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Justin Biggs
Knox Co. Trustee

Last Friday, the Knox
County Trustee’s Office
announced the launch of
its new mobile office pro-
gram, a community-focused
initiative designed to bring
essential services directly
to the homes of elderly citi-
zens and those with mobil-
ity limitations. This innovative
program aims to enhance
accessibility and provide

personalized assistance in
processing payments and
completing necessary paper-
work, ensuring all residents
have equitable access to the
services they need.

The mobile office is avail-
able to visit homes through-
out Knox County by appoint-
ment, offering a convenient
and accommodating option
for those who may face

challenges visiting the trust-
ee’s office in person.

Services Provided:

- Property tax payment pro-
cessing

- Assistance with complet-
ing and submitting paper-
work

- Guidance on tax relief and
freeze programs

- General inquiries and per-
sonalized support

“We recognize the impor-
tance of accessibility and its
pivotal role in maintaining
independence and peace
of mind for our elderly and
mobility-limited residents,”
Knox County Trustee Justin
Biggs said.

“Our Mobile Office Pro-
gram is designed to provide
essential services and foster
a sense of community and

Road access
to Tipton Road
development
on
commission
agenda

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

In their January regular
meeting, the Knox County
Commission voted to create
infrastructure development
districts, approving a large
D. R. Horton Inc. housing
development along Tipton
Station Road. The $6 mil-
lion agreement passes
along street and utility
costs to future homebuy-
ers for an additional $1,000
per year on top of local real
estate taxes.

Improvements along
Tipton Station Road to allow
access to the new develop-
ment are on the commis-
sion agenda this month
which includes the Horton
company paying for county
road improvements. A vote
on the two proposed Tipton
Station Road intersection
improvements, at Martin
Mill Pike and Maryville Pike,
has been delayed month-
ly since October at the
request of the sponsor.

The increase in daily trips,
when the subdivision is
completed, is estimated at
3,136. The additional traf-
fic and the current Tipton
Station Road conditions
led to a proposal for one
new entry and exit and the
addition of a roundabout.
According to the agreement
before the commission, the
county would do the road-
work and D. R. Horton Inc.
would pay for the improve-
ments.

The creation of the infra-
structure development dis-
trict passed last month ina
10-1 vote with Fifth District
Commissioner Angela Rus-
sell opposing the motion.
The plan’s 342 residen-
tial homes on 86 acres are
expected to be complete in
2027.

Middle School Basketball Tournament Time!
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tional tournament finals on Feb. 10 at Clinton Middle School. The Bruins along
with the Vine Golden Bears and the West Valley Lady Wolves played in the TM-
SAA state tournament this past weekend in Middle Tennessee. Check out how these
three teams did in the sectionals and at the state in Sports & Recreation, Section C.

support.”

Residents can contact the
Knox County Trustee’s Office
at (865)215-4331 to sched-
ule a visit from the mobile
office.

For more information about
the Mobile Office Program or
other services offered by the
Knox County Trustee’s Office,
please visit www.knoxcounty.
org/trustee.

Ray Hill’s biography
of Senator McKellar
available for preorder

By Focus Staff

Faithful readers of The

Knoxville Focus can now !

go online and preorder a
copy of Ray Hill's new book
about Senator Kenneth
McKellar from Amazon.
com. The Kindle version
will be released on June
20, 2025, and the hard-
back edition of the book
will be shipped on June 10,
2025, if you order soon.
The book'’s title is “Senator
Kenneth McKellar: Feudin’
Son of Tennessee.”

Ray Hill has been writ-
ing one of the most popu-
lar features of The Knoxville
Focus for the last fourteen
years. “Pages of the Past,”
which focuses on history,
has a wide readership not
only within the metro Knox
County area, but also in
Nashville and Washington,
D.C. Hill's column also is
a big draw with folks from
states all over the country.

“I'm asked all the time
when | am going to write
a book,” Hill said recently.
“Well, I've written one.”

The University of Tennes-
see Press is publishing Hill's
biography of Tennessee’s
Kenneth D. McKellar, who
served longer in Congress
than any other person in
the Volunteer State’s long

Ray Hill
Focus columnist, author
and historian

history. McKellar served for
six years in the U.S. House
of Representatives and for
thirty-six consecutive years
in the United States Senate
for an amazing total of for-
ty-two years.

The description of the
book on Amazon reads,
“In his new biography of
McKellar, Ray Hill traces
the political career of Ten-
nessee’s longest-serving
senator and paints a col-
orful, nuanced portrait of
the senator’s character and
convictions. He chronicles
McHKellar's decades-long
political contributions to
Tennessee and the United
States as a whole, from
the beginnings of the Boss

Fire and Rescue Committee talks funding,
recruitment, Rural Metro status

By Ken Leinart

Global Medical Response
Inc., owner of Rural Metro Fire,
announced in October 2024 that
it was selling the Knox County
fire service provider to Alabama-
based Brindlee Fire Services.

The sale is anticipated to be
finalized by the end of 2025, pend-
ing regulatory approvals.

During Wednesday afternoon’s
Knox County Fire and Technical
Rescue Committee meeting, Rural
Metro Fire Chief Jeff Devlin gave
an update on the sale.

Sort of.

“There’s really nothing to
update,” Devlin said. “Just a list of
1,000 things long to switch over.
The CEO (of Brindlee) has not been
down and when that happens we'll
get together.”

Devlin said he was “super excit-
ed” to be working with “a commu-
nity-based” fire company.

“They will look to solve Rural
Metro’s problems, and by exten-
sion, the community’s problems.”

The committee did, howev-
er, answer some questions from
Knox County At-large Seat 11
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Commissioner and vice-chair Kim
Frazier about what the depart-
ments “are facing.”

Said Frazier, “l just want to hear
about the agencies ... So that
(County Commission) can respond
accordingly.”

Karns Fire Department Chief
Daron Long spoke first since his
department answered a call on
the morning of Dec. 31, 2024, in
which two houses were lost.

He said when his department
first arrived one house was about
75% involved. Then the wind shift-
ed and a second house caught

fire. Long said wind gusts that day
were as high as 50 miles-per-hour.

“Weather played a part, setting
a second house on fire,” Long said.

But other challenges greeted
firefighters, such as cars parked
along both sides of the roadway
the houses were on.

“It makes it challenging when
cars are parked on both sides of
the road,” he said.

Long and other members of the
committee said it would help if
the county could enforce parking
restrictions.

____ Continue on page 4
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From a distance

By John J. Duncan Jr.
duncanj@knoxfocus.com

The hatred in the hearts
and minds of many on the
Left is just astounding.
Having spent a lifetime
closely following and being
involved in the American
political scene, | have never
seen anything as extreme
as the bitter hatred and
anger directed toward
Donald Trump.

Now, just as love expands
so that a parent can love a
second and third child as
much as the first, appar-
ently political hatred can
expand, too.

While the hatred for

President Trump has not
abated, and in fact has
grown because of many of
his executive orders, the
hate in the hearts of many
liberals has expanded to
cover Elon Musk, too.

I mentioned in a column
a couple of years ago that
I am in a men’s book club.
We have just finished read-
ing a lengthy but easy-to-
read biography of Musk by
Walter Isaacson.

| have never read a book
that made me feel so
unsuccessful. | have felt
good about being able to
help thousands of people
during my career as a
teacher, lawyer, judge and
congressman, usually in
small ways, but still very
important to those people.

But everything Musk did
(and is doing) was HUGE,
and almost everything has
seemingly turned to gold.
Forbes Magazine estimat-
ed his net worth by 2025
as $397 billion and said he
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is the world’s richest man.

He is the world’s most
successful man except in
the most important way -
his personal life.

He has fathered 12 chil-
dren with three different
women, only one of whom
he was married to. He
works around the clock,
leaving little time with his
children, one of which is
now a trans-gender woman
who has changed her last
name because she wants
nothing to do with Musk.

He has been divorced
three times (twice from one
of his wives), and has had
numerous short-term rela-
tionships. He has a touch
of Asperger syndrome -
a form of autism - which
causes him to have diffi-
culty in social relationships
with other people. He has
fired many people who have
worked for him.

He seems to be a very
rich, very brilliant man, and
I am sure he has had many

Ray Hill’s biography of Senator

McKellar available for

Cont. from page 1

Crump political machine
to McKellar’s historic vic-
tory as the first popularly
elected US senator from
Tennessee in 1916. Hill
offers a balanced account
of McKellar’'s forty-two
years in office, exploring
his early Democratic suc-
cesses under Woodrow
Wilson and Franklin D.
Roosevelt, his steadfast
support for the Tennes-
see Valley Authority, and
his fierce, unwavering com-
mitment to Tennessee and
its people.

“As the only full-length
biography of McKellar to
date, Hill's meticulously
researched volume
fills a significant gap in
scholarship, shedding new
light on the life and career
of one of Tennessee’s most
prominent political figures.
Drawing on articles from
more than one hundred
U.S. newspapers on

McKellar’s life and politics,
this biography will not only
appeal to both scholars
and students of US political
science but also offers a
captivating story to all who
love Tennessee and the
state’s rich history.”

It will surprise no one
who regularly read’s Ray
Hill's column that his book
on the life and career of
Senator McKellar reads
like a Bible of Tennessee

politics for the period of
1911 through 1952. No
aficionado of Tennessee
history or politics can do
without a copy of “Senator
Kenneth McKellar: Feudin’
Son of Tennessee.” With a
forward written by former
Congressman John J.
“Jimmy” Duncan Jr., who
is also a Focus columnist,
itis a volume with the com-
plete cast of colorful char-
acters which populated
Tennessee’s political stage
for decades. Readers will
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moments of great joy. But
he seems to be a never-sat-
isfied, very unhappy man.

But in spite of his person-
al problems, | believe the
American taxpayers are
very fortunate to have him
helping Donald Trump at
the top of our federal gov-
ernment.

His success seems to
be because he questions
every requirement, rule,
regulation, and expendi-
ture, and always wants to
know if anything can be
done in a better, cheaper,
faster way. No detail is too
small.

lam proud that | can hon-
estly say if everyone had
voted the way | did in my
30 years in Congress, we
would not have any federal
debt, and this nation would
be much stronger.

But the Democrat way,
aided and abetted by some
Republicans, was to vote
for any and every kind of
spending and then to pay

for it through a combination
of taxes and tremendous
inflation of our currency,

With the unfortunate
exception of many billions
going to Israel, Trump and
Musk are making the first
serious effort to bring fed-
eral spending down.

Anyone who doesn’t think
this has to be done (with
our debt now at an incom-
prehensible $36 trillion)
should read this from Eric
Metaxas’ best-selling biog-
raphy, “Bonhoeffer”:

“For Germany, 1923 was
disastrous. The German
mark, which had begun
to slide two years eatrlier,
went into free fall. In 1921
it dropped to 75 marks to
the dollar, the next year to
400; and by early 1923 it
plunged to 7000. But this
was only the beginning of
SOrrows.

“Germany was beginning
to buckle under the pres-
sure of meeting the pay-
ments stipulated by the
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Hate For Trump Has Now Expanded To Musk

Versailles Treaty. . .The
resultant economic turmoil
would make the bleak con-
ditions of a few months ear-
lier look like the good old
days: by August a dollar was
worth one million marks;
and in September, August
seemed like the good old
days. By November 1923 a
dollar was worth about four
billion German marks.”

In the years leading up
to this crash, Germany was
considered to be the most
educated country in the
world. Our worst depression
occurred 16 years after the
Federal Reserve System
was created, supposedly
to prevent such things hap-
pening here.

Too many of our people
naively think the German
inflation of the 1920s
can’t happen here. It can if
Trump, Musk and other lose
their fight to bring federal
spending under control.

Why did Putin
invade Ukraine?

| was wonder-
ing why Putin
invaded Ukraine.
It was obvi-
ous that he was
going to do so.
You don’'t amass
200,000 troops
on the Ukraine
border just to
have a parade.
Putin made
noises about
annexing the two Rus-
sian-speaking provinces
of Donetsk and Luhansk
and supporting their insur-
gents during the buildup.
Putin was emboldened by
Russia’s seizing of Crimea
in 2014 without hardly
a peep from the West or
resistance from Ukraine.
Although some pointed to
the seizure as a result of
Crimean residents want-
ing to reunite with Russia,
the main reason was to
keep the Black Sea port of
Sevastopol. This gave the
Russian navy access to
the Mediterranean. Some
say that Russia invaded
Ukraine to prevent it from
joining NATO. If that were
the case, then why didn’t
it invade Finland? Some
say that Putin was trying
to reclaim the borders of
the old Soviet Union. So
why didn’t he annex Belar-
us? Others say that Russia
considers Ukraine as part
of Russia and not a sepa-
rate country, yet the Ukrai-
nians have a separate lan-
guage and culture.

| have never believed
any of this. | am an econ-
omist so | looked for eco-
nomic reasons for Russia
to invade Ukraine. If Russia
annexed Crimea for mili-
tary reasons, then it likely
wanted the rest of Ukraine
for reasons other than
unifying Russian speak-
ers. First, they probably

By Dr. Harold A. Black
blackh@knoxfocus.com
haroldblackphd.com

perceived that
Ukraine was
weak and they
could annex it as
easily as Crimea.
Second, they
thought that the
Russian speak-
ers would rebel
against Ukraine.
Third, they were
greedy.

Russia invad-
ed because Ukraine is rich
in agricultural and mineral
resources. Ukraine is called
the breadbasket of Europe
- while Russia is simply a
basket case. Ukraine has
some of the world’'s most
fertile land and is one of
the world’s largest export-
ers of grain. More than 70%
of the country is agricultur-
al. It is the world’s largest
producer of sunflowers and
sunflower oil. It is a major
producer of barley, wheat,
corn, rye, soybeans and
potatoes. Obviously, the
war has adversely affect-
ed food production with
prices increasing for agri-
cultural produce. Howev-
er, isn't it interesting that
Russia has an agreement
with Ukraine to keep the
safe transport of produce
out of Ukraine? If Russia
had blockaded agricultural
exports, experts said that
there would have been a
food crisis in much of Africa
and parts of Asia. That
would have turned those
countries, some of whom
are Russian allies, against
the invasion.

Although Ukraine being
an agricultural giant is well
known, less well known is
that the country is rich in
other resources. The coun-
try is a mineral superpower,
home of some of the larg-
est reserves of vital miner-
als. The US says that of 50
minerals that are vital to its

national security, Ukraine
has ample supplies of 22
of them. In fact, Ukraine
has large reserves of 117
of the 120 most vital min-
erals in the world. Iron ore,
graphite, shale gas, ura-
nium, lithium, manganese
and others are in Ukraine
valued in excess of $26 tril-
lion. Ukraine also has off-
shore hydrocarbon depos-
its, oil and natural gas. It
has coal reserves valued at
over $20 trillion along with
deposits of cobalt, copper,
beryllium, nickel and tin.
Russia wants these riches.

I may be naive with
regard to foreign affairs but
the agriculture, the miner-
als and the energy reserves
are reasons enough for
Russia to try to seize con-
trol of all of Ukraine. |
wonder why this has been
ignored in the press. More-
over, we keep hearing that
we have no strategic inter-
est in Ukraine so why
should we keep supplying
them with weapons? One
very strategic reason is not
to let the country’s riches
fall into the hands of the
Russians.

Since we have supported
Ukraine with over $200 bil-
lion in arms and supplies,
| would be disappointed
if Trump didn’t continue
to support Ukraine and
establish a significant
trade agreement with it.
Rather than continuing to
be dependent upon China
for rare earth materials, we
could trade with Ukraine. In
fact, Ukraine could replace
China as the major source
of minerals for green
energy. Trump loves tariffs
but a free trade agreement
with Ukraine makes a lot of
sense. It would be foolish if
we didn't seek to end this
war with a trade agreement
that would benefit America.
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Good Job,
Betsy Henderson

Betsy Henderson, chair
of the Knox County Board
of Education, was polite
and professional under the
severe provocation of some
rude people who demand-
ed her resignation. Why?
Because Henderson dared
to go to Nashville and speak
up for Governor Bill Lee’s
voucher plan. Anybody who
knows anything about Betsy
Henderson knows she is
outspoken in her belief that
parents should not only be
involved in the education
of their children but also
ought to be respected and
listened to by the school
system where their children
are taught. Henderson has
always believed parents
have a right to know just
exactly what their children
are being taught. Betsy Hen-
derson has never hidden
the fact, quite the con-
trary, she has always been
upfront about her belief in
parental rights and school

choice. Henderson’s posi-
tion is thoughtful and she
has won every election in
which she has run, and not
by just a little bit, either.
“We can support both
public schools and school
choice,” Henderson said.
Henderson also pointed
out the legislature had dem-
onstrated its support for
public schools by increas-
ing Knox County schools’
budget by 35% over just
the last five years. A letter
written by someone living
in Henderson'’s district con-
demned Henderson, writ-
ing her “enthusiastic public
support for school vouch-
ers is an egregious betray-
al of the students, teach-
ers, families, employees,
and community members
of Knox County Schools.” It
is no such thing.
Commissioner Terry Hill
charging it was a “gross
misuse of a position of
power” for her to have tes-
tified before the Education
Committee in Nashville is
absurd. Terry Hill's public
service is notable only
because she has a well-
deserved reputation for
talking out of both sides of
her mouth. If anything is a
gross misuse of a position
of power it is Hill's denounc-
ing Ms. Henderson. Terry, in
the United States of Amer-
ica, even public officials
have the right to freedom
of speech. Just as you have
the right to fling a baseless
accusation, so, too does
Betsy Henderson have the
right to speak as a private

Brief ethics
meeting reviews
no complaints

Mike Steel
Sgnlor Writer y

steelym@knoxfocus.com

In what may have been
the shortest meeting
ever held in Knox County,
the ethics committee
spent only seven min-
utes together Wednesday
morning. The new chair-
woman, Deborah Stafford,
headed the committee
for her first time and new
member Michael Bittel
was introduced.

The committee heard a
devotional from Commis-
sioner Damon Rawls and
Vice Chair Byron Wood led
the Pledge. With no new
business and no old busi-
ness to discuss, Chair-
woman Stafford used the
gavel, for the first time, to

adjourn the meeting.

In previous years the
Knox County Ethics Com-
mittee, under Chairman
Michael Covington, heard
several complaints involv-
ing elected county offi-
cials. The law department
now screens any com-
plaints filed and passes
any complaint deemed
credible on to the ethics
committee. Previous com-
plaints involved candi-
dates prior to an election.
The rules for the ethics
committee were changed
and for more than two
years no new complaints
have been heard by the
body.

The next meeting of the
ethics group is scheduled
for Wednesday, May 13.

www.knoxfocus.com
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individual before the state
legislature. Ms. Henderson
was careful to state she was
not there to speak on behalf
of the board, but rather as
a mother and citizen of the
State of Tennessee.

I don’t recall much
of anyone condemning
former board member Jen-
nifer Owen who went to
Nashville every year while
she served on the board
to lobby against vouchers.
Terry Hill served on the
board with Ms. Owen and
never complained about
Ms. Owen lobbying for her
own personal point of view.
No member of the county
commission or board of
education speaks for the
full body, something any-
body with a lick of common
sense should know.

Just about everybody in
Terry Hill's family seems to
have served on the Knox
County Board of Education
and so did I, but unfortu-
nately, Commissioner Hill
was more interested in
representing the teachers’
unions and the bureaucracy
than she was in the parents
and students. Evidently, Ms.
Hill is still representing that
same constituency on the
Knox County Commission.
And would Terry Hill's com-
ment have been worthy of
being printed in the daily
newspaper had she not
been a member of the
county commission? Surely
not. Maybe Hill should have
followed her own advice and
kept her own mouth shut.
But then few politicians

have kept one finger in the
air and a baton in the other
hand, ready to run and get
in front of the parade as
has Terry Hill. Unfortunate-
ly for her constituents and
Knox County, Terry Hill has
a USAID mindset.

Historically, teachers
unions do not want any kind
of oversight or accountabil-
ity. These unions and their
supporters bray we should
fully fund schools, yet they
can’t tell anyone what that
would be; it just takes more
and more money and we
aren’t turning out a better
product. And Betsy Hen-
derson is representing the
people who elected her,
much as the vocal teach-
er unionists would like to
disbelieve. Henderson has
always put the students and
parents above the school
bureaucracy. The same
people who hate account-
ability inside the school
system also loathe the idea
of the taxpayers having any
say in what they pay for.
Members of the board of
education are not elected to
represent the system; they
are elected to represent the
families who are the reason
the system exists.

Here in Knox County, fully
two-thirds of every local tax
dollar goes to support the
schools. Three-fourths of
the budget goes for just two
entities: schools and the
sheriff’s department. Every
other aspect of county
government is run off the
remaining quarter out of
every tax dollar.

Betsy Henderson was
NOT elected to represent
the school bureaucracy,
teachers, or administra-
tors; she was elected to
represent the students and
parents. As stated previ-
ously, after all it is the par-
ents who pay for it as tax-
payers. The Knox County
Board of Education has
been well represented by
those who think of parents
as an afterthought. The late
Mike McMillan, who served
on the board for more than
a decade and had spent his
entire adult life as a teach-
er, once observed some of
his colleagues constantly
mentioned teachers with-
out ever once mentioning
taxpayers. McMillan also
liked to point out the only
time some of his colleagues
mentioned students and
parents was as a shield to
protect themselves.

Betsy Henderson is free
to speak her mind, as a
member of the Knox County
Board of Education, as a
parent herself, and as an
American just as those who
disagree with her can jump
on her Facebook page and
howl and squall in outrage.
That's what free speech
and democracy is, after all.

Sam Lee Would
Make A Great U.S.
Attorney

Knox County District
Attorney General Charme
Allen has done a good job in
serving in a very important
office. Sam Lee is General
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Allen’s chief deputy and has
done much to contribute to
her success in prosecuting
criminals. Lee has made an
application to serve as the
U.S. Attorney for the East-
ern District of Tennessee.
The U.S. Attorney’s post is
a position of great impor-
tance to our community and
all of East Tennessee.

Sam Lee not only has
the legal knowledge neces-
sary to hold such a post but
also possesses the admin-
istrative ability necessary
to make a success of the
appointment. Lee also
has the vital experience of
having served as a prose-
cutor and is uniquely well-
positioned to serve during
the second Trump admin-
istration. With the U.S. gov-
ernment finally enforcing
the laws on the books and
making a herculean effort
to remove the violent ille-
gal alien gangs from our
streets and communities, it
makes a great deal of differ-
ence just who is appointed
to serve as our U.S. Attor-
ney. Sam Lee would be the
perfect choice to cooper-
ate with the federal agen-
cies and local governments
as the U.S. Attorney for the
Eastern District of Tennes-
see.

Sam Lee is able, hard-
working, and very much a
part of our local communi-
ty. While there may be one
or two who rival Lee in abili-
ty, patriotic zeal, and experi-
ence, there are none better.

Want to run for Knoxville City Council?

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer

steelym@knoxfocus.com

Knoxville has a city election this
year with five council seat contests
on the primary and general elec-
tion ballots. Already five people have
indicated they want to seek the posi-
tions. The primary is August 26 and
the top two vote-getters in each dis-
trict will face off in the November 4
general election. Early voting in the
primary starts August 6.

Candidates may pick up petitions
starting March 17 and the withdrawal
deadline is May 22.

Efforts to have city-wide ballots
failed last year and city voters will
vote by district only.

The five seats are currently held by
Tommy Smith in District 1, Andrew
Roberto in District 2, Seema Singh
in District 3, Lauren Rider in District
4 and Gwen McKenzie in District 6.
Four of the five current council mem-
bers are term-limited according to the
election office. Smith was appointed
to the council to replace Stephanie
Welch in 2020 and was elected in
2021, only serving about six years.

UNLOCK YOUR

HREAM HOME

“I am able to run for another term
but | have decided to pass the baton,”
Smith told The Focus last week.

There’s plenty of time for other
people to enter the races.

So far Karyn Adams seeks the Dis-
trict 1 seat, Nathan Honeycutt in Dis-
trict 2, Judy Mullins and Frank Ramey
in District 3, and Matthew DeBarde-
laben in District 4. Rev. Sam Brown
has indicated he may seek McKen-
zie's District 6 seat.

Knox County Elections
101

Whether you have announced or
are thinking of running you may want
to attend the Knox County Elections
101 seminar that will answer ques-
tions on what steps you might take,
how the county ensures fair and accu-
rate elections, why polling places
change and why a ballot appears a
certain way.

This will be the third seminar pre-
sented by the Knox County Election
Commission, which oversees federal,
state, county and city elections. The

three-hour seminar will be held on
Saturday, March 1 and you can reg-
ister at www.knoxvotes.org.

During the session you may take
part in a mock election and learn
about several topics including the dif-
ferent types of elections and voting,
how polling places are determined,
what candidates need to know, how
accurate voter rolls are maintained,
the role of poll workers, how votes are
counted, and election integrity and
security procedures.

There’s no cost for the seminar
but attendees must register and the
class is limited to 40 people with fre-
quent voters given a preference. You
must be registered to vote in Knox
County and the session runs from 9
a.m. until 12:30 p.m. It's being held
at the Downtown West Early Voting
and Training Facility at 1645 Down-
town West. The deadline to register
is Friday, February 21.

Additional information is available
by calling (865) 215-2480.
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More residential housing decisions before Knox Commission

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

When the Knox County Com-
mission meets for its monthly
zoning session on Wednesday it
will consider many requests for
additional residential projects.

One of the two requests on the
agenda from Benjamin Mullins
has been postponed each month
since November. Mullins is asking
to rezone property at 8920

Karns Valley Road from agricul-
tural to planned residential for
six dwelling units per acre. The
zoning commission approved the
change, in a 13-0 vote, with one
condition: the District 6 property
would retain its floodway zone.
Mullins also has a request to
change the number of units in a
planned residential zoned prop-
erty, upping the dwelling units
from 2.5 to five per acre. The
request was moved from January

to the February meeting by the
applicant and the property is at
4923 Shipe Road in District 8.
The planning commission is rec-
ommending three units per acre.

District 8 has three other
rezoning requests. Stefan Claar
is asking to change 8007 Mil-
lertown Pike from agricultural
to planned residential for two
dwellings per acre; Molly Hughes
is asking to change property at
2425 Mine Road from industrial

to agricultural; and Mesana
Investments LLC seeks to change
204 North Wooddale Road from
agricultural to planned residential
for six units per acre. The Mesana
request was made in January and
moved to February on a motion
by Commissioner Larsen Jay.
Two requests fall within Dis-
trict 9: Paul Blake is asking for a
change from agricultural to low-
density residential (RA) for 125
Highland View Drive and Terry

Romans is asking that 1907 East
Governor John Sevier Highway
be rezoned from agricultural to
neighborhood commercial (CN).
Both rezonings were approved in
a 13-0 vote by planners.

Within District 3 is a request
from Benchmark Associates Inc.
to change 2007 Robinson Road
from agricultural to low-density
residential, with a planning com-
mission approval.

Finding Old Railroad epots

By Mike Steely

| grew up about a block
away from a railroad sta-
tion, back when passenger
trains still ran. That old sta-
tion is still there and when
I’'m visiting my hometown |
often drop by and peek in.
The station is now used by
the city and houses a few
offices.

My family’s house was
just across the street from
the tracks and | became
used to trains passing and
the noise and rumbling. |
now live in Knoxville and my
backyard borders the rail-
road; | seldom notice the
noise.

| guess that’s why I'm so
interested in railroads and
particularly the old railroad
stations and depots. Many
of them, like the Heiskell
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Nice railroad depot, right? Nope, it’s the Corryton Public Library built by the railroad to look like a historic train depot.
If youve only passed by there and never stopped in, you probably thought it is a depot.

station, have long disap-
peared. Some, like the L&N
Station and the Southern
Depot yet stand in one
form or another. My neigh-
borhood’s station in Inskip
has long disappeared but
was once a stop between
Knoxville and Fountain City
for the short line that once

served the area.

There are several that
continue to exist today
and are either empty,
used for storage, or now
have a different function.
The Loudon, Cookeville,
Crossville, Greenback,
Clinton, Rogersville, Bulls
Gap, Sweetwater, and

Philadelphia depots still
exist but with other uses.
The Etowah train station
is one depot worth a visit.
It was once the headquar-
ters for the train company
and now is a museum with
a caboose and many exhib-
its. The Fountain City depot
still stands and now houses

several businesses yet you
wouldn’t know or recognize
it as a train depot.

The real surprise to me
is the Corryton Depot.
Or should | say Corryton
Library?

Built in 1993 with funds
raised by local residents
to resemble a train depot,

the library continues to
serve the community and
was acquired by the county
after the “depot” style
building was completed at
7733 Corryton Road.

You might think that the
Corryton Historic Society is
housed in the “new” depot
but the society’s museum
is housed in a historic one-
room schoolhouse that was
built in the early 1900s.
The building has been
restored to its original con-
dition and now serves as
a showcase for the soci-
ety’s collections. Visitors
can explore the museum
and learn about the town’s
early settlers, its agricultur-
al heritage, and the impact
of the Civil War on the area.

The Corryton Historical
Society is located in Cor-
ryton and is dedicated to
preserving the rich histo-
ry and culture of the area.
Founded in 1987, the soci-
ety has a vast collection of
artifacts, documents, and
photographs that tell the
story of Corryton and its
people.

Fire and Rescue Committee talks funding, recruitment, Rural Metro status

Cont. from page 1

Another situation that
provides a unique challenge
for firefighters are homes
built on ridge tops because
the water pressure for fight-
ing fires drops in those situ-
ations.

“It's not the county’s
planning department’s
fault,” Long said. “That
rests more with planning
from the developers.”

Funding for the fire
departments making up
coverage of areas in Knox
County not covered by the
City of Knoxville - Rural
Metro, Karns, and Seymour
Volunteer Fire Department
- was another topic dis-
cussed.

One form of funding for

NEXT LEVEL
@3 DM

departments comes from
residential subscriptions. If
you live in Knox County and
your house has a fire emer-
gency and (as an example)
Rural Metro responds, you
won’t be billed by Rural
Metro if you have an annual
subscription.

Annual subscriptions are
not that expensive and can
save homeowners money
with ther home insurance
fees.

Dwight Van de Vate, Chief
Operating Officer of Knox
County, said about half of
the residents in rural Knox
County subscribe for fire
protection. But that sub-
scription is tenuous.

He said you can tell by
chatter on social media.
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Using Karns Fire Depart-
ment as an example, Van
de Vate said, “Karns gets
$200,000 in a budget of
more than $4 million and
suddenly, ‘Karns is already
funded, why should | sub-
scribe?’” You have to
be very careful about
that’Someone gave them
$50,000 so I'm cancelling
my subscription.”

Long said it’s also very
hard for departments in the
county to be awarded feder-
al grant dollars.

“There are grants,” Long
said. “But few and far
between grants of signifi-
cant amounts.

“What hurts us the most
is the population of our
county.”

While counties around
Knox County, those with
smaller populations, are
having grant applications
approved, not so for Knox
County, although the Knox
fire departments apply-
ing for those grants serve
about the same make up
of residents as those other
counties.

Van de Vate said there
are three models for fund-
ing fire departments. There
is the residential (city) and
rural volunteer depart-
ments, “And there’s Knox
County. And I'm not saying
that in a good way.”

Staffing is another con-
cern for the departments
serving Knox County.

“It's always a challenge,”

Devlin said.

Training a firefighter is
one thing. Keeping them is
another.

“People tend to move

n,” Devlin said. “When

factories are hiring, we lose
people. We fill our slots, but
it's tough sometimes.
“They are looking for
a job. We know that. But

(recruiting and training)
eats up a lot of resources
and time.”

Following the fact finding
session, a consensus was
reached by the commit-
tee to have a list of at least
10 questions/concerns to
present to Knox County
Commission by June 30.
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Are you interested in reducing your
energy consumption by as much as
40%? Well, the most effective way to
make that happen might come as
some surprise fo you. It has nothing fo
do with your car, or your light bulbs,
or any household appliance that you
might be thinking of ... gefting a more
energy efficient heating & cooling
system is one of the best ways you
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Purpose

Trump isn’t radical. He'’s
just radically changing our
country back to normal.

Jesse Watters

I never heard what
Punxsutawney Phil saw on
last Groundhog Day, but |
saw Woodland Crocus last
week and Daffodil shoots
pushing up through the
mulch, so spring must
be close. | know it's early
February and winter is not
done, but these early signs
fill me with anticipation and
the hope of spring.

Daffodils trigger in
my thoughts William
Wordsworth’s famous
poem of the same name.
Even now a spring “crowd”
of yellow “flashes upon my
inward eye” (Google the
poem and enjoy).

| read that January was
the coldest month we've
had in a decade, so | am
more than ready for spring
and the special green of
new growth immortalized

No more cars and trucks on Gay Street

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

in Robert Frost’s beautiful
poem “Nothing Gold Can
Stay.” Take a moment and
treat yourself. Google both
of these poems and think
of spring!

It is human nature for
people to take things for
granted, even the return of
spring. Perhaps conjuring
spring might help. We also
resist change, especially
as we get older. The pre-
Socratic Greek philosopher
Heraclitus said that every-
thing changes (a nuanced
translation). However,
people are “more disposed
to suffer” than to rise up
and “abolish” government,
even those governments
that are destructive of “life,
liberty and the pursuit of
happiness” (Declaration of
Independence).

We are definitely in need
of change in our govern-
ment. However, we are
witnessing the resistance
to change as we watch
Democrats like “Mad”

by Mayor Kincannon.
The bridge

spans

Maxine Waters rage against
the DOGE Boys and the stal-
wart security agent stand-
ing guard at the Department
of Education. Meanwhile,
Democrat dinosaur Chuck
Schumer screams about
everything Trumpian while
waving a Corona beer and
an avocado as he explains
guacamole. Even progres-
sive Jon Stewart was embar-
rassed by the feckless
Democrat fossil.

And don’t think
Democrats have reserves
on their bench. Kamala is a
proven loser. Pocahontas is
a fraud. After the California
Fire mismanagement, Gavin
Newsom is a bust. Nor
would | let bartender AOC
open my beer.

It is stunning that the
Democrats are on the wrong
side of every issue, especial-
ly those issues Americans
care about. Examples
include the deportation of
criminal illegals, the open
border, DEI, trans opera-
tions for kids or trans men
in women’s sports and bath-
rooms. The Democrats have
become the anti-common
sense and anti-government
reform party. It is stunning
to watch an entire political
party disintegrate.

Obama once said
“Elections have conse-
quences” and “l have a pen
and a phone” to govern
without legislation. So does
President Trump. Perhaps
Obama should hold a

seminar to explain reality
to those who still call them-
selves Democrats, but who
are actually progressive
“corrupt-o-crats.”

Maybe the Democratsand
the unelected Washington
bureaucrats took their
USAID gravy train for grant-
ed. And like a child whose
toy has been taken away, all
they can do is throw exhibi-
tionist tantrums and curse.
And of course, Democrats
are returning to their law-
fare gambits to hinder the
duly elected president’s
lawful executive orders
and actions. Ultimately, the
Supreme Court will have to
settle whether the president
or some federal judge is the
leader of the country.

Amazingly, some Dems
are even threatening to shut
down their precious govern-
ment to protest President
Trump and the DOGE Boys.
What kind of fool would
oppose an audit of the fed-
eral government or side with
Washington, D.C., bureau-
crats over We The People
of Main Street? | watched
some of the ridiculously
partisan DOGE subcommit-
tee hearings, but | did learn
from expert testimony that
the federal government
accepts a 20% fraud rate,
whereas private businesses
hold fraud to 3% or go out of
business! The government
doesn’t go out of business
and gets to just print more
money, producing more

inflammation and deflating
the value of the dollars in
your pocket.

Democrats rant that Elon
Musk and his DOGE team
are not elected officials and
therefore can’t be trusted to
audit federal agencies. Only
the president and vice presi-
dent are elected in the exec-
utive branch. Anthony Fauci
wasn't an elected official
and was in charge of hun-
dreds of millions of dollars
and authorized $40 million
in funding for the Wuhan
lab to do gain-of-function
research. The misman-
aged Chinese lab leaked
the modified Covid virus
to escape and kill millions.
Sure seems like an outside
auditor needs to review
everything in Washington.
Incidentally, Harry Hopkins
was an unelected “informal
advisor” to FDR during the
Depression and actually
lived in the White House for
some time. Elon Musk is the
audit advisor to President
Trump and was given such
authority by our country’s
CEO.

The Dems now have a
Hobson’s choice: defend the
indefensible USAID and the
status quo in Washington or
lose their USAID gravy train
and power. Now you see why
Dems are going to court.
Follow the money, the root
of Washington power. The
Democrats are in a crisis
because the “forever gov-
ernment is being uprooted”

the

Knoxville Mayor Indya
Kincannon held a press confer-
ence recently and announced
some sad news, especially for the
growing South Knoxville water-
front. The historic 127-year-old
Gay Street Bridge is being per-
manently closed to car and truck
traffic because of some serious
structural problems.

Kincannon said that about $2
million will go into stabilizing the
span for the use of pedestrian
and bicycle traffic. Eventually,
with future federal, state and
local funding, a new bridge may
be constructed. She said that
safety comes first and the his-
toric bridge may be open to bike
and walking traffic by the end of
the year.

The Gay Street Bridge, built
in 1898, has been closed since
June of 2024. The structure was
called “an iconic part of the city”

Tennessee River at the site
of a Civil War pontoon bridge
built by Union General Ambrose
Burnside. That temporary bridge
washed away in 1867 and a cov-
ered bridge opened in 1875 but
was destroyed by a tornado. It
was replaced by the Saulpaw
Howe truss bridge that stood until
1898 and was demolished with
the completion of the Gay Street
Bridge.

The bridge was built to handle
trolley and vehicle traffic and
greatly helped the expansion and
growth of South Knoxville. It was
closed for repair from 2001 to
2004 but failed a recent state
inspection. The bridge may pos-
sibly be opened for EMS vehicles
and Knoxville Area Transit buses.

Access to South Knoxville from
downtown is available over the
Henley Street Bridge and the
James White Parkway Bridge.
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(Buck Sexton). The status
quo with waste, fraud
and abuse is the modus
operandi for Washington
Democrats.

Every reputable busi-
ness does audits, except
our government. No wait,
the Pentagon has audits
but has failed the last
seven. | guess this means
the Pentagon can’t explain
where the money or pro-
curements went. Of the
armed services, | read that
the Marines passed their
last audit. The new Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth has
welcomed a DOGE audit of
the Pentagon.

In a fraud situation, there
are three categories: vic-
tims, investigators and
perps. Americans are the
victims, DOGE is the inves-
tigator and you can see why
the Dems are in a panic
(Greg Gutfeld).

The high energy DOGE
whiz kids with their inves-
tigative computer algo-
rithms are the future, not
Mad Maxine or fossils like
Schumer, McConnell or
obstructionist Democrats.

I’'m not the future. | look
at my grandkids and see the
future. Someday, my days
will be done, but not yet.
So, like President Trump,
my purpose is to “fight,
fight, fight” for my grand-
kid’s future and our country.

You may email Dr. Ferguson at
fergusonj@knoxfocus.com

Bridge

-
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The Gay Street Bridge is permanently closed to car and truck traffic with repairs too expensive. The city
is converting the bridge to pedestrian and bike traffic only by the end of this year, with the possible use of
emergency vehicles if needed.
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OLD MAN'S
ST ANE?
STORXE:

By Harry Brooks
hrbrooks68@gmail.com

As a collector, my spe-
cialty is collecting used
US stamps. Why? As a
youth, | could find a lot of
used stamps for free. As
a teenager purchasing an
album, catalogue, or stamp
required choosing between
date money, gas money,
drive-in burgers, or a stamp.

Most decisions placed the
stamp-related purchase at
the bottom of the list. Since
collectors always look to fill
in the blank spaces in their
albums, in most instances,
they will purchase a used
stamp rather than a mint
(unused) stamp. Why? It is
less expensive. Finances,
or lack of finances, drive
most collectors with pur-
chases and related expen-
ditures. The exception is the
investor purchasing a very
expensive item.

Used stamps are easier
to store and protect. Mint
stamps must be stored or
placed in an album in such
a manner that the gum is
not and will not be dam-
aged. High humidity can

The Knoxville FOCUsS

Stamp Collecting: My Specialty

cause a mint stamp to stick
to any object touching the
gum. For example, a col-
lector | knew acquired a
significant number of mint
stamp sheets that were
stored in an upright accor-
dion-type file without glass-
ine dividers. He was away
from home for an extended
period of time, and during
his absence, his air con-
ditioner stopped working.
When he returned home,
he found many of his stamp
sheets had stuck to the file
dividers. He lost most of his
collection. The final use for
most of his stamps was reg-
ular postage. While | have
some mint stamps, | store
and preserve these collect-
ible items with great care.

International stamp col-
lectors find used stamps to
be the more popular and
practical approach to their
hobby. A member friend
of mind from the Knoxville
Philatelic Society is a world-
wide collector. Over the
years he has accumulated
over 100,000 stamps for
his collection. The items he
has purchased averaged
less than fifteen cents per
stamp. He has developed
contacts around the world
that save stamps for him.
For this collector, a major
expense is the shipping
cost. He also acquires thou-
sands of stamps by pur-
chasing in bulk at stamp
shows or online from other
collectors and dealers.

Let’s Talk About Love

Another longtime friend
has been a U.S. collector
and is now adding a few
countries to his stamp col-
lection hobby. Many col-
lectors of foreign stamps
tend to concentrate on
one country, group of coun-
tries, or a geographic area.
For example, some only col-
lect British Commonwealth
Country stamps. Still others
collect from Spanish- or
French-speaking countries.
Each collector’s specialty
is a personal preference or
historical familiarity with a
country or region.

How can you find
stamps? A number of busi-
ness/church offices still
receive a lot of mail or pack-
ages. This is a great source.
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Just ask them to save the
stamps for you. Your great
aunt who might be a hoard-
er will have lots of saved
mail that she might share
with you. While | collect any-
thing with a cancelation
mark on the stamp, others
develop their own interests.
In future articles, | will dis-
CUSS various unique spe-
cialties or niches that might
interest you. Hopefully, this
information will spike your
interest, and perhaps you
will try your hand at stamp

collecting.
You can reach me at
hrbrooks68@gmail or

(865)604-0164 if you have
questions or comments.
Until next month, happy
collecting.

In 1986, Jake Garn,
a Republican United
States Senator from
Utah, did the unthink-
able: he volitionally
gave away a part of
his body to someone
else. Ok, it wasn’t
just to anybody, but
it's still an amazing
thing considering that
78% of Americans
say they would be an
organ donor, yet only 13% sign
the dotted line. Senator Garn’s
27-year-old daughter, Susan, was
suffering from progressive kidney
failure due to aggressive diabe-
tes and was in desperate need
of a kidney. Without hesitation,
her father stepped up and, at
the age of 55, he gave her one of
his. The greatest attention-get-
ter was not so much the proce-
dure but the comment from his
surgeon at a national press con-
ference. When asked how the

By Justin ratt,
Clear Springs Baptist
Church Senior Pastor

senator was, the doctor
replied, “The senator is
awake, he has a grin on
his face, and he seems
to be very self-satisfied
and happy and peace-
ful.” That grin described
by the doctor could
only mean one thing:
No regrets! Senator
Garn’s daughter said,
“He gave me something
better than a kidney,
and even better than giving me
life, he gave me love.”

Love makes it possible for
people to do the most dreaded
of things without second guess-
es, without looking back, and with
no regrets. If there is anything
this world needs right now, it is
love. Both the reception and the
reciprocation of it. Everywhere we
turn we see that regardless of the
color of a person’s skin, the status
in which they grew up socially, or
the economic circumstance they

have been exposed to, they feel
the need to be loved. There is a
primitive and natural inclination
in every human to love some-
one and be loved by someone in
return. It is rooted deep within our
emotional and psychological well-
being. The older | get, the more
| realize that love is not just an
emotional luxury but it's a vital
necessity, and | believe that it
was placed there by God.

One day a man who was full of
religion but empty in life thought
it would be entertaining to try and
trip Jesus up concerning the 613
laws that his religious order lived
by. This Pharisee asked, “Master,
which is the great commandment
in the law?” And, the answer that
Jesus gave him was not what
he bargained for! He quoted the
words of Moses in Deuteronomy
6 when He replied, “Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy might.” | imagine as

the lawyer looked up with sur-
prise, Jesus barely missed a beat
or a breath when He concludes,
“This is the first and great com-
mandment, and the second is like
unto it, Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bor as thyself.” A Pharisee looks
at the Son of God and says, “Let’s
talk about the law” and the Son
of God looks at the religious lead-
ers of the day and says, “Let’s
talk about love.” Love God. Love
others. Love yourself.

Itis interesting to me that Jesus
says that the greatest command-
ments are so intricately woven
together that you cannot dis-
cuss one without talking about
the others. The commandment
is relatively clear in its implica-
tions. If the vertical love we pro-
fess to have for God doesn't line
with the horizontal love we have
for others, then something is
wrong with our understanding of
love. It's the most concise and
inclusive statement that Jesus

ever gave us regarding what life
is all about. Loving God and loving
others.

Jesus simplifies our love into
three areas: Love God. Love
others. Love yourself. A decla-
ration of loving God is a matter
of keeping His commandments.
To obey His rules and laws. It's
good to remember that loving
God is not a warm fuzzy feel-
ing, it's doing what we know God
expects of us. The demand of
loving others is specifically to
love our neighbor. Our neighbors
are not those who live in a geo-
graphical location beside or near
us, they are those who are within
our proximity and are conspicu-
ously in need. We must teach our
children to learn to love others
beyond all racial, social and eco-
nomic lines. Lastly, there is a duty
to love ourselves, not in an ego-
tistical, self-centered way but in
a healthy way that honors God.

7709 Thorn Grove Pike, Knoxv1lle, TN 37914

Fulfill your dreams of owning a Mini Farm, a Bed
& Breakfast, Event Venue, a Home in the Country! &
150+/- year old 1 1/2 story farm house nestled
on over 10 acres in East Knox County rural
community. The land adjoining at the back and |
right side is in Land Conservatory. 3BR, 2.5BA, ¥
large kit. w/eat in area, lots of windows. Large 24
LR + large room for Rec/Play Room, Office or
4th BR. Two bay garage w/3rd oversized bay w/
workbench. RARE FIND - A MUST SEE. Owner/Agent MLS 1253895 $784,900

6921 Sunstrand Drive, Knoxville, TN 37924

= 3 BR, 2.5 BA Brick Rancher Partially finished
i walkout basement with Playroom/Game
room/Office located downstairs, along with
a full bath and additional area for workout
' or hobby. Storage building provides extra
OPEN HOUSE storage space. Patio area/w firepit. Move-
L February 23 2'4 : in Ready. Located so easy access I-40.
Convenient to Knoxville, Jefferson Clty and Sevierville. MLS 1283481 $364,900

Cathern King
(865) 216-5646 cell
(865) 688-3232 office

Each office is independently owned and operated.

BASEMENT OR

CRAWLSPACE LEAKING??

Don’t overpay the nationwide
companies by the thou$ands when
MOLD TOX, LLC can install a dry-up

system for a fraction of the cost!
BBB Accredited Business with A + Rating
TN Charter #4410
(865) 524-1227 (865) 453-1880

www.moldtox.com

FROM THE MOUNTAINS BY JADON GIBSON

The Death of Cornstalk

By Jadon Gibson

The great Shawnee
Chief Cornstalk thought
his people should make
peace, not war. It was in
the summer of 1777 and
he contemplated visiting
General Lewis the follow-
ing day but the majority of
those present voted against
the tired old warrior.

“So you choose to fight
the long-knives,” he chas-
tised them. “Then you must
fight. If any man is faint, |
will Kill him with my own
hands.

The following day
Cornstalk led his war-
riors with great cunning
into what would become
known as the Battle of
Point Pleasant.

“Be strong,” he exhorted
his men. “Be strong against
these white devils. They
killed even our women and
children at Captina and at
Yellow Creek.”

The opposing forces
met soon after sunrise
and a heavy volley from
Cornstalk’s men caused
their adversaries to give
ground. Soon the force of
pale faces received rein-
forcements and the Indians
gave ground and formed a
line behind logs and trees.
A battle continued from
their positions all day not
ceasing until sundown.

The settlers lost 75 men
and another 140 were
wounded. Although the
number of Indian dead was
not determined, a large
number of their warriors
were found on the battle-
ground while others were
found in the river.

One of Cornstalk’s men
refused to fight and was
dispatched to the Great

Spirit with a thunderous
blow from the chief’s toma-
hawk. That night back in the
Indian village of Chillicothe
there was another council.

“l offered to call on
General Lewis and ask
for peace but you wanted

ar,” he began. “What do
you now choose to do? The
long-knives are coming on
us from two sides. Will we
rise up to fight them?”

No one answered.

“Shall we Kill our squaws
and children and then fight
the long-knives until we are
all killed?” he asked.

Silence.

Cornstalk rose and thrust
his tomahawk into the war
post in the center of the
council house.

“You have spoken,” he
uttered. “I will go and seek
peace.”

The following morn-
ing Cornstalk along with
young chief Red Hawk and
another Indian rode to the
Point Pleasant garrison. He
found Captain Arbuckle in
charge as General Lewis
was called away along with
a force of Indian fighters.

“We come in peace,”
Cornstalk told Arbuckle.
“Many of our brothers
have joined the English.
Cornstalk and our people
have held to our fathers’
way of life but now seek
peace. If we cannot have
peace we will run with the
stream.”

Due to Lewis’ absence
and the Indian uprisings,
Arbuckle thought it would
be wise to keep the three
Indians as hostages for the
time being. After a while,
a son of Cornstalk “hal-
looed” from the opposite
river bank. He was brought

across the river and he too
was kept hostage. He and
his father embraced.

The following day a small
group of Indians lurk-
ing on the opposite bank
killed one of the men by
the name of Gilmore as
he returned from hunting.
When his body was brought
to the fort there was an
increased hatred toward
the Indians and an outcry
to kill the Indian hostages.

A group led by Captain
Hall bent on revenge imme-
diately headed to where
they were being held. A
small group of men attempt-
ed to stop them from their
task but they stepped aside
when they were threatened
with cocked guns.

Cornstalk and his fellow
hostages heard and under-
stood the commotion. They
knew that their death was
imminent. Cornstalk’s
son, the newest prisoner,
became very upset.

“Don’t be afraid to die,
my son,” Cornstalk said.
“The Great Spirit sent you
to die with me. It is his will.”

Cornstalk rose to meet
the men at the door and
was promptly shot seven
times. The others were also
shot and tomahawked in
short order.

Chief Cornstalk, the
great king of the Shawnee,
was dead.
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Jadon Gibson is a
widely read Appalachian
writer from Harrogate,
Tennessee. His stories are
both historic and nostalgic
in nature. Thanks to Lincoln
Memorial University, Alice
Lloyd College and the
Museum of Appalachia for
their assistance.
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Guy Smith, editor of the
Knoxville Journal, was left
seething with anger follow-
ing the 1948 election. For
the first time since 1916,
Tennessee Republicans
had nominated serious
candidates for both the
governorship and the
United States Senate only
to see them receive a third
of the ballots cast. Carroll
Reece, who had been in
Congress for 24 years,
had been the GOP nominee
for the U.S. Senate, while
legendary country music
entertainer Roy Acuff had
been the Republican can-
didate for governor. The
two candidates had toured
all three Grand Divisions
of the State of Tennessee
and had drawn audienc-
es well into the thou-
sands. The Democratic
Party, both nationally and
in Tennessee, had been
blown apart by intraparty
factionalism. The defeat
rankled still more because
of the fact the national
trend had indicated presi-
dential nominee Thomas E.
Dewey would sweep Harry
Truman out of the White
House and Republicans
had been expected to
increase their numbers
in the House and Senate.
Instead, Dewey lost to the
peppery little man from
Missouri and Republicans
lost nine seats in the U.S.
Senate and 75 seats in the
House of Representatives.

The Knoxville Journal was
the voice of Republicanism
in East Tennessee; in fact,
it was the most unabashed
Republican daily newspa-
per in the Volunteer State.
Guy Smith was not only
the editor of the Journal,
he was also the chairman
of Tennessee’s Republican
State Executive Committee.
While Tennessee remained
a thoroughly Democratic
state, the Firstand Second
Congressional districts had
been Republican since the
Civil War. Guy Smith was
furious because there was
clear and convincing evi-
dence the Reece-Acuff
ticket had been the victim
of being “cut” by tens of
thousands of Republicans
in East Tennessee. The
powerful editor’s baleful
eyes fell upon the two men
whom he believed to be
the culprits: Congressmen
Dayton Phillips and John
Jennings. Phillips had
served two terms in the
House of Representatives
when Carroll Reece had not
sought reelection in 1946
after having been elected
chairman of the Republican
National Committee.
Phillips was considered a
“liberal” Republican and
portrayed himself as the
friend of the working man.
Phillips had astonished
Reece when he had voted
against the Taft-Hartley
Act. Dayton Phillips had
twice defeated candidates
sponsored and support-
ed by the powerful Reece
organization in the First
Congressional District.

John Jennings had won a
hotly contested convention
to fill the vacancy caused

by the death of incumbent
Congressman J. Will Taylor
in 1939. Jennings won a
December 30, 1939, elec-
tion over Democratic nom-
inee Hammond Fowler.
Jennings had been the
most prominent support-
er of New York Governor
Thomas E. Dewey south
of the Mason-Dixon Line;
Dewey had been the GOP
presidential nominee in
1944 and 1948. Jennings,
after a period when he got
along with Carroll Reece,
began to chafe under
the domination of his col-
league. In truth, there
were few ideological dif-
ferences between Carroll
Reece and John Jennings,
but Reece was thought
to be the more conserva-
tive of the two because he
was more closely aligned
with the wing of the
Republican Party headed
by Senator Robert Taft of
Ohio. Dewey was consid-
ered by many Republicans
to be the candidate of, if
not the actual head of, the
“Eastern Establishment”
of the Republican Party
nationally.

Jennings, having been
a chancellor, was widely
known as “Judge” and
was 68 years old in 1948.
There were signs Jennings’
hold on Tennessee’s
Second Congressional
District was slipping.
That same year Jennings
had faced Hobart Atkins,
inside the Republican pri-
mary and had won by only
2,400 votes. As 1950
approached, Guy Smith
was absolutely determined
to oust both Dayton Phillips
and John Jennings from the
House of Representatives.
Jennings was also widely
recognized for his oppo-
sition to “bossism” in
Tennessee. A dough-
ty fighter, Jennings thor-
oughly disliked the Crump
machine and openly fought
with that of Burch Biggs
in Polk County. The Biggs
machine had stolen votes
which it applied to the total
of Jennings’ opponents,
which the congressman
found highly objectionable.
The Nashville Tennessean
reported the political com-
plexion of Tennessee’s
Second Congressional
District was chang-
ing, becoming more
Democratic, pointing to
the declining percentag-
es won by John Jennings.
As it happened, the declin-
ing percentages were
less because of more
Democrats than voters
tiring of their congressman.
Undercutting the Reece-
Acuff ticket had caused
both Estes Kefauver
and Gordon Browning to
have carried the Second
Congressional District,
which gave Democrats
hope for beating John
Jennings.

Well able to take his
part in any dispute, Judge
Jennings had immedi-
ately challenged the
News-Sentinel when the
newspaper wrongly report-
ed the congressman’s
position having to do with

www.knoxfocus.com

PAGE B3

COURTESY THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS.

Congressman John Jennings (left) shaking hands with Speaker of the House William Bankhead (right) after having
been sworn in with Congressman Carroll Reece standing in the middle.

eliminating the tax on “col-
ored” margarine. Jennings
ticked off an extensive
list of people he had writ-
ten throughout the district,
which included Guy Smith,
to say he would vote to
remove the tax on marga-
rine and allow the sale of
yellow margarin (its natural
color was white).

Defeated for the
Senate and without a
Republican administration
in Washington to afford him
a seat in a Cabinet, the only
office available to Carroll
Reece was yet another
campaign for the House.
Dayton Phillips was quite
popular inside the First
District, and it appeared
only Carroll Reece had
the political strength to
defeat him in a Republican
primary. Long friend-
ly to Carroll Reece, the
Knoxville Journal steadi-
ly heaped praise upon
the former congressman
while at the same never
missing an opportunity to
portray a negative image
of Congressman Dayton
Phillips.

The Journal was, if pos-
sible, even more unfriendly
to Congressman Jennings.
Guy Smith continuous-
ly roasted John Jennings
over an open fire con-
stantly throughout 1949
and into 1950 when the
congressman would have
to run for reelection. The
Journal gleefully reprint-
ed an editorial from the
Maryville-Alcoa Daily
Times, which detailed the
failure of Judge Jennings’
supporters to elect their
candidate for mayor. That
same editorial wryly noted
that it was “characteris-
tic” of the Journal “to inter-
pret election returns in
terms of unfavorableness
to Congressman John
Jennings.” The editor of
the Daily-Times attempt-
ed to refute the notion, as
asserted by the Journal,
was a defeat for the sitting
congressman, but rather
merely a routine municipal
affair.

Guy Smith’s editor-
ship and direction of the
Knoxville Journal were
always bold, and the editor
never flew false colors. The
Journal was as lively and
colorful a daily newspa-
per as its competitor, the
Knoxville News-Sentinel,
was dreary and dull. One
theme Guy Smith and his
newspaper hammered
home throughout 1949
was that John Jennings and
Dayton Phillips had joined
with Gordon Browning and
Estes Kefauver in trading
out the Reece-Acuff ticket.

The Journal insisted the
congressmen were traitors
to Tennessee’s Republican
Party.

By February of 1949, the
combative Jennings was
already in a verbal fistfight
with Guy Smith. Stung by the
charge he had aligned him-
self with Gordon Browning,
Jennings snapped that
Guy Smith had been allied
with an even more notori-
ous Democratic machine,
that of Memphis Boss E. H.
Crump. Jennings released
his statement through the
Washington news corre-
spondent for the Knoxville
News-Sentinel. Guy Smith
had sent both Phillips
and Jennings a telegram
demanding to know if the
congressmen support-
ed a proposal made by
Governor Browning to alter
the composition of the
State Election Commission.
Jennings growled that
Smith’s communication
was “excited and impu-
dent.” “I have never lined
up with anyone to injure the
Republican party,” Jennings
insisted. The congressman
said Smith’s charges were
“measuring my corn by
the half bushel.” “Having
all these years down to
the present been aligned
with the Crump machine,
he naturally thinks every
other Republican who has
not been hooked up with
Crump must be in league
with Browning,” Judge
Jennings sniffed.

There was good reason
to believe the Browning
Administration was coop-
erating with Congressmen
Jennings and Phillips. Joe
Gamble of Maryville was
one of Jennings’ strongest
supporters and Blount
County had long been one
area in the Second District
where the congress-
man was highly popular.
Gamble had been named
to the election commission
at the behest of Governor
Browning. “I do not recog-
nize the right of Smith to
speak for the Republican
party or to pass on any-
body’s Republicanism,”
Judge Jennings said. For
his own part, Guy Smith
charged Dayton Phillips
and John Jennings were
conspiring to make
Republicans in Tennessee
a mere “appendage” to
the Democratic apparatus
in the state. Phillips and
Jennings were, accord-
ing to Smith, “playing
ball” with the Browning
Administration.

The internecine war
between the two fac-
tions of the Tennessee
Republican Party had

begun. For his own part,
John Jennings intended,
at least according to the
Chattanooga Daily Times,
to “unhorse Reece as the
top boss of Tennessee
Republicanism.” The
Knoxville Journal reminded
its readers the congress-
man’s highest-paid employ-
ee was his daughter, Helen.

Edward B. Smith, associ-
ate editor of the Knoxville
News-Sentinel, wrote a
weekly column for his news-
paper, usually emphasiz-
ing political topics. Smith
enjoyed no reputation as
a political prophet, but he
was in a position to hear
the latest gossip. By the
end of 1949, both Hobart
Atkins and Howard Baker
were thinking about run-
ning for Congress against
Judge Jennings in the GOP
primary. Smith opined
as Baker had supported
Atkins in 1948, the latter
would return the favor
should Baker decide to run.
If the Knoxville Journal was
the voice of Republicanism
in East Tennessee, the
Knoxville News-Sentinel
was, at the very least, a
counterweight inasmuch
as it was a Democrat news-
paper. The News-Sentinel
took the opposite view
of Carroll Reece, being a
harsh critic of the former
congressman and strongly
supported Estes Kefauver
in the 1948 Senate race.
The News-Sentinel had
been equally loud in
its backing of Gordon
Browning for the governor-
ship and had bashed Roy
Acuff at every opportuni-
ty. Ed Smith was quick to
note his belief the prima-
ry “handicap” for a Howard
Baker candidacy was
Baker’s support for Reece
and Acuff. Smith wrote
Baker had ridden “the
Carroll Reece-Roy Acuff
circus wagon last summer,
and on many occasions
introduced the hillbilly fid-
dler as ‘the next gover-
nor of Tennessee.”” Smith
sniffed Baker couldn’t pos-
sibly have been serious
and dismissed it as “politi-
cal double-talk.” Ed Smith
spent the rest of his column
enthusing about the pros-
pects of the Democrats
believing they would win
the Second Congressional
District House seat in
1950.

Father of the future U.S.
senator, Howard Baker
had been a popular attor-
ney general for a collection
of counties, including his
own Scott County. Baker
was an old hand at cam-
paigning and had been the
GOP nominee for governor

in 1938 and the United
States Senate in 1940.
Baker practiced law, but
he spent most of his time
looking after his interests
in coal, natural gas and oil.

Judge Jennings was
under no illusions and
knew he would face the
political fight of his life to
win another term in the
House in 1950. The con-
gressman began the year
by reminding the people
of the Second District of
his service. Before leaving
Knoxville to return to the
Capitol, Judge Jennings
made a public declara-
tion he intended to press
to “defend and keep”
the island of Formosa
(Taiwan). “I'm opposed
to turning it over to the
Chinese Communists and
Russia,” Jennings said. “I
have spoken out against
this before and I'll slap
Secretary of State Dean
Acheson around anytime |
get the chance,” Jennings
barked. When asked by
a reporter for the News-
Sentinel if he would work to
get federal money to help
with flood control for First
Creek, the congressman
roared, “Work for it! I'm the
fellow who started it.”

Jennings promised to
fight efforts to repeal the
Taft-Hartley law, as well as
any attempt to “socialize”
medicine, and any notion
to revive the Brannan Farm
program.

“But there’s no danger
about those things,”
Congressman Jennings
chuckled. “President
Truman is like a hound after
foxes. He keeps turning the
Taft-Hartley fox loose for
campaign purposes, but he
doesn’t expect and doesn’t
want to catch it.”

The alliance between
Carroll Reece and Guy
Smith would be a formi-
dable combination and
John Jennings knew all too
well he would need every
advantage his incumbency

could afford him.
© 2025 Ray Hill
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COURT
NOTICES

NON-RESIDENT
NOTICE

TO: PAUL ROBERT DANIELS,
MELODIE DANIELS,

SELECT PORTFOLIO SERVICING, INC.,
AND ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS
AND CREDITORS OF
PAUL ROBERT DANIELS, AND
MELODIE DANIELS

IN RE: DCS REALTY, LLC

vS.
PAUL ROBERT DANIELS, MELODIE DANIELS,
SELECT PORTFOLIO SERVICING, INC.,
AND ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS
AND CREDITORS OF
PAUL ROBERT DANIELS AND
MELODIE DANIELS

NO. 209527-3

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendants
PAUL ROBERT DANIELS, MELODIE DANIELS,
SELECT PORTFOLIO SERVICING, INC., AND ALL
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND CREDITORS OF PAUL
ROBERT DANIELS, AND MELODIE DANIELS, a
non-resident of the State of Tennessee, or whose
whereabouts cannot be ascertained upon diligent
search and inquiry, so that the ordinary process
of law cannot be served upon PAUL ROBERT
DANIELS, MELODIE DANIELS,

SELECT  PORTFOLIO  SERVICING, INC.,
AND ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS AND CREDITORS
OF PAUL ROBERT DANIELS, AND MELODIE
DANIELS, it is ordered that said defendants,
PAUL ROBERT DANIELS, MELODIE DANIELS,
SELECT PORTFOLIO SERVICING, INC., AND ALL
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND CREDITORS OF PAUL
ROBERT DANIELS, AND MELODIE DANIELS,
file an answer with the Clerk and Master of the
Chancery Court at Knoxville, Tennessee and with
RYAN S. WORTLEY, an Attorney whose address
is 3715 Powers Street Knoxville, Tennessee
37917 within thirty (30) days of the last date of
publication or a judgment by default will be taken
against you and the cause will be set for hearing
Ex Parte as to you before Chancellor Christopher
D. Heagerty at the Knox County Chancery Court,
Division Ill, 400 Main Street, Knoxville, Tennessee
37902.

This notice will be published in The Knoxville
Focus Newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 22nd day of January, 2025.

J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NON-RESIDENT
NOTICE

TO: DIANE J. HOLLINGSWORTH, THE
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF: P. L. DAVIS,
JR., MINNIE D. WILMOTH,
THOMAS RUFUS DAVIS, MATTIE
DAVIS WEBB, KYLE DAVIS WEBB,
WILMA TUCKER WEBB, KYLE T.
WEBB, MARTHA ALICE DAVIS BOWEN,
JAMES OLIVER BOWEN, JR.

IN RE: ATOMIC CITY PARTNERS, LLC, A
TENNESSEE LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY,
VS.

DIANE J. HOLLINGSWORTH, ET AL

NO. 2094523

IN' THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant DIANE
J. HOLLINGSWORTH, THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF:
P. L. DAVIS, JR., MINNIE D. WILMOTH, THOMAS
RUFUS DAVIS, MATTIE DAVIS WEBB, KYLE
DAVIS WEBB, WILMA TUCKER WEBB, KYLE T.
WEBB, MARTHA ALICE

DAVIS BOWEN, JAMES OLIVER BOWEN,
JR., a non-resident of the State of Tennessee, or
whose whereabouts cannot be ascertained upon
diligent search and inquiry, so that the ordinary
process of law cannot be served upon DIANE J.
HOLLINGSWORTH, THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF: P.
L. DAVIS, JR., MINNIE D. WILMOTH, THOMAS
RUFUS DAVIS, MATTIE DAVIS WEBB, KYLE
DAVIS WEBB, WILMA TUCKER WEBB, KYLE T.
WEBB, MARTHA ALICE DAVIS BOWEN, JAMES
OLIVER BOWEN, JR. DESCRIBED IN THE
COMPLAINT, it is ordered that said defendant,
DIANE J. HOLLINGSWORTH, THE UNKNOWN
HEIRS OF: P. L. DAVIS, JR., MINNIE D. WILMOTH,
THOMAS RUFUS DAVIS, MATTIE DAVIS WEBB,
KYLE DAVIS WEBB, WILMA TUCKER WEBB,
KYLE T. WEBB, MARTHA ALICE DAVIS BOWEN,
JAMES OLIVER BOWEN, JR., file an answer with
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court at
Knoxville, Tennessee and with Stanley F. Roden,
an Attorney whose address is 10269 Kingston
Pike, Knoxville, TN 37922 within thirty (30) days
of the last date of publication or a judgment by
default will be taken against you and the cause
will be set for hearing Ex-Parte as to you before
Chancellor Christopher D. Heagerty at the Knox
County Chancery Court, Division Ill, 400 Main
Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902.

This notice will be published in The Knoxville
Focus Newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 23rd day of January, 2025.

J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NOTICE TO NON-
RESIDENT HEIR

TO: BREANNA STAR WALKER

ALTREBA FERNANDEZ, PLAINTIFF/
PETITIONERJADMINISTRATRIX,
VS.

BREANNA STAR WALKER, HEIR OF
JOHNNIE MAE HARDIN, DEFENDANT

IN RE: ESTATE OF JOHNNIE MAE
HARDIN, DECEASED; ALTREBA
FERNANDEZ, ADMINISTRATRIX

DOCKET NUMBER: 83411-1

IN' THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX
COUNTY, TENNESSEE PROBATE DIVISION

It appearing from the Petition to Probate Will
filed herein, that BREANNA STAR WALKER, an
heir of Johnnie Mae Hardin, is a non-resident of the
State of Tennessee, or her whereabouts cannot
be ascertained upon diligent search and inquiry
so that the ordinary process of law cannot be
served upon her, it is ordered that said Defendant,
BREANNA STAR WALKER, file an answer with the
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court (Probate
Division) at Knoxville, Tennessee and with L. Eric
Ebbert, Petitioner's attorney, whose address
is The Ebbert Law Firm, 9145 Cross Park Dr.,
Ste. 103, Knoxville, TN 37923, Telephone (865)
800-3051, within thirty (30) of the last date of
publication or a judgment of default will be taken
against you and a hearing and the cause set for
a hearing Ex Parte regarding Defendant’s failure
to respond.

This Notice shall be published in the Knoxville

Focus for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 21 day of JANUARY, 2025.
J.SCOTT GRISWOLD
Clerk and Master

NON-RESIDENT
NOTICE

TO0: JERMANY SHABAZZ FOUNTAIN
IN RE: YASHIANNA HINES v.
JERMANY SHABAZZ FOUNTAIN
NO. 208974-2

IN' THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint
filed, which is swom to, that the defendant
JERMANY SHABAZZ FOUNTAIN, a non-resident
of the State of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts
cannot be ascertained upon diligent search and
inquiry, so that the ordinary process of law cannot
be served upon JERMANY SHABAZZ FOUNTAIN,
it is ordered that said defendant, JERMANY
SHABAZZ FOUNTAIN, file an answer with the Clerk
and Master of the Chancery Court at Knoxville,
Tennessee and with JENNIFER R. EGELSTON, an
Attorney whose address is 607 W. SUMMIT HILL
DRIVE SW, Knoxville, Tennessee 37917 within
thirty (30) days of the last date of publication or a
judgment by default will be taken against you and
the cause will be set for hearing ExParte as to you
before Chancellor RICHARD B. ARMSTRONG, JR.
at the Knox County Chancery Court, Division Il, 400
Main Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902.

This notice will be published in The Knoxville
Focus Newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 5th day of FEBRUARY, 2025.
J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master
NON-RESIDENT
NOTICE

TO0: JOHN SHAVER, AMY SHAVER,
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE,
CAPITAL ONE BANK (USA), NLA.,
and BAPTIST HOSPITAL WEST

IN RE: CLEAR RECON, LLC,

v. JOHN SHAVER, AMY SHAVER,
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY-
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE,
CAPITAL ONE BANK (USA), N.A.,
and BAPTIST HOSPITAL WEST

NO. 209818-3

IN' THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendants
JOHN SHAVER, AMY SHAVER, DEPARTMENT OF
THE TREASURY- INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE,
CAPITAL ONE BANK (USA), N.A., and BAPTIST
HOSPITAL WEST, a non-resident of the State
of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts cannot be
ascertained upon diligent search and inquiry, so that
the ordinary process of law cannot be served upon
JOHN SHAVER, AMY SHAVER, DEPARTMENT
OF THE TREASURY-INTERNAL  REVENUE
SERVICE, CAPITAL ONE BANK (USA), N.A., and
BAPTIST HOSPITAL WEST, it is ordered that
said defendants, JOHN SHAVER, AMY SHAVER,
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY INTERNAL
REVENUE SERVICE, CAPITAL ONE BANK (USA),
N.A., and BAPTIST HOSPITAL WEST, file an
answer with the Clerk and Master of the Chancery
Court at Knoxville, Tennessee and with M. Craig
Smith, an Attorney whose address is 651 East 4th
Street, Suite 200 Chattanooga, TN 37403 within
thirty (30) days of the last date of publication or a
judgment by default will be taken against you and
the cause will be set for hearing Ex-Parte as to you
before Chancellor Christopher D. Heagerty at the
Knox County Chancery Court, Division I, 400 Main
Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902.

This notice will be published in The Knoxville
Focus Newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 10th day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PATRICIA JANE ELY ANDERSON
DOCKET NUMBER 90434-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 24 day
of JANUARY, 2025, letters testamentary in
respect of the Estate of PATRICIA JANE ELY
ANDERSON, who died Nov. 20, 2024, were issued
to the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims,
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate are
required to file the same with the Clerk and Master
of the above named Court on or before the earlier
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 24 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF PATRICIA JANE ELY ANDERSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KIMBERLY KAY MERRILL, EXECUTRIX
5235 TRUMPET VINE LANE
KNOXVILLE , TN 37918

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DEBORAH KAY BLACKWELDER
DOCKET NUMBER 90450-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 21 day of
JANUARY, 2025, letters administration in respect
of the Estate of DEBORAH KAY BLACKWELDER,
who died Dec. 20, 2024, were issued to the
undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims,
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate are
required to file the same with the Clerk and Master
of the above named court on or before the earlier
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their
claims will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 21 day of JANUARY, 2025.
ESTATE OF DEBORAH KAY BLACKWELDER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)

BRADLEY BLACKWELDER, ADMINISTRATOR
721 WALKER SPRINGS ROAD, APT L-8
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JERRY EDWARD BROCK
DOCKET NUMBER 90477-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 28 day of
JANUARY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of JERRY EDWARD BROCK, who
died Dec. 5, 2024, were issued to the undersigned
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against his or her estate are required to file the
same with the Clerk and Master of the above
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 28 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF JERRY EDWARD BROCK

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
STEPHEN E. BROCK, EXECUTOR
7423 BRIDGEFIELD DRIVE
POWELL, TN 37849

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CULLEN BOYCE BROWN
DOCKET NUMBER 90475-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 23 day of
JANUARY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of CULLEN BOYCE BROWN, who
died Dec. 13, 2024, were issued to the undersigned
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against his or her estate are required to file the
same with the Clerk and Master of the above
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 23 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF CULLEN BOYCE BROWN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MERRY SUSAN BROWN, EXECUTRIX
5820 MEDLIN HEIGHTS ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DIANNE C. BROWN
DOCKET NUMBER 90498-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 31 day of
JANUARY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of DIANNE C. BROWN, who died July
26, 2024, were issued to the undersigned by the
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against the estate are required to file the same with
the Clerk and Master of the above-named court on
or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1)
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
date of the publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date this is four
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 31 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF DIANNE C. BROWN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ERIC R. BROWN

1731 SE 35th PLACE
PORTLAND, OR 97214

COURTNEY L. COX, ATTORNEY
4931 HOMBERG DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF RALPH VANCE BURKEY
DOCKET NUMBER 90497-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day
of FEBRUARY, 2025, letters testamentary (or
letters of administration as the case may be) in
respect of the Estate of RALPH VANCE BURKEY,
who died December 11, 2024, were issued to
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required to file
the same with the clerk of the above-named court
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1)
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1){A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’ s
date of death.

This the 3 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF RALPH VANCE BURKEY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)

THE TRUST COMPANY OF TENNESSEE
4823 OLD KINGSTON PIKE, STE 100
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

JONATHAN D. REED, ATTORNEY
KAITLYN A. SELL, ATTORNEY
900 S. GAY STREET, 14TH FLOOR
P. 0. BOX 2047

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PETER WILLIAM CALVERT
DOCKET NUMBER 90513-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 7 day of
FEBRUARY, 2025, letters testamentary (or letters
of administration as the case may be) in respect
of the Estate of PETER WILLIAM CALVERT, who
died on December 10, 2024, were issued to the
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required to file
the same with the clerk of the above-named court
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1)
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death. This the 7 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF PETER WILLIAM CALVERT

PERSONAL EPRESENTATIVE(S)
MILES WILLIAM CALVERT

868 BUCKEYE LANE WEST
SAINT JOHNS, FL 32259

AMANDA M. BUSBY, ATTORNEY
116 AGNES ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JAMES KELLIS CHEWNING
DOCKET NUMBER 90401-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day
of FEBRUARY, 2025, Letters of Testamentary
in respect to the Estate of JAMES KELLIS
CHEWNING, who died on November 16, 2024,
were issued to the undersigned by the Clerk and
Master of the Chancery Court, Probate Division of
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against his estate are required to file the same with
the Clerk and Master of the above-named court on
or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1)
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1) (A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 3 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF JAMES KELLIS CHEWNING

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KELLY ANN COFFEY

5221 SHADY DELL TRAIL
KNOXVILLE, TN 37914

H. STEPHEN GILLMAN, ATTORNEY
P.0.B0X 870
KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARGARET JEAN CRESWELL
DOCKET NUMBER 90119-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 24 day
of JANUARY, 2025, letters administration in
respect of the Estate of MARGARET JEAN
CRESWELL, who died May 18, 2024, were issued
to the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims,
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate are
required to file the same with the Clerk and Master
of the above named court on or before the earlier
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 24 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF MARGARET JEAN CRESWELL

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)

SUSAN RUTHERFORD, ADMINISTRATRIX
8316 CORTELAND DRIVE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37909

PATRICK R. MCKENRICK, ATTORNEY
1019 ORCHID DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF VICKI L. DAVIS
DOCKET NUMBER 90464-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day of
FEBRUARY, 2025, letters testamentary (or letters
of administration as the case may be) in respect of
the Estate of VICKI L. DAVIS, who died December
9, 2024, were issued to the undersigned by the
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County,
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident,
having claims, matured or unmatured , against the
estate are required to file the same with the clerk
of the above-named court on or before the earlier
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 3 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF VICKI L. DAVIS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MARY JO HOUSER

640 SUNNYDALE ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

EDWARD A. COX, JR., ATTORNEY
1111 N. NORTHSHORE DRIVE, SUITE N-290
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CYNTHIA DAVIS
DOCKET NUMBER 90470-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 24 day of
JANUARY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of CYNTHIA DAVIS, who died Sept. 5,
2024, were issued to the undersigned by the Clerk
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County,
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident,
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his
or her estate are required to file the same with the
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 24 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF CYNTHIA DAVIS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SHANNON WALLER, EXECUTRIX
6708 FOREST VILLAGE WAY
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BILLY DEAN EVANS
DOCKET NUMBER 89980-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of
JANUARY, 2025, letters administration in respect
of the Estate of BILLY DEAN EVANS, who died Apr.
12, 2023, were issued to the undersigned by the
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against his or her estate are required to file the
same with the Clerk and Master of the above
named court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 22 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF BILLY DEAN EVANS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ALLEN EVANS, ADMINISTRATOR
1009 SHAMROCK DRIVE
JONESBOROUGH, TN 37659

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF GARY WAYNE FOX
DOCKET NUMBER 90437-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 24 day of
JANUARY, 2025, letters administration in respect
of the Estate of GARY WAYNE FOX, who died July
5, 2024, were issued to the undersigned by the
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against his or her estate are required to file the
same with the Clerk and Master of the above
named court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 24 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF GARY WAYNE FOX

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
BRANDON FOX, ADMINISTRATOR
3225 E. RACCOON VALLEY DRIVE

POWELL, TN 37849

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DONALD E. GATES
DOCKET NUMBER 90332-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day
of FEBRUARY, 2025, letters testamentary in
respect to the Estate of DONALD E. GATES,
who died September 28, 2024, were issued to
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required to file
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in(1) or (2, otherwise
their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four ( 4) months from the date of the first
date of the publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
{4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 3 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF DONALD E. GATES

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MARK E. STEPHENS

606 MAIN STREET, SUITE 250
KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

JOEL D. ROETTGER, ATTORNEY
P. 0.BOX 1990
KNOXVILLE. TN 37901

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF THOMAS FREDRICK HADDOX
DOCKET NUMBER 90336-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 31 day of
JANUARY, 2025, Letters of Administration in
respect of the Estate of THOMAS FREDRICK
HADDOX, who died October 13, 2024, were issued
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required to file
the same with the clerk of the above-named court
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1)
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’ s
date of death.

This the 31 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF THOMAS FREDRICK HADDOX

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
HONOR MCKITRICK WALLACE
6108 KAYWOOD ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

MADELINE F. LEONARD, ATTORNEY
217 EAST BROADWAY AVENUE
MARYVILLE, TN 37804

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LEAUCTRICA (JUDY) S. HANCOCK
DOCKET NUMBER 90518-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 5 day of
FEBRUARY, 2025, Letters Testamentary (or
Letters of Administration as the case may be) in
respect of the Estate of LEAUCTRICA (JUDY) S.
HANCOCK, who died on the 14 day of December,
2024, were issued to the undersigned by the
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County,
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident,
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the
estate are required to file the same with the Clerk
of the above-named court on or before the earlier
of the dates prescribed in (1) of (2), otherwise their
claims will be forever barred:

{1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of such notice at least sixty (60) days
before the date that is four (4) months from the date
of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four (4)
months from the date of first publication or posting
as described in (1)(A) ; or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’ s
date of death.

This the 5 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF LEAUCTRICA (JUDY) S. HANCOCK

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
GENEVIEVE RENE MOORE

119 LAKESIDE DRIVE
KINGSTON, TN 37763

ROBERT W. GODWIN, ATTORNEY
4611 0LD BROADWAY
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DEBRA L. HARLESS
DOCKET NUMBER 90522-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 11 day
of FEBRUARY, 2025, letters testamentary in
respect of the Estate of DEBRA L. HARLESS,
who died November 11, 2024, were issued to
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required to file
the same with the clerk of the above-named court
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1)
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least (60)
days before the date that is four (4) months from
the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of the first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death. This the 11 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF DEBRA L. HARLESS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DONNIS MINX

7401 BATTLE CREEK DRIVE
CORRYTON, TN 37721

GINGER PICKARD, ATTORNEY
550 WEST MAIN STREET, SUITE 600
KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CAROLYN HILL
DOCKET NUMBER 90531-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 7 day of
FEBRUARY, 2025, Letters Testamentary in respect
of the Estate of CAROLYN HILL, who died December
7, 2024, were issued to the undersigned by the
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County,
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident,
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the
estate are required to file the same with the clerk
of the above-named court on or before the earlier
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days prior to the date that is four (4) months
from the date of first publication as described in
(1)(A; or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 7 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF CAROLYN HILL

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ANGELA BROOKE JOHNSON
1668 BOTSFORD DR.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

DAVID H. LUHN, ATTORNEY
310 N. FOREST PARK BLVD.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919
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LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF 0SSIE IRWIN, JR.
DOCKET NUMBER 90486-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 7 day of
FEBRUARY, 2025, Letters of Administration
in respect of the Estate of OSSIE IRWIN, JR.,
who died November 27, 2024, were issued to
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
and unmatured against the estate are required to
file the same with the Clerk and Master of the
above named Court on or before the earlier of
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice, if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 7 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF OSSIE IRWIN, JR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TAMMY S. PEACE

160 BROOKVIEW DRIVE
MAYNARDVILLE, TN 37807

MELISSA WORTLEY LAWING, ATTORNEY
3715 POWERS STREET
KNOXVILLE, TN 37817

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ROBERT C. IRWIN
DOCKET NUMBER 90489-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 31 day of
JANUARY, 2025, letters testamentary (or letters
of administration as the case may be) in respect
of the Estate of ROBERT C. IRWIN, who died
November 8, 2024, were issued to the undersigned
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against the estate are required to file the same
with the clerk of the above-named court on or
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to
creditors at least sixty (60)days before the date
that is four (4) months from the date of the first
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 31 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF ROBERT C. RWIN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
BRENDA G. IRWIN

STUART I. CASSELL, ATTORNEY
707 MARKET STREET, SUITE 1
KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOHN L. JACK
DOCKET NUMBER 90469-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day
of FEBRUARY, 2025, letters testamentary
in respect to the Estate of JOHN L. JACK,
who died December 29, 2024, were issued
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court,
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee.
AIl persons, resident and non-resident, having
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate
are required to file the same with the clerk of
the above-named court on or before the earlier of
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date
that is four (4) months from the date of the first
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 3 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF JOHN L. JACK

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
WILLIAM ANDREW JACK

1821 HOLSTON RIVER ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37914

TIMOTHY M. MCLEMORE, ATTORNEY
P. 0. BOX 1990
KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CYRUS NGANGA JASON
DOCKET NUMBER 90502-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 28 day
of JANUARY, 2025, letters administration
in respect of the Estate of CYRUS NGANGA
JASON, who died Oct. 1, 2024, were issued
to the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of
the Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee.
All persons, resident and non-resident, having
claims, matured or unmatured, against his or
her estate are required to file the same with the
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date
that is four (4) months from the date of this first
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 28 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF CYRUS NGANGA JASON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SERAH GITHENGU, ADMINISTRATRIX
1407 WOODCREST DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF FLORENCE FAIR JOHNSTON
DOCKET NUMBER 90483-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 31 day of
JANUARY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of FLORENCE FAIR JOHNSTON,
who died December 30, 2024, were issued to
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
elate of death.

This the 31 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF FLORENCE FAIR JOHNSTON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JAMES E. FAIR, IV

12718 HIGHWICK CIRCLE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

MICHAEL R. CROWDER, ATTORNEY
550 W. MAIN ST., FOURTH FLOOR
KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DOROTHY EDWINNA KELLY
DOCKET NUMBER 90520-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 4 day of
FEBRUARY, 2025, Letters of Testamentary in
respect of the Estate of DOROTHY EDWINNA
KELLY, who died June 13, 2024, were issued to
the undersigned by the Probate Court of Knox
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against the estate are required to file the same
with the Clerk of the above named court on or
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first date of the publication of this Notice if the
creditor received an actual copy of this Notice to
Creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date
that is four (4) months from the date of the first
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the Notice To Creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 4 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE DOROTHY EDWINNA KELLY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
CHRISTOPHER ALAN KELLY, CO-EXECUTOR
1727 BLACKWOOD DRIVE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

DANA LESLIE KELLY, CO-EXECUTOR
5233 BRIG LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37914

PATRICK R. MCKENRICK, ATTORNEY
1019 ORCHID DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ELIZABETH LOUISE KREGER
DOCKET NUMBER 90350-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day of
FEBRUARY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of ELIZABETH LOUISE KREGER,
who died October 28, 2024, were issued to the
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 3 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF ELIZABETH LOUISE KREGER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
WESLEY JAMES KREGER

10028 FALL RAIN DRIVE
LAUREL, MD 20723

M. SUE WHITE, ATTORNEY
216 PHOENIX CT., SUITED
SEYMOUR, TN 37865

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CHARLES S. MCMILLAN
DOCKET NUMBER 90482-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 5 day
of FEBRUARY, 2025, letters testamentary (or
letters of administration as the case may be) in
respect of the Estate of CHARLES S. MCMILLAN,
who died on August 29, 2024, were issued to
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of the first publication;
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 5 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF CHARLES S. MCMILLAN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MICHAEL C. MCMILLAN

4715 MCCAMPBELL DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

JAMES A. MCMILLAN
4715 MCCAMPBELL DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

BAILEY SCHIERMEYER, ATTORNEY
P. 0. BOX 3804
KNOXVILLE, TN 37927-3804

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF NORMA JOAN MYERS
DOCKET NUMBER 90534-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 7 day
of FEBRUARY, 2025, letters testamentary in
respect to the Estate of NORMA JOAN MYERS,
who died September 22, 2024, were issued to
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required to
file the same with the Clerk and Master of the
above-named court on or before the earlier of
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first date of the publication of this notice if the
creditor received an actual copy of this notice to
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date
that is four (4) months from the date of the first
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
{4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 7 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF NORMA JOAN MYERS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
VERLIN CRAIG MYERS

P.0. BOX 336

POWELL, TENNESSEE 37849

THERESA RIMMER
2435 AMBER DAWN LANE
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 37920

JOEL D. ROETTGER, ATTORNEY
P. 0. BOX 1990
KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF RICHARD NOCE
DOCKET NUMBER 90472-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 27 day of
JANUARY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of RICHARD NOCE, who died Dec.
11, 2024, were issued to the undersigned by the
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against his or her estate are required to file the
same with the Clerk and Master of the above
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of this first publication;

or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
{4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 27 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF RICHARD NOCE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JAMES NOCE, EXECUTOR

9408 TROUT LILY LANE
MASCOT, TN 37806

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PEARL A. RICH

DOCKET NUMBER 90463-3
Notice is hereby given that on the 5 day of
FEBRUARY, 2025, letters testamentary (or letters
of administration as the case may be) in respect of
the Estate of PEARL A. RICH, who died November
17, 2024, were issued to PERRY L. RICH by
the Probate Division of the Chancery Court of
Knox County, TN. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against the estate are required to file the same
with the clerk of the above-named court on or
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:
(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of the first publication;

or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
{4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 5 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF PEARL A. RICH

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
PERRY L. RICH

817 NORTH D STREET
HARRINGTON, KS 67449

DUSTIN S. CROUSE, ATTORNEY
9111 CROSS PARK DRIVE, SUITE D-200
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF KAREN MCCARLEY ROGERS
DOCKET NUMBER 90473-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 24 day of
JANUARY, 2025, letters administration in respect
of the Estate of KAREN MCCARLEY ROGERS,
who died Nov. 21, 2024, were issued to the
undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims,
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate
are required to file the same with the Clerk and
Master of the above named court on or before
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2),
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of this first publication:

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 24 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF KAREN MCCARLEY ROGERS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
GREG MCCARLEY, ADMINISTRATOR
863 SMOKE CREEK ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JEFFREY ROSS
DOCKET NUMBER 90446-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day of
FEBRUARY, 2025, Letters of Administration
in respect to the Estate of JEFFREY ROSS,
who died on October 28, 2024, were issued to
the undersigned by the Probate Court for Knox
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against the Estate are required to file the same
with the Clerk of the above-named Court on or
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or
(2) below, otherwise their claims will be forever
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this Notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of the first publication;

or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the Notice to Creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the Notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 3 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF JEFFREY ROSS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
RACHEL KAHN

3021 RENNOC ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

0. E. SCHOW, IV, ATTORNEY

900 SOUTH GAY STREET, 9TH FLOOR
P. 0. BOX 900

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901-0900

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARY EVELYN SEXTON
DOCKET NUMBER 90519-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 4 day
of FEBRUARY, 2025, letters testamentary (or
letters of administration as the case may be) in
respect of the Estate of MARY EVELYN SEXTON,
who died November 16, 2024, were issued to
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of the first publication;

or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
{4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 4 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF MARY EVELYN SEXTON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MATTHEW S. SEXTON

441 RACCOON VALLEY ROAD
POWELL, TN 37849

BRADLEY H. HODGE, ATTORNEY
900 SOUTH GAY STREET, SUITE 2100
KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JEANNE M. SHARP
DOCKET NUMBER 90484-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 31 day
of JANUARY, 2025, letters of testamentary in
respect of the Estate of JEANNE M. SHARP,
who died October 19, 2024, were issued to the
undersigned by the Knox Chancery Court, Probate
Division. All persons, resident and non-resident,
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the
estate are required to file the same with the clerk
of the above named court on or before the earlier
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise
their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 31 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF JEANNE M. SHARP

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)

THE TRUST COMPANY OF TENNESSEE
4823 OLD KINGSTON PIKE, STE. 100
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

LISA W. GAMMELTOFT, ATTORNEY
110 COGDILL ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PHOEBE BERRY THOMAS
DOCKET NUMBER 90474-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day
of JANUARY, 2025, letters testamentary
in respect of the Estate of PHOEBE BERRY
THOMAS, who died Nov. 30, 2024, were issued
to the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. Al
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims,
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate
are required to file the same with the Clerk and
Master of the above named Court on or before
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2),
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1(A) Four (4) months from the date of the

first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of this first publication;

or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 22 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF PHOEBE BERRY THOMAS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
VICKIE T. BREWER, EXECUTRIX
816 RODERICK ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JAMES C. VALENTOUR
DOCKET NUMBER 904783

Notice is hereby given that on the 23 day of
JANUARY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of JAMES C. VALENTOUR, who died
Dec 19, 2024, were issued to the undersigned by
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident
and non-resident, having claims, matured or
unmatured, against his or her estate are required
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the
above named Court on or before the earlier of
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of this first publication;

or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from tie decedent's
date of death.

This the 23 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF JAMES C. VALENTOUR

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
AMY CLIFF DAVIS, EXECUTRIX
8200 BRIAR STONE LANE
OOLTEWAH, TN 37363

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF WILLIAM ROBERT WALLACE
DOCKET NUMBER 90471-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of
JANUARY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of WILLIAM ROBERT WALLACE,
who died Dec. 21, 2024, were issued to the
undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. Al
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims,
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate
are required to file the same with the Clerk and
Master of the above named Court on or before
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2),
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of this first publication;

or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 22 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF WILLIAM ROBERT WALLACE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
CARRIE ANN ROBERTS, EXECUTRIX
3601 N. FOUNTAINCREST DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ELLA BLANCHE WHEELER
DOCKET NUMBER 30187-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 30 day
of JANUARY, 2025, letters of administration c.
t. a. in respect of the Estate of ELLA BLANCHE
WHEELER, who died July 10, 2024, were issued
to the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. Al
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims,
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate
are required to file the same with the Clerk and
Master of the above named court on or before
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2),
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first date of the publication of this notice if the
creditor received an actual copy of this notice to
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date
that is four (4) months from the date of the first
publication: or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice
less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that
is (4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1) (A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 30 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF ELLA BLANCHE WHEELER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TAMARA WHEELER OWNBY,
ADMNISTRATRIX CTA

4310 ROBERTS ROAD
CORRYTON, TN 37721

STEPHEN K. GARRETT, ATTORNEY
7838 BARKER ROAD
CORRYTON, TN 37721

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF NANCY SUE WILLIAMS
DOCKET NUMBER 90494-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day of
FEBRUARY, 2025, Letters Testamentary in
respect of the Estate of NANCY SUE WILLIAMS,
who died October 19, 2024, were issued to Brent
Landon Williams by the Probate Division of the
Chancery Court of Tennessee at Knoxville. Al
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims,
matured or unmatured, against the estate are
required to file the same with the Clerk of the
above-named Court on or before the earlier of
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication (or posting, as the case may be) of
this notice if the creditor received an actual copy

of this Notice to Creditors at least sixty (60) day:
before the date that is four (4) months from the
date of the first publication (or posting); or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the credito
received an actual copy of the Notice to Creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is foul
(4) months from the date of the first publicatior
(or posting) as described in (1)(A); or(

2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 3 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF NANCY SUE WILLIAMS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S
BRENT LANDON WILLIAMS
9505 TRAILS END ROAL
KNOXVILLE, TN 37931

STEWART M. CRANE, ATTORNE)
577 PICKLE ROAL
LOUDON, TN 37774

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CHRISTINA L. WOOD
DOCKET NUMBER 90467-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day of
FEBRUARY, 2025, letters testamentary in respec
of the Estate of CHRISTINA L. WOOD, who diec
October 29, 2024, were issued to the undersignec
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knoy
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured
against the estate are required to file the same
with the clerk of the above-named court on o
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) o
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the credito
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is foul
(4) months from the date of the first publication

or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the credito
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice les:
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is fou
(4) months from the date of first publication a:
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’ s
date of death.

This the 3 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF CHRISTINA L. WOOL

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S
ARMAND C. W0OL

1018 CHATEAUGAY ROAL
KNOXVILLE, TN 3792:

TERESA M. KLENK, ATTORNE

BROCK SHIPE KLENK, ATTORNEY

265 BROOKVIEW CENTRE WAY, SUITE 604
KNOXVILLE, TN 3791

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF SHIRLEY ANN YOUNG
DOCKET NUMBER 90525-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 7 day of
FEBRUARY, 2025, letters testamentary in respec
of the Estate of SHIRLEY ANN YOUNG, who diec
October 10, 2024, were issued to the undersignec
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Kno)
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured
against the estate are required to file the same
with the clerk of the above-named court on o
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) ol
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the credito
received an actual copy of this notice to creditor:
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is fou
(4) months from the date of the first publication
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the credito
received an actual copy of the notice to creditor:
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is foul
(4) months from the date of first publication a
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 7 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF SHIRLEY ANN YOUNG

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S
GARY G. YOUNG

2298 SW BRESCIA STREET
PORT ST. LUCIE, FL 34952

DEBORAH L. WEILEF
2 PRESERVE WAY
SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY 1286¢

TAMMIE J. THOMAS
242 CLINCH VALLEY DRIVE
BLAINE, TN 3770

DAVID A. MONTGOMERY, ATTORNEY
112 GLENLEIGH CT., SUITE 1
KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

MISC. NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE

THE KNOX COUNTY BEER BOARD SHALI
MEET IN REGULAR SESSION ON MONDAY
FEBRUARY 24, 2025, AT 4:00 P.M. IN THE
SMALL ASSEMBLY ROOM OF THE CITY-COUNTY
BUILDING, MAIN AVENUE.

1. ROLLCALL:
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE
FLAG:

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
4. PUBLIC FORUM: (AGENDA ITEMS
ONLY)

NOTE: Those wishing to speak regarding
any Beer Board agenda item can sign up via the
Commission website at commission.knoxcounty
org, by emailing Kathy.dailey@knoxcounty.org o
calling the Clerk's Office at 865-215-3441. The
deadline to sign up to speak is Sunday, Februar

23, 2025, at 4:00 p.m.
5. SWEARING IN OF INDIVIDUALS WHC
PLAN TO TESTIFY:

6.  CONSIDERATION OF SUSPENSION

REVOCATION OF THE  BEEF
PERMIT FOR THE FOLLOWING
ESTABLISHMENTS:

6a. Gap Creek Market, 2138 Kimberlir
Heights, District 9, Ms. Ankita Patel
owner

1st offense - January 27, 2025

Beer Permit issued March 10, 2017

6b. Four Corner Market, 7512
Sevierville Pike, District 9, Ms. Dhere
Patel, owner

1st offense - January 27, 2025

Beer Permit issued May 24, 2024

6c. Pioneer Market, 8119 Chapmar
Hwy, District 9, Mr. V. Patel, owner,

1st offense - July 29, 2024

2nd offense - January 27, 2025

Beer Permit issued June 25, 2024

KKK K K K K K K X

7. ADJOURNMENT:
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flipped
through videos
on YouTube the
other day, and
up pops Jimmy
Buffet sing-
ing with Zac
Brown and Mac
McAnally. The

occasion possi-
ble to sit around
and break into
parts for a hand-
ful of songs.

| kept on sing-
ing during my
college years. |
spent as much

trio did a fine
rendition of “A
Pirate at Forty,”
one of my favorite songs
of Jimmy’s. After shuf-
fling through several other
videos, | found one of “The
Midnight Special” from
1972. John Denver hosted
the show, and a whole
bunch of artists from my
youth performed. | was
20 that year, and oh how
| sometimes miss those
days.

Back in those days, |
could carry a tune. After
spending three years in
the high school choir, mad-
rigals and a barbershop
quartet, | wasn’t too bad.
Most of the time | sang
bass, but on some selec-
tions, | was moved to the
baritone parts. It made
little difference to me
because all that mattered
was the singing. Many of
the best times of my youth
were spent in those choral
groups, and | made life-long
friends. Singers took every

By Joe Rector
joerector@comcast.net

time in the music
department as |
did in the English
classrooms. My brothers
and their wives and | sang
at Dal's apartment. We
even sang at church during
a couple of services. One
time we sang acapella but
started on the wrong note;
it was an excruciating time
that embarrassed us all.

Any singing | did after
college was confined to
the car or shower. During
the last years of my teach-
ing career, my voice began
to fade. Some say that my
problem with reflux had
affected my vocal cords. All
I know is that | could talk for
a while, but my voice would
suddenly cut out. Singing
was a thing of the past; |
was more concerned with
making it through the day
just teaching classes.

A little over a year ago, |
agreed to sing in the church
choir for the Christmas can-
tata. I'm still in the group,
even though my voice isn’t

The Knoxville FOCUsS
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strong. | began taking les-
sons from the director,
and those sessions helped
some, but not enough to
make me great.

Since high school, I've
wanted to sing in front
of people. | was going to
major in vocal music in col-
lege, but | would have been
forced to take advanced
French since I'd had two
years in high school, even
though | struggled to pass
those classes. The hard,
cold truth is that | don’t
have the talent to sing in
solos. | can blend in with a
choir, but | still hit plenty of
“clunkers.”

At this time in my life, my
singing is a bit painful to
hear. I've recorded some
voice lessons and can
attest to the fact that | am
not close to being enter-
taining. | croak more than
| sing. | suppose | should
be happy to listen to others
who have the “chops” for
singing or again return to
the shower or car for any
attempts at carrying a tune.
If | make it to heaven when
my time here is done, I'm
looking up my favorite sing-
ersto ask them if | can hum
along as they make beauti-
ful music.

Let’s Talk About Love

Cont. from page 2  gave: Love God with allyour these commandments

It's accepting that | am cre-
ated in the image of God
and | should love exactly
who God made me to be.
Each of us is unique and
special in how God made
us! We often treat others
in the same way we treat
ourselves. And if we are
uncertain about our worth,
we will be uncertain of the
worth of others. We should
use the one life we have
to fulfill the greatest com-
mandment that Jesus ever

ALTERATIONS

heart. Love your neighbor
like you love yourself. On

hang every other law. That’s
real talk about love.

s I.WE supp ly and msta.'.'
HARDWOQD LVT, &

LAMlNATE anmm;

@W’* We offer =w<’t daéonal danding.

{iniotiing & nefrain 0w OLD ar NEW 5’;&3*&!’

Materiats furnished at WHD{.EISALE prices! FREE ESfM:IATESJ‘

865-219-9803

JOANNE'S ALTERATIONS,
PANTS HEMMING $5,
SPECIALIZING IN JEANS. CALL
865-805-9170

CHILD CARE

MARCIA'S
LEARNING CENTER
1411 Exeter Ave, Knoxville
(865) 673-8223

Day Shift 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

DECKS

Bonded & Insured
Offering FREE estimates!

Call / Text 865-888-1241

ELDER CARE

WILL SIT WITH YOUR ELDERLY
OR HOME-BOUND LOVED ONE.
WILL PROVIDE
COMPANIONSHIP AND
INDEPENDENCE. DAY OR NIGHT
SHIFT AVAILABLE.

CALL 865-334-8645

FENCE SERVICE
New Builds Or Repairs
Ouality, Honesty, Integrity
“Our Priority”
Insured & Bonded, FREE ESTIMATES
Call or Text 865-888-1241

BROWN’S

| |
[ |
| J o

CUSTOM FENCING
& CONSTRUCTION
TH State Contractor Lic #00049763
= ALL TYPES OF FENCING ~

Residential, Commercial,
Farm and Ranch,
Pole Barns & Hoop Structures

Professional, Dependable Service!
Call 423-235-7400
or1-800-249-6274

browncustomfencing.com

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOMEFIT <
< SERVICES
Honest, Professional & Fair Pricing
Brian Clark
865-415-8419

Licensed & Insured
Web: Homefitservices.com

Email: HomefitO4@gmail.com

# Home Repairs ¢ Deck Staining

4 Roof, Siding
& Foundation
Stain Removal

., | E——
We accept Visa VISA
& MasterCard

MEAL PREP

4 Painting
4 Wood Rot

IIIEﬂL PREP & I:IELI"»‘EIE'Hr
PLUS -~ Dinner Partie

Personalized to meot YOUR need's,
Dietary restrictions not & problem.
REFERENCES AVAILABLE.

Call Missy at 865-249-3143
or email msregers9852@gmall.com

HANDYMAN

e e L
+ Your Local
HANDYMAN
Complete Remodeling
INTERIOR / EXTERIOR
= Insured and Bonded ~
Call or text for your
FREE ESTIMATE

865-888-1241

METAL WORKS

GHOST RIDERS
METAL WORKS

865-705-0742
Mobile Welding
Fabrication & Repair

State Licensed
Pipe Bollards Installed

Welding
(Stick Welding,
Mig Welding &
Gas Welding)

February 17, 2025

LEGAL SECTION 94

Knox County will receive bids for the
following items & services:

BID 3634, Security Window Film and
Installation, due 3/18/25:

BID 3636, Partial Roof Replacement for
Gibbs High School, due 3/25/25;

BID 3637, Heavy Equipment Repair and
Parts, due 3/18/25;

BID 3639, Bluegrass Lake Stormwater
Mitigation - Lake Discharge Improvements, due
311925

For additional information call 865-215-
5777, stop by the Procurement Division, 1000
North Central St., Suite 100, Knoxville, TN
37917, or visit our website: www.knoxcounty.
orglprocurement. To bid on Knox County surplus
items, go to www.govdeals.com.

NOTICE OF LIEN
SALE

The owners andfor lienholders of the
following vehicles are hereby notified of their
rights to pay all charges and reclaim said
vehicles being held at the storage lot of Cedar
Bluff Towing. Failure to reclaim these vehicles
will be deemed a waiver of all rights and titles
along with consent to dispose of said vehicles at
a public auction held on March 17, 2025, at 623
Simmons Rd., Knoxville, TN. Vehicles will be sold
“AS 18" and make no warranty as to condition
or title.

2010 Chevy Cobalt 1G1AB5F57A7133029
(Christian Stallsworth)

2009 Dodge Caliber 1B3HB48A59D135189

(Rachel Eaves)

2006 Kia Rio KNADE123266036047
(Deborah or David Vineyard)

2007 Kia Sorento KNDJC736875722396
(Marvin Cungious, Jr.)

2007 Lincoln MKX 2LMDU88C97BJ22755
(Alan Garner)

1997 Toyota Camry 4T1BG22K8VU095062
(David R. Nimeth)

2014 Dodge Charger 2C3CDXBG2EH191772
(Vinicio Tomas | Domingo Sebastian)

2012 Mazda 3 JM1BL1L73C1657842

(Corey Cameron)

2000 Toyota Camry 4T1BG22K6YU966738
(Ashley Webster)

2003  Chrysler Town &  Country
2C4GP54L93R305647 (David or Debra Bryan)

1997 Mercedes 280
WDBHA28E4VF562756 (State Farm Mutual
Auto)

2012 VW GTI WVWFV7AJ1CWO078154
(Serif or Esad Paratusic | Santander Consumer)

2006 VW GTI WVWEV71K96W118490
(Chris Davis | Wells Fargo Dealer)

2007 Nissan Altima 1N4AL21E77N483703
(Carlos Santiago or Lidia Feliciano)

2012 Nissan Rogue JNBASSMTICW251749
(Elizabeth Smith | Ride Auto Sales)

2014 Chevy Camaro 2G1FB1E31E9323900
(Daniel Chambers | Americas Car Mart)

2009 Hyundai Sonata
5NPET46C59H413828 (Christopher Gray)

2016 Dodge Journey 3CAPDDAGBGT163935
(Dameon Boruff | Exeter Finance)

2001 Nissan Frontier IN6DD26S01C396518
(Alison S. Harb)

2006 Mercury
2MEFM75V96X653141 (Frank Smith)

2012 VW Routan 2C4RVABGXCR355292 (
Brandon Henderson | Jamie Culver)

2015 Nissan Versa 3N1CE2CP7FL422638

G.Marquis

(Gricyl Canaca)

2013 Chevy Cruze 1G1PG5SB4D7199873
(Fredrena  McQueen | Lendmark Financial
Services)

2006 Lincoln Mark LT
5LTPW185X6FJ23195 (Richard Wilson |
Gateway One Lending & Finance)

NOTICE OF LIEN
SALE/AUCTION

CENTRAL KARNS STORAGE
7440 OAK RIDGE HWY.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37931

865-690-7773

Central Karns Storage is holding an online
lien salefauction of all goods stored in units
C0131; E0257; GO460; & GO583. Those units
being in lien & abandoned more than 60 days.
These units will be sold by an online auction at
www.storagetreasures.com beginning 2/17/25
with end date 2/28/25 at 11:00 a.m. EST. This
auction is to satisfy the owner's lien against the
delinquency of occupants: Raymond Romines,
Robert Satchell Jr., Jason Rudd, and Sarai
Miller upon failure to respond to communication
attempts. The highest bidder must have
sufficient means of transporting goods. The
acceptable payment method is cash. The sale is
subject to termination or postponement prior to
the ending auction date.

COIN SHOP

We Buy and Sell Gold & Silver
GOLD
SILVER EAGLES
SILVER ROUNDS & BARS
MORGAN DOLLARS
FEACE DOLLARS
¢ SCRAP GOLD [Jewsin
Call or come by and see us!
BE26 Asheville Hwy - Knoxville

865-444- 5176

HELP WANTED

THE FRATERNAL ORDER OF
EAGLES, #3559 VOLUNTEER,
210 EAST BEAVER CREEK RD.,
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918
IS LOOKING TO HIRE
A BARTENDER AND
SHORT ORDER COOK.
CALL BETWEEN 3 PM & 8 PM.
865-938-9777

PAINTING

Randy
the
Painter

Interior & Exterior Painting
Celebrating 45 years of business in 2025
Licensed and Insured

CALL 865-522-3222 or
TEXT 865-455-5022

CHECK OUT OUR 5-STAR

GOOGLE REVIEWS!!!
randythepainterandcrew. com

I Pilgrim
r Painting

‘ Repaint Specialist

Commercial & Residential
Serving Knoxville 29 years

* Interior/Exterior

Painting

¢ Pressure Washing

¢ Staining

* Drywall &
Carpentry =
GOOGLE 5 STAR RATING EE;'—B

WWWPILGRIMPAINTINGENOXVILLE.COM
Major Credit Cands Mow Accepted
FOLLOW LIS & LIKE LIS ON FACEBOOK

FREE ESTIMATES

865-291-8434

Licensed = Bonded & Insured
Background Checks and Drug Testing
Required for all employees
Home impetrvemen Licesss £201843

Call or email Ruthie at
865-686-9970 or
ruthie@knoxfocus.com
to place your Classified
or Service Directory ad!

PERSONALS

SINGLE WHITE FEMALE SEEKS
NON-SMOKING SINGLE WHITE
MALE FOR HIKING, WALKING,
DINING OUT, ETC.
CALL 865-399-8693.

REAL ESTATE
FOR RENT

SOUTH KNOXVILLE /
UT / DOWNTOWN

2BR, 700 SQ FT APARTMENTS
$900/ MONTH

865-573-1000

WANTED

w ok WANTED & &

MILITARY ANTIQUES
and SOUVENIRS, ALL ERAS
ESPECIALLY WWII - VIETNAM

UNIFORMS, MEDALS,
HELMETS, SWORDS, ETC.

CALL 865-368-0682

PAINTING

PAINTING- INTERIOR-
EXTERIOR
*Licenced & Insured *

— FREE ESTIMATES —
865-202-9425
REASONABLE PRICES!

REPAIR MAN
CJ Fixit

APPLIANCE SERVICE
Are you having a problern with an
appliance not working properly?
Replacing an appliance is not always
the best amswer, and is NEVER
the cheapest answer.

Give CJ a call FIRST!
A part or adjusment may be all you need to
save HUNDREDS or even THOLUSANDS
CALL US TODAY!
Senving Knoaville and sumounding areas.
Major credit cards accepled.

ROOFING

ROOF REPAIRS,
METAL:SHINGLE:RUBBER,
ROOF COATING:FREE
ESTIMATES, 865-705-7069

TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

TREE TRIMMING
OR REMOVAL

COMMERCIAL
and RESIDENTIAL

services avallable.

Over 50 years experience!
Locally owned! Insured!

FREE ESTIMATES!
423-259-0295

WANTED

**HIWANTE D*HI—I’-
BROKEN PUSH & RIDING MOWERS
$10-20 PUSH OR $40-100 RIDING
MUST BE COMPLETE
865-416-7546
LEAVE PHONE & IF NO ANSWER

GOD'S PLACE TREASURES
THRIFT STORE

6119 Chapman Highway

Furniture, glassware, clothing & mare
Mondays: All §1 items 50¢

Come in for prayer.

Manager - Vickie Johnson
Proceeds help feed the homeless,

M-F 10am-5:30pm  865-604-8077

CHRISTUS VICTOR
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LORETTAS

CLOSET

A ministry by
women for women.
Loretta’s Closet started 5
years ago with a handful
of folks. The Lord has
blessed us greatly and
we would like to share
His blessings. The last
Saturday of each month
we open our doors
to Loretta’s Closet.
Activities start at 10:00
a.m. with brunch, a short
devotion, wonderful
fellowship and a visit to
the Closet where you will
find clothes for all ages &
sizes — dress and casual,
plus purses, shoes and
other things you may
need. Ladies who would
like a Saturday morning
for themselves wed love
to share the morning
with you. Join us on the
last Saturday of each
month at 10:00 a.m.

Christus Victor Lutheran
Church
4110 Central Ave Pike.

Should you need further
information, call the church
office at 865-687-6622

Monday - Friday from 8
a.m. until noon.
Hope to see you soon.

TREE SERVICES

(%

TREE HERO

Professional Tree Service

* UTILITY LINE CLEARING
* STORM WORK
REMOVAL SERVICE
* EXPERT PRUNING
* LAND CLEARING

Locally Owned
Licensed & Insured

FREE Estimates! Call TODAY!

865-385-9994
865-888-3580




TMSAA BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT TIME

Knox teams bring home

Coach Jadarius Suber ;

said his Vine boys were
the first in Knox County to
bring home a TMSAA state
basketball championship
trophy Saturday, and later
that evening Coach Josh
Ballard’'s West Valley girls
brought one back, too.
Suber’s Golden Bears

edged Avery Trace of |

Cookeville 36-34 in the AA
classification at Stewarts
Creek High, while Ballard’s
Lady Wolves toppled
Woodland of Brentwood
41-30 in AAA at Rockvale
High.

Vine roared past
Crestview 70-31 and West
Valley beat Mt. Juliet 40-27
in Friday’s semifinals.

The Bearden Bruins,
coached by Ben Zorio, also
advanced to the state in
AAA, but lost to Richview
47-38 and Page 49-47.

Aiming at state
title from the
start

“This is something we've
been looking for since
August, literally since open
gym when we walked in
the gym and said we ain't
playing for no Knox County

L -
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMS.

The Vine Middle School boys basketball team celebrates its sectional championship last week following its win over
Norris at Anderson County High School. The Golden Bears would go on to win state with a 36-34 win over Avery
Trace on Saturday at Stewarts Creek High School.

championship, we ain’'t
playing for no Sectional
championship,” said
Coach Suber. “We're play-
ing for a state tournament
and a state championship
and I'm just glad that my
boys can finally finish off
their eighth grade year
correctly.”

When asked what the
key to the win was, the Vine
coach said: “Rebounding
the basketball and actu-
ally who want it, because
we went down six with like
1:50 to go. And then we
got a big shot from Kaveon
Stinson and then we just
got some big boys that are

Julius Young and really who
wanted it more.”

1-2 and 3-punch
for Lady Wolves

Janiya Turner scored
15 points and Reese
Underwood 14 to lead
West Valley to its semifinal

win, but the Lady Wolves
were only ahead by three
at halftime. They got some
breathing room by outscor-
ing Mt. Juliet 14-6 in third
quarter as Underwood and
Turner continued to score.

“Our team really took
advantage of our press

—Continue on page 2

HIGH SCHOOL
BASKETBALL

Valiant
effort falls
short for
Red Devils

By Ken Lay

Even in defeat, Halls
High School boys basket-
ball coach Brian Stewart
found plenty of positives
about his team’s perfor-
mance in its regular-season
District 3-4A finale against
Campbell County.

“l told our guys once we
gotin here (the locker room
after the game) that | was
really proud of them for the
way they played tonight,”
Stewart said after the Red
Devils lost to the Cougars,
68-64, Wednesday night
at Halls High School. “I'm
really proud of these kids.
They played hard and they
were tough. They played
well together.

“A lot of people outside
had questioned the tough-
ness of this team but |
think those questions were
answered tonight.”

Halls, which dropped to
16-10 overall and 5-5 in
the district with the loss,
was short-handed as one
of its best players, Gabe
Holmes, missed the game
due to illness.

—Continue on page 4

Kirby Connell speaks at West High’s preseason dinner

By Ken Lay

The 2025 high school
baseball season is loom-
ing and West High School
has a new coach looking
to make the sport rele-
vant again on Sutherland
Avenue.

Rob Stacy took over as
head coach of the Rebels
over the summer and
immediately began prepa-
rations for the upcoming
season, which gets under-
way this month.

The Rebels had their first
official event recently at a
first-pitch dinner, an event
that sold so many tickets
that a change of venue was
necessary.

The event was held
on Friday, Feb. 7, at First
Presbyterian Church.

There, Stacy introduced
his team and coaching
staff to the fans who were
treated to a barbecue
dinner in the church’s fel-
lowship hall. He also out-
lined his expectations for
the upcoming campaign
and his long-term vision for
the program.

Stacy, who reversed the
fortunes for the baseball
program at Clinton High
School in recent years,
also got the opportuni-
ty to moderate a ques-
tion-and answer session
with a College World

Series Champion, former
University of Tennessee
relief pitcher Kirby Connell.

Connell, who recent-
ly completed a five-year
career at Tennessee during
the school’s best base-
ball run in program histo-
ry, had plenty of stories for
the fans and lessons for
the players on West High’'s
young 2025 roster. The fan
favorite played a huge part
on the Diamond Vols' 2024
team that went 60-13 and
bounced back from the los-
er's bracket to win the SEC
Tournament on its way to
winning a national cham-
pionship in Omaha last
season.

The former Vols’ reliev-
er discussed the impor-
tance of conditioning, an
element of the game that
he said he hates, and the
characteristics of being a

good teammate.

“It's important to take
care of your arm and do
conditioning, and | hate
conditioning because I'm
fat,” he said. “It's also
important that you accept

your role on the team.”

Connell was a fan favor-
ite for the Vols but he
wasn'’t the biggest guy and

he didn’t have an overpow-

ering fastball.

But he played a crucial

PHOTO BY KEN LAY.

Former Vol Kirby Connell speaks at a question-and-an-

swer session at West High's First Pitch Dinner recently
held at First Presbyterian Church.
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At a crucial time late in the game, Bearden Coach Ben Zorio instructs his five starters. The Bruins pulled out a 56-53

win.

Bruins hold oftf Seymour

for AAA Secionl title

By Steve Williams

Bearden had to win its
game against Seymour
twice before it could leave
Clinton Middle School with
the TMSAA Section 1 cham-
pionship trophy Feb. 10.

The Bruins twice built
huge leads and saw the
Eagles chop them down,
but Bearden managed to
hang on for a 56-53 vic-
tory behind the play of its
four eighth grade starters
- Dontae Campbell, Paxton
Tedford, Jamerson Moore
and Isaac Kannah.

The Bruins’ 33-15 lead
early in the second half all
but vanished as the Eagles
went on a 17-1 run to get
within two points (34-32)
with 1:25 left in the third
period.

Bearden broke away
again for a 48-35 advan-
tage with a little over three
minutes remaining in the
game, but Seymour still
wasn’t through and cut the
deficit to three (48-45) with
10 straight points.

An interception and layup
by the Bruins’ Tedford
finally stopped the bleed-
ing and Seymour would
never get closer than
three the rest of the way
at the Joe Hollingsworth Jr.
Gymnasium.

“Just gutting it out,”
Bearden Coach Ben Zorio
said was the key to the
win. “It was such a physi-
cal game both ways.”

The Bruins earned their
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Dontae Campbell was the Bearden Bruins' leading scor-
er in their win over Seymour in the TMSAA Sectional fi-

nals.

first-ever Final Four state
tournament berth and set
a school record for wins
(23-1) with the victory.
Campbell led Bearden
with 19 points, includ-
ing 13 in the second half
before fouling out with 38.3
seconds left. Tedford con-
tributed 13 points, includ-
ing six in the first period.
Kannah and Moore also
were in double digits with
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10 apiece. Brian Tate Jr.
chipped in four.

Caeden Soulages stood
out for Seymour with 26
points, including 18 in the
final period. Bryson Comer
added nine, Ethan Roper
seven and Luke Carr five.
Kiki Bohanan and Peyton
Davis each scored three
points.

“Two free throws each
by Isaac and Jamerson

were just huge down the
stretch,” said Coach Zorio.
“And Dontae was humon-
gous for us all game long.”

With two Bearden play-
ers fouling out and one
having four fouls, Aiden
Reed came off the bench
to help finish it out.

“Seymour is a great
team,” said Zorio. “No.
5 (Soulages) did just a
tremendous job on the
boards. We had to change
our defense up because
they were taking advantage
of us inside at times.”

The pressure-packed
game saw Seymour have
an off-night shooting and
Bearden commit a large
number of turnovers.

The Bearden coach said
he was proud of his team for
keeping their composure.

In the closing seconds,
Soulages put in a rebound
basket to pull the Eagles
within three points (56-53)
and a timeout was called
with 5.3 seconds on the
clock.

When play resumed,
Bearden ran the end line
and threw a long pass down
court, which was touched
and started the clock. The
ball ended up in Soulages’
hands and his desperation
heave fell far short of the
basket.

After the game, Seymour
Coach Dave Leist said he
tried to get a timeout to set
up a last play, but one was
not given.

Bruins

February 17, 2025

offense

on fire'
N semifinals

By Steve Williams

Bearden Middle Coach
Ben Zorio said his team’s
71-43 semifinal win over
East Hamilton in the
TMSAA Sectional semi-
final contest Saturday
(Feb. 8) may have been
his team’s best game of
the year.

The game had origi-
nally been scheduled
for Thursday but was
postponed by tornado
warnings.

“We just played well
from start to finish,” said
Zorio. “East Hamilton was
the longest and most ath-
letic team we have faced
this year.”

The Bruins had a total
of 21 assists in the game,
recalled the Bearden
coach, and in the back-
court point guard Brian
Tate Jr. had 23 points and
seven assists and Paxton
Tedford had 19 points.

“We did a good job
on their length on the
boards,” said Zorio, “and
did a good job defensive-
ly. We played a 1-2-2 the
entire game.”

But it was the Bruins’
offensive total that really
raised eyebrows.

Scoring 71 points in a
middle school game that
consists of four 6-minute
periods is awesome.

“We were hitting our
fair share of perimeter
shots and came out on
fire and just kept on going
and had 44 points at the
end of the first half,” said
Zorio. “We really played
our best offensive game
by far from start to finish.”

The Bruins hit nine
3-point shots in the game,
including six in the first
half.

“We really played
our best offensive
game by far from
start to finish.”
Coach Ben Zorio

Seymour
fans show
great
support

Seymour’s fan base was
a sight to see as it filled
half the basketball court
at Clinton Middle School
Monday night (Feb. 10)
waiting for their boys
to come down from the
locker room after a 56-53
loss to Bearden in the
TMSAA sectional finals.

“It's awesome,” said
Seymour Coach Dave
Leist. “What happens in
athletics is this: you unite
a community. And these
guys did that. The great
thing is, high school is
next. So they’ve got four
more years coming and
that’s what is exciting
about this group.”

“Beardenis a greatteam
- well-coached,” added
Leist. “They gave every-
thing they had tonight and
we knew that coming in.
There wasn’t going to be a
cakewalk. We knew it was
going to be a tough game
and we had to bring our
best game.

“We struggled a little bit
shooting at times tonight,”
continued the Seymour
coach. “That was kind of
our downfall.

“But the thing is, at half-
time this team could have
quit.

“I think a lot of people
in here started thinking
this was going to be like
the East Hamilton game
(that Bearden won 71-43).
But these boys don't quit.
They've got fight and they
want willpower. When you
play that way that will stick
with you the rest of your
life. Those are life skKills
they're learning.”

As for his team’s amaz-
ing comeback: “I couldn’t
ask for more,” said Coach
Leist.

The West Valley Lady Wolves won the TMSAA Class AAA
state championship Saturday.

Knox teams bring home two TMSAA state titles

Cont. frompage 1

defense and was able to
turn defense into offense
and not allow Mt. Juliet to
get into the flow of their
offense,” said Coach
Ballard. “It seemed like
every possession they had
to spend maximum energy
just to get a good shot.”

West Valley jumped out to
a 7-0 lead in the title game,
but Woodland, a team with
very tall players, caught up
at halftime (16-16).

The Lady Wolves’ Emery
Cooper didn’t feel well in
the semifinal game and
struggled. Coach Ballard
said the night before the
championship game she
“was very sick.”

Emery started getting
her strength back by half-
time of the finals and hit
three 3-point shots in the
third period. Without her,

the game would proba-
bly have been a lot closer.
But Cooper finished with
14 points to go with 10
each from Underwood and
Turner.

Zorio gives
Richview credit,
but all those

missed FTs!

Bearden led Richview by
four points (12-8) at the
end of the first period and
by three (21-18) at half-
time, but Richview captured
the lead late in the fourth
period. “I give Richview
credit,” said Coach Ben
Zorio. “We had a difficult
time stopping them in the
second half. Richview’s
Aree Hines was as talent-
ed a point guard as we've
seen all year long. The boys
never quit but could not pull

through in the end.”

Brian Tate, Jr. led the
Bruins with 13 points and
Dontae Campbell added
11.

As for the game against
Page, Coach Zorio said: “I
am so proud of the boys
for the fight they showed
throughout this game, over-
coming major foul trouble
throughout the game and
a deficit throughout the first
half before tying the game
on Tate’s 3-point shot at
the end of the half.”

The Bruins continued to
battle foul trouble through-
out the game, as two start-
ers fouled out and two
others played in the fourth
quarter with four fouls.

Campbell made two key
fourth quarter baskets,
Jamerson Moore added an
important fourth quarter
bucket, and Paxton Tedford

also hit a clutch 3 very late
in the fourth quarter to cut
the lead to 1. The Bruins
had a chance to win the
game at the buzzer after
a Page missed free throw,
but Tedford's long contest-
ed 3-point attempt just
missed. Tedford led the
team with 15 points and
Isaac Kannah added 12.
Free throw shooting hurt
the Bruins in both games.
After shooting 79 percent
from the free throw line
during the three games
of the Sectional tourna-
ment (including 10 of 12
in the championship game
versus Seymour and 5 of
5 in the fourth quarter),
the Bruins struggled from
the line in both State Final
Four games (shooting 7 out
of 16 from the line versus
Richview and 5 out of 17
from the line versus Page).
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When two major sporting
events are held on the same
day hours
apart,
w hich
event gets
the cover
picture in
a maga-
zine such
as Sports
lllustrated?

Here’'s one answer. |
found a copy of the Sept.
23, 1968, edition of Sports
lllustrated in the home
office desk a week or so
ago. Time has not dulled the
significance of that issue. It
recounts two major events
on the sporting scene on a
Saturday nearly 60 years
ago, one baseball and the
other college football at
Neyland Stadium.

Alfred Wright wrote about
Denny McLain winning his
30th game (“Golden 30
for Show Biz Denny”) in a
game earlier that after-
noon against Oakland at
Tiger Stadium in Detroit.
The story featured McLain
pictured with Dizzy Dean
and Sandy Koufax and a
number of other celebrities,
including CBS’ Ed Sullivan.
All the photos were black
and white. Only the cover
photo was in color.

Dan Jenkins wrote
the lead story about
Tennessee’s 17-17 tie in
the season opener against
Georgia, titled “A Rouser
on a Rug.” It was four
pages long, with five color
photos by Walter looss,
Jr., augmenting the text.

By Tom
Mattingly

Tennessee’s game was
played later that afternoon,
ending in the gloaming of a
September evening.

It was a historic game
on a historic day. Chris
Schenkel and Bud
Wilkinson were in the ABC
television booth. John Ward
and Bill Anderson were
making their debut on the
Vol Radio Network. Ward
has said that sometime
during the second half he
got the impression the duo
might make it as a broad-
cast team. Wide receiver
Lester McClain became the
Vols’ first African-American
player.

The Vols were the defend-
ing SEC champions after a
9-2 season and appear-
ance in the Orange Bowl
against Oklahoma nine
months earlier.

A revolutionary new sur-
face called Tartan Turf, a
product of 3M, adorned
Shields-Watkins Field, con-
signing the hallowed turf to
history. The Vols would play
on some type of artificial
surface through the 1993
season until grass made its
comeback under the careful
tutelage of groundskeeper
Bobby Campbell.

Times were on the
upswing football-wise in
Knoxville and across Big
Orange Country. There was
a new East side upper deck,
adding 7,307 new seats.
Stadium capacity was now
64,429.

Inside the magazine, Vol
wide receiver Gary Kreis is
pictured coming perilously

www.knoxfocus.com

close to dropping the final
TD pass from quarterback
Bubba Wyche. That hap-
pened mere seconds after
the final horn had sounded.

A NOTE FOR HISTORY: |
found a seat in the press
box that day next to the
head statistician, convers-
ing on a headset with the
TV booth and another crew
under Section X. | did like-
wise at the Alabama game
a month or so later. When
Wyche was leading the Vols
on their final drive to steal
the deadlock, another voice
was heard on our head-
sets. Someone was exhort-
ing Wyche to get the ball in
the end zone. No one knows
why, but he was saying, “Go,
Bubba, go!” play after play.
| found out later that voice
belonged to ABC’s Beano
Cook.

Georgia head coach
Vince Dooley and many
Georgia fans were con-
vinced Kreis had dropped
the ball. Pete Williams, the
referee that day, did not
stride to the center of the
field to let fans know that
the “previous play is under
review.” That didn’t happen
in those days. Good thing,
too.

Tight end Ken Delong,
Steve’s brother, had a firmer
grasp on the two-point con-
version reception that tied
the game, eluding Georgia
safety Jake Scott to make
the grab.

For the Vols, it had to
be one of those “inspira-
tional ties,” as the Vols
escaped the gallows at the

TMSAA BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT TIME
Lady Wolves win second MS sectional championship

By Ken Lay

West Valley Middle
School has long had one of
the top girls basketball pro-
grams in Knox County.

And now, the Lady Wolves
have their eyes on a Class
AAA State Championship
after recently winning their
second state sectional
championship at Clinton
Middle School.

West Valley punched
its second-ever ticket to
the Midstate for a perfor-
mance on the Volunteer
State’s grand stage with a
40-29 victory over defend-
ing state champion Sevier
County Jr. High School on
Saturday, Feb. 8, at Clinton
Middle School.

The Lady Wolves were
the sectional tournament’s
No. 1 seed and had a

first-round bye. But that was
about the only break. The
victory over Sevier County
culminated a tournament
run that saw West Valley
nab wins over Cleveland
and Maryville, two of East
Tennessee’s top middle
school programs.

“We had a hard draw,”
West Valley coach Josh
Ballard said. “We played
Maryville, Cleveland and
Sevier County. Sevier
County won the state last
year.

“Our bracket was hard
and | don't think being the
No. 1 seed was the easiest
thing for us.”

But the Lady Wolves
made it through, thanks
to some big contributions
from some seventh grad-
ers, who have some deep

basketball ties in East
Tennessee.

Emery Cooper scored
17 points in the section
championship game. Her
father, Gary, was a stand-
out player at both Halls
Middle and Halls High.
Jamiya Turner scored eight
points. She’s the daugh-
ter of former Lady Vol
Gwen Jackson, who is cur-
rently the girls basketball
coach at Austin-East High
School. Carsen Nesbit also
had eight points. She is the
granddaughter of longtime
Roane State basketball
coach Randy Nesbit.

“We have some legacy
players in our program for
sure,” Ballard said. “I'm
only the third (girls) coach
at West Valley. “We have
good players and we have

Big second half propels
Vine to State Final Four

By Ken Lay

Vine Middle School’s
boys basketball team won
a sectional championship
early last week and the
Golden Bears claimed the
title by winning a virtual
road game.

But early on against
Norris Middle School, which
was playing on a familiar
court at Anderson County
High School, it looked as
though the Senators would
return to the Final Four in
the Midstate.

But a halftime pep talk
from coach Jadarius Suber
and a big second half
helped the Golden Bears
punch their ticket to the
state tournament with a
58-42 victory over Norris in
the sectional championship

tilt on Monday, Feb. 10.

Vine (22-1) got off to a
lackluster start against
the Senators, who opened
a 13-6 lead in the first
quarter before rallying.
The Golden Bears held
the Senators to just seven
points in the second stanza
and pulled to within 20-19
by halftime.

Still, Suber wasn’t happy.

“We told them at the half
that we weren’t playing dis-
ciplined basketball and we
weren’t rebounding,” Suber
said. “We weren't aggres-
sive on the offensive and
defensive glass.

“If we're going to win,
we're going to have to con-
trol the boards. | think they
just wanted it more than we
did at that point.”

After the break, Vine

began to take control of the
game. The Golden Bears
took the lead in the third
quarter. But the Senators
were still within striking
distance, trailing 35-30
and setting up a potential-
ly thrilling final six minutes
with a trip to state hanging
in the balance.

Vine outscored Norris
23-12 in the fourth quar-
ter and pulled away.

Jamir Kimbrough, who
led the Golden Bears with
18 points, scored 10 in
the final frame and Julius
Young, who had 13, tallied
nine after halftime to spear-
head Vine's comeback.

Norris’ Colton Lawson,
one of the state’s top scor-
ers, had a game-high 25
points in the sectional final.

Who's on the Cover?
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In the 1968 Tennessee football season, there was a new playing surface for Shields- Wat-
kins Field, along with the new East side upper deck.

last possible moment. For
Georgia, it had to have been
a downer. For one thing, the
Bulldogs were more than
100 yards from their dress-
ing room at the South end,
since the game’s two criti-
cal plays had taken place
at the North end of Shields-
Watkins Field.

The Bulldogs recovered
from the apparent setback,
going undefeated the rest
of the way to win the SEC
crown, their second in three
seasons. The Vols had lost
28-14 to Auburn at Legion
Field on Nov. 9, the only
other blemish on their
schedule.

Both teams ended up
in major bowl games. The
Vols lost to Texas in the
1969 Cotton Bowl, while
Georgia lost to Arkansas in

good coaches around like
(Bearden High School girls
coach) Justin Underwood,
so they all make me look
good.”

In recent years, Ballard,
who formerly coached at
Cedar Bluff, has contin-
ued the sustained success
of a program started by
coaches Alex Comer and
Tim Goddard (the long-
time boys coach at Karns
Middle, where he coached
the likes of Webb coach
Ricky Norris, Karns High
coach Lee Henson and
former Knox County middle
and high school basketball
coach Lynn Allen) and is
making his impact on the
program that has won two
sectional championships.

Ballard has a solid group
of eighth graders that

the Sugar Bowl.

So, who was on the
cover?

The cover was a color shot
of legendary Tiger outfield-
er and Hall of Fame selec-
tion Al Kaline congratulating
McLain once the baseball
game safely belonged to the
Tigers. The legendary Tiger
broadcaster Ernie Harwell
had probably just said so.

It was one of a number
of Tennessee games cov-
ered by Sl in those days,
with John Underwood and
Jenkins doing the honors.
Tennessee defensive back
Mike Jones and Alabama
wide receiver Dennis
Homan made the cover
of the post-Alabama Sl on
October 23, 1967.

One other side note. SI
mistakenly let its readers

provides solid leadership.
But his top athletes are
in the seventh grade this
season.

“My eighth graders are
good leaders but in the sec-
tionals, we had five players
on the floor and all five were
seventh graders,” he said.
“My eighth graders provide
leadership, but in crunch
time, my seventh graders
are the ones on the floor.

think that the Tennessee
player pictured was not
Jones, but Vol defensive
back Jimmy Weatherford.
Not so. Vol players from
that era have confirmed
that Jones was indeed the
Vol player pictured.

All of which raises this
question: Do five color pic-
tures inside the issue as
part of the magazine’s lead
story trump the one color
picture of McLain on the
cover? You can judge for
yourself. By the way, you
can find this issue and see
the pictures on eBay.com,
under the heading “Sports
lllustrated Al Kaline Denny
McLain 9/23 1968.”

Regardless, this maga-
zine is definitely a keeper. If
you're a Vol fan and a Tiger
fan, it's a double keeper.

“This time of year, you
shorten your rotation and
our girls know that every-
thing we do, every time we
practice and every time
we play, we do what’s best
for the program. You only
have five players on the
floor at one time, but this
is a total team effort and
all of our players are always
involved.”
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Kirby Connell
speaks at West
High’s preseason
dinner

role in Tennessee’s suc-
cess. On some days, he
would face only one hitter.
But he was the man that
head coach Tony Vitello
and pitching coach Frank
Anderson called on to get
big situational outs.

“Looking back on it, |
wish | would have gotten to
throw more,” Connell said.
“And | guess that was kind
of a selfish thing.

“But coach Vitello knew
he could trust me and that
gave me the opportunity to
throw more. If your coach
doesn’t trust you in your
role, you won't get to throw
at all. You have to be willing
to accept your role.”

As far as being a good
teammate, Connell said
that a player must know the
players around him.

“Baseball is a game
where you can go O-for-4
and strike out three times,
and when a player does
that, you have to let him
throw his helmet in the

dugout and do what he
does,” Connell said. “Later,
you can go and encourage
him.”

Connell will never throw
another pitch in the Orange
and White, but he remains
with the Vols as a member
of Vitello’s staff. He's a
quality control analyst, a
position that he can’t really
describe.

“I'm a quality control ana-
lyst and | don’'t even know
what that means,” he said.
“I know that I'm supposed
to work with our pitchers to
make them better.”

Going from player to
coach has been a tough
transition for Connell.

“The transition, | hate it,”
he said. “l was their team-
mate last year and they
think that I'm supposed to
still be their friend and I'm
not.

“My job is to tell them
what they need to hear and
help them to get better. |
hate the transition but |
love (coaching) and | love
helping our guys get better.”

The Knoxville FOCUsS
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CAK girls headed in
right direction again

By Steve Williams

Christian Academy
of Knoxville and Grace
Christian had a see-saw
battle most of the night,
so it was fitting that the
two teams would stick
around for an overtime
period in the Division II-A
District 1 tournament at
CAK Saturday.

The Lady Rams had
a three-point lead in
the fourth period, but
two big plays pulled the
Lady Warriors into a
tie and kept the score
even. Sophomore Karlie
Whited’s 3-pointer tied the
score and Colie Thompson
battled for a tie-up in front
of the GCA basket with 1.7
seconds left.

Sophomore standout
Maddie Braden quickly
gave CAK the lead in
OT with an old fashion
3-point play that included
a driving 10-foot shot and
a successful free throw.
The Lady Warriors never
lost the lead after that
and won 61-55.

“It was a team effort collectively.l mean
every kid that stepped on the floor
tonight and even the ones that didn't,
they've all bought in.”

“It was a team effort
collectively,” said Coach
Abby Williams. “l mean
every kid that stepped
on the floor tonight and
even the ones that didn't,
they’ve all bought in.”

That's an awesome
mindset for a team to
have when it's tournament
time. And Coach Williams
and her Lady Warriors
(22-7) hope to make it to
Cookeville for the fourth
straight year.

Braden, a Miss
Basketball nominee, led
the win with 25 points.
Thompson contributed 14
and Whited 10.

Sophomore Abby
Roberts led Grace
Christian (17-10) with 19.

Thompson, Sophie
Carroll and Braden

Coach Abby Williams

represented CAK on the
All-Tourney team and
Braden was named the
MVP.

CAK BOYS FALL: Two
lengthy dry spells doomed
the Warriors in a 47-44
loss to Lakeway Christian
Academy in the boys’
championship game.

After leading 16-11 at
the first stop, CAK didn’t
score again until only 2:38
remained in the second
period.

In the third period, both
teams became victims of
a scoring drought. LCA
finally scored at 5:32 and
the Warriors got their first
points at 3:36.

Despite its offensive
woes, the Warriors
pulled even with Lakeway
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Christian in the fourth
period when Foster
Coleman swished in a
3-point shot from the top
of the key to make it 44-all
with 2:44 on the clock.

The Warriors would not
score again and Jaleel Ali
putthe Lions ahead with a
free throw. Ali scored on a
layup to give LCA a three-
point edge.

CAK called timeout with
8.4 seconds remaining.
Hunter Bennett, who
led the Warriors with 10
points, missed a 3-pointer
from the left corner right
before the buzzer.

Ali finished with a game-
high 18 points and was
named the boys’ MVP.
Ivan Moskalenko chipped
in 14 points.

CONSOLATION GAMES:
Grace Christian boys
defeated The King’'s
Academy 75-67 and
Providence Academy girls
defeated TKA 48-44.

Valiant effort falls short for Red Devils

Cont. frompage 1

“We didn’t have our
best player. Gabe Holmes
is home sick and | don’t
know what he’s got,” said
Stewart, who is in his first
year as the Red Devils’

head coach.

Despite all the good
things that Halls was able
to accomplish against the
Cougars last week, the
loss would prove costly
for the Red Devils. A win

would have landed them in
second place in the regular-
season standings, netted
them a first-round bye in
the upcoming postseason
tournament and an auto-
matic bid into the Region

OPENING EARLY 2025

Living

my BES

Clinical Care, Purposeful
Programming

Early Alzheimer’s &
Memory Care

B

antern

at Morning Pointe

Alzheimer’s Center of Excellence
HARDIN VALLEY

(865) 343-0409
2433 Reagan Road

2-4A Tournament.

But the loss forces Halls
to play Black Oak Ridge
rival Central in the opening
round of the tournament
and a win over the Bobcats
would net the Red Devils a
spot in the regionals.

Against the Cougars
Wednesday night, Halls
started by falling behind,
19-9 early. But the Red
Devils battled back and
pulled to within 19-17 by
the end of the opening
frame.

Halls never led in the con-
test but things remained
close in the second stanza
but the Cougars had a dou-
ble-digit advantage at half-
time when Luke Browning
knocked down a three-
pointer as time expired on
the first half, making the

“ score 39-28.

Halls clawed its way back
into the contest in the third
frame. The Red Devils nar-
rowed Campbell County’s
lead to 55-51 when Elijah
Elliott scored at the end of
the quarter.

The Red Devils pulled
to within 55-53 to open
the final eight minutes as
Ethan Hawkins grabbed

a rebound and promptly
scored.

The fourth quarter was
a roller coaster ride and
Halls had a shot to win late
after Colby Comparato’s
basket made it 57-54 with
23 seconds left. The Red
Devils got the ball back but
were called for a traveling
violation and later had to
foul. The Cougars’ Jake
Hatmaker clinched the
game with a free throw with
16.9 seconds remaining.

“We just couldn’t get over
the hump,” Stewart said.

Comparato and Gaige
Harold scored 13 points
to lead the Red Devils and
Elliott finished with 10.

Campbell County runs
past Lady Devils: Halls saw
its tough season contin-
ue Wednesday night as it
dropped its district finale to
the Lady Cougars, 65-19,
at home.

Campbell County led
22-8 after the first quarter
before extending its advan-
tage to 40-13 by halftime.

Kadence Fisher and
Bella Wires scored five
points each to lead the
Lady Devils, who will be the

No. 4 seed in the district’s
upcoming postseason tour-
nament. Campbell County
will be seeded second.

District 3-4A Tournament:
The district’s postsea-
son tournament will be
contested at Karns High
School. The girls portion of
the event opens Tuesday
night with a pair of elim-
ination quarterfinals as
fourth-seed Powell plays
No. 5 seed Halls at 6 p.m.
ant the host Lady Beavers
(seeded third) will play No.
6 Central.

On Thursday, top-seeded
Oak Ridge plays the Halls-
Powell winner at 6 p.m. and
Campbell County will play
the Karns-Central winner
at 7:30.

The boys tournament
will open Wednesday with
No. 4 Halls taking on No. 5
Central at 6 p.m. and No.
3 Campbell County playing
No. 6 Karns.

On Friday, top-seed-
ed Oak Ridge will play the
Halls-Central winner and
No. 2 Powell will play the
Karns-Campbell County
winner.

BELLA — 9 years old, 56 Ibs., Animal ID: 46737606
Bella is the sweetest dog you will ever meet. She
loves to snuggle and just be around humans. She is
very laid back, take lots of naps, and when you walk |
away, she will follow you just to know what you are
up to. Very curious. Loves walks just as much as she
loves to lay on the couch.

Young-Williams Animal Center
3201 Division Street, Knoxville, TN 37919

www.young-williams.org

Ad space donated by The Knoxville Focus.

Young-Williams
Animal Center

AURORA — 9 years old, 50 Ibs., Animal ID: 57564378

L Aurora wants to be your best friend and constant

= companion - whether you are going on long walks, working
- from home, or sitting on the couch. She is incredibly
smart - quickly learning things like the path home from a
walk. She gets along well with my dog and cat, as well as
all people she meets. She is one of those special dogs who

looks in your eyes and understands what you are saying.

She’s the best girl and deserves a permanent home.

865.215.6599

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. daily
Closed 1-2 p.m. for animal quiet time

m
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TSSAA is solid on three important things

By Steve Williams

At the beginning of the
special-called Legislative
Council meeting on Feb.
4, Mark Reeves, Executive
Director of the Tennessee
Secondary Schools
Athletic Association, told
Legislative Council mem-
bers three important things
- be careful to not exploit
athletes, the TSSAA is edu-
cation-based athletics and
the association wants to
have level playing fields.

A bill proposed in the
Tennessee state legislature

this past December would
prohibit public schools from
using public funds to join
an interscholastic athletics
association that prohibits a
student from participating
in sports due to a one-time
transfer. The bill, HBO025,
would take effect if the
TSSAA Legislative Council
did not pass its own one-
time transfer rule.

Even a one-time transfer
to another school to play a
sport without a bonafide
change of address would
be permissible under the
proposed law by the state

legislature.

It was asked at the meet-
ing if in almost 100 years
the TSSAA has operated,
has the state legislature
got involved with TSSAA
rules? No one recalled it
happening before.

Longtime football coach
Joe Gaddis, who is now
the principal at Oak Ridge
High School and on the
Legislative Council, com-
pared it to the current
college rule - “Once the
season is over, get back in
line to go to another school
program.” Gaddis said he

doesn’t want to see that
happen (on the high school
level).

Council member
Catherine Chubb from
Hutchison School said
she wants to keep edu-
cation-based athletics.
Some states already have
changed to current college-
like ways, she said.

One Council member
said high school coaches
recruiting now show up at
middle school games with
their staff in school colors.

“TSSAA knows what’s
best for the state,” said

Mike Reed, TSSAA Board
of Control president,
who attended the meet-
ing. “Other states look to
Tennessee and what they
are doing.”

In regard to Transfer
Rules and/or the Residence
Rule, all three proposals
presented to the Council
were denied as writ-
ten, although the Council
had extensive discussion
regarding plans for future
proposals.

The Council has asked
for a special called meet-
ing prior to the regularly

scheduled April meeting.
In preparation for that spe-
cial called meeting the staff
has been charged to bring
language for the Legislative
Council’s consideration
which would allow a trans-
fer without loss of eligi-
bility if the transfer is for
reasons unrelated to ath-
letics. The staff was also
charged with bringing back
potential changes to the
residence rule which would
make the rule apply equally
to all students.

Braden, Green and Hodge are Miss Basketball finalists

By Steve Williams

Three Knoxville girls are
finalists for TSSAA Miss
Basketball Awards this
season. They are Maddie
Braden of CAK in Division
[I-A, Meeyah Green of
Webb in Division II-AA and
Natalya Hodge of Bearden
in Class 4A.

The awards will be pre-
sented to the top girls and
boys in six classifications
of the TSSAA at the Tucker
Theater on the campus of
MTSU on Tuesday, March
18 at 5:30 p.m. The event
will be open to the public.

A statewide committee of
sportswriters selected win-
ners based on performance
during the 2024-2025 reg-
ular season. Academics
and character were also
taken into consideration.
High school head basket-
ball coaches and members
of the media nominated the
finalists.

This is the 40th year that
the Mr. and Miss Basketball
Awards have been present-
ed to Tennessee’s best high
school basketball players.

Smith repeats
as Gatorade
Player of the Year
in boys’ cross
country

Keegan Smith, Knoxville
Catholic High senior and
a University of Colorado
signee, has earned anoth-
er Gatorade Award.

“Keegan Smith’s lights-
out kick at Nike Cross
Southeast truly ranked
among the nation’s jaw-
dropping moments of
2024. The best nation-
als double-qualifier this
past season, he proved
himself to be among the
country’s distance elite
last fall.” -- Rich Gonzalez,
PrepCalTrack

n.tebek

Knoxville’s
Dodgen and Fox
to enter TSSAA
Hall of Fame

Knoxville’s Donald
Dodgen and Jim Fox, a
coach and an official
respectively, are among
eight new members to be
inducted into the TSSAA
Hall of Fame this year.

The festivities will be on
April 7 at the annual lun-
cheon at the Student Union
Building on the campus of
MTSU in Murfreesboro.

Other members of the
Class of 2025 are: Bill
Bingham, administrator
from Bristol; Clint Jackson,
administrator from
Memphis; Jinx Cockerham,
coach from Nashville;
Pat Simpson, coach from
Nashville; Thomas Frierson,
official from Columbia; and
Chip Walters, contributor
from Murfreesboro.

Bearden dancers
continue success
on national level

Bearden High's dance
team placed fifth in all
three divisions at the UDA
National Championships
this year. The team also
won its fourth consecutive
national title.

The team’s fifth place
score was 87.375.

Bearden also won the
pom category for the first
time since 2019.

The BHS dance team
is considered to have the
most successful dance pro-
gram in the state.

KNOXVILLE,
CHAPTER 24

PHOTO BY TAMMY DAVIS KREGEL

Bearden's dance team once again brought home high awards in national competition this year.

A sizzling week
of shooting for
Grace Christian’s
Mercer

The last week of January
was a special one for Grace
Christian Academy’s Cam
Mercer when it came to
shooting the basketball.

In three games including
two wins and an overtime
loss, Mercer averaged 26
points per game, shooting
59 percent from the field
(26 of 44) and 94 percent
at the free throw line (17
of 18). An additional stat
was awesome too (9 of 19
from 3-point land) for 47
percent.

Cam also had four
rebounds and two steals
per game.

Thomas and
Daugherty
sign football

scholarships
Two Powell High defen-
sive football standouts
signed scholarships papers

FREE BREAKFAST for Vets!
2600 Holbrook Dr. - Knoxville

In the heart of Fountain City!

The last Saturday of each month.
Doors open at 0800 / Chow at 0830
Honoring our Veterans
with GREAT Food & GREAT Fellowship!

Friday.
Cardell Thomas, a defen-
sive end, will continue his

career at Carson-Newman,
while Adrian Daugherty,
a middle and outside

linebacker, is headed for
Lindsey Wilson College
(KY).

NEW
WEEKEND
SHOW

TODD
STARNES

THE T0DD
STARNES

radioll ]
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Assistant Coach Cannon Duke gives instruction as Grace Christian's baseball team works on outfield drills where they make throws back into the infield. That's pitcher Asher Harri
standing on the mound.

Spring sports
prepare for
2025 season,
weather
permitting

By Steve Williams

Blue skies and a cool breeze greeted
TSSAA’s spring sports for their first offi-
cial day to practice on Monday, Feb. 10,
but the next two days saw Mother Nature
pouring rain on the baseball, softball and
soccer fields, tennis courts and tracks
throughout Knox County.

That’s the way it usually is this time of
the year. And when opening day arrives
on March 3, don’t be surprised if snow
is falling.

Eddie Turpin, longtime local assignor of
high school baseball and softball umpires,
knows that too well. There are a lot of days
he has to cancel umpire assignments and
reschedule.

By the way, more umpires are needed in
baseball and softball, Turpin said. If you're

interested, you can register online at www.
tssaa.org

There are several new head coaches
in baseball and softball in Knox County
this season.

New coaches in baseball are Aaron
Simmons (Hardin Valley), Rob Stacy (West)
and Garrett Copeland (Farragut). New
softball coaches are Sierra Hucklebee
(Fulton), Kaitlyn Walker (Webb) and Brandi
Weaver (West).

Lacrosse, TSSAA’s newest sanctioned
sport, had its first official practice date
on Feb. 3 and will play its first contests
next Monday (Feb. 24). Both boys and girls
can play lacrosse. The TSSAA voted unani-

Tl 11 i
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mously to sanction lacrosse for both gen- Hannah Hill operates the pztchmg machine and Cenzw Collm swings the bat during

ders in January 2023.

Grace Christian's first practice of the season.

Sophomore Leonardo Bertoncello maneuvers across the
back line in an opening day "challenge match” against

teammate Paxton King, also a sophomore, on Feb. 10 at

the GCA tennis courts.

There's a lot of activity on the soccer field as the Rams begin their season with practice No. 1.

SPRING SPORTS PHOTOS BY STEVE WILLIAMS
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