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By Jamie Schnell
schnellj@knoxfocus.com

The grand opening ceremony 
for The Lantern at Morning Pointe 
Alzheimer’s Center of Excellence, 
Hardin Valley, took place on May 
15 at 2433 Reagan Road on 
the serene grounds of what was 
once a horse farm in the pictur-
esque Hardin Valley area. This 
newly established senior living 
campus is thoughtfully designed 
to cater to the unique needs of 
residents experiencing memory 
loss, including those living with 
Alzheimer’s and dementia, boast-
ing 60 beautifully appointed 
apartments tailored for comfort 
and functionality.

The ceremony commenced 
with the melodies of harpist 
Deborah Cole, whose music set 
a warm and inviting atmosphere. 

The talented HVA Chamber Choir 
from Hardin Valley Academy cap-
tivated attendees with their poi-
gnant performance, singing “Set 
Me as a Seal,” and concluded the 
program on a reflective note with 
“The Road Home.” Hardin Valley 
Church Pastor Rodney Holloman 
led the invocation and opening 
prayer.

Greg Vital, president of Morn-
ing Pointe Senior Living, gra-
ciously welcomed the gathered 
guests, providing insightful intro-
ductions and an overview of the 
promising project that is The 
Lantern. Esteemed speakers 
included Jane Jolley, the com-
munity engagement director 
from the office of Knox County 
Mayor Glenn Jacobs; Amanda 
O’Dell, vice president of Investor 

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Should a note on an hon-
orable discharge of military 
service disqualify an appli-
cant for employment by 
the Knox County Sheriff’s 
Office?

That’s the question that 
came before the KCSO 
Employees’ Merit System 
Board of Directors last 
week. Two applicants with 
honorable discharges have 
applied, but their discharge 

papers have a note indicat-
ing “serious misconduct.”

The sheriff’s depart-
ment asked the board for 
an opinion, especially if the 
discharge was because the 
person refused a vaccine 
during the COVID crisis. 
Several of the board mem-
bers indicated that if refus-
al of the vaccine was the 
reason, then the person 
should qualify for employ-
ment.

Board attorney Mike 
Moyers told the group the 

sheriff’s office was asking 
for direction on the issue.

Chairman Christopher 
Manning said the request 
was like a “spaghetti sand-
wich” and a “curve ball.” 
Other members comment-
ed on not “moving the goal 
posts” but wanted to con-
sider the reason behind the 
footnote on the discharges.

Board member Lindsey 
Willis commented that if 
the only reason for the foot-
note was “based on Covid, 
that’s fine.”

The resolution was that 
an applicant must have 
documentation, beyond the 
DD214 discharge papers, 
to prove the reason for the 
notation on a military dis-
charge. Manning conclud-
ed the discussion by saying 
the sheriff’s department 
may contact the board or 
him to make the right deci-
sion on employment quali-
fications.

The board also approved 
the prior meeting’s dismiss-
al of a complaint filed by 

former Officer Gabriel Loya 
on his firing, discussed the 
KCSO job descriptions and 

appointed a subcommittee 
to look at the department’s 
promotional process.
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Knox County 
Republican 
Party 
Chairman 
Martin Daniel 
and Vice 
Chair Kyle 
Nahrebne 
welcome party 
members to  a 
Republican 
town hall 
meeting in 
Bearden last 
week. Photo 
by Ken Lay.

Continue on page 6

2,100-square foot home, 3BR, 2BA, on 
approx 1 acre (2 lots) in cul-de-sac. Partially 
fi nished basement (walls & ceiling) w/two 
garage doors. Green Miami Stone exterior. 

50 x 25 Detached Garage (walls & ceiling fi nished) w/woodburning stove 
connection & two garage doors. Spacious back w/country view. Mineral Rights 
remain with property. SOLD AS IS! MLS 1297558 $569,900

Cathern King
(865) 216-5646 cell

(865) 688-3232 offi  ce
Each offi ce is independently owned and operated.

3119 Cherokee Lane, Strawberry Plains, TN 37871
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By Ken Lay

The Knox County Republican Party 
invited its voters to West Knoxville to 
express their concerns to their state 
legislators last week.

The town hall meeting took place at 
the Bearden Banquet Hall Wednesday 
night and was emceed by new Knox 
County Republican Party Chairman 
Martin Daniel.

Two state senators, Richard Briggs 
(District 7) and Becky Duncan Massey 
(District 6), attended and fielded ques-
tions.

Five members of the Tennessee 
House of Representatives, including 

Michele Carringer (District 16), Elaine 
Davis (District 18), Justin Lafferty (Dis-
trict 89), Dave Wright (District 19) and 
Jason Zachary (District 14).

The panel of leaders discussed and 
entertained questions on many issues 
of the day, including immigration, crime 
and taxes. The issue of closing prima-
ries was also discussed, and that issue 
was heated because voters want pri-
maries closed, and some leaders, 
including Wright, prefer that the cur-
rent system remain in place.

Wright said that closed primaries 
would cause the house Republicans 

Knox County Republicans host town hall

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

It took several hours, but 
the Knoxville City Council 
voted Tuesday to contin-
ue the city’s relationship 
with an outside firm to 
deal with local violence. 
The split 6-3 vote passed 
and adds $519,750 to 
the agreement with the 
National Institute of Crimi-
nal Justice Reform (NICJR) 
and bringing a new annual 
agreement to $828,800.

The firm will continue 
to manage the ongoing 
violence reduction effort 
with a local director and 
four local employees. Who 

those local violence pre-
vention people will be is 
a matter of debate, while 
NICJR invites locals to 
apply from any organiza-
tion, two of those groups 
spoke in opposition saying 
that one of their members 
would not want to return 
to the group following the 
contract because they 
would no longer receive a 
$40,000 plus salary.

Councilwomen Seema 
Singh and Amelia Parker 
tried unsuccessfully to 
turn down the proposed 
contract and then, again 
unsuccessfully, to delay a 

Cont. on page 2

NICJR hired for 
one year to head 

violence reduction

Merit board discusses military discharges for KCSO applicants

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Four people had signed 
up to speak at the public 
input session on Tuesday, 
following a long day of 
budget hearings held by 
the Knoxville City Coun-
cil. Three of them, who 
had signed up prior to the 
meeting, didn’t appear, 
and only a spokesperson 
for Statewide Organizing 
for Community eMpower-
ment addressed the coun-
cil.

Adam Hughes spoke 
mostly about efforts to 
prevent evictions from 
apartments and homes. 
He applauded the city for 

including some support 
of the effort in the new 
budget and noted that in 
recent years, evictions of 
families had increased 
by about 50%. He added 
that on the day he spoke, 
238 families were before 
the local eviction court 
and that funding for legal 
aid to those families had 
decreased due to cut-
backs in support from the 
U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Develop-
ment.

“The more people in 
eviction court the more 
stress there is,” he said, 
adding that evictions are 
never expunged from 
records in Tennessee.

Public forum on city 
budget draws one

PHOTOS BY JAMIE SCHNELL.

The ribbon has been cut! Cheers were contagious at the opening of the 10th Morning Pointe memory care community. 
On May 15, Morning Pointe Senior Living hosted the Grand Opening of The Lantern at Morning Pointe Alzheimer’s 
Center of Excellence, Hardin Valley, marking a major milestone for families in the greater Knoxville area. The event 
brought together local leaders, healthcare advocates, volunteers, and families—many of whom shared moving stories 
about how the new community is already making a difference.

New memory care community 
opens in Hardin Valley

Greg A. Vital, Morning Pointe Senior Living 
co-founder and president.
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to lose their super majority.
“Open primaries enable 

you to get a super majority 
and keep the super major-
ity,” he said.

Opponents of the open 
primaries contend that 
Democrats could vote for 
moderate candidates and 
cancel out votes for conser-
vative candidates.

On the issue of ille-
gal immigration, Zacha-
ry noted that efforts have 
been increased to appre-
hend criminal illegals in 
Nashville between 1-6 a.m. 
He also noted that illegal 
immigrants not involved 
in criminal activity are not 
being targeted and that 
he opposes separation of 
familes.

The Tennessee Highway 
Patrol continues to turn 
over illegal immigrants 
pulled over to Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement.

“Any time the THP pulls 
over an illegal alien, any-
thing, like a busted head-
light, is probable cause,” 
Zachary said. “And anytime 
they apprehend an illegal 
alien, they turn them over 

to ICE.
“During the Biden Admin-

istration, they were told 
that they had to let them 
go. Under President Trump, 
ICE doesn’t let them go.”

He noted that illegals 
have now been removed 
from the state. He also 
emphasized that authori-
ties are not targeting ille-
gals who may be going to 
church or the grocery store.

“ICE or the THP isn’t wait-
ing to pick you up outside 
of Kroger,” Zachary said. 
“That’s why they’re step-
ping up efforts from 1-6 
a.m.

“I understand that people 
came here to get a better 
life. I get that, but we are a 
nation of laws and I took an 
oath to uphold the federal 
and state constitution. 

“The president is allow-
ing (illegals) to self-deport 
by buying them a ticket 
and giving them $1,000. If 
they’re afraid, maybe they 
should take advantage of 
that. 

“The other thing I can 
say to them is that they’ve 
already broken the law 
once, don’t break it again.”

Massey spoke and said 
that her passion is look-
ing out for the state’s most 
vulnerable people, includ-
ing children and victims of 
domestic abuse.

The state’s Quest system 
is working in juvenile courts 
to keep those who commit-
ted violent crimes in custo-
dy as adults.

Also on the issue of 
crime, Marsy’s Law will be 
on the ballot in 2026.

SJR 25 was passed and 
voters will have the oppor-
tunity to vote on the amend-
ment, which will keep vio-
lent offenders in custody. 
It will expand offenses for 
which judges can deny bail 
to defendants accused of 
capital offenses, acts of 
terrorism, second-degree 
murder, aggravated rape 
of a child, aggravated rape 
and grave torture.

Tennessee’s current reg-
ulations allow judges to 
deny bail for capital offens-
es. SJR 25 does not deny 
bail. It gives a judge discre-
tion. It also requires a judge 
and magistrates to explain 
why they allow or deny bail.
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From a distance
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duncanj@knoxfocus.com

Israeli Hatred For Children In Gaza Is Shocking
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Bye Bye Europe?

According To 
Sentinel, The City 
Can Do No Wrong

The Knoxville News Sen-
tinel is now whining about 
the $60 million “pedes-
trian” bridge along South 
Knoxville’s waterfront as 
it tries to wail about waste 
and overspending in gov-
ernment.   Of course, the 
Sentinel is apparently 
opposed to any effort by 
DOGE to root out waste, 
abuse and fraud and 
appears to be horrified that 
the current administration 
may not provide the federal 
money to build the bridge.  
We have one pedestrian 
bridge, not by design, but 
as it cannot now accom-
modate any kind of motor 
vehicle into downtown.  The 
folks writing about these 
topics weren’t born when 
the people of South Knox-
ville were promised some-
thing far different for the 
waterfront than a walking 
bridge to accommodate 
the Vol Navy on game day 
and just why city taxpayers 
should fund the project for 
the University of Tennessee 
has never been adequately 
explained.  The pedestrian 
bridge is a prime example 
of wasting taxpayer money 
well into the millions, but as 
the City of Knoxville is run 
by far-left Democrats, the 
Sentinel, to my knowledge, 

doesn’t seem to believe the 
city has ever wasted or mis-
spent a single dime of tax-
payer money.

The City of Knoxville 
seems to raise property 
taxes every three years, 
one reason being to fund 
its overly generous pen-
sion system.  For instance, 
Victor Ashe receives a very 
nice pension from his 16 
years as mayor of Knox-
ville, and he has assigned 
his pension rights to his 
daughter.   Theoretically, 
a pension can run for 60 
or 70 years, all funded by 
the taxpayers inside the 
city.   Keep in mind, the 
last tax hike by Indya Kin-
cannon and the Knoxville 
City Council was a whop-
ping 40% after it had been 
raised just three years ear-
lier.

Now the Sentinel sings 
a song of misery because 
the city administration 
applied for a federal grant 
for a bridge that was never 
needed and certainly not 
wanted by the people of 
South Knoxville as best as 
I can tell.   The University, 
under its current trajecto-
ry, is growing like Topsy as 
it has removed something 
like $9 million from the 
property tax rolls in South 
Knoxville, and who will 
make up that difference?  
City taxpayers, of course. 
People who get up and go 
to work every day.

The song of the long 
whine of the Sentinel sur-
rounds the fact that grant 
writers in the City of Knox-
ville government, all highly 
paid, filled the proposal full 
of Diversity Equity Inclu-
sion  and the virtue signal-
ing required of the Left, 
which has not a thing to 
do with good governance, 
except in the wee minds of 
fellow Leftists.   When the 
proposal was written, Joe 
Biden was in office, and 

clearly the city adminis-
tration never anticipated 
that the people of Amer-
ica would elect Donald 
Trump.   Just what does 
a bridge have to do with 
DEI in the first place?  The 
very idea that a bridge has 
anything to do with DEI is 
stupid.   Would the lights 
go out at dusk if a White 
or Asian person walked 
across?  Would music play 
if a Muslim walked across?  
Will the bridge sound off 
and lecture on DEI as stu-
dents skip across it?  Will it 
play appropriate music for 
those disembarking from 
their yachts and large ves-
sels as they march to Ney-
land Stadium across the 
street on game day?  The 
very idea that a bridge, any 
bridge, has anything to do 
with DEI makes about as 
much sense as the City 
of Knoxville proclaiming 
the bridge’s pronouns are 
“they” and “them.”   But 
then, to hear the Knox-
ville News Sentinel tell it, 
the City of Knoxville has 
never wasted a penny of 
taxpayer money.   I don’t 
recall any recent stories 
critical of how the City of 
Knoxville spends tax dol-
lars, especially after show-
ing repeatedly their idea 
of fiscal management is to 
come back to the taxpayers 
every three years to try and 
get more.  Most people who 
live inside the city now pay 
more in city property taxes 
than they do for the county, 
simply for garbage pickup 
and fewer services.  Indya 
Kincannon rolled back ser-
vices to the people of Knox-
ville while boosting taxes 
40% when she issued an 
edict that the Knoxville 
Police Department would 
no longer come to traf-
fic accidents and make a 
report unless there was a 
personal injury.  Intelligent 
folks now ask 911 to send 

a sheriff’s deputy.
Whether it’s a $1.7 mil-

lion sculpture some con-
sultant thinks is “art,” the 
City of Knoxville has amply 
demonstrated in recent 
times it doesn’t even pre-
tend to live within its 
means and continues to 
spend more and more.  The 
Sentinel skipped right past 
another story of the City of 
Knoxville paying a Califor-
nia-based group $519,750 
to manage “violence inter-
ruption” locally.   We all 
know how well California is 
governed.   These are the 
same people who watched 
while sucking their thumbs 
as Los Angeles neighbor-
hoods burned because 
there was no water in 
the fire hydrants, but the 
city government believes 
experts from California, 
where crime is so rampant 
chain stores of several 
varieties have closed their 
doors.  What do people who 
refuse to prosecute crimes 
know about interrupting 
violence? 

The city council is being 
asked to hire the National 
Institute for Criminal Jus-
tice Reform to help curb 
crime.  Here’s a wild notion: 
what about simply letting 
the police do their job and 
let the district attorney 
prosecute criminals? Yet 
the Sentinel hasn’t uttered 
a peep or questioned how 
a single dollar of taxpay-
ers’ money is being spent, 
much less wasted. 

A Congressman 
Should Not Be 

Bullied
The notion that Congress-

man Tim Burchett should 
have a “town hall” meet-
ing for a bunch of malcon-
tents and leftists to scream 
at him for an hour or two is 
absurd.     There is no con-
gressman in the country 

more readily accessible 
than Tim Burchett.   The 
variety and wideness of his 
acquaintanceship are noth-
ing short of astounding.  
Burchett routinely holds 
virtual town hall meetings, 
inviting literally thousands 
of participants from across 
the Second Congressional 
District.   What the leftist 
media and activists want 
is a visual to put online of 
supposedly unhappy con-
stituents shrieking about 
Trump and Republicans.  It 
is to give the appearance 
that somehow the gath-
ered cranks and kooks are 
the majority of the public.  
That poll was held recently 
and Congressman Burchett 
was reelected with some-
thing like 70% of the vote. 

Sane people have count-
less opportunities to visit 
with Tim Burchett at any 
number of public appear-
ances and they can always 
email, write a letter or tele-
phone or even participate 
in the virtual town halls.  
But then, that doesn’t allow 
for the kind of spectacle 
the paid activists want. 

 
There Oughta Be a 

Law
Jake Tapper and a co-

author have come out with 
a book detailing the scan-
dal involved in the attempt 
by the Biden administra-
tion and the compliant 
news media to cover up Joe 
Biden’s all too noticeable 
mental decline.  Of course, 
Jake Tapper himself was 
one of those who chewed 
out Lara Trump for sug-
gesting Biden was anything 
but sharp as a tack.  Tap-
per’s attempt to cash in on 
what he strenuously denied 
should be in the Guinness 
Book of Hypocrisy.  Evident-
ly, CNN and Tapper didn’t 
know any journalists who 
were supposed to get to 

the bottom of such things.  
Now he is writing about 
the White House lying, the 
Biden administration was 
lying about the state of Joe 
Biden’s mental decompo-
sition.  Let’s remember the 
leftist mainstream news 
outlets were calling people 
“Nazis” who questioned 
Biden’s mental acuity.  They 
ALL lied to the American 
public. 

There oughta be a law 
that Tapper can’t make 
money on something he 
not only did NOT report, but 
denied before it became 
so obvious even a moron 
could see and hear it.

From The Desk Of 
Rep. Tim Burchett:

On Friday, U.S. Con-
gressman Tim Burchett 
announced that he will be 
introducing legislation to 
codify President Trump’s 
Executive Orders. Since 
his inauguration, Presi-
dent Trump has slashed 
regulatory red tape, priori-
tized fiscal conservatism, 
and effectively closed the 
Southern Border. 

“President Trump has 
done his part in acting 
on the mandate from the 
American people. It’s past 
time for Congress to take 
action,” said Representa-
tive Burchett.  

“I am taking charge to 
ensure Congress carries 
out President Trump’s 
agenda. Thats why I’ll be 
introducing a series of sin-
gle-issue bills to support 
the President and Con-
gressional Republicans’ 
promise to the American 
people.” 

The first series of bills will 
enforce DOGE cuts, slash 
harmful red tape, elimi-
nate foreign influence in 
our schools, and unleash 
American energy.

I am not a Euro-
phile. I am grate-
ful for Western 
civilization, cul-
ture, religion and 
Adam Smith. But 
in no way have 
I ever wanted 
to emulate any 
of the Europe-
ans. British cui-
sine is so awful 
that the best British food 
is Indian. French cuisine 
gives me gas much like the 
effete snobs who populate 
the country. I like Italian 
cooking, although it, too, 
can produce its share of 
backfires. Spanish food is 
passable, although I once 
turned down an offer to 
visit a tapas bar. Then there 
is Scandinavia, which is too 
cold and much too bigoted 
for my tastes. It seems that 
throughout most of histo-
ry, Europeans have been 
intent on killing each other. 
That still continues with the 

war in Ukraine. 
That Europe has 
not decided to 
shut down the 
Russian econo-
my and fully pro-
tect Ukraine is 
enlightening. If 
they won’t do it, 
then why should 
we? I don’t get 
the U.S. talking 

with Russia about ending 
the war in Ukraine. Don’t 
the Ukrainians have a say? 
What about the Europe-
ans? This may be one of 
the weirdest things Donald 
Trump has done.

The Europeans are intent 
on driving themselves into 
the ground. The embrace of 
green energy, the shutting 
down of coal and nucle-
ar, the high cost of getting 
less energy for more money 
speaks to the effeteness 
of the continent. When it 
started, the EU was compa-
rable to the United States 

in GDP. It is now 60% small-
er. In any other place in the 
world, that would be scan-
dalous. In Europe, all you 
get is a ho-hum. Europeans 
want to work less, produce 
less and complain more. Is 
this any way to run (or ruin) 
a continent?

The Europeans have 
abdicated their prosperity 
to the greens, to the influx 
of illegals who refuse to 
adapt to their new country’s 
culture, and to general mal-
aise. It is like the politicians 
on the continent are noth-
ing but a bunch of wimps 
(Italy’s Meloni and Poland’s 
Duda are the exceptions). 
Seriously, do you think Rishi 
Sunak, Emmanuel Macron, 
Bajram Begaj, Vahagn Kha-
chaturyan, Katalin Novak, 
Ignazio Cassis or any of the 
rest of the European lead-
ers are capable leaders? 
For me, this is a continent 
in decline. Its best days are 
past.

The Europeans have 
fallen victim to socialism 
and the welfare state. 
They were shocked by the 
two speeches given by J. 
D. Vance. In one speech, 
Vance excoriated the Euro-
peans, saying that the big-
gest threat to Europe is not 
Russia but the “retreat of 
Europe from some of its 
most fundamental values, 
values shared with the 
United States of America.”  
Vance said that Europe 
must take a greater role in 
its own defense, reject the 
rule of the elites, go back 
to its roots and strength-
en Western values against 
external and internal 
threats. Vance also scold-
ed European leaders for sti-
fling dissent, religious liber-
ty and free speech. 

The Europeans were 
shocked, shocked! How 
dare the uppity Americans 
tell them what to do! The 
other speech by Vance 
was on European censor-
ship and heavy-handed 

regulation of American 
high tech firms. He said 
that the Trump administra-
tion “cannot and will not 
accept” efforts by foreign 
governments to tighten the 
screws on “U.S. tech com-
panies with international 
footprints.” Pow! Take that, 
you effete snobs!

The future belongs else-
where. But where? Per-
haps America can contin-
ue to show the way, provid-
ed it throws off the impedi-
ments of climate change, 
social “justice” and let-
ting the education indus-
trial complex get away with 
not educating our children. 
I firmly believe that eco-
nomic prosperity is close-
ly aligned with econom-
ic freedom. With Europe 
in decline, outside of Ire-
land, where do we look for 
strong economic growth? 
Not Latin America, where 
five of the six largest econ-
omies are either in decline 
from socialist governments 
or in recession. Argentina, 

once a basket case, is 
the sole bright spot with 
Milei as president. Asia, 
with Malaysia, the Philip-
pines, Vietnam, Cambodia 
and Thailand, is a maybe 
despite the train wreck 
that is the Chinese econo-
my. Maybe Australia, India, 
Nigeria, Botswana, Arme-
nia, Ukraine and Poland. 
Of course, there is Israel. 
South Africa is a wonder-
ful country burdened by 
a woeful and corrupt gov-
ernment. But then again, 
aren’t most governments 
corrupt?

Regardless, if I were 
Donald Trump, I would enter 
into free trade agreements 
with countries that value 
private property, entrepre-
neurship and freedom. I 
would ignore the pomp-
ous self-indulgence that 
is Europe and have Amer-
ica lead the way to a more 
prosperous and freer world.

The hatred of some in 
Israel for the people of 
Gaza – even for little chil-
dren – is just astounding. If 
they have even a tiny bit of 
belief in God, they should 
pray for forgiveness.

Unfor tunately, NPR 
reported last Thursday 
(May 15) on “deadly air-
strikes, killing more than 
150 people in the past 
day, including dozens of 
children.”

On May 9 the Israe-
li newspaper Haaretz and 
many other publications 
reported on a meeting of 
a subcommittee of Israel’s 

Foreign Affairs and Defense 
Committee.

The hearing in the Knes-
set, Israel’s Parliament, 
was not about concern for 
children who were starving 
or who had to have ampu-
tations without anesthesia. 
It was about concern over 
the public relations harm 
to Israel.

One of the witnesses 
was Dr. Sharon Shaul from 
NATAN, a worldwide human-
itarian aid charity.

Dr. Shaul said, “I believe 
that none of the people sit-
ting around this table are 
concerned that a suffering 
child cannot receive pain-
killers or even minimal med-
ical treatment.”

Then the story said that 
Knesset member Amit 
Halevi from Netanyahu’s 
Likud Party “interrupted 
her angrily saying, ‘I’m not 
sure you’re speaking for us 
when you say we want to 
treat every child and every 
woman.’”

The doctor then replied 

that she hoped the member 
would not oppose “a four-
year-old child” undergoing 
an amputation receiving 
pain medication. “I hope 
you have that compassion,” 
Dr. Shaul said.

However,  Knesset 
member Limor Son Har-
Melech “pointed at the 
doctor and said ‘the only 
treatment that should be 
given is to you.’” Another 
member shouted, “You are 
the sickest doctor I have 
ever seen.”

Elad Barashi, a producer 
at Israel’s Channel 14, sur-
passed even this hatred by 
writing on social media in 
early May: “Good morning. 
Let there be a holocaust in 
Gaza.”

In another post, he wrote: 
“I can’t understand the 
people here in the State of 
Israel who don’t want to fill 
Gaza with gas chambers … 
or train cars … and finish 
this story. Let there be a 
holocaust in Gaza.”

He added: “Men, women 

and children – by any 
means necessary we must 
simply carry out a Shoa 
against them – yes, read 
that again – H-O-L-O-C-A-
U-S-T!”

He said there were 2.6 
million terrorists in Gaza 
and wrote: “Without fear, 
without weakness – just 
Crush. Eliminate. Slaughter. 
Flatten. Dismantle. Smash. 
Shatter.”

The fanatic Netanyahu 
has been indicted for war 
crimes and crimes against 
humanity, yet he is a hero 
in our Congress because 
of campaign contributions. 
The rest of the world is 
overwhelmingly against the 
genocide in Gaza.

In my column two weeks 
ago, I wrote of the letter 
signed by the 36 mem-
bers of the Board of Depu-
ties of British Jews, which 
criticized what it called this 
“most extremist of Israe-
li governments” and said, 
“We stand against the war.”

Even more significant – in 

fact, almost shocking – is 
the column Thomas Fried-
man, the longtime New York 
Times columnist, published 
on May 9 entitled “This 
Israeli Government Is Not 
Our Ally.”

Friedman said Netan-
yahu has placed personal 
political survival before his 
nation’s and U.S. interests 
and wrote, “Netanyahu is 
not our friend.”

He added that “a perma-
nent Israeli military occupa-
tion, whose unstated goal 
will be to pressure all Pal-
estinians to leave is a pre-
scription for a permanent 
insurgency – Vietnam on 
the Mediterranean.”

Israel has never had any 
prominent media voice 
more supportive than Fried-
man has been over the 
years. He has been writ-
ing for the New York Times 
since 1981.

President Trump wrote 
that the release of the 
American hostage Edan 
Alexander a few days ago 

was “a step taken in good 
faith toward the United 
States and the efforts … 
to put an end to this very 
brutal war…”

Axios reported that “Israel 
was not directly involved … 
and initially learned about 
it from its intelligence ser-
vices who spy on Hamas.” 
This gives credence to the 
many reports that Trump is 
tired of being manipulated 
by Netanyahu.

CNN reported on May 
12 that Trump “blindsided 
Israel several times already 
– announcing talks with 
Iran, a deal with Yemen’s 
Houthi rebels, and direct 
talks with Hamas,” plus 
not stopping there on the 
president’s latest Middle 
East trip.

Maybe Friedman’s 
column and some of the 
statements and actions 
by Trump will finally give 
some members of Con-
gress the courage to speak 
out against Israel’s cruelty 
in Gaza.

Cont. from page 1

PHOTO BY KEN LAY.

Local Republican leaders including Becky Duncan Massey, Michele Carringer, Elaine 
Davis, Justin Lafferty and Dave Wright field questions from supporters at Wednesday 
night’s town hall meeting in West Knoxville.

vote until next month. They 
were joined in their oppo-
sition by Charles Thomas.

Various public speakers 
on the issue included Andre 
Canty, Denzel Grant and 
Rashaad Woods.   Grant, 
executive director of Turn 
Up Knox, told the meeting 
that if his organization was 
chosen to run the violence 
prevention program he 
would resign if that helped.  
Turn Up Knox was contract-
ed by the city originally but 
the contract was cancelled 
because of disagreements 
and reporting paperwork.

Canty of Cities United 

noted that much progress 
against local violence was 
made under the Turn Up 
Knox leadership and urged 
that NICJR reach out to hire 
local interventionists and 
train them.

Woods, director of 
Renounce Denounce, said 
he did not want his people 
to be part of the NICJR con-
tract.

Under the contract 
agreement, NICJR, often 
referred to as “Nick Junior” 
by public speakers, will 
apparently make a report 
each six months to the 
council and the organiza-
tion will have an advisory 
board along with the Office 

of Community Safety and 
Empowerment.

Councilman Tommy 
Smith said the accountabil-
ity of the effort rests with 
Mayor Indya Kincannon 
and NICJR. Commission-
er Thomas said that the 
administration is responsi-
ble for the “breakup of Turn 
Up Knox.”  That group has 
managed to obtain some 
outside grants to continue 
its local work.

Mayor Kincannon replied 
that the city “made every 
effort to make it work” with 
Turn Up Knox and said suc-
cess in the violence pre-
vention effort is about 
management.

NICJR hired for one year to 
head violence reduction

Cont. from page 1

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Knox County Commission Chairwom-
an Gina Oster quickly moved the zoning 
session last week through 14 different 
requests for zoning changes and two 
street name changes, but hit a snag on 
the 10th request, which regarded prop-
erty at 8022 Hill Road.

Mesana Investment LLC requested 
four units per acre on the 14.13-acre Hill 
Road property, changing the site from 
agricultural to planned residential. Scott 
Davis of Mesana told the zoning meeting 
that none of the residents had contacted 
him with an objection, and the planning 
commission had approved the zoning 
change in a 14-0 vote.

Commissioner Rhonda Lee of the 7th 
District said she had heard “lots of oppo-
sition” to the development and asked 
Davis to put off the request until the 
commission’s June meeting.

Davis responded that he had previously 

sought commission zoning changes fol-
lowing a favorable vote by the planning 
commission, had some opposition, and 
was turned down. He said meeting with 
local residents would “not be beneficial 
and isn’t productive” and noted all the 
local residents had been notified of the 
zoning change request by mail.

“They have my number and not one 
person has reached out to me,” Davis 
said but then reluctantly agreed to post-
poning the request until June and appar-
ently meeting with local residents.

Several of the other 13 zoning requests 
involved families wanting to divide their 
property for relatives to build there.  

The commission approved five chang-
es from agricultural to low-density resi-
dential, five changes to planned residen-
tial, one for planned commercial and one 
for general business.

An application for 1311 West Beaver 
Creek Drive, from agricultural to low den-
sity residential, was postponed until June 
because the applicant didn’t appear.

Pay raises, grants, Hotel-Motel 
tax discussed in budget hearing 

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The Knox County Com-
mission, meeting for the 
first of two budget ses-
sions, heard Finance 
Director Chris Caldwell 
last week explain the 2% 
pay raise proposed for 
the 2,700 county employ-
ees. The increase, howev-
er, would not take place in 
the new fiscal year start-
ing in July but would kick 

into their paychecks next 
January.

Jenny Holden, director 
of Government Grants and 
Development, was asked 
about how state and fed-
eral grants are awarded. 
She said there were 73 
requests from non-profit 
agencies for the $457,250 
available, and 27 were 
selected after each appli-
cation was reviewed.

A representative from 

Zoo Knoxville spoke on 
how non-profits and other 
groups lease the facili-
ty for events. There was 
also a discussion about 
the Hotel-Motel Tax and 
funding for federal and 
state grants for children’s 
emergency shelters.

The last public hearing 
on the upcoming budget 
is set for today at 3 p.m. 
prior to a commission vote 
on the expenditures.

Hill Road development 
zoning postponed until June

Knox County Republicans 
host town hall
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in loans to Knoxville 
businesses$414MM Business Lender

in America#1 Bank for small- and 
medium-size businessesBEST

Learn more about our business solutions and contact one of our
business specialists in Knoxville at bankofamerica.com/localbusiness

What would you like the power to do?®

“Bank of America” is the marketing name used by certain Global Banking and Global Markets businesses of Bank of America Corporation. Lending, other commercial 
banking activities, and trading in certain fi nancial instruments are performed globally by banking affi  liates of Bank of America Corporation, including Bank of America, 

N.A., Member FDIC. ©2025 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.

Open more doors in your community.

Terry Cline

President, Bank of America Knoxville

Knoxville businesses are the backbone of our community and our economy. 
Bank of America is on your corner and in your corner, with solutions and

industry-leading insights to help our local businesses thrive.

Isabella Barksdale 
Banks, Valedictorian

Arielle Bull
Valedictorian

Sophie Carr
Valedictorian

The Knoxville Focus 
would like to applaud 

the Seymour High 
Class of 2025!

Isabelle Haggard
Valedictorian

Mark Howard
Valedictorian

Ivy Johnson
Valedictorian

Tyson Johnson
Valedictorian

Rosalie Lane
Valedictorian

Nathaniel Lanier
Valedictorian

Chloe McCoy
Valedictorian

Samuel Mize
Valedictorian

Madison Morren
Valedictorian

Caleb Owen
Valedictorian

Mary Payne
Valedictorian

Ava Reeves
Valedictorian

Levi Roy
Valedictorian

Sanjay Samtani
Valedictorian

Tyler Santel
Valedictorian

Elianna Schroeder
Valedictorian

Ezekiel Scott
Valedictorian

Sawyer Smith
Valedictorian

Kassidy Stacy
Valedictorian

Lincoln Toomey
Valedictorian

Elinor Underwood
Valedictorian

Phoenix Vogt
Valedictorian

Adamae Wickey
Valedictorian

Aiden Williams
Valedictorian

Alexandra Zadakaus
Valedictorian

Wyatt Hess
Salutatorian

Erica Ogle-Bell
Salutatorian

Cresson Postlewaite
Salutatorian

Jessica Thomas
Salutatorian

Colby Vanderveer
Salutatorian

Jonah Mitchell
Valedictorian

Turner Williams
Valedictorian

Michael Phelps
Salutatorian

SOUTH-DOYLE
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FOR MORE DETAILS & TERMS VISIT: www.powellauction.com

Auction & Realty

6729 Pleasant Ridge Road
Knoxville, TN 37921

865-938-3403
K e n n y  P h i l l i p s ,  A u c t i o n e e r  -  L i c  #  2 3 8 5

O N L I N E  O N L Y  E S T A T E  A U C T I O N
287 HAYES HOLLOW ROAD - MAYNARDVILLE, TN 37807

BIDDING BEGINS TO CLOSE: 
FRIDAY, MAY 30TH AT 12:00PM - NOON (ET)

Tranquil country estate sitting on 40+/- acres
Ranch-style home with approx. 2200 SF on the main level

featuring 3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms
Lovely covered front porch, screened side porch, 

living room, expansive eat-in kitchen, family room with stunning
stone fireplace, and laundry room

Roof was replaced in 2024
Approx. 1792 SF basement with large 2-car garage and framed for

2 rooms with closets and a roughed-in bathroom
2 flowing creeks on the property and plentiful fruit trees & bushes

creating an idyllic setting
Union County Parcel/Tax ID: 043  040.00

OPEN HOUSE: 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 28TH FROM 2-4PM (ET)

County to face some 
slim years for budgets
By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Despite some banner 
years, Knox County is facing 
some large bond repay-
ments ahead, and with 
some questions about fed-
eral grants cutbacks, the 
future county budgets may 
be much smaller.

Finance Director Chris 
Caldwell warned the Knox 
County Commission last 
week of financial concerns 
already visible. He said the 
revenue is currently $177 
million below last year and 
expenditures are up. Reve-
nue from real estate taxes 
are down but the com-
mission’s prior approval 
of appraisals changing to 
every two years will help 
because it would take the 
“tax ratio” off the discounts 
some property owners were 
getting.

“The budget surplus will 
flatten out if it exists at all,” 
Caldwell told the county’s 

finance committee. Howev-
er, he said the Hotel-Motel 
Tax revenue is up by 2.4% 
but noted that tax collec-
tions are lower after years 
of trending upward. The 
finance director said that 
next year’s budget, for the 
2025-26 year that begins in 
July, is mostly stagnant, but 
the next three years will be 
“a big spike in debt service.”

“We’ve got reserves in our 
Rainy Day Funds,” Caldwell 
replied when asked how 
those large balloon pay-
ments on the debt could be 
paid, adding, “We have 30 
days set aside.”

He also said the county 
is hoping and waiting for 
interest rates to come down 
and that the county plans to 
issue new bonds later this 
year.

Linda McGinnis of the 
Knox County Trustee’s Office 
gave Justin Biggs’ report on 
tax collections, telling the 
commission that revenue 
is down from last year and 

that more and more resi-
dents are asking to join the 
tax relief program offered to 
seniors, and there is a slight 
increase in the number of 
mortgage bankruptcies.

She said she was speak-
ing for the trustee’s office 
because Biggs had a prior 
commitment.

Knox County Schools 
Finance Director Ron 
McPherson told the meet-
ing the school finances 
are in “pretty good shape,” 
but added there is uncer-
tainty over federal funding, 
adding, “We’re on the edge 
of our seats waiting.”

District 9 Commissioner 
Andy Fox asked McPher-
son how many “illegal” stu-
dents the school system 
has. The reply was that the 
answer isn’t available. Dis-
trict 6 Commissioner Terry 
Hill, a former school board 
chairwoman, responded to 
Fox’s question by saying, 
“We cannot ask that when 
a student enrolls.”

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

While the majority of the 
city council meeting dealt 
with a violence prevention 
contract, the council man-
aged to vote on numerous 
issues, including approv-
ing $1.07 million to pur-
chase property for the 
Broadway Streetscapes 
Project from eight property 
owners for the greenway.

Councilwoman Lauren 
Rider noted fellow council 
member Charles Thomas‘s 
assistance in expanding 
the greenway along Broad-
way. Rider said the current 
plan is the third concept 
submitted, and it adds buf-
fers along Broadway and 
I-640. The project includes 
pedestrian crossings and 
is partially funded with an 
80% federal grant.   The 

final connection will be 
completed next spring.

An expanded gravel 
parking lot under the 
James White Bridge along 
Island Home Avenue was 
funded for $49,100 in 
a contract with Cannon 
& Cannon Inc. Council-
man Tommy Smith said 
the lot improvements 
were applauded by Sevier 
Avenue merchants.

The city’s Augusta 
Quarry Phase II Project 
contract with Southern 
Constructors Inc. was 
amended to up the amount 
to more than $3.7 million 
for final construction. The 
quarry may be ready for 
summer with safer family 
recreation features includ-
ing a floating platform and 
buildings.

On first reading the coun-
cil also voted to approve 

revised design guidelines 
for the Edgewood-Park 
City Historic Overlay Dis-
trict, various rezonings on 
Eighth Avenue, Central 
Avenue Pike, Keck Road, 
Millertown Pike and Grand 
Avenue, $1,500 to the 
Urban League for an event 
and the same amount to 
the S.O.U.L.S. Youth Choir 
to discourage bullying and 
discrimination.

It also approved Mayor 
Indya Kincannon’s reap-
pointment of Jonathan 
Haskell and appointment 
of Brian Brooks and Valuri 
Reid to the Police Adviso-
ry and Review Committee.

Council approved a 
$921,721 contract with 
GCE Construction for ren-
ovations to the 6th floor of 
the City-County Building.

By Ken Lay

Threatening skies 
couldn’t temper the excite-
ment for Knox County 
Schools Wednesday morn-
ing when the district broke 
ground for a new elemen-
tary school.

The new campus, which 
is scheduled to open for 
the 2027-28 school year, 
will be the largest school in 
Knox County as it will have 
the capacity to serve up to 
1,400 students. It will fea-
ture 68 classrooms and a 
storm shelter.

“You look at this and 
we’re going,” said KCS 
Superintendent Dr. Jon 
Ryeswyk. “We try to think 
long-term of what this could 
look like for 50 years for 
this community, for future 
growth. That’s why we take 
on an investment on this 
scale. We know we have to 
get it right.

“When you build a school 
like this, it’s a once-in-a-
generation thing, and that’s 
what we look at when you 
make an investment like 
this. This is an exciting day 
for Farragut and an exciting 

day for Knox County.”
The new school will help 

alleviate overcrowding at 
Farragut Primary and Far-
ragut Intermediate schools. 
It will be located at 202 Vil-
lage Commons Boulevard 
and will cost $43.7 million. 
It will be built on land pur-
chased from Doug Horne, a 
graduate of Farragut High 
School.

“This will be the Horne 
Family’s lasting legacy,” 
said Ron Williams, mayor of 
the Town of Farragut. “This 
is one of the last pieces of 
land that they had.

“Doug and his family are 
from Farragut, and he went 
to Farragut High School.”

The campus will be 
139,000 square feet, and 
Rysewyk noted that the 

district sought input from 
the community.

“It’s kind of been a two-
year process for us to 
engage the community 
and really look at what the 
best practices are, and see 
what programmatic needs 
were for the community,” 
he said. “I think you’ll see 
a lot of the things we see.

“I think what we’ve seen 

more recently is a lot more 
small group instruction and 
a lot more different kinds 
of things for students who 
have language barriers 
or maybe some special 
needs.”

Knox County Mayor 
Glenn Jacobs attended the 
groundbreaking ceremony 
and commended communi-
ty members for making the 

new school a reality.
“I’m proud that Knox 

County is stepping up to 
support this vision,” he 
said. “Together, we are 
laying foundation, not 
merely of concrete and 
steel, but of opportunity, 
learning and a strong future 
for every student entering 
these doors.”

KCS board member 
Lauren Morgan, who repre-
sents District 5, was excit-
ed. She also expressed 
gratitude to Susan Horn, 
who held the seat before 
she did.

“I want to thank my pre-
decessor, Susan Horn, for 
doing all the work to make 
this happen,” Morgan said 
of Horn, who also attend-
ed the groundbreaking cer-
emony.

Morgan is a parent of stu-
dents in Farragut.

“I see my kids’ class-
rooms being full, maxed out 
and running out of desks 
and room,” she said. “As 
a parent, I’m excited, and 
as a board member, I’m 
pleased. This is an exciting 
day for Farragut.”

KCS breaks ground for new school in Farragut

PHOTO BY KEN LAY. 

Knox County Board of Education and community leaders break ground for a new elementary school in Farragut in a 
ceremony Wednesday morning. 

City funds Broadway, Augusta greenways

Development and Experi-
ence at the Knoxville Cham-
ber of Commerce; Gina 
Oster, District 3 chair of the 
Knox County Commission; 
Sage Kohler, founder and 
past president of the Hardin 
Valley Business and Com-
munity Alliance; and Janice 
Wade-Whitehead, president 
and CEO of Alzheimer’s Ten-
nessee.

“We’re seeing more retir-
ees move into this part of 
East Tennessee, and with 
them comes their family 
members who have been 
needing the services that 
Morning Pointe provides,” 
Vital said. “Morning Pointe 
is honored to help family 
members become family 
members again rather 
than just caregivers. There 
is always a compassion and 
care in their hearts to help 
that loved one, but Morning 

Pointe is there to provide 
those professional, com-
passionate services that 
can help the resident and 
their family enjoy quality of 
life.”

A heartfelt testimoni-
al was shared by Lantern 
family member Cissie King, 
who illuminated the impact 
of the memory care center 
on her family, specifically 
her mother, Carole Fields.

“I’m not the caregiv-
er and the daughter – I’m 
the daughter again,” King 
said during the celebration. 
“Once I came here, this felt 
like home. I could just tell 
from the staff, the facil-
ity itself. She is so happy. 
It’s such a joy to come and 
visit with her and spend 
quality time. I know she’s 
taken care of. I know she’s 
well fed. She’s with peers. 
We’re so thankful she is so 
happy.”

The introductions of the 
dedicated team behind 
The Lantern were made by 
Sandra Franklin, executive 
director.

New resident Carole 
Fields told The Knoxville 
Focus, “This is home.” 
Former caregiver and friend 
of Carole’s, Kathy Marlow, 
shared, “It was wonderful 
to come here, see the look 
on her face, and know she’s 
okay.”

Following a symbol-
ic ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny, guests were invited to 
explore the thoughtfully 
designed facility, enjoying 
guided tours and indulg-
ing in a delightful spread of 
heavy hors d’oeuvres, cele-
brating this significant addi-
tion to the community.

To learn more about 
Morning Pointe, visit morn-
ingpointe.com.

New memory care 
community opens in 

Hardin Valley
Cont. from page 1
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By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The upcoming Knoxville 
city primary will be a full 
slate of candidates. 
The filing deadline was 
Wednesday at noon, and 
the withdrawal deadline is 
Thursday, May 22. 

There will be five new 
council members from 
Districts 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6, 
and, new this year, only 
voters in those districts 
may vote in the primary 
and general elections. In 
prior elections, district 
voter chose their primary 

candidates and then all 
registered voters in the 
city chose the final city 
council member from 
those districts. Voters in 
the election will be using 
the polling places within 
their district. Those loca-
tions and other informa-
tion can be found at www.
knoxcounty.org/election/.

District 1 Councilman 
Tommy Smith chose 
not to seek re-elec-
tion. Current city council 
members who are term-
limited are District 2’s 
Andrew Roberto, District 
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Perceptions

Pinnacle Assisted Living
10520 Waterville Lane
Knoxville, TN 37932

(865) 444-1451

Call us to schedule your personal 
community visit today!  

We are inviting you to join our family here at Pinnacle Assisted Living!

ALL-INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY
All the care you need at ONE

great price point!
No levels or point systems necessary.

“Hey, Harry. You have 
convinced me to become a 
stamp collector. My spouse 
has made it very clear that 

I need to find a wholesome 
activity to do and stop pes-
tering her (him).” Ok, let’s 
get started.

PHASE 1 – Step 1:   Find 
some older stamps from 
a hoarder or possessor of 
antiquity. If you can, find 
envelopes from the mid-
1900s, then tear off the 
corner of the envelope with 
the stamp.  Leave a good 
border of paper around 
the stamp. If the envelope 
is from the early 1900s or 
earlier, allow a collector to 
see the envelope to eval-
uate it. Find a large soup 
bowl or cup or plastic con-
tainer and place the ‘on 

paper’ stamps in the con-
tainer with room temper-
ature water. Allow time 
for the stamp and paper 
to separate in the water. 
Remove the stamp from 
the water and place it on 
a clean white cotton cloth, 
such as an old t-shirt or bed 
sheet, making sure the glue 
on the back of the stamp 
has totally come off.  Use 
tongs to handle the stamps 
when removing them from 
the water, preferably a 
six-inch-long set of tongs. 
Tongs such as these can 
be found on stamp supply 
websites such as Amos or 
Amazon.

Step 2: After stamps are 
on the white cloth, take 
another cloth of similar 
size or fold over part of the 
cloth and lay it on top of 
the stamps. Place on top of 
the cloth-covered stamps 
a heavy object such as a 
book or magazine. Allow a 
few hours for drying. 

Step 3: After the stamps 
are dry, remove them from 
the cloth using your tongs. 
Make sure the back of the 
stamp looks clean and is 
free of paper and old glue. 
You are now ready for the 
next phase, which is stor-
ing your stamps in either 

& “I feel the earth move 
under my feet…”

Carole King

Did you feel it? I did, and 
so did just about everyone 
else in

K-Town. A boom rattled 
the building of my Saturday 
morning Bible study. My 
immediate thought was an 
explosion rather than the 
Spirit moving. Actually, I 
quickly surmised the boom 
was an earthquake, later 
reported as 4.1 on the 
Richter Scale, which grades 
earthquakes 1-10. Our 
quake was not an insub-
stantial tremor because 
for each integer increase 
ten times the amount of 
energy is released as bed-
rock plates shift.

The quake, which was 
centered 13 miles south-
east of Greenback, 
Tennessee, was also 15 
miles deep in the earth. 
Ordinarily, our perception 

is two dimensional, unless 
we are flying or boating. 
However, earthquakes 
demonstrate that the 
ground we stand on is part 
of the earth’s crust which 
literally floats upon molten 
magma deep in the earth.

In 1912, German geol-
ogist Alfred Wegener first 
proposed the hypothesis of 
Continental Drift. He was 
ridiculed by experts of the 
time. But the next time you 
hear experts pontificating, 
consider the perspective 
of 19th-century philoso-
pher Arthur Schopenhauer: 
“All truth passes through 
three stages. First, it is 
ridiculed. Second, it is vio-
lently opposed. Third, it is 
self-evident.”

By the 1950s, vari-
ous discoveries proved 
Wegener’s hypothesis 
which is now the basis 
of plate tectonics, where 
even continents float upon 
seas of molten magma 

beneath the Earth’s crust. 
As an exercise, look at how 
nicely the north western 
prominence of Africa dove-
tails with North and South 
America in the Caribbean.

Now visualize a colos-
sal slab of rock floating like 
an iceberg on the ocean. 
Then picture these con-
tinental “ships” bumping 
into each other, sometimes 
causing the edge of one to 
be pushed under (subduc-
tion) and the other edge 
pushed upward to produce, 
for instance, the Smoky 
Mountains 300 million 
years ago. If you drive north 
on Alcoa Highway, across 
from Loney Island, you can 
see 300-million-year-old 
rock pushed upward by 
plate tectonics and uncov-
ered by TDOT’s roadworks.

Fault lines are where 
plates abut each other. The 
New Madrid fault line lies 
beneath the Mississippi 
Valley. Stresses build up as 
the plates move and even-
tually something gives and 
an earthquake results.

In the winter of 1811, 
an earthquake occurred 
in West Tennessee. Land 
on the eastern side of 
the Mississippi River was 
pushed under by the oppos-
ing plate and this actual-
ly caused the Mississippi 
River to run backwards 
and create Reelfoot Lake. 
I wrote about this in my 
Tennessee River essays of 
years past.

Humans perceive the 
world through five senses 
of sight, hearing, smell, 
taste and touch. As stress 
along a fault line shifted 
last Saturday morning, a 
massive amount of energy 
was released and stimu-
lated my body to feel the 
tremor and my ears to hear 
the “boom!” Actually, spe-
cialized cells throughout 
my body and ears collect-
ed and transmitted infor-
mation to my brain which 
perceived the signals as 
tremor and noise.

A few weeks ago, I 
explained how we live 
amidst energy fields 
(Brownian Motion). As an 
example, we are bathed in 
an electromagnetic radia-
tion field, yet only perceive 
the narrow spectrum of 
visible light that stimulates 
receptors in our eyes.

There’s a fascinating 
story in the Bible (1 Kings 
19) where the prophet 
Elijah was hiding in a cave 
from King Ahab and his wife 
Jezebel, who were trying to 
kill him. Outside the cave, 
a hurricane raged, then 
volcanic fire and an earth-
quake shook the cave. Yet 
God spoke to Elijah in a 
“still, small voice,” which 
I interpret as a spiritual 
force field resonating within 
Elijah’s integrated nervous 
system and perceived by 
his mind. Yes, Elijah per-
ceived the violent wind, 
saw the fire and felt the 

shaking of the Earth, but 
his non-anatomical soul/
conscience/essence per-
ceived the word of God.

I believe perception is 
more than just tactile stim-
ulation, hearing, sight, 
taste or smell. Is not joy a 
perceptual reality?

Everyone should have 
a moment of joy as my 
13-year-old grandson 
recently experienced. In the 
final seconds of his cham-
pionship basketball game, 
Oakley made a great defen-
sive play by stealing the ball 
only to be fouled. Pressure 
was on him, as he stepped 
up to the foul line and sank 
both free throws to win the 
game. His joy was obvious 
and likewise swelled the 
heart of his grandfather.

It is written that we are 
created in God’s image. Our 
integrated nervous system 
and brain allow us to per-
ceive joy, sorrow and the full 
panoply of emotions. Like 
God, we are also imbued 
with reason (Isaiah 1:18). 
Some believe the higher 
apes (gorillas, chimpan-
zees and bonobos) and per-
haps cetaceans (whales, 
dolphins) manifest behav-
iors that suggest reason, 
but we don’t know.

Humans also perceive 
the passage of time, com-
prehend love and seek pur-
pose in life. My dog and I 
love each other. It is demon-
strable. However, I don’t 
consider her expectation of 

supper conceptually reflec-
tive of purpose or time. Nor 
is empathy a part of her 
essence.

The Psalmist sang, “Truly, 
we are fearfully and won-
derfully made” (Psalm 
139:14). Maybe this world, 
so full of life, is unique in the 
universe. Maybe thoughtful 
human life is unique in the 
universe. As a science fic-
tion writer, I don’t believe 
that. But the Fermi Paradox 
confronts my belief.

Enrico Fermi was a physi-
cist important in the devel-
opment of nuclear energy. 
Given the 300 billion stars 
in the Milky Way galaxy and 
more than 100 billion gal-
axies, the probability of life, 
including intelligent life, in 
the universe is staggering. 
However, over lunch one 
day, Fermie asked his col-
leagues, “If the probability 
of life is so high, where are 
they?”

Astrophysicist Carl 
Sagan’s book “Contact” 
was made into a thought-
provoking movie. Perhaps 
the answer to Fermi’s ques-
tion lies in the almost incon-
ceivable distance between 
stars. Perhaps someday, 
when we are more techno-
logically advanced and civi-
lized, we may bridge those 
vast distances and greet 
our interstellar neighbors. 
Until then, I’ll just rely on 
faith.

OLD MAN’s 
STAMP 
STORE

By Harry Brooks
hrbrooks68@gmail.com

Getting Ready
I Am A Stamp Collector
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It’s that time of 
year again: grad-
uation. Knoxville 
businesses look 
forward to this 
event each year 
because grand-
parents, cous-
ins, uncles, aunts, 
and close friends 
invade the area 
to watch special 
young people walk across the 
stage to receive high school 
or college diplomas.

The graduates are astir 
with the excitement that 
comes with completing an 
education or moving to the 
next level. Parties are thrown, 
plenty of alcohol is shared, 
and tears are shed. Most 
realize that the end of high 
school or college marks the 
end of many relationships 
that have existed for years. 
However, time marches on, 
and individuals heed the 
calls to begin careers or earn 
higher degrees. Those new 
adventures take young folks 
to different settings where 
they will make new friends; 
a few of the people with 
whom they shared educa-
tion-filled years will become 
close friends. In fact, most of 
those classmates will never 
be seen again.

For those grad-
uates, I want to 
share some truths. 
Many might have 
heard them before, 
but if I can shed 
light on the coming 
years for just one 
person, I will have 
succeeded. First, 
forget the thoughts 
you had about 

making “big bucks” in your 
first new job. As a “newbie,” 
you are at the bottom of the 
ladder. You’ll receive a salary 
commiserate with your expe-
rience. Usually, the number 
is far less than the one you 
dreamed of.

You won’t be the CEO or 
manager at work on the 
first day. You will have an 
entry-level position that is 
filled with hours of training 
and seemingly insignificant 
tasks.  Here’s a hint: all these 
things are what new workers 
must do until they can prove 
themselves worthy of more 
responsibilities. Work is a 
means to an end: you give 
your time and efforts and 
receive payment. No, it’s not 
necessarily fun. That’s why 
folks call it work.

Because you didn’t start 
out making hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars, your life will 

need a budget. Bills will come 
in each month, and you must 
pay them. If you don’t, your 
utilities will be turned off, 
your Internet will stop work-
ing, and your belongings will 
be removed from your resi-
dence and placed on the 
sidewalk. No longer can you 
blow through money because 
you just don’t have enough 
to do so.

Don’t trick yourself into 
thinking that a credit card 
will cure financial problems. 
Those companies love for 
you to add stuff to that total 
for which they bill you each 
month and on which they pile 
a huge interest payment. At 
this point in life, let life be 
guided by the thought, “If I 
can’t pay cash for it, I won’t 
buy it.” Yes, denying yourself 
a treat is not nice, but it’s 
what responsible adults do 
if they want to stay solvent.

Responsibility becomes 
a reality, and it sucks. You 
have them in your finan-
cial life; they are with you at 
work each day. Friends and 
family also become part of 
your grown-up lives. Plenty of 
days you’ll find yourself wish-
ing for just a little bit of free 
time with no one or nothing 
to satisfy.

Sometimes you might 

have to work overtime. Don’t 
refuse to do so because it’s 
another test. The money 
from it might also help out 
your cash-strapped predic-
ament. Realize that staying 
home and working or just sit-
ting is sometimes the best 
choice to make.

From your graduation 
day onward, you’re now an 
adult. Your success in life 
sits squarely in your hands. 
You can’t blame anyone else 
for the mistakes or incor-
rect decisions you make. 
Own up to them. Put on your 
big-person panties and dive 
into adulthood. Learn to 
enjoy what is in front of you. 
Be thankful that you live in 
the greatest country in the 
world and work your hard-
est to make it an even better 
place. We old folks have the 
benefit of hindsight, which is 
always 20/20. However, we 
give you advice about life 
because we’ve lived it and 
made poor choices and mis-
takes already. Our goal is 
not to tell you what to do but 
to guide you around those 
things as much as possible. 
We are incredibly proud of 
your achievements, and we 
leave you a world of good 
and bad. Let’s see how you 
handle it.

albums or cards.
PHASE 2 – Decide how 

you will arrange, display 
or store your collection. 
Stock cards of various 
sizes, both paper and clear 
plastic, may be the best 
method to begin arrang-
ing your collection.  These 
stock cards are usually 

8½” x 11” in size and can 
be purchased from deal-
ers or online stamp supply 
houses for very little 
money. Each stock card 
(front and back) will hold a 
hundred or more stamps. 
The stock card will have 
several parallel pockets in 
which to place the stamps 
in a secure manner. These 

pockets are about ½ inch 
deep and run the width of 
the stock card. Each stock 
card will have five or more 
rows of pockets. Above 
each stamp, you should 
write the Scott number 
identifying each stamp. 
Make sure these num-
bers are written in pencil. 
Scott catalogues have pic-
tures of the stamps and 
each stamp has a number. 
You can use either a new 
or an inexpensive older 
catalogue.

PHASE 3 – After a period 
of time you will need to 
purchase stamp albums. 
I recommend that you 
acquire a new or used 
National album. These 
are available online from 
stamp product suppliers. 

You might search on eBay. 
The album you purchase 
will be relative to the coun-
try of choice for your col-
lection. When placing the 
stamps in your album, use 
a Showgard-type hingeless 
sleeve. These may also be 
purchased from online 
stamp supply outlets. The 
Showgard is size-specific 
to the size of the stamp.

If you have any ques-
tions or need advice, you 
can call me at (865)604-
0164 or email me at 
hrbrooks68@gmail.com. 
Be sure to check out the 
Knoxville Philatelic Society 
at www.knoxstamps.com, 
or email the society at 
knoxvillestamps@yahoo.
com.

Call or email Ruthie at 865-686-9970 or 
ruthie@knoxfocus.com to place your Classified 

or Service Directory advertisement!

Complaining

Cont. from page 1

By Joe Rector
joerector@comcast.net

‘22 Ford Mustang Convertible Prem   $23,940
2022 Chevy Blazer RS AWD, Xtra clean $35,550
‘22 Jeep Grand Cherokee L Limited, 4X4 $35,999
‘21 Ford Explorer Timberline 4X4, 22K miles $37,999
2023 Subaru Outback Onyx Edition, AWD  $31,499
2021 Ford Ranger Lariat 4X4, Crew cab    $34,977
2023 Ford Transit 15 passenger van, XLT  $45,950

Also take advantage of our Quicklane Tire
and Auto Center - No Appointment Needed!

I Am A Stamp Collector

Where were you during 
the recent earthquake? 
I was at home when the 
house shook, followed by 
a loud boom. I ran outside 
thinking there may have 
been a railroad or traf-
fic accident, or a tree may 
have fallen in my yard. I was 
surprised to find out it was a 
4.1 earthquake many miles 
away near Greenback.

That quake was felt for 
hundreds of miles away but 
apparently caused little to 
no damage. I heard the U. S. 
Park Service was inspect-
ing the Foothills Parkway 
for possible damage.

Experts tell us that 
there are hundreds of 
small earthquakes that 
occur without most people 
knowing.

One earthquake rat-
tled our region in early 
Tennessee history and 
you can see the results 
of that devastating event 
yet today. The New Madrid 
earthquake in 1812 was a 

huge 7.2 magnitude shaker 
with a 7.4 aftershock. It, 
so far, is the largest earth-
quake recorded east of the 
Rocky Mountains.

The series of earth-
quakes happened near the 
current border of Arkansas, 
Kentucky, Tennessee and 
Missouri. The huge quake 
rerouted a portion of the 
Mississippi River, caused 
the formation of West 
Tennessee’s Reelfoot Lake, 
and created a small isolat-
ed part of extreme West 
Kentucky. The quakes at 
New Madrid began in late 

December of 1811 and 
continued until November 
of 1812.

Most of the people 
living in the sparsely set-
tled areas then were 
Native Americans and 
the quake had been pre-
dicted by Shawnee Chief 
Tecumseh’s brother, 
Tenskwatawa, known as 
The Prophet.  Prior to the 
quakes, Tecumseh had 
visited the Cherokee in our 
region to unsuccessful-
ly bring them into his war 
against white settlers.

The Shawnee chief was 

unhappy with the Cherokee 
declining to join the war. 
Legend says that Tecumseh 
told the Cherokee that 
when he got back to his 
tribe in Michigan, he would 
stamp his feet on the 
ground to let them know 
when he arrived.

“Tecumseh is home,” was 
the talk of the Cherokee 
after the huge quake was 
felt in our area.

Reelfoot Lake is located 
in the far northeast corner 
of Tennessee and is very 
unusual, with large cypress 
trees growing up and out 

of the water. The state 
park there has two camp-
grounds, cabins, picnic 
areas and trails along the 
lakeshore. The 15,000-
acre lake also offers 
boating and fishing, but 
swimming is not permitted.  

The park also has special 
events, the R.C. Donaldson 
Memorial Museum and 
Nature Center and is 
open year-round except 
for Thanksgiving and 
the Christmas holidays. 
Admission is free.

Nearby Tiptonville is the 
county seat of the aptly 
named Lake County and is 
the home of the Northwest 
Correctional Complex, a 
maximum-security prison. 
The town is also known 
as the hometown of coun-
try and rock legend Carl 
Perkins who created 
the “Rockabilly” style of 
music. He’s best known 
as the singer of “Blue 
Suede Shoes.” His birth-
place home is located on 
Highway 78 on the south 
side of town and has been 
transformed into the city’s 
visitors center along with 
an old caboose and replica 
of a train station.

While in the area, you 
may want to drive north 
from town to Kentucky 
Bend, also known as 
Madrid Bend, Bessie Bend 
or Bubbleland. It’s legally a 

part of Fulton County, Ky., 
but Kentucky residents 
can’t get to the area and 
have to enter Tennessee 
and double back north. 
It was created during the 
Madrid Quake and sep-
arated from the rest of 
Kentucky by the rerouted 
waters of the Mississippi. 
The bubble-shaped piece 
of the Bluegrass State is a 
landlocked island.

You can get there by fol-
lowing TN Highway 22 to 
Tony Toehead Road.

Lake County was 
“Shaped by Water and 
Earth,” has a Civil War 
monument to the Battle of 
Island Number Ten, and, 
at one time, had a large 
Confederate fort there. You 
can find out more about 
Reelfoot Lake on the inter-
net, or you can get infor-
mation by emailing visit@ 
reelfoottourism.com or by 
calling (731) 253-2007.

The easiest way to 
visit Reelfoot Lake and 
Tiptonville is by taking 
I-40 west to Jackson and 
then going northwest on 
Highways 412 and 78. 
While in Jackson, you may 
want to visit the Casey 
Jones Home and Railroad 
Museum, where you can 
dine, shop and learn about 
the legendary railroad 
legend.

Recent earthquake brings back memories of Reelfoot Lake
A Day Away

By Mike Steely

PHOTO BY MASON BROCK (MASEBROCK)

Reelfoot Lake shallows as seen from from Samburg, Tennessee. 

3’s Seema Singh, District 4’s Lauren Rider and 
District 6’s Gwen McKenzie.

With a total of nine members on the city coun-
cil, the election of five new members may or 
may not affect the operation of the city. In one 
recent vote, Mayor Indya Kincannon exercised 
her right and cast the deciding vote on a resolu-
tion. Although non-partisan, the makeup of the 
Knoxville City Council, including the mayor, has 
been heavily Democratic in positions.

There are some familiar names among those 
who picked up and returned petitions.

District 6 has six candidates seeking 
McKenzie’s seat: Sam Brown, Charles Frazier, 
Denzel Grant, Stan Johnson, George J. 
Raudenbush and Lawrence Williams.

District 1 candidates for Smith’s seat are 
Karyn Adams, Lindsey Jaremko, Becky Jones 
and Charles Van Morgan.

Rider’s District 4 council seat has three can-
didates: Matthew DeBardelaben, Jane George 
and Jeff Talman.

Four candidates are also in the race to replace 
Singh in District 3:Nick Ciparro, Ivan Harmon, 
Doug Lloyd and Frank Ramey.

The District 2 seat has two candidates wishing 
to replace Andrew Roberto, and they are Nathan 
Honeycutt and Melody Watts.

The primary is set for August 26, with early 
voting starting August 6. The two winners of 
the non-partisan district races face off in the 
November 4 city election.

Nineteen file 
for Knoxville 
City Council

Old People Advice for Graduates

Continued from page 1
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Pages from the Past

By Ray Hill
rayhill865@gmail.com

From Big Band Leader to Politician
Victor A. Meyers

Victor Aloysius Meyers 
lived to be 93 years old, 
a fact which astonished 
some of those who knew 
him.  Tacoma, Washington, 
attorney John J. O’Connell 
said, “You’d think a man 
who had that much fun tast-
ing the good things in life 
would die at a younger age.  
He was one of the delightful 
people in politics.”  There 
was a time when tens of 
thousands of people in 
Washington State could 
remember being greeted 
by Vic Meyers’ tradition 
booming, “Hiya, kiddo!”  In 
1932, Meyers showed up 
in Olympia intending to file 
to run for governor.  When 
the clerk in the secretary 
of state’s office told Meyers 
the filing fee was $60, he 
replied, “What have you 
got for $20?”   The filing 
fee for lieutenant gover-
nor was $12 and Meyers 
paid it and won the elec-
tion.  “I never wear a vest, 
because I don’t want to be 
accused of standing for 
vested interests,” Meyers 
once quipped.

A dapper man who sport-
ed a debonaire moustache 
like that of swashbuckling 
movie star Errol Flynn, he 
reputedly enjoyed the good 
life as did Flynn.   There, 
the resemblance ended 
between the two.  Meyers 
drove a Cadillac, smoked 
expensive cigars, played 
the horses, wore nice 
clothes, and was an “extrav-
agant extrovert.”  For three 
decades, Vic Meyers was 
an institution in Washington 
state politics.  Vic Meyers 
always enjoyed a good 
joke, even if it was on him-
self.   When one political 
opponent, tired of Meyers’s 
grandstanding, hired every 
sound truck in the city to 
roar through neighbor-
hoods at 3 a.m., blaring the 
message, “Wake up and 
vote for Vic Meyers!” the 
candidate mused, “I wish 
I’d thought of that.”  When 
another opponent hurled 
the accusation at him 
that he was a Communist, 
Meyers replied, “Then I’m 
the only Communist named 
Aloysius.”

When Vic Meyers died 
at the ripe old age of 93, 
Secretary of State Ralph 
Munro told a reporter, “It 
really is the end of an era.  
For all the jokes about him, 
everyone remembers him.  
How many Washingtonians 
can remember any gover-
nor of that era?” 

There is an ever-growing 
list of those who move from 
the entertainment industry 
into politics; perhaps there 
is an even greater number 
of individuals who leave pol-
itics for the entertainment 
industry.   Those ex-office-
holders who populate every 
news channel on cable tele-
vision can be considered as 
having entered the enter-
tainment industry, as it 
could hardly be considered 
the realm of real journalism 
any longer. 

One of sixteen children, 
nobody had to tell Vic 

Meyers he had to make 
his own way in life.  At vari-
ous times, Meyers farmed, 
raising corn, ran a motel, 
managed a golf course, 
and laughed about having 
bought a chicken ranch 
only to see his entire flock 
of 3,500 chickens die.

Having run a campaign for 
mayor of Seattle as a joke 
in early 1932, Meyers cam-
paigned with an eye toward 
publicity and showed up 
at one event dressed like 
Mahatma Gandhi, wearing 
a white sheet and pulling a 
goat on a rope while playing 
the flute.  That event was a 
businessman’s luncheon, 
and Meyers decades later 
recalled, “Times were 
tough.  They stood for the 
rich, I was the poor man’s 
candidate.”

Discovering he actual-
ly enjoyed politics, Meyers 
entered the race for lieuten-
ant governor.  Much of one’s 
success in politics can be 
attributed to timing, and 
that was certainly true for 
Vic Meyers.  Running as a 
Democrat in 1932, the year 
of Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
was particularly good for-
tune.   The Democrats 
swept everything before 
them in the Evergreen 
State that year.  It was the 
first of Meyers’ five terms 
as Washington’s lieutenant 
governor.  There were those 
who thought Meyers’ back-
ground as a big bandleader, 
having performed in bars 
and speakeasies, made 
him especially well suited 
to presiding over the state 
Senate in Olympia.  A true 
American original, a goodly 
number of people enjoyed 
Meyers’ showmanship 
and antics, but the down-
side was that few took any-
thing he said seriously.  
Vic Meyers proposed sev-
eral projects that became 
highly successful and much 
appreciated, but at least ini-
tially, they were laughed at 
and scorned because they 
had been proposed by the 
fun-loving Meyers.  When 
the Lieutenant Governor 
suggested building a park 
and golf course in Eastern 
Washington, the chortling 
could be heard all over the 
state, with some labeling 
the project as “Vic’s folly.”  
The end result was Sun 
Lakes Park near the mas-
sive Grand Coulee Dam.  
To this day, it remains one 
of the busiest parks in 
the state of Washington.  
The Washington State 
Legislature renamed the 
golf course a few years ago 
for Vic Meyers.  So, too, did 
people laugh when Meyers 
suggested Seattle for the 
site of the World’s Fair 
originally.   Meyers would 
run twice more to become 
mayor of Seattle, losing to 
Republican Arthur Langlie 
in 1938 and incumbent 
William Devlin in 1946.

When Meyers had run his 
gag campaign for mayor of 
Seattle, he was one of the 
best-known figures in the 
city, as he owned his own 
nightclub where he and his 

band played.  Meyers was 
frequently in hot water with 
local officials who enforced 
the prohibition laws.  
Meyers was nudged into 
the race by Doug Welch, 
the city editor of the Seattle 
Times, who gave the can-
didate huge publicity.   Vic 
Meyers campaigned from 
behind the wheel of a beer 
wagon in a flagrant display 
of his contempt for the pro-
hibition law, much to the 
amusement of thousands 
of residents. 

While campaigning in 
1932, Meyers adopted 
a more serious tone and 
discussed real issues like 
child labor laws, the need 
for pensions (there was 
no Social Security at the 
time) and some form of 
unemployment compen-
sation, as there were mil-
lions of Americans out of 
work and unable to find 
work in the midst of the 
Great Depression.  Meyers 
won the Democratic nom-
ination and served along-
side Governor Clarence D. 
Martin.   Vic Meyers and 
his big band played at the 
inaugural ball of Governor 
Clarence Martin.

The newly elected gov-
ernor was considered by 
some to be a moderate, 
while others, especially 
Democrats, thought him 
to be a conservative.  Vic 
Meyers was more to the 
left of the governor, yet 
he remained popular with 
much of the electorate.

Vic Meyers put his beliefs 
into action and man-
aged to enrage Governor 
Martin.  Meyers was vaca-
tioning in California, so 
Martin thought it would be 
safe to make a rare trip to 
Washington, D.C.  When the 
lieutenant governor heard 
the chief executive had 
left the state, he hurried 
back to Olympia, prepar-
ing to call a special session 
of the state legislature to 
consider pension legisla-
tion.  Governor Martin had 
to charter an airplane back 
home to Washington state 
to stop Meyers.   Arthur 
Langlie, a profoundly reli-
gious man, was said to have 
pledged never to leave the 
state during the eight years 
Vic Meyers was his lieuten-
ant governor, for fear of 
what Meyers might attempt 
to do.

Meyers won the 1940 
election while former U.S. 
Senator Clarence C. Dill, the 
Democratic nominee, lost 
the governorship to GOP 

candidate Arthur Langlie.  
Meyers was easily reelected 
in 1944 and in 1948 won a 
narrow victory as Governor 
Mon Wallgren was losing to 
former Governor Langlie.  
Meyers was finally defeat-
ed after serving twenty 
years as Washington’s 
Lieutenant Governor in 
1952 while Dwight D. 
Eisenhower was carrying 
the state.  The people of the 
Evergreen State were split-
ting their tickets down the 
ballot, choosing Democratic 
Congressman Henry 
Jackson over incumbent 
GOP Senator Harry Cain 
and reelecting Governor 
Arthur Langlie.   Meyers 
was ousted by Republican 
Emmet Anderson. 

Years later, members of 
both political parties would 
remember Vic Meyers as an 
effective presiding officer.  
Democrat A. L. Rasmussen 
remembered many of the 
rulings made by Lieutenant 
Governor Meyers still stood 
as precedents almost forty 
years after he had left 
office.   Former Governor 
Albert Rosellini recalled 
that Meyer was adept at 
using his wit and humor to 
diffuse tensions.

When Secretary of State 
Earl Coe ran for governor in 
1956, it left the way clear 
for Vic Meyers to once 
again run statewide.  “The 
last time I talked to you 
people, I asked you to help 
old Vic out; now I’m asking 
you to help old Vic back in,” 
Meyers said.  Once again, 
Washingtonians split their 
tickets for Eisenhower, but 
reelected Senator Warren 
Magnuson over Governor 
Langley.  Meyers won the 
secretary of state’s office 
narrowly.

Halfway through his term 
of office, Meyers became 
a candidate for Congress, 
running in Washington’s 
Third Congressional 
District.   Meyers faced a 
formidable Republican 
opponent in Congressman 
Russell V. Mack.  The con-
gressman had been in 
office since a 1947 special 
election and had worked 
hard to entrench himself 
and had succeeded.  While 
1958 saw Democrats 
sweep the midterm elec-
tions, Russell Mack was 
well known for running well 
ahead of the GOP ticket and 
beat Meyer badly.   It may 
well be that many of the 
voters in the Third District 
thought serving in the 
House of Representatives 

was a serious responsibil-
ity and believed Vic Meyers 
did not measure up to 
that responsibility.   In any 
event, they certainly decid-
ed Meyers didn’t measure 
up to Russell Mack.

Meyers showed no com-
punction to retire, and the 
61-year-old incumbent 
sought reelection to the 
secretary of state’s office 
in 1960.  Vic Meyers carried 
all but a handful of counties 
in the 1960 election, win-
ning by a majority of more 
than 76,000 votes. 

The end came for Victor 
A. Meyers when he was 
rocked by two events.  One 
being a mishandled petition 
in the secretary of state’s 
office having to do with 
placing a gambling initiative 
on the ballot.  The second 
was an arrest for drunk driv-
ing.  One additional factor 
injured Meyers’ standing 
with the voters when news-
papers revealed that the 
secretary of state’s daugh-
ter, brother, sister and niece 
were all on his payroll.  
Meyers insisted on going to 
trial over the drunk driving 
charge, and while he had an 
entirely plausible story, the 
facts of the case caused 
the judge to find him guilty 
and fine him.

The mishandled peti-
tion on the gambling toler-
ance referendum produced 
reams of bad publicity for 
the secretary of state.   A 
court ordered Victor Meyers 
to produce the missing doc-
uments after the secretary 
of state had certified the 
initiative as Referendum 
34.   The petitions, which 
had close to 83,000 sig-
natures on them, had been 
stolen from inside a vault 
in the secretary of state’s 
office a week before.   A 
Seattle attorney had sued 
Meyers for having certi-
fied the referendum with-
out having checked the 
signatures as being valid.  
It was the first time in 
51 years of referenda in 
Washington state that peti-
tions with signatures had 
been stolen from the sec-
retary of state’s office.  “It 
was a ghastly experience,” 

Meyers acknowledged.  It 
certainly damaged his rep-
utation and called into seri-
ous question his conduct in 
the office. 

Washing ton s tate 
Republicans selected sev-
eral attractive young can-
didates for statewide office 
in 1964 to compete with 
aging Democratic incum-
bents.  Vic Meyers faced A. 
Ludlow Kramer, the scion of 
a wealthy New York family, 
who had been elected to 
the Seattle City Council as a 
stripling of 29 years of age. 

The regular ticket split-
ting in Washington state 
occurred yet again in 
1964.   While Evergreen 
State voters rejected GOP 
presidential nominee Barry 
Goldwater overwhelm-
ingly, they were electing 
Republican Dan Evans over 
incumbent Governor Albert 
Rosellini.   Henry Jackson 
was reelected in a land-
slide while, at the same 
time, several highly popu-
lar Republican congress-
men lost unexpectedly.  Vic 
Meyers lost to Lud Kramer 
by more than 100,000 
votes.   In defeat, Meyers 
had yet another quip: “They 
finally caught up to me.”

It was the end of Meyer’s 
long political career.   In 
1976, Meyers pondered 
yet another comeback.  At 
78, Meyers filed to run for 
the secretary of state’s 
office once again.   The 
old warhorse’s prospec-
tive candidacy fired up 
the imaginations of young 
reporters who had not 
even been born during his 
first bid for public office.  It 
caused a rush of nostalgia.  
Vic Meyers thought better 
of it and withdrew his name.   
It was good to be remem-
bered while still able to 
enjoy it.

Meyers died on May 28, 
1991. 

© RAY HILL

COURTESY OF THE WASHINGTON STATE LIBRARY.

Lieutenant Governor Victor A. Meyers in 1946.
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COURT 
NOTICES
NON-RESIDENT 

NOTICE
TO: GASPAR GASPAR JUAN

IN RE: THE ADOPTION OF 
SEBASTIAN GASPAR JUAN

NO. 210746-1

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant 
GASPAR GASPAR JUAN, a non-resident of the 
State of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts cannot 
be ascertained upon diligent search and inquiry, so 
that the ordinary process of law cannot be served 
upon GASPAR GASPAR JUAN, it is ordered that 
said defendant, GASPAR GASPAR JUAN, file an 
answer with the Clerk and Master of the Chancery 
Court at Knoxville, Tennessee and with Scott B. 
Hahn, an Attorney whose address is 5344 N 
Broadway, Suite 101, Knoxville, TN 37918 within 
thirty (30) days of the last date of publication or 
a judgment by default will be taken against you 
and the cause will be set for hearing Ex-Parte as 
to you before Chancellor John F. Weaver at the 
Knox County Chancery Court, Division I, 400 Main 
Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902.

This notice will be published in The Knoxville 
Focus Newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 24th day of APRIL, 2025.
J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
BY PUBLICATION

TO: DAVID EUGENE MORSCH, JR.

IN RE: ESTATE OF RUTH E. 
MORSCH, DECEASED

NO. 79037-1

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

PROBATE DIVISION
NO. 79037-1
It appearing from the Motion for Confirmation 

of Sale filed herein that DAVID EUGENE MORSCH, 
JR., son of the Decedent, whose whereabouts 
cannot be ascertained upon diligent search and 
inquiry so that the ordinary process of law cannot 
be served upon DAVID EUGENE MORSCH, JR. 
It is ordered that DAVID EUGENE MORSCH, JR. 
file an answer with the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court (Probate Division) at Knoxville, 
Tennessee and with John R. Foust, Esq., Movant’s 
Attorney, whose address is Foust & Foust, PLLC, 
4641 Chambliss Avenue, Knoxville, Tennessee, 
Telephone (865) 203-4041, within thirty (30) 
days of the last date of publication or a judgment 
of default will be taken against DAVID EUGENE 
MORSCH, JR. and the cause set for hearing Ex 
Parte as to him.

This notice will be published in The Knoxville 
Focus Newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks:

4/28/25; 5/5/25; 5/12/25 & 5/19/25
J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO: TYNISA MUNTAZ PALMER

IN RE: THE ADOPTION OF NOLA 
MANON-ROUGE CLARK

BY: MAURICE L. CLARK, SR. AND WIFE 
JRUMEAIA RIDDLE-CLARK, PETITIONERS

V.
TYNISA MUNTAZ PALMER, 

MOTHER, RESPONDENT
NO. 210830-1

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant, 
TYNISA MUNTAZ PALMER, a non-resident of 
the State of Tennessee , or whose whereabouts 
cannot be ascertained upon diligent search and 
inquiry, so that the ordinary process of law cannot 
be served upon TYNISA MUNTAZ PALMER, it is 
ordered that said defendant, TYNISA MUNTAZ 
PALMER, file an answer with the Clerk and Master 
of the Chancery Court at Knoxville, Tennessee and 
with Barbara Clark, an Attorney whose address 
is 2415 E. Magnolia Avenue, Knoxville, TN 
37917 within thirty (30) days of the last date 
of publication or a judgment by default will be 
taken against you and the cause will be set for 
hearing Ex-Parte as to you before Chancellor John 
F. Weaver at the Knox County Chancery Court, 
Division I, 400  Main Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 
37902.

This notice will be published in The Knoxville 
Focus Newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 23rd day of APRIL, 2025.
J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE
TO: JAIR BAILEY

IN RE: PROGRESSIVE HAWAII 
INSURANCE CORP.

VS.
CATHERINE GREENE, et al.

NO. 208274-1
IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 

COUNTY, TENNESSEE
In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 

filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant JAIR 
BAILEY, a non-resident of the State of Tennessee, 
or whose whereabouts cannot be ascertained upon 
diligent search and inquiry, so that the ordinary 
process of law cannot be served upon JAIR 
BAILEY described in the complaint, it is ordered 
that said defendant, JAIR BAILEY file an answer 
with the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
at Knoxville, Tennessee and with R. Brett Grimm, 
an Attorney whose address is 507 S. Gay St., 
Knoxville, TN 37901 (PO Box 2466, Knoxville, TN 
37901) within thirty (30) days of the last date of 
publication or a judgment by default will be taken 
against you and the cause will be set for hearing Ex-
Parte as to you before Chancellor John F. Weaver 
at the Knox County Chancery Court, Division I, 400 
Main Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902.

This notice will be published in The Knoxville 
Focus Newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 28th day of APRIL, 2025.
J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO: MICHELLE LEIGH LAWSON

IN RE: DALE RICHARD LAWSON, Plaintiff
v.

MICHELLE LEIGH LAWSON, Defendant

NO. 208144-3

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant, 
MICHELLE LEIGH LAWSON, a non-resident of 
the State of Tennessee , or whose whereabouts 
cannot be ascertained upon diligent search and 
inquiry, so that the ordinary process of law cannot 
be served upon MICHELLE LEIGH LAWSON, it is 
ordered that said defendant, MICHELLE LEIGH 
LAWSON, file an answer with the Clerk and 
Master of the Chancery Court at Knoxville, 
Tennessee and with Jake D. Ens, an Attorney 
whose address is 200 Prosperity Drive, Suite 
217, Knoxville, TN 37923 within thirty (30) days 
of the last date of publication or a judgment by 
default will be taken against you and the cause 
will be set for hearing Ex-Parte as to you before 
Chancellor Christopher D. Heagerty at the Knox 
County Chancery Court, Division I, 400  Main 
Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902.

This notice will be published in The Knoxville 
Focus Newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 14th day of APRIL, 2025.
J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MICHAEL ERIC ANDERSON
DOCKET NUMBER 90884-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 1st day of 
MAY, 2025, Letters of Administration in respect 
to the Estate of MICHAEL ERIC ANDERSON, 
who died March 15, 2025, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first date of the publication of this notice if the 
creditor received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This 1st day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF MICHAEL ERIC ANDERSON

PERSONAL  REPRESENTATIVE(S)
HOME FEDERAL BANK OF TENNESSEE

ATTN: TRUST DEPARTMENT
515 MARKET STREET
KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

MACK A. GENTRY, ATTORNEY
P. O. BOX 1990

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BRENDA JOYCE BEELER
DOCKET NUMBER 90902-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 6th day of 
MAY, 2025, letters of administration in respect of 
the Estate of BRENDA JOYCE BEELER, who died 
March 4, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 6th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF BRENDA JOYCE BEELER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
W. C. BEELER

108 TEMPURA DRIVE
OAK RIDGE, TN 37830

EDWARD A. COX, JR., ATTORNEY
1111 N. NORTHSHORE DRIVE, SUITE N-290

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LINDA RUDDER BOWMAN
DOCKET NUMBER 90741-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 24 day of 
APRIL, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of LINDA RUDDER BOWMAN, who died 
Nov. 23, 2024, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 24 day of APRIL, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF LINDA RUDDER BOWMAN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
LYNNE MICHELE BOWMAN, EXECUTRIX

6204 APACHE TRAIL
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

MARK GRAYSON, ATTORNEY
3204 REGAL DRIVE
ALCOA, TN 37701

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARGARET J. BRIGHT
DOCKET NUMBER 90894-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 1st day of 
MAY, 2025, Letters Testamentary (or Letters of 
Administration as the case may be) in respect of 
the Estate of MARGARET J. BRIGHT, deceased, 
who died on the 3rd day of April, 2025, were 

issued to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against the estate are 
required to file the same with the Clerk of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) of (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of such notice at least 
sixty (60) days before the date that is four (4) 
months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication or 
posting as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 1st day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF MARGARET J. BRIGHT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
WILLIAM C. BRIGHT

5616 N. BROADWAY
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

ROBERT W. GODWIN, ATTORNEY
4611 OLD BROADWAY
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF TAMMY MICHELLE BRUMMITT
DOCKET NUMBER 90891-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 1st day of 
MAY, 2025, Letters of Testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of TAMMY MICHELLE BRUMMITT, 
who died on the 12th day of March, 2025, were 
issued to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against the estate are 
required to file the same with the clerk of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the	  1st day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF TAMMY MICHELLE BRUMMITT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TERRI LYNN EVANS
5428 SMOKY TRAIL

KNOXVILLE, TN 37909

S. DAVID LIPSEY, ATTORNEY
1430 ISLAND HOME AVENUE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MELISSA ANNE BUCK
DOCKET NUMBER 90893-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 6th day 
of MAY, 2025, Letters Testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of MELISSA ANNE BUCK, who 
died February 19, 2025, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
and unmatured against the estate are required to 
file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice, if The creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This 6th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF MELISSA ANNE BUCK

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JON A. BUCK

9601 BUCKHAVEN COURT
KNOXVILLE, TN  37923

MELISSA WORTLEY LAWING, ATTORNEY
3715 POWERS STREET
KNOXVILLE, TN 37917

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF HURBERT GLENN BURRESS
DOCKET NUMBER 90871-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 25 day of 
APRIL, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of HURBERT GLENN BURRESS, who 
died Oct. 8, 2024, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this. first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 25 day of APRIL, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF HURBERT GLENN BURRESS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TINA FAY BURRESS, EXECUTRIX

2329 BAKERTOWN ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37931

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JERRY DEVON CLEMONS
DOCKET NUMBER 90876-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 25 day of 
APRIL, 2025, letters administration in respect of 
the Estate of JERRY DEVON CLEMONS, who died 

Nov. 15, 2024, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 25 day of APRIL, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF JERRY DEVON CLEMONS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TERESA SLIGER, ADMINISTRATRIX

3125 LAFAYETTE ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37921

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JAMES W. DAVENPORT, SR.
DOCKET NUMBER 90803-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters administration in respect of the 
Estate of JAMES W. DAVENPORT, SR., who died 
Sept. 23, 2024, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(Al Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 2 day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF JAMES W. DAVENPORT, SR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
CAMMIE DAVENPORT 

WOODLE, ADMINISTRATRIX
2765 WELSHCREST DRIVE

ANTIOCH, TN 37013

JAMES B. JOHNSON, ATTORNEY
1300 DIVISION STREET, SUITE 300

NASHVILLE, TN 37203

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF SHARA KAYE GALLOWAY
DOCKET NUMBER 90898-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 1st day of 
MAY, 2025, Letters of Administration in respect 
of the Estate of SHARA KAYE GALLOWAY, 
who died November 12, 2024, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee Probate Division. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk of the above-named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) 
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
date of the publication of this Notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the Notice To Creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A);or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 1st day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF SHARA KAYE GALLOWAY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
BRENDA CHERYL GALLOWAY, 

ADMINISTRATRIX
604 BRAKEBILL ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37924

PATRICK R. MCKENRICK, ATTORNEY
1019 ORCHID DRIVE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JAMES WALTER GENTRY, III
DOCKET NUMBER 90638-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 25 day of 
APRIL, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of JAMES WALTER GENTRY, III, who 
died Dec. 11, 2024, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 25 day of APRIL, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF JAMES WALTER GENTRY, III

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
BENJAMIN CLAYTON GENTRY, EXECUTOR

1802 MADISON STREET
CHATTANOOGA, TN 37408

JAMES A. HURST, JR., ATTORNEY
832 GEORGIA AVENUE, SUITE 510

CHATTANOOGA, TN 37402

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BARBARA JEAN GRUBB
DOCKET NUMBER 90870-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 24 day of 
APRIL, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of 

the Estate of BARBARA JEAN GRUBB, who died 
Feb. 24, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 24 day of APRIL, 2025.

ESTATE OF BARBARA JEAN GRUBB

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KIM C. LAY F/K/A KIMBERLY 

DIANE LAY, EXECUTRIX
1100 PAXTON DRIVE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PAMELA R. HAFER
DOCKET NUMBER 90903-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 6th day of 
MAY, 2025, Letters of  Administration in respect 
of the Estate of PAMELA R. HAFER, who died 
March 8, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the  creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received  an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (I 2) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 6th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF PAMELA R. HAFER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
AMANDA HAFER SHIPLEY

1425 WHITOWER DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

EDWARD A. COX, JR., ATTORNEY
1111 N. NORTHSHORE DRIVE, SUITE N-290

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LOIS HATFIELD
DOCKET NUMBER 90818-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 6th day of 
MAY, 2025, letters of administration in respect of 
the Estate of LOIS HATFIELD, who died February 
6, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
if the above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 6th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF LOIS HATFIELD

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KIMBERLY DEIGHTON, ADMINISTRATOR

1028 VON CANNON LANE
SEVIERVILLE, TN 37876

CARIN C. BRIO, ATTORNEY
3217 GARDEN DRIVE, SUITE 1

KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BRUCE HUGHES
DOCKET NUMBER 90664-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 2nd 
day of MAY, 2025, letters administration (or 
letters of testamentary as the case may be) 
in respect of the Estate of BRUCE HUGHES, 
who died December 9, 2024, were issued 
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident, and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four {4} months from the date of 
the first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at  least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 2nd day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF BRUCE HUGHES

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ALAN L. HUGHES

7648 CRESTLAND ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37938

I. MCKAY DEVAULT, ATTORNEY
445 S. GAY ST., SUITE 401

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DORA RUSSELL KENNEDY
DOCKET NUMBER 90872-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 25 day 
of APRIL, 2025, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of DORA RUSSELL KENNEDY, 
who died Dec. 23, 2024, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident,  having  
claims, matured or unmatured, against his or 
her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 25 day of APRIL, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF DORA RUSSELL KENNEDY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
NORMA CHRISTINE KENNEDY 

FOX, EXECUTRIX
9111 JOY LANE

OAK RIDGE, TN 37830

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PATRICIA ANN LOVE
DOCKET NUMBER 90720-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 30th 
day of APRIL, 2025, letters testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of PATRICIA ANN LOVE, 
who died December 5, 2024, were issued 
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and nonresident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in( 1) or(2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 30th day of APRIL, 2025.

ESTATE OF PATRICIA ANN LOVE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DEBORAH HOPPENJANS

754 POINTE DR.
CRESCENT SPRINGS, KY 410I 7

MICHAEL R. CROWDER, ATTORNEY
550 W. MAIN ST., FOURTH FLOOR

KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE

Release From Knox County Property Assessor Phil Ballard

It is your right to appeal the value of your property yearly.
If you wish to appeal the value of your property; instructions are as 

follows:
Pursuant to Section 67-5-508, Tennessee Code Annotated, the property 

assessment records of Knox County will be available for public inspection at 
Room 204 of the City/County Building during normal business hours, Mon.- 
Fri., 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  Any person desiring to inspect these records may 
do so at the appointed time and place.

The Knox County Board of Equalization will begin its annual session 
to examine and equalize the county assessments on June 2, 2025. THE 
BOARD WILL ACCEPT APPEALS FOR TAX YEAR 2025 ONLY UNTIL THE 
LAST DAY of its 2025 REGULAR SESSION WHICH WILL BE JUNE 30, 
2025. The Board will meet each weekday by appointment from the hours 
of 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the City/County Building, 400 Main Street, 
6th Floor Conference Room. Any owner of property who wishes to make 
a complaint or appeal to the County Board of Equalization must appear 
before said Board at this time personally or by personal appearance of an 
agent for the owner bearing the owner’s written authorization. To schedule 
an appointment to appear before the Board, call (865-215-2006) beginning 
May 27th through June 27th between the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Please note the office will be closed on Monday 26th and Thursday 
June 19th to observe the Memorial Day and National Independence 
Holidays. Failure to appear and appeal an assessment will result in 
the assessment becoming final without further right of appeal.
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You can reserve your 
legal or public notice 
by emailing legals@

knoxfocus.com or calling 
(865) 686-9970.

STATEMENT 
OF NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
ESTATE OF BOBBY LEE MARSHALL

DOCKET NUMBER 90883-3
The undersigned, LARRY MARSHALL and 

BEYERL Y RATAJCZAK, as Administrators of the 
Estate of BOBBY LEE MARSHALL, do hereby state 
that pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 30-2-306, we 
have delivered copies of the notice to creditors to 
all known creditors for this Estate.

The undersigned hereby certify that the 
foregoing is true and correct, and sworn to under 
penalty of perjury under Tenn. R. Civ. P. 72.

ESTATE OF BOBBY LEE MARSHALL

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
LARRY MARSHALL, CO-ADMINISTRATOR

2818 CORNWALL LANE
GENEVA, IL 60134

BEVERLY RATAJCZAK, CO-ADMINISTRATOR
2404 CEDARCREST PLACE

VALRICO, FL 33596

LINDSEY L. HOBBS, ATTORNEY
445 S. GAY STREET, SUITE 401

KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LARRY CLARENCE MAY
DOCKET NUMBER 90868-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 24 day of 
APRIL, 2025, letters administration in respect of 
the Estate of LARRY CLARENCE MAY, who died 
Jan. 23, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 24 day of APRIL, 2025.

ESTATE OF LARRY CLARENCE MAY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
THOMAS A. MAY, ADMINISTRATOR

29529 DOVER STREET
GARDEN CITY, MI 48135

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DONNA G. PITTS
DOCKET NUMBER 90899-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 6th day of 
MAY, 2025, Letters Testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of DONNA G. PITTS, who died April 
2, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the Clerk 
of the above named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise 
their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first date of the publication of this Notice if the 
creditor received an actual copy of this Notice To 
Creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the Notice To Creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 6th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF DONNA G. PITTS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JEFFREY L. SMITH, EXECUTOR

7317 JOYCE LANE
POWELL, TN 37849

VICTORIA B. TILLMAN, ATTORNEY
1019 ORCHID DRIVE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PATRICIA FALKNER SCRUGGS
DOCKET NUMBER 90851-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 6th day 
of MAY, 2025, letters testamentary (or letters 
of administration as the case may be) in respect 
of the Estate of PATRICIA FALKNER SCRUGGS, 
who died March 21, 2025, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 6th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF PATRICIA FALKNER SCRUGGS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JENNIFER SCRUGGS JOHNSON

2425 CRAIG COVE ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

KAITLYN A. SELL, ATTORNEY
P. NEWMAN BANKSTON, ATTORNEY

900 S. GAY STREET, 14TH FLOOR
P.O. BOX 2047

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF MARGARET 
ELIZABETH SELEWSKI

DOCKET NUMBER 90928-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of MARGARET ELIZABETH 
SELEWSKI, who died Feb 27, 2025, were issued 
to the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk and 
Master of the above named Court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of fir.st publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 2 day of MAY, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF MARGARET 
ELIZABETH SELEWSKI

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JAMES DAVID SELEWSKI, JR., EXECUTOR

1350 ROSA L. PARKS BLVD., UNIT 231
NASHVILLE, TN 37208

BLAINE H. SMITH, ATTORNEY
21 PLATFORM WAY SOUTH, SUITE 3500

NASHVILLE, TN 37203

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF VIRGINIA HARRELL SHAFFER
DOCKET NUMBER 90860-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 7th day 
of MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of VIRGINIA HARRELL SHAFFER, 
who died March 5, 2025, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and nonresident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk and 
Master of the above-named court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first date of the publication of this notice if the 
creditor received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
this is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1) (A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 7th day of MAY, 2025.
 
ESTATE OF VIRGINIA HARRELL SHAFFER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KAREN S. HYLTON

6514 WASHINGTON PIKE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

GLEN A. KYLE, ATTORNEY
4931 HOMBERG DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOANNE SHELLER STEINLE
DOCKET NUMBER 90809-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 1st day 
of MAY, 2025, letters testamentary (or letters 
of administration as the case may be) in respect 
of the Estate of JOANNE SHELLER STEINLE, 
who died on March 8, 2025, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the clerk of the above 
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in(1) or(2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 1st day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF JOANNE SHELLER STEINLE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MICHAEL STEINLE

3737 SOUTH VIEW CIRCLE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

MATT E. MILLER, ATTORNEY
859 EAST BROADWAY BLVD.
JEFFERSON CITY, TN 37760

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF HERMAN F. WADDELL
DOCKET NUMBER 90911-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of HERMAN F. WADDELL, who died 
Feb. 27, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 2 day of MAY, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF HERMAN F. WADDELL

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
WILMA WADDELL, EXECUTRIX

722 BANBURY ROAD
FARRAGUT, TN 37934

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF DIANA JANE 
DEATHERAGE WALDRIP

DOCKET NUMBER 90880-2
Notice is hereby given that on the 1st day of 

MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of DIANA JANE DEATHERAGE WALDRIP, 
who died January 21, 2025, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this  notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice  to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 1 day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF DIANA JANE 
DEATHERAGE WALDRIP

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
WILLIAM A. WALDRIP

9104 LYNNWOOD LANE
ROCKFORD, TN 37853

MATTHEW C. HARALSON, ATTORNEY
217 EAST BROADWAY AVENUE

MARYVILLE, TN 37804

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF HELEN C. WHITE
DOCKET NUMBER 90886-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 1st day 
of MAY, 2025, Letters Testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of HELEN C. WHITE, deceased, 
who died on December 26, 2024 were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All personal, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the Estate are required to 
file the same with the Clerk & Master of the above 
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to the 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 1st day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF HELEN C. WHITE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
STEPHEN BRADLEY WHITE

DAVID A. LUFKIN, SR., ATTORNEY
5329 BROWN GAP ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ALEXANDRE AZARENOK
DOCKET NUMBER 90843-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 12th day 
of MAY, 2025, letters of administration in respect 
of the Estate of ALEXANDRE AZARENOK, who 
died on September 19, 2024, were issued to the 
undersigned by Chancery Court, Probate Division, 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the clerk of the above-named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in 
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve(] 2) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 12th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF ALEXANDRE AZARENOK

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SERGE AZARENOK

101 CRESCENT WAY #2312,
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94134

L. ERIC EBBERT, ATTORNEY
PAUL F. HANNAN, ATTORNEY

9145 CROSS PARK DRIVE, STE. 103
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF NANCY E. BELCHER
DOCKET NUMBER 90930-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 2nd day of 
MAY, 2025, letters testamentary (or letters of 
administration as the case may be) in respect of 
the Estate of NANCY E. BELCHER, who died April 
8, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
of the abovenamed court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 2nd day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF NANCY E. BELCHER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
LAURIE B. MEYERS

8216 LANDSTONE WAY
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

KARA B. COOLEY
10213 SOUTH RIVER TRAIL

KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

KEITH H. BURROUGHS, ATTORNEY
900 S. GAY STREET, 14TH FLOOR

P. O. BOX 2047
KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOHN FRANKLIN BRANDON
DOCKET NUMBER 90813-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 7 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of JOHN FRANKLIN BRANDON, 
who died Jan. 30, 2025, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk and 
Master of the above named court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(41 months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 7 day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF JOHN FRANKLIN BRANDON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
CAROL ELIZABETH BARRETT, ADMINISTRATRIX

943 ELSBORN RIDGE ROAD
MARYVILLE, TN 37801

ANNE WEIER, ATTORNEY
212 CATES STREET

MARYVILLE, TN 37801

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LUCILE SMITH CALDWELL
DOCKET NUMBER 90931-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 12th day 
of MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect to 
the Estate of LUCILE SMITH CALDWELL, who died 
March 20, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 12th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF LUCILE SMITH CALDWELL

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
RUFUS HAYNES SMITH, III

4909 BALL ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37931

MACK A. GENTRY, ATTORNEY
P. O. BOX 1990

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JAMES DOUGLAS GRIFFIN
DOCKET NUMBER 90896-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 1st day 
of MAY, 2025, Letters Testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of JAMES DOUGLAS GRIFFIN, 
who died on September 4, 2024, were issued 
to the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of 
the CHANCERY COURT OF KNOX COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against this estate are required to file the same 
with the Clerk and Master of the above-named 
court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) below, otherwise, their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 1st day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF JAMES DOUGLAS GRIFFIN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
CLARA CASSIE GRIFFIN

9335 DEXTER LANE
OOLTEWAH, TN 37363

JANE KAUFMAN JONES, ATTORNEY
8517 KINGSTON PIKE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MICHAEL WAYNE HALL
DOCKET NUMBER 90892-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 1st day of 
MAY, 2025, Letters of Administration in respect 
of the Estate of MICHAEL WAYNE HALL, who died 
February 1, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured and 
unmatured against the estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice, if The creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 

described in (1)(A); or
(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 

date of death.
This the 1st day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF MICHAEL WAYNE HALL

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ROSEMARY HALL

831 FREEMASON STREET
KNOXVILLE, TN 37917

MELISSA WORTLEY LAWING, ATTORNEY
3715 POWERS STREET
KNOXVILLE, TN 37917

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ANTHONY FOSTER HARRIS, SR.
DOCKET NUMBER 90918-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 8 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of ANTHONY FOSTER HARRIS, 
SR., who died March 6, 2025, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk and 
Master of the above named court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 8 day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF ANTHONY FOSTER HARRIS, SR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ANTHONY F. HARRIS, JR., ADMINISTRATOR

447 WEST BROAD STREET
CLINTON, TN 37716

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PATRICIA ANN HEATON
DOCKET NUMBER 90925-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 2nd day of 
MAY, 2025, letters testamentary (or letters of 
administration as the case may be) in respect of 
the Estate of PATRICA ANN HEATON, who died 
March 13, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or  unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if  the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 2nd day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF PATRICA ANN HEATON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
RICHARD DWAYNE BARBEE

926 GLENNSHIRE DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

DUSTIN LANDRY, ATTORNEY
859 EBENEZER ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF LUCY L. JETT

DOCKET NUMBER 90916-3
Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of 

MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of LUCY L. JETT, who died Feb. 13, 2025, 
were issued to the undersigned by the Clerk and 
Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 2 day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF LUCY L. JETT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
PHILIP B. JETT, EXECUTOR

445 TIMBERCREEK DRIVE
MARYVILLE, TN 37803

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF HORACE WAYNE JONES
DOCKET NUMBER 90650-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters administration in respect of 
the Estate of HORACE WAYNE JONES, who died 
Jan. 26, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 

above named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(Al Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 2 day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF HORACE WAYNE JONES

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TERESA JONES, ADMINISTRATRIX

7405 WOOD ROAD
CORRYTON, TN 37721

K. DAVID MYERS, ATTORNEY
P. O. BOX 13

MAYNARDVILLE, TN 37807

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MILDRED M. LOWE
DOCKET NUMBER 90917-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of MILDRED M. LOWE, who died Dec. 1, 
2024, were issued to the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 2 day of MAY, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF MILDRED M. LOWE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KELLEY KINCAID, EXECUTRIX

109 WHITES SCHOOL ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PHYLLIS ANN MCGAHA
DOCKET NUMBER 90914-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of PHYLLIS ANN MCGAHA, who died 
March 6, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 2 day of MAY, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF PHYLLIS ANN MCGAHA

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JOHNNY ARTHUR MCGAHA, JR., EXCUTOR

1515 REAVES ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JAMES HENRY MCGINNIS
DOCKET NUMBER 90557-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 21st day 
of FEBRUARY, 2025, letters of testamentary 
(or letters of administration as the case may 
be) in respect of the Estate of JAMES HENRY 
MCGINNIS, who died December 28, 2024, were 
issued to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against the estate are 
required to file the same with the clerk of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of the 
dates described in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 21st day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF JAMES HENRY MCGINNIS

PERSONAL REPRESENTIVE(S)
MATTHEW HODGSON

4400 WOODVALE DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

ANDREW J. CRAWFORD, ATTORNEY
5344 NORTH BROADWAY

KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES
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NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF POLLY MILES MCLEOD
DOCKET NUMBER 90834-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 7 day 
of MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of POLLY MILES MCLEOD, who died 
Feb. 14, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by 
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
non-resident having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 7 day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF POLLY MILES MCLEOD

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ROBERT LAWRENCE MCLEOD, III, EXECUTOR

4103 TOPSIDE ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

N. CRAIG STRAND, ATTORNEY
7610 GLEASON DRIVE, SUITE 200

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PENNY KELLOGG MCMILLAN
DOCKET NUMBER 90665-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 7 day of MAY, 
2025, letters testamentary in respect of the Estate 
of PENNY KELLOGG MCMILLAN, who died Feb. 14, 
2025, were issued to the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 7 day of MARCH, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF PENNY KELLOGG MCMILLAN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
GREGORY MCMILLAN, EXECUTOR

GREGORY MCMILLAN, ATTORNEY
400 W. MAIN STREET, M-44

KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DAVID DEAN RUSSELL
DOCKET NUMBER 90910-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of 

MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of DAVID DEAN RUSSELL, who died 
March 4, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first date of the publication of this notice if the 
creditor received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A);or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 2 day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF DAVID DEAN RUSSELL

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ANTHONY RUSSELL, EXECUTOR

2115 MISSISSIPPI AVENUE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37921

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LYNN EARLY SEXTON
DOCKET NUMBER 90845-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 7th day 
of MAY, 2025, letters administration (or letters 
of testamentary as the case may be) in respect 
of the Estate of LYNN EARLY SEXTON, who died 
January 18, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident, and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 7th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF LYNN EARLY SEXTON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ELIZABETH S. WILLIAMSON

1301 WOODCREST DR.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

COURTNEY D. SCOLLARD, ATTORNEY
10004 MEADOW VISTA CIR.

KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARY LYDA SHELTON
DOCKET NUMBER 90889-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 1st day of 
MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of MARY LYDA SHELTON, who died March 
4, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
of the above-named court on or before the earlier 

of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 1st day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF MARY LYDA SHELTON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KAREN C. DAVIS

17611 E. FORT VERDE ROAD
RIO VERDE. AZ 85263

MATTHEW C. HARALSON, ATTORNEY
217 EAST BROADWAY AVENUE

MARYVILLE, TN 37804

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF RANDY SMITH
DOCKET NUMBER 90874-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 7 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters administration in respect of 
the Estate of RANDY SMITH, who died Jan. 24, 
2025, were issued to the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 7 day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF RANDY SMITH

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DANNY E. SMITH, CO-ADMINISTRATOR

449 COOPER LAKE ROAD
ONEIDA, TN. 37841

REBECCA KING, CO-ADMINISTRATOR
P. O. BOX 4496

ONEIDA, TN 37841

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF RALPH EDWARD TALLENT
DOCKET NUMBER 90922-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of RALPH EDWARD TALLENT, who died 
Feb. 16, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first date of the publication of this notice if the 
creditor received an actual copy of this notice to 

creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A);or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 2 day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF RALPH EDWARD TALLENT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
STACI LEIGH CROSSWHITE, EXECUTRIX

1136 LONG MEADOW DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LEONARD EUGENE VALENTINE
DOCKET NUMBER 90628-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 4th day of 
APRIL, 2025, Letters Testamentary (or Letters 
of  Administration as the case may be) in respect 
of the Estate of LEONARD EUGENE VALENTINE, 
deceased, who died on the 17th day of January, 
2025, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the Clerk 
of the above-named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of such notice at least 
sixty (60) days before the date that is four (4) 
months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication or 
posting as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 4th day of APRIL, 2025.

ESTATE OF LEONARD EUGENE VALENTINE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MICHELLE VALENTINE FEARS

608 MOUNT LUBENTIA COURT E
UPPER MARLBORO, MD 20774

ROBERT W. GODWIN, ATTORNEY
4611 OLD BROADWAY
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF WINFIELD SANDERS WHALEY
DOCKET NUMBER 90786-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 22nd day 
of APRIL, 2025, letters testamentary (or letters 
of administration as the case may be) in respect 
of the Estate of WINFIELD  SANDERS WHALEY, 
who  died March 9, 2025, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 

(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 22nd day of APRIL, 2025.

ESTATE OF WINFIELD SANDERS WHALEY

PERSONAL  REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ANDREW WILLIAM WHALEY

RYAN N. SHAMBLIN, ATTORNEY
205 MOHICAN STREET
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JAMES WEBB WINSTON
DOCKET NUMBER 90802-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 12th day of 
MAY, 2025, letters of testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of JAMES WEBB WINSTON, who died 
on the 20th day of February, 2025, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 12th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF JAMES WEBB WINSTON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JAMIE TUDICO, CO-EXECUTOR

RACHAEL MASTER, CO-EXECUTOR
12 LAMAR AVENUE

ASHVEILLE, NC 28803
 

NEVA M. FOUST, ATTORNEY
4641 CHAMBLISS AVENUE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PATRICIA A. WORTHAM
DOCKET NUMBER 90909-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 7 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of PATRICIA A. WORTHAM, who died 
March 12, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 7 day of MAY, 2025.

 
ESTATE OF PATRICIA A. WORTHAM

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
WILLIAM DAVID WORTHAM, EXECUTOR

6516 VESTINE DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

 MISC.  NOTICES
 

LEGAL SECTION 94
Knox County will receive bids for the following 

items & services:

BID 3666, Stone and Sand, due 6/17/25;
RFP 3667, Evidence-Based Instruction 

Strategies Consulting, due 6/13/25  

For additional information call 865-215-
5777, stop by the Procurement Division, 1000 
North Central St., Suite 100, Knoxville, TN  
37917, or visit our website: www.knoxcounty.
org/procurement. To bid on Knox County surplus 
items, go to www.govdeals.com.

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
The following described vehicles impounded/

repaired/towed will be sold at public and/or private 
auction in compliance with the Tennessee Public 
Acts 1967, Chapter 240, House Bill 379.  The sale 
will be held at Jim’s Garage & Wrecker Service 
Vehicle Impoundment Lot located at 5906 Walden 
Street, Knoxville, TN  37919.

These vehicles have been checked through 
the files of the Commissioner of Revenue, Title 
Section, Division of Motor Vehicles, Department 
of Revenue, State of Tennessee.  In appropriate 
cases, the vehicles have been checked in other 
states, and the owners and/or lienholders have 
been notified by certified mail.  In those instances 
where no vehicle identification/serial number or 
license number was available, this Public Notice in 
the newspaper will comply with the law.

The failure of the owner/lienholder to exercise 
their rights to reclaim any vehicle listed below 
not bearing a VIN/serial number shall be deemed 
a waiver of all rights and title and authorization 
to sell said vehicle.     

1) ‘15 CHEVY 1500   3GCUKREC3FG262229

2) ‘02 CHEVY TAHOE  1GNEK13Z12J296358

3) ‘07 CHEVY T-BLAZER  1GNDT13S672277432

4 ‘) 95 CHEVY P.U.              1GCEC14ZXSZ122911

5) ‘97 CHEVY P.U.  2GCEK19R1V1155689

6) ‘00 CHEVY ?   1G1NE52JXY6305288

7) ‘08 DODGE NITRO 1D8GT58K08W266766

8) ’89 FORD ECONOLINE 1FDJE37H6KHB61374

9) ‘00 FORD F 150            2FTRX07L5YCA73856

10) ‘15 FORD FUSION                      3FA6POH76FR193261

11) ‘15 MERCEDES 240 WDDSJ4EB0FN268524

12) ‘13 MIT.OUTLANDER 4A4AP5AU4DE024916

13) ‘00 NISSAN SENTRA

14) ‘15NISSAN ALTIMA 1N4AL3APXFN922124

15) ‘10 NISSAN SENTRA 1N4AL2EP6AC177316

16) ‘02 TOYOTA CAMRY 4T1BE32K82U005061

17) ‘17 HONDA CIVIC SHHFK7H44HU205983

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES

It was a busy 
W e d n e s d a y 
afternoon when 
Eli, a young pro-
fessional, sat at 
his desk, feeling 
exhausted from 
a never-ending 
cycle of meet-
ings, emails 
and deadlines. 
He had heard 
time and again 
about the importance of 
taking breaks and prioritiz-
ing self-care, but nothing 
seemed to fill the void he 
felt. He had tried a week-
end at the lake, a day on 
the golf course and even a 
good night’s rest, but none 
of these brought him the 
peace he was seeking.

One evening, after a par-
ticularly overwhelming day 

at the office, Eli 
sat down with 
an old friend. 
As they talked 
about the chal-
lenges of life and 
work, his friend 
shared how he 
had been find-
ing rest, not in 
isolation, but in 
the relationships 
around him. He 

explained that rest wasn’t 
about retreating from the 
world, but rather about con-
necting with people whom 
God uses to restore the 
soul. In that moment, an 
overworked and exhaust-
ed Eli began to wonder if 
the rest he was seeking 
might not be found in the 
quiet refuge of his bedroom 
or on a vacation, but in the 

shared moments of joy, 
encouragement, refresh-
ment and vulnerability with 
a friend.

This made-up story por-
trays a simple truth: rela-
tionships are often the rest 
we need. In a world that is 
always demanding more—
more productivity, success, 
money and hours at work—
we often hear within us the 
call for rest. Yet, in the rush 
for retreat, we often over-
look something far more 
crucial: the need for mean-
ingful human relationships.

Hidden within just a 
few verses of the New 
Testament (2 Timothy 
1:16-18), the Apostle 
Paul writes, “The Lord 
grant mercy to the house-
hold of Onesiphorus; for 
he oft refreshed me.” We 

don’t hear much about 
Onesiphorus, but towards 
the end of Paul’s life, he 
desires a special blessing 
for the times Onesiphorus 
provided him with emo-
tional, physical, and spiri-
tual support during difficult 
and exhausting times. The 
phrase “refreshed me” indi-
cates that this support was 
deep and meaningful, high-
lighting the importance of 
human relationships and 
true friendship as sourc-
es of relief. These verses 
serve as a powerful remind-
er that in our busy lives, we 
often forget that our deep-
est needs aren’t always 
met by mere rest; they are 
fulfilled by feeling seen, 
heard, and loved by others. 
True rest begins when we 
prioritize connection over 

the constant pursuit of soli-
tude and separation.

We all need to remem-
ber that finding rest does 
not always mean retreating 
into solitude. True refresh-
ment often comes from 
the relationships that bring 
life to us. I am particular-
ly grateful for the friends 
who nourish my spirit. As 
the Bible reminds us, “iron 
sharpens iron” (Proverbs 
27:17), and “ointment and 
perfume rejoice the heart; 
so does the sweetness of 
a man’s friend by hearty 
counsel” (Proverbs 27:9). 
Relationships are one of 
the essential components 
that make life meaningful.

In life, I have come to 
realize that the rest I often 
long for isn’t found in the 
absence of activity; it’s 

found in the presence of 
people who bring me joy, 
friendship, and support. 
Sometimes, a night out to 
dinner, a few minutes con-
versing on a porch, or just 
laughing over ice cream is 
exactly what we need to 
quiet our souls. I recently 
read in a Vanderbloemen 
survey that, “the most 
powerful antidote to burn-
out wasn’t more rest – it 
was more relationships.” 
The need for rest is real, 
but the need for a rela-
tionship, a true, mean-
ingful connection, is even 
more vital. And it’s time 
we begin to embrace this 
truth. Relationships with 
the people God gives you 
are a great remedy for 
exhaustion.

Relationships: An Untapped Remedy for Exhaustion

By Justin Pratt, 
Clear Springs Baptist 
Church Senior Pastor

UT Arboretum Society Zoom workshop 
is Tuesday, May 20 at 7 p.m. EDT

Fun facts about salaman-
ders: there are more kinds of 
salamanders in the southern 
Appalachians than anywhere else 
in the world. These humble little 
hunters of forests, streams, and 
ponds can tell us a lot about bio-
diversity and the hidden lives of 
Appalachian forests.

Join the UT Arboretum Society 
via Zoom on Tuesday, May 20, 
7 p.m. EDT as Dr. Benjamin 
Fitzpatrick, Professor of Ecology 
and Evolutionary Biology at the 

University of Tennessee teach-
es us more about these fascinat-
ing creatures. This program will 
review salamander basics, the 
reasons our region is a special 
place for them, and some of the 
challenges they face.

The class is free, but you must 
register to receive the Zoom link 
and recording. 

Register at www.utarbore-
tumsociety.org under Programs. 
Closed captions are available. 
Please contact Michelle at 

mcampani@utk.edu for any ques-
tions or registration issues. 

Benjamin Fitzpatrick has been 
studying the genetics and ecol-
ogy of salamanders for over 25 
years. Dr. Fitzpatrick teaches 
populations genetics, herpetol-
ogy, and vertebrate natural histo-
ry at the University of Tennessee. 
Most of his current research is 
directed at understanding the 
diversity of salamanders in the 
Great Smoky Mountains to seek 
general insights about the natu-
ral world.

What Does It Mean to be the Salamander Capital of  the World?

The red salamander – endemic to eastern and southern U.S. The best 
place to observe is in small streams of Cumberland Plateau or lower 
elevation streams of Great Smoky Mountains.
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Fulton, 
South-Doyle 

and HVA 
claim region 
soccer titles

By Ken Lay

Fulton High School’s boys 
soccer team made a little histo-
ry Thursday night. But it wasn’t 
easy.

The Falcons had a wild cele-
bration at the Emerald Lonsdale 
Soccer Complex as rain sprinkled 
on the pitch after they claimed 
the Region 2-2A Championship by 
edging District 3-2A rival Cocke 
County, 7-6, in a penalty kick 
shootout.

The game’s outcome wasn’t 
decided after 80 minutes of reg-
ulation play and 20 minutes of 
overtime.

Neither team found the back 
of the opposing net during regu-
lation and the game was locked 
in a 1-1 tie after two 10-minute 
overtime periods.

The outcome wasn’t decided 
until Fulton’s Junior Mejia Cruz 
converted a penalty kick, netting 
the title for the Falcons, who had 
their two previous seasons come 
to an end on penalty kicks.

“Our kids know about this and 
how it feels,” Fulton coach Austin 
Clow said. “The last two seasons, 

By Steve Williams

With his high school career near-
ing its end, Farragut middle dis-
tance runner Evan Beeler takes 
the baton for this preview of Spring 
Fling 32.

“There is definitely a different 
feeling running state,” said Evan. 
“The first time I ran state was my 
sophomore year in the 4x800 and 
it just feels like all your hard work 
is coming to fruition. It’s a little 
nerve racking but really it’s not 
any different than any of the other 
races of the year. It is a privilege to 
get to race with some of the best 
guys in the state. It’s a very cool 
experience and I’m definitely going 
in this year with a lot of confidence 
and excitement.”

Beeler said “some highlights 
from this season have been going 
undefeated in the 800, training 
with my friends, all the amaz-
ing races I’ve had with my team-
mates, watching them succeed, 
and being on the 4x400 team has 
been awesome.”

Last but not least, Evan shared 

his last time running in the 
Knoxville Interscholastic League 
and includes his race against 
Keegan Smith of Knoxville 
Catholic, a University of Colorado 
signee, and their close race in 
the 800-meter run on the Hardin 
Valley track.

“The KIL 800 was a blast, and 
a race I was looking forward to for 
the whole season,” said Beeler. 
“Keegan has always been a phe-
nomenal runner, and I’ve always 
been leagues behind him, but 
coming into this season I knew 
I could beat him. I don’t know 
if he really expected me to put 
up a fight, I think a lot of people 
that watched that race were sur-
prised, knowing Keegan and his 
reputation.

“We went out a lot slower than I 
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By Mark Nagi

Boys’ lacrosse is now 
a fully sanctioned sport 
in TSSAA and the Webb 
School Spartans wanted 
to go down in the history 
books as the first champi-
ons of Division II-A.

Everything went accord-
ing to plan in the first half 
of their title game against 
Chr is t  Presby ter ian 
Academy. But the Lions 
from Nashville ruled the 
night, rallying for an 8-6 
victory over the Spartans 

on Friday, May 16, in 
Nolensville.

“We just got outplayed,” 
said Webb head coach 
Steve Beville. “You have 
a five-to-one lead, and 
we always score one goal 
in the second half.  You 
know some of the injuries, 
to (Adam) Weston and a 
couple of other guys were 
banged up, and Baxter 
(Johnson) didn't have his 
premier game. But I give 
them (CPA) all the credit 
in the world for, you know, 

gutting it out and coming 
back and getting us.” 

The Spartans led 4-0 
after the first quarter and 
scored the first five goals 
of the game. Junior mid-
fielder Baxter Johnson, 
who entered the title 
contest with 49 goals 
on the season, scored 
twice. Junior attack Bryce 
Hooker had two goals as 
well, including his team’s 
sixth and final tally midway 
through the third quarter.

But late in the first half, 

the Lions began to turn 
things around.  With just 
over 3 ½ minutes remain-
ing, Harper Stanley scored 
to give CPA their first lead 
at 7-6. Isaac El Gammal’s 
third goal, a game high, 
came a minute later, and 
the Spartans couldn’t 
recover.

Beville knew the reason 
his team failed in accom-
plishing their goal. “Ground 
balls,” Beville said. “I mean, 
I couldn't more clear. You 
know, we just got flat 

dominated on ground balls. 
And they picked up a ton 
of ground balls, and it led 
to great possessions and 
time for them. They did 
what they had to do and 
put the ball in the goal and 
we didn't, so give them all 
the credit.” 

The Spartans had 
beaten the Lions earli-
er in the season, 9-7, in 
a game played on April 
12. But the rematch went 
CPA’s way, a rough finish 
to a season in which Webb 

won 15 games, including 
their region championship.  
The good news for Webb 
School is that they have a 
lot of talent coming back, 
including Baxter Johnson, 
Bryce Hooker, Brody Taylor 
and Adam Weston. Those 
juniors combined for 188 
goals this season.

It wouldn’t be a surprise 
to see the Spartans right 
back in the Division II-A 
championship game in 
2026.

HIGH SCHOOL 
SOCCER 

TOURNAMENT 
TIME

Webb falls 8-6 in state title game

SPRING FLING 32

Beeler says there’s ‘a different 
feeling running state’

With the Spring Fling just ahead, Farragut's Evan Beeler talks about for-
mer trips to TSSAA state meets, this year's highlights and a race against 
Keegan Smith in the KIL 800 earlier this month.

"It is a privilege to get to race with some of the 

best guys in the state. It’s a very cool experience 

and I’m definitely going in this year with a lot of 

confidence and excitement.”

-Evan Beeler
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our season has ended on 
PKs. Last year, we lost to 
Austin-East on penalties 
(in the district tournament, 
and the year before, we 
made it to the region and 
we lost to Seymour in the 
semifinals on penalty kicks.

“Our kids have been here 
before, and now, they’ve 
seen both sides of this, and 
we just have great leader-
ship from our seniors. This 
is our first region champi-
onship in school history, 
and this is really big for us, 
and this really means a lot 

to us.”
The win was the Falcons’ 

third victory over the 
Fighting Cocks this season. 
Fulton defeated Cocke 
County during the regu-
lar season before winning 
the district tournament 
championship.

“I knew this would be 
close,” Clow said. “We’ve 
played them three times, 
and all three times, the 
games have been close. 
Fortunately for us, we were 
able to win all three of 
them. With God’s grace, we 
were able to pull through.”

After the two District 
3-2A rivals slugged through 
a scoreless match in regu-
lation, the game remained 
knotted, 0-0, through the 
first half of overtime.

Fulton took a 1-0 lead in 
the 92nd minute on a goal 
by Steven Lopez Rivera. 
The marker was assist-
ed by Emanuel Mosquera 
Gonzalez.

The Fighting Cocks got 
the equalizer less than 
two minutes later when 
Cornelio Campos convert-
ed a free kick.

Fulton had a chance to 

make more program his-
tory Saturday as it hosted 
Tennessee High in a state 
sectional.

South-Doyle wins Region 
3-2A Title: The Cherokees 
took another step towards 
defending their 2024 Class 
2A state championship as 
they shut out Loudon, 2-0, 
Thursday night at Billy K. 
Nicely Field.

Roger Cruz scored a goal 
and dished out an assist 
against the Redskins in a 
match between two District 
5-2A rivals that was abbre-
viated by inclement weath-
er. Karl Henkenjohann also 
rallied for South-Doyle, 
which hosted Murfreesboro 
Central Saturday.

Hawks win second con-
secutive Region 2-3A 
Championship: Hardin Valley 
Academy coach Ray Dover 
made no bones about 
the fact that his side was 
embarrassed in the District 
4-3A championship 5-1 
loss to defending Class 3A 
State Champion Bearden 
on May 9.

“We haven’t played like 
this since I’ve been here,” 
Dover said after the district 
title game. “Now, it’s about 
what we do with it.”

HVA responded by shut-
ting out Oak Ridge, 3-0, 
on Tuesday in the regional 
semifinals. That, coupled 
with the Bulldogs’ 4-1 vic-
tory over Halls Tuesday, 
set up a rematch on 
Wednesday night.

The Hawks exacted some 
revenge with a 2-1 win at 
Bearden as Ben Brophy 
scored twice to lead HVA 
to its second consecutive 
region championship.

Logan Nelson converted 
a penalty kick for Bearden.

Hardin Valley hosted 
Jefferson County on 
Saturday in a state section-
al, while Bearden traveled 
to Sevier County.

In Division II-A: Grace 
Christian Academy, after 
a first-round bye in the 
state tournament, hosted 
a state quarterfinal match 
Saturday. The Rams (14-1) 
played Grace Christian 
Academy-Franklin.

Results for Saturday 
games were not available 
at press time.

Cont. from page 1

BIDDING BEGINS TO CLOSE:

THURSDAY, JUNE 5TH AT 12PM - NOON (ET)

2220 RUTLEDGE PIKE - BLAINE, TN 37709

FOR MORE DETAILS, TERMS & ONLINE BIDDING VISIT:

www.powellauction.com

Auction & Realty, LLC

6729 Pleasant Ridge Road

Knoxville, TN 37921

865-938-3403

K e n n y  P h i l l i p s ,  A u c t i o n e e r  -  L i c  #  2 3 8 5

ONLINE ONLY REAL ESTATE AUCTION

TRACTS RANGING FROM 6 TO 29+/- ACRES

Over 1400' of total road frontage

Richland Creek frontage throughout the property

Picturesque natural beauty

Perfect blend of open pastureland and private wooded terrain

Grainger County Parcel/Tax ID: 085  016.00

Remember and honor the
brave men and women

who have fought for our 
freedom this Memorial Day.

Fulton, South-Doyle and HVA claim region soccer titles

By Steve Williams

Brody Foster won the TSSAA 
decathlon state championship 
last week.

The Halls junior totaled 7,229 
points in Class 3A at Kirkwood 
High School in Clarksville, where 
the two-day competition in 10 
events was held.

Halls Athletic Director Scott 
Cummings said Foster “blew 
away the field and will now be the 
number one ranked high school 
decathlete in the country.”

Farragut junior Chase McAvoy 
totaled 6.262 points for second 
place.

Out of the 10 events, Foster 
finished first in three – the shot 
put (45 feet, 7¼ inches), the long 
jump (22 feet, 5¼ inches) and the 
triple jump (46 feet, 7¾ inches).

Brody earned second place 
points in the 400-meter dash 
(50.86 seconds), the high jump 
(6 feet), the pole vault (14 feet) 
and the discus (137-6).

In the other three events, 
Foster was fourth in the 110 
hurdles (15.1), fifth in the 100 
(11.4) and sixth in the 1,500 run 
(4:59.36).

Khari Webb, a Collierville junior, 
took top honors in the five-event 
Pentathlon and totaled 3,806 
points. West sophomore Elle 
Etheridge came in fifth (2,860 
points). A lot of physical work and good nutrition went into Brody Foster's award.

SPRING FLING 32

686-9970

Parks and 
Recreation 

seeking 
feedback on 
Master Plan

The Parks and Recreation Department's 
Master Plan is a 10-month community plan-
ning process, designed to identify parks 
and recreation needs in the city, anticipate 
future demand, and build a shared vision 
for improvements to the parks and recre-
ation system.

There will be a public meeting Tuesday, 
May 20, from 6-7:30 p.m. at the Central 
Baptist Church Fountain City Family Life 
Center (enter off Lynnwood Dr.), 5364 N 
Broadway St

The plan is designed to:
- Identify parks and recreation needs in 

the city
- Anticipate future demand
- Build a shared vision for improvements 

to the parks and recreation system
Knoxville is experiencing population 

growth, with an estimated increase of close 
to 10,000 residents in the last five years. 
This growth requires understanding how all 
residents, both new and old, can be equi-
tably served by the parks and recreation 
system, particularly as the city continues 
to grow.

Parks and Recreation would love to hear 
your thoughts on improving Knoxville’s parks 
and recreation programs. Community feed-
back is a primary goal of the plan, and this 
feedback will ensure that the plan’s recom-
mendations are citizen-driven.

You can share input in-person, at a public 
meeting, or a community event, or online 
at the Knoxville Parks Plan website knoxvil-
leparksplan.mysocialpinpoint.com. 

Foster is No. 1 in 
TSSAA decathlon
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Here follows a perspec-
tive of a lifetime of watch-

ing and 
comment-
ing about 
sports and 
assessing 
its impact 
on other-
wise sane 
and sensi-
ble people. 

Now is the time to assess 
what it all means.  

A dominant recollec-
tion from across the years 
was the Friday afternoon 
walk-through at an oppos-
ing stadium. On that day, 
everything was quiet at the 
game site, but the storm 
was building as kickoff 
approached the next day.  

If you listened careful-
ly, the echoes of Saturday 
afternoons and evenings 
past could be carefully dis-
cerned. There was enough 
history in the air to sat-
isfy the most hardened 
observer. 

Here are some exam-
ples, gleaned from those 
exciting days away from 
Neyland Stadium. 

If you happened to be 
standing on Legion Field 
in Birmingham, there was 
always a visit to the west 
side, north end, 31-yard 
line. That was the spot 
Albert Dorsey picked off a 
Ken Stabler pass, one of 
three he grabbed in the 
fourth quarter. Albert has 
said he had had a terrible 

game to that point. Three 
picks on one afternoon 
at Legion Field… against 
Alabama… on his birth-
day… helped balance the 
accounts. 

You could also go to 
the east side, south end, 
34-yard line, and see Alan 
Cockrell checking off and 
sending Johnnie Jones 
around left end on a play 
called “The Run,” also 
known as “49 Option.” 
The play covered 66 yards 
and was the winning score. 
The memory is fresh of 
Jones emerging from the 
press box shadows, into 
the bright sunshine at the 
northeast corner where 
Tennessee fans were 
sitting. 

At Bryant-Denny Stadium 
in Tuscaloosa, you could 
likewise go to the near 
corner at the north-
west end and see where 
Jason Allen, an Alabamian 
playing for Tennessee, 
knocked down a final toss 
that would have brought 
the Tide to 51-49. That 
would have set up a two-
point conversion attempt 
that would have brought 
about another overtime. 

If you were at LSU, you 
could go to the southeast 
end of Tiger Stadium and 
see where Steve DeLong 
and pals made the stop in 
the 1964 game that ended 
3-3. That was also the end 
zone where LSU ran two 
pass plays in four seconds 

to beat Ole Miss 17-16 in 
1972. Billy Cannon start-
ed his famous Halloween 
night punt return from that 
end, 89 yards up the east 
side and in front of Ole 
Miss head coach Johnny 
Vaught. That run helped 
LSU defeat Ole Miss 7-3 
in 1959. 

If the game were at Notre 
Dame, you could hear John 
Majors talk about games 
when he was head coach 
at Pittsburgh in the mid-
1970s. “This reminds me 
of a Kansas wheat field,” 
said Majors of the field at 
Notre Dame Stadium in 
the 1976 contest.   

It was fascinating to 
be in the dressing room 
tunnel in which Miami and 
Notre Dame once slugged 
it out in the famous 
1988 “Catholics versus 
Convicts” game. That was 
also the dressing room 
that had a television mon-
itor on one wall. 

The memories are still 
fresh of the 1991 game, 
the contest in which the 
Vols rallied from 31-7 
down to win 35-34. No 
Tennessee fan could 
forget the last frantic sec-
onds when Jeremy Lincoln 
blocked the final Notre 
Dame field goal attempt. 

Then there was the 
2001 game, when the 
Vols won 28-18. With the 
game on the line at 21-18, 
Casey Clausen led the 
way, scoring the clinching 

touchdown at the end of 
the field where the shadow 
of “Touchdown Jesus” 
loomed over the scene. 

If the game were being 
played at Florida Field, 
you could stand on either 
1-yard line and visualize a 
99-yard touchdown drive, 
one that happened quick-
ly from south to north in 
1977. Kelsey Finch broke 
the line of scrimmage and 
somehow ended up scor-
ing from 99 yards away.  

The other was a more 
workmanlike drive in 1971, 
north to south, capped by 
a TD pass from Phil Pierce 
to Stan Trott.  

You could also go to the 
northeast corner, where 
officials adjudged a Florida 
punt going out of bounds 
inside the Tennessee 1. 
Bill Battle earned one of 
the shortest penalties in 
the history of the Vol pro-
gram by debating the spot 
with the SEC officials on 
the scene. The officials 
assessed the resulting 
unsportsmanlike conduct 
foul by picking the ball up 
and setting it down. The 
ball didn’t move. Not an 
inch. It was that close to 
the goal.  

If you were at Auburn, 
you could go to the south 
33-yard line and imagine 
a 67-yard TD run by Jamal 
Lewis that was a thing of 
beauty, happening short-
ly before he banged up a 
knee and was lost for the 

season. 
You could also go to 

the north 1-yard line, the 
spot at which Vol defend-
ers stopped Auburn four 
consecutive times after a 
turnover had put Vol for-
tunes in serious jeopardy. 
Auburn had four cracks at 
the end zone, but all the 
Tigers earned was grass 
stain. Raynoch Thompson 
led the Vol defensive 
charge in one of the most 
memorable moments of 

that national champion-
ship season. 

Mention any game and 
a flood of remembrances 
of the good times follow-
ing players wearing orange 
and white comes quickly. 

That’s the beauty of 
it all, that the memory 
banks really don’t have to 
work overtime. That’s the 
power of history, the power 
of watching and listening 
intently.

thought we would, so it was 
a really aggressive sprint 
for the end, definitely a fun 
race, one I’ll remember for 
a long time.”

 Evan said he has plans 
to serve a mission for the 
church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints in the 
fall. "After my mission I plan 
to keep training and run in 
college."

Now let’s take a look at 
some of the other sports 
events that have become 

a part of TSSAA’s Spring 
Fling or close to it. Girls Flag 
Football held its first TSSAA 
State Invitational Meet May 
7-8 in Murfreesboro, but 
there is still a question if 
this sport will be played in 
the fall of the year or the 
spring.

New sports boys’ and 
girls’ lacrosse also have 
had state competition this 
past weekend.

Boys’ and girls’ tennis will 
be getting underway this 
week, along with boys’ and 

girls’ track and field and 
Unified track and field. And 
the team sports this week 
will be baseball, girls’ soft-
ball and soccer.

Lillie Murphy will repre-
sent Catholic in singles and 
the Lady Irish girls’ team 
will be in the semifinals on 
Tuesday.

Hardin Valley Academy 
junior Madison Huffman is 
23-0 and state bound.

West High’s girls dou-
bles team includes junior 
Gray Feaster and freshman 

Callie Schroeffe.
Maryville juniors Spencer 

Christen and Tate Stokes 
will be in the doubles 

competition.
Reese Russell, Anderson 

County junior singles player, 
has the distinction of being 

the first Maverick to qualify 
for the state.

Runners take your mark, 
it’s almost that time!

By Tom 
Mattingly

'Dominant recollections from across the years' 

Cont. from page 1

FOR MORE DETAILS & TERMS VISIT: www.powellauction.com

Auction & Realty

6729 Pleasant Ridge Road
Knoxville, TN 37921

865-938-3403
K e n n y  P h i l l i p s ,  A u c t i o n e e r  -  L i c  #  2 3 8 5

O N L I N E  O N L Y  E S T A T E  A U C T I O N
SELLING ON BEHALF OF THE RAY COX ESTATE

BIDDING BEGINS TO CLOSE: 
PERSONAL PROPERTY | MONDAY, JUNE 2ND AT 6PM (ET)
REAL ESTATE | TUESDAY, JUNE 3RD AT 12PM - NOON (ET)

320 E RACCOON VALLEY DRIVE - HEISKELL, TN 37754 
56.56+/- Acres Offered in 5 Tracts

Ranging from 5 to 20+/- Acres
Over 1900' of Road Frontage - Creek Frontage

Fixer Upper Homes - Barns

E BULLRUN VALLEY DRIVE - HEISKELL, TN 37754
21.01+/- acres offered as a whole

Bullrun Creek along the entire southern boundary
Over 1700' of road frontage

OVER 1000 LOTS OF PERSONAL PROPERTY TO BE SOLD INCLUDING:
(2) Massey Ferguson tractors, Ford 3000 tractor, (2) John Deere 420

crawlers, IH Scout 80, round baler, Toro zero turn mower, Stihl brush
trimmer & chainsaws, hay spears, pond scoops, vintage plows,

David Bradley plows, horse drawn sickle bar mowers, John Deere &
McCormick drills, yard boxes, bushhog, portable saw, concrete
mixer, discs, drags, Woods finish mowers, hay rings, landscape

seeder,bunk feeders, water troughs, gates & panels, chute trailer, 6'
tiller, 7' bogs, hay rakes, trailers, ladders, saw mill, oak hardwood

flooring, Baldwin piano, dining room table & chairs, vintage books,
vintage pottery, oil lamps, blue jars, crocks, Craftsman tools,

assorted hand tools, child games & toys, 1960s furniture, ammo,
Grizzly table saw, bandsaw, planer, drum sander & wood lathe, 

and MORE - TOO MUCH TO LIST!!!

2 GORGEOUS ACREAGE TRACTS AND 
PERSONAL PROPERTY TO BE SOLD

PREVIEW/INSPECTION TO BE HELD AT
320 E RACCOON VALLEY DRIVE

MONDAY, JUNE 2ND FROM 10AM-4PM (ET)

South High 
Senior Living is 
an Assisted Living 
and Memory 
Care community 
offering security, 
safety, peace of 
mind and LOTS of 
fun!

THIS MEMORIAL DAY,

We honor 
those who 
served.

Schedule your 
tour today and
meet our 
amazing 
team! 

Call (865) 333-3064.

835 Tipton Avenue, 
Knoxville, TN 37920 
SouthHighKnoxville.com

Vol quarterback Casey Clausen (7) celebrates the 2001 
win at Gainesville: Tennessee 34, Florida 32. 

Beeler says there’s ‘a different feeling running state’
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MEMENTO – 3 years old, 44 lbs. Hi, my name is Memento! I am looking 
for a family who will love me forever. I am very cuddly if you are 

sitti  ng on the couch with me, but I also like to run around with 
other dogs. I don’t have much of a voice but I show how I am 
feeling with my smiles and puppy dog eyes. My foster mommy 
and daddy have told me I am very smart and do well with 
learning commands. I have to say I don’t like to be left  alone for 
long periods of ti me, but am willing to work on it. I like to brag 

that I am pott y trained and keep my home ti dy. I hope I can fi nd my 
forever home one day soon! Memento is in foster care, fi ll out an 

applicati on to adopt her today!

JENNINGS – 8 months old, 39 lbs.
Meet Jennings! He is the sweetest pup you will meet! 

He loves to play with other dogs and with cats, too. 
He has done well with his house training and crate 

training. He knows “sit” and will shake if you can 
persuade him. He is a big puppy who loves to chew 

and play! Adopt Jennings today!

Ad space donated by The Knoxville Focus.

By Ken Lay

It’s the second week of 
May and the Farragut High 
School baseball team is 
preparing to make its tra-
ditional trip to the Spring 
Fling in Murfreesboro.

The Admirals have a new 
coach in Garrett Copeland 
and they were supposed 
to be in a rebuilding mode 
as their team is one of the 
youngest in the Volunteer 
State.

Farragut, which has dom-
inated its way to three con-
secutive Class 4A State 
Championships, will play 
for a fourth. While the 

Admirals’ path has been full 
of road blocks this season, 
there’s a reason that 
Farragut is the only team 
in history to win a Class 4A 
State Championship since 
the classification was cre-
ated four years ago.

The Admirals are bat-
tlers and this season is a 
testament to that. Farragut 
is headed back to the 
Midstate, but only after 
having to play five post-
season elimination games. 
Obviously Farragut has won 
them all, including the big-
gest one Thursday night on 
the road.

Farragut found itself in 

a must-win game on the 
road and came up with a 
7-3 victory over Kingsport 
Dobyns-Bennett.

“We’re 5-0 in elimination 
games in the postseason 
this year,” Copeland said. 
“And that’s pretty spe-
cial. You don’t want to be 
in elimination games, but 
if you’re in them, you obvi-
ously want to win them.

“This team has to have 
their backs against the 
wall. Apparently, we don’t 
want to do things the easy 
way.”

The Admirals (28-11) 
punched their latest ticket 
to the ‘Boro with a 7-3 

win over the host Indians 
in the decisive game of a 
best-of-3 series as they 
got a solid pitching perfor-
mance by senior and ace 
Cole Draper.

Draper, a Wofford 
signee, started and hurled 
4.1 innings. He yielded 
two runs, five hits and four 
walks.

“Cole shows up when the 
lights are the brightest,” 
Copeland said. “He shows 
up in the big games.”

Draper gave way to 
Benny Miller, who went 
2.2 innings, surrendering 
one run and two hits. He 
fanned four Indians during 

his relief outing.
“Benny did a good job 

coming in and getting the 
multi-inning save,” said 
Copeland.

Offensively, Owen Stelzer 
clubbed a three-run home 
run in the decisive game, 
while Braxton Tye went 
2-for-4 with an RBI and a 
run scored. One of his hits 
went for extra bases as he 
recorded a double. Aidan 
Flagg also doubled and 
scored for the Admirals, 
who never trailed in Game 
3.

Farragut had a long day 
at the ballpark Thursday, 
probably longer than they 

expected after run-ruled 
the Indians with a 10-0 win 
in Game 1 Wednesday.

The Admirals, the desig-
nated home team in Game 
2, fell behind, 10-0, in the 
fifth inning before scoring 
multiple runs in the bottom 
of the frame,

Stelzer homered in that 
game and Copeland said 
his late round-tripper pro-
vided some momentum for 
the series.

“Owen hit a home run in 
that game and I think that 
really flipped the switch for 
us,” Copeland said.

By Ken Lay

Grace Christian Academy will 
be heading to Murfreesboro for 
the semifinals of the Division II-A 
State Tournament.

The Rams (23-12) punched 
their ticket to Murfreesboro and 
the Spring Fling with a 4-1 vic-
tory over Lausanne Collegiate 
School Thursday night as they 
got a solid pitching performance 
from sophomore left-hander 
Treyson Derry.

Derry threw a complete game, 
going seven innings against 
the Lynx. He surrendered one 
run, eight hits and four walks. 
He struck out eight Lausanne 

hitters.
Offensively, it was junior Dylan 

Channel that had the big bat for 
Grace as he went 2-for-4 with a 
double and two RBIs.

The Rams opened the series 
with a 6-1 victory over Lausanne 
on Wednesday as sophomore 
pitcher Chase Collin tossed 
a complete game. He gave up 
one run and four hits over seven 
innings. He finished with one 
strikeout.

The sophomore also provid-
ed an offensive spark as he had 
two hits, including a double, and 
scored a run.

Leadoff hitter and senior 

shortstop Makai Derry went 
2-for-4 with a double, an RBI 
and a run scored. He also stole 
a base.

Eighth grader Easton 
Housewright was 2-for-4 with a 
double, a run scored and an RBI, 
while junior catcher Artur Brito 
came up with two hits, including 
a double. He knocked in three 
runs.

The Lynx forced a decisive 
third game with a 4-1 victory in 
Game 2 Thursday afternoon.

It was Grace’s young pitchers 
that were the difference in the 
state quarterfinal series in West 
Tennessee.

“In Game 1, we won and we 
had a sophomore pitch a com-
plete game,” GCA coach Brent 
Walsh said. “And in Game 3, we 
won, and we had a sophomore 
pitch a complete game.”

The Rams entered the 2025 
season with multiple underclass-
men, including eighth graders 
looking to start or make signifi-
cant contributions.

But Walsh knew they had to 
compete with a young roster.

“We only have one senior 
(Makai Derry), but we prepared 
our young guys by playing a 
tough schedule against teams 
like Farragut, Hardin Valley and 

Catholic,” he said. “We started 
competing against those teams 
and beating them.

“So I won’t say that I’m sur-
prised. We’re playing really well 
right now.”

This season, the Rams have 
wins over the Irish, Christian 
Academy of Knoxville and 
Bearden, so Walsh had to like 
their chances after they finished 
third in the Division II-A East 
Region Tournament.

“These guys have played 
tough and they’ve been relent-
less,” Walsh said. “This could 
really be the beginning of some-
thing special.”

HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL TOURNAMENT TIME

Young Grace baseball team earns trip to 
Murfreesboro behind two sophomore pitchers

Farragut takes long road back to 
the state tournament
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Eagles play state 
opener Tuesday

By Steve Williams
Pitching is probably con-

sidered the most important 
part of high school softball, 
but don’t dismiss the hit-
ting. A team has to score 
to win.

With Gibbs ahead of 
Cocke County by only one 
run in the Region 2-3A 
championship game last 
week in Corryton, Briana 
Baker, who bats in the 
clean-up spot, smacked a 
two-run double down the 
third base line and into 
the left field corner in the 
bottom of the sixth inning 
to give the Eagles some 
breathing room.

Baker was asked what 
she was thinking when she 
went to the plate in that 
situation. 

“I was just thinking that 
I have to move these run-
ners,” answered the soph-
omore. “I got to do my job.”

With that kind of deter-
mination, it’s no wonder 
Baker was batting in the 
No. 4 hole. Veteran Coach 
Carol Mitchell, who was 
standing close enough to 
hear Briana’s answer, had 
to be pleased.

Skylynne Luttrell sin-
gled up the middle to bring 
Baker in from third base to 
cap the three-run eruption.

Coach Mitchell felt there 
were two keys to the 4-0 
win.

“On offense, as the game 
went along, we got better at 

being patient and waiting 
for a good pitch to hit,” she 
said. “Early we were anx-
ious and swung at some 
pitches we shouldn’t have.

“Defensively, I felt like 
Lacey (Keck) put the ball in 
a spot where they couldn’t 
hit it real hard. So they were 
hitting ground balls basical-
ly to the infield.”

Baker also began the 
fifth inning with a hard hit 
off the third baseman’s 
glove and Savanna Milo 
brought her in with a single 
and finished 2 for 2 at the 
plate. 

Hayley Keck, Lacey Keck 
and Malyiah Smith each 
went 1 for 3.

Pitching-wise, Lacey 
Keck threw a two-hitter, 
struck out two and did not 
walk any. Hailee Hartsell 
took the loss in the circle.

Cocke County made 
some great defensive plays 
during the game to keep 
close.

Trying to steal second 
after getting a single in her 
first at-bat in the opening 
inning, Smith was thrown 
out by the Big Red’s catch-
er, Addison McNeely, who 
had a quick release and 
threw a dart.

Cocke County also ended 
Gibbs’ third time at-bat with 
a double play. 

A diving catch by the left 
fielder robbed Smith of a hit 
in the fourth inning.

 

Gibbs earns state 
berth in 9 inning 

sectional win
It took nine innings for 

perennial power Gibbs to 
earn its TSSAA state soft-
ball berth this season. 

The Lady Eagles (37-3) 
edged David Crockett 2-1 
in the Class 3A Sectionals 
Thursday at Gibbs when 
Savanna Melo singled 
in the winning run in the 
bottom of the ninth.

Winning pitcher Lacey 
Keck went the distance, 
striking out three batters 
and giving up only one base 
on balls.

Gibbs is scheduled to 
play Covington Tuesday in 
its state opener.

Unicoi County eliminated 
Cocke County 7-4 in Class 
3A Sectional play.

 

BASEMENT OR 
CRAWLSPACE LEAKING??

Don’t overpay the nationwide 
companies by the thou$ands when 
MOLD TOX, LLC can install a dry-up 

system for a fraction of the cost!
BBB Accredited Business with A+ Rating

TN Charter #4410

(865) 524-1227     (865) 453-1880
www.moldtox.com

Halls falls 3-0 to 
D-B in Sectionals 

By Steve Williams 

What a difference a day 
makes, right?

Halls put an ‘8’ on the 
scoreboard in the top of 
the sixth inning to end a 
scoreless Region 2-4A 
championship game 
Thursday at Bellamy Field 
in Farragut and rode home 
with an 8-1 victory.

A little over 24 hours 
later, the Red Devils were 
blanked 3-0 on their 
home field by defending 
state champion Dobyns-
Bennett in their Sectional 
showdown, while Farragut 
bounced back with a 
10-3 Sectional victory at 
Science Hill.

Halls’ season had ended 
with a 32-7-1 record. The 
Lady Admirals (30-11-1) 
would soon be preparing 
for their first-round state 
tournament game against 
Dickson County Tuesday 
in Murfreesboro.

“I told our girls before 
our game on Thursday 
with Halls that regardless 
of the outcome, we would 
be playing Friday for a trip 
to the state tournament,” 
said Farragut Coach Nick 

Green. “After the game, 
the main point was not 
to let this game beat us 
twice.

“We knew what was at 
stake and several of the 
players remember losing 
to Dobyns-Bennett in last 
year’s Sectional game. 
We didn’t want that feel-
ing again. We had a solid 
offensive approach Friday 
night and we hit the ball 
with power. Defensively, 
we have been much better 
in the postseason.”

Dobyns-Bennett (23-17) 
jolted Halls early, taking a 
1-0 lead in the first inning.

D-B’s winning pitcher 
Allie McConnelee went on 
to hit two home runs.

At Johnson City, Hallie 
Grace Johnson hit a two-
run homer and UT signee 
Elsa Morrison had a sacri-
fice fly that gave Farragut 
a 3-0 lead. Morrison 
would later contribute two 
home runs – her 15th and 
16th homers this season. 
Teammates Ava Barnes 
and Rylee Raby also con-
tributed to the team’s five 
home runs.

Gibbs’ chant shows 
love for school and 

community
“I think the enthusiasm that the girls had espe-

cially right at the end of the game with them chant-
ing ‘It’s great to be a Lady Eagle’ shows they love 
playing for this school and they love playing for this 
community,” said Coach Carol Mitchell after Gibbs’ 
region title win over Cocke County last Wednesday.

“We hope that in our performances on the field 
that the community appreciates that, because I 
mean they love it and they are very focused. They 
are very team-oriented, a close-knit group and so 
they all cheer for each other to do well. It’s just been 
really fun to coach them this year.”

HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT TIME

Baker powers Gibbs to 
Region 2-3A title

PHOTO BY STEVE WILLIAMS

Gibbs Coach Carol Mitchell talks with her pitcher and catcher in the top of the seventh inning last week in the Region 
2-3A tournament finals. There was a 3-0 count and bases were empty when Mitchell went to the circle with her Eagles 
leading 4-0.

PHOTO BY STEVE WILLIAMS

Lacey Keck, Gibbs' workhorse senior pitcher, lets go of a 
pitch against Cocke County last week. Keck blanked the 
Big Red 4-0 Wednesday in the Region 2-3A title game and 
followed that with a 2-1 win in nine innings over David 
Crockett Thursday in the Sectionals.

Lady Admirals 
bounce back to 
earn state berth
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COIN SHOP

ESTATE SALE
ESTATE SALE NEXT TO 
LECONTE HOSPITAL IN 

SEVIERVILLE AT
1289 MILLWOOD DR.

WED., MAY 21 – SAT., MAY 24
WED., TH.,  FRI. 8AM-5:30PM

SAT. – 8AM-1:30PM. 
BOOKCASES, NEW  & 

USED SEWING MACHINES, 
TABLES, HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, 
YARD AND GARDEN ITEMS, 

COLLECTIBLES, CLOTHES. CALL 
FOR MORE INFO. 865-654-8909

FSBO
1 CEMETERY LOT FOR SALE AT

WOODHAVEN CEMETERY.
$2,500. CALL 865-334-6214

REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT

WANTED

classifieds

ALTERATIONS
JOANNE’S ALTERATIONS, 

PANTS HEMMING $5, 
SPECIALIZING IN JEANS.

CALL 865-805-9170

CHILD CARE
MARCIA’S 

LEARNING CENTER
1411 Exeter Ave, Knoxville

(865) 673-8223
Day Shift 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

CONTRACTORS

DECKS

ELECTRICIAN

FENCING

FENCING 

HANDYMAN

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOUSE 
CLEANING

SPRING FRESH 
HOUSECLEANING

WEEKLY, BI-WEEKLY, OR 
MONTHLY RATES. SERVING
KNOXVILLE AND KINGSTON. 
$40 PER HR. / 3-HRS. $100. 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE. CALL 
OR TEXT JULIE AT 

865-255-6690
..........................................

KATHY’S KLEANING
HONEST, DEPENDABLE 

HOUSECLEANING.
WEEKLY, BI-WEEKLY, OR 

MONTHLY.
REFERENCES AVAILABLE.

CALL 865-343-1474

HOUSE 
CLEANING

HOUSECLEANING
BY STEPHANIE

HONEST & DEPENDABLE.
KNOXVILLE AREA.

CALL 865-334-8645

PAINTING 

Randy
the 
Painter

30% OO All Exterior 
Painting with this ad!

 

REPAIR MAN

ROOFING
ROOF REPAIRS, METAL : 
SHINGLE : RUBBER, ROOF 

COATING: FREE ESTIMATES, 
865-705-7069

STEAM 
CLEANING

TREE SERVICES

service directory

NOW OFFERING HOME 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

• Interior/Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing
• Staining
• Drywall & Carpentry

FREE ESTIMATES • 865-291-8434
www.pilgrimpaintingknoxville.com

Serving Knoxville for 30 years
Google 5 Star Rating      Licensed – Bonded - Insured

Legacy Parks 
Foundation Opens 
New Cruze Landing 
Boat Launch

Legacy Parks Foundation and Knox County joined in 
cutting the ribbon on the new Cruze Landing adaptive 
boat launch earlier this month alongside sponsors and 
key project partners.

Legacy Parks purchased Cruze Landing property in 
2020 in order to create better access to the river for rec-
reational opportunities.

Through partnerships with Knox County, the Tennessee 
Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA), and Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA), accessible launches for both motorized 
and non-motorized boats were constructed, connected 
by an accessible fishing pier. Additionally, the parking 
area was expanded and enhanced to better accommo-
date visitors.

“This launch is the first of a series of accessible 
access points to our rivers that Legacy Parks, TWRA, 
TVA, and Knox County are committed to,” said Carol 
Evans, Executive Director of Legacy Parks Foundation. 
“We all believe that our incredible natural assets should 
be accessible to all.”

“Attractions like this help showcase the variety of rec-
reational opportunities available to residents and visitors 
alike,” said Knox County Mayor Glenn Jacobs. “However, 
it wouldn’t happen without this partnership. Together we 
can work to improve water quality, mitigate flooding and 
enhance the health of those who use it.”

The improvements to Cruze Landing are part of Legacy 
Parks’ Head of the Tennessee Initiative – an effort to 
improve and increase public access to the French Broad 
and Holston Rivers from the dams to downtown Knoxville. 
Cruze Landing is a key public access, approximately 
five miles downriver from Seven Islands State Birding 
Park (SISBP). A similar adaptive dock system has been 
installed at the birding park and was officially opened 
with a ceremony May 10.

Call or email Ruthie at 865-686-9970 or ruthie@knoxfocus.com 
to place your Classified or Service Directory ad!
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