampering. | am a
2-year-old female Domestic Shorthair cat who is quite the unique -
kitty. Independent yet sociable, | savor petting sessions on my - g &a_
own terms and am always down for a nice chat. With love and a "*-w" -
bit of patience, | could be your perfect chill-out companion. | only T““ ra =
ask that you do not push me too quickly to be a cuddle bug as | ¥ N
am still learning to trust! | am currently in foster care. You can find
me on young-williams.org and fill out an application to get in touch
with my foster pawrent to set up a meet and greet!

Young-Williams Animal Center 865.215.6599

3201 Division Street, Knoxville, TN 37919
www.young-williams.org

resilience and a soul longing for love. | am 8 years old and possess my breed’s
signature loyalty and determination. However, | also carry with me the
need for a little extra warm-up time to people. When you first meet me,
you might notice my cautious nature. | just ask that you respect my need
—= . for patience and space, as this will be the key to earning my trust. Once |
~ start to feel comfortable and safe, a beautiful transformation takes place!
.My affectionate side shines through, and my trust begins to grow. You'll
Uy ~ witness my bright, expressive eyes filled with gratitude and the gentle wag
i of my tail, revealing the joy | feel in forming a connection. You can find me
on young-williams.org and fill out an application to set up a meet and greet!

¢

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. daily
Closed 1-2 p.m. for animal quiet time

(865) 524-1227
www.moldtox.com

BASEIVIENT OR

CRAWLSPACE LEAKING??

Don’t overpay the nationwide
companies by the thou$ands when
MOLD TOX, LLC can install a dry-up

system for a fraction of the cost!
BBB Accredited Business with A + Rating

TN Charter #4410

(865) 453-1880
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The process for replac-
ing congressmen and U.S.
senators is quite differ-
ent. When a congressman
resigns or dies in office,
that vacancy must be filled
by calling a special elec-
tion. When a member of
the United States Senate
resigns or dies in office,
the governor must appoint
a successor who serves
until the next election. In
Tennessee, the Class | seat
has never had a vacancy
in modern times. In fact,
since 1911, that particu-
lar seat has had only eight
occupants to this date. Of
course, one of them was
Kenneth D. McKellar, who
held the seat for thirty-
six continuous years. By
contrast, the Class Il seat
from the Volunteer State
has had nineteen occu-
pants during the same time
frame. Six of those occu-
pants were appointed to fill
vacancies.

Those appointed to the
United States Senate are
free to run to hold the seat,
although some governors
purposely appoint some-
one with the clear under-
standing he or she will not
run in the next election, but
rather hold the seat until
the people have elected a
replacement.

Matthew Mansfield
Neely had held every
office the people could
elect him to of impor-
tance in his home state of
West Virginia. Neely was
the political Lazarus of
his age; he could suffer a
defeat and come roaring
back in the next election.
At various times, Neely
was elected to the House
of Representatives, the
United States Senate, the
governorship, to the House
once again, and made a
triumphant return to the
Senate in 1948. Neely
was reelected in 1954 at
age eighty. Senator Neely
seemed to be in relatively
good health when he was
elected to his final term
but by 1956 he was ailing.
Neely had undergone an
operation on his prostate,
which may well have been
for cancer. That November,
Neely fell and fractured his
hip.

His colleague Harley
Kilgore had died and a
1956 special election
saw Republican Chapman
Revercomb returned to
the U.S. Senate by the
people of West Virginia.
Revercomb had defeated
then-Governor Neely in
1942 to serve a six-year
term. Neely came back in
1948 to beat Revercomb.
The two served togeth-
er briefly. Neely, who had
lost three fingers on his
left hand to cancer, was
suffering from the dread
disease once again. Harry
McPherson, a young aide
to Majority Leader Lyndon
Johnson, recalled his feel-
ing there was even then
something of the mines and
hollows of West Virginia
about old Matt Neely still.

The 83-year-old senator
suffered from cancer for
eighteen months before
finally dying on January 18,
1958, in Bethesda Naval
Hospital.

As is usually the case,
the incumbent’s body is
hardly cold before specu-
lation in the news media
begins about the potential
successors. Neely was
no different and the same
day the Beckley, West
Virginia Post-Herald and
the Raleigh Register print-
ed an obituary for the dead
senator, they also printed
an article about a prospec-
tive successor.

1956 had been a big
year for Republicans in the
Mountain State. Not only
had Chapman Revercomb
been reelected to the U.S.
Senate, but President
Eisenhower had carried
the state and the GOP had
elected Cecil Underwood
governor. Underwood was
the youngest man ever to
be elected governor of West
Virginia, being 34 years of
age when he won his first
term. Underwood remark-
ably is also the oldest man
ever to be elected governor
of West Virginia, winning
his second term 40 years
later on his 74th birthday.
A former high school teach-
er who had been elected
to West Virginia’s House
of Delegates, Underwood
won an upset victory over
a nominee who was a pro-
tégé of Matthew Neely.

The name most promi-
nently mentioned in the
speculation astowho would
succeed the colorful Neely
centered around John D.
Hoblitzell Jr. Hoblitzell
was the chairman of West
Virginia’s Republican
Party. A businessman from
Ravenswood, Hoblitzell had
raised money and worked
hard for the GOP ticket
and its success in the gen-
eral election. Immediately
following Senator Neely’s
death, neither Governor
Underwood nor John
Hoblitzell would comment
upon the rumors about
the latter being appoint-
ed to the United States
Senate. The governor said
he would not consider the
appointment until after
Senator Neely’s funeral.
That consideration and
respect for the late sena-
tor and his family did not
stop the speculation in the
daily newspapers. For the
first time in 30 years, West
Virginia would have two
Republican United States
senators.

When Senator Harley
Kilgore died in 1956,
Governor William Marland
appointed attorney William
R. Laird lll, who was an
old friend from college.
As Marland was a candi-
date for the U.S. Senate
in the 1956 special elec-
tion, Senator Laird served
as a placeholder until the
voters chose between the
candidates. In 1958, the
situation was different,
although there was some
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Appointing a Senator:
John D. Hoblitzell Jr. of West Virginia

speculation Underwood
might opt to run for the
Senate, although most
political observers thought
the governor would remain
in Charleston as he still
had two years remaining
on his term as the state’s
chief executive.

Governor Underwood
considered several prom-
inent West Virginians for
the senatorial appoint-
ment, including Helen
Holt, the widow of former
U.S. Senator Rush Holt, a
Democratic firebrand who
had become a Republican
and had quite nearly
been elected governor in
1952. Some years later,
Underwood told me some
of those he had considered
for the appointment to the
United States Senate were
bitterly disappointed when
they did not receive it and
never spoke to him again.

Hoblitzell was sought
out by reporters, who
asked if he would accept
appointment to the U.S.
Senate should Governor
Underwood offer it. Jack
Hoblitzell carefully replied,
“anyone interested and
involved in politics would
consider it a high honor
to be appointed to the
Senate.” Hoblitzell then
reminded the reporters,
“It will be the governor’s
decision and | will abide
by the decision and work
for whoever is appoint-
ed.” Cecil Underwood
and John “Jack” Hoblitzell
were friends of longstand-
ing, and few were surprised
when the announcement
came.

Governor Underwood
made the announce-
ment with the kind of flair
Matthew Neely would have
appreciated. Underwood
made known his choice in
a 30-minute live press con-
ference on television. At
the mid-point of the news
conference, the 45-year-
old banker and real estate
man walked into the room.
Hoblitzell readily acknowl-
edged the weight of serv-
ing in the United States
Senate, saying he was fully
aware of the “awesome
responsibility” of the office.
Underwood had stated in
his press conference his

FROM THE AUTHOR’S PERSONAL COLLECTION

Senator John D. Hoblitzell of West Virginia, 1958.

appointee would be a can-
didate in the 1958 elec-
tion. Hoblitzell reiterated
his intent to run, saying
he had already started his
campaign for the Senate
and would soon file his
candidacy officially with
the secretary of state. A
reporter quizzed the gov-
ernor about 1960, infer-
ring the senator might
step aside so Governor
Underwood, who could not
succeed himself, might
run for the Senate. “Any
speculation about 1960 is
just that - - - speculation,”
Underwood replied. “If you
are trying to intimate that a
deal has been made, there
is none.”

While it was certainly
true Jack Hoblitzell was a
loyal and active Republican
and had done yeoman work
in helping the GOP state
ticket to victory in 1956, it
was also equally true the
newly appointed senator
had, at best, a spotty elec-
toral record. Hoblitzell had
run for Congress in West
Virginia's Fourth District
in 1956 against former
Congressman Will E. Neal,
who was seeking to make
a political comeback. Neal
won the Republican prima-
ry and went on to win the
general election. 1958
was not looking to be a
banner year for Republican
candidates as the country
was in the midst of a pain-
ful economic recession
and both of West Virginia’s
seats would be up for elec-
tion that year. Senator
Chapman Revercomb had
already demonstrated
his vote-getting prowess
when he had won a six-year
term in the U.S. Senate in
1942 by beating the best
vote-getter amongst the
Democrats in the Mountain
State, Matthew M. Neely.
While Revercomb had lost
his reelection bid in 1948
and another in 1952,
Chapman Revercomb was
very well known to West
Virginians and was a highly
popular figure, especially in
Republican circles.

West Virginia Democrats
were well aware of the vul-
nerability of the Republican
candidates, which encour-
aged strong candidates to

run. Congressman Robert
C. Byrd of Charleston
announced he would chal-
lenge Senator Revercomb
for the full six-year term.
Byrd even then was a for-
midable campaigner and
had served six years in the
House of Representatives.
Byrd had no serious opposi-
tion inside the Democratic
primary. The contest for
the Democratic nomina-
tion for the seat held by
Jack Hoblitzell was a fight
between former governor
William Marland, who had
been defeated by Chapman
Revercomb two years ear-
lier, and former congress-
man Jennings Randolph
of Elkins. Randolph had
first been elected to the
House of Representatives
in 1932, riding the tidal
wave that was Franklin
D. Roosevelt’'s campaign.
Jennings Randolph, named
for William Jennings Bryan,
had served in Congress
during the first one hun-
dred days of the New Deal.
Randolph remained an old-
time New Deal Democrat
and was an able speaker,
having taught public speak-
ing as a college professor.
Jennings Randolph had
been elected and reelect-
ed to seven terms as a con-
gressman, finally losing in
another tidal wave elec-
tion in 1946. That year,
Republicans campaign-
ing on the slogan “Had
Enough,” got solid support
from American voters tired
of the deprivations and
sacrifices made to win the
Second World War.

Out of office, Jennings
Randolph became a lob-
byist for the airline indus-
try. Randolph wisely
kept up his ties to West
Virginia and the Mountain
State’s Democratic pri-
mary. Former Governor
William Marland had been
the youngest person ever
to be elected chief execu-
tive of West Virginia before
Cecil Underwood claimed
that title for himself in
1956. Marland’s term as
governor had been tur-
bulent and his proposed
tax on the coal industry
had started a brutal fight
in the West Virginia legis-
lature. Marland had only
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narrowly defeated Attorney
General John Fox inside
the Democratic primary in
1956 and lost the gener-
al election to Revercomb.
Seeking a comeback in
1958, Marland’s stormy
term as governor did
little to help him and
Jennings Randolph won
the Democratic nomina-
tion easily.

Chapman Revercomb
almost did not seek reelec-
tion to the U.S. Senate, as
he very much wanted a
federal judgeship. What
Senator Revercomb may
not have known is his hopes
for a judgeship were under-
mined by his own party.
Governor Underwood and
Senator Hoblitzell thought
Revercomb too old to be
appointed to a federal

judgeship and gave him

only lukewarm support.
The appointment never
materialized. Ironically,
Chapman Revercomb
would outlive the much
younger Jack Hoblitzell.

Robert Byrd and
Jennings Randolph ran
as a duo in 1958 while
Chapman Revercomb and
Jack Hoblitzell cooperated,
but each was running his
own campaign. The 1958
elections were disastrous
for Republicans, who lost
thirteen seats in the United
States Senate, including
two in West Virginia.

Jack Hoblitzell left
office in November when
Jennings Randolph was
certified the winner of the
special election, making
him West Virginia’s senior
senator. Robert Byrd
would remain in the U. S.
Senate for the next 51
years, making him the lon-
gest-serving senator in our
country’s history.

Hoblitzell remained
active in business and pol-
itics. He died of a massive
heart attack in 1962; he
was only 49 years old.

Chapman Revercomb
became a candidate for the
GOP nomination for gover-
nor in 1960 and consider-
ing his large following inside
West Virginia's Republican
Party, it took the open and
determined opposition of
Governor Cecil Underwood
to stop him. It left a bad
taste in the mouths of
many Republicans and
Underwood lost the Senate
race that year, the guber-
natorial race in 1964, the
GOP nomination for gover-
norin 1968 and a humiliat-
ing loss to Jay Rockefeller
in 1976. Underwood’s
political career was revived
twenty years later when he
was urged to run and was
again elected.

All politics is local and
even a pebble tossed into
the pond ripples back to

the shore.
© 2023 Ray Hill

Come worship with us
New Beverly
Baptist Church

3320 New Beverly Church Rd.
Knoxville, TN 37918
Rev. Eddie Sawyer, Pastor

www.newbeverly.org
856-546-0001

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship
11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer
7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Youth
7:00 p.m.

Bus Ministry -

For transportation call 546-0001.
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LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES

January 22, 2024

COURT
NOTICES

ORDER FOR SERVICE

OF PROCESS BY
PUBLICATION

In the Probate Court for Knox
County, Tennessee
In re Estate of Shirley Ogleshy,
Deceased
Felicia Coalson Administrator,
v.

Connie Oglesby, Angela McMahan,
Valarie Evans, Darrell Oglesby, Michael
Andrew Oglesby, Kassidy Hazlewood,
Jeremy Nichols, and Brittany 0'Barr,
Respondents.

No. 88317-2

Order for Service of Process by Publication

From the swom Petition for Sale of Real
Property and for Order requesting service of
process by publication and the entire record,
the Court finds that the whereabouts of the
Respondent Michael Andrew Ogleshy are unknown
and the residence(s) of the defendant(s) is/are
unknown and cannot be ascertained upon diligent
inquiry, or defendant(s) isfare a non-resident(s) of
this state.

It is therefore ORDERED that the Respondent
Michael Andrew Oglesby shall be served by
publication of the following notice in The Knoxuville
Focus, a newspaper located in Knoxville, Knox
County, Tennessee, as provided by law.

Notice

TO: Michael Andrew Ogleshy

It is ordered that said Respondent, Michael
Andrew Oglesby, file an answer with the Clerk of
the Probate Court at Knox County, Tennessee and
with Felicia Coalson, an Attorney whose address
is Owings, Wilson, & Coleman 900 S. Gay Street,
Suite 800, Knoxville, Tennessee within thirty

(30) days of the last date of publication or the
real property of Shirley Oglesby located at 6500
Pine Grove Road, Knoxville, TN 37914 will be sold.
This notice will be published in The Knoxville Focus
for four (4) consecutive weeks.

ENTERED December 6, 2023.

Richard B. Armstrong, Jr., Chancellor

Approved for Entry: Felicia
Coalson Administrator
Owings Wilson Coleman 900
S. Gay Street, Suite 800
Knoxville, TN 37902

(865) 521-2342

NON-RESIDENT
NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
UNION COUNTY, TENNESSEE
Docket No. 4149
KIMBERLY LOUISE CLAPP
Plaintiff,

v.

JERRY LYNN CLAPP, JR.,
Defendant.

In this cause, it appearing from the Complaint
filed, which is verified, that the Defendant,
Jerry Lynn Clapp, Jr.,, is unknown or whose
whereabouts cannot be ascertained upon diligent
search and inquiry, so that the ordinary process of
law cannot be served upon him.

IT IS ORDERED that said Defendant, Jerry
Lynn Clapp, Jr., file an answer with the Clerk
of the Circuit Court at Maynardville, Tennessee
and with Travis D. Patterson, an Attorney whose
address is, P.0. Box 70586 Knoxville, Tennessee
37938, within thirty (30) days of the last date of
publication of this notice or the same will be taken
for confessed as to Respondents and judgment by
default will be taken against you and the cause set
for hearing Ex Parte as to you before the Circuit
Court for Union County, Tennessee 901 Main
Street, Maynardville, Tennessee 37807. This
notice will be published in the Knoxville Focus for
four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 11 day of August, 2022.

ENTERED 17 day of January, 2024.
Barbara Williams
Circuit Court Clerk

Travis Patterson

TRAVIS D. PATTERSON, Esq.
Attorney for Petitioners

BPR NO. 030640

P.0. Box 70586

Knoxville, Tennessee 37938
Ph.: (865) 306-0333

NON-RESIDENT
NOTICE

TO0: JACQUELINE ROSE TEBBETTS
AND ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS OF
GORDON LESLIE TEBBETTS

IN RE: RUBIN LUBLIN TN, PLLC,
V.

JACQUELINE ROSE TEBBETTS
AND ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS OF
GORDON LESLIE TEBBETTS

NO. 206124-2

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant a non-
resident of the State of Tennessee, JACQUELINE
ROSE TEBBETTS AND ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS OF
GORDON LESLIE TEBBETTS, whose whereabouts
cannot be ascertained upon diligent search and
inquiry, so that the ordinary process of law
cannot be served upon it is ordered that said
defendant, JACQUELINE ROSE  TEBBETTS
AND ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS OF GORDON
LESLIE TEBBETTS, file an answer with the Clerk
and Master of the Chancery Court at Knoxville,
Tennessee and with PATTY WHITEHEAD, an
Attorney whose address is 3145 AVALON RIDGE
PLACE, SUITE 100 PEACHTREE CORNERS,
GEORGIA 30071, within thirty (30) days of the
last date of publication or a judgment by default
will be taken against you and the cause will be set
for hearing Ex-Parte as to you before Chancellor
RICHARD B ARMSTRONG JR, at the Knox County
Chancery Court, Division Il, 400 Main Street,
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902. This notice will be
published in a The Knoxville Focus Newspaper for
four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 12th day of JANUARY, 2024.

J Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JAMES L. DENNIS
DOCKET NUMBER 88848-2
Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day
of JANUARY, 2024, letters of administration
in respect of the Estate of JAMES L. DENNIS
who died April 12, 2021, were issued to the
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division. of Knox Countv. Tennessee All persons

NOTICE OF INTENT TO FILE SUIT

Knox County Chancery Court lawsuits are now being prepared
by the Delinquent Tax Attorney
for collection of all delinquent 2022 Knox County Taxes.

The Knox County Chancery Court Lawsuits will be filed on or after
March 1, 2024 in Chancery Court.

You are advised that after February 29, 2024 additional penalties
and costs will be imposed in consequence of suits to be filed for
enforcement of the lien for property taxes for prior tax years;
until the filing of such suits, taxes may be paid in my office.

SUCH ADDITIONAL PENALTIES AND COSTS MAY INCLUDE INTEREST,
COURT COSTS, ATTORNEY FEES AND PENALTIES ON EACH PARCEL

PLEASE DO YOUR BEST TO AVOID
THIS COSTLY PROCEDURE.

You may make payment at the following Knox County Trustee locations:

KNOX COUNTY TRUSTEE ONLINE - http:/lwww.knoxcounty.org/trustee|
MAIN OFFICE - 400 Main Street - 215-2305 - (Mon. - Fri. 8:00am - 4:30pm)
HALLS - Center - 7328 Norris Freeway- 215-3461 - (Mon. - Fri. 8:00am - 4:30pm)
SOUTH - 7339 Chapman Highway - 577-3680 - (Mon. - Fri. 8:00am - 4:30pm)
CEDAR BLUFF - 1028 0Id Cedar Bluff Road- 215-8555 - (Mon.-Fri. 8:00am - 4:30pm)
EAST - 4734 Centerline Drive - 258-3516 - (Mon. - Fri. 9:00am - 5:00pm)
FARRAGUT - CLOSED FOR RENOVATIONS

Justin Biggs

KNOX COUNTY TRUSTEE

trustee@knoxcounty.org

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Knox County Commission shall receive letters and resumés|credentials from candidates seeking
appointment to one (1) vacancy to serve a term expiring September 30, 2025 on the Knox County
Sheriff's Office Employees’ Merit System Board of Directors. Resumés should be submitted by mail,
fax, e-mail or hand-delivered no later than Wednesday, February 14, 2024 at 4:00 pm (no resumés

will be accepted after this deadline) to:

Office of the Knox County Commission
Suite 603, City County Building
400 Main Street
Knoxville, TN 37902
Phone: 215-2534
FAX: 215-2038
E-mail: commission@knoxcounty.org

The Knox County Commission will interview candidates at the Commission Work Session on
Wednesday, February 21, 2024 at 5:00 p.m. in the Main Assembly Room of the City-County Building,

400 West Main Street.

The Commission’s appointment shall be considered during the regularly scheduled meeting of the
Knox County Commission on Monday, February 26, 2024 at 5:00 p.m. in the Main Assembly Room of

the City-County Building, 400 West Main Street.

The following provisions apply in accordance with Ordinance 0-22-6-103:

o Membership is completely voluntary, and members will receive no compensation for their service.
o The board meets quarterly, unless a special-called meeting is held.

o Applicants must be over 21 years of age; of good moral character; a citizen of the United States
and the State of Tennessee; and a resident of Knox County.

o No person shall be eligible to serve as a member on the Merit System Board of Directors if they
have previously been employed by the Knox County Sheriff's Office department within the ten (10)
calendar years preceding his/her appointment by the Commission, or if any member of such person’s
immediate family is or becomes employed by the Knox County Sheriff's Office or the Knoxville Police
Department at any time during such person’s term of service as a member of the board council. For
purposes of this section, “immediate family” shall include spouse, parent, grandparent, siblings,

in-laws, or children

o Members will be required to attend an Ethics training provided by the Knox County Human
Resources Department, as required of all employees of Knox County.

® The County Commission finds that the actual or apparent political influence on the members of
the Merit System Board is injurious to the credibility of the board and undermines its mission as
an apolitical civil service system for KCSO employees. Therefore, membership on the Merit System

Board shall be conditioned upon the following:

0 No person holding a position on the Merit System Board shall take an active part in any
political campaign while a member of the Merit System Board.

0 No member of the Merit System Board shall solicit money for political campaigns.

0 No member of the Merit System Board shall make any public endorsement of any

candidate in any campaign for elected office.

0 A member of the Merit System Board shall not use such position to reflect the member's
personal political feelings as those of the Sheriff's department or to exert any pressure on
anyone to influence that person’s political views.

0 No member of the Merit System Board shall display any political advertising or
paraphernalia on such person’s body or automobile while conducting business on behalf of the
Merit System Board. However, nothing in this part shall be construed to prohibit or prevent any
such employee Board Member from becoming or continuing to be a member of a political club or
organization and enjoying all the rights and privileges of such membership or from attending any
political meetings while not on duty. Such employee Board Member shall not be denied freedom

in the casting of a vote.

0 During a Merit System Board Member's term of service, should that Member take active
steps toward becoming a political candidate, such member shall immediately resign from the

Board of Directors.

resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B)Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received all actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 3 day of JANUARY, 2024.

ESTATE OF JAMES L. DENNIS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JUDITH S. DENNIS

434 SUGARWOOD DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

M. CATHERINE WARMBROD ATTORNEY
10805 KINGSTON PIKE, SUITE 200
KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DAVID D. DICKEY
DOCKET NUMBER 88852-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day
of JANUARY, 2024, letters testamentary (or
letters of administration as the case may be) in
respect of the Estate of DAVID D. DICKEY who
died September 19, 2023, were issued to the
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s
date of death. This the 2 day of JANUARY, 2024.

ESTATE OF DAVID D. DICKEY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KATHLEEN L. WALDROP, ON BEHALF

OF HOME FEDERAL BANK OF TENNESSEE
515 MARKET STREET

KNOXV1LLE, TN 37902

BAILEY MORGAN SCHIERMEYER ATTORNEY
P.0. BOX 3804
KNOXVILLE, TN 37927

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF NANCY ANN CREECH GOODSON
DOCKET NUMBER 88801-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of
JANUARY, 2024, letters testamentary (or letters
of administration as the case may be) in respect
of the estate of NANCY ANN CREECH GOODSON
who died on October 11. 2023 were issued to
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
{4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s

date of death. This the 2 day of JANUARY, 2024.
ESTATE OF NANCY ANN CREECH GOODSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DAVID NORTON GOODSON

811 CRESWELL COURT
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

DALLIS H. HOWARD ATTORNEY
4820 OLD KINGSTON PIKE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF WILLIAM LARRY GORDON
DOCKET NUMBER 87217-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of
JANUARY 2024, letters administration in respect
of the Estate of WILLIAM LARRY GORDON who
died Dec 17, 2021, were issued the undersigned
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident
and non-resident, having claims, matured or
unmatured, against his or her estate are required
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the
above-named court on or before the earlier of the
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims
will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of this first publication;

or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s
date of death.

This the 2 day of JANUARY, 2024.

ESTATE OF WILLIAM LARRY GORDON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
LARRY A GORDON; ADMINISTRATOR
3522 LILAC AVENUE

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37914

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARJORIE MARIE HOLBERT
DOCKET NUMBER 88857-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 10 day
of JANUARY, 2024, Letters of Testamentary/
Administration in respect to the Estate of
MARJORIE MARIE HOLBERT, deceased, who died
on May 29, 2023, were issued to the undersigned
by the Probate Court for Knox County, Tennessee.
All' persons, resident and non-resident, having
claims, matured or unmatured against his/her
Estate are required to file the same in triplicate
with the Clerk and Master of the above-named
Court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claim will
be forever barred;

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of the first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the Decedent’s
date of death. This the 10 day of JANUARY,
2024.

ESTATE OF MARJORIE MARIE HOLBERT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TINA M. HOLBERT

4541 BUCKNELL DR.
KNOXVILLE. TN 37938

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF WILLIS JACKSON
DOCKET NUMBER 88818-2
Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day of
JANUARY 2024, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of WILLIS JACKSON who died Dec
1, 2023, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk
and Master of the Chancerv Court of Knox Countv.

Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident,
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his
or her estate are required to file the same with the
Clerk and Master of the above-named Court on or
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or
(2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of this first publication;
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s
date of death.

This the 3 day of JANUARY, 2024.

ESTATE OF WILLIS JACKSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
BARRY L RICE; EXECUTOR

P.0. BOX 53025

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37950

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF THOMAS PATRICK KELLY
DOCKET NUMBER 88849-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of
JANUARY, 2024, letters of administration in
respect of the Estate of THOMAS PATRICK
KELLY who died July 13, 2023, were issued to
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
{4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s
date of death.

This the 2 day of JANUARY, 2024.

ESTATE OF THOMAS PATRICK KELLY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ANDREW WILLIAM KELLY

2131 SEMINOLE AVENUE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37915

STEPHEN L. CARPENTER ATTORNEY
10413 KINGSTON PIKE, SUITE 200
KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BARBARA A. MCNIEL
DOCKET NUMBER 88606-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of
JANUARY, 2024, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of BARBARA A. MCNIEL, who died
September 4, 2023 were issued to the undersigned
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against the estate are required to file the same
with the clerk of the above-named court on or
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s
date of death.

This the 2 day of JANUARY, 2024.

ESTATE OF BARBARA A. MCNIEL

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
STANTON B. MCNIFL

24701 RAYMOND WAY, SPACE 85
LAKE FOREST, CA 92630

KATHERINE A. YOUNG ATTORNEY
9041 EXECUTIVE PARK DRIVE, SUITE 121
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF S. PACE ROBINSON
DOCKET NUMBER 88860-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day
of JANUARY, 2024, letters testamentary in
respect of the Estate of S. PACE ROBINSON
who died November; 27, 2023, were issued to
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
{4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s
date of death.
This the 3 day of JANUARY, 2024.

ESTATE OF S. PACE ROBINSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S):
KAREN M. ROBINSON
1607 NIGHBERT LANE
KNOXVILLE TN 37922

LEE A. POPKIN, ATTORNEY.
1111 N. NORTHSHORE DRIVE, SUITE S-700
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

MISC. NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE

On December 11, 2023, North Knoxville
Health Education Center, applicant for a new Low
Power FM station on 107.1 MHz, at Knoxville,
Tennessee, filed an application with the Federal
Communications Commission for a low power
FM construction permit. Members of the public
wishing to view this application or obtain
information about how to file comments and
petitions on the application can visit -

https:/lenterpriseefiling.fcc.gov/dataentry|
views/public/fmDraftCopy?display Type=html&a
ppKey=25076f918b25b6¢1018b3e19354d06a
b&id=25076918b25b6¢1018b3e19354d06ah
&goBack=N

FREE Debt Relief Legal Advice
Clinic Scheduled for February 3

The Knoxville Bar Association and the United
States Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of
Tennessee, in partnership with Legal Aid of East
Tennessee (LAET) will host a Debt Relief Legal Advice
Clinic for pre-screened individuals on Saturday,
February 3, beginning at 8:45 a.m. at the Public
Defender’'s Community Law Office (1101 Liberty
Street, Knoxville TN 37919). The advice clinic will
be available to qualified individuals in Knox, Blount,
Loudon, and Sevier Counties. Attorneys will volunteer
to conduct initial meetings with the clients to discuss
their situations and options.

Qualification for the free services will be income-
based, with pre-screening by LAET. The client served
through the clinic may also be eligible for free bank-

ruptcy services.

Individuals who live in Blount, Knox, Loudon, or
Sevier County may sign up by contacting the LAET
at (865) 637-0484. The cut-off for registration is

January 26.

Chief Little Crow’s
War Part Three

abolished the reservation
in 1863 and declared all
treaties with the Dakotas
null and void. They also
took steps to expel the
Dakotas from Minnesota.
The remaining prison-
ers whose death sentenc-
es had been commuted by
President Lincoln remained
in prison for nearly four
years before being sent to
Nebraska. Several years
later many of the Dakotas

began filtering into the gen-
eral American population
with several returning to

Minnesota.
COPYRIGHT 2023 JADON GIBSON

Jadon Gibson, a graduate
of Alice Lloyd College and
the University of Kentucky,
now resides in Harrogate,
TN. His writings are both
historic and nostalgic in
nature. Thanks also to the
Museum of Appalachia for
their assistance.



By Steve Williams

There were no basketballs
bouncing or bowling balls rolling
last week.

Wrestling, where no ball is
needed, had been halted too
by the deep snowfall that many
Knox County residents woke up
to on the Martin Luther King Jr.
holiday last Monday.

Schools were closed and
sports shut down all week due
to the snow and frigid tempera-
tures that created treacherous
roads to drive on.

You could have called it
Snowball Season!

With sports pages needing
to be filled, The Knoxville Focus
asked coaches if they would like
to share Snow Day memories and
pictures.

Five coaches jumped at the
opportunity.

Enjoy, with Hot Cocoa!

Best part is spending
time with family

Russell Mayes, Fulton: “| have
certainly enjoyed this big snow
with the kids. They wake us up
every morning ready to go out-
side. We have a nice little hill
next to us for them to sled on.
The best part of the time off is to
just be with family. It is nice for
the world to stop for a few days
SO we can be together.”

Mays wears many hats at FHS.
He is the WKCS-FM radio sta-
tion manager, a production and

broadcasting teacher, does play-
by-play at the Falcons’ football
games, is the school’s Sports
Information Director and is an
assistant baseball coach.

“I remember during the bliz-
zard of '93 that our family walked
in the snow from North Hills to
the McDonalds on Broadway
just because we needed some-
thing to do,” recalled Russell. “I
remember it being strange that
we were the only ones there!”

Snow war in the
cul-de-sacs

J.P. Burris, Farragut: The head
boys basketball coach and
Physical Education teacher said
he grew up in the Farragut/
Bearden area and “we had a few
good snow days over the years.”

His favorite things to do: “Going
over to sled at (hilly) West Valley
Middle School and play snow
football games in Tan Rara (a
neighborhood in West Knoxville).
“It's on Fox Road and used to be
right were the Bearden High /
Farragut High zoning line was.”

His special memory: “One of
my years in high school our whole
neighborhood got snowed in
because the entrance was a very
large hill. We gathered almost 30
kids in the neighborhood for a
huge snowball fight where we
built two bases in two side by
side cul-de-sacs and stayed out
for almost three hours in the dark
having the time of our lives.”

Lauren Williams and baby brother, Drew, use a kayak as a sled on a rare

snow day in Alabama in 2011.

e
*
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Russell Mayes and his two kids, Anderson (left) and Reagan enjoy last week's "big snow."”

The Mains thing was he won
the game

Travis Mains, Knoxville Catholic: “Riding a sled
into the side of the house when | was 12 years
old and cutting my knee so bad | had to go get
nine stitches and then played that weekend
in sweatpants,” said the Lady Irish basketball
head coach.

“All the kids were asking why | was playing
in sweat pants and playing with a limp,” he
added. “Man | loved some basketball and my
parents knew how much | loved it and let me
play anyways. Still have the scar and remem-
bering how | didn't want to miss any games.
Still got double figures and got the W!!”

Six inches of snow looked like
a’blizzard’

Lauren Williams, Berean Christian: “| grew up
in Florence, Ala., where we had more torna-
dos than snow days, but when we did, it was
S0 exciting to see at least an inch and get out

of school for it.

“My favorite thing to do on snow days as
a kid was to walk down to my friend’s house
and we would go make snowmen with the
little snow that was on the ground,” continued
Williams, who is the Head Women'’s Volleyball
Coach at BCS. “We would use all the snow in
the yard that we could find. After that, we were
too cold to stay out and would come in and
drink hot chocolate.

“When | got older and we traveled for vol-
leyball in the winter, at some of the places we
would go it would be snowing,” pointed out
Lauren, who played on the Carson-Newman
beach volleyball team in her college days. “It
was always so fun to play in the snow with my
teammates because we hardly ever got snow
back home.

“My favorite memory is when | thought we
had so much snow and we only had about six
inches,” she added, “and | got to spend the
night at my friend’s house on a school night
and her mom made us a blanket fort. We

Continue on page 2
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Homegrown GlbbS OC earns TnFCA state award

Tyler Kitts:
‘It's a humbling
honor’

By Steve Williams

Tyler Kitts may be
the head football coach
at Gibbs High School
someday.

At age 37, he is putting
together quite a resume.
He has been coaching at
Gibbs for 15 years, includ-
ing the past 11 seasons
as the Eagles’ offensive
coordinator.

In 2022, Kitts was named
the Tennessee Football
Coaches Association’s
Assistant Coach of the
Year in Region 2-4A. And
for this past season, he has
been selected the TnFCA
Assistant Coach of the Year
in the state for Class 4A.

“It (the award) means
everything,” said Tyler.
“Obviously, you want to be
respected by your peers.
You don’t necessarily do
stuff to get noticed. You do
it for the kids. You do it for
your community. And you
do this because you're at
Gibbs and you want to be
successful. The fact that
your peers take notice
while that’s happened; it’s
humbling and honestly an
honor.”

Like 75 percent of the
coaches on the Gibbs foot-
ball staff, Tyler is a Gibbs
guy.

“On our staff alone, there

J.
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Gibbs High School Offensive Coordinator Tyler Kitts is
the TnFCA Class 4A Assistant Coach of the Year

poured into the kids; they
do just a phenomenal job,”
added Kitts. “We have so
many good coaches and
(the award) is humbling,
because | know just even
in East Tennessee and
throughout the state, there
are so many great coaches
who have been doing it for
a long time and have made
such a big impact on foot-
ball in the state.”

Gibbs line coach Brent
Gibson is a former TnFCA

level.

Record-setting running
back Boone Brockwell also
made the ThFCA All-State
team this year. “He had a
phenomenal season,” said
Kitts.

Tyler grew up playing
youth football and base-
ball at the Ruritan Park
in Corryton and with GYA
(Gibbs Youth Athletics).

He continued to play
those two sports at Gibbs
High and was a quarter-

Brad Conley was Tyler's QB
coach for three years and
Geff Davis was his baseball
coach.

A 2005 Gibbs graduate,
Kitts played baseball at
Carson-Newman University
and graduated in the spring
of 2009.

“I was really lucky,” said
Tyler. “Coach Conley (who
succeeded Carroll) hired
me on for football in the fall
of 2009 and Coach Davis
added me to his baseball
staff in the spring of 2010.

“I'm forever grateful to
him (Conley) for giving me
an opportunity,” said Kitts.

“In 2013, Conley pro-
moted me to OC and I've
been doing that ever since
and Coach (Brad) Turner
retained me (when he
became head coach). We
are really close and teach
in the same department
(Physical Education).”

Kitts said the success
Gibbs has had in the past
few years is a direct corre-
lation to how great of a job
the middle school program
is doing in the MAC (Middle
School-Age Conference).

“Johnny Hibbett is the
(GMS) head coach and
Zack Beeler has a huge
part in that too,” said Kitts.
“I'll be honest, | don’t think
| would get an award like
this if those guys didn’t do
such a great job, because
the players are so ready
and prepared when they
get to us.

“As a high school staff,

middle school is doing. And
obviously we have great
kids and great community
support. That's the coolest
thing about Gibbs; it’s just
such a good community.”

It's no secret that most
good high school football
programs have a good
feeder system.

“The past two years
we've been blessed with
some really skilled kids on
the high school team,” said
Kitts. “In 2022, we threw
for 2,500 yards and then
rushed for 2,000. This year
was more ground based. |
think we threw for around
1,000 yards and the rush-
ing total was at least double
that.

“Boone had like 1,300
yards himself and scored
30 touchdowns. There
were a lot of other guys
that played really impor-
tant roles. We had a young
offensive line that really
grew as the season went
on and developed an identi-
ty. And some guys stepped
up that were behind the
scenes.”

His aspirations to be a
head coach someday?

“That's something I've
always wanted to do,” said
Tyler. “With Coach Turner, |
see all the responsibilities.
There's a lot of stuff, but
yes, most definitely (it's) a
career goal. But the timing
would have to be right with

everything ... if it presents
itself.
“I's not anything I'm

be whatever Coach Turner
decides. Because, like |
said, I'm a Gibbs guy. | love
our school. | love teach-
ing at our school. Love
our community. Grew up
here and have no desire to
leave.”

In other words, the tal-
ented OC is happy with
where he is right now.

“A hundred percent,” he
said.

“As Coach Turner says a
lot of times, that’s the fun
part - getting to call the
plays and scheme and stuff
like that. As a head coach,
everything comes back to
him. And | guess we kinda
get to still play, because we
getto dothe Xs and Os and
all the fun parts and he has
to manage.”

Kitts added that Coach
Turner is an “absolute
blessing” to work for. “He
brings energy to our pro-
gram, to our coaches and
to our kids.

“One of the big things
with him is he doesn’t want
to have our kids want for
anything. He has a second
to none mentality as far
as materialistic things and
opportunities. He wants to
be cutting edge with every-
thing and wants to offer
the best. And not just from
the competitive element of
that, but from just the true,
deep caring nature he has
for kids and our community
and our school.”

He also has an award-
winning offensive coordi-

are so many guys that have
put in so many years and

Assistant Coach of the Year
award winner on the region

back for former longtime
head coach Randy Carroll.

we are reaping the awards
of an awesome job that the

added.

going looking for,”
“It would have to

he nator who someday may

follow in his footsteps.

Karns bowler Ieads local girls into state individual tourney

Lady Hornets to face chks

By Steve Williams

Karns High's Abigail Dalton
posted the top Division | girls’
individual qualifying score among
Knox County bowlers this season
and will compete Wednesday
in the TSSAA State Bowling
Championships at Smyrna.

The Lady Beavers’ senior had a
983 total score in her six games
in the qualifying round.

Others who will be competing
in the girls’ Division | individual
competition are Carter seniors
Kayla Rucker (959) and Gracie
Miller (941) and Gibbs junior
Malyiah Smith (919).

In Division Il girls, freshman
Madeline Scott of The King's
Academy qualified with a 832
score and Catholic senior Lauren
Prince with a 797.

n_tebe::k

Abigail Dalton, Karns High
School senior, will be making the
trip to Middle Tennessee this week
to compete in the TSSAA Bowling
Championships’ Division I girls
individual tournament Wednes-
day at Smyrna. Dalton posted
the top score among Knox County

qualifiers earlier this season.

The lone qualifier among local
boys was TKA senior Brody
Blazier with a 984.

In team competition, the
unbeaten Carter girls (21-0) will
carry the Knox County banner

at the state and face Dickson
County (21-1) in the first round
Thursday at 12:30.

Coach Ray Wynn's Lady
Hornets will be making their third
straight appearance at the state,

which runs through Friday’s finals
at the 52-lane Smyrna Bowling
Center.

The TSSAA state bowling tour-
nament was originally scheduled
to be held last week, but due to
the weather conditions statewide
it had to be postponed.

Mullins, Hardin Valley AD, is
retiring

Hardin Valley Academy Athletic
Director Mike Mullins announced
Friday that he is retiring, effective
today (Jan. 22).

The longtime AD worked for 15
years at Oak Ridge and the past
two years at Hardin Valley. He has
been involved in high school ath-
letics for 37 years.

Mullins graduated from Lincoln
Memorial University in 1986 and
started his teaching and coaching

career at Powell Valley High, his
alma mater. He joined the Oak
Ridge football coaching staff in
1989.

Mullins was named the TSSAA
Athletic Director of the Year in
2009-10 - the first year that
award was given.

Hardin Valley currently has an
opening for a head football coach
and its baseball head coach is on
paid leave.

Fulton still No. 1in AP
rankings

Fulton, which lost 69-67 to
Austin-East in its last game on
Jan. 13, remains No. 1 in The
Associated Press boys basketball
state poll as of Jan. 16. Coach
Jody Wright's Falcons are 18-2.

In Class 4A, Bartlett (18-2) is
__ Continue on page 4

Coaches’ memories of ‘Snowball’ Days

High school sophomore Lauren Williams and her friend,
Katherine, celebrate the biggest snowman they have ever

built back in 2015.
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for your Home or Business!

EASY ACCESS! Text your list or use the
customizeable To-Do List on our website!

Call: 865 -

255-4399

M: hometownhandyman865@icloud.com

Cont. frompage 1
probably slept and played
in the fort for over a week.

“My dad used to bring
out our kayaks and we
would pull my baby broth-
er around on it like a sled.
We would also try to use
it going down a little hill in
our backyard.”

In addition to being the
Lady Eagles’ volleyball
coach, Williams is an ele-
mentary SOAR teacher at
Berean. The condensed
version that SOAR stands
for, according to Williams,
is Support, Opportunities,
Accommodations and
Reach our goals.

“We work with kids with
Learning Disabilities such
as ADHD, Dyslexia and
other reading/Math disor-
ders,” she said.

The‘Snow’ must
go on, despite
dog bite

Buzz McNish, Fulton: “We
definitely had snow days
growing up,” said McNish,
the Falcons’ head baseball

Buzz McNish and his son, Manny, put the finishing touches on a Manny-sized snowman
a few winters ago.

coach and a College and
Career teacher. “We had a
big hill by where | grew up.
Everyone in the neighbor-
hood would gather there
to sled. We would sled all
day long.

“A funny memory, or
maybe not so funny, from
one of those snow days
revolved around sledding,”
added McNish. “The hill
was right in front of our

house.

“The dog we had growing
up was very protective,”
pointed out McNish. “One
day while we were sled-
ding, | was wearing a ski
mask, so my face was com-
pletely covered. | was yell-
ing, like kids do. Our dog
(named Rebate) got out of
the house about the time
| started to take off down
the hill.

"l guess our dog thought
something was wrong, he
jumped on me and bit a
hole through my ear inside
the ski mask. It was pain-
ful, but I put the dog back
in the house and kept
sledding.

“Then you have a family
of your own and make new
memories with them,” con-
cluded Buzz.
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When | once wrote a
column asking Vol fans
to name
the legend-
ary figures
over the
course of
Tennessee

L football his-

ByTom 51y some-

Mattingly ,ne wrote
in and nominated George
Cafego, the Vol tailback
from 1937-39 and assis-
tant coach from 1955-
84. There are numerous
others, on and off the field,
but George Cafego was a
good starting point.

Some people say that a
number on a Tennessee
orange football jersey is
merely a number, a ready
means of identification.
There is, however, more
to the impact of a number
than you might realize.

There was a night in early
1998 that that thought pro-
cess hit home. It was Feb.
11, the night the Tennessee
community paid tribute to
George’s life at Rose Mann
Heritage Chapel in West
Knoxville. The line of visi-
tors stretched up the aisle
and nearly out the door.

On the sign-in book out-
side the chapel, the follow-
ing signature appeared,
short and to the point:
“Frank Kolinsky, No. 72.”
Here’s the connection.

Nicknamed “Bad News,”
George Cafego had worn
No. 72, rising from obscu-
rity to become a Tennessee
legend on and off the field.
For his part, Frank had also
worn orange jersey No. 72
during his time as a Vol line-
man from 1955-57.

“| was proud to wear his
number,” Frank said. “It
was an indication of the

respect and admiration |
had for him, on and off the
field. | wanted people to
know how honored | was
to share that number with
him.”

There have been numer-
ous stories written about
Cafego’s journey to
Tennessee from Scarbro,
West Va., starting with
an all-night bus ride to
Knoxville. He became an
All-American selection in
1938 and 1939 in Gen.
Neyland’s second tenure
as head coach.

Gen. Neyland once
described Cafego as “the
only practice bum | ever
coached who was a true All-
American football player.
He couldn’t do anything
in practice, but, for two
hours on a Saturday after-
noon, he did everything an
All-American player is sup-
posed to do.”

The SEC “Player of the
Year” in 1938, George was
featured in a Look maga-
zine spread on the lure of
college football and cen-
tered around the 1939
Alabama game. He was
a consensus All-America
selection in 1938 and
1939 and the No. 1 NFL
draft choice of the Chicago
Cardinals in 1940.

A member of the Vol
coaching staff from 1955-
85 under head coach-
es Bowden Wyatt, Jim
McDonald, Doug Dickey,
Bill Battle, and John Majors,
George coached the backs
and kickers and oversaw
the scout squad. He earned
great loyalty from his scout
team members, as evi-
denced by another refer-
ence in the guestbook.

After a former Vol walk-
on signed his name, he

www.knoxfocus.com

A true All-American football player

wrote: “Proud to have been
a scout team member for
Coach Cafego.”

“It's a great chance to
be with the boys who are
going to be leaders in the
community one of these
days,” said Cafego about
his experience with the
scout team. “Most of the
boys who work for me think
they’ll make it to the varsity.
Many do. These boys are
part of the team, and they
make a great contribution.
Once they come to realize
this, they work hard.”

Cafego, who came to
Knoxville as an undersized
tailback (5-10, 145), chal-
lenged his charges to make
the most of their opportuni-
ties on the practice field.

“Sometimes we move
the ball down to the five-
yard line, and there is the
varsity defense across the
line,” said George. “l put
the monkey on their backs.
| tell them every man on
the field is watching to see
what they can do. If they
want to get on the varsity,
right there’s the place to
make it. Take that ball and
stuff it down their throats.”

On ABC’s telecast of
the 1999 Fiesta Bowl,
Keith Jackson paid trib-
ute to George’s life and
Tennessee career. Here's
what Keith said late in the
game: “Phillip Fulmer went
to see George Cafego, who
is an absolute legend in
Tennessee football history,
two days before he passed
away. George said, ‘Good
luck. I'll be watching.” Good
night, George, and thanks.
Nobody’s name rests
higher in Tennessee foot-
ball than George Cafego.”

Players wearing No.
72 may come and go (31
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George Cafego, shown here in a 1930s publicity shot, was a VFL long before anyone

coined that term.

players have worn that
number to date), but, for
one night in 1998, there
were entries in a funer-
al home guestbook that
revealed special truths
about the life of a great
man and his impact on
Tennessee football.

No. 16 will always be

Peyton Manning. No. 17
will always be Tee Martin.
No. 45 will always be John
Majors. No. 57 will always
be Steve Kiner, No. 64
Jack Reynolds, and No. 92
Reggie White.

No. 72 will always be
George Cafego.

GOD'S PLACE TREASURES
THRIFT STORE

6119 Chapman Highway
Fumiture, glassware, clothing & more
Mondays: All §1 items 50¢

Come in for prayer.

Manager - Vickie Johnson
Proceeds help feed the homeless,
M-F 10am-5:30pm  865-604-807T

FAMILY SPoR"Ts RESTAURANT

1.’:‘& %)

w@f

Zeoer  HAND TOSSED PIZZAS
Jeatian. WINGS and SMOKED BBQ
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Jack Alley ready

for Air Force

By Mark Nagi

It was a tough season
overall for the Farragut
Admirals, as they finished
the regular season a win
shy of the playoffs.

One of the real bright
spots for the Ads was senior
linebacker Jack Alley, who
finished with 132 tackles,
84 of the solo variety, with
15 tackles for loss.

Those numbers proved
that Alley can in fact play
at the next level. Come
June, Alley will head west,
to continue his academic
and athletic career at Air
Force Academy.

“They had been on my
radar for a while,” Alley said
of the Falcons. “l always
thought it would be a great
place to play and get my
education, so when they
contacted me and offered
me, | knew that it was the
right place. Education was
a big thing... the next big
thing was the coaching
staff. | fell in love with them
and their ways of coaching
and on the military side |
always wanted to serve my
country, so it felt like the
right fit.”

Alley was a three-time all-
district standout and twice
an all-star selection. He
stands second all-time in
tackles in Farragut football

history. He had opportuni-
ties to consider.

“l was extremely inter-
ested in the University of
Charlotte before any of the
academies reached out to
me,” said Alley. “I decided
to hold off and ended up
recruited by all three ser-
vice academies, and | knew
Air Force was for me.”

With the Falcons, the
opportunity will be there
for Alley soon to make his
mark.

“They recruited me for
middle linebacker, and
they expect me to get
on the field pretty early,”
said Alley. “They have two
seniors right now that grad-
uated. I'll have to make it
on special teams first and
get my name in there, but |
expect to get some playing
time my sophomore year if
I can prove during my fresh-
man year that | am ready
for this level.”

Times are changing in col-
lege football, and that is the
case for Air Force as well.
While they currently play in
the underrated Mountain
West Conference, it’s pos-
sible that within the next
couple of years the Falcons
are part of a reborn Pac-12
Conference, which would
mean Alley plays Power 5
competition more often.

Even if that doesn’t
happen, Alley is excited
about his future.

“From the football aspect
the stadium is awesome,”
said Alley. “They are putting
millions into redoing the
stadium and it looks amaz-
ing. | always liked their jer-
seys t00.”

One of the neat and
unique things he will get to
be a part of is competing for
the Commander-in-Chief’s
Trophy. The CIC Trophy is
awarded to each season's
winner among Army, Navy,
and Air Force. The Falcons
hold the all-time lead with
21 trophy wins.

“l can already feel the
pressure and tension
watching it on TV,” said
Alley. “I can only imagine
how it feels playing in those
games.”

Alley plans on majoring
in Business Management.
He could eventually get his
master’s degree at another
school, but fully intends to
play his four years of col-
lege football at the Air Force
Academy, and then fulfill
his military commitment.

He will head to Air Force
in June, start with a 40-day
boot camp, then straight
into school and practice.

We wish him the best of
luck.

Karns bowler leads local girls
into state individual tourney

Cont. from page 2
on top, with Bearden (18-4)
at No. 7 and Powell (16-2)
at No. 8.

In Class 2A, Douglass
(20-0) owns the top spot,
with Gatlinburg-Pittman
No. 2, Kingston No. 3 and
Austin-East (15-6) No. 5.
The Roadrunners did get
one first-place vote in last
week’s poll.

Class 1A has Santa Fe
No. 1 and Harriman No. 2.
Both teams are 16-1.

In the Division II-AA rank-
ings, Pope John Paul Il is
No. 1 and Knoxville Webb
No. 6. In Division lI-A,
Silverdale Baptist Academy
(20-1) is leading the way.

In the AP girls rankings,
Knoxville Catholic is No. 1

in Division II-AA with a 16-3
record. Webb is No. 7.

In Division II-A, The King's
Academy is No. 4 and fol-
lows No. 1 Providence
Christian.

In Division | Class 4A,
Bradley Central is on
top with a 16-1 record.
Bearden (18-1) is No. 2 and
Campbell County No. 8.

Upperman is No. 1 in
Class 3A, with Heritage No.
3, Northview Academy No.
7 and Clinton No. 9.

McMinn Central is No. 1
in Class 2A and G-P is close
behind at No. 2.

The Wayne County girls
lead the way in Class 1A.
The Sunbright Lady Tigers
(14-2) are No. 6.

Farragut versus HVA
game rescheduled

The Hardin Valley at
Farragut basketball games
have been rescheduled for
Wednesday (Jan. 24).

Farragut’s home games
against Greeneville on
Saturday (Jan. 27) have
been cancelled.

Cleveland on top in
wrestling poll

The Top 5 remain the
same this week in the state
wrestling poll.

Cleveland is on top, fol-
lowed by Baylor, Summit,
Nolensville and Brentwood.

The Halls boys are ranked
No. 16.

HELP WANTED

University Health Systems,

Inc.,

Knoxville, TN. Physician-

Gastroenterologist. Perform & interpret diagnostic examinations, to
obtain essential date rltd to patient’s medical condition, while analyzing
patients on a regular basis. Provide direct care to patients afflicted w/
Gl disorders, w/ a focus on function & diseases of the esophague,
stomach, small intestine, colon & rectum, pancreas, gallbladder,
bile ducts & liver. Req. a medical degree (M.D.), & completion of a
fellowship in Gastroenterology. Must be licensed to practice in the
Stte of Tennessee & board certified/board eligible in Gastroenterology.
To apply, please sedn esume to physicianrecruiting@utmck.edu.

HELP WANTED - Siemens Medical Solutions USA, Inc. seeks Clinical
Apps Product Analyst in Knoxville, TN. Ensure strong interoperability
of Miscanner systems w/ Clinical Apps. Regs: Bach deg or foreign
equiv in Medical Imaging or rel fld & 5 yrs of rel exp. Will accept
any suitable combo of training, edu., exp. Mail resume to: Siemens
Medical Solutions USA, Inc c/o Janet Rynell, 810 Innovation Dr.,
Knoxville, TN37932. Ref #: 398112

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE/AUCTION

CENTRAL KARNS STORAGE (7440 OAK RIDGE HWY. KNOXVILLE,
TN 37931 865-690-7773) Is holding a lien sale of all goods stored in
units D0229; E0273; F0321; & F0424 those being in lien & abandoned
more than 60 days. These units will be sold via an on-line auction at
www.storagetreasures.com, beginning 1-24-24 and ending 1-31-24
at 11 a.m. EST. This auction is to satisfy the owner’s lien against
the delinquency of occupants: Steven Duggan, Lakeisha Anderson, Bill
Johnson, and Alicia Lee. Highest bidder must have sufficient means of
transporting goods. The acceptable payment method is cash. The sale
is subject to termination or postponement prior to the ending auction

date.

FSBO

For Sale - 4 Cemetery Lots at
Greenwood Cemetery.
$1,000 each.

Call 865-522-8869

REAL ESTATE
FOR RENT

SOUTH KNOXVILLE /
UT / DOWNTOWN

2BR, 700 SQFT APARTMENTS
$900/ MONTH

865-573-1000

WANTED

* %k WANTED & & »
MILITARY ANTIQUES
and SOUVENIRS, ALL ERAS
ESPECIALLY WWII - VIETNAM

UNIFORMS, MEDALS,
HELMETS, SWORDS, ETC.

CALL 865-368-0682

I—I—H*WANTEDH***
BROKEN PUSH & RIDING MOWERS
$10-20 PUSH OR $40-100 RIDING
MUST BE COMPLETE
B65-933-9660
LEAVE PHONE # IF NO ANSWER

January 22, 2024

IISHINRYU

SCHOOL OF

%;éffxij fkﬂ)’/gg .

Sanctioned by the Krav Maga Association,
Universal lishinryu, and Jiu Jitsu Association

KRAV MAGA

-

Currently teaching classes in:

KARATE
COMBATIVE JIU JITSU

Learn the secrets to staying alive when rules don’t apply!

GRANDMASTER PETE MILLS

Trained with the BEST INSTRUCTORS in the WORLD!
Sharing 65 years of study, research, and experience in Martial Arts.
Offering Private Individual or Group classes.

Schedule classes by calling

865-919-4751

Visit www.petemillskarate.com for more info.

ALTERATIONS

JOANNE'S ALTERATIONS,
PANTS HEMMING $5,
SPECIALIZING IN JEANS.
CALL 579-2254

CARPET
CLEANING

NICHOLS

Offaring Profassional
STEAM
CLEANING!

CARPET
CLEANING

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

AREA RUG HARDWOOD FLOOR
CLEANING RESTORATION

Call TODAY
for your FREE Estimatel

865-253.9409

CHILD CARE

MARCIA'S
LEARNING CENTER
1411 Exeter Ave, Knoxville
(865) 673-8223
Day Shift 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

DECKS

DECK » or Repairs

Quality, Honesty, Infegrity
are our PRIORITY!

Bonded & Insured
Offering FREE estimates!

Call | Text B65-888-1241

New Builds

DRY CLEANING

SMORY
MOUNTARN
DY CLEANETLS
& LAIUNDLYY
7052 Maynardville Pike

Knoxville, TN 37918
865-922-6677

ELDER CARE

CLOSE TO HOME ELDERLY
CARE. 24-HOUR CARE IN
PRIVATE HOME. RN WITH 30
YRS EXPERIENCE. EXCELLENT
REFERENCES. 865-335-6337

ELECTRICIAN

RETIRED UNION
ELECTRICIAN AVAILABLE
for service calls/small jobs,

*Ceiling Fans a Specialty*
Wayne 455-6217

Mew Builds Or Repairs
Ouality, Honesty, Integrity
"Our Priarity”

Insured & Bonded, FREE ESTIMATES
Call or Text 865-888-1241

GUTTER WORK

GUTTER CLEANING,
INSTALLATION OF 5 INCH AND
REPAIR OF FASCIA BOARD
936-5907

FLOORING

FULL SERVICE
FLOORING SPECIALIST

1315 Pembroke Ave. Knox., TN 37917

Offering Installation,
Sanding, Finishing,
and Repair on

OLD or NEW FLOORS!

Call anytime!

865-219-9803

HOME
IMPROVEMENT
HOMEHT4
< SERVICES

Honest, Professional & Fair Pricing

Brian Clark
865-415-8419

Licensed & Insured

Web: Homefitservices.com
Email: HomefitO4@gmail.com

4 Home Repairs ¢ Deck Staining

4 Roof, Siding
& Foundation
Stain Removal

# Painting
4 Wood Rot

We accept Visa I —
& MasterCard VISA

METAL WORKS

GHOST RIDERS
METAL WORKS

865-705-0742
Mobile Welding
Fabrication & Repair

State Licensed
Pipe Bollards Installed

Welding
(Stick Welding,
Mig Welding &
Gas Welding)

Painter KB
-

Interior & Exterior Painting
Celebrating 43 years of business in 2023
Licensed and Insured

865-522-3222 €)

10% off all interior/exterio
painting (51,000 or more)

randythepainterandcrew.com

‘ Repaint Specialist g

Commercial & Residential

Serving Knoxville 29 years

* Interior/Exterior
Painting

* Pressure Washing

+ Staining

* Drywall &

Carpentry B
GOOGLE S STARRATING =

WWWPILGRIMPAINTINGENOXVILLE.COM
Major Credit Cards How Accepted
FOLLOW LIS & LIKE LIS ON FACEBOOK

FREE ESTIMATES

865-291-8434

Licansed = Bonded & Insured
Background Checks and Drug Teshing
Raquired for all employees
Home impeovemeni Licesss 42015843

PAINTING- INTERIOR-
EXTERIOR
Lic. & Ins. 30 Yrs. Exp.
Free Estimates
865-573-2199
Professional Painters

ROOFING

ROOF REPAIRS,
METAL:SHINGLE:RUBBER,
ROOF COATING:FREE
ESTIMATES, 865-705-7069

TREE SERVICES

ROLENI

TREE SERVICE
TREE TRIMMING
OR REMOVAL

COMMERCIAL
and RESIDENTIAL

services avallable.

Over 50 years experience!
Locally owned! Insured!

FREE ESTIMATES!
423-259-0295
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