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Speakers at the grand 
opening included Commis-
sioner of the Tennessee 
Department of Veteran 

Services Major Gener-
al Tommy Baker,   Knox 
County Mayor Glenn 
Jacobs, Denise Thorne of 

the Deep South Garden 
Club, Lelia Johnson of the 
Tennessee Federation of 
Garden Clubs, Janie Bitner 

of the Blue and Gold 
Star Memorial Mark-
ers, and Lt. Colonel 
Col Graver of the Flying 
Cross Society.

Major General Tommy 
Higgins, command-
er of Tennessee Veter-
an Services, described 
the park’s location as 
“100 percent right” and 
noted that Knox County 
has 30,000 military 

veterans and the state has 
430,000 veterans.

Kelly Shipe sang “Amaz-
ing Grace,” and veterans of 
the East Tennessee Veter-
ans Honor Guard, two from 
each military service, were 
joined by elected officials 
to raise the flag of their 
service organization.

Mayor Jacobs spoke of 
a new monument at the 
park, the Buzz Buswell 
Walk, and honored Buswell 
for his support and service 
to local veterans. Buswell 
is the director of Veterans 

and Senior Services for 
Knox County.   Another 
marker honored recipi-
ents of the Flying Cross 
and Blue Star families.

The park features a 
grand overlook of the river 
and the veteran cemetery, 
a large shelter with bath-
rooms, several markers in 
the main park and along 
the trails, and other fea-
tures are planned as the 
park is transferred from 
Legacy Parks to Knox 
County Parks.

FOCUS
Phone: 865-686-9970 | PO Box 18377, Knoxville, TN 37928 | Located at 4109 Central Avenue Pike, Knoxville, Tennessee 37912

www.knoxfocus.com

The KnoxvilleThe Knoxville

May 27, 2025

FREE
Take One!

ONLINE AUCTION
Friday, May 30

See photos at 
fountaincityauction.com

Fountain City Auction 
(865)474-9931

Continue on page 2

2024 Ford Explorer ST 4X4, Loaded! $53,950
‘15 Dodge Journey Crsrd Only 70K miles! $14,550
2022 Lincoln Aviator AWD, Black label $52,770
2022 Ford Escape Hybrid Titanium Loaded! $26,540
2024 Ford Mustang GT Premium 5.0     $49,980
2021 Honda CR-V Ex 
Only 10K miles! $27,950

Prices include $399 dock fee. Plus tax, 
tag and title. WAC. Dealer retains all re-
bates. Restrictions may apply. See Dealer 
for details. Prices good through next week. Continue on page 3

Knoxville 
may see ½ 
cent sales 
tax on 
November 
ballot
By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Mayor Indya Kincannon 
announced Thursday she is 
going to ask the city council 
to approve a referendum to 
be placed on the November 
ballot for an additional ½ 
cent sales tax. She said the 
increase would not apply to 
groceries but could bring in 
an additional $47 million to 
the city.

That would bring the 
city’s portion of sales tax 
to 2.75%, up from 2.25%, 
to make the total city-state 
sales tax 9.75%.

If approved by council in 
June, the ballot in Novem-
ber would include the city-
wide referendum on the 
additional sales tax along 
with the city general elec-
tion candidates.

The council meets today 
with a full agenda chock full 
of zoning changes, many for 
increased residential use.

An increase from RN-2 
residential zone to RN-4 
general residential for 
property at 107 Meadow 
View Road is requested by 
David Verner. Three prop-
erties at 1608, 1612 and 
1616 Eighth Avenue could 
change from RN-4 to I-MU, 
industrial mixed-use, in a 
request from Garrett Jerni-
gan.

The property at 4602 
Millertown Pike may switch 
from Office to RN-4 in a 
request from Mike Ball-
inger.

Non-residential changes 
include a request for 1908 
Grand Avenue, from neigh-
borhood commercial to 
industrial mixed-use, and 
the property at 305 Ran-
dolph Street, 600 E. Mag-
nolia Avenue and 611 E. 
Depot Avenue may change 
from industrial mixed-use 
to Downtown Knoxville 
warehouse. The lot at 6907 
Central Avenue Pike may 
change from general com-
mercial to highway commer-
cial, and 6714 Keck Road 
may go from highway com-
mercial to general commer-
cial.

The council may also vote 
to approve revised guide-
lines for the Edgewood-
Park City Historic Overlay 
District and revise the city 
code dealing with landscap-
ing buffer yards.

Also on the agenda is 
a contract with the Social 
Work Office of Research 
and Public Service to eval-
uate the implementation 
of Project TLC, its impact 
on the city’s violent crimes 
by area and levels of com-
munity trust. A firm may 
be hired to design the L.T. 
Ross Building Re-Roof Proj-
ect, and another firm may 
be hired for engineering 
and inspection of the Mary 

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The new French Broad Veterans Memorial Park 
overlooking the East Tennessee Veterans Cem-
etery will “help to tell the story of service and 
sacrifice,” according to Legacy Parks Director 
Carol Evans.

She spoke recently as the bluff-side park 
opened and drew a couple hundred veterans, 
their families, supporters and elected public offi-
cials. Evans mentioned the many people and 
organizations that came together to build the 
new park on land donated by Blue Water Indus-
tries. The new 8.5-acre park is located just off 
Governor John Sevier Highway north of the river 
bridge.

PHOTOS BY KEN LAY.

Left to right: Scott Henderson, Logan Henderson, Molly Henderson, Betsy Henderson, Brooke Triplett, Jenna 
Triplett and Steve Triplett at the campaign kick off last Wednesday at Louis’ in Fountain City.

By Ken Lay

Betsy Henderson takes 
on tasks during difficult 
times.

“I moved to Washington, 
D.C., on 9/11 to go to work 
for Congressman Duncan,” 
said Henderson, who kicked 
off her campaign for Knox 
County Mayor Tuesday 
night at Louis’ Restaurant 
and Drive-In in Fountain 
City. “Then, I was elected to 
school board and was there 
during COVID.”

Henderson, chair of the 
Knox County Board of Edu-
cation, is seeking to replace 
Knox County Mayor Glenn 
Jacobs, who is term-limit-
ed. She is running against 
Knox County Commission-
er Larsen Jay in the Repub-
lican Primary. Another can-
didate, Mike Hammond, 
recently withdrew from the 
race for health reasons.

He is now supporting Hen-
derson and was in atten-
dance Tuesday at her kick-
off event.

“Mike has dropped out 
due to a health concern and 
he’s supporting me and he’s 
going to be here tonight,” 
Henderson said during an 
interview before the gath-
ering.

Henderson decided to 
run for mayor because she 
said Knox County stands at 
a crucial point.

“Knox County is at a 
crossroads and we’ve had 
good conservative leader-
ship,” she said. “We need to 
continue to have good con-
servative leadership in Knox 

Henderson kicks off mayoral campaign

Henderson: We can’t afford 
Kincannon’s latest tax increase

“Career politicians always try to raise taxes whenever budgets 
get tight. We already pay one of the highest sales tax rates in 
the country. It’s shocking that Mayor Kincannon and other poli-
ticians think Knox Countians who live and work in the city can 
afford another tax increase. Four years of the Biden Adminis-
tration crushed families and we can’t allow Knoxville and Knox 
County to follow suit.

“A lot of politicians think the government is ‘underfunded’. 
This is part of the game politicians play: run up debt, increase 
spending, and when the debt comes due, make families pay for 
it with a tax increase.

“I’m making a firm commitment today: I will oppose any tax 
increase on Knox County families.”

Knox County mayoral candidate and school 
board chair Betsy Henderson with fellow 
board member Steve Triplett at an event kick-
ing off Henderson’s campaign at Louis’.

New 
veterans 
park now 

open

PHOTO BY MIKE STEELY.

Buzz Buswell, a decorated combat veteran and Knox County Veterans Office director, inspects 
the monument marking Buzz Buswell Walk at the newFrench Broad Veterans Memorial Park.
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The Demo-
crats and their 
s y c o p h a n t s 
in the media 
are screaming 
“Const i tut ion -
al Crisis!” Being 
Trump haters 
and the guard-
ians of unlimit-
ed government 
spending, they 
are whining about Trump 
and DOGE. Chris Murphy, 
D-Conn.: “The president 
and his allies’ moves rep-
resent ‘illegal seizures of 
power’ that have thrown the 
U.S. into a ‘constitutional 
crisis.’” Angus King (I-ME): 
“We are in the middle of the 
biggest constitutional crisis 
our nation has ever seen & 
every day we’re inching fur-
ther from the democracy 
our founders created.” Only 

John Fetterman 
(D-PA) seems 
to have kept his 
cool, saying that 
the courts will 
decide what is 
or isn’t consti-
tutional: “There 
isn’t a consti-
tutional crisis, 
and all of these 
things ― it’s just 

a lot of noise.” Who would 
have thought that Fetter-
man would continue to be 
the only Democrat who 
makes sense rather than 
nonsense?

Did the Democrats think 
that Joe Biden’s actions 
constituted a constitution-
al crisis when he ignored 
court orders, including that 
of the Supreme Court in 
his efforts to forgive stu-
dent debt? The courts said 

that it was unconstitution-
al. Biden ignored the ruling 
and bragged, “The Supreme 
Court blocked it. But that 
didn’t stop me.” Sounds 
like a constitutional crisis 
to me that the left chose to 
ignore. Hey, Republicans, 
why wasn’t this an impeach-
able offense?

The left only screams 
“constitutional crisis” when 
they are not the ones vio-
lating the Constitution or 
advocating an overthrow of 
it. The left routinely ignores 
the Second Amendment 
and hates the electoral col-
lege. Doesn’t the left always 
proclaim that the Constitu-
tion is flawed and needs to 
be rewritten? How is it that 
all of a sudden they have 
embraced the sanctity of 
a document written by a 
bunch of slave holding old 

white men? Isn’t it amazing 
what Donald Trump can do?

So far, Trump is facing 
over 70 lawsuits. He has 
won some and lost some. 
On those that he has lost, 
he said he will appeal. 
To date, there has been 
no indication that he will 
ignore the courts like Biden 
did. What Trump is doing is 
trying to exert control over 
the entire executive branch 
of the government. So is 
that unconstitutional?

Perhaps the Democrats 
are confused over our form 
of government and to what 
constitutes the executive 
branch. Primer: the feder-
al government consists of 
three branches: the exec-
utive branch, the legisla-
tive branch and the judi-
cial branch. The executive 
branch includes the presi-
dent’s cabinet and a myriad 
of federal agencies such 
as the SEC, the FCC, CFPB, 
FAA, FTC, USAID and a host 

of others, including the 
financial regulatory agen-
cies the OCC, NCUA, FDIC 
and the FED. All agencies 
whose leaders are appoint-
ed by the president and 
confirmed by the Senate 
are within the executive 
branch.

Trump says that he has 
the authority to fire the 
boards and leaders of these 
agencies since he has 
authority over the execu-
tive branch. He also asserts 
that he can have control 
over their spending even 
though some budgets are 
appropriated by Congress 
and others come from the 
charging of assessments. 
Trump argues that these 
agencies are not “indepen-
dent.” His argument is that 
insulation from presiden-
tial authority runs counter 
to Article II of the Constitu-
tion. The president should 
be able to supervise how 
they do their job. Trump 

says these agencies have 
become unaccountable for 
their actions and should be 
reined in. These agencies 
have exceeded their consti-
tutional authority.

Who holds the indepen-
dent agencies account-
able for their actions? If 
they are part of the legis-
lative branch, then it would 
be the Congress. However, 
they are part of the execu-
tive branch. Shouldn’t the 
responsibility then fall to 
the president? The consti-
tutional crisis may well be 
the lack of accountability 
of these agencies. I think 
Trump wants to have a clear 
ruling from the Supreme 
Court on the independence 
of these agencies and their 
oversight. The hope is to 
rein in the bureaucratic 
state.

Constitutional crisis? 
More like constitutional 
cleanup.
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From a distance

By John J. Duncan Jr.
duncanj@knoxfocus.com

Great Words From President Trump And Others
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A Fake Constitutional Crisis

Cont. from page 1

As many people know, 
I have spent most of my 
waking hours reading – 
books, newspapers, mag-
azines – for work and plea-
sure since probably my 
early teens.

Two of my favorite nation-
ally syndicated columnists 
are now deceased: Char-
ley Reese died in 2013 
and Georgie Anne Geyer in 
2019. Both became colum-
nists after long careers as 
newspaper reporters.

Both would have loved 
President Trump’s recent 
speech in Riyadh in which 
he attacked neocons, 
nation builders and inter-
ventionists.

Both wrote words in the 

early 2000s about our poli-
cies in Israel, Palestine and 
Iraq that are just as appli-
cable today as they were 
then.

Charley Reese was 
chosen as the most pop-
ular columnist in a vote 
by many thousands who 
responded to a poll by 
C-SPAN in 1999. He wrote 
in a very plain, down-to-
earth way.

In 2002, a few months 
before we went to war 
in Iraq, but when it was 
already the main topic of 
debate, Reese wrote: “The 
truth is this: The terrorist 
attacks against the United 
States are a direct result 
of our one-sided support of 
Israel’s oppression of the 
Palestinians. That’s it, pure 
and simple.”

He added: “The big push-
ers for war with Iraq are the 
usual suspects – Ameri-
cans with a long record of 
pretending to speak about 
America’s interests when 
in fact they are pushing an 
Israeli agenda.” Now, you 
can replace the word “Iraq” 
with the word “Israel.”

On Jan. 24, 2005, Reese 
wrote, “Propaganda aside, 
our actions have created 
the almost universal hos-
tility toward the United 
States in the Arab world. 
Our actions have been to 
support Israel 100 percent 
while it kills and brutalizes 
the Palestinians and refus-
es to negotiate with them.”

Georgie Anne Geyer 
wrote a few months after 
the war started in 2003 
that “critics of the war 
against Iraq have said 
since the beginning of the 
conflict that Americans, 
still strangely complacent 
about overseas wars being 
waged by a minority in their 
name, will inevitably come 
to a point where they will 
see they have to have a 
government that provides 
services at home, or one 
that seeks empire across 
the globe.”

These words are still true 
today. Only the names have 
been changed so that mil-
lions more innocents can 
be brutalized and the U.S. 
can go many trillions – yes, 
trillions – more into debt.

When George W. Bush 
ran for president in 2000, 
he went all over the coun-
try speaking out against 
nation building (of other 
nations) and saying that we 
needed a “more humble” 
foreign policy. But then 
he appointed neocons to 
run his administration and 
went in an exactly opposite 
direction.

Columnist George Will 
once wrote that neocons 
were “magnificently mis-
named” and that they were 
“really the most radical 
people in this city” (mean-
ing Washington).

President Trump made 
some neocon-type appoint-
ments during his first term 
that he later regretted. But 
I was ecstatic when I heard 
what he said in Riyadh on 
May 14: “But in the end, 
the so-called nation build-
ers wrecked far more than 
they built, and the interven-
tionists were intervening in 
complex societies that they 
did not even understand 
themselves.”

“No, the gleaming mar-
vels of Riyadh and Abu 

Dhabi were not created by 
the so-called ‘nation build-
ers,’ neocons or liberal 
non-profits, like those who 
spent trillions and trillions 
of dollars failing to devel-
op Kabul, Baghdad, and so 
many other cities.”

He added: “The birth of 
a modern Middle East has 
been brought by the people 
of the region themselves…” 
and “has not come from 
western interventionists … 
giving you lectures on how 
to live and how to govern 
your own affairs.”

Long before this speech, 
on April 16, 2016, I was 
invited with five other mem-
bers of Congress to meet 
Mr. Trump at the Mayflower 
Hotel in Washington, D.C., 
and hear his first major 
speech on foreign policy.

He said that day that “our 
resources are totally over-
extended … we’re rebuild-
ing other countries while 
weakening our own.” He 
said he had been “totally 
against” the war in Iraq and 
said that “No country has 
ever prospered that failed 
to put its own interests 

first.”
Tom Friedman, the long-

time and very pro-Isra-
el columnist for the New 
York Times, wrote on May 
9th that “Netanyahu is not 
our friend,” and added: “On 
the Middle East, you have 
some good independent 
instincts, Mr. President. 
Follow them.”

With Netanyahu, neo-
cons and Christian Zion-
ists now pushing for war 
against Iran, I wish they 
would read the words of 
the late Republican leader, 
Sen. Robert Taft, who was 
featured in John F. Kenne-
dy’s book “Profiles In Cour-
age.”

“No foreign policy can 
be justified except a policy 
devoted without reser-
vation or diversion to the 
protection of liberty of the 
American people, with war 
only as the last resort and 
only to preserve that liber-
ty.”

County.
“I have a heart for ser-

vice, whether it be with the 
school board or working 
for Congressman Duncan 
or being county mayor. I 
worked for Congressman 
Duncan and I’ve served 
ever since.”

During the height of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Hen-
derson, the District 6 rep-
resentative on the school 
board, was an advocate for 
keeping schools open and 
fighting the mask mandate.

“I fought to keep schools 
open and I fought to keep 
our kids out of masks,” she 
said.

As Knox County Mayor, 
Henderson said that she 
would champion small busi-
ness.

“Small businesses are 
the backbone of our econ-
omy,” Henderson said. 
“Small business is in my 
family’s roots. My mom and 
dad were small business 
owners. My dad came here 
from Greece when he was 
16 and he opened a restau-
rant.”

Henderson noted that 
throughout her campaign 
that she will tour small busi-
nesses in Knox County.

“I appreciate small busi-
ness and we’re going to do 
a small business tour,” she 
said.

Any candidate who seeks 
political office must have 
family support and Hender-
son is no exception.

“My family talked about 
it and we prayed about it,” 
she said. “My husband is 
helping and my kids are 
involved and my parents 
are involved.

“It takes the whole family 
and that’s why we talked 
about it and prayed about 
it.”

If elected, Henderson 
said she would keep taxes 
low and preserve East Ten-
nessee’s way of life.

“I want to protect our 
values and I want to sustain 
smart growth,” she said.

Henderson kick off
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BIDDING BEGINS TO CLOSE:

THURSDAY, JUNE 5TH AT 12PM - NOON (ET)

2220 RUTLEDGE PIKE - BLAINE, TN 37709

FOR MORE DETAILS, TERMS & ONLINE BIDDING VISIT:

www.powellauction.com

Auction & Realty, LLC

6729 Pleasant Ridge Road

Knoxville, TN 37921

865-938-3403

K e n n y  P h i l l i p s ,  A u c t i o n e e r  -  L i c  #  2 3 8 5

ONLINE ONLY REAL ESTATE AUCTION

TRACTS RANGING FROM 6 TO 29+/- ACRES

Over 1400' of total road frontage

Richland Creek frontage throughout the property

Picturesque natural beauty

Perfect blend of open pastureland and private wooded terrain

Grainger County Parcel/Tax ID: 085  016.00

Are you interested in reducing your 
energy consumption by as much as 
40%? Well, the most effective way to 
make that happen might come as 
some surprise to you. It has nothing to 
do with your car, or your light bulbs, 
or any household appliance that you 
might be thinking of ... getting a more 
energy efficient heating & cooling 
system is one of the best ways you 

can get significant energy savings. 
Trane introduces the XV20i heating 
and cooling system with a 12-year 
compressor warranty. It is, simply put, 
one of the most energy efficient, 
environmentally friendly heating and 
cooling systems available. Contact 
LB Chase Mechanical to learn more 
about how you can dramatically 
reduce your heating costs today.

Expect more from your independent Trane dealer.

(865) 428-4824
www.lbchase.com

A new high efficiency heating & cooling system can be 
more affordable than you think with

NO MONEY DOWN & MONTHLY PAYMENTS AVAILABLENO MONEY DOWN & MONTHLY PAYMENTS AVAILABLE 
through the TVA eScore Program.

Are you interested in reducing your 
energy consumption by as much as 
40%? Well, the most effective way to 
make that happen might come as 
some surprise to you. It has nothing to 
do with your car, or your light bulbs, 
or any household appliance that you 
might be thinking of ... getting a more 
energy efficient heating & cooling 
system is one of the best ways you 

can get significant energy savings. 
Trane introduces the XV20i heating 
and cooling system with a 12-year 
compressor warranty. It is, simply put, 
one of the most energy efficient, 
environmentally friendly heating and 
cooling systems available. Contact 
LB Chase Mechanical to learn more 
about how you can dramatically 
reduce your heating costs today.

Expect more from your independent Trane dealer.

(865) 428-4824
www.lbchase.com

A new high effi ciency heating & cooling system 
can be more affordable than you think with

NO MONEY DOWN & LOW MONTHLY PAYMENTS 
through the TVA eScore Program. 

    
   

Tax And Spend
City Mayor

Indya Kincannon, mayor 
of Knoxville, has announced 
another half-penny increase 
on the sales tax inside the 
City of Knoxville. Kincan-
non is proposing to let the 
voters decide in a referen-
dum this November. There 
are those of us cynical 
enough to believe Kincan-
non has waited to place the 
referendum on the ballot in 
the off-year when voters 
inside the city will only be 
voting on city council races 
instead of a presidential 
election, as they did last 
year.

Kincannon and the city 
council have already raised 

the property tax by 40% a 
few years ago. Knox County, 
which operates the school 
system and every other 
amenity or service except 
for police, fire protection 
and garbage pickup inside 
the city limits, last raised 
property taxes more than 
twenty years ago. The 
county government spends 
twice what the city does, 
and all the funds going 
toward the school system 
from local, state and fed-
eral taxes make it a billion-
dollar enterprise. Indya 
makes the statement, 
“It is no secret that more 
people are moving here, 
the number of visitors is 
skyrocketing, and our infra-
structure is being pushed to 
its limits.”

That statement begs 
some very important and 
pertinent questions, the 
first of which is: Do the 
people of Knoxville and 
Knox County have to contin-
ue to build apartments and 
houses for everyone who 
wants to move here? Or is 
it possible some of them 
might live in Jefferson, 
Loudon, or Union counties? 
Even those not too swift on 
the uptake realize the traf-
fic and congestion here is 

FAR worse than it was two 
years ago. The notion that 
we must continue building 
until everyone who wishes 
to move here is housed 
is nothing less than fool-
ish. Kincannon and many 
county leaders are right 
inasmuch as our infrastruc-
ture has been stretched by 
those moving into Knoxville 
and Knox County. Just why 
we would want to speed up 
the pace of development 
to house anybody and 
everybody has never been 
explained. The only green 
spaces inside the city will 
be those where they have 
spent a couple of million 
dollars on something they 
claim is art, even if it looks 
like a mushroom sliding off 
a plate. Folks should ponder 
the question that the daily 
newspaper never questions 
a penny of how the city gov-
ernment spends its money, 
and how it constantly needs 
more to spend.

Clearly, if we keep build-
ing it they will come. The city 
has one pedestrian bridge 
leading from South Knox-
ville to downtown, not by 
design but rather because 
it needs to be repaired. The 
city government is falling all 
over itself to build a bridge 

for the University of Ten-
nessee, supposedly for stu-
dents to walk across, after 
having removed something 
like $9 million of taxable 
property from the tax rolls. 
It is surely a coincidence 
that the same bridge would 
allow those folks to disem-
bark from their yachts and 
big boats to Neyland Stadi-
um on game days.

Both the city and county 
governments need to be 
thinking about the quality of 
life for the people living here 
now, not those who might 
wish to come here. As to 
those visiting, there seem 
to be plenty of hotels and 
motels to accommodate 
them. The City of Knoxville 
doesn’t need to tax people 
out of their homes in order 
to build more apartments, 
or if so, be honest about it. 
Nor does Knox County need 
to be one big cookie-cutter 
subdivision.

Keeping up our roads, 
parks, schools, and the 
like does indeed require 
money and repairing our 
existing infrastructure, but 
unlike Knox County, the 
City of Knoxville clearly has 
a spending problem, but 
don’t expect to read that in 
the pages of the Knoxville 

News-Sentinel. Just how 
does a government offer-
ing so few services contin-
ue to need more and more 
money to spend? For one 
thing, the salaries paid to 
public employees inside the 
city are larger than those 
paid to similar employ-
ees in the county govern-
ment who render most of 
the services. Most county 
employees have a 401K 
retirement account rather 
than a lifetime pension that 
enjoys regular cost-of-living 
increases. Out of the last 
two property tax increases 
inside the city, the first was 
largely to keep the pensions 
solvent. The very notion 
that an employee or some-
one in public office should 
be able to assign pension 
rights to a child is absurd 
and just plain wrong.

Legacy Media Has 
No Credibility

With every passing day it 
becomes clearer and clear-
er that the mainstream 
news media either looked 
the other way or just plain 
lied about the mental con-
dition of Joe Biden. When 
Biden blurted out one day 
that he, like millions of other 

Americans, had cancer, 
many of us - including me 
- thought it was another of 
his inexplicable out-there 
comments. 

Now it looks as if it was 
the truth. Numerous med-
ical experts believe that 
Biden’s unfortunate pros-
tate cancer didn’t develop 
within the last few days, but 
rather over the last sever-
al years. Jake Tapper, who 
played his role in trying 
to gaslight the Ameri-
can people before trying 
to turn a buck by reveal-
ing how the Biden White 
House attempted to cover 
up Biden’s decline, has writ-
ten that aides were talking 
about putting Biden in a 
wheelchair after the 2024 
election if he won a second 
term.

Media and news outlets 
that deliberately mislead 
or lie ruin their own credi-
bility. They should know that 
trust takes a long time to 
earn, but can evaporate in 
a second. There is a good 
reason why polls show the 
media is less popular with 
the public than Congress. 
They did it the old-fash-
ioned way: they earned it.

Vestal Park Streambank 
Stabilization Project.

The Baum Drive Storm-
water Improvement Proj-
ect may see a firm hired for 
engineering and inspec-
tions, as well as similar 
services for the North 
Cherry Street Stormwater 
Improvements Project.

City traffic camera 
enforcement may see an 
agreement with Blue Line 
Solutions to reduce injury 
and fatal crashes.

The Downtown Alliance 

may get permission for 
installation and mainte-
nance of small bronze fea-
tures at locations down-
town. Magnolia Avenue 
and Chilhowee Park may 
get some attention for 
redevelopment.

Ordinances on First 
Reading include automat-
ed enforcement systems 
for speeding in school 
zones, and donations 
from the city to YOKE for 
summer camps and One 
Knoxville Collective for 
East Knoxville Soccer.

Knoxville may see 
½ cent sales tax on 
November ballot

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

”We’ve had probably the 
most robust and emotional-
ly charged discussion that 
we’ve had in a long time. 
We all have different opin-
ions, we come from differ-
ent districts, and we come 
from different walks of life. 
The fact that we argue, get 
passionate about things is 
because we care. It also 
means that it stops right 
here, that’s what Democra-
cy is. So you need to put on 
your big boy and girl pants 
and get over the feelings 
and move on,” said Knox 
County Commission Chair-
woman Gina Oster last 
week at the end of the com-
mission’s monthly meeting.

“Nobody is ever trying 
to shut anybody’s voice 
down,” she said.

The words came after 
contentious disagreements 
between some commis-
sioners over agenda items 
such as what a chair can 
say publicly and federal 
grant use in the county.

The question of whether 
a commission chair could 
speak out against a reso-
lution that the full commis-
sion passed was answered 
in a 6-5 vote after sever-
al commissioners said 
the vote would limit free 
speech.

Much of the debates 
were spurred by District 
9’s Andy Fox and District 
5’s Angela Russell, who 
opposed or abstained on 
several issues, includ-
ing the Five Year Capital 
Improvement Plan, allotting 
$8.8 million to non-profit 
organizations, appropriat-
ing $2.2 million in Opioid 
Funds to non-profits. Both 
commissioners demand-
ed that the county depart-
ments submit state or fed-
eral grant requests to the 
commission for review.

At one point, several 
other commissioners dis-
agreed with Russell and 
Fox over procedure and 
At-large Commissioner 
Larsen Jay called out Fox 
on opposing the approval 
of the Knox County Budget 

because Fox contended 
he had little time to review 
the budget. Fox was push-
ing for a postponement of 
approval to June.

Russell’s idea to remove 
$55,000 in the commis-
sion’s discretionary funds 
from the budget failed. That 
fund allots $5,000 to each 
commissioner for commu-
nity projects of the commis-
sioner’s choosing. She also 
unsuccessfully suggested 
pulling $8 million from the 
budget that supports light-
ing in county parks.

Jay said the many sug-
gestions and amendments 
offered by Russell and Fox 
were slowing the meet-
ing. Fox said he was only 
given two weeks to review 
the proposed budget and 
Chairwoman Oster replied 
that his statement was 
“disingenuous.”

“I get a little annoyed, 
the showmanship needs to 
level out,” Oster said. Sev-
eral commissioners coun-
tered Fox with Commission-
er Kim Frazier saying she 
saw “no indication more 

time is needed” to vote and 
approve the budget.

Jay spoke of the many 
budget sessions, finance 
committee meetings and 
work sessions held to 
review the budget and told 
Fox, “You didn’t attend.”

“We’re ready and pre-
pared,” Jay said of the 
budget vote, adding, “We 
have other work to do.”

The budget vote passed 
in a 9-1-1 with Rus-
sell voting “No” and Fox 
abstaining.

Fox also questioned 
some budget funding of the 
Freedom Schools, ques-
tioning the books the 130 
summer school students 
would be reading as having 
a “world view.” The vote to 
fund the program passed 
10-1, with Fox the sole “No” 
vote.

The debate on reviewing 

Commissioners told to get 
over feelings and move on
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@votemarsha @votemarsha/marshablackburnforsenate

Marsha Blackburn

President Donald Trump is Making America Great Again, ushering 
in a Golden Age in America, and delivering on his promises to the 

American people. 

I am honored to work alongside President Trump daily to advance 
the America First agenda, protect our constitutional right to bear 
arms, secure our borders, and restore the American Dream. But I 

need your support.

I’m asking you to continue standing with me in the fight to 
keep Tennessee great and advance President Trump’s America 

First agenda here at home.

PAID FOR BY MARSHA FOR SENATE

grant requests ended up 
being sent to the Rules 
Committee to iron out the 
language and possibly add 
it to the monthly agenda.  

Fox got in the last word in 
a dispute with Jay.

“The reason you haven’t 
seen me at some events 
is because you haven’t 
been to some events. The 
impression you left is that 
I was completely abrogat-
ing my role as Ninth District 
Commissioner. I object to 
the impression created,” 
Fox said, adding he works 
hard and long hours in 

preparation for commis-
sion meetings and, “I’m 
not going to be castigated 
for that.”

Summary of 
commission 

actions last week
Despite the verbal dis-

putes the Knox County 
Commission passed Mayor 
Glenn Jacob’s proposed 
budget,  funded non-prof-
its, approved opioid grants 
for local organizations, 
restricted what a chairper-
son in opposition to a dis-
puted passed resolution 

can say in public, and sent 
a proposal to the Rules 
Committee to possibly add 
state and federal grant 
reviews by commission to 
the regular monthly agen-
das.

The commission heard 
an update from Tennessee 
College of Applied Tech-
nology Knoxville President 
Kelli Chaney and Dwight 
Van de Vate, speaking for 
the Knox County Mayor. He 
said the administration can 
supply grant application 
information each month 
for commission review. 
Chaney spoke about TCAT’s 

many programs and train-
ing for students preparing 
for careers. She invited the 
public and commission to 
tour a new facility being 
built in West Knoxville for 
medical vocations, which 
will include a simulated 
hospital on the first floor.

The commission voted 
to close a portion of Oliver 
Branch Lane near Schaad 
Road and briefly discussed 
the request to raise the 
salaries of trustee office 
employees. The continua-
tion of the tax rate for the 
new year was approved.

Commissioners told to get over feelings and move on

PHOTO BY MIKE STEELY

Commissioner Terry Hill (right) spoke with TCAT’s Presi-
dent Kelli Chaney prior to last week’s commission meeting. 

By Jamie Schnell
schnellj@knoxfocus.com

On Saturday, May 17, the 
Rusty Wallace Family of 
Dealerships hosted a fun-
draising event for Isaiah 
117 House at Rusty Wal-
lace Honda at 109 Cal-
lahan Drive in Knoxville. 
The Isaiah 117 House is 
inspired by the profound 
message found in the bib-
lical passage Isaiah 1:17, 
which commands us to 
“defend the cause of the 
fatherless.” This organi-
zation is one of many in 
the state whose mission 
emphasizes the impor-
tance of advocating for 
vulnerable children and 
fostering a sense of safety 
and belonging. Isaiah 117 
House was initially creat-
ed to provide a comfort-
ing home and help reduce 
trauma for children who 
have been removed from 
their homes while they 
await placement in the 
foster care system. 

The event commenced 
with a motorcycle ride 
led by Knox County 

Sheriff’s Office, featur-
ing the impressive Blue 
Knights and the dedicat-
ed Knox County Tango 
Unit. The riders enjoyed a 

day of glorious weather, 
and later gathered for an 
unforgettable highlight: a 
special appearance by the 
legendary Hall of Fame 

NASCAR driver, Rusty Wal-
lace himself. With a warm 
and welcoming smile, he 
enthusiastically noted the 
“wonderful turnout,” and 

voiced his appreciation. He 
expressed heartfelt grati-
tude to everyone who par-
ticipated, taking the time to 
sign t-shirts and graciously 
posing for photo opportuni-
ties, creating lasting memo-
ries that captured the spirit 
of the gathering. 

Another addition to the 
event was Knucklehead, a 
dog with a knack for adven-
ture, along with his owner, a 
veteran and author known 
as “Patch.” Together, they 
have journeyed an astound-
ing 75,000 miles, sharing 
their adventures through a 
series of children’s books.

Thanks to the communi-
ty’s generosity, Rusty Wal-
lace successfully raised 
over $160,000, which 
will be distributed among 
seven Isaiah 117 Houses 
throughout the East Ten-
nessee region. Adding to 
the atmosphere were capti-
vating performances by the 
dynamic band Thor and the 
Reigns, whose music reso-
nated across the gathering. 
The air was filled with the 
aroma of barbecued foods, 

creating a festive ambi-
ance that brought every-
one together in support of 
a remarkable cause.

The event was more 
than just a celebration; it 
was a powerful demonstra-
tion of community spirit. 
Andrea Townsend, the 
location leader for Isaiah 
House in Anderson County, 
expressed her enthusi-
asm: “The Rusty Wallace 
Ride for Isaiah House is a 
truly meaningful event that 
unites our community for 
an extraordinary cause. 
Thanks to Rusty’s remark-
able compassion and the 
support of our attendees, 
we were able to raise a sig-
nificant amount of money 
to provide lavish love and 
care to children in the 
state’s custody who are 
awaiting foster placement.” 

This gathering truly 
encapsulated the essence 
of generosity and hope, 
making a profound impact 
on the lives of those in 
need.

Rusty Wallace Motorcycle Ride Benefits Isaiah 117 House

Legendary NASCAR driver and racing icon Rusty Wallace was excited to sign t-shirts for 
the bikers at the recent benefit for Isaiah House 117. Photo by Jamie Schnell.
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By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

“Whereas HonorAir 
Knoxville recently complet-
ed its 36th flight and, to 
date, has taken over 4,300 
veterans to Washington, 
D.C. to see their memorials, 
including two flights spe-
cifically honoring female 
veterans.”

That’s one of the lines 
in the recent Knox County 
Commission’s honor to 
Eddie Mannis, who began 
flying military veterans to 
the nation’s capital in 2007 
and chartered HonorAir as 
a nonprofit corporation 
in 2008. Mannis honors 

veterans of all the military 
service that served in World 
War II, Korea, Vietnam and 
other conflicts. The former 
Tennessee legislator and 
successful Knoxville busi-
ness owner even created 
“virtual flights” for those 
veterans physically unable 
to make the trips.

“Unwavering dedication” 
was the key statement in 
the honors when Mannis 
appeared before the com-
mission last month.

I had the privilege of trav-
eling to D.C. with Mannis 
several years ago. As a mil-
itary veteran and reporter, 
I spoke with him and was 

amazed at his care and 
concern for our many vet-
erans. HonorAir has only 
seven board members, 
and the team of volunteers 
is vital in honoring regional 
veterans before, during and 
after the flight.

On the trip I took, we 
visited many of the sights 
there, including seeing 
the guard change at the 
National Cemetery, the 
then-new Air Force monu-
ment, and many other mon-
uments, thanks to a shuttle 
bus. Some of those veter-
ans seldom talked about 
their experiences in the 
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Milestones

(865)524-7237    (865)688-1124

REPLACE YOUR EXISTING HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM WITH A HIGH EFFICIENCY ONE! 

Serving you since 1979.
Energy Star Certified

Our hearts remain rest-
less until they rest in thee, 
oh Lord.

St. Augustine

The notion of time is a 
human concept. We consid-
er our past and the future 
while living in a whirlwind 
of present moments. The 
past shapes the present, 
which models the future, so 
our journey through life is a 
continuum, but one marked 
with milestones.

It has been 50 years since 
I returned to Christianity. I 
was brought up in the faith, 
but like many, I became 
lost during college in the 
proverbial “far country” 
of the Prodigal Son (Luke 
15:11-32).

There are many pathways 
to awakening. Mine began 
in the crucible of medical 
school when I realized what 
I was doing was not work-
ing. A Christian friend chal-
lenged me with simple but 
irrefutable logic to try a dif-
ferent path and come with 
him to church.

I never heard a voice, 
nor was I blinded on a 
Damascan roadway. My 
journey homeward began 
with a logical decision to 
try a different path. Robert 
Frost in “The Road Not 
Taken” poetically captured 
that moment of decision 
that for me “made all the 
difference.”

William James is rec-
ognized as the father of 
American psychology and 
pragmatism, though he dis-
liked the latter accolade. 
He was an atheist, but was 
intrigued by a faith perspec-
tive. He wrote of his inves-
tigations in a book called 
“The Varieties of Religious 
Experience.” I don’t recom-
mend his tome, but prag-
matically James concluded 
that if there is no incontro-
vertible proof for diverse 
perspectives, the ratio-
nal man is free to choose 
the perspective that works 
best for him.

There are no incontro-
vertible proofs for the 
presence or absence of 

God. But the probability of 
a Creator of the Universe 
is far superior to a cre-
ation which happened by 
mere chance. Long before 
William James, Paul rec-
ognized this reality 2000 
years ago in Romans 1:20. 
And 1000 years before 
Paul, Solomon penned 
wisdom in Proverbs 3:5 
which “made all the differ-
ence” in my life.

This month, I begin 
my 75th trip around the 
sun. But this milestone is 
less important than this 
September, when Becky 
and I will celebrate our 
50th wedding anniver-
sary, made possible by 
my return to faith. I am 
blessed to still be in love 
with my wife, the CEO of our 
home and also my editress. 
Becky’s favorite verses 
are from Ecclesiastes 4, 
where Solomon explains 
why two together are better 
than one. Purportedly, the 
wisest man concludes in 
verse 12 that “A cord of 
three strands is not easily 
broken” when that 3rd 
strand is God.

Regretfully, I leave the 
lofty realms of scripture 
and the recounting of this 
Pilgrim’s Progress. But I live 
in this earthly reality of the 
present moment. I once 
stood in four states simulta-
neously in the Four Corners 
area of the Western United 
States. Now, I metaphori-
cally stand astride the 
two worlds of earth and 
heaven. Paul explained 
this geographical mystery 

in Acts 17:28, stating, “in 
Him we live and move and 
have our being.”

I have lived long enough 
to understand my place 
and purpose, to recog-
nize my mistakes and the 
important milestones of 
my journey. It is troubling 
to see others, so confused 
and utterly lost to reason. 
Hatred of President Trump 
has driven them to the far 
country of the Prodigal. And 
unless they acknowledge 
their mistakes, the water-
shed November 2024 
election and the will of the 
American people, the pro-
gressive socialist Democrat 
leadership will remain lost.

But the Democrat Party 
is not alone in the insani-
ty of Trump Derangement 
Syndrome (TDS). The 
alphabet media of ABC, 
CBS, CNN, NBC, MSNBC, 
NYT and WP are equal-
ly culpable for inculcat-
ing TDS into the minds of 
their sycophants. Open bor-
ders importing millions of 
uneducated, unvetted and 
unvaccinated illegals pro-
moted drugs and cartels as 
well as crime and human 
trafficking. Promoting trans 
sexuality issues and gender 
reassignment for children 
was perverse and destruc-
tive. But the journalistic 
crime was shielding Biden’s 
dementia, America’s great-
est political scandal. The 
Democrats and their media 
toadies have done genera-
tional harm to our country 
and Americans.

I  env i s ion  four 

possibilities to explain the 
scandal surrounding former 
President Biden:

Democrats and the 
media were ignorant of 
Biden’s dementia due to 
incompetence

They all knew he was 
impaired, but lied to us for 
years

TDS has made them 
insane and, like a schizo-
phrenic who hears voices, 
they can’t be held respon-
sible for their actions

They were so ideological-
ly driven by party, power, 
money and prestige that 
honesty, honor, decency 
and justice were subverted

The Democrats and the 
media fail to accept the 
watershed milestone of 
truth. Chuck Schumer says 
he wants to just move for-
ward rather than address 
Democrats’ failures. Their 
message, “we hate Trump 
and oppose everything 
he does,” is unaccept-
able. And the claim from 
Democrat faux journalists 
that Biden’s staff duped 
them is also an unaccept-
able lie. Sane Americans 
weren’t duped. Rational 
people saw the truth of Joe 
Biden’s dementia.

Biden was the perfect 
Democrat, Progressive, 
Socialist Trojan Horse. He 
never had a record of open 
borders or any number 
of other far left policies 
his handlers promoted. 
and with the Robert Hur 
report, investigative reve-
lations, the rush of politi-
cos and faux journalists 

to cover their booties and 
now Biden’s diagnosis of 
advanced prostate cancer, 
many are asking who was 
running the country? One 
analyst stated that the 
country was run by Otto 
Penn (autopen). We are 
lucky, no, we are blessed, 
to have survived this dark 
period and again have a 
real president.

With the recent revela-
tions, numerous people 
have asked me about 
prostate cancer. I’m sorry 
Joe Biden has incurable 
cancer, which will require 
toxic treatments to prolong 
his life. The chance for 
early diagnosis and cure 
has long since passed. 
According to oncologist 
Ezekiel Emmanuel, only 7% 
of men present with such 
advanced disease, so Joe 
Biden has had prostate 
cancer for conceivably a 
decade. Perhaps Biden, Dr. 
Jill, and his Delaware doctor 
decided not to screen him 
for prostate cancer with 
PSA blood testing.

America recognized 
its milestone of truth 
with the watershed elec-
tion of Donald Trump. 
We have moved on, 
but the Democrats, the 
mainstream media and 
those with TDS have not. 
Opposition voices are 
important in a healthy 
democracy. But until 
Democrats own up to their 
lunacy, Daddy needs to 
take away their car keys.

Eddie Mannis recognized 
for HonorAir work

 Always promoting HonorAir, Eddie Mannis made sure my tattered hat was replaced by 
a new one.
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By Joe Rector
joerector@comcast.net

A Fifty-Year Reunion
In 1970, I 

graduated from 
Karns High 
School. Four 
years later, I 
received a B.S. 
degree from my 
favorite univer-
sity, Tennessee 
Tech. Those 
who are trained 
in the simple 
mathematical opera-
tions can quickly see that 
both of these graduations 
occurred over 50 years 
ago.

My teaching career 
began in 1974 when 
Mildred Doyle saved me 
and offered me a job at 
Doyle High School for the 
coming year. This job mate-
rialized only a few days 
before the school year was 
to begin, and I’ve always 
been thankful for the ways 
things turned out.

A few years into my 
career, I realized that living 
on a teacher’s salary would 
put a financial strain on my 
family, so I left the teach-
ing ranks in February and 
began a job as a fundraiser 

who recruited 
schools to use 
subscriptions to 
raise cash. The 
idea seemed to 
be a solid one 
that helped both 
the schools and 
me. As it turned 
out, I felt guilty 
sending small 
children out to 

sell items to their families, 
friends and neighbors. I 
spent small fortunes on 
rewards for sales by stu-
dents until I just couldn’t 
take it anymore.

I left the company and 
found a new position as 
an engineering recruit-
er (“head hunter”) and 
part-time job director for 
Dunhill. My skills of per-
suasion were weak, so con-
vincing engineers to pick 
up their lives and move to 
another state or city only 
happened a couple of 
times. Heading the light 
industrial division of part-
time jobs drove me nuts. 
Too often, people failed to 
show up at jobs, and that 
left me hustling to find a 

replacement before shifts 
started.  

This week, I was scroll-
ing through Facebook 
and came across an inter-
esting post. Pam Ketron 
Greer posted a list of 
names of former Doyle 
classmates. As it turns 
out, this class is having a 
special reunion. The class 
of 1975 will gather to cel-
ebrate the 50th anniver-
sary of their graduation. 
Congratulations to you.

This bunch is the first 
graduating class from 
my teaching career. They 
broke me in as a teacher 
and yanked my chain as a 
rookie in the classroom. In 
those days, paddling was 
still allowed, and I applied 
a board to a few behinds.

Most of all, I remem-
ber how special those stu-
dents were. The oldest one 
was the same age as my 
wife. Others had personali-
ties so large that I couldn’t 
help but love them. A few 
didn’t like me one bit, and 
I don’t blame them. They 
were looking for ways to 
graduate and get on with 

life, and I was still “wet 
behind the ears” as I 
choked them with writing 
compositions while using 
correct grammar. One boy 
did nothing for the entire 
second semester, and his 
parents brought a lawyer 
to school with the threat 
of suing me if I didn’t pass 
him. Their plan failed.

So, I’ve invited myself to 
this big event if and when 
it happens. Thank you, 
Pam, for saying it would be 
alright if I attended. I want 
to see what’s become of 
the first graduating class of 
my career. My one mistake 
was not buying a yearbook 
because I don’t remember 
names as well as I used 
to. Those of you whom I 
see, be kind and patient 
if I don’t recognize you. I 
can’t wait to meet again 
and catch up on the last 
50 years. Just understand 
that I might not recognize 
you, nor might you recog-
nize me. By the way, thank 
you for the best first year of 
teaching that anyone ever 
could have had. Go Doyle 
High Pioneers!

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Strawberry Plains is a 
neat little unincorporat-
ed community of about 
2,000 residents and basi-
cally straddles Jefferson, 
Knox and Sevier coun-
ties between Knoxville 
and Jefferson City.   Its 
popular       Parrott-Wood 

Memorial Library is locat-
ed just off the Andrew 
Johnson Highway, or 
Highway 11E, on Hamilton 
Street.  

The Color Our World 
Reading/STEM program 
will take place each 
Tuesday through July 22, 
starting at 1:30 p.m. The 
June 3rd program features 
Hands on Experiments and 

Wonderworks with Malcum 
Hale. Singapore will be the 
featured country on this 
date.

June 10 brings the John 
Welton Magic Show, the 
17th features a program 
about India, June 24th is 
Norway, July 1st is Peru, 
and July 8th is Argentina 
and special guest Lucas 
Bales and his goats. July 

15th features Spain and 
Lost Creek Flowers from 
New Market and July 22nd 
is a presentation about 
Taiwan.

Family Movie Time will 
be held on Thursdays from 
1-3 p.m. with popcorn and 
water, or you can bring 
your own refreshments. 
Wednesdays from 10-11 
a.m. is Story Time for 

Babies and Preschoolers.
Programs for grown-

ups are scheduled June 5 
through August 7 with Arts 
and Crafts on Tuesdays, 
4-5 p.m., and “Step back 
in time” with the Heartland 
TV series will be shown 
Mondays from 3-5 p.m..

“This summer the library 
is excited about these won-
derful programs for all 

ages,” said Director Donna 
Phillips.

For more information 
you can find the Parrott-
Wood Memorial Library on 
the internet and Facebook. 
The address is 3133 Old 
Andrew Johnson Highway 
an you may call the library 
at (865) 933-1311.

Retired arborist 
W. Jim Cortese 

publishes first book
Lifetime professional 

arborist, W. Jim Cortese 
has published his first 
book: John Muir Climbs 
a Tree and Other Tree 
Tales – An Anthology of 
Tree Stories. This anthol-
ogy celebrates humanity’s 
enduring relationship with 
trees. Through thirty-two 
diverse stories — ranging 
from John Muir’s exhilarat-
ing ascent of a Douglas fir 
during a storm to Native 
legends, personal child-
hood memories, historical 
anecdotes, and reflective 
essays — the book explores 
how trees shape lives, land-
scapes, and legacies. W. 
Jim Cortese, a seasoned 
arborist, infuses the col-
lection with personal nos-
talgia, ecological insight, 
and admiration for the 
natural world. The anthol-
ogy honors trees not only 
as biological marvels but 
as silent witnesses to 
human history, sources of 
solace, symbols of resil-
ience, and bridges between 

generations. Whether it’s a 
mythic tale of transforma-
tion, a humorous childhood 
misadventure, or a scien-
tific observation wrapped 
in narrative charm, each 
piece invites readers to 
reconnect with nature and 
reflect on their own “tree 
stories.”

Cortese has a degree in 
Forestry from the University 
of Tennessee, Knoxville - 
Class of 1976. He started 
a tree service from scratch 
in February 1977. He is the 
first person in Tennessee to 
refer to himself as an arbor-
ist or urban forester. He is 
now mostly retired and 
transitioning to becoming a 
full-time writer. He has col-
lected these stories over 
the last fifty years. Every 
story is terrific!

Book can be purchased 
at online retailers such as  
Xlibris, Amazon, Barnes 
and Noble, Booksamillion 
and Bookshop.

Strawberry Plains library unveils summer programs
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E s t e s  Ke f a u v e r, 
Tennes see’s  senior 
United States senator, 
was having a bad day on 
Thursday, August 8, 1963.  
Kefauver was in the midst 
of the rough and tumble of 
debate while the Senate 
considered an appropri-
ation bill for NASA.   The 
Tennessean was hoping 
to attach an amendment 
to the NASA appropria-
tion bill, which involved 
research done by the space 
agency.   The Kefauver 
amendment required com-
panies that reaped a profit 
from research subsidized 
by NASA to reimburse the 
agency for that research.  
Washington’s swelter-
ing heat and oppres-
sive humidity, as well as 
Senator Kefauver’s heavy 
smoking and fondness for 
drink, all contributed to his 
suffering a heart attack on 
the floor of the Senate that 
day.   Fortunately, it was a 
mild attack, and the sena-
tor was rushed to Bethesda 
Naval Hospital.   Doctors 
told Kefauver he needed 
surgery, but the senator 
put it off, as he expected 
his wife Nancy to return 
from out of town, and he 
wished to wait for her arriv-
al.  It was a fatal decision.  
Nancy Kefauver never saw 
her husband alive again.  
Kefauver’s aorta ruptured, 
and he died in his sleep 
around 3 a.m., just about 
the time Nancy Kefauver 
reached Washington, D.C. 

When members of the 
U.S. House die or resign 
from office, the governor of 
his/her state calls a special 
election; when a member 
of the United States Senate 
dies or resigns from office, 
it falls to the governor to 
appoint someone to fill the 
vacancy and serve until the 
next regular election.  Since 
Tennesseans began elect-
ing their own U.S. sena-
tors in 1916, not a single 
senator from the Class 1 
seat has died in office or 
resigned.  Of course, that is 
the same Senate seat held 
by Kenneth D. McKellar, 
who served continuously 
for 36 years.  In the Class 
2 seat, three senators 
died in office, while Cordell 
Hull resigned to accept 
appointment as President 
Roosevelt’s secretary of 
state. 

Lawrence D. Tyson had 
died in office, and Governor 
Henry Horton first offered 
the appointment to former 
senator and newspaper 
titan Luke Lea, who turned 
it down.  Governor Horton 
then offered the appoint-
ment to William E. Brock, 
the founder of one of the 
most successful candy-
making businesses in the 
country.   Brock was the 
grandfather and name-
sake of William E. Brock III; 
“Bill” Brock was elected to 
the United States Senate 
in 1970 as a Republican.  
The elder Brock was a 
Democrat and served from 
1929-1931.

When Cordell Hull 
resigned his Senate 
seat in 1933, Governor 

Hill McAlister appoint-
ed Nathan L. Bachman, 
a former justice of the 
Tennessee State Supreme 
Court.   Senator Bachman 
won the 1934 special elec-
tion and 1936 regular elec-
tion for a full six-year term.  
Bachman died in April of 
1937, only three months 
into his six-year term.  
Governor Gordon Browning 
appointed George L. Berry, 
head of the Pressman’s 
Union, to fill the vacancy.  
Senator Berry ran hard for 
the remaining four years of 
the term in the 1938 spe-
cial election, but he lost to 
Tom Stewart.

Estes Kefauver was the 
third popularly elected 
Tennessee senator to die 
in office.   The governor of 
Tennessee in August of 
1963 was Frank Clement.  
Governor Clement had 
flashed across Tennessee’s 
political horizon like a 
comet in 1952 when he 
won his first term at age 32, 
beating incumbent Gordon 
Browning.   Clement was 
the first governor to serve 
a four-year term under 
the revisions to the State 
Constitution in 1954.  
Barred from running for a 
second consecutive four-
year term, Clement thought 
of running for the United 
States Senate in 1958 
against Senator Albert 
Gore but decided against it.  
In 1960, Clement had pon-
dered making a bid for the 
Senate to oppose Kefauver 
and once again chose not 
to run.   Frank Clement 
waited until 1962 when 
he sought a political come-
back by running for gover-
nor once again.   Clement 
won the Democratic prima-
ry and the general election.

Opponents quickly 
fanned rumors that Frank 
Clement would resign as 
governor to allow the lieu-
tenant governor to become 
acting governor and 
appoint him to the senato-
rial vacancy.   It had been 
done several times in other 
states across the coun-
try.  Clement was acknowl-
edged as a political animal 
and disliked private life.  
A seat in the U.S. Senate 
offered a six-year term 
and one could be reelect-
ed until death, retirement 
or being ousted by the 
people of Tennessee.   As 
governor, Clement was con-
fined to the single four-year 
term and then forced out of 
office to wait. 

Vir tually nobody in 
Tennessee believed Frank 
Clement would be satis-
fied to serve out his term 
as governor and quietly 
resume his law practice.  
The only options avail-
able to the governor were 
to resign, elevate James 
Bomar to the governorship, 
with the understanding the 
new chief executive would 
appoint him to the sena-
torial vacancy.   A second 
option would be to appoint 
a caretaker who would hold 
the seat until the 1964 
special election when the 
governor could run him-
self without the stigma of 

having appointed himself 
to the U.S. Senate.   The 
third and last option was 
appointing a senator who 
would be a strong candi-
date to hold the seat in the 
1964 election.   Very few 
political observers believed 
Governor Clement would 
choose to hand off a seat 
in the United States Senate 
to someone who could run 
and win the next election.

Speculation immediate-
ly focused upon Herbert S. 
“Hub” Walters, a millionaire 
businessman who had long 
been active in Tennessee’s 
Democratic poli t ics.  
Walters (for whom Walters 
State is named) was 
Tennessee’s Democratic 
National Committeeman 
and had been closely iden-
tified with the late Senator 
Kenneth McKellar and 
was known to be close to 
Governor Clement.  Known 
as “Mr. Democrat” through-
out Tennessee, few would 
dispute giving the honor of 
serving briefly in the United 
States Senate to someone 
of Hub Walters’ stature.  
Appointing Walters was 
also a signal that Clement 
intended to run for the 
Senate himself in the 1964 
election, as the prospective 
senator was quite nearly 72 
years old and his voice was 
diminished to just above a 
whisper due to successful 
surgery for throat cancer. 

Frank Clement was too 
shrewd a politician not to 
realize that those gover-
nors who had engineered 
their own appointment 
to a vacant seat in the 
U.S. Senate usually fared 
poorly in the next election.  
Clement also knew many 
Tennesseans would look 
askance as he was less 
than eight months into a 
four-year term as gover-
nor.  Such an arrangement 
had once before occurred 
in Tennessee history when 
Governor James B. Frazier, 
who had just been reelect-
ed, resigned to accept 
election by the Tennessee 
General Assembly to the 
U.S. Senate.   Lieutenant 
Governor John I. Cox 
became governor.   Cox 
lost the Democratic prima-
ry to challenger Malcolm 
Patterson, who decried the 
alleged deal, and Senator 
Frazier found he could not 

be reelected when his term 
expired.

           
Wild rumors ran ram-

pant, and there was spec-
ulation that Governor 
Clement would appoint 
either his father, Robert, 
or his sister, Anna Belle, 
who served as the gover-
nor’s executive assistant.  
William L. “Dick” Barry, 
speaker of Tennessee’s 
House of Representatives, 
was also mentioned as a 
prospective appointee.  
Asked if he would accept 
the appointment, Hub 
Walters replied, “I am not 
a candidate for any public 
office.  If the appointment 
were offered to me, I would 
be glad to accept, because 
I think I might be able to 
render some service to the 
State of Tennessee and the 
Democratic Party.”  Walters 
reminded the reporter, “It 
would be a big sacrifice for 
me to have to walk off and 
leave my business.”

Aside from Joe L. Evins, 
the veteran congressman 
from Tennessee’s Fourth 
Congressional District, only 
Ross Bass seemed like a 
possibility as a senatorial 
prospect.   Tennessee had 
two young freshmen legis-
lators in its congressional 
delegation, but Dick Fulton 
and William Anderson 
were too new to be seri-
ously considered, even 
were Governor Clement so 
inclined.   Nor did Senator 
Kefauver’s widow, Nancy, 
seem to have any inter-
est in being appointed, 
although the Nashville 
Tennessean insisted, she 
at least deserved the 
opportunity of an “offer” of 
the appointment from the 
governor.

T h o u s a n d s  o f 
Tennesseans gathered in 
Kefauver’s hometown of 
Madisonville for the sen-
ator’s funeral.   The del-
egation of U.S. senators 
attending included not only 
Albert Gore Sr., but also 
the newly elected sena-
tor from Massachusetts, 
Edward “Ted” Kennedy.  
Most notable Democrats 
and not a few Republicans 
traveled to Madisonville to 
pay their last respects to 
the man Lyndon Johnson 
once called, “The greatest 
campaigner of them all.”  

The mighty and the humble 
were mingled together and 
among those who attend-
ed was my grandmother, a 
native of Madisonville and 
a firm admirer of Estes 
Kefauver.   My grandfa-
ther, a devout Republican, 
remained in the car. 

As is always the case in 
such situations, the politi-
cal class was talking poli-
tics before, during and after 
Senator Kefauver’s funer-
al.  As the mahogany coffin 
of Senator Estes Kefauver 
was lowered into the soil 
of his family plot, rain trick-
led down and drenched 
the mourners who had 
come to say a final good-
bye to their friend.   The 
rain was democratic, trick-
ling down the faces of Vice 
President Lyndon Johnson 
and my grandmother.  
One-time opponent Adlai 
Stevenson, who had twice 
won the Democratic presi-
dential nomination against 
Estes Kefauver, sat with 
rain running down his bald 
head.  The two had become 
friends when they were the 
Democratic nominees for 
president and vice presi-
dent in 1956. 

Newspapers were begin-
ning to report Congressman 
Ross Bass was interested 
in running for the Senate 
in 1964.   Friends of the 
congressman scoffed at 
the notion Bass wished to 
be appointed by Governor 
Clement.   Those same 
friends told eager report-
ers the congressman was 
giving serious thought to 
making the race. 

Hub Walters again let it 
be known he would accept 
the senatorial appoint-
ment, but only with the 
understanding he had the 
option of running himself 
in 1964. 

Governor Clement, 
attending a governor’s con-
ference in White Sulphur 
Springs, West Virginia, 
announced on August 19, 

1963, he would make an 
announcement as to an 
appointee the following 
day in Nashville.  Up to that 
point, Clement had ada-
mantly refused to comment 
on the successor specula-
tion which had swirled con-
tinuously in the newspaper 
since Senator Kefauver’s 
death. 

Clement announced he 
was appointing Herbert 
S. Walters to the United 
States Senate.  In his rich, 
resonating voice, Governor 
Clement told the packed 
room, “Senator Walters 
goes to Washington at 
a doubly critical time in 
our domestic and foreign 
affairs.”

As the cameras rolled 
and newsmen scribbled 
on their pads, the governor 
said, “It was obligatory that 
we send to Washington a 
man possessing the high-
est possible combination 
of qualifying background, 
foresight, fortitude, calm-
ness in his evaluations and 
resoluteness in his actions.

“Tennessee and the 
nation have that man in 
Senator Walters,” Clement 
told the assembled press. 

T h e  N a s h v i l l e 
Tennessean, bit terly 
opposed to Frank Clement 
and his administration, 
huffed in a petulant edito-
rial, “Despite all the daw-
dling dramatics and the 
efforts to attract atten-
tion to himself the gover-
nor surprised nobody with 
the appointment” of Hub 
Walters.   The Tennessean 
sniffed that Walters had 
been Clement’s “adviser 
and political step-father for 
more than a decade.”  The 
Nashville daily newspaper 
had long ardently backed 
Senator Kefauver, and the 
crux of its editorial was that 
the editor didn’t much like 
the idea of Frank Clement 
running for the United 
States Senate. 

Frank Clement did aspire 
to go to the U.S. Senate, 
and Hub Walters, 73 years 
old in 1964, was not a can-
didate.  Congressman Ross 
Bass was as openly inter-
ested, if not more so than 
Clement, in his quest to win 
a Senate seat for himself.  
The death of Estes Kefauver 
had sparked a senatorial 
contest that would pit the 
charismatic and eloquent 
Governor Frank Clement 
against Bass, who inher-
ited much of the support 
that had once belonged to 
Kefauver.  In fact, the rival-
ry for Kefauver’s seat in 
the Senate would rage for 
two full years with Clement 
and Bass both seeking 
the Democratic nomina-
tion for the U.S. Senate in 
1964 and once again in a 
bitter rematch in the 1966 
primary. 

What most Democrats 
did not anticipate was the 
growing Republican Party, 
which would play an out-
sized role in both the 1964 
and 1966 elections. 

© 2025 Ray Hill
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Making a New Senator

ASSOCIATED PRESS WIRE PHOTO FROM THE AUTHOR’S PERSONAL COLLECTION. 

Governor Frank Clement (left) and Senator Herbert S. Walters of Morristown (right), 
whom Clement had appointed to the Senate following the death of Sen. Estes Kefauver, 
August 1963.
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COIN SHOP

GARAGE SALE
HUGE, HUGE, GARAGE SALE 

WEST KNOXVILLE, FRI. & SAT., 
MAY 30 & 31 / 9AM  - 2PM 

EL PINAR DRIVE, IN TAN RARA 
SUBDIVISION OFF OF FOX RD. 

ANTIQUES, HOME DÉCOR, 
FURNITURE, PLUS-SIZED 

CLOTHES, TOYS, KITCHEN 
ITEMS, TOOLS, JEWELRY, 

PAINTINGS, ETC. 
LOW PRICES AND FREE ITEMS

.

FSBO
1 CEMETERY LOT FOR SALE AT

WOODHAVEN CEMETERY.
$2,500. CALL 865-334-6214

REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT

WANTED

classifieds

ALTERATIONS
JOANNE’S ALTERATIONS, 

PANTS HEMMING $5, 
SPECIALIZING IN JEANS.

CALL 865-805-9170

CHILD CARE
MARCIA’S 

LEARNING CENTER
1411 Exeter Ave, Knoxville

(865) 673-8223
Day Shift 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

CONTRACTORS

DECKS

ELECTRICIAN

FENCING

FENCING 

HANDYMAN

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOUSE 
CLEANING

SPRING FRESH 
HOUSECLEANING

WEEKLY, BI-WEEKLY, OR 
MONTHLY RATES. SERVING
KNOXVILLE AND KINGSTON. 
$40 PER HR. / 3-HRS. $100. 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE. CALL 
OR TEXT JULIE AT 

865-255-6690

..........................................

KATHY’S KLEANING
HONEST, DEPENDABLE 

HOUSECLEANING.
WEEKLY, BI-WEEKLY, OR 

MONTHLY.
REFERENCES AVAILABLE.

CALL 865-343-1474

..........................................

HOUSECLEANING
BY STEPHANIE

HONEST & DEPENDABLE.
KNOXVILLE AREA.

CALL 865-334-8645

PAINTING 

Randy
the 
Painter

30% OO All Exterior 
Painting with this ad!

 

POWER 
WASHING

REPAIR MAN

ROOFING
ROOF REPAIRS, METAL : 
SHINGLE : RUBBER, ROOF 

COATING: FREE ESTIMATES, 
865-705-7069

TREE SERVICES

service directory

NOW OFFERING HOME 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

• Interior/Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing
• Staining
• Drywall & Carpentry

FREE ESTIMATES • 865-291-8434
www.pilgrimpaintingknoxville.com

Serving Knoxville for 30 years
Google 5 Star Rating      Licensed – Bonded - Insured

CHRISTUS VICTOR LUTHERAN CHURCH

LORETTA’S CLOSET
A ministry by women for women.

Loretta’s Closet started 5 years ago with 
a handful of folks. The Lord has blessed 

us greatly and we would like to share His 
blessings. The last Saturday of each month 

we open our doors to Loretta’s Closet. 
Activities start at 10:00 a.m. with brunch, a 
short devotion, wonderful fellowship and a 

visit to the Closet where you will find clothes 
for all ages & sizes – dress and casual, plus 

purses, shoes and other things you may need. 
Ladies who would like a Saturday morning 

for themselves we’d love to share the morning 
with you. Join us on the last Saturday of each 

month at 10:00 a.m.
Christus Victor Lutheran Church

4110 Central Ave Pike.
Should you need further information, call the 

church office at 865-687-6622 
Monday - Friday from 8 a.m. until noon. 

Hope to see you soon.

service and found memo-
ries flooding back, especial-
ly at the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial wall.

A few years later when I 
was attending an event at 
the Knoxville EXPO Center, 
Mannis noticed my faded 
HonorAir cap and went to 
his car and returned to give 
me a new cap. I was struck 

by Mannis’ commitment 
and compassion for veter-
ans, not only on the charter 
flights, but in his everyday 
life as well.

Mannis isn’t boastful 
or self-centered, and his 
efforts were well-deserved 
of the recognition by the 
Knox County Commission.

Eddie Mannis recognized for HonorAir work

Knoxville’s Eddie Mannis was honored recently by the 
Knox County Commission for his ongoing HonorAir 
flights that take military veterans to Washington, D.C., to 
visit the many monuments there at no cost.

Cont. from page 1

MLK Jr. Parade/March & Juneteenth 
Celebration Returns to Knoxville

The MLK Commemorative Commission 
invites the entire community to join in a 
day of unity, remembrance, and celebra-
tion at the 2025 MLK Jr. Parade/March 
and Juneteenth Celebration. Beginning 
with a community march and ending with 
an afternoon celebration, this annual 
event honors freedom, progress, and the 
enduring legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.

Thursday, June 19, 2025 Event Schedule:
- Parade Lineup: 8:30 a.m. at Chilhowee 

Park
- Parade Step Off: 10:00 a.m.
- Juneteenth Celebration: 11:00 a.m. – 

3:00 p.m. at Dr. Walter Hardy Park
Last year’s celebration brought together 

over 1,000 attendees and more than 50 
vendors, making it one of Knoxville’s most 
anticipated summer events.
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By Mark Nagi
The Grace Christian Rams 

made all sorts of history this 
season in boys’ soccer. They 
advanced to the state tourna-
ment for the first time in pro-
gram history… and didn’t stop 
there.

On Thursday, May 22 in 
Murfreesboro, the Rams dom-
inated the Webb School Feet 
3-0 to capture the Division II-A 
championship.

“Last year we were in the state 
quarters, but it was one of those 
games where, like when we get 
to that level, we're really having 
to play out of our element,” said 
Grace Christian head coach 
Isaac Brooks. “But this year we 
knew we were going to be a little 
bit different, and the guys have 
had that in mind from day one, 
and they saw the quality we had 
in practice, and practices looked 
more like college practices. I 

mean, a lot of the games we 
played this year, practices were 
harder than the games. It means 
a lot. It means a lot.”

The Rams got a serious 

challenge in the semifinals 
against Boyd Buchanan.  It took 
a goal from Micah Stevens in 
overtime to survive 1-0. But 
in the title game the next day, 

Grace Christian (17-1) got off to 
a dream start when junior mid-
fielder Vitor Robazza beat Webb 
keeper Max Williams-Angmor 

May 27, 2025
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TSSAA SPRING FLING 32: BOYS' SOCCER

TSSAA SPRING FLING 32: GIRLS' SOFTBALL

By Steve Williams

Only once in four games did 
Gibbs High’s softball team trail 
in this year’s TSSAA Class 3A 
state tournament. But Coach 
Carol Mitchell’s Lady Eagles also 
had three opponents breathing 
down their necks.

Heritage took a 2-0 lead in 
the top of the first inning last 
Wednesday afternoon, but it 
didn’t last long.

Gibbs leadoff batter Malyiah 
Smith produced an infield 
single, stole second and 
advanced to third on a field-
er’s choice. Shelby Williams’ 

TSSAA SPRING 
FLING 32: 

GIRLS' TENNIS
Local girls 

shine at 
state tennis 

championships
By Ken Lay

One of the Volunteer State’s 
most accomplished girls tennis 
players ended her high school 
career on a winning note Friday 
afternoon.

Catholic High School senior 
Lillie Murphy culminated her 
career by winning the Division 
II-AA State Singles Championship 
at the Adams Tennis Complex at 
Old Fort Park in Murfreesboro.

Murphy, a Furman signee, 
claimed her second consecu-
tive singles championship with a 
6-1, 6-2 victory over Chattanooga 
Baylor’s Magarette Berdy.

Murphy, who was part of three 
team state championships with 
the Lady Irish, also won a pair of 
state doubles titles in 2023 and 
2024.

In the 2025 state champion-
ships, she didn’t concede a game 
in her first two matches cruising 
past Hutchison’s Anna Caroline 
Domas in the quarterfinals and 
Ensworth’s Mimi Bowen, 6-0, 6-0, 
in the semis.

She also led the Lady Irish to a 
fourth consecutive appearance 
in the team championship match 
on Wednesday. Catholic faced 
Baylor for the fourth consecutive 
year, and the Lady Raiders won 
this time, claiming a 4-1 victory.

Murphy scored the Lady Irish’s 
lone point when she defeated 
Berdy, 6-1, 6-1, at No. 1 singles.

Catholic defeated Harpeth 
Hall, 4-0, to open team play on 
Tuesday as Murphy, Nalla Webb 
and Lauren Murphy won in sin-
gles. Lillie and Lauren Murphy 
won in doubles.

In Division I Class 2A doubles: 
West High’s tandem of Gray 
Feaster and Callie Schroeffel 
defeated Soddy Daisy’s team 
of Laura Jenkins and Weatherly 
Barker, 6-0, 6-0. 

The Lady Rebels’ duo opened 
tournament play Thursday with 
a three-set victory over Siegel’s 
Ellie Zolt and Coco LaLance (6-1, 

Grace Christian wins Division II-A title

The Grace Christian Rams dominated the Webb School Feet 3-0 to capture the Division II-A champion-
ship Thursday in Murfreesboro.

Gibbs 
wins 
three 
close 
ones 

for 12th 
state 
title

PHOTO BY STEVE WILLIAMS

Four digits and counting!
Gibbs High School Coach Carol Mitchell speaks to her softball team 
following the Lady Eagles' 3-2 win over Heritage in the TSSAA Class 
3A state tournament last Wednesday afternoon. Mitchell logged ca-
reer victory No. 1,100 when Gibbs defeated Covington in the first 
round of the tournament at McKnight Field in Murfreesboro on May 
21. Later that day Mitchell's Eagles defeated Heritage 3-2 for ca-
reer win 1,101. Her win total now is 1,103 after her team defeated 
Creek Wood 1-0 Thursday and DeKalb County 1-0 in 10 innings Fri-
day to wrap up the championship. Earlier this month, CAK baseball 
coach Tommy Pharr (pictured left) notched his 1,000th win on May 
6. Mitchell and Pharr are believed to be the only softball and base-
ball high school coaches in Knoxville that have reached a four-digit 
number of wins!
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TSSAA SPRING FLING 32: BOYS' BASEBALL

EDWARD – 7 years old, 54 lbs. Animal ID: 57328603
Edward is a sweet and gentle soul who’s looking for a pati ent and 

understanding home. While he may be a bit cauti ous around 
new people and situati ons, once he warms up, he’s a loving and 
aff ecti onate companion. Due to some potenti al sight impairment, 
Edward may react defensively if approached too quickly or 
in a way that surprises him. With slow, gentle introducti ons 

and pati ent handling, he can thrive in a calm and supporti ve 
environment. If you’re looking for a loyal and loving friend who 

needs a litt le extra care, Edward could be the perfect match.

BROOKE – 6 years old, 75 lbs. Animal ID: 56700951
Meet Brooke! Although her looks are a litt le inti midati ng to some, 
she is the sweetest girl you’ll ever meet. She loves to run around 

outside and get all the good smells. She would appreciate a home 
with a large fenced yard for all her future exploring. When not 
hunti ng down squirrels, she loves to go for car rides and poke 

her head out the window! Brooke doesn’t fancy toys and would 
rather cover you in kisses and show her beauti ful puppy eyes for 

some cuddles or a belly rub. She’s a very smart girl who knows her 
name and has many tricks she wants to show you!

Ad space donated by The Knoxville Focus.

By Ken Lay

Gr ac e  C hr i s t ian 
Academy baseball coach 
Brandon Walsh couldn’t 
help but feel a bit disap-
pointed once he and his 
team returned from Spring 
Fling late Friday afternoon.

But the bad feelings 
won’t last long since the 
Rams, who have one of 
the youngest rosters in the 
state, finished third in the 
TSSAA Division II-A State 
Tournament.

They were eliminated 
Thursday night when they 
came on the short end 
of a 4-2 decision against 
Clarksville Academy 
at Middle Tennessee 
Christian School.

“There’s a little disap-
pointment but once it 
keeps further and further 
out, you start to get a little 
more perspective,” Walsh 
said. “We feel great about 
where we’re at.

“Once it gets further 
out you start to think 
about the future and think 
about what’s next. I think 
we came a long way if you 
look at where we started, 
and we finished third in 
the state. We had a great 
season.”

Grace (24-15) started 
two eighth graders and 
had only one senior, Makai 
Derry, on its 2025 roster. 
Still, the Rams won 24 
games and had victories 
over Catholic, Bearden, 
Hardin Valley Academy and 
Division II-A East Region 
District 1 rival Christian 
Academy of Knoxville.

Once the Rams got 
to the Midstate, they 
knocked off league rival 

and district tournament 
champion Providence 
Academy Thursday after-
noon to advance to the 
loser’s bracket final.

“We had a great year. 
We split with Bearden and 
we split with Hardin Valley 
and they’re a really good 
team, and we beat CAK,” 
Walsh said. “Then, we 
beat Providence Academy 
down there and we hadn’t 
beaten them since I’ve 
been here. I think we were 
0-8 against them.”

G r ac e  d e fe a te d 
Providence Academy, 7-4, 
as Treyson Derry went 
1-for-4 with a double and 
three RBI’s. Chase Collin 
singled, scored and drove 
in a run. Ben Hamilton sin-
gled and scored twice.

Collin started on the 
mound for the Rams. He 
posted a solid perfor-
mance as he went 5.1 
innings. He surrendered 
four runs (two earned) 
and seven hits. He had 
three strikeouts before 
giving way to reliever Max 
Misenhimer, who allowed 
one hit and one walk over 
one inning. Tyler Kiely 
picked up the win in relief 
for Grace.

“The win over Providence 
Academy was a big one for 
our program,” Walsh said.

Grace opened tourna-
ment play Wednesday with 
a 6-0 loss to Clarksville 
Academy at MTCS. In their 
tournament opener, the 
Rams managed just four 
hits and committed five 
errors.

Eighth grader Easton 
Housewright had s double 
in the contest.

TKA boys doubles team 
wins state championship

By Ken Lay

The King’s Academy boys 
tennis program now has a 
state championship.

The Lions’ doubles team 
of Chris Cook and Jonah 
Weber won the Division 
II-A Doubles Title Friday 
with a 6-3, 6-4 victory over 
Lausanne’s tandem of 
Nate Wittke and Lockard 
Richardson at the Adams 
Tennis Complex at Old Fort 
Park.

TKA has had state tour-
nament qualifiers in the 
past but the win by Cook 
and Weber secured the 
school’s first-ever state 
tennis championship.

Cook and Weber opened 

tournament play with a 6-1, 
6-0 win over Battle Ground 
Academy’s duo of Evan 
Patel and Max Brisili, earn-
ing a victory in straight sets, 
6-1, 6-0.

In the semifinals, Cook 
and Weber, both seniors, 
outlasted University 
School of Jackson’s team 
of Erick Brasfield and Sam 
Hathcock, 6-2, 6-3.

Also in Division II-A dou-
bles, Concord Christian 
School’s tandem of Lincoln 
Shine and Oliver Houston 
made the tournament 
field but lost to Wittke and 
Richardson in the sets (1-6, 
6-4, 6-1).

In Division II-A singles: 
Christian Academy of 

Knoxville’s Tate Campbell, 
a freshman, lost in the state 
quarterfinals, falling, 6-2, 
6-0, to Jackson Christian 
School junior Jack Veasey.

In the Division II-AA Team 
Championships: The Warriors 
posted a runner-up finish on 
Wednesday as they dropped 
the title match to Lausanne, 
4-1. Quinn Campbell had 
CAK’s lone win in the match.

In the state semifinals, 
the Warriors defeated 
league rival Grace Christian 
Academy, 4-0, as Tate 
Campbell (No. 2), Caleb 
Climer (No. 3), Sam Duzan 
(No. 4) and Camden Oakley 
(No. 5) claimed singles 
victories.

TSSAA SPRING FLING 32: BOYS' TENNIS

Young  Rams finish 
third in Division II-A 

State Tournament

By Ken Lay

When the 2025 baseball season 
began in March, uncertainty sur-
rounded Farragut High School’s pro-
gram as the Admirals were coming 
off three consecutive Class 4A state 
championships.

During the previous campaign, the 
Admirals said goodbye to a senior 
class that was perhaps the biggest 
in the team’s recent history. Many of 
those players have gone on to play 
in college, and last year’s team is 
arguably the best ever assembled in 
TSSAA history.

Hall-of-Fame head coach Matt 
Buckner retired and Garrett Copeland 
took the reins, facing a rebuilding 
project.

But the Admirals, as it turned out, 
would find themselves back at the 
Spring Fling after winning five elimi-
nation games during the district and 
region tournaments as well as in a 
state sectional series on the road.

“We are 5-0 in elimination games 
and that’s pretty special,” Copeland 
said after his team took down 
Kingsport Dobyns-Bennett in the 
recent sectional series to punch its 
ticket back to the state tournament. 

“This team has to have their backs 
against the wall. Apparently, we don’t 
want to things the easy way.”

The Admirals got tired of making 
things hard for themselves as they 
would post a perfect record in the 
Midstate and not face elimination. 
They had to stay an extra day as rain 
pelted Tennessee on Tuesday.

But in the end, the Admirals were 
hoisting another state championship 
trophy after defeating Clarksville, 
11-3, Saturday afternoon at Oakland 
High School.

The Admirals fell behind, 2-0, in the 
bottom of the first inning, but took the 
lead with single runs in the second, 
third and fourth frames. Clarksville 
would knot the game, 3-3, before 
Farragut would take control by tal-
lying once in the fourth, and three 
times in the fifth. The Admirals closed 
the game with a flourish as they 
plated five runs in the top of the sixth.

Braxton Tye, a sophomore for the 
Admirals, went 2-for-3 and belted a 
grand slam in the sixth to give his 
team a 10-3 lead, and Farragut would 
add an insurance run later in the 
frame. 

Aidan Flagg also homered for the 

Admirals (32-11) to give them the 
lead for good in the fourth, while 
Owen Stelzer had three runs and 
drove in three runs in the contest.

On the mound, Farragut got a 
solid performance from senior ace 
and Wofford signee Cole Draper, who 
closed out his high school career by 
pitching a complete game, going 
seven innings. He surrendered three 
runs, eight hits and one walk, while 
striking out five.

Farragut, which has now won four 
consecutive state titles, did not win 
the district tournament or region 
championship. 

The Admirals, however, won four 
straight games in the state tourna-
ment. They edged Independence, 
3-2, and blanked Siegel 1-0 at Siegel 
before eliminating Independence 
with a 9-5 victory on Friday.

“These kids showed up and com-
peted every day,” Copeland said. 
“That’s how it happened.”

This makes the Admirals’14th 
state championship win and they 
now hold more titles than any other 
team. Christian Brothers has 13 state 
championships.

Admirals win fourth consecutive 
state championship with comeback 

victory over Clarksville

The Farragut High School baseball team celebrates its fourth consecutive Class 4A state championship Saturday. The 
Admirals claimed the title by notching an 11-3 comeback victory over Clarksville at Oakland High School in Murfrees-
boro. Photos by Jack Tate.
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AUTHOR’S PREFACE: This story 
dates to a luncheon held in 

March 2014 hon-
oring Rev. David 
McMahan, who 
had been bat-
tling Stage 4 
lung cancer 
and would die 
six weeks later. 
Special guests 
were former Vols 

John Majors and Buddy Cruze, 
both All-American selections in 
the 1956 SEC title season. In one 
memorable moment of many that 
day, Rev. McMahan and longtime 
friend David Lawson unveiled a 
scrapbook they had assembled 
during that season. It had lasted 
in one piece over that time, 
becoming a treasured keepsake. 
As part of the festivities, Majors 
and Cruze recalled their play-
ing days with gentle back-and-
forth exchanges of pleasantries 
characteristic of their long-time 
friendship.   

There’s no hero like the first 
hero, the saying goes. The pas-
sage of time cannot erase the 
memories that begin at a young 
age and continue across the 
years. 

Over the years, schoolboy foot-
ball fans have had their share of 
heroes. 

For 1960 East High School 
graduates David Lawson and 
his “best friend,” the Rev. David 
McMahan, both in their seven-
ties, their first and lasting heroes 
wore orange and white and 
played on the 1956 SEC cham-
pion University of Tennessee 
football team. Shields-Watkins 
Field was the place to be, and 
Tennessee football players were 
the toast of the town. 

That love and admiration 
became abundantly clear when 
their friends and members of 
the local media gathered in 
a back dining room at the 
Captain’s Galley at Exit 417 
off I-40.  

It was an emotional and 
heartwarming time for every-
one as memories of the 1956 
campaign flooded the room 

like rushing waters. Tears flowed 
from many of the participants, 
arriving in many cases before 
anyone knew they were coming. 

For his part, Rev. McMahan 
was in the midst of fighting a cou-
rageous battle against Stage 4 
lung cancer, and while his words 
often came with great difficulty, 
they were heartfelt and moving.  

There were other heroes in 
those days, Lawson mention-
ing Arnold Palmer and Mickey 
Mantle, but Tennessee All-
American wide receiver Buddy 
Cruze, No. 86, and Heisman 
Trophy runner-up Johnny Majors, 
No. 45, earned the lion’s share of 
the group’s attention and admira-
tion over the years. 

One of the finest athletes in 
Knoxville prep history, Cruze was 
a Mountaineer football and bas-
ketball star, moving to East High 
School after Knox High closed 
down in the early 1950s.  

Majors, claimed equally by 
the Middle Tennessee towns of 
Lynchburg and Huntland and 
known in his collegiate days as 
“Drum” or “Solid Gold Cadillac,” 
was on his way to becoming one 
of the most beloved players in 
Tennessee history. 

Lawson and Rev. McMahan 
lived and died with the Vols from 
their earliest memories. He and 
McMahan painstakingly and lov-
ingly assembled a scrapbook 
honoring their heroes and that 
special 1956 season.  

Lawson said Rev. McMahan did 
“99.9%” of the work, calling his 
effort a “work of art.” 

Whoever did what, the finished 
product was a marvel to behold, 
telling the story of that season 
“all the way through.” 

Starting with the opening game 
against Auburn, Rev. McMahan 
pasted the essential facts of 
each game, pictures, Dyergram 

and newspaper clippings on 
wide-ruled notebook paper, 
assembling a document that 
has survived the 58 interven-
ing years, despite the problems 
people often face in holding on 
to such important “stuff.” 

Majors and Cruze, were their 
special guests and engaged in 
friendly banter discussing those 
long-ago days on campus, playing 
for head coach Bowden Wyatt.  

“When Buddy and I get togeth-
er, it’s hard for either of us to get 
a word in edgewise,” Majors said. 
“My ego never gets out of control 
when Buddy’s around.” 

When Majors mentioned 

running the run-pass option out 
of the single-wing, Cruze wryly 
noted that Majors “threw it end 
over end, and I had the option to 
catch either end.” 

Each man claimed credit for 
the other earning All-America 
honors – Majors talking about 
throwing the ball, Cruze talk-
ing about catching it – and the 
debate focusing on the passes 
being perfect or the catches 
being exceptional.  

“Buddy Cruze is a real hero,” 
Lawson said, with some consider-
able emotion in his voice and the 
recollection that Cruze’s family 
had once bought the Lawson’s 

family home on Castle Avenue. “I 
have a hard time saying it, but I 
don’t know what else to say.”  

He then looked at Majors and 
said the same thing, praising 
Majors for taking time out to call 
and see how Rev. McMahan was 
doing a few years back. 

At the end of it all, the day 
was all about Rev. McMahan, 
as his life and example passed 
in review. He was, as someone 
noted, a fan in the best sense of 
the word. 

“Today is a tribute to the life 
he’s led and his determination,” 
Lawson said, leading a toast to 
his buddy.

Continued from page 1

By Tom 
Mattingly

'No hero like the first hero' 

Buddy Cruze (L) and John Majors are shown at ceremonies honoring Cruze’s induction into the East High 
School Hall of Fame. 

3-6, 6-4).
In the semifinals, Feaster 

and Schroeffel knocked off 
Collierville’s tandem of Anvi 
Sampat and Jamie Pritchett 
(6-1, 6-1).

In Division I Class 2A sin-
gles: Hardin Valley Academy 
junior Madison Huffman 
posted a runner-up finish as 
she reached the champion-
ship match as she lost White 
Station’s Emma Wang 6-4, 
6-3.

Huffman opened tourna-
ment play with a 6-0, 6-1 
victory Dickson County’s 
Hannah Brewer. She ousted 
Emma Baker (Page), 6-0, 6-1.

Huffman posted a com-
bined record of 25-1 in sin-
gles and doubles. She also 
won  the district and region 
singles titles after coming 
back from injury.

In the Division II-A Team 
Championships:  Grace 
Christian Academy lost to 
Lausanne, 4-0, in the state 
quarterfinals.

In Division II-A singles: 
Christian Academy of 
Knoxville senior Larkin 
Bristow lost in the state quar-
terfinals when she retired due 
to injury.

In Division II-A doubles: The 
King’s Academy duo of Maya 
Jose and Audrianna Hall 
made the tournament field 
before being eliminated in 
the quarterfinals.

Local girls 
shine at 

state tennis 
championships
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with a low shot to the far 
corner, giving Grace an 
early advantage.

“In a game, the longer it 
stays scoreless, the longer 
both teams start to get a 
little anxious and you'll 
make mistakes or some-
thing,” said Brooks. “So 
that let us relax and it put 
a lot of pressure on them.” 

The game stayed 1-0 
until the 58th minute, when 
Grace had a free kick only 
20 yards away from the 
Webb goal. Senior midfield-
er Pedro Ungarello, who 
would be named tourna-
ment MVP, blasted a shot 
into the upper far corner, 
giving Grace a 2-0 lead.

“We were cruising then,” 
said Brooks. “And that's 
the kind of quality like, you 
can't coach that. You just 

put your guys into posi-
tions, and you say, ‘Hey, 
go hit this shot’ and holy 
moley, he hit a shot. So 
yeah, that was a great, 
great goal. That's really put 
the icing on the cake.”

Grace didn’t let up, 
scoring their third goal 
only a couple of minutes 
later when senior striker 
Felipe Evans forced a turn-
over and pushed the ball 
through a wide-open goal.  
After that, only 20 minutes 
remained, and there was 
no rally coming from the 
Feet.

“This is about how the 
season's gone so far for 
us,” said Brooks. “I mean, 
if you look at our shot 
counts, where, you know, 
there have been a couple 
of games where we've been 
over 40 and allow one shot 

on frame the entire game. 
So, this is definitely the 
best team (The Webb 
School) that we've played 
all season. I mean, they're 
very good. But it's one of 
those things where we tell 
the guys, this is how we're 
going to play today. Just 
make sure you do your jobs. 
And then we let the guys go 
be creative on offense. And 
that's one of the things that 
with high school teams, you 
don't see a whole lot of cre-
ativity and you see our guys 
moving into positions and 
making moves and combi-
nations and stuff. So that's 
the most challenging game 
we've had, probably this 
year. But the guys were 
ready to play.”

Grace Christian wins Division II-A title
Cont. from page 1

TSSAA SPRING FLING 32: BOYS' SOCCER

By Mark Nagi

T he  S ou t h - D oy le 
Cherokees knew that 
defending their AA state 
title in boys soccer was 
going to be tough.

They got past Hume-Fogg 
4-0 in the state quarterfi-
nals and then beat Knox 
County rival Fulton 3-1 in 
the semifinals.

But on Friday, May 23, 
the Cherokees ran into a 
talented and motivated 
Station Camp team in the 
AA title game, falling 3-1.

Station Camp had out-
scored their opponents 
an astounding 16-0 in 
their first two games in 
Murfreesboro, and then 
jumped out to a quick 2-0 
lead over the Cherokees, 
with both goals coming in 
the first 16 minutes.

But South-Doyle (18-2-3) 
wasn’t going down without 
fighting back. In the 22nd 
minute, Jude Straussfogel 
and Roger Oseguera Cruz 
pushed into the Bison box 
and fed Cameron Harp. 

He turned and put it into 
the Station Camp net with 
his left foot, bringing S-D 
within a goal.

The Cherokees had found 
their footing and played the 
Bison to a stalemate for 
nearly the rest of the half. 
But with 33 seconds left, 
Cherokees defender Finn 
Straussfogel was whistled 
for taking down a Bison 
player in the box. The ref-
eree immediately pointed 
to the penalty spot.

Despite Straussfogel’s 
protests, a penalty kick was 
awarded, and Ryan Hendon 
beat Jonah Mitchell, giving 
Station Camp a 3-1 lead at 
the break. It was his second 
goal of the game. Hendon 
would later be named tour-
nament MVP.

Midway through the 
second half, things start-
ed to fall apart for South-
Doyle. Their head coach, 
Sam Mitchell, was ejected 
after receiving two yellow 
cards.

A couple of minutes later, 

South-Doyle had signs of 
life when they were award-
ed a penalty kick of their 
own. But Roger Oseguera 
Cruz‘s effort was stopped 
by Bison goalkeeper 

Holden Preston.
South-Doyle never seri-

ously threatened after 
that, and their dreams of 
going back-to-back were 
squashed.

“Honestly, I thought it 
was a great game, great 
fight by both sides. I hate 
when officials take it over,” 
said Mitchell.

South-Doyle beat Station 

Camp in last year’s semi-
finals on their way to the 
state championship. This 
year, the Bison returned 
the favor.

By Mark Nagi

Time and time again this 
season, the Hardin Valley 
Hawks boys soccer team 
fought through adversity.

At the state tourna-
ment in Murfreesboro, the 
Hawks did it again, winning 
three games in three days 
to capture the AAA champi-
onship, their second in pro-
gram history.

“These guys, their bond, 
the strength of their rela-
tionships… I think it's why 
that happens,” said HVA 
head coach Ray Dover. 
“They love each other so 
much that when something 
bad happens, you're not 
going to let it go… they're 
not going to not going to go 
quietly.”

The Hawks rallied from 
a 2-0 deficit against rival 
Bearden in the quarterfi-
nals to win 3-2, and followed 
that up with a tight 1-0 win 
against Hendersonville in 
the semifinals. But the ulti-
mate sign of their persever-
ance came in the title game 
on Friday, May 23 against 
Bartlett.

The Hawks led 2-1 
and 3-2, only to see the 
Panthers tie the game 
each time. Bartlett scored 
with less than five min-
utes remaining to even the 

game at 3.
“They were equalized 

twice and still won the 
match,” said Dover. “This 
is so crazy that it's hard for 
me to put it into words. I 
would never have thought 
that that, you know, that I 

would be lucky enough to 
be in this position.”

With less than three min-
utes remaining, senior Ben 
Brophy finished off his HVA 
career in style. He collect-
ed a loose ball, struck it 
clean from 25 yards away, 

and beat the Bartlett goal-
keeper thanks in part to a 
fortunate bounce.

That was his 80th and 
final goal at Hardin Valley, 
which now puts him at the 
top of the Hawks' record 
book.

“That was kind of like, 
you know, something that 
you'd see in the movie,” 
said Dover. “That was just 
incredible.”

Brophy, a Maryville 
College commit, had the 
game-winning penalty 

kick goal against Bearden 
and then converted a PK 
in the 79th minute of a 
scoreless game to beat 
Hendersonville.

In the finals, Asher 
Stimson was named tour-
nament MVP after scoring 
the first two goals for the 
Hawks. Midway through the 
second half, Hawks senior 
forward Nathan Holbrook 
put HVA ahead 3-2.

But it was Brophy’s late 
game heroics that secured 
the biggest victory of the 
season.

Their run to the champi-
onship this season basical-
ly started last May, when 
Hardin Valley was beaten 
in Sectionals.

“They didn’t want that 
pain again,” said Dover. 
“We talked about this year, 
is like we're just chasing a 
feeling. What kind of tears 
do you want to have at the 
end of this? Do you want 
to have joyous tears, or do 
you want to have sorrow 
tears?”

That joyous feeling fol-
lowed the Hawks all the 
way back to Knoxville.

Three wins in three days lead HVA to AAA soccer title

The Hardin Valley Academy Hawks were excited to bring back the state title last Friday.

South-Doyle falls 
in AA title game

Defending champs South-Doyle lost to Station Camp, 3-1, in the state championship Friday.
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FOR MORE DETAILS & TERMS VISIT: www.powellauction.com

Auction & Realty

6729 Pleasant Ridge Road
Knoxville, TN 37921

865-938-3403
K e n n y  P h i l l i p s ,  A u c t i o n e e r  -  L i c  #  2 3 8 5

O N L I N E  O N L Y  E S T A T E  A U C T I O N
SELLING ON BEHALF OF THE RAY COX ESTATE

BIDDING BEGINS TO CLOSE: 
PERSONAL PROPERTY | MONDAY, JUNE 2ND AT 6PM (ET)
REAL ESTATE | TUESDAY, JUNE 3RD AT 12PM - NOON (ET)

320 E RACCOON VALLEY DRIVE - HEISKELL, TN 37754 
56.56+/- Acres Offered in 5 Tracts

Ranging from 5 to 20+/- Acres
Over 1900' of Road Frontage - Creek Frontage

Fixer Upper Homes - Barns

E BULLRUN VALLEY DRIVE - HEISKELL, TN 37754
21.01+/- acres offered as a whole

Bullrun Creek along the entire southern boundary
Over 1700' of road frontage

OVER 1000 LOTS OF PERSONAL PROPERTY TO BE SOLD INCLUDING:
(2) Massey Ferguson tractors, Ford 3000 tractor, (2) John Deere 420

crawlers, IH Scout 80, round baler, Toro zero turn mower, Stihl brush
trimmer & chainsaws, hay spears, pond scoops, vintage plows,

David Bradley plows, horse drawn sickle bar mowers, John Deere &
McCormick drills, yard boxes, bushhog, portable saw, concrete
mixer, discs, drags, Woods finish mowers, hay rings, landscape

seeder,bunk feeders, water troughs, gates & panels, chute trailer, 6'
tiller, 7' bogs, hay rakes, trailers, ladders, saw mill, oak hardwood

flooring, Baldwin piano, dining room table & chairs, vintage books,
vintage pottery, oil lamps, blue jars, crocks, Craftsman tools,

assorted hand tools, child games & toys, 1960s furniture, ammo,
Grizzly table saw, bandsaw, planer, drum sander & wood lathe, 

and MORE - TOO MUCH TO LIST!!!

2 GORGEOUS ACREAGE TRACTS AND 
PERSONAL PROPERTY TO BE SOLD

PREVIEW/INSPECTION TO BE HELD AT
320 E RACCOON VALLEY DRIVE

MONDAY, JUNE 2ND FROM 10AM-4PM (ET)

Grace Christian wins Division II-A title

By Steve Williams

Farragut’s boys track 
and field team gave Coach 
Chelsea Osborne quite a 
going-away present by win-
ning the Class AAA state 
championship by one point 
Thursday night at the Dean 
A. Hayes Track & Soccer 
Stadium at MTSU.

The longtime Farragut 
head coach in track 
and cross country had 
announced earlier this 
season she would be step-
ping down after 18 years.      

The Admirals edged 
Whitehaven 65-64 in the 
team scoring. Brentwood 
placed third with 47 points.

Farragut clinched the 

state title in the final event 
(4x400).

Senior Evan Beeler 
played a big part in the vic-
tory by winning the 1600 
and 800 runs in 4:16.93 
and and 1:53.29, respec-
tively. Evan also may have 
had a hand in the 4x400 
relay win (3:20.50).

Bryce Thompson also 
played a strong part in the 
surprise as he won the shot 
put with a mark of 58-4¾ 
and took second in the 
discus event with a throw 
of 171-4.

Every little bit helped, 
like senior Tanner Coggin’s 
second place showing in 
the 3200 run (9:21.19).

Hardin Valley’s Garrett 

Hawkins won the 3200 
with a time of 9:16.16. 
Teammate Gabe Allen took 
third in the 1600 (4:20.13).

Rylan Moser-Bryan 
scored points for Karns 
with his third place finish 
in the 800 (1:56.48).

Central’s 4x100 relay 
team was runner-up with a 
time of 41.86.

In the field events, 
Bearden’s Gavin Bailey 
placed second in the pole 
vault, crossing over the bar 
at 14-6. Halls’ Brody Foster 
cleared the same height 
but was third.

Myles Crayton of Austin-
East was a double winner 
in Class AA as he won the 
200 dash in 22.33 and the 

400 in 48.44.
Gibbs’ Milo Willets won 

the 300 hurdles in 39.39 
and took third in the 200 
(22.45).

John Caldwell, Gibbs 
senior, placed second in 
the high jump at 6-2.

In Division II -A A , 
Catholic’s Jr Fowler placed 
second in the shot put (61-
5¾) and discus (175-10).

CAK’s 4x800 relay 
placed second in Division 
II-A with a time of 8:20.48. 
Silas Fulford came in third 
in the pole vault at 12-0. 
Teammate Graham Lloyd 
took third in the 3200 run 
(10:04.05).

By Steve Williams

High school track and 
cross country standout 
Keegan Smith was unable 
to run in the TSSAA state 
meet last week due to a 
stress fracture in his right 
femur bone.

“I was feeling some symp-
toms of it at the KIL meet,” 
said Smith last Thursday.

Running in a qualifying 
race for the state meet 
was the last time he ran. 
He had planned to run the 
3200 and 800 in his last 
TSSAA state meet.

“It was definitely not how 
I wanted to end it,” said 
Keegan.

“The recovery process 
is four to six weeks of no 

running and maybe longer,” 
said Smith, who has been 
working with his personal 
trainer. “Right now I just fin-
ished the second week.”

The University of 
Colorado signee said he 
is scheduled to leave in 
late June for Colorado. He 

thinks he should be able to 
run by the time he moves 
out there.

“Hopefully in about four 
weeks I will be back to jog-
ging,” he said.

Keegan also said he 
might red shirt his fresh-
man year.

BASEMENT OR 
CRAWLSPACE LEAKING??

Don’t overpay the nationwide 
companies by the thou$ands when 
MOLD TOX, LLC can install a dry-up 

system for a fraction of the cost!
BBB Accredited Business with A+ Rating

TN Charter #4410

(865) 524-1227     (865) 453-1880
www.moldtox.com

SPRING FLING 32: BOYS’ TRACK AND FIELD

PHOTO BY BARRY HOUCHIN

Farragut's Evan Beeler looks pleased with his performance 
in the 800-meter run at the TSSAA state track meet Thurs-
day. He also won the 1600.

Admirals give their coach 
a nice ‘going away’ present

PHOTO BY JACK TATE

Members of the Farragut High track team on the podium after winning the TSSAA Class 3A state championship Thurs-
day at MTSU. At far right, Head Coach Chelsea Osborne holds the championship plaque. Osborne is retiring from 
coaching after this season.

Smith misses state meet 
with stress fracture
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By Steve Williams

Webb School’s girls were 
just too talented for the 
rest of the state this year.

The Lady Spartans cap-
tured three state titles in 
the Division II-AA distance 
events, two in the dash 
events and one each in 
the relays and field events 
to pile up 130 points at 
MTSU last week. Harpeth 
Hall (87) and Lipscomb 
Academy (81) were a dis-
tant second and third while 
rival Knoxville Catholic 
came in fourth with 77 
points.

Carolina Areheart ran an 

impressive time of 2:09.43 
in the 800 run, finishing 
better than six seconds 
ahead of the runner-up.

Calysta Garmer was 
clocked in 4:49.41 in the 
1600 run, while twin sister 
Jazzlyn Garmer came in 
second at 4:51.32. They 
also finished 1-2 in the 
3200, with Calysta just a 
little ahead with her time 
of 10:31.20.

The Lady Spartans also 
prevailed in the 4x800 
relay (9:39.72) and placed 
second in the 4x200 
(1:42.07).

Senior Lennox Langham 

racked up points with first 
place in the triple jump (40-
2). She finished second in 
the long jump (18-7), an 
inch short of the winner.

Freshmen Lacy Young 
and Simone Romain placed 
first and third in the 100 
and 200 dash events, with 
Lacy timed at 11.79 and 
24.97. Catholic’s Chloe 
Truss came in second in 
both events.

Tallulah Carney contrib-
uted third place points to 
Webb’s total with her high 
jump of 5-4.

Senior Maggie Frana led 
the Catholic girls, finishing 

in first place in the discus 
(132-9) and third in the 
shot put (35-11 ¼).

Catholic junior Payton 
Sipos placed second in the 
300 hurdles (44.9) and 
third in the 110 hurdles 
(14.68). The Lady Irish 
also took third place in the 
4x400 (4:04.64).

In Division II-A, CAK’s 
Amelia Wedemeyer placed 
second in the 300 hurdles 
(45.95) and third in the 
100 hurdles (15.41). The 
Lady Warriors’ Lily Johnson 
came in third with a 34-6 
mark in the triple jump. 
CAK also placed third in the 

4x400 (4:14.90).
In Class AAA, West sopho-

more Mackenzie Elsenberg 
took second place with a 
5-4 high jump. Farragut 
senior Katie Edmunds was 
runner-up in the pole vault 
at 11-6.

Fulton’s 4x100 relay 

team came in second 
place with a time of 48.9 
in Class AA. Gibbs junior 
Addison Miller was third in 
the 400 dash with a time of 
57.36. Josalyn Thompson, 
Seymour junior, took third 
in the 100 hurdles (15.63). 

Carolina Areheart of Webb crosses the finish line about 20 
meters ahead of the runner-up in dominating the 800-me-
ter run Wednesday at the TSSAA state meet.

Webb freshman sprinters Simone Romain (left) and Lacy Young contributed to the Lady 
Spartans' big point total at TSSAA state meet last week.

SPRING FLING 32: GIRLS’ TRACK AND FIELD

Webb sparkles with 130 
points in Division II-AA

PHOTOS BY BARRY HOUCHIN

Webb's 4x800 state champion team on the awards podium at MTSU last week during Spring Fling 32. From left to right: 
Emma Cissna, Gaby Bainbridge, Ariana Vargas and Carolina Areheart.

RBI double over the right 
fielder’s head easily scored 
Smith. With only one out, 
Brianna Baker’s ground 
out to second brought in 
Williams to tie the score.

Neither team scored 
in the second inning, but 
Lacey Keck’s sizzling single 
past first base in the third 
brought courtesy runner 
Madilynn Rutherford into 
the game. Williams’ RBI 
double scored Rutherford 
to break the tie, but 
Williams was thrown out 
trying to stretch her two-
bagger into a triple.

Gibbs’ 3-2 lead held up 
the rest of the way, much 
like it has all season … and 
that’s with Lacey Keck in 
the circle.

“I’ve pitched every game 
but I think maybe two,” 
said the senior left-hand-
er, who has signed with 
Carson-Newman.

“I like that I have the ball 
every single play and I can 
control what happens on 
the mound. I’ll know where 
the ball is going if I hit it in 
the right spot.” 

Lacey has been Gibbs’ 
main pitcher for four 
seasons.

After rain postponed 
Spring Fling 32’s open-
ing day of softball, Gibbs 
posted a 12-1 win in 4½ 
innings with the mercy rule 
in effect in its resched-
uled state opener against 
Covington Wednesday 
morning.

Gibbs won its side of the 
bracket, which included 
four teams, with a 1-0 win 
over Creek Wood Thursday. 
The Lady Eagles scored the 

game’s only run in the top 
of the first inning. Smith 
got aboard on a base on 
balls and then stole second 
base. Williams’ RBI single 
to left field scored Smith.

Gibbs outlasted DeKalb 
County in the winner-take-
all game 1-0 in 10 innings 
Friday.

With the international 
tie-breaker rule in effect, 
both teams placed a runner 
on second base to start 
the 10th inning. After the 
Lady Tigers (26-6-1) didn’t 
score, Savanna Melo was 
placed on second base 
at the beginning of Gibbs’ 
10th inning. After a fly out, 
Smith bunted for a single 
and then took second base 
on defensive indifference. 
Keck’s line drive to right 
field scored Melo for the 
winning run.

Williams and Smith were 
Gibbs’ top two hitters at 
state. Williams totaled 
three runs, eight hits and 
five RBI in 13 at-bats. 
Smith scored five runs and 
had eight hits in 15 at-bats.

Williams’ hits in the tour-
nament included one home 
run, two triples and two 
doubles. Lacey Keck had 
three doubles in the first 
game. Baker and Maddi 
Whaley each had a home 
run in the first game.

In the 29 innings Keck 
pitched at state, she gave 
up only 13 hits, two earned 
runs and four bases on 
balls, while recording 23 
strikeouts.

It was the 12th state 
championship for Gibbs, 
which ended the season 
with a 41-3 record.

Farragut 
goes two and 

out at state
Farragut made it back to 

state, but the stay was a 
short one.

Dickson County handed 
the Lady Admirals a 5-1 
loss Wednesday morning 
and Stewarts Creek elimi-
nated Coach Nick Green’s 
team 15-5 in five innings 
that afternoon.

The Cougars jumped out 
to a 3-0 lead in the first two 
innings.

Elsa Morrison drove in 
Rylee Raby in the third 
inning to cut the deficit to 
3-1, but Farragut would get 
no closer.

Sophomore pitcher Hallie 
Grace Johnson took the 
loss.

Winning pitcher Coralee 
Lee Grove struck out 10 
and also went 3 for 4 at 
the plate.

In the second game, the 
opposition again built an 
early 3-0 lead. Farragut 
battled back to get within 
7-4 in the fourth inning, 
but the Red Hawks scored 
eight in the fifth inning and 
the game was called via the 
10-run rule.

Stewarts Creek had 19 
hits.

Farragut’s season ended 
with a 30-13-1 record.

Gibbs wins three close 
ones for 12th state title
Cont. from page 1
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THE KING’S ACADEMY

POWELL HIGH WEST HIGH

KNOXVILLE CATHOLIC

Kendall Hubbs
Valedictorian

Grace Page
Salutatorian

Addyson Wilson
Valedictorian

Trystan Davis
Salutatorian

Alyssa Allen
Valedictorian

Bryden Chesney
Salutatorian

Maggie Frana
Sedes Sapientiae recipient

Grant Odom
Sedes Sapientiae  recipient

Jack Magee
Valedictorian

Tim Acosta
Salutatorian

Ada Aytug
Valedictorian

Christopher Rector
Salutatorian

BEARDEN HIGH CARTER HIGH

CHRISTIAN ACADEMY CONCORD CHRISTIAN

FARRAGUT HIGH

Lauren Johnson
Valedictorian

Kaylin Mata
Valedictorian

Sameer Nathawat
Salutatorian

Jackson Townsend
Valedictorian

Allie Daft
Salutatorian

Jonah Weber
Salutatorian

HARDIN VALLEY

KARNS HIGH

Grayce Barnes
Valedictorian

Ellie Garland
Salutatorian

Ian Anderson
Valedictorian

Gabriella Harrison
Salutatorian

CAREER MAGNET

Shuyu Sophie Lu
Valedictorian

Eric Zhang
Salutatorian

Garet Lopez
Valedictorian

Chase Bowin
Salutatorian

Yuqi Wang
Valedictorian

Jacob Anderson
Salutatorian

The Knoxville Focus 
would like to applaud 

the Class of 2025!
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PUBLIC NOTICE
SALE OF VALUABLE REAL PROPERTY 

UNDER DECREE OF THE KNOX 
COUNTY CHANCERY COURT 

TAX SALE 
# 23b and 24b

STATE OF TENNESSEE EX REL., 
vs. DELINQUENT TAXPAYERS, 
DOCKET NO.s 201957-2 AND 

206416-3 AND 
CONSOLIDATED CASES:

The above styled judicial proceeding was 
filed by Knox County and City of Knoxville for 
the purpose of collecting delinquent real property 
taxes and enforcement of the first lien securing 
such taxes.  Pursuant to the two DECREES 
CONFIRMING THE REPORT OF THE CLERK AND 
MASTER AND ORDERING SALES entered in the 
above cause on the 29th of November, 2022, and 
on June 17, 2024, respectively, in the Chancery 
Court for Knox County, Tennessee, the parcels 
listed in this notice will be sold at public auction, 
to the highest bidder for cash, in the Large 
Assembly Room of the City-County Building, 400 
Main Avenue, Knoxville, Tennessee on 30th day 
of May 2025 at 10:00 A.M.  The property to be 
offered for sale at auction is described as follows:

TAX ID: 070IC-048       TAX SALE: 23B
TRUSTEE FILE:  114 
OWNER(S) & ADDRESS(ES):
Mark Anthony Burros
2623 Avondale Ave.
Knoxville, TN  37917
COMMON DESCRIPTION: 
2623 Avondale Ave.
L. 45, Whittle Hgts Add.
50 x 150
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  

SITUATED in District Two of Knox County, Tennessee, 
within the 16th Ward of the City of Knoxville, and being 
known as Lot 45, Whittle Heights Addition, as shown on 
plat of record in Map Cabinet A, Slide 90B (old Map Book 
3, page 143), in the Knox County Register’s Office, to which 
plat specific reference is hereby made for a more particular 
description.

BEING the same property conveyed to Mark Anthony 
Burros by Quitclaim Deed from Michael Kyle Burros, 
married, dated August 16, 2004, recorded as Instrument No. 
200408180015021, in the Knox County Register’s Office.
ENCUMBRANCES:

1. Gault Financial, LLC, assignee of Chase 
Bank, recorded a judgment against Mark A. Burros, 2623 
Avondale Ave., Knoxville, TN, in the amount of $2,066.36, 
plus interest and costs, dated August 11, 2010, recorded 
as Instrument No. 201011090029524, Knox County 
Register’s Office.
Serve:  Thompson & Booth, P.C., Attorney for Plaintiff.  No 
business address listed.  Phone; 888-231-4055.

2. LVNV Funding LLCP recorded a judgment 
against Mark A. Burros, 2623 Avondale Ave., Knoxville, 
TN, in the amount of $1,390.53, plus interest and 
costs, dated July 12, 2010, recorded as Instrument No. 
201104140060776, Knox County Register’s Office.
Serve: Shon Leverett, Attorney for Plaintiff.  No business 
address listed.  Phone 502-560-6700.

3. State of Tennessee Department of Human 
Services, Child Support Services, filed a Notice of Lien 
against Mark A. Burros, of 2623 Avondale Ave., Knoxville, 
TN in the amount of $12, 273.76, plus interest, dated August 
21, 2015, recorded as Instrument No. 201508270013160, 
Knox County Register’s Office.

4. State of Tennessee for the use and benefit 
of Knox County, Tennessee filed a Clerk and Master 
Report and Notice of Tax Sale Results against delinquent tax 
payers, dated October 10, 2019, recorded as Instrument No. 
201910100025231, in the Knox County Register’s Office.
Serve:  Howard Hogan, Clerk and Master, 400 Main St., 
#125, Knoxville, TN 37902.
NOTATION OF ANY WILL OR PROBATE PROCEEDING 
WITH RESPECT TO THE LAST RECORD TITLE HOLDER:   
None
NOTATION OF ANY CURRENT BANKRUPTCY 
PROCEEDING AGAINST THE LAST RECORD TITLE 
HOLDER: None
OTHER MATTERS AFFECTING TITLE:

1. Subject to matters depicted on map of record 
in Map Cabinet A, Slide 90B, in the Knox County Register’s 
Office.

We certify that this opinion represents research from May 
7, 1990 through May 7, 2020, inclusive.
ATTORNEY NAME AND BPR NUMBER

Lee Ownby, Attorney
BPR No. 006198

PAYMENT INFORMATION 
Tennessee Valley Title Insurance Co.
800 S. Gay Street, Suite 1700
Knoxville, TN  37929
TOTAL TAXES, INTEREST, PENALTY FEES AND 

COSTS DUE TO KNOX COUNTY, TENNESSEE THRU 
THE YEAR 2024 AS OF MAY 2025: $ 5,224.44

TOTAL TAXES, INTEREST, PENALTY FEES AND 
COSTS DUE TO THE CITY OF KNOXVILLE THRU THE 
YEAR 2024 AS OF MAY 2025: $ 5,095.10 

TAX ID: 092CB-028        TAX SALE: 24B
TRUSTEE FILE: 388
OWNER(S) & ADDRESS(ES):
Franklin D. Jeffries and wife, Charlotte D. Jeffries
(listed in public records)
6135 Cougar Drive, Knoxville, TN  37921
COMMON DESCRIPTION: 
6135 Cougar Drive, Knoxville, TN  37921
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:

SITUATED in District No. Five of Knox County, Tennessee, 
and within the 44th Ward of the City of Knoxville, Tennessee, 
and being known and designated as all of Lot No. 5 in Block 
M in what is known as Hidden Hills Subdivision, Unit 1, a 
Subdivision to Knoxville, Tennessee, as shown by map of 
said Unit of said subdivision of record in Plat Cabinet E, Slide 
2-D, formerly Map Book 51-S, page 22, in the Register’s 
Office for Knox County, Tennessee, to which map specific 
reference is hereby made for a more particular description, 
and as shown by survey of Batson and Himes, Engineers, 
Knoxville, Tennessee, bearing date December 14, 1971, 
said premises are improved with dwelling house fronting on 
Cougar Drive.

BEING the same property conveyed to Franklin D. 
Jeffries and wife, Charlotte D. Jeffries, by Warranty Deed 
dated December 22, 1971, from John Fiser and John W. 
Testerman, Trustees with full power to sell or encumber 

without joinder of beneficiary and without the necessity 
of the purchase looking to the application of the proceeds, 
recorded in Deed Book 1470, page 968, in the Register’s 
Office for Knox County, Tennessee.
DERIVATION: 
BEING the same property conveyed to Franklin D. Jeffries 
and wife, Charlotte D. Jeffries, by Warranty Deed dated 
December 22, 1971, from John Fiser and John W. 
Testerman, Trustees with full power to sell or encumber 
without joinder of beneficiary and without the necessity 
of the purchase looking to the application of the proceeds, 
recorded in Deed Book 1470, page 968, in the Register’s 
Office for Knox County, Tennessee. 
INTERESTED PERSONS (ENCUMBRANCES):
1. 2014 Knox County taxes are delinquent in the 
amount of $1,200.51, if paid in 03/2023;
2015 Knox County taxes are delinquent in the amount of 
$1,661.34, if paid in 03/2023;
2016 Knox County taxes are delinquent in the amount of 
$1,544.16, if paid in 03/2023;
2017 Knox County taxes are delinquent in the amount of 
$1,122.42, if paid in 03/2023;
2018 Knox County taxes are delinquent in the amount of 
$1,031.16, if paid in 03/2023;
2019 Knox County taxes are delinquent in the amount of 
$939.90, if paid in 03/2023;
2020 Knox County taxes are delinquent in the amount of 
$1,148.64, if paid in 03/2023;
2021 Knox County taxes are delinquent in the amount of 
$905.93, if paid in 03/2023;
2022 Knox County taxes are due in the amount of $510.00, 
if paid in 03/2023.
2. 2014 Knoxville City taxes are delinquent in the 
amount of $1,178.94, if paid in 03/2023;
2015 Knoxville City taxes are delinquent in the amount of 
$2,234.70, if paid in 03/2023;
2016 Knoxville City taxes are delinquent in the amount of 
$2,051.04, if paid in 03/2023;
2017 Knoxville City taxes are delinquent in the amount of 
$1,441.99, if paid in 03/2023;
2018 Knoxville City taxes are delinquent in the amount of 
$1,300.52, if paid in 03/2023;
2019 Knoxville City taxes are delinquent in the amount of 
$1,159.05, if paid in 03/2023;
2020 Knoxville City taxes are delinquent in the amount of 
$1,017.58, if paid in 03/2023;
2021 Knoxville City taxes are delinquent in the amount of 
$876.11, if paid in 03/2023;
2022 Knoxville City taxes are delinquent in the amount of 
$721.18, if paid in 03/2023.
3. Harwell and Harwell, P.C., has a deed of 
trust from Franklin D. Jeffries and wife, Charlotte D. 
Jeffries, dated July 27, 2010, to Kay S. Bacoto, Trustee 
for the benefit of Harwell and Harwell, P.C., in the original 
amount of $25,000.00, recorded as Instrument Number 
201008040007510, in the Register’s Office for Knox 
County, Tennessee.
4. City of Knoxville, has Abstract and Notice 
of Lien Lis Pendens, recorded as Instrument Numbers 
201110060018723, 201402070046909, and corrected in 
Instrument Number 201402110047232, in the Register’s 
Office for Knox County, Tennessee.
5. Deere & Company c/o Lewis Thomason, 
P.C., has a Judgment Lien against Franklin Delano Jeffries, 
recorded as Instrument Number 202212160035269, in the 
Register’s Office for Knox County, Tennessee. 
NOTATION OF ANY WILL OR PROBATE PROCEEDING 
WITH RESPECT TO THE LAST RECORD TITLE HOLDER: 
NONE 
NOTATION OF ANY CURRENT BANKRUPTCY 
PROCEEDING AGAINST THE LAST RECORD TITLE 
HOLDER: NONE
OTHER MATTERS AFFECTING TITLE

1. Subject to restrictions, setbacks, utility and 
drainage easements, zoning ordinances, etc., as shown plat 
of record in Plat Cabinet E, Slide 2-D, formerly Map Book 
51-S, page 22, in the Register’s Office for Knox County, 
Tennessee.

2. Subject to any probate concerns, claims, 
TN Care, etc. regarding the possible death of Franklin D. 
Jeffries.

3. Subject to restrictions of record in Deed Book 
1447, page 660, in the Register’s Office for Knox County, 
Tennessee.

4. Subject to utility and drainage easements of 
5-feet inside all interior lot lines, as shown by plat of record 
aforesaid.

5. Subject to 25-foot front setbacks and zoning all 
other lot lines, as shown by plat of record aforesaid.

6. Franklin Delano Jeffries passed away October 
15, 2019, and was not found to be Probated in Knox 
County, Tennessee. At his time of death, he was survived 
by his spouse, Charlotte Elizabeth Jeffries, also known as 
Charlotte D. Jeffries.  

We certify that this opinion represents research from 
September 1, 1992 through September 1, 2022 inclusive.
ATTORNEY NAME AND BPR NUMBER
A. Nicole Troutt, Attorney, #021726
PAYMENT INFORMATION 
First Priority Title Company, Inc.
100 Dalton Place Way, Suite 103
Knoxville, TN  37912
TOTAL TAXES, INTEREST, PENALTY FEES AND COSTS 
DUE TO KNOX COUNTY, TENNESSEE THRU THE YEAR 
2024 AS OF MAY 2025: $ 10,959.40
TOTAL TAXES, INTEREST, PENALTY FEES AND COSTS 
DUE TO THE CITY OF KNOXVILLE THRU THE YEAR 
2024 AS OF MAY 2025: $ 13,587.80 

************************************

THIS SALE WILL BE MADE PURSUANT TO THE 
DECREE CONFIRMING THE REPORT OF THE 
CLERK AND MASTER AND ORDERING SALE 
ENTERED THE 21st DAY OF APRIL 2025 AND WILL 
BE MADE FOR CASH, SUBJECT TO THE RIGHT OF 
REDEMPTION FOR ONE YEAR.

CLERK AND MASTER FEES AND OTHER COSTS 
WILL BE ADDED TO THE ABOVE TOTALS 
BETWEEN THE ENTRY OF THE REPORTS OF 
THE CLERK AND MASTER AND THE DATE OF 
THE SALE OR ANY RESCHEDULED SALE.  THE 
PROPERTIES MENTIONED IN THE PLEADINGS 
AND AS DESCRIBED ABOVE ARE SOLD SUBJECT 
TO:

(1) ALL ENCUMBRANCES, RESTRICTIONS, 
AND EASEMENTS OF RECORD; AND 
(2) THE INTEREST OF PARTIES NOT LISTED 
ABOVE.     

THIS THE 21ST DAY OF APRIL 2025.     

JUSTIN BIGGS, TRUSTEE
KNOX COUNTY DEPUTY LAW DIRECTOR, 

DELINQUENT TAX ATTORNEY
SCOTT GRISWOLD, CLERK & MASTER

END OF CHANCERY COURT SALE OF 
VALUABLE PROPERTY – TAX SALE 23b & 24b

SALE OF VALUABLE REAL PROPERTY UNDER DECREE OF THE KNOX COUNTY CHANCERY COURT 

TAX SALE # 23b and 24b

COURT 
NOTICES

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE
TO: JAIR BAILEY

IN RE: PROGRESSIVE HAWAII 
INSURANCE CORP.

VS.
CATHERINE GREENE, et al.

NO. 208274-1
IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 

COUNTY, TENNESSEE
In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 

filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant JAIR 
BAILEY, a non-resident of the State of Tennessee, 
or whose whereabouts cannot be ascertained upon 
diligent search and inquiry, so that the ordinary 
process of law cannot be served upon JAIR 
BAILEY described in the complaint, it is ordered 
that said defendant, JAIR BAILEY file an answer 
with the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
at Knoxville, Tennessee and with R. Brett Grimm, 
an Attorney whose address is 507 S. Gay St., 
Knoxville, TN 37901 (PO Box 2466, Knoxville, TN 
37901) within thirty (30) days of the last date of 
publication or a judgment by default will be taken 
against you and the cause will be set for hearing Ex-
Parte as to you before Chancellor John F. Weaver 
at the Knox County Chancery Court, Division I, 400 
Main Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902.

This notice will be published in The Knoxville 
Focus Newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 28th day of APRIL, 2025.
J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO: MICHELLE LEIGH LAWSON
IN RE: DALE RICHARD LAWSON, Plaintiff

v.
MICHELLE LEIGH LAWSON, Defendant

NO. 208144-3
IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 

COUNTY, TENNESSEE
In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 

filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant, 
MICHELLE LEIGH LAWSON, a non-resident of the 
State of Tennessee , or whose whereabouts cannot 
be ascertained upon diligent search and inquiry, so 
that the ordinary process of law cannot be served 
upon MICHELLE LEIGH LAWSON, it is ordered 
that said defendant, MICHELLE LEIGH LAWSON, 
file an answer with the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court at Knoxville, Tennessee and 
with Jake D. Ens, an Attorney whose address is 
200 Prosperity Drive, Suite 217, Knoxville, TN 
37923 within thirty (30) days of the last date of 
publication or a judgment by default will be taken 
against you and the cause will be set for hearing 
Ex-Parte as to you before Chancellor Christopher 
D. Heagerty at the Knox County Chancery 
Court, Division I, 400  Main Street, Knoxville, 
Tennessee 37902.

This notice will be published in The Knoxville 
Focus Newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 14th day of APRIL, 2025.
J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ALEXANDRE AZARENOK
DOCKET NUMBER 90843-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 12th day of 
MAY, 2025, letters of administration in respect 
of the Estate of ALEXANDRE AZARENOK, who 
died on September 19, 2024, were issued to the 
undersigned by Chancery Court, Probate Division, 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to 
file the same with the clerk of the above-named 
court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 

received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve(] 2) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 12th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF ALEXANDRE AZARENOK

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SERGE AZARENOK

101 CRESCENT WAY #2312,
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94134

L. ERIC EBBERT, ATTORNEY
PAUL F. HANNAN, ATTORNEY

9145 CROSS PARK DRIVE, STE. 103
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO: RUTH SUZANNE WORLEY SMITH

IN RE: CASS MICHAEL SMITH
VS.

RUTH SUZANNE WORLEY SMITH

NO. 210879-2
IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 

COUNTY, TENNESSEE
In this Cause, it appearing from the 

Complaint filed, which is sworn to, that the 
defendant RUTH SUZANNE WORLEY SMITH, a 
non-resident of the State of Tennessee, or whose 
whereabouts cannot be ascertained upon diligent 
search and inquiry, so that the ordinary process 
of law cannot be served upon RUTH SUZANNE 
WORLEY SMITH described in the complaint, it 
is ordered that said defendant, RUTH SUZANNE 
WORLEY SMITH file an answer with the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court at Knoxville, 
Tennessee and with David A. Lufkin, Sr., an 

Attorney whose address is 5329 Brown Gap 
Rd., Knoxville, TN 37918, within thirty (30) days 
of the last date of publication or a judgment by 
default will be taken against you and the cause 
will be set for hearing Ex-Parte as to you before 
Chancellor Richard B. Armstrong, Jr. at the Knox 
County Chancery Court, Division II, 400 Main 
Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902.

This notice will be published in a The 
Knoxville Focus Newspaper for four (4) 
consecutive weeks.

This 20th day of May, 2025.

J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF NANCY E. BELCHER
DOCKET NUMBER 90930-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 2nd day 
of MAY, 2025, letters testamentary (or letters 
of administration as the case may be) in respect 
of the Estate of NANCY E. BELCHER, who died 
April 8, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the clerk of the abovenamed court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed 
in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 2nd day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF NANCY E. BELCHER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
LAURIE B. MEYERS

8216 LANDSTONE WAY
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

KARA B. COOLEY
10213 SOUTH RIVER TRAIL

KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

KEITH H. BURROUGHS, ATTORNEY
900 S. GAY STREET, 14TH FLOOR

P. O. BOX 2047
KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOHN FRANKLIN BRANDON
DOCKET NUMBER 90813-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 7 day of MAY, 
2025, letters administration in respect of the Estate 
of JOHN FRANKLIN BRANDON, who died Jan. 30, 
2025, were issued to the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (41 months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 7 day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF JOHN FRANKLIN BRANDON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
CAROL ELIZABETH BARRETT, ADMINISTRATRIX

943 ELSBORN RIDGE ROAD
MARYVILLE, TN 37801

ANNE WEIER, ATTORNEY
212 CATES STREET

MARYVILLE, TN 37801

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LUCILE SMITH CALDWELL
DOCKET NUMBER 90931-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 12th day 
of MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect to 
the Estate of LUCILE SMITH CALDWELL, who died 
March 20, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 12th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF LUCILE SMITH CALDWELL

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
RUFUS HAYNES SMITH, III

4909 BALL ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37931

MACK A. GENTRY, ATTORNEY
P. O. BOX 1990

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES
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NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JAMES DOUGLAS GRIFFIN
DOCKET NUMBER 90896-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 1st day of 
MAY, 2025, Letters Testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of JAMES DOUGLAS GRIFFIN, who died on 
September 4, 2024, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the CHANCERY COURT 
OF KNOX COUNTY, TENNESSEE. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against this estate are required to 
file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) below, otherwise, their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 1st day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF JAMES DOUGLAS GRIFFIN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
CLARA CASSIE GRIFFIN

9335 DEXTER LANE
OOLTEWAH, TN 37363

JANE KAUFMAN JONES, ATTORNEY
8517 KINGSTON PIKE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MICHAEL WAYNE HALL
DOCKET NUMBER 90892-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 1st day of 
MAY, 2025, Letters of Administration in respect 
of the Estate of MICHAEL WAYNE HALL, who died 
February 1, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured and unmatured 
against the estate are required to file the same with 
the Clerk and Master of the above named Court on 
or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) 
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice, if The creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 1st day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF MICHAEL WAYNE HALL

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ROSEMARY HALL

831 FREEMASON STREET
KNOXVILLE, TN 37917

MELISSA WORTLEY LAWING, ATTORNEY
3715 POWERS STREET
KNOXVILLE, TN 37917

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ANTHONY FOSTER HARRIS, SR.
DOCKET NUMBER 90918-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 8 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters administration in respect of the 
Estate of ANTHONY FOSTER HARRIS, SR., who 
died March 6, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 

be forever barred:
(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 

publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 8 day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF ANTHONY FOSTER HARRIS, SR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ANTHONY F. HARRIS, JR., ADMINISTRATOR

447 WEST BROAD STREET
CLINTON, TN 37716

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PATRICIA ANN HEATON
DOCKET NUMBER 90925-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 2nd day of 
MAY, 2025, letters testamentary (or letters of 
administration as the case may be) in respect of the 
Estate of PATRICA ANN HEATON, who died March 
13, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or  unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
of the above-named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if  the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 2nd day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF PATRICA ANN HEATON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
RICHARD DWAYNE BARBEE

926 GLENNSHIRE DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

DUSTIN LANDRY, ATTORNEY
859 EBENEZER ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LUCY L. JETT
DOCKET NUMBER 90916-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of LUCY L. JETT, who died Feb. 13, 2025, 
were issued to the undersigned by the Clerk and 
Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 2 day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF LUCY L. JETT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
PHILIP B. JETT, EXECUTOR
445 TIMBERCREEK DRIVE

MARYVILLE, TN 37803

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF HORACE WAYNE JONES
DOCKET NUMBER 90650-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters administration in respect of the 
Estate of HORACE WAYNE JONES, who died Jan. 
26, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(Al Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 2 day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF HORACE WAYNE JONES

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TERESA JONES, ADMINISTRATRIX

7405 WOOD ROAD
CORRYTON, TN 37721

K. DAVID MYERS, ATTORNEY
P. O. BOX 13

MAYNARDVILLE, TN 37807

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MILDRED M. LOWE
DOCKET NUMBER 90917-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of MILDRED M. LOWE, who died Dec. 1, 
2024, were issued to the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 2 day of MAY, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF MILDRED M. LOWE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KELLEY KINCAID, EXECUTRIX

109 WHITES SCHOOL ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PHYLLIS ANN MCGAHA
DOCKET NUMBER 90914-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of PHYLLIS ANN MCGAHA, who died 
March 6, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 

(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 2 day of MAY, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF PHYLLIS ANN MCGAHA

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JOHNNY ARTHUR MCGAHA, JR., EXCUTOR

1515 REAVES ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JAMES HENRY MCGINNIS
DOCKET NUMBER 90557-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 21st day 
of FEBRUARY, 2025, letters of testamentary (or 
letters of administration as the case may be) in 
respect of the Estate of JAMES HENRY MCGINNIS, 
who died December 28, 2024, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the clerk of the above-named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates described in (1) 
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 21st day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF JAMES HENRY MCGINNIS

PERSONAL REPRESENTIVE(S)
MATTHEW HODGSON

4400 WOODVALE DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

ANDREW J. CRAWFORD, ATTORNEY
5344 NORTH BROADWAY

KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF POLLY MILES MCLEOD
DOCKET NUMBER 90834-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 7 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of POLLY MILES MCLEOD, who died Feb. 14, 
2025, were issued to the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 7 day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF POLLY MILES MCLEOD

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ROBERT LAWRENCE MCLEOD, III, EXECUTOR

4103 TOPSIDE ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

N. CRAIG STRAND, ATTORNEY
7610 GLEASON DRIVE, SUITE 200

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PENNY KELLOGG MCMILLAN
DOCKET NUMBER 90665-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 7 day of MAY, 
2025, letters testamentary in respect of the Estate 
of PENNY KELLOGG MCMILLAN, who died Feb. 14, 
2025, were issued to the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 7 day of MARCH, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF PENNY KELLOGG MCMILLAN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
GREGORY MCMILLAN, EXECUTOR

GREGORY MCMILLAN, ATTORNEY
400 W. MAIN STREET, M-44

KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DAVID DEAN RUSSELL
DOCKET NUMBER 90910-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of DAVID DEAN RUSSELL, who died 
March 4, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with 
the Clerk and Master of the above named court on 
or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) 
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
date of the publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A);or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 2 day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF DAVID DEAN RUSSELL

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ANTHONY RUSSELL, EXECUTOR

2115 MISSISSIPPI AVENUE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37921

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LYNN EARLY SEXTON
DOCKET NUMBER 90845-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 7th day of 
MAY, 2025, letters administration (or letters of 
testamentary as the case may be) in respect of the 
Estate of LYNN EARLY SEXTON, who died January 
18, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident, and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
of the above-named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 

received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 7th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF LYNN EARLY SEXTON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ELIZABETH S. WILLIAMSON

1301 WOODCREST DR.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

COURTNEY D. SCOLLARD, ATTORNEY
10004 MEADOW VISTA CIR.

KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARY LYDA SHELTON
DOCKET NUMBER 90889-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 1st day of 
MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of MARY LYDA SHELTON, who died March 
4, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
of the above-named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 1st day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF MARY LYDA SHELTON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KAREN C. DAVIS

17611 E. FORT VERDE ROAD
RIO VERDE. AZ 85263

MATTHEW C. HARALSON, ATTORNEY
217 EAST BROADWAY AVENUE

MARYVILLE, TN 37804

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF RANDY SMITH
DOCKET NUMBER 90874-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 7 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters administration in respect of 
the Estate of RANDY SMITH, who died Jan. 24, 
2025, were issued to the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death. This the 7 day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF RANDY SMITH

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DANNY E. SMITH, CO-ADMINISTRATOR

449 COOPER LAKE ROAD
ONEIDA, TN. 37841

REBECCA KING, CO-ADMINISTRATOR
P. O. BOX 4496

ONEIDA, TN 37841

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
TIERED ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW FOR REPAIR, REHABILITATION, OR RENOVATION 

OF SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES 
BROAD-LEVEL REVIEW SUMMARY & SITE-SPECIFIC COMPLIANCE STRATEGY

Knox County Community Development has prepared an updated Tiered Environmen-
tal Review (ER) for Repair, Rehabilitati on, or Renovati on of Single-Family Residenti al 
Properti es, Broad-Level Review Summary and Site-Specifi c Compliance Strategy.

Pursuant to 24 CFR Part 58, all U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD)-assisted projects must undergo an Environmental Review (ER) to evaluate the 
environmental impacts of the project and ensure compliance with the Nati onal En-
vironmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other applicable local, state, and federal environ-
mental laws.

This ti ered review follows regulati ons set forth in 40 CFR 1508.28, which allow agen-
cies to streamline the environmental review process by separati ng it into two stages:

1. A broad-level review, which evaluates issues common to similar projects and 
establishes compliance procedures; and

2. Site-specifi c reviews, conducted later for each individual project, using the 
framework established in the broad-level review.

This approach eliminates repeti ti ve documentati on and ensures consistent environ-
mental compliance across similar acti viti es. The ti ered review is not considered com-
plete without both components. Broad-level reviews are typically updated every fi ve 
years.

Knox County originally developed this ti ered review on August 21, 2020, and has up-
dated it to refl ect regulatory changes and evolving program needs.

To solicit feedback from citi zens, public agencies, and other stakeholders, Knox County 
is placing the updated Tiered Environmental Review for Repair, Rehabilitati on, or Ren-
ovati on of Single-Family Residenti al Properti es on public display for 30 days, beginning 
May 28, 2025, and ending June 29, 2025.

The document is available for review:

• In person at: Knox County Grants and Community Development ,400 Main 
Street, Suite 364, Knoxville, TN 37902

• Online at: htt ps://knoxcounty.org/communitydevelopment/

• By request via email or mail: grants@knoxcounty.org

“Si usted necesitara asistencia para este aviso en otro idioma, por favor llame al 
865-694-8880 para mayor información y mencione del Desarrollo Comunitario del 
Condado de Knox.”
Publicati on Date: May 27, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
TIERED ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW FOR REPAIR, REHABILITATION, OR RENOVATION OF 

OLDER-ADULT RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES 
BROAD-LEVEL REVIEW SUMMARY & SITE-SPECIFIC COMPLIANCE STRATEGY

Knox County Community Development has prepared a Tiered Environmental Review 
(ER) for Repair, Rehabilitati on, or Renovati on of Older-Adult Residenti al Properti es, 
Broad-Level Review Summary and Site-Specifi c Compliance Strategy.

Pursuant to 24 CFR Part 58, all U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD)-assisted projects must undergo an Environmental Review (ER) to evaluate the 
environmental impacts of the project and ensure compliance with the Nati onal En-
vironmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other applicable local, state, and federal environ-
mental laws.

This ti ered review follows regulati ons set forth in 40 CFR 1508.28, which allow agen-
cies to streamline the environmental review process by separati ng it into two stages:

1. A broad-level review, which evaluates issues common to similar projects and 
establishes compliance procedures; and

2. Site-specifi c reviews, conducted later for each individual project, using the 
framework established in the broad-level review.

This approach eliminates repeti ti ve documentati on and ensures consistent environ-
mental compliance across similar acti viti es. The ti ered review is not considered com-
plete without both components. Broad-level reviews are typically updated every fi ve 
years.

Knox County originally developed this ti ered review on August 21, 2020, and has up-
dated it to refl ect regulatory changes and evolving program needs.

To solicit feedback from citi zens, public agencies, and other stakeholders, Knox County 
is placing the Tiered Environmental Review for Repair, Rehabilitati on, or Renovati on 
of Older-Adult Residenti al Properti es on public display for 30 days, beginning May 28, 
2025, and ending June 29, 2025.

The document is available for review:

• In person at: Knox County Grants and Community Development ,400 Main 
Street, Suite 364, Knoxville, TN 37902

• Online at: htt ps://knoxcounty.org/communitydevelopment/

• By request via email or mail: grants@knoxcounty.org

“Si usted necesitara asistencia para este aviso en otro idioma, por favor llame al 
865-694-8880 para mayor información y mencione del Desarrollo Comunitario del 
Condado de Knox.”
Publicati on Date: May 27, 2025
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NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF RALPH EDWARD TALLENT
DOCKET NUMBER 90922-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of RALPH EDWARD TALLENT, who died 
Feb. 16, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by 
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with 
the Clerk and Master of the above named court on 
or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) 
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
date of the publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A);or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 2 day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF RALPH EDWARD TALLENT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
STACI LEIGH CROSSWHITE, EXECUTRIX

1136 LONG MEADOW DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LEONARD EUGENE VALENTINE
DOCKET NUMBER 90628-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 4th day of 
APRIL, 2025, Letters Testamentary (or Letters 
of  Administration as the case may be) in respect 
of the Estate of LEONARD EUGENE VALENTINE, 
deceased, who died on the 17th day of January, 
2025, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the Clerk 
of the above-named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of such notice at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date 
of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four (4) 
months from the date of first publication or posting 
as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 4th day of APRIL, 2025.

ESTATE OF LEONARD EUGENE VALENTINE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MICHELLE VALENTINE FEARS

608 MOUNT LUBENTIA COURT E
UPPER MARLBORO, MD 20774

ROBERT W. GODWIN, ATTORNEY
4611 OLD BROADWAY
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF WINFIELD SANDERS WHALEY
DOCKET NUMBER 90786-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 22nd day of 
APRIL, 2025, letters testamentary (or letters of 
administration as the case may be) in respect of 
the Estate of WINFIELD  SANDERS WHALEY, who  
died March 9, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with 
the clerk of the above-named court on or before the 
earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise 
their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 22nd day of APRIL, 2025.

ESTATE OF WINFIELD SANDERS WHALEY

PERSONAL  REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ANDREW WILLIAM WHALEY

RYAN N. SHAMBLIN, ATTORNEY
205 MOHICAN STREET
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JAMES WEBB WINSTON
DOCKET NUMBER 90802-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 12th day of 
MAY, 2025, letters of testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of JAMES WEBB WINSTON, who died 
on the 20th day of February, 2025, were issued 
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the clerk of the above-named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) 
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 12th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF JAMES WEBB WINSTON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JAMIE TUDICO, CO-EXECUTOR

RACHAEL MASTER, CO-EXECUTOR
12 LAMAR AVENUE

ASHVEILLE, NC 28803
 

NEVA M. FOUST, ATTORNEY
4641 CHAMBLISS AVENUE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PATRICIA A. WORTHAM
DOCKET NUMBER 90909-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 7 day of MAY, 
2025, letters testamentary in respect of the Estate 
of PATRICIA A. WORTHAM, who died March 12, 
2025, were issued to the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 7 day of MAY, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF PATRICIA A. WORTHAM

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
WILLIAM DAVID WORTHAM, EXECUTOR

6516 VESTINE DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JAMES RAY AILOR, JR.
DOCKET NUMBER 90880-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 1st day of 
MAY, 2025, letters testamentary (or letters of 
administration as the case may be) in respect of the 
Estate of JAMES RAY AILOR, JR., who died July 
21, 2024, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
of the above-named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 1st day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF JAMES RAY AILOR, JR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DENNIS RAY AILOR

1625 TUCSON TRAIL
DANDRIDGE, TN 37725

STEPHEN L. CARPENTER, ATTORNEY
10413 KINGSTON PIKE, SUITE 200

KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CAROLYN E. AMBRISTER
DOCKET NUMBER 90947-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 16th day of 
MAY, 2025, letters of administration in respect of 
the Estate of CAROLYN E. AMBRISTER, who died 
March 5, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with 
the clerk of the above-named court on or before the 
earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise 
their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received  an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 16th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF CAROLYN E. AMBRISTER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
FRANK H. AMBRISTER

9246 ASHEVILLE HIGHWAY
KNOXVILLE, TN 37924

CAROLYN A. GRAVES
10212 CASTLEBRIDGE COURT

KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

LYNN TARPY, ATTORNEY
1111 N. NORTHSHORE DRIVE, SUITE N-290

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LELAND BOSHEARS
DOCKET NUMBER 90938-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 16th day 
of MAY, 2025, letters of testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of LELAND BOSHEARS, who died 
on the 5th day of April, 2025, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 16th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF LELAND BOSHEARS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JEWELL STELMO BOSHEARS

7805 CAMBERLEY DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37849

 
NEVA M. FOUST, ATTORNEY

4641 CHAMBLISS AVENUE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ALBERT LOUIS BRINEGAR
DOCKET NUMBER 90844-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 9 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters administration in respect of 
the Estate of ALBERT LOUIS BRINEGAR, who died 
March 14, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 9 day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF ALBERT LOUIS BRINEGAR

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ALLYSHA LINDSAY, ADMINISTRATRIX

231 SADDLEBROOK DRIVE
MOORE, SC 29369

W. ALLEN MCDONALD, ATTORNEY
249 NORTH PETERS ROAD, SUITE 101

KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF SHARON MORGAN BURRIS
DOCKET NUMBER 90913-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 9 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of SHARON MORGAN BURRIS, 
who died May 11, 2024, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk and 
Master of the above named court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 9 day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF SHARON MORGAN BURRIS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ALYSHIA MCDUFFEY, ADMINISTRATRIX

235 CARTA ROAD, APT M4
KNOXVILLE, TN 37914

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF MARY C. CATE
DOCKET NUMBER 90944-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 16th day 
of MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of MARY C. CATE, who died April 
3, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and nonresident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
of the above-named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice 
less than sixty days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 16th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF MARY C. CATE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JIMMY C. CATE, JR.

1322 KENSINGTON DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

GLENNA W. OVERTON-CLARK, ATTORNEY
9111 CROSS PARK DRIVE, SUITE D200

KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF STEVEN SALVATORE CUTAJAR
DOCKET NUMBER 90879-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 9 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters administration in respect of 
the Estate of STEVEN SALVATORE CUTAJAR, 
who died Oct. 7, 2024, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk and 
Master of the above named court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 9 day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF STEVEN SALVATORE CUTAJAR

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JANELLE H. CUTAJAR, ADMINISTRATRIX

6209 BABELAY ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37924

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BETTY SHANNON DEBUSK
DOCKET NUMBER 90941-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 16th day of 
MAY, 2025, Letters Testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of BETTY SHANNON DEBUSK, who died on 
April 5, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
Estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
of the above-named Court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 16th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF BETTY SHANNON DEBUSK

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DEBORAH DEBUSK LAY

12018 WILLINGHAM DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

RICHARD T. SCROGHAM, JR., ATTORNEY
550 WEST MAIN STREET, SUITE 500

KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JUNE DIANE GORSKI
DOCKET NUMBER 90943-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 19th day of 
MAY, 2025, letters of Administration in respect 
of the Estate of JUNE DIANE GORSKI, who died 
March 7, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
nonresident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with 
the Clerk and Master of the above-named court on 
or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) 
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
date of the publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date this is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 19th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF JUNE DIANE GORSKI

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ANITA FIELD

5020 KEY LARGO LANE
PUNTA GORDA, FL 33955

COURTNEY L. COX, ATTORNEY
4931 HOMBERG DR.

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PATRICK R. HALEY
DOCKET NUMBER 90905-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 16th day 
of MAY, 2025, letters  testamentary (or letters of 
administration as the case may be) in respect of the 
Estate of PATRICK R. HALEY, who died February 
25, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
of the above-named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 16th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF PATRICK R. HALEY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
BRENDA F. STAFFORD

9734 CLEARWATER DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

KAITLYN A. SELL, ATTORNEY
P. NEWMAN BANKSTON, ATTORNEY

900 S. GAY STREET, 14th FLOOR
P. O. BOX 2047

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LARRY WAYNE HURST
DOCKET NUMBER 90795-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 16th day of 
MAY, 2025, Letters Testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of LARRY WAYNE HURST, who died on 
December 2, 2024 were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against this estate are required to file the same with 
the Clerk and Master of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
below; otherwise, their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 16th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF LARRY WAYNE HURST

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ANN MARIE HURST

JANE KAUFMAN JONES, ATTORNEY
8517 KINGSTON PIKE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF ROBERT LE SAGE
DOCKET NUMBER 90923-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 16th day 
of MAY, 2025, letters testamentary (or letters of 
administration as the case may be) in respect of the 
Estate of ROBERT LE SAGE, who died on February 
28, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the abovenamed court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 16th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF ROBERT LE SAGE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
CHANTAL ELLIOTT, CO-REPRESENTATIVE

7520 PARSONAGE WAY
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

ANDRE LE SAGE, CO-REPRESENTATIVE
4040 CHANCERY CT. NW

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20007

AMANDA M. BUSBY, ATTORNEY
116 AGNES ROAD,

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF WALTER LOWE, JR.
DOCKET NUMBER 90815-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 19th day of 
MAY, 2025, letters of testamentary (or letters of 
administration as the case may be) in respect of the 
Estate of WALTER LOWE, JR., who died January 
16, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the above-named court on or before the earlier of the 
dates described in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 19th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF WALTER LOWE, JR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTIVE(S)
AMGELA MICHELLE HARBIN

3310 WHISPERING OAKS DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37938

ANDREW J. CRAWFORD, ATTORNEY
5344 NORTH BROADWAY

KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF STEVEN M. POARCH
DOCKET NUMBER 90863-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 19th day of 
MAY, 2025, letters of administration in respect of 
the Estate of STEVEN M. POARCH, who died on 
January 8, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with 
the clerk of the above-named court on or before the 
earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise 
their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date 
of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors if 
the creditor received the copy of the notice less than 
sixty (6) days prior to the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication as described 
in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 19th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF STEVEN M. POARCH

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
LISA WALKER

368 PIONEER RIDGE WAY
SEYMOUR, TN 37865

MICHAEL J. KING, ATTORNEY
MATTHEW P. HUBBS, ATTORNEY

900 SOUTH GAY STREET, SUITE 2200
KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARY BEVERLY SMITH
DOCKET NUMBER 90956-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 16th day 
of MAY, 2025, letters testamentary (or letters of 
administration as the case may be) in respect of 
the Estate of MARY BEVERLY SMITH, who died on 
March 23, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with 
the clerk of the above-named court on or before the 
earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise 
their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 16th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF MARY BEVERLY SMITH

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DAVID WILLIAM SMITH

MATTHEW T. MCDONALD, ATTORNEY
116 AGNES ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CAROL JEAN SUTTON
DOCKET NUMBER 90958-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 19th day 
of MAY, 2025, letters testamentary (or letters of 
administration as the case may be) in respect of the 
Estate of CAROL JEAN SUTTON, who died February 
1, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the above named court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death. This the 19th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF CAROL JEAN SUTTON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
PAULINE ROMINES

205 N. RIVERVIEW CIRCLE
SEVIERVILLE, TN 37862

BEN T. NORRIS, ATTORNEY
P. O. BOX 397

STRAWBERRY PLAINS, TN 37871

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARY KATHERINE WHITE
DOCKET NUMBER 90919-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 9 day of MAY, 
2025, letters administration in respect of the Estate 
of MARY KATHERINE WHITE, who died Feb. 23, 
2025, were issued to the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 9 day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF MARY KATHERINE WHITE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
CAROL A. BURGER, ADMINISTRATRIX

785 VOSE ROAD
ALCOA, TN 37701

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PHYLICIA A. WYNN
DOCKET NUMBER 90940-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 19th day of 
MAY, 2025, Letters Testamentary in respect to the 
Estate of PHYLICIA A. WYNN, who died on March 
31, 2025 were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the above-named court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (i 2) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

 This the 19th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF PHYLICIA A. WYNN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SHELIA L. LOCICERO

2010 MISTY GLEN LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37909

SARAH R. JOHNSON, ATTORNEY
11907 KINGSTON PIKE, STE. 201

KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

MISC.  NOTICES
 

LEGAL SECTION 94
Knox County will receive bids for the following 

items & services:
BID 3665, Beverage Concessions and Vending, 

due 6/5/25;
BID 3669, Bluegrass Lake Pump Station, due 

6/25/25
For additional information call 865-215-

5777, stop by the Procurement Division, 1000 
North Central St., Suite 100, Knoxville, TN  
37917, or visit our website: www.knoxcounty.
org/procurement. To bid on Knox County surplus 
items, go to www.govdeals.com.

NOTICE OF LIEN 
SALE

PUBLIC SALE TO BE HELD ON June 11, 2025, 
11:00 AM AT YOUR EXTRA STORAGE (starts 
at Cedar Bluff location): CONTENTS OF THE 
FOLLOWING UNITS WILL BE SOLD TO SATISFY 
OWNERS LIEN FOR RENT DUE.

254 Harry Lane Blvd. Knoxville TN 37923:  
M36 Dwight Hatcher, D04 Chris Jones.

7144 Clinton Hwy, Knoxville TN  37849:  
DC09 Janet Sievers, D18 George Sennett.

4303 E. Emory Rd. Knoxville TN. 37938: 
BC42 Jeremy Caylor, E18 Cody Humphrey, H21 
John Lee, BC14 Tonya Wagner.

CASH ONLY

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES
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