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Take One!

ONLINE AUCTION
Friday, June 13

See photos at 
fountaincityauction.com

Fountain City Auction 
(865)474-9931

Continue on page 4

Continue on page 2

2023 Ford Escape ST Line, AWD, Clean! $24,950
‘15 Dodge Journey Crsrd Only 70K miles! $13,995
‘21 Ford Mustang Mach-E Premium, AWD $29,950
2022 Ford Bronco Sport Outer Banks, 4X4 $28,590
2024 Ford Mustang GT Premium 5.0     $48,970
‘23 Nissan Murano SL 
Loaded, Xtra clean $26,970
Prices include $399 dock fee. Plus tax, 
tag and title. WAC. Dealer retains all re-
bates. Restrictions may apply. See Dealer 
for details. Prices good through next week.

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

For several years, the 
Knox County Commis-
sion Legislative Commit-
tee has watched the Ten-
nessee Legislature for bills 
that apply to the county. 
In last week’s brief Legis-
lative Committee meeting, 
Chairwoman Courtney Dur-
rett used the Stones River 
Group consulting firm’s 
report as a guide to review 

current and upcoming leg-
islative bills.

The report indicated 
that school buildings aban-
doned as places of county 
education might need to 
be first offered to charter 
schools. That possibility 
goes to the Knox County 
Law Department for clar-
ification and to answer 
whether or not Knox County 
may be exempt.

Three schools are sched-
uled for closure soon: 

Beaumont, Maynard and 
Sam Hill.

Durrett also mentioned 
that action on the Real 
Estate Transfer Tax is 
under legislative consider-
ation and may be before 
the governor next year for 
a signature.

The state’s open meet-
ings law may be amended 
to permit commission mem-
bers, when necessary, to 
take part digitally in meet-
ings. Former Commissioner 

Carson Dailey’s knee sur-
gery caused him to miss 
meetings during his term 
and the county may, in a 
two-thirds vote of the com-
mission, opt into the new 
legislation to permit a hos-
pitalized member to appear 
via phone or computer at 
meetings.

The committee also dis-
cussed upcoming changes 
in the Mineral Severance 
Tax, which would increase 

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The Knoxville City Coun-
cil will consider Mayor 
Indya Kincannon’s one-
half of one percent sales 
tax when it meets Tues-
day evening. Exempted 
from the tax, in a separate 
motion, is the retail sale of 
food and food ingredients. 
If a second reading passes 
council this month, the local 
option sales tax referendum 

will appear on the Novem-
ber ballot for city voters to 
decide.

Knox County has an 
option of also placing the 
proposed increase on the 
November ballot and, if so, 
a “No” vote by county res-
idents would kill the city’s 
increase.

Also on the agenda is an 
agreement for automated 
enforcement camera sys-
tems to regulate speeding 

in school zones and detec-
tion devices for excessive 
motor vehicle noise. The 
new devices would come 
to the city at no cost and 
fines would be shared with 
the city.

The late 3rd District Coun-
cilwoman Brenda Palmer 
will be honored by the city 
in a resolution sponsored 
by the entire council.

A property at 412 Ocala 
Drive may be sold for 

$40,250 to Gary Chesney 
under the Homemak-
ers Program and a lot on 
Moody Avenue may be 
sold to Michael Seemer for 
$4,444. 

A state Victims of Crime 
Act grant of $150,546 may 
be extended in a request 
from the Knoxville Police 
Department. KPD is also 
requesting approval of 
$25,000 from the Helen 
Ross McNabb Center for 

services at the Sexual 
Assault Center of East Ten-
nessee.

The conversion of a build-
ing to a two-family duplex 
is before the council and 
would change the city codes 
to conform with existing 
building codes. 

Zoning changes before 
the council include 4301 
and 4311 Kingston Pike to 
go from RN-1 to RN-3 resi-
dential neighborhood. Other 

residential zoning changes 
before the body include 
1203 Murray Drive, 700 
Gertude Avenue, and 4423 
Ball Camp Pike. 

A property at 1501 North 
Cherry Street may change 
from General Industrial to 
Highway Commercial in a 
request from Bhajan Singh.

Mayor Indya Kincannon 
will reappoint Marite Perez 
and appoint Margaret Butler 
to the planning commission. 

By Ken Lay

Some outdoor courts 
recently received a much-
needed facelift, and late 
last week the Knox County 
Parks and Recreation re-
opened those courts, 
which are located behind 
Powell Middle School.

Powell Courts, located 
at 3204 Shropshire Bou-
levard, were re-opened 
Thursday morning and 
area residents took to the 
courts to shoot basket-
ball and compete in some 
friendly pickleball matches 
after county leaders offi-
cially celebrated the grand 
re-opening with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony.

Knox County Mayor 
Glenn Jacobs and County 

Commissioners Larsen 
Jay and Rhonda Lee were 
in attendance and cut the 
ribbon, along with Knox 

County Parks and Recre-
ation Director Joe Mack 
and other employees from 
the parks and recreation 

department.
“I have a lot of people to 

thank, including our mayor 

KCS to eliminate 
valedictorian 

and salutatorian 
designations in 

2030
By Ken Lay

Knox County Schools 
will eliminate the recogni-
tion of valedictorians and 
salutatorians.

The change takes effect 
beginning with the Class of 
2030 as the board voted 
7-1-1 to pass the mea-
sure. John Butler cast the 
lone dissenting vote, while 
Katherine Bike passed.

“I won’t belabor it, but 
I think we’ve gone half-
way,” Butler said. “I think 
we either have competi-
tion or we don’t.

“I’m not going to vote 
for it because I think 
we’ve only gone halfway. 
My understanding of the 
collegiate process is that 
you’re counted and clas-
sified by your GPA and not 
where you stand in your 
class, the top five percent 
or top 10 percent. I think 
we’ve gone part of the way 
and not all of the way, so 
that’s why I’m not going to 
vote for this.”

Butler also voiced his 
concerns at the board’s 
work session meeting on 
Monday, June 2.

“When we’re looking at 
percentages, we’re still 
looking at leaving some 
students out who have 
done very well,” he said. 
“If you do it by percent-
age, somebody is going to 
get left out, and if you do 
it by GPA, you are what you 
score.”

Proponents of the new 
policy say that it would 
eliminate transferring to 
other schools and provide 
students with the oppor-
tunity for better family 
dynamics as well as the 
chance to maximize their 
high school experience.

“As early as middle 
school, students begin 

thinking about how they 
can get the highest GPA 
possible instead of what’s 
best for me as a student,” 
said KCS Assistant Super-
intendent of Academics 
Keith Wilson. “It may also 
prevent students from dis-
rupting friendships and 
family dynamics.”

Under the new policy, 
Knox County Schools is 
following the nationwide 
trend of eliminating vale-
dictorian and salutatori-
an designation. The dis-
trict uses the Knox County 
equalization formula to 
determine the top stu-
dents in each graduating 
class.

The plan also has its 
detractors.

In her final work ses-
sion meeting, student 
board representative 
Sophia Elkins said that she 
opposed the new policy.

“I do kind of have an 
issue with no longer recog-
nizing valedictorians and 
salutatorians. I don’t know 
if you guys know, but some 
schools offer tuition if 
you’re one of those,” Elkins 
said. “When I started look-
ing at colleges early in my 
junior year, some schools 
will give you tuition if you’re 
one of those.

“Liberty University, just 
as an example, will give 
you full tuition if you’re des-
ignated as one of those. 
So you’re potentially giving 
up money for some stu-
dents. And just to brag on 
Halls, our cutoff was 4.32 
and some of my friends 
who worked really hard 
missed it by a hundredth 
of a point but couldn’t get 
recognized. They had over 
30 on the ACT and couldn’t 
get recognized and that 
was crushing.”

Council to review local option sales tax increase

PHOTOS BY KEN LAY 

Shannon Treece and Sara Greene were among the first to play pickleball on the newly renovated Powell Courts, which 
were reopened Thursday morning. 

Powell Courts re-open 
after renovations 

Knox County leaders, including Mayor Glenn Jacobs and County Commissioners Rhon-
da Lee and Larsen Jay, are joined by Joe Mack and other members of the parks and rec-
reation to cut the ribbon, officially reopening Powell Courts in Northwest Knox County.

Committee reviews state legislative issues
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and the people of the com-
munity who told us what 
they wanted to see,” Mack 
said. “Sometimes it’s easy 
for us to sit in our offices 
and decide what people 
want and then we find out 
that it wasn’t what they 
wanted.

“I want to see the people 
of Powell come out and 
play, play tennis, pickleball 
and outdoor basketball. I 
want to see people form 

and play in leagues.”
Jacobs, an advocate for 

recreation and physical fit-
ness, said that the renovat-
ed facility was more than 
outdoor courts.

“I want to see people 
have fun, and play is impor-
tant,” Jacobs said. “But this 
is about more than just 
play. Play is very impor-
tant but places like this 
are about gathering and 
coming together.”

The courts had been 

temporarily closed for ren-
ovations and Lee, who rep-
resents District 7, which 
includes Powell and Halls, 
said that she received 
a late-night message 
announcing that the courts 
were going to re-open and 
couldn’t contain her excite-
ment.

“Everybody kept asking 
me when this was going to 
re-open, and I got a late-
night message,” Lee said. 
“I was calling and texting 
people at 11:30 at night 
and letting them know. I 
told them that I was giving 
them the news hot off the 
presses.”

“We’re excited because 
we were able to pay for this 
entirely out of our opera-
tions budget,” Mack said. 
“We didn’t use any grant 
money.”
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From a distance

By John J. Duncan Jr.
duncanj@knoxfocus.com

House Passes Bill To Add Trillions To National Debt
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What happened to U.S. manufacturing?

Cont. from page 1

The presi -
dent says that 
he wants to 
bring manufac-
turing back into 
the country. Of 
course, he will 
fail. He is a short 
timer and highly 
erratic. Compa-
nies must have a 
longer-term per-
spective. Build-
ing plants takes time and 
lots of money. Restruc-
turing supply chains also 
takes time and money. Why 
go through the expense of 
moving to the U.S. when, 
in three years, Trump will 
be gone, as will many of his 
policies.

Anyway, even if compa-
nies wanted to move manu-
facturing back to the coun-
try, they would face the 
gauntlet of regulations that 

delay construc-
tion and make 
building a plant 
in the U.S. more 
expensive, and 
causing it to take 
more time than 
one built else-
where. There is 
also the issue of 
labor. The avo-
cado industry 
moved from Cali-

fornia to Mexico because it 
could not get enough labor 
in the U.S. to grow and har-
vest the crop. So if man-
ufacturing were to come 
back into the U.S., could 
they bring labor with them? 
Currently, the Department 
of Labor reports there are 
7.2 million job openings. 
Over 500,000 of those 
are in manufacturing and 
most are openings at small 
businesses. Why would 

companies want to come 
into that environment?

When Trump talked 
about bringing manufac-
turing back to the U.S., 
the Chinese mocked him 
with pictures of overweight 
Americans trying to work in 
factories.

In reality, factory work 
is passé in today’s ser-
vice-dominated American 
labor market. Yes, there 
will always be manufactur-
ing, but it will occupy less 
and less of the labor force. 
Such was not always the 
case. Recall Rosie the Riv-
eter? During World War II, 
one Ford plant turned out 
a B-24 bomber an hour. In 
1939, the U.S. had fewer 
than 2,000 military aircraft. 
By war’s end, U.S. factories 
had produced 300,000 
planes. What about ships? 
The U.S. built more than 

3,600 cargo ships, 700 
tankers, 1,300 naval ves-
sels, including eight battle-
ships, 128 aircraft carriers 
and 352 destroyers. It also 
produced over 100,000 
tanks and armored vehi-
cles, 2,382,311 other 
vehicles, and 2,679,849 
machine guns. By 1945, 
more steel was produced 
in Pennsylvania alone than 
in Germany and Japan com-
bined.

We still have the person-
nel to build stuff. I read 
Michael Fabey’s book, 
“Heavy Metal,” the story of 
the people who build air-
craft carriers at the New-
port News shipbuilding yard 
in Virginia with its 30,000 
employees and shipyard 
workers. They are riggers, 
fitters, welders, electri-
cians, machinists and 
steelworkers who come 

from shipbuilding families. 
Putting together all the 
miles of wiring, thousands 
of rivets, computers, and 
the rest makes for a great 
story.

There is still a demand for 
these skills. I read a story 
about one high school’s 
welding class, where one 
graduate has been offered 
a job starting at $70,000. 
Also, the demograph-
ics show that fewer and 
fewer young men are going 
to college, and that cer-
tain professions with only 
a high school degree pay 
more than those for a col-
lege graduate. So perhaps 
those jobs, coupled with 
A,I will usher in a new era 
in manufacturing to make 
manufacturing great again 
– albeit with fewer workers.

However, the question 
remains as to whether 

American manufacturing 
will ever be on a par with 
that of the Chinese. That 
I doubt. The loss of man-
ufacturing jobs in the U.S. 
was mainly on the low 
end, with low-skilled jobs 
being eliminated. Those 
jobs are abundant in low-
wage countries. China is 
now building a mega port 
in Santos, Brazil, to ship 
agricultural produce to 
China. Brazilian soybeans 
and grains will not replace 
American ones. Such is 
the reality in the world of 
Trump and his high tariffs. 
Look at what the Chinese 
are building and wonder if 
America will ever get back 
to that place. The answer 
is no. Low wages and hard 
physical labor go where 
that factor of production is 
most plentiful and cheap. It 
is no longer America.

Several years ago I was 
sitting on the floor of the 
U.S. House when there 
was a vote on whether to 
increase the national debt 
limit by another trillion dol-
lars.

I heard a friend of mine, 
a congressman from the 
northwest, say to some-
one else, “I wouldn’t vote 
for this bill, but I have to 
because I am a chairman.”

I remember thinking to 
myself at the time, there 
is no chairmanship worth 
forcing me to vote for a bill 
I don’t think is right.

I had a framed quote on 
the wall of my Knoxville 
office. The quote is from a 

1930 novel by Janet Ayer 
Fairbank called “The Lion’s 
Den” about a fictional con-
gressman named Zimmer.

These words from that 
novel were very moving to 
me: “No matter how the 
espousal of a lost cause 
might hurt his prestige in 
the House, Zimmer had 
never hesitated to identify 
himself with it if it seemed 
to him to be right. He knew 
only two ways: the right 
one and the wrong, and if 
he made a mistake, it was 
never one of honor. He 
voted as he believed he 
should, and although some-
times his voice was raised 
alone on one side of a ques-
tion, it was never stilled.”

Those words were given 
to me by a great libertarian 
author and columnist, Bill 
Kauffman, who lives in a 
small town in upstate New 
York. He had admired some 
of the votes I had cast and 
some of the things I had 
said and written while I was 
in the House.

I was one of the first 
members of Congress to 

endorse Donald Trump for 
president in 2016. I was 
a Trump delegate to the 
Republican Convention in 
2024. I don’t like some of 
the things he has said and 
done, but even husbands 
and wives or best friends 
disagree sometimes.

I have voted for him all 
three times he has run. He 
has been very nice to me, 
and I like him personally. 
On most of the big issues, 
I agree with him, and even 
where I disagree, I under-
stand why he has had to 
take the position that he 
has.

But I am very  disap-
pointed that he has forced 
almost all the Republicans 
in the House to vote for a 
bill that will raise the nation-
al debt by at least four tril-
lion dollars. I don’t believe I 
could honestly feel I was a 
fiscal conservative if I had 
voted for a bill that did that.

From what I have heard 
and read, many Republi-
cans did not want to vote 
for the bill. Many of them 
are good friends of mine, 

and I still hope they each 
get re-elected. All are better 
and more conservative 
than anyone the Democrats 
would nominate.

Believe me, I understand 
the pressure that can be 
applied, especially when 
the president is from your 
own party. That is why I 
have such great respect 
for the two Republicans 
who voted no on this bill – 
Thomas Massie (KY), and 
Warren Davidson (OH).

And I am pleased that 
several solid conserva-
tives in the Senate are 
opposing certain provi-
sions and trying to make 
the bill better. I understand 
that the administration has 
put members in a ‘damned 
if you do, damned if you 
don’t’ situation. 

There are some good 
parts, and those who were 
forced to vote for it are 
trying to emphasize those 
parts. But this is trying to 
put lipstick on a pig. All the 
good parts could have been 
passed in separate bills 
that also had matching cuts 

in spending.
David Stockman, Pres-

ident Reagan’s budget 
director, wrote a lengthy 
analysis and said the bill 
actually will add over $5 tril-
lion to the debt “because 
the so-called conservative 
party has lost its mind on 
the fiscal front.”

Elon Musk was even more 
outspoken. He shocked 
Washington last week by 
putting out this statement: 
“This massive, outrageous, 
pork-filled bill is a disgust-
ing abomination. Shame on 
those who voted for it: You 
know you did wrong.”

The Congressional 
Budget Office said this bill, 
under a best-case scenar-
io, will move our national 
debt from almost $37 tril-
lion where it is now to $59 
trillion in 10 years. But this 
is only if the Trump tax cuts 
are eliminated.

Well, I and every Repub-
lican I know want the 
tax cuts to stay in effect. 
There simply should have 
been more spending cuts 
instead of adding more to 

the debt. This astounding 
amount of deficit spend-
ing over the last 25 or 30 
years has been the prima-
ry cause of all the inflation 
that has seen some cars 
and trucks now cost as 
much as houses used to, 
and houses that now cost 
three or four times what 
they did just 10 years ago 
and are so unaffordable to 
most young families.

Hallerin Hill said on one 
of his programs that he 
doubted there was any 
member who read all 1,116 
pages of this so-called “big 
beautiful bill.” Gigantic bills 
always have little things in 
them that could not pass on 
their own. Raising the State 
and Local Tax (SALT) deduc-
tion to $40,000 per person 
means people in Ten-
nessee and other low tax 
states will be subsidizing 
the high blue state taxes. 
Thankfully, some conserva-
tive senators are fighting to 
make this bill better.

Powell Courts



June 9, 2025 www.knoxfocus.com PAGE A3PAGE A2 The Knoxville Focus    June 9, 2025

By Steve Hunley, 
Publisher
publisher@knoxfocus.com

Continue on page 4

Publisher’s Positions

Rep. Burchett 
Supports Big, 
Beautiful Bill

Congressman Tim Bur-
chett has put the “Big, 
Beautiful Bill” into prospec-
tive for working families in 
East Tennessee and his 
own Second District.  That 
same bill gives tax breaks 
to seniors on Social Secu-
rity, gives consumer breaks 
on buying made-in-America 
vehicles, and fulfills Presi-
dent Trump’s promise to 
remove the tax on tips.  It 
also renews the Trump Tax 
Cuts, and Burchett has illus-
trated just what that means 
to working families.

“Without these impor-
tant tax cuts, a family of 
four in Tennessee making 
$67,000 would see their 
taxes increase by $1,300 
in 2026,” Burchett said.  
“That is unacceptable, and 
I will always fight to keep 
more money in the pockets 
of hard-working Tennesse-
ans.” 

There isn’t a single person 
in this country whose brain 
is still working who believes 
the federal budget doesn’t 
contain fat, waste and 
abuse.  In the past 250 
years, there’s never been 
an audit of the govern-
ment’s spending.  Hard to 
believe, but true and every 
program deserves some 
scrutiny.  The “Big, Beau-
tiful Bill” does not harm 
those on Medicare, but it 
does close loopholes that 
currently allow illegal aliens 
to receive benefits paid 
for by American taxpay-
ers.  It also ensures those 
on the Medicare program 
have better access to the 
resources they need and 
removes dead people from 
the rolls.  Yes, unfortunate-
ly, there are some folks out 
there still milking Mamaw 
and Papaw’s benefits well 
after both of them are gone. 

“Illegals, able-bodied 
adults choosing not to work, 
and people who weren’t eli-
gible for Medicaid in the first 
place are going to destroy 
Medicaid for vulnerable and 
deserving Americans,” Bur-
chett stated.  “This bill pro-
tects and preserves Med-
icaid to ensure it better 
serves the least of us.”

Rep. Burchett Wants 
To Make Permanent 
Trump’s Executive 

Orders
Congressman Burchett 

has also announced he’s 
introduced legislation to 

codify three executive 
orders signed by President 
Trump.  “Congress took the 
first step in implementing 
President Trump’s agenda 
in May when we passed the 
One Big Beautiful Bill,” Bur-
chett wrote in a statement 
released Tuesday.  “Now 
it’s time for us to codify 
the President’s Executive 
Orders into law.”

The three executive 
orders being sponsored as 
laws by Burchett include 
Executive Order #14293, 
which provides regulatory 
relief to promote the pro-
duction of critical medi-
cines in the United States.  
This is a vitally important 
bill as we are presently 
far too reliant on medica-
tions taken by hundreds of 
thousands, if not millions 
of Americans from foreign 
countries, including China.  
Those countries not friend-
ly to the United States can 
cut off the flow of life-giv-
ing medications at any time 
they want.  Keep in mind, 
two Chinese nationals have 
been caught carrying into 
the country a fungus that 
apparently could kill off 
American crops and has 
been described in the news 
media as a possible source 
of agro-terrorism.

Executive Order #14292 
improves the safety and 
security of biological 
research.  Congressman 
Burchett is rightly worried 
about the all-too-dangerous 
gain-of-function research 
on biological agents and 

pathogens, which endan-
ger the lives of Americans. 

Burchett is also sponsor-
ing a bill to codify Execu-
tive Order #14290 to end 
American taxpayers paying 
to subsidize biased media.  
It would have the effect of 
having the Corporation for 
Public Broadcasting Board 
to cease funding National 
Public Radio (NPR) and the 
Public Broadcasting Service 
(PBS). That change in the 
law has been long overdue 
and let’s face it, when there 
is not a single conservative 
or Republican amongst the 
staff it’s abundantly clear 
that the news is more than 
a little slanted.  Katherine 
Maher’s appearance before 
Congress spoke volumes, 
and she failed to make even 
a rudimentary case why the 
American taxpayers should 
keep funding an elitist group 
of people who clearly look 
down upon the majority of 
the people paying for it. 

If PBS and NPR are all 
that, then private busi-
nesses will be more than 
happy to buy advertising.  
State-run media was a tool 
used by totalitarian govern-
ments like Hitler’s Germany, 
Mao’s China and Josef Sta-
lin’s Soviet Union.  Maher is 
suing presently under the 
delusion that taxpayers are 
obligated to pay her and the 
NPR and PBS folks for all 
eternity.  The taxpayers are 
under no such obligation.

Governing by executive 
order has no lasting effect 
and can be rolled back by 

the next administration, irre-
spective of what a handful 
of Obama-appointed district 
judges say.

Congressman Burchett is 
doing a terrific job, and we 
urge all other congressmen 
to work to codify the impor-
tant and critical changes 
made by President Trump’s 
executive orders.

Legacy Media, 
Former Biden 

Officials Change 
Their Tune

The rush is on to change 
the narrative, and the tactic 
appears to be switch and 
bait.  Karine Jean-Pierre, 
perhaps the worst White 
House Press Secretary in 
history, has announced 
she’s left the Democratic 
Party to become an Inde-
pendent.  That comes along 
with the announcement that 
she has written a new book, 
coincidentally titled “Inde-
pendent: A Look Inside 
a Broken White House.”  
Along with Jake Tapper, this 
has to be one of the most 
egregious attempts to 
rewrite history amongst the 
most shameless people I’ve 
ever seen.  In this instance, 
the rats have left the sink-
ing ship and are swimming 
as fast as they can to the 
distant shores where the 
cheese factory sits.

Leftist Liars And 
Hypocrites

Every time Leftists, like 

AOC, who travels first-class, 
or her “papa” Bernie Sand-
ers, who flies on a private 
jet, tell you tax cuts are for 
the rich, keep in mind it’s 
the Democrats who scoop 
up barrels full of money.  
Kamala Harris raised a bil-
lion and a half dollars in a 
month, vastly outspending 
Donald Trump.  There are 
FAR more billionaires who 
are Democrats than Repub-
licans.  They talk about “oli-
garchs” all while having their 
picture taken with the weird 
little guy who is the son of 
the King of the Oligarchs, 
ultra-leftist George Soros. 

They’ve lied to our faces 
for years, as when Obama 
promised “you can keep 
your own doctor,” the New 
York Times won a Pulitzer 
Prize for repeating (they 
haven’t reported anything 
in years) the Russia hoax, 
and told us there was no 
crisis at the border and that 
Joe Biden was “sharp as a 
tack” and running circles 
around his much younger 
aides while all of us saw 
and heard the poor old thing 
could barely speak a sen-
tence and couldn’t walk up 
a flight of steps.  These are 
the same people who cel-
ebrate, or won’t even issue 
a perfunctory attempt to 
denounce the murder of a 
young Jewish couple, while 
calling others “Nazis.”  
Trump Derangement Syn-
drome is rapidly becom-
ing simply derangement, 
period.
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www.shoneysknox.com

FATHER’S DAY FRESH FOOD BAR
SUNDAY, JUNE 15

FATHER’S DAY FEAST BEGINS AT 11:00 AM
Sunday Senior Bar starts at 2 p.m.

18 AREA LOCATIONS  

www.shoneysknox.com
FREE HOT 
FUDGE CAKE 
FOR DAD! 
with any meal or 
Fresh Food Bar purchase @ShoneysEastTN

FOR MORE DETAILS & TERMS VISIT: www.powellauction.com

Auction & Realty

6729 Pleasant Ridge Road
Knoxville, TN 37921

865-938-3403
K e n n y  P h i l l i p s ,  A u c t i o n e e r  -  L i c  #  2 3 8 5

ONLINE ONLY REAL ESTATE AUCTION
2751 BAILEY FARM DRIVE - KNOXVILLE, TN 37931

BIDDING BEGINS TO CLOSE: 
TUESDAY, JUNE 17TH AT 12:00PM - NOON (ET)

Exceptional investment opportunity with renovation in progress presenting
a unique opportunity for investors, contractors or ambitious homeowners

3 bedrooms - 2 bathrooms - 1260+/- SF sitting on 2.00+/- acres
Conveniently located just off of the recently completed Schaad Road

(Bailey Farm Drive was formerly Ball Camp Pike)

OPEN HOUSE: 
THURSDAY, JUNE 12TH FROM 2:00-4:00PM (ET)

On Tuesday, legisla-
tion sponsored by Senator 
Ken Yager (R-Kingston) to 
combat the rise of AI-gen-
erated child pornography in 
Tennessee was signed into 
law by Governor Bill Lee. 
Senate Bill 741 takes a firm 
stance against the abuse of 
artificial intelligence tech-
nology to exploit children.

“This law is about keep-
ing pace with rapidly evolv-
ing technology to protect 
our children from unthink-
able exploitation,” said 
Sen. Yager. “Bad actors are 
using AI to create disturb-
ing and abusive content, 
and Tennessee is taking 
a strong stand to stop it. 
By criminalizing the tools 
used to generate AI child 
pornography, we’re giving 

law enforcement what they 
need to pursue offenders 
and protect victims.”

The law makes it a crim-
inal offense to knowingly 
possess, distribute, or pro-
duce any software or tech-
nology specifically designed 
to create or facilitate the 
creation of AI-generated 
child sexual abuse materi-
al. The legislation address-
es growing concerns over 
the misuse of advanced 
AI tools to generate real-
istic but entirely synthetic 
images of minors in porno-
graphic contexts.

“When in the wrong 
hands, artificial intelli-
gence has the ability to 
make exploitive crimes 
even worse,” said Tennes-
see Bureau of Investigation 

Director David Rausch. 
“I applaud the General 
Assembly and Governor 
Lee for seeing the value in 
strengthening our state’s 
laws to better protect Ten-
nesseans, and I’m proud 
our state is leading the way 
on common sense mea-
sures to ensure this emerg-
ing technology doesn’t 
become a dangerous tool 
for bad actors.”

Director Rausch added 
“I also want to specifically 
thank Senator Ken Yager 
for his active engagement 
with the TBI team to craft 
this legislation and assure 
it struck a critical balance 
of protection and appropri-
ate use of the technology.”

Under the new law pos-
session of such tools is 

classified as a Class E 
felony; distribution is a 
Class C felony; and produc-
tion of AI-generated child 
sexual abuse material is a 
Class B felony.

Importantly, the legisla-
tion does not ban AI tech-
nology or software broad-
ly. It narrowly targets tools 
built or used with the intent 
to generate child sexual 
abuse material, preserv-
ing legitimate applications 
of AI.

With Governor Lee’s sig-
nature, the law will take 
effect July 1, 2025, mark-
ing a significant step in Ten-
nessee’s ongoing efforts to 
protect children and hold 
predators accountable in 
the digital age.

Legislation sponsored by Sen. Yager 
to crack down on AI-generated child 

pornography signed into law

Juvenile detention 
center on 

commission agenda
By Mike Steely
Senior Writer

steelym@knoxfocus.com

The Knox County Juve-
nile Detention Center may 
get lots of attention during 
the June meeting of the 
Knox County Commission. 
With the questions sur-
rounding the center and 
the departure of Richard 
Bean, Mayor Glenn Jacobs 
is asking the commission 

to repeal the county code 
and put the center under 
the control of the Knox 
County Sheriff’s Office.

The center is under a 
state investigation con-
cerning the firing of 
employees who report-
ed problems there to the 
state.

The first reading of 
the change is set for the 
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3320 New Beverly Church Road, Knoxville, Tennessee 37918
For more information, call (865)546-0001 or visit newbeverly.org.

Vacation Bible 
School

June 16-20, 2025
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM

Preschool* through 12th Grade
(*Preschoolers must be potty trained) 

Nightly Bible lessons, music, crafts, games, 
infl atables, theme nights and dinner!

Monday
Red T-Shirt Night

Nachos

Tuesday
Sports Night

Tacos

Wednesday
Patriotic Night

Chicken Nuggets

Thursday
Western Night

Pizza

Friday
Family Night

Commencement

Register online at www.myvbs.org/nbbcknoxtnAre you interested in reducing your 
energy consumption by as much as 
40%? Well, the most effective way to 
make that happen might come as 
some surprise to you. It has nothing to 
do with your car, or your light bulbs, 
or any household appliance that you 
might be thinking of ... getting a more 
energy efficient heating & cooling 
system is one of the best ways you 

can get significant energy savings. 
Trane introduces the XV20i heating 
and cooling system with a 12-year 
compressor warranty. It is, simply put, 
one of the most energy efficient, 
environmentally friendly heating and 
cooling systems available. Contact 
LB Chase Mechanical to learn more 
about how you can dramatically 
reduce your heating costs today.

Expect more from your independent Trane dealer.

(865) 428-4824
www.lbchase.com

A new high efficiency heating & cooling system can be 
more affordable than you think with

NO MONEY DOWN & MONTHLY PAYMENTS AVAILABLENO MONEY DOWN & MONTHLY PAYMENTS AVAILABLE 
through the TVA eScore Program.

Are you interested in reducing your 
energy consumption by as much as 
40%? Well, the most effective way to 
make that happen might come as 
some surprise to you. It has nothing to 
do with your car, or your light bulbs, 
or any household appliance that you 
might be thinking of ... getting a more 
energy efficient heating & cooling 
system is one of the best ways you 

can get significant energy savings. 
Trane introduces the XV20i heating 
and cooling system with a 12-year 
compressor warranty. It is, simply put, 
one of the most energy efficient, 
environmentally friendly heating and 
cooling systems available. Contact 
LB Chase Mechanical to learn more 
about how you can dramatically 
reduce your heating costs today.

Expect more from your independent Trane dealer.

(865) 428-4824
www.lbchase.com

A new high effi ciency heating & cooling system 
can be more affordable than you think with

NO MONEY DOWN & LOW MONTHLY PAYMENTS 
through the TVA eScore Program. 

    
   

commission’s June 23rd 
regular meeting, and not 
all of the commissioners 
are in agreement.

Second District’s Court-
ney Durrett has a reso-
lution to form an ad hoc 
committee to review best 
practices of juvenile center 
operations throughout the 
state.

Shane Jackson, 4th Dis-
trict Commissioner, object-
ed to the sheriff’s depart-
ment running the facility 
in a long message on the 
commission’s forum page. 
He is calling for a “deliber-
ate, transparent and inclu-
sive approach.”

“I do not support the per-
manent transfer of control 
to the Sheriff’s office,” he 

wrote, adding “without a 
comprehensive and trans-
parent evaluation of all 
options.”

“Juvenile detention 
should be a space focused 
on trauma-informed care, 
education, and mental 
health support for vulner-
able young people, not an 
extension of prison,” he 
noted.

Mayor Glenn Jacobs’ 
resolution to put the sher-
iff’s office in charge is cur-
rently the last matter on 
the upcoming agenda and 
may see some discussion 
during the agenda review 
session next Monday. The 
resolution may well be 
moved up on the agenda 
in the commission’s June 
23rd regular meeting.

Committee 
reviews 

state 
legislative 

issues

Juvenile detention center 
on commission agenda

By Ken Lay

When the Knox County Board of 
Education held its monthly work 
session early last week, it marked 
the end of the one-year term for 
Sophia Elkins.

Elkins, a recent graduate of 
Halls High School, spent the 
2024-25 school year as the 
board’s student representative. 
She didn’t have a vote during her 
term. She did, however, relish the 
opportunity to serve on behalf of 
the school district’s students. She 
also learned a few things about 
local government and the way it 
functions.

“Everybody on the board 
couldn’t have been nicer,” said 
Elkins, who will continue her edu-
cation at the University of Tennes-
see. “I learned a lot. I didn’t know 
that local government could be 
so intricate, and I didn’t realize 

how important public forum is, 
and how important it is to have 
discussion.

“My time on the board has 
been great. It was a great expe-
rience and it gave me a platform 

to advocate for the students on 
the board. I also learned just how 
much everybody on the board 
cares about all the students in 
Knox County and in their dis-
tricts.”

Elkins’ term on the school 
board was only part of her busy 
senior year at Halls High and in 
the community. She was one of 
Knox County’s top students in the 
classroom.

In addition, she was a member 
of the Halls Madrigal Singers as 
well as being active in the Fel-
lowship of Christian Athletes. 
She was also captain of the Lady 
Devils’ tennis team as well as a 
student manager for the Halls 
wrestling teams.

“I played (high school) tennis 
for four years, but I’ve been play-
ing tennis for a long time,” Elkins 
said. “I was a wrestling manager 

for four years.
“When I was in the eighth 

grade, (boys head coach) Shan-
non (Sayne), (girls head coach) 
Megann (Kiser) and (assistant 
coach) Tanner (Justice), we all 
went to church together, and they 
told me that I should be a manag-
er for the wrestling team,” Elkins 
said. “When I showed up, I didn’t 
know anything about wrestling, 
but I fell in love with the sport.”

With FCA, Elkins was part of a 
baptism at the Halls football sta-
dium.

“I’m active in FCA,” she said. 
“And we had a baptism at our 
football stadium, and we had 14 
students get baptized.”

Elkins is also active in church 
as she has a hand in activities 
at three local churches. Including 
Riverview Baptist Church in East 
Knoxville, Beaver Dam Baptist 

Church in the Halls/Crossroads 
Community and Fountain City 
United Methodist Church.

“I go to Riverview Baptist Church 
and I go to youth group at Beaver 
Dam, and I’m working (Vaca-
tion Bible School) with them this 
week, and I’m in the youth choir 
at Fountain City United Method-
ist,” she said. “That’s where my 
best friend goes to church, and 
she asked me to come sing in the 
youth choir.”

Elkins was recognized for her 
service to the board, her work in 
the community, and her academic 
achievements at the board’s work 
session meeting on Monday, June 
2, as each board member wished 
her well.

Board member Kristi Kristy was 
emotional and board vice chair 
Steve Triplett said, “It was great 
to have a Red Devil on the board.”

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

When the Knox County Com-
mission reviews the agenda next 
Monday, June 16, it will have a bit 
more to do than deciding which 
of the 59 items it will discuss in 
their regular meeting the follow-
ing week

The optional agenda meet-
ing will also hear a report from 
Orion  Therapeutics, a biotech 
company based in Knoxville.

The committee will also hear 
from applicants for the Knox 
County Library Advisory Board 
from Districts 3, 4 and 7. The 
three appointments will be made 
at the regular session on Monday, 
June 23.

Interesting school board 
agenda items, which must by law 
be approved by the commission, 

that will pass this month include 
a $3,256,000 agreement with 
Lewis Group Architects for the 
design of three new K-8th grade 
schools in Mechanicsville, Lon-
sdale and Beaumont. A grant 
from the Morgan Wallen Founda-
tion of $1.2 million for Gibbs High 
School will also be approved by 
the commission this month.

Appointments to the Air Pollu-
tion Control Board and Visit Knox-
ville will be on the agenda con-
sent list.

Several road projects are on 
the agenda, including a five-year 
contract for pavement marking 
and road striping, improvements 
at Hardin Valley and Bakertown 
roads, a roundabout bypass for 
South Northshore and Concord 
Road, and a hot mix hauling con-
tract with APAC-Atlantic Inc. for 
the new fiscal year. A turn lane 

for East Emory Road at Brackett 
Road is on the agenda, and the 
Gibbs Schools Pedestrian Bridge 
is on the agenda twice for gas line 
and water work.

Commissioner Rhonda Lee 
wants a discussion on asking 
the governor to permit eligible 
voters in utility districts to elect 
their board members. Commis-
sioners Larsen Jay and Kim Fra-
zier want to have the commission 
abolish the Tennessee Technolo-
gy Corridor. Commissioner Court-
ney Durrett wants a committee 
appointed to review best prac-
tices at the Juvenile Detention 
Center, and Commissioner Andy 
Fox wants to add a section to the 
Knox County Code dealing with 
“fluoride prohibition.”

District Attorney General 
Charme Allen wants the commis-
sion to authorize a new $12.50 

fee for misdemeanors and felo-
nies payable to clerks in every 
county court.

Agricultural-
zoned properties 

continue to switch 
to residential

The movement of agricultural 
land to residential development 
continues in Knox County, as 
the Knox County Commission’s 
zoning session agenda for next 
Monday illustrates.

On the agenda is a request 
for property at 2715 Bakertown 
Road to change from A (agricul-
tural) to RA (low-density residen-
tial). Three lots on Ebenezer Road 
may go from A to PR (planned res-
idential) for up to 10 dwellings 
per acre.

Two dwellings per acre are 
requested for 12321 Buttermilk 
Road. The property at 1311 West 
Beaver Creek Drive may go to RA, 
and 8022 Hill Road may go from 
A to PR for up to four dwelling 
units per acre.

The 7734 Majors Road proper-
ty may switch from A to PR with 
four units per acre, and 2217 
Shipetown Road may go from A 
and General Business to RA, low-
density residential. Zero Ashe-
ville Highway is on the agenda 
to switch from A to planned com-
mercial.

Other rezoning requests on 
the agenda include 9048 Mid-
dlebrook Pike from RA to general 
business and 8718 Mascot Road 
from rural living to rural agricul-
ture.

the tax from 15 cents to 
20 cents per ton. The com-
mission would apparently 
need to improve the local 
increase.

The state’s adminis-
trative fee on real estate 
transfer taxes could also 
be reduced, and the dif-
ference returned to the 
county. Durrett described 
the state’s withholding as 
a “handling fee.”

Cont. from page 1

Elkins reflects on her term as BoE student representative

Sophia Elkins

Commission to hear from Orion, interview Library Advisory applicants
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Where else can you drive 
your car past a roaring 
waterfall and then safely 
park and walk back up the 
road to see it up close?

The Bald River Falls 
Bridge has been closed 
for a couple of years, and 
the entire span in Monroe 
County was replaced and 
opened in a ceremony 

recently. The bridge is 
wider, safer, and has a 
viewing platform overlook-
ing the falls that’s just a few 
yards away.

The waterfall, south of 
Tellico Plains and a few 
miles off the Cherohala 
Skyway, is wild and beauti-
ful. It’s one of my wife’s and 
my favorite places to visit, 
and there are lots of things 
to do and see on the way 
to and from there. It’s only 
a couple of hours south of 
Knoxville.

Just beyond the bridge 
is a parking area with rest-
rooms and picnic tables. A 
short walk back up toward 
the main falls is a “Baby 
Falls” on the right, where 
kayakers often take the 
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Presuppositions

Bald River Falls Bridge reopens

Continue on page 4

Pinnacle Assisted Living
10520 Waterville Lane
Knoxville, TN 37932

(865) 444-1451

Call us to schedule your personal 
community visit today!  

We are inviting you to join our family here at Pinnacle Assisted Living!

ALL-INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY
All the care you need at ONE

great price point!
No levels or point systems necessary.

You can’t handle the 
truth!

Marine Col. Jessup from 
A Few Good Men 

You often hear it said that 
“The movie is not as good 
as the book.” While that 
may sometimes be true, I 
believe it’s more often an 
unfair comparison. Books 
have the space (and time) 
to elaborately develop char-
acters and paint pictures in 
the imagination with prose. 
In cinema, dialogue is there 
to tell the story, but movies 
also use visual imagery col-
ored by music and back-
ground sound effects to 
augment the storytelling. 

Have you ever read a 
play and compared it to 
the stage production where 
the actors make the prose 
come alive? An even more 
dramatic example is opera, 
where storytelling is set to 
beautiful music and voice, 
by actors in costume with 
elaborate staging. The 
modern proverb advis-
es, “be careful comparing 

apples and oranges.” 
One of the great 

Shakespearean soliloquies 
is from Hamlet, where 
the Prince of Denmark 
begins with, “To be, or not 
to be, that is the ques-
tion.” Actually, I’m not 
a fan of Shakespeare’s 
plays because Elizabethan 
English is tough to translate 
into “Southern.” However, 
I highly recommend the 
movie adaptation with Mel 
Gibson as Hamlet. It is 
sublime.

A more contemporary 
movie adaptation of a play 
is “A Few Good Men.” If you 
have never seen the movie 
starring Jack Nicholson 
as Marine Col. Jessup, 
you should. Jessup’s 
courtroom soliloquy chal-
lenging JAG prosecutor 
Lt. Daniel Kaffee (Tom 
Cruise) is Shakespearean 
and defines the notion of 
presupposition. 

Presupposition is an 
assumption or a belief. 
Jack Nicholson’s char-
acter made the arrogant 

assumption that he was 
right and unassailable. 
His bias so colored his 
worldview that he could 
not accept factual reali-
ty, and he was destroyed 
in cross examination. It is 
powerful, cinematic drama 
where special effects are 
unnecessary.  

Similarly, the presuppo-
sitions of the legacy media 
with TDS makes them 
incapable of seeing or 
reporting the facts that per-
sonal income has increased 
steadily since January and 
inflation has declined. GDP 
has risen, crude oil prices 
are down and egg prices 
have declined 62% since 
inauguration day. The trade 
deficit has shrunk, tariff 
revenue has tripled and 
investments in American 
industries continue to pour 
in. 

It’s hard to get Americans 
to agree about anything, 
but 53% approve of how 
President Trump is han-
dling things. We now have 
a functioning president. 
The open border has been 
closed, yet the Washington 
Post, representative of the 
useless media, reports that 
it is mysterious that fentan-
yl seizures are down 30%. 
I would be insulted if you 
called me a journalist, but 
I’ll report the obvious: the 
cartels are having a tough-
er time smuggling drugs 
because the border is no 
longer wide open.

The people who were 
wrong about inflation, 
Hunter’s laptop, Covid 

vaccines, Russian and 
Ukraine collusion, law and 
order, Biden’s senility and 
corruption now ask us to 
trust them that President 
Trump is a monster and 
wrong about everything 
including deporting crimi-
nal illegals. The Democrats 
just spent $20 million 
trying to find out why 
people don’t trust them. 
It’s not rocket science. The 
majority of Americans are 
not stupid. They can com-
pare a demented president 
to an active, purposeful 
one with a plan to Make 
America Great Again. What 
stands in the way are activ-
ist judges, Democrats with 
no message or plans and a 
cadre of sycophantic jour-
nalists lost to reason and 
facts.

I follow the science blog 
of Robert Malone MD, MS 
and researcher. I’m a sci-
ence trained guy and I am 
sometimes challenged by 
the perspectives of those 
who have a non science 
educational background.  

Recently, Dr. Malone 
wrote an article entitled 
“Confirmational Bias,” using 
as an example the Harvard 
behavioral researcher who 
was fired from her tenured, 
million dollar a year posi-
tion for “academic fraud.” 
Basically, the disgraced 
researcher manipulated 
her studies to arrive at con-
clusions which conformed 
to commonly held beliefs, 
in other words, the woke 
groupthink. This is not the 
way science is done.  

When done honestly and 
carefully science can be 
helpful and render explana-
tions by testing a hypoth-
esis (a thought). But some 
things can’t be measured 
or tested. An example might 
be the intelligent designer 
of the Universe. Similarly, 
humans perceive we have 
an essence which science 
might identify as our inte-
grated nervous system. My 
non science persona con-
ceptualizes my essence as 
the non anatomic soul. But 
can this essence be objec-
tively measured? In the 
Middle Ages crude test-
ing attempted to measure 
the departure of a soul by 
weighing someone before 
and after they were execut-
ed. Sounds more like an old 
SNL skit. 

Suffice it to say, some 
things cannot currently be 
measured, but that does 
not mean they don’t exist. 
You can see, touch and 
weigh a human brain, but 
not its mindful thoughts. 
Furthermore, science may 
be able to tell you what 
can be done, but whether 
something should be done 
is within the realm of ethi-
cists and theologians. 

In a more practical sense, 
what if the arbiters of the 
law are themselves law-
less? Like most, I am frus-
trated with activist judges 
as well as the dysfunction 
and complexity of our gov-
ernment exemplified by the 
“big beautiful bill” and the 
reconciliation process. It is 
obvious that We The People 

are no longer in control of 
our government. Lord Acton 
famously said, “Power cor-
rupts; and absolute power 
corrupts absolutely.” Elon 
Musk seems disgusted with 
the government. Mr. Musk 
went to Washington and 
learned how bad the situa-
tion has become. You might 
imagine the government as 
some autonomously func-
tioning AI apparatus analo-
gous to The Terminator. 

Like Elon I get tired of 
fighting evil and would like 
to just wash my hands of 
the entire mess. I’m sure 
President Trump also gets 
tired. People have been 
trying to escape to monas-
teries, communes and even 
the New World throughout 
history. But I can’t run away 
because Jesus said, “To 
whom much is given much 
is required (Luke).”  

Jesus also said of his fol-
lowers that they were in the 
world but not of the world 
(John). Recently, I wrote 
that I exist in both a phys-
ical and spiritual world. 
I can deny neither real-
ity. Admittedly, the strug-
gle against evil weighs me 
down, but I take comfort in 
the old hymn, “This is my 
Father’s world. O let me 
ne’re forget that though the 
wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the ruler yet.”

Yes, in God I trust. In my 
wife, Becky, I trust. And 
in our warrior, President 
Trump, I trust. 

A Day Away

By Mike Steely

There’s no more standing in traffic to see Bald River Falls. The new bridge has a viewing platform and additional 
parking across the bridge.
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By Ray Hill
rayhill865@gmail.com

More than 44 years 
ago, the Smoky Mountain 
Quilters of Tennessee 
held their first quilt show, 
and the tradition contin-
ues this year. About 200 
stunning quilts will be on 

display on Friday, June 20 
and Saturday, June 21 in 
the Knoxville Expo Center, 
5441 Clinton Highway 
(at Merchant Drive) in 
Knoxville, TN 37912.  

Recently, the chair 

of that first show some 
four decades ago, visit-
ed with a group of guild 
members and reminisced 
about how it all started. 
“No one on our show com-
mittee had ever attend-
ed a quilt show or even 
entered one,” said Judy 
Elwood, who led the show 
committee of Suzanne 
Streagle, Glenys Nappo 
and Janice Sanders. “I 
think I convinced every-
one that we knew what 
we were doing.”  

The first show was held 
at the American Museum 
of Science and Energy in 
Oak Ridge. 

Both the guild and the 
annual show and com-
petition have grown over 
the decades. The show 
is known for drawing high 
quality entries, and this 
year the guild is offering 
$7,800 in prize money. 

The show will take place 
from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. on 
Friday and from 9 a.m. 
- 4 p.m. on Saturday. 
Admission is $10; for a 
2-day pass, $15, and free 
for children under age 12.  
The Expo Center has free 
parking and is accessible 
to the disabled.

The guild has developed 
several traditions over the 
years. In 2008, the first 

antique quilt turning took 
place, and it has become 
a very popular part of the 
show, with standing room 
only for the sessions. It will 
take place this year at 11 
a.m. and 1 p.m. on Friday, 
with Merikay Waldvogel, 
a nationally known quilt 
researcher, and Cindy 
Stuart, a certified quilt 
appraiser, presenting. 

Show attendees are 
encouraged to bring a quilt 
– whether historic or con-
temporary – to the show 
and record a brief story 
during a free video record-
ing session that will be 
archived in the Quilt Alliance 
“Go Tell It!” project. Other 

special attractions include 
a scavenger hunt for the 
young ones and great shop-
ping opportunities, with 
lots of vendors and a bou-
tique of unique items hand-
crafted by guide members. 
Cindy Stuart will offer quilt 
appraisals by appoint-
ment. Contact her at (865) 
386-0940 to schedule an 
appraisal.   

For more information 
about the show and the 
guild, please visit www.
smokymtnquilters.com, 
email info@smokymtn-
quilters.com or find us on 
Facebook and Instagram: 
Smoky Mountain Quilters 
of Tennessee. 

FOR MORE DETAILS & TERMS VISIT: www.powellauction.com

Auction & Realty

6729 Pleasant Ridge Road
Knoxville, TN 37921

865-938-3403
K e n n y  P h i l l i p s ,  A u c t i o n e e r  -  L i c  #  2 3 8 5

ONLINE ONLY REAL ESTATE AUCTION
4131 HOLSTON DRIVE - KNOXVILLE, TN 37914

BIDDING BEGINS TO CLOSE: 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 18TH AT 12:00PM - NOON (ET)

Move-in ready 2 bedroom - 2 bathroom home with 1120+/- SF
Thoughtfully renovated throughout with gorgeous kitchen

Conveniently located less than 5 minutes from I-40 and 10 minutes to
Downtown Knoxville and the University of Tennessee

OPEN HOUSE: 
MONDAY, JUNE 16TH FROM 2:00-4:00PM (ET)

Smoky Mountain Quilters of Tennessee 
hosts 44th Annual Quilt Show 

PHOTO BY JUDEE SHULER 

Barbara Mayo displays her award-winning quilt.
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Pages from the Past

By Ray Hill
rayhill865@gmail.com

The Senator From Michigan
Philip A. Hart

Senator Philip A. Hart 
was part of “the Greatest 
Generat ion,”  those 
Americans born between 
1900 and 1925, most of 
whom fought in the Second 
World War.  Many of them 
were old enough to recall 
the First World War, and 
all of them lived through 
the Great Depression.  My 
grandfather on my moth-
er’s side exemplified that 
to me, having served in the 
Navy during World War II.  
John Swainson, a former 
governor of Michigan, 
summed up the life of the 
senator, saying, “That is the 
mystery of Phil Hart.  His 
gentleness and his perse-
verance made him a great 
man.”

Hart was one of the thou-
sands of Americans who 
stormed the beaches of 
Normandy on D-Day and 
was wounded by shrapnel 
on Utah Beach.  Phil Hart 
was sent to Percy Jones 
Army hospital in Battle 
Creek, Michigan.  There 
he met two other wounded 
veterans whom he would 
later serve with in the 
United States Senate: Bob 
Dole and Daniel Inouye.  
Rising to the rank of lieu-
tenant colonel, Philip Hart 
was awarded the Purple 
Heart, the French Croix de 
Guerre and the Bronze Star 
medals. 

Philip Hart served eigh-
teen years in the United 
States Senate and was 
well-loved and admired by 
many of his colleagues, 
both Democrats and 
Republicans.  Hart became 
known in the press as “The 
Conscience of the Senate.”  
A devout liberal, Hart was 
also a gentle man, pos-
sessing a gentle and warm 
sense of humor, complete-
ly free of any pretensions.  
When Hart announced his 
retirement from the Senate 
due to failing health, the 
senator added it was time 
for new ideas and new 
faces in Washington.  There 
are three Senate Office 
Buildings housing the sen-
ators, their staff, commit-
tee and hearing rooms.  
The oldest Senate Office 
Building was named for 
Georgia Democrat Richard 
Russell and the “new” 
building completed in 
1958 was later named for 
Republican Everett Dirksen 
of Illinois.  To honor Philip 
Hart, his colleagues voted 
to name the third building, 
then under construction, 
after the Michigan sena-
tor.  Mike Mansfield, who 
was also retiring from the 
Senate in 1976, once said 
of Hart in a meeting of the 
Democratic caucus, “In my 
opinion, Phil Hart is the 
best senator of us all.” 

That occurred after Hart 
had defied convention and 
tradition when he cast the 
only vote in the caucus 
against elevating Senator 
James O. Eastland of 
Mississippi to the position 
of President Pro Tempore 

of the Senate, putting the 
Mississippian in line for the 
presidency.  Hart strongly 
disapproved of Eastland’s 
views on civil rights and told 
his fellow Democrats the 
senator from Mississippi 
would make an “outra-
geous” chief executive.  
“For me to put him in line 
for the presidency is some-
thing I can’t do,” Hart told 
his colleagues.

It was Senator Philip A. 
Hart who sponsored legis-
lation to scatter the largest 
and most influential cor-
porations in the country, 
including General Motors.  
For a Michigan senator to 
defy General Motors was 
almost unthinkable, as it 
was a behemoth in the eco-
nomic life of the Wolverine 
State. 

Senator Hart hoped to 
win hearts and minds with 
gentle persuasion rather 
than arm-twisting in a city 
where arms were routinely 
pulled out of their sockets. 

Hart married wisely and 
well, tying the knot with 
Jane Briggs, daughter of 
multi-millionaire business-
man and philanthropist 
Walter Briggs, who owned 
the Detroit Tigers at the 
time.  “Janey” Briggs Hart 
was an individualist in her 
own right, as well as quite 
an accomplished woman, 
becoming the first woman 
to pilot a helicopter in 
Michigan, and she flew her 
own airplane.  It was Janey 
Hart who flew her husband 
to campaign stops all over 
Michigan when he ran for 
the United States Senate 
in 1958. 

Phil Hart had met Jane 
Briggs through her brother, 
who was his college room-
mate.  The Harts were a 
prolific couple, and their 
union produced nine chil-
dren, although Philip Jr. 
tragically died while a tod-
dler.  Jane Briggs Hart was 
a plain-spoken and highly 
opinionated woman who 
was a proud member of 
the National Organization 
of Women (NOW) and did 
not in any way resem-
ble the traditional polit-
ical helpmate of most 
officeholders.  When Jane 
announced she would not 
pay income taxes, explain-
ing, “I cannot contribute 
one more dollar toward the 
purchase of more bombs 
and bullets.”  Senator Hart 
told newsmen he was sup-
portive of his wife’s anti-
war position, although he 
couldn’t agree with her sub-
verting the “rational struc-
ture of government.”  Jane 
Hart was also arrested at a 
Catholic mass held inside 
the Pentagon, protesting 
the Vietnam War.  While 
perhaps not as virulent as 
his spouse, Senator Hart 
was a strong opponent of 
the war in Vietnam.  During 
his last six years in office, 
Philip Hart wore a beard.  
The senator had promised 
two of his teenage sons 
that were he reelected to 

the Senate in 1970, he 
would grow a beard, which 
he kept until the end of his 
life.

After the war, Hart prac-
ticed law and lived the 
life of a family man and 
developed an interest in 
Democratic politics.  Phil 
Hart was mentored in 
politics by his one-time 
law school classmate G. 
Mennen Williams, heir to 
the Mennen Company, 
which first produced 
talcum powder, then new to 
the market in 1878.  Later, 
Mennen became known 
for products like “Speed 
Stick” and its skin bracer 
aftershave.  Williams was 
the grandson of Gerhard 
Heinrich Mennen and was 
named for his grandfa-
ther.  The company’s prod-
ucts also gave Williams 
the nickname of “Soapy,” 
and he was elected gover-
nor of Michigan in 1948.  
Once in office, Governor 
Williams tapped Hart to 
serve as the Corporation 
Securities Commissioner 
for Michigan.  President 
Truman appointed Phil 
Hart to serve as the U.S. 
Attorney for the Eastern 
District of Michigan in 
1952 and served for a year 
until Dwight Eisenhower 
was elected and he was 
replaced by a Republican 
appointee.  Once again, 
Governor Williams appoint-
ed Hart as his legal coun-
sel.  In 1954, Williams 
backed Philip Hart for lieu-
tenant governor, an elected 
post in the Wolverine State.  
As governor, “Soapy” 
Williams controlled the 
levers of power in Michigan 
and had extended a tight 
grip on the Wolverine 
State’s Democratic Party.  
Williams’ political alliance 
with Walter Reuther and 
the CIO was distasteful to 
many old-time Democrats.  
Hart’s opponent inside 
the Democratic primary 
was George S. Fitzgerald, 
who had been the attor-
ney for Jimmy Hoffa’s AFL 
Union, which had no use for 
Governor Williams.  Philip 
Hart won by better than 
two-to-one.

Both Williams and Hart 

were elected and reelect-
ed in the 1956 general 
elections. 

When “Soapy” Williams 
showed no inclination to 
run for the U.S. Senate 
in 1958, having opted to 
seek yet another two-year 
term as governor, Phil Hart 
became a candidate for 
the Democratic nomina-
tion.  Hart was the benefi-
ciary of a united party and 
won the nomination with 
more than 80% of the bal-
lots cast for the right to 
face the GOP incumbent, 
Senator Charles E. Potter.

Charlie Potter was a 
meek-looking fellow, only 
forty-two years old, but 
he was also part of that 
“Greatest Generation” and 
had lost both legs during 
the Second World War and 
walked with crutches for the 
remainder of his life.  Potter 
had won a special elec-
tion to fill a vacancy in the 
House of Representatives 
when the incumbent con-
gressman suddenly died.  
Potter had moved up swift-
ly and had beaten Senator 
Blair Moody in the 1952 
election.  Republicans 
had done very well in 
Michigan for the better 
part of two decades and 
the pendulum was begin-
ning to swing back in the 
other direction.  Senator 
Homer Ferguson had lost 
his reelection bid in 1954 
in an upset, and by 1958, 
Charlie Potter was the lone 
Republican holding state-
wide office.  Potter’s reelec-
tion campaign suffered 
from defections on the far 
right by those who idol-
ized the late Joe McCarthy 
and a perceived lack of 
support from President 
Eisenhower.  1958 was a 
catastrophic year for GOP 
incumbents, and Hart 
won a relatively close vic-
tory, beating Potter by 
170,000 votes out of 2.25 
million cast.  Never again 
would Philip A. Hart ever 
dip below 60% of the vote 
when running statewide.  In 
his 1970 reelection cam-
paign, Senator Hart defeat-
ed Lenore Romney, former 
First Lady of Michigan, the 
wife of Governor George 

Romney and the mother of 
Mitt Romney. 

A genuinely modest 
person, Hart drove his 
press secretary to dis-
traction, who complained 
that it was nigh to impos-
sible to craft a biography 
for the senator and relate 
his accomplishments in the 
Senate due to Hart’s dis-
like for what he regarded as 
“self-congratulatory politi-
cal documents.”  Hart him-
self penned a portion of a 
biography noting his reelec-
tion to the Senate in 1964 
“was not unrelated to the 
national candidacies that 
year of Lyndon B. Johnson 
and Barry Goldwater.”

When “Soapy” Williams 
finally decided to make a 
bid for the U.S. Senate 
in 1966 following the 
retirement and death of 
Senator Pat McNamara, 
he lost to conservative 
GOP Congressman Robert 
Griffin.  Senator Griffin 
would be almost inevita-
bly on the other side of any 
question of his Michigan 
colleague.  Phil Hart never 
bowed to political pres-
sure and busing became 
a heated issue in the 
Wolverine State (George 
Wallace confounded just 
about everyone when he 
won the 1972 presidential 
primary in Michigan), Hart 
opposed curbs on school 
busing to achieve racial bal-
ance even when it became 
a flash point for tens of 
thousands of Michigan 
voters.  While political 
opposites, Phil Hart and 
Bob Griffin personally 
remained good friends.

Senator Hart was a 
thorn in the side of the 
presidential administra-
tion of Richard Nixon and 
was a leader in the fights 
to deny confirmation of 
both Clement Haynsworth 
and Harold Carswell to 
the Supreme Court of the 
United States.  Hart was 
supposedly offered a seat 
on the high court himself 
by President Johnson when 
Abe Fortas resigned due to 
the controversy surround-
ing his nomination to serve 
as chief justice.  Senator 
Hart was said to have 

politely turned down the 
tentative offer, saying he 
didn’t wish to be the benefi-
ciary of Fortas’ misfortune.  
Hart was a stalwart in the 
Senate in support of Lyndon 
Johnson’s Great Society 
and was the floor manager 
for the Voting Rights Act of 
1965.  Senator Hart was a 
champion of the consumer 
and sponsored the Truth in 
Lending legislation. 

Philip Hart opted not to 
seek reelection in 1976, 
and only a month after his 
June 1975 announcement 
did he learn from doctors 
that he had cancer, which 
had already spread through-
out his body.  Senator Hart 
wasted no time on self-pity 
and worked hard at his job 
until he could no longer do 
it.  Speaking to the mem-
bers of Michigan’s con-
gressional delegation in 
September 1976, Hart said 
simply, “I close as I began, 
by thanking all of you for 
trusting me.”

Hart died days before he 
would have retired from the 
United States Senate.  The 
Detroit Free Press declared 
Hart had become a legend 
during his own lifetime.  In 
the editorial published by 
the Free Press following 
the senator’s death, the 
newspaper stated, “There 
are few people who are 
almost universally respect-
ed.  Respect, after all, must 
be earned.  But Philip Hart 
was such a person.”  The 
Free Press readily acknowl-
edged, “And saying good-
bye is not easy at all.” 

Senator Philip A. Hart’s 
funeral was held in 
Washington, D.C., at St. 
Matthew’s Cathedral.  A 
reporter observed the 
number of black suits and 
mink coats going inside, 
along with “faded blue 
jeans stuffed into heavy 
boots” at a time when 
casual dress was not an 
option for funerals.  It was 
not Hart’s usual place to 
worship, but when the fail-
ing senator was told his 
own church could only hold 
350 people and his staff 
suggested mourners would 
need tickets to get inside, 
he demurred.

The last thing Philip 
Hart was aware of was his 
daughter Ann and three 
friends singing carols in 
his bedroom on Christmas 
night. 

Philip Hart died the day 
after Christmas 1976, with 
Jane, all eight of his chil-
dren, his son-in-law and two 
grandchildren at his bed-
side when he passed.  Only 
sixty-four years old when 
he died, Senator Philip A. 
Hart’s earthly remains were 
taken to lie near his name-
sake and toddler son in 
Michigan.

© 2025 Ray Hill

FROM THE AUTHOR’S PERSONAL COLLECTION.

Autographed photo of Senator Philip Hart of Michigan, circa 1959.

PHOTO BY JUDEE SHULER 

Barbara Mayo displays her award-winning quilt.
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BASEMENT OR 
CRAWLSPACE LEAKING??

Don’t overpay the nationwide 
companies by the thou$ands when 
MOLD TOX, LLC can install a dry-up 

system for a fraction of the cost!
BBB Accredited Business with A+ Rating

TN Charter #4410

(865) 524-1227     (865) 453-1880
www.moldtox.com

plunge into the pool below. 
Visitors often sit on the 
rocks above and watch the 
daredevils.

The replacement of the 
bridge meant long trips in 
and out for those residents 
living or camping on the 
south side of the falls. The 
improvements are drawing 
a crowd on weekends, so if 
you’d like to visit, any week-
day is better.

On your way to or from 
Bald River Falls, you might 
want to take in the Charles 
Hall Museum in Tellico 
Plains or venture across 

the Cherohala Skyway 
into North Carolina for 
some breathtaking views 
with pull-offs, and then 
Robbinsville and Cherokee.

Or you could come back 
to Madisonville and Vonore 
and visit historic Fort 
Loudoun and the Sequoyah 
Birthplace Museum.

Taking a day away from 
work and the house can be 
refreshing and interesting.

You can get more infor-
mation about Tellico Plains 
online at www.tellicoplain-
stn.com or at www.visit-
monroetn.com.

Bald River Falls Bridge
Cont. from page 1

Grief is a 
really weird 
thing. It doesn’t 
always make 
sense. It doesn’t 
follow the rules. 
It never asks 
for permission 
to invade. It 
shows up in the 
strangest times 
and the weird-
est ways. 

I am currently read-
ing and studying the early 
days of David, the shep-
herd from Bethlehem, and 
his rise to become the king 
of Israel. I was particularly 
struck by the message in 
2 Samuel 1, which offers 
one of the most unexpect-
ed responses to loss found 
in the Bible. David, a war-
rior and the future king, is 
devastated upon hearing 
of the deaths of Saul and 
Jonathan. He breaks down, 
weeps, and experiences 
deep pain.

David’s heart is 
laid bare, reveal-
ing the intense 
and genuine 
emotion of grief. 
What’s surprising 
is that Saul was 
his enemy; he 
had hunted David, 
slandered him, 
and even attempt-
ed to kill him for 
over a decade. 

Yet, in Saul’s death, David 
weeps, tears his clothes, 
and mourns deeply.

This is the mystery of 
grief—it doesn’t always 
make sense. At all.

Sometimes, we grieve 
what we’ve lost. This griev-
ing can happen immediate-
ly, or it may come later. One 
of the more difficult aspects 
of grief happens when we 
mourn not just those who 
have died but also those 
who are still alive but have 
become absent, changed, 
distant, or no longer the 

person they once were. I 
believe that David mourn-
ed for Saul and Jonathan 
even while they were still 
alive, before they drew their 
final breaths on earth. He 
missed the connection they 
once shared, which often 
serves as a starting point 
for grief.

Grief doesn’t always 
follow death. Sometimes 
it follows distance. We can 
mourn people who are still 
alive because relation-
ships change, people can 
drift apart, and connec-
tions break. It is possible to 
grieve the living, the ones 
we loved, lost, or had to 
let go, even though they’re 
still breathing. This emotion 
spiritually suffocates more 
people than you could ever 
imagine.

Why grief? David grieved 
Saul! And it’s strange. Yet 
it’s in this passage that I 
think we have a connection 
point of why we grieve: His 

grief was not because Saul 
was perfect, but because 
David had loved him, cared 
for him, honored him, and 
hoped for something dif-
ferent. That’s the strange 
thing about grief — it touch-
es places in the soul we 
didn’t even know existed.

David didn’t hide his 
tears or try to explain them 
away. Grief is not a sign of 
weakness; it is a human 
and sacred emotion. It is 
a God-given feeling that 
reveals what truly mat-
ters to us, and it shows the 
price we must pay for the 
people we deeply love.

Grief is complicated. It 
is a genuine emotion that 
everyone experiences at 
some point in life. You may 
be grieving someone who 
has passed away or some-
one who is still alive but 
no longer present in your 
life. Regardless of the sit-
uation, your feelings are 
valid, and you are not alone 

in your experience. In our 
grief, God stands with us. 
He doesn’t rush us through 
the process or shame us 
for feeling this way. He 
shares in our sorrow, just 
as He did with Martha and 
Mary at the tomb of their 
brother, comforting them in 
their time of loss.

Here are a few ways to 
carry grief effectively, even 
when it feels overwhelming:

Acknowledge Your Feelings: 
Instead of minimizing or 
ignoring your grief, con-
front it head-on. Like David, 
express your feelings out 
loud and be honest about 
what you’re experiencing. 
By doing so, you begin to 
unlock the path toward 
healing.

Don’t Grieve Alone: While 
community may not elim-
inate your pain, it can 
help you bear it. Seek out 
a group that truly cares 
about you and allow them 
to join you on this journey. 

Sometimes, just knowing 
that someone else recog-
nizes your tears can be a 
source of healing.

Look for Signs of Joy: 
Although it can break your 
heart and affect your hap-
piness, it does not have to 
take away your joy. Allow 
yourself to laugh, breathe, 
and hope again.

Invite God into Your Grief: 
Seek God’s presence 
rather than just answers. 
Remember that He is near 
to the brokenhearted.

If you’re grieving today, 
find comfort in this: even 
David, a giant killer, a 
future king, and someone 
chosen by God, wept bit-
terly over a man who once 
tried to destroy him. Grief is 
strange, but it’s sacred. You 
are not unusual for expe-
riencing it. Even amidst 
confusion and heartbreak, 
remember that God is close 
to the brokenhearted.

Grief: An Uninvited Guest That Can’t Be Ignored

By Justin Pratt, 
Clear Springs Baptist 
Church Senior Pastor

Kid A’ Riffic Fun In The Park 
Summer 2025 line up

Kid A’ Riffic Fun in the 
Park kicked off anoth-
er season of summer fun 
for families last week at 
Chilhowee Park.

Hosted by the City’s 
Office of Special Events, 
Parks and Recreation, 
and other community part-
ners, Kid A’ Riffic offers 
free games, crafts and 
other activities designed 
for children ages 2-12. 
Participation is free, and 
no registration is required.

Events will be held 
Wednesdays in June and 
July from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
at the following locations:

- June 11 – Safety City of 
Knoxville, 165 S. Concord 
St.

- June 18 – Rock City 
Ballfield and Fire Station 
No. 10, 1350 East Moody 
Ave.

- June 25 – Ijams Nature 
Center, 2915 Island Home 
Park

- July 19 – West Hills 
Park, John Bynon Park, 
7624 Sheffield Dr.

- July 16 – Adair Park, 
1807 Adair Dr.

- July 23 – World’s Fair 
Park, 1060 World’s Fair 
Park Dr.

Kid A’ Riffic began in 2019 
as a weekly way to con-
nect youngsters and their 
families with summertime 
activities in Market Square. 
In 2023, Kid A’ Riffic was 
awarded Best Children’s 
Event in the Southeast by 
the Southeast Festivals & 
Events Association

For more information 
about City parks’ ameni-
ties, visit KnoxvilleTN.gov/
parks
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COURT 
NOTICES
NON-RESIDENT 

NOTICE
TO: RUTH SUZANNE WORLEY SMITH

IN RE: CASS MICHAEL SMITH
VS.

RUTH SUZANNE WORLEY SMITH

NO. 210879-2
IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 

COUNTY, TENNESSEE
In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 

filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant RUTH 
SUZANNE WORLEY SMITH, a non-resident of 
the State of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts 
cannot be ascertained upon diligent search and 
inquiry, so that the ordinary process of law cannot 
be served upon RUTH SUZANNE WORLEY SMITH 
described in the complaint, it is ordered that said 
defendant, RUTH SUZANNE WORLEY SMITH 
file an answer with the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court at Knoxville, Tennessee and with 
David A. Lufkin, Sr., an Attorney whose address is 
5329 Brown Gap Rd., Knoxville, TN 37918, within 
thirty (30) days of the last date of publication or a 
judgment by default will be taken against you and 
the cause will be set for hearing Ex-Parte as to 
you before Chancellor Richard B. Armstrong, Jr. at 
the Knox County Chancery Court, Division II, 400 
Main Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902.

This notice will be published in a The Knoxville 
Focus Newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 20th day of May, 2025.

J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO: ESTATE OF OSCAR M. COWARD, 
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF ESTATE 

OF OSCAR M. COWARD,
AND MORTGAGE INVESTOR’S GROUP
IN RE: AVERY WOODS HOMEOWNER’S 

ASSOCATION INC.
VS.

ESTATE OF OSCAR M. COWARD, UNKNOWN 
HEIRS OF ESTATE OF OSCAR M. COWARD,

           AND MORTGAGE INVESTOR’S GROUP

NO. 209736-2
IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 

COUNTY, TENNESSEE
In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 

filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant 
ESTATE OF OSCAR M. COWARD, UNKNOWN 
HEIRS OF ESTATE OF OSCAR M. COWARD, AND 
MORTGAGE  INVESTOR’S  GROUP,  a non-resident 
of the State of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts 
cannot be ascertained upon diligent search and 
inquiry, so that the ordinary process of law cannot 
be served upon ESTATE OF OSCAR  M. COWARD, 
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF ESTATE OF OSCAR M. 
COWARD, AND MORTGAGE INVESTOR’S GROUP 
described in the complaint, it is ordered that said 
defendant, ESTATE OF OSCAR M. COWARD, 
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF ESTATE OF OSCAR M. 
COWARD, AND MORTGAGE INVESTOR’S  GROUP 
file an answer with the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court at Knoxville, Tennessee and with 
Kevin C. Stevens, an Attorney whose address is 
550 Main St., Knoxville, TN 37902 within thirty 
(30) days of the last date of publication or a 
judgment by default will be taken against you and 
the cause will be set for hearing Ex-Parte as to you 
before Chancellor Richard B. Armstrong , Jr., at 
the Knox County Chancery Court, Division II, 400 
Main Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902.

This notice will be published in a The Knoxville 
Focus Newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 20th day of May, 2025.

J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF NANCY HUDSON ANFINSON
DOCKET NUMBER 90966-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 22nd day 
of MAY, 2025, Letters Testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of NANCY HUDSON ANFINSON, 
who died March 26, 2025, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County. Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2, otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first date of the publication of this Notice if the 
creditor received an actual copy of this Notice To 
Creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the Notice To Creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 22nd day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF NANCY HUDSON ANFINSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
HELEN BORING, EXECUTRIX

6306 WILD OAK DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

VICTORIA B. TILLMAN, ATTORNEY
1019 ORCHID DRIVE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DAVID MELVIN BENNETT
DOCKET NUMBER 90936-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 19th day 
of MAY, 2025, letters administration (or letters 
of testamentary as the case may be) in respect 
of the Estate of DAVID MELVIN BENNETT, who 
died April 7, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident, and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) from the date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty {60} days after from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of the notice 
to creditors if the creditor received the copy of 
the notice Jess than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of first 
publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 19th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF DAVID MELVIN BENNETT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MICHAEL ANDREW BENNETT

5615 JACKSBORO PIKE, APT. 4
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

CHARLES H. CHILD, ATTORNEY
116 AGNES ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BARBARA NAOMI BOWLIN,
AKA B. NAOMI BOWLIN

DOCKET NUMBER 90963-2
Notice is hereby given that on the 16 day of 

MAY, 2025, letters administration in respect of 
the Estate of BARBARA NAOMI BOWLIN, AKA 
B. NAOMI BOWLIN, who died Jan. 4, 2025, 
were issued to the undersigned by the Clerk and 
Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 16 day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF BARBARA NAOMI BOWLIN,
AKA B. NAOMI BOWLIN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TAMMY STAFFORD, ADMINISTRATRIX

3145 WHISPERING OAKS DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37938

JANE KAUFMAN JONES, ATTORNEY
8517 KINGSTON PIKE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF TERRY WAYNE BROYLES, JR.
DOCKET NUMBER 90841-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 20 day 
of MAY, 2025, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of TERRY WAYNE BROYLES, 
JR., who died Dec. 31, 2024, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk and 
Master of the above named court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 20 day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF TERRY WAYNE BROYLES, JR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DALE CLIFTON, ADMINISTRATOR

9401 SARASOTA DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF SHERRI LYNN CLINE
DOCKET NUMBER 90972-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 21st day of 
MAY, 2025, Letters of Administration in respect 
of the Estate of SHERRI LYNN CLINE, who died on 
March 22, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the Estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 21st day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF SHERRI LYNN CLINE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MICHAEL K. HARRIS
7813 ASHLEY ROAD
POWELL, TN 37849

KEVIN A. DEAN, ATTORNEY
550 WEST MAIN STREET, SUITE 500

KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF KERMIT C. DAVIS
DOCKET NUMBER 90865-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 19th day of 
MAY, 2025, Letters Testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of KERMIT C. DAVIS who died January 
12, 2025 were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
of the above-named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 19th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF KERMIT C. DAVIS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
REID MARSHALL DAVIS, EXECUTOR

2620 WALDAVE LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

BRENDEN S. MORIARTY, ATTORNEY
1111 N. NORTHSHORE DRIVE, SUITE S-700

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CARLENE N. ELROD
DOCKET NUMBER 90750-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 22nd day 
of MAY, 2025, Letters Testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of CARLENE N. ELROD, who died on 
February 28, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 22nd day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF CARLENE N. ELROD

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ROBERT M. ELROD

1621 RUSHING WIND LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

REBECCA D. ABBOTT ATTORNEY
118 HUXLEY RD., SUITE 7

KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CHERYLL LYNN KITTS
DOCKET NUMBER 90865-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 19 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters testamentary (or letters of 
administration as the case may be) in respect of 
the Estate of CHERYLL LYNN KITTS, who died 
March 27, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery  Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 19 day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF CHERYLL LYNN KITTS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
PAMELA L. PELLE
7908 BOSS ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN 37931

KAITLYN A. SELL, ATTORNEY
P. NEWMAN BANKSTON, ATTORNEY

900 S. GAY STREET, 14th FLOOR
P. O. BOX 2047

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JAMES FRANKLIN LUSTER
DOCKET NUMBER 90749-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 22nd 
day of MAY, 2025, Letters of Testamentary/
Administration in respect to the Estate of 
JAMES FRANKLIN LUSTER, deceased, who 
died on December 15, 2024, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate  
Division  for Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured against his/her Estate are required 
to file the same in triplicate with the Clerk and 
Master of the above named Court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claim will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the Decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 22nd day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF JAMES FRANKLIN LUSTER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
WHITNEY S. LUSTER

7908 HALLSDALE ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37938

SCOTT B. HAHN, ATTORNEY
5344 N. BROADWAY, SUITE 101

KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF RAYMOND LEE PAINE,
AKA RAYMOND L. PAINE, MD

DOCKET NUMBER 90950-1
Notice is hereby given that on the 19 day of 

MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of RAYMOND LEE PAINE, AKA RAYMOND 
L. PAINE, MD, who died April 17, 2025, were 
issued to the undersigned by the Clerk and 
Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 

(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1) (A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 19 day of MAY, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF RAYMOND LEE PAINE,
AKA RAYMOND L PAINE, MD

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
PETER LEE PAINE, EXECUTOR

PETER LEE PAINE ATTORNEY
148 DOUBLETREE LANE

FLORENCE, AL 35634

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF EMIL R. RAMIREZ
DOCKET NUMBER 90954-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 19 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of EMIL R. RAMIREZ, who died Feb. 22, 
2025, were issued to the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 19 day of MAY, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF EMIL R. RAMIREZ

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
LISA MARIE PISO, EXECUTRIX

973 KAHITE TRAIL
VONORE, TN 37885

DAVID J. OTTEN, ATTORNEY
P. O. BOX 32211

KNOXVILLE, TN 37930

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF THEDFORD ANDREW ROY
DOCKET NUMBER 90866-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 19 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of THEDFORD ANDREW ROY, who died 
March 3, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 19 day of MAY, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF THEDFORD ANDREW ROY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SCOTT ANDREW ROY, EXECUTOR

5 PENNSYLVANIA STREET
BEVERLY HILLS, FL 34465

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MONICA LEE STERNLIEB
DOCKET NUMBER 90945-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 22nd day 
of MAY, 2025, letters administration (or letters of 
testamentary as the case may be) in respect of the 
Estate of MONICA LEE STERNLIEB, who died Feb. 
27, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident, and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the  same  with the clerk 
of the above-named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 22nd day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF MONICA LEE STERNLIEB

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JOHN NOLAN SHARBEL

JOHN  NOLAN SHARBEL, ATTORNEY
911 CROSS PARK DR.. BLDG. D, STE. 200

KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DONNIE L. THOMAS
DOCKET NUMBER 90948-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 22nd day of 
MAY, 2025, Letters of Administration in respect 
of the Estate of DONNIE L. THOMAS, who died 
April 6, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured and 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice, if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 22nd day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF DONNIE L. THOMAS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
CRYSTAL DENISE THOMAS

4813 E. GOVERNOR JOHN SEVIER HWY.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37914

RYAN S. WORTLEY, ATTORNEY
3715 POWERS STREET
KNOXVILLE, TN 37917

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ANITA GAYLE TOWLE
DOCKET NUMBER 90904-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 28th 
day of MAY, 2025, letters of administration in 
respect of the Estate of ANITA GAYLE TOWLE, 
who died on March 22, 2025, were issued 
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the above named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) , otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A) above; or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the Decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 28th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF ANITA GAYLE TOWLE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JULIA T. LUCK

9400 TURF ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

WILLIAM R. RAY, ATTORNEY
1356 PAPERMILL POINTE WAY

KNOXVILLE, TN 37909

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF THOMAS E. WAINNER
DOCKET NUMBER 90974-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 22nd 
day of MAY, 2025, letters testamentary (or 
letters of administration as the case may be) in 
respect of the Estate of THOMAS E. WAINNER, 
who died February 17, 2025, were issued 
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 22nd day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF THOMAS E. WAINNER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
WENDEL MARK WAINNER

4066 GENERAL MARTIN LANE
FRANKLIN, TN 37064

JON MCMURRAY JOHNSON, ATTORNEY
10413 KINGSTON PIKE, SUITE 200

KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF KATHLEEN ANNE WATSON
DOCKET NUMBER 90955-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 28th 
day of MAY, 2025, letters testamentary (or 
letters of administration as the case maybe) 
in respect of the Estate of KATHLEEN ANNE 
WATSON, who died February 1, 2025, were 
issued to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the above named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 28th day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF KATHLEEN ANNE WATSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DONALD TIMOTHY BENNETT

7265 HAYNESFIELD LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

BRADLEY H. HODGE, ATTORNEY
900 SOUTH GAY STREET, SUITE 2100

KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CHARLOTTE ANN WEIGEL
DOCKET NUMBER 90837-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 22nd day 
of MAY, 2025, Letters Testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of CHARLOTTE ANN WEIGEL, 
who died on March 3, 2025, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against this 
estate are required to file the same with the 

Clerk and Master of the above-named court on 
or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in 
(1) or (2) below, otherwise their claims will be 
forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 22nd day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF CHARLOTTE ANN WEIGEL

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ROBIN MADDUX

PEYTON MADDUX STANTON
749 LARGO VISTA RD.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

JANE KAUFMAN JONES, ATTORNEY
8517 KINGSTON PIKE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF SUE BRACEWELL WHITTLE
DOCKET NUMBER 90965-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 22nd 
day of MAY, 2025, Letters Testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of SUE BRACEWELL 
WHITTLE, who died April 12, 2025, were issued 
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident. having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first date of the publication of this Notice if the 
creditor received an actual copy of this Notice To 
Creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of the Notice 
To Creditors if the creditor received the copy of 
the notice less than sixty j60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of first 
publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 22nd day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF SUE BRACEWELL WHITTLE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ALLISON E. HODGES

7030 HODGES FERRY ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

VICTORIA B. TILLMAN, ATTORNEY
1019 ORCHID DRIVE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF KEVIN RANDALL BOOTH
DOCKET NUMBER 90978-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 3rd 
day of JUNE, 2025, letters of administration 
in respect of the Estate of KEVIN RANDALL 
BOOTH, who died February 14, 2025, were 
issued to the undersigned by Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication: or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 3rd day of JUNE, 2025. 

ESTATE OF KEVIN RANDALL BOOTH

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KIMBERLY WOODIE

300 OWEN MOORE DR.
MAYNARDVILLE, TN 37807

ERIC EBBERT, ATTORNEY
PAUL F. HANNAN, ATTORNEY

9145 CROSS PARK DRIVE, STE. 103
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DENNIS MITCHELL 
BRADBURN, SR.

DOCKET NUMBER 90391-3
Notice is hereby given that on the 4th day 

of JUNE, 2025, letters testamentary (or letters 
of administration as the case may be) in respect 
of the Estate of DENNIS MITCHELL BRADBURN, 
SR., who died August 10, 2024, were issued 
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the above named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 4th day of JUNE, 2025.

ESTATE OF DENNIS 
MITCHELL BRADBURN, SR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MARTHA SUE BRADBURN

10839 CARMICHAEL ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37932

ARNOLD G. COHEN, ATTORNEY
6025 BROOKVALE LANE, SUITE 204

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919-4031
P. O. BOX 51785

KNOXVILLE, TN 37950

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES

Bald River Falls Bridge
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NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF EVELYN JEANETTE CLINE
DOCKET NUMBER 90984-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 4th day of 
JUNE, 2025, Letters Testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of EVELYN JEANETTE CLINE, who died 
April 11, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days form the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least 
sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four (4) 
months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 4th day of JUNE, 2025.

ESTATE OF EVELYN JEANETTE CLINE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TERRY CLINE

7825 CHILLINGSWORTH LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37938

DAVID H. LUHN, ATTORNEY
310 N. FOREST PARK BLVD.

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PHYLLIS ANN CONATSER
DOCKET NUMBER 90981-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 3rd day of 
JUNE, 2025, Letters Testamentary in respect of 
the Estate  of PHYLLIS ANN CONATSER, who 
died April 1, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the Estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this Notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the Notice to Creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the Notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 3rd day of JUNE, 2025.

ESTATE OF PHYLLIS ANN CONATSER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DANNA LYNN CARTER

1701 OXBOW LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37931

PAMELA P. GIBSON, ATTORNEY
P. O. BOX 6197

OAK RIDGE, TN 37831

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF E. BRUCE FOSTER, JR.
DOCKET NUMBER 90980-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 3rd day of 
JUNE, 2025, Letters Testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of E. BRUCE FOSTER, JR., who died 
March 7, 2025 were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 3rd day of JUNE, 2025.

ESTATE OF E. BRUCE FOSTER, JR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MARY E. G. FOSTER

5509 GLEN COVE DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

ANDREW M. HALE, ATTORNEY

P. O. BOX 629
KNOXVILLE, TN 37901-0629

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF KATHRYN ODOM HOWARD
DOCKET NUMBER 90983-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 3rd day of 
JUNE, 2025, Letters Testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of KATHRYN ODOM HOWARD, who 
died testate on April 11, 2025, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days form the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least 
sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four (4) 
months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 3rd day of JUNE, 2025.

ESTATE OF KATHRYN ODOM HOWARD

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
THOMAS KIDD

3581 TURTLE COVE COURT SE
MARIETTA, GA 30067

DAVID H. LUHN, ATTORNEY
310 N. FOREST PARK BLVD.

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DOUGLAS H. HUTCHINSON
DOCKET NUMBER 90957-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of DOUGLAS H. HUTCHINSON, who died 
March 9, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 22 day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF DOUGLAS H. HUTCHINSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DAVID C. HUTCHINSON, EXECUTOR

8208 FOX RUN LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

JAMES S. MACDONALD, ATTORNEY
606 WEST MAIN STREET, SUITE 225

KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOHN W. MARTIN
DOCKET NUMBER 90846-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 22nd day 
of MAY, 2025, letters administration (or letters of 
testamentary as the case may be) in respect of 
the Estate of JOHN W. MARTIN, who died March 
13, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident, and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
of the above-named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty {60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60} days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1) (A); or

(2) Twelve (12} months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 22nd day of MAY, 2025.

ESTATE OF JOHN W. MARTIN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SUSAN JOHNSON
620 BENNERT DR.

VANDALIA, OH 45377

DAVID H. LUHN, ATTORNEY
310 N. FOREST PARK BLVD.

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF STEWART S. OAKES
DOCKET NUMBER 90989-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 3rd 
day of JUNE, 2025, Letters Testamentary, in 
respect of the Estate of STEWART S. OAKES, 
deceased, who died April 26, 2025, were issued 
to the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured against his estate are 
required to file the same in triplicate with the Clerk 
of the above named Court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication (or posting, as the case may be) of 
this notice if the creditor received an actual copy 
of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four months from the date 
of the first publication (or posting); or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors, 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication (or 
posting) as Described in (1) (A); or

(2) 12 months from the decedent’s date of 
death.

This the 3rd day of JUNE, 2025.

ESTATE OF STEWART S. OAKES

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KENNETH SHURMAN OAKES, EXECUTOR

8153 MONDAY ROAD
CORRYTON, TN 37721

K. DAVID MYERS, ATTORNEY
P. O. BOX 13

MAYNARDVILLE, TN 37807

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ERNEST E. QUALLS
DOCKET NUMBER 90907-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 5th day of 
JUNE, 2025, letters testamentary (or letters of 
administration as the case may be) in respect of 
the Estate of ERNEST E. QUALLS, who died March 
7, 2025 were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
of the above named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 5th day of JUNE, 2025.

ESTATE OF ERNEST E. QUALLS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TEKKA K. CRAWFORD

201 HIGHLAND VIEW DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

KAITLYN A. SELL, ATTORNEY
P. NEWMAN BANKSTON, ATTORNEY

900 S. GAY STREET, 14TH FLOOR
P. O. BOX 2047

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARY ANN SIEBERT
DOCKET NUMBER 90988-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 4th day of 
JUNE, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of MARY ANN SIEBERT, who died April 
20, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
of the above named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 4th day of JUNE, 2025.

ESTATE OF MARY ANN SIEBERT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MICHELLE WILLIAMS
4530 ANNALEE WAY

KNOXVILLE, TN 37921

ROBERT W. WILKINSON, ATTORNEY
CHRISTY WHITE, ATTORNEY

P. O. BOX 4415
OAK RIDGE, TN 37831-4415

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MACK ROBERT WALKER
DOCKET NUMBER 90908-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 23 day of 
MAY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of MACK ROBERT WALKER, who died 
March 20, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named Court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2),  otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four ( 4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 23 day of MAY, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF MACK ROBERT WALKER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JANINE MARIE LANE, EXECUTRIX

2850 PERSIAN LANE
NEW MARKET, TN 37820

JONATHAN BAUMGARTNER, ATTORNEY
1522  HIGHLAND AVE.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37916

MISC.  NOTICES

LEGAL SECTION 94
Knox County will receive bids for the following 

items & services:

BID 3671, Halls Middle School Partial 
Renovation and Additions, due 07/10/2025

For additional information call 865-215-
5777, stop by the Procurement Division, 1000 
North Central St., Suite 100, Knoxville, TN  
37917, or visit our website: www.knoxcounty.
org/procurement. To bid on Knox County surplus 
items, go to www.govdeals.com.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Request for Bids – KCDC, the Public Housing 

Authority for Knoxville & Knox County, posts all 
of its solicitations at www.kcdc.org/procurement.  
Click on ‘Open Solicitations’ and follow the link.  

PUBLIC NOTICE
Invitation to Bid – Drywall

Knox Housing Partnership, Inc., dba 
HomeSource east tennessee, 109 Winona Street, 
Knoxville, TN 37917 is soliciting bids for drywall 
work for new construction of three (3) buildings, 
containing thirty (30) residential dwelling units 
located at 6010 Clayberry Drive in Knoxville 
Tennessee.

Qualified firms interested should submit 
their “Intent to Bid” in email format to bharris@
homesourcetn.org with “Willow Place 3 – Drywall, 
New Construction” in the subject line of the email, 
by June 23, 2025.

The “Intent to Bid” response should include a 
succinct narrative describing:

1. Delivery of Multifamily Drywall, New 
Construction experience, including:

a. License through the State of Tennessee, 
as applicable, and the ability to pull
permits in Knox County, TN
b. Thorough knowledge of drywall and 
related code
c. Experience with multi-family drywall, 
including installation of all drywall from

approved building plans.
2. List of projects completed
3. Relevant References

WBE, MBE, DBE or 8a Business Certification 
are encouraged.

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
The owner and /or lien holders of the following 

vehicle is hereby notified of their rights to pay all 
charges and reclaim said vehicle being held at 
701 Cooper St., Knoxville, TN 37917. Failure to 
reclaim this vehicle will be deemed a waiver of all 
rights, title, and consent to dispose of said vehicle 
at public auction on June 23, 2025 at 701 Cooper 
St, Knoxville, TN 37917.
1. ‘11 HYUNDAI ELANTRA 
KMHDH4AE6BU133185 PABLO DIAZ/RIDE AUTO 
SALES
2. ‘21 CHEVY COLORADO 1GCHSCEA8M1255284 
SAWYER CASHATT/SANTANDER
3. ‘00 BUICK CENTURY 2G4WS52J0Y1195424 
JOHNEY GREEN
4. ‘07 JEEP COMPASS 1J8FT47W87D107134 
JOSIAH PEARSON
5. ‘05 PONTIAC GRAND AM 
1G2NE52E15M229059 JASPER BROWN/
WALLACE AUTO SALES
6. ‘99 GMC SIERRA 1GTEC14WXXE512041 
JERROD KISER/ WALLACE AUTO SALES
7. ‘08 MAZDA MAZDA 6        1YVHP80C585M47973 
RONNIE OR SHIRLEY OAKES
8. ‘10 HYUNDAI SONATA         
5NPET4AC1AH585172 BRIDGETTE LUCAS
9. ‘01 SATURN L 1G8JU84F91Y504193 DAVID 
SETTLES/WALLACE AUTO SALES
10. ‘09 MERCEDES C30 WDDGF54X59R041952 
EVAN BLAKE
11. ‘23 DODGE RAM 1C6RR7ST4PS537618 
ENTERPRISE TRUST/EIU ELECTRIC
12. ‘15 HONDA ACCORD 1HGCR2F30FA180651 
MIGUEL MIGUEL/ UNITED AUTO SALES
13. ‘10 SAAB 9.3 YS3FC4CY4A1616590 
REBECCA CESARE
14. ‘10 NISSAN ALTIMA 1N4AL2AP1AC139885 
JAMES GLENN/ELITE MOTORS
15. ‘90 TOYOTA  PUJT4VN13G1L5026443 
DONNIE NEELY
16. ‘24 KIA FORTE 3KPF54AD6RE737857 ELLE 
KITTS/SANTANDER 
17. ‘16 NISSAN ALTIMA 1N4AL3AP6GC242587 
SUPPORT SOLUTIONS OF MID SOUTH
18. ‘06 VOLVO  XC90YV4CN592X61272166I 
REECE HUTCHINSON
19. ‘12 KIA OPTIMA 5XXGM4A72CG049564 
CHYANNA DEMPSEY
20. ‘11 CHEVY EQUINOX 2CNALDEC3B6404213 
TIFFANY FORD
21. ‘05 TOYOTA CAMRY 4T1BE32KX5U069073 
BRITTANY CARRIER
22. ‘08 TOYOTA PRIUS JTDKB20U987770623 
LINDA MOORE
23. ‘12 CHEVY CRUZE 1G1PD5SH9C7181865 
NATALIE RODRIGUEZ
24. ‘18 TOYOTA 4RUNNER  
JTEBU5JR7J5536533 MATTHEW RODGERS/
Y12FCU
25. ‘20 DODGE CHALLENGER 
2C3CDZFJ8LH110675 CHERYL FLATT/JORDAN 
ALLEN/Y12 FCU
26. ‘04 LINCOLN TOWNCAR 
1LNHM81W74Y602356 DEANDRE MITCHELL
27.  ‘19 HYUNDAI ACCENT  
3KPC24A35KE041175 MICHAEL HERRINGTON/
ASHANDAY HAYLES/AUTOMOTIVE CREDIT 
CORPORATION

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
The owners and/or lienholders of the following 

vehicles are hereby notified of their rights to pay 
all charges and reclaim said vehicles being held at 
the storage lot of Cedar Bluff Towing. Failure to 
reclaim these vehicles will be deemed a waiver 
of all rights and titles along with consent to 
dispose of said vehicles at a public auction held 
on July 21, 2025, at 623 Simmons Rd., Knoxville, 
TN. Vehicles will be sold “AS IS” and make no 
warranty as to condition or title. 
2009 Dodge G. Caravan 2D8HN54X69R524279 
(Shannon D. Hughes)
2024 Jeep G. Cherokee 1C4RJYB68RC203234 
(EAN Holdings LLC)
2007 Pontiac Torrent 2CKDL63F876027629 
(Michael or Debbie Roberts)
1999 Toyota Camry 4T1BG22K4XU400172 
(Walter R. Sims / Tennessee Title Loans)
1998 Buick Park Ave 1G4CW52KXW4602912 
(Jennifer Shalkowski)
2005 Toyota 4Runner JTEBT14R858020032 
(Kathryn L. Brewer)
2016 Honda Fit JHMGK5H73GX022615 (Robin 
B. Woodward)
2001 Mazda 626 1YVGF22D815250240 (Adam 
Irving)
2004 Nissan Titan 1N6AA06B84N552006 (Jeff 
Swaggerty)
2004 Acura MDX 2HNYD18654H520731 (Larry 
Williams)
2011 Subaru Outback 4S4BRBCCXB3383376 
(Joshua Raposa)
2009 Chevy Aveo KL1TD56E39B619766 (John 
Scanlon)
2008 Nissan Pathfinder 5N1AR18B08C655058 
(Patrick S. Mullins)
1995 Chevy Lumina 2G1WL52M6S1130900 

(Jesse Garrett)
1988 Ford F150 1FTDF15Y1JLA77965 (Chad A. 
Cummings)
2005 Infiniti G35 JNKCV54E05M426447 
(Herbert C. Booker)
2007 Ford F150 1FTRW12567FB38251 (Richard 
Harkleroad Jr.)
2018 Mitsubishi Outlander JA4AZ3A31JJ005329 
(Tonya Ray / Skopos Financial)
2017 GMC Acadia 1GKKRSKDXHJ115287 
(Rodney W. Wilson / Flagship Credit Acceptance)
1999 GMC Sonoma 1GTCS1949X8501368 
(Jeffrey Cook / Bank One)
2014 Chrysler 200 1C3CCBCG5EN199148 (Hugo 
Nolasco)
2014 Chevy Silverado 3GCPCREC8EG185480 
(Marco A. Samano Marquez)
2010 Mercedes GLK350 WDCGG5GB3AF481207 
(Cyrus Wilcher Smith)
2000 Mercedes S430 WDBNG70JXYA125403 
(Kory Newson)
2006 Chrysler T&C 1A4GP45R66B745254 (Paul 
or Angela Gift)
2020 Nissan Versa 3N1CN8DV5LL885678 
(Cheyann or Linda Stooksbury / Heights Finance)
2008 Chevy Cobalt 1G1AK58F387201469 (Elijah 
K. Styles)
2003 Toyota Celica JTDDR32T830153830 
(Marcus Eason)
1999 Suzuki GSX-R600 JS1GN78A0X2100985 
(Justin William Anderson)
2021 Cadillac Escalade 1GYS3CKL1MR489710 
(Giovanni Laface)
2013 Chevy Sonic 1G1JC5SH9D4170554 (Curtis 
Dyers / Credit Acceptance Corp)

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
The owners and/or lienholders of the following 

vehicles are hereby notified of their rights to pay 
all charges and reclaim said vehicles being held at 
the storage lot of Chestnut Street Transport & 
Recovery. Failure to reclaim these vehicles will 
be deemed a waiver of all rights and titles along 
with consent to dispose of said vehicles at a public 
auction held on July 21, 2025 at 2430 Thorngrove 
Pike, Knoxville, TN. Vehicles will be sold “AS IS” 
and make no warranty as to condition or title.

2018 Nissan Kicks 3N1CP5CU3JL527896 
(Mikayla L. Brown / Foothills Fed Credit Union)
2012 Hyundai Elantra 5NPDH4AE0CH084775 
(Avis Car Sales)
2010 Honda Civic 2HGFA1F59AH320030 (Alana 
Shuping or Jewel Maxwell)
Trailer 53PFV0812VG210168 
2010 Chevy Cobalt 1G1AB5F53A7243558 
(Jamie Crumel)
2011 Kia Sorento 5XYKT3A19BG159363 
(Monique Kennebrew/ Tennessee Title Loans)
2010 Honda Civic 2HGFG1B80AH500589 
(Jessica or Gage Thornhill)
2019 Nissan Rogue JN1BJ1CP4KW219275 
(Christopher E. Langston / Credit Acceptance Corp)
2017 Ford Escape 1FMCU0GD4HUD16138 
(Racheal Hatfield / Credit Acceptance Corp)

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
The following described vehicles impounded/

repaired/towed will be sold at public and/or private 
auction in compliance with the Tennessee Public 
Acts 1967, Chapter 240, House Bill 379.  The sale 
will be held at Jim’s Garage & Wrecker Service 
Vehicle Impoundment Lot located at 5906 Walden 
Street, Knoxville, TN  37919.

These vehicles have been checked through 
the files of the Commissioner of Revenue, Title 
Section, Division of Motor Vehicles, Department 
of Revenue, State of Tennessee.  In appropriate 
cases, the vehicles have been checked in other 
states, and the owners and/or lienholders have 
been notified by certified mail.  In those instances 
where no vehicle identification/serial number or 
license number was available, this Public Notice in 
the newspaper will comply with the law.

The failure of the owner/lienholder to exercise 
their rights to reclaim any vehicle listed below 
not bearing a VIN/serial number shall be deemed 
a waiver of all rights and title and authorization 
to sell said vehicle.

1) ‘18 CHEVY  IGCVKRECDJZ322173
2) ‘14 CHEVY EQUINOX 2GNFLEEKXE6368362
3) ‘16 HY SONOTA 5NPE34AF1GH403943
4) ‘14 KIA SORENTO 5XYKT3A69EG432849
5) ‘17 KIA SOUL KNDJP3A58H7478598
6) CHEVY EQUINOX 2CNDL63F376115605
7) ‘13 FORD EDGE 2FMDK3KC9DBB75416
8) ‘07 HONDA ACCORD 1HGCM567X7A075457
9) ‘16 KIA SORENTO 5XYPGDA56GG039028
10) ‘15 FORD FOCUS 1FADP3K20FL376630
11) ‘99 FORD F250 71931FTNF21L4XEA5

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
The owners and/or lienholders of the following 

vehicles are hereby notified of their rights to pay 
all charges and reclaim said vehicles being held 
at Western Avenue Wrecker Service. Failure to 
reclaim these vehicles will be deemed a waiver of 
all rights and titles along with consent to dispose 
of said vehicles at public auction to be held on: 
THURSDAY, June 19, 2025, at 1404 N Central 
Avenue Knoxville TN 37917.
2024 HYUNDAI SANTA FE, 
VIN# 5NMP3DGL9RH002517

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES
(865)524-7237    (865)688-1124

REPLACE YOUR EXISTING HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM WITH A HIGH EFFICIENCY ONE! 

Serving you since 1979.
Energy Star Certified
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HIGH SCHOOL LEADERS IN 2024-25
Student-
Athletes 

of the 
Year 
from

six more 
schools 
in this 
week’s 
Focus

The Knoxville Focus is 
at the halfway mark of 
recognizing the 2024-25 
Student-Athletes of the 
Year from the 25 high 
schools in our circulation 
area.

The high schools we 
are focusing on this week 
are Austin-East, Farragut, 
Grace Christian Academy, 
Halls, L&N STEM Academy 
and Seymour.

We plan to have six 
more schools in the June 
16 issue.

Athletic Directors, 
coaches, teachers and 
others help with the pro-
cess of submitting infor-
mation and pictures of the 
female and male honor-
ees. And we really appre-
ciate it.

We hope you will join 
us this week in learn-
ing about the honorees’ 
accomplishments and 
applauding each one!

Treat Dad to Louis’ 
this Father’s Day!

Mize is SHS 
male honoree

By Steve Williams
Ellie Underwood brought 

special achievements to 
Seymour High and the 
Sevier County School 
system during her high 
school career.

Her talent was in girls 
wrestling, the fastest grow-
ing sport on the prep level 
nationwide.

Since 2022, boys’ partici-
pation in wrestling is up 25 
percent. But girls’ wrestling 
has gone further, having 
quintupled since 2013.

Underwood, the SHS 
female Student-Athlete of 
the Year, is the school’s 
first four-year All-State ath-
lete and first four-time state 
medalist.

Ellie also was the first 
TSSAA female wrestling 
champion in Sevier County.

In February, she brought 
home the state title at the 
107-pound weight class 

and her career record 
ended with 136 wins and 
15 losses.

“So many young athletes 
are so afraid of failure they 
set easily attained goals 

– Not Ellie,” said Coach 
Darrell Lauderdale. “She 
never let adversity or fail-
ures break her. She simply 
is one of the most dedi-
cated and hard working 

athletes I have ever had 
the honor to coach!”

Sam Mize, cross coun-
try and track runner, is 
Seymour’s male honor-
ee. He set three individual 

school records (the 800 
and 1,500-meter runs and 
the 2k steeplechase) plus 
ran on the record-setting 
Distance Medley Relay 
team.

“Sam is a rare athlete 
who comes around perhaps 
once in a coaching career,” 
said Jordan Donaldson. 
“Coaching Sam has been 
a privilege, and getting to 
know him has been even 
more rewarding. We will 
miss his constant positiv-
ity and leadership.”

Seymour Athletic Director 
Joel Hall also commended 
the two honorees. “Ellie 
Underwood and Sam 
Mize should give every-
one a true look at Seymour 
High School Athletics – 
Great kids who work hard, 
represent their school, 
and achieve greatness! 
Seymour High has been 
blessed to have Ellie and 
Sam represent us! GO 
EAGLES!”

By Steve Williams

L&N STEM 
A c a d e m y 
tennis coach 
Stephen Blythe 
will miss not 
having Jacob 
Anderson and 
Kaitlyn Harper 
on the courts 
next spring. 
They will be 
hard to replace.

Both were 
four-year let-
termen, team 
c a p t a i n s 
and talented 
players.

They excelled 
off the court 
too – Jacob 

as Class Salutatorian and 
Kaitlyn as Student Body 
President.

Needless to say, they 
were L&N’s Student-
Athletes of the Year. 

Anderson was the District 
2A Player of the Year, on 
the All-District team and 
the singles champion in 
the district tournament. He 
also was a singles finalist in 
the Region 1A tournament.

“Jacob exemplifies what 
it means to be a student-
athlete,” said Coach Blythe. 
“This year he led the tennis 
team as the top player and 
earned All-District honors 
while also finishing number 
two in his graduating class 
and earning recognition as 
the Salutatorian.

“As captain of our tennis 
team, Jacob has led 
with exceptional dedica-
tion, sportsmanship, and 

Ellie was a four-time All-State wrestler

Seymour High School's talented Student-Athletes of the Year are 
wrestler Ellie Underwood and runner Sam Mize.

L&N honorees 
were leaders 

on and off the 
tennis courts

Jacob Anderson (above) and Kaitlyn 
Harper (right) are Student-Athletes of 
the Year from L&N STEM Academy.
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MARIA – 1 year old, 45 lbs.
Meet Maria! She’s as tough as Maria Sharapova, 
as smart as Marie Curie, her voice is as beauti ful 
as Maria von Trapp’s, and her coat is as soft  as 
Maria Shriver is rich! She just needs someone to 

believe in her, and soon she’ll be as great as all 
those OTHER Marias! Come meet her today!

MOOSE – 7 years old, 68 lbs.
Meet Moose! This sweet boy may be a litt le shy at 

fi rst, but with some ti me and pati ence he warms up 
to be a very sweet boy! Because of his ti mid nature, 
it is recommended that he only go home with older 

kids (10+) or to a gentle and calm family. In our 
doggie playgroups he is described as sweet, social, and 

people-oriented. Come meet Moose today!

Ad space donated by The Knoxville Focus.

Talented sophomore is
A-E’s female honoree
  

By Steve Williams

In track, Myles Crayton of Austin-East 
was a two-time TSSAA state champion.

In life, he’s that and much more.
Longtime A-E Coach Sam Anderson said 

it best.
“Myles is one of the finest young men 

that I have had the pleasure of knowing in 
all of my years coaching,” said Anderson. 
“The scripture ‘to whom much is given 
much is required,’ applies to his life. While 
he is an excellent student-athlete, he is an 
even better young man.”

Crayton, Austin-East’s male Student-
Athlete of the Year, plans to attend UTK 
in the fall on a Flagship Scholarship 
and major in Journalism with a minor in 
Business.

He was in the Top 10 percent of his 
class. Athletically, the Roadrunner led the 
state much of the year with a 400-meter 
time of 48.6. He topped that with a win-
ning time of 48.44 in the Division I Class 
2A state finals.

Myles also won the 200 dash, crossing 
the finish line at 22.33.

Other big wins during the season for 

Crayton included the Division I Class AA 
East Sectional race and the KIL meet and 
Hardin Valley Invitational in the 200 and 
400.

Tymirrianna “ReRe” Brown was Austin-
East’s female honoree as a sophomore 
standout in basketball. She also was a 
member of the National Honors Society 
in 2024-25 and an “A and B” honor roll 
student.

Brown’s top scoring game this past 
season was 30 points against Eagleton. 
She also had nine rebounds, eight steals 
and two assists and blocks in that game.

Tymirrianna’s season point total was 
497, which included 14 games of 20 
points or more. Her averages per game 
were 17.5 points, 6.7 rebounds, 3.7 steals 
and 1.7 blocks.

The 10th grader made the All-District 
second team and earned a spot on the 
District All-Tournament team.

“ReRe” also received the Careacter Star 
Award on her team.

Coach Ayanna Armstead said Brown 
“was electrifying, often quiet, and a hard-
working athlete, with a bright future ahead 
of her.”

During her sophomore season, 
Tymirrianna was close to scoring her 
1,000th point. With two years still to go, 
she may reach 2,000 before she’s done.

Burns: All-State in 
girls’ basketball

By Steve Williams

Matt Mercer, the Head of 
School at GCA, called Weston 
Edmondson “the Peyton Manning 
of Grace Christian Academy.”

The 6-5, 210-pound senior 
quarterback for the Rams last fall 
“carries himself with class both 
on and off the field, is exception-
ally intelligent, and flat-out knows 
how to win,” said Mercer. “With a 
4.15 GPA and an ACT score north 
of 30, he exemplifies what it truly 
means to ‘Rep the G’ and be a 
Grace Ram.”

Edmondson was selected the 
male Student-Athlete of the Year 
at Grace Christian for 2024-25.

In football he was voted The 
Knoxville Focus / Coaches’ 
Player of the Year and also played 
basketball.

“God built him to play quarter-
back,” said Mercer. “He took his 
lumps early in high school, but 

those experiences shaped him 
into the leader he became in his 
final seasons. Weston capped off 
his football career with an incred-
ible run and was also a key con-
tributor on our basketball team 
that reached the Elite Eight. His 
impact goes far beyond statistics 
– he’s been a foundational piece 
of our athletic culture.”

An ETSU signee, Mercer said 
Weston’s parents, Travis and 
Kristin, “have done an outstand-
ing job raising a young man of 
character, work ethic, and humil-
ity. As Head of School, I’m sin-
cerely grateful for Weston and 
the entire Edmondson family's 
positive and lasting influence on 
our Grace community.”

Nya Burns, Class of 2026, is 
GCA’s female honoree.

An All-State point guard with 
a 4.4 grade point average, “she 
transferred to Grace last summer 
and made an immediate impact 
– on and off the court,” said 
Mercer. “She has a tireless work 

ethic and an uncommon level of 
discipline.”

Mercer recalled an incident 
that backed up her work ethic, 
too.

“I’ll never forget walking into 
the gym at 6 a.m. with my son 
Cam last fall to get some shots 
up, and there was Nya already in 
the gym with her teammate Abby 
Roberts, getting up shots before 
most of the world had even start-
ed their day.”

That work is “paying off” too, 
added Mercer, noting Burns has 
earned approximately 20 Division 
I basketball offers, including 
UT-Chattanooga and UAB.

Nya helped Grace Christian to 
a 20-win season, averaging 16 
points, 4.2 assists and 3.1 steals. 
She also led the Lady Rams to 
their first-ever appearance in the 
TSSAA State Tournament.

Both Nya and Weston were 
named “Athletes of the Year” at 
Grace Christian’s annual Awards 
Night.

Hutchison a 
leader for Lady 

Red Devils
By Steve Williams

Brody Foster ranked 
among the top high school 
decathletes in the nation 
this season, if not at the 
top.

The Halls junior totaled 
7,229 points in Class 3A to 
win the TSSAA state title.

Foster also is the Halls 
High male Student-Athlete 
of the Year, as he has a 
3.8 GPA.

“His accolades are 
abundant,” said Halls 
Athletic Director Scott 
Cummings. “He is a two 
time All-American in the 
event. As a sophomore, he 
finished third in the state 
of Tennessee.”

Halls’ track and field 
coach Tony Tampas’ said: 
“Brody is an outstanding 
athlete with the passion 
and the drive to do better 

each time he participates 
in an event or any of life’s 
challenges.

“Good parents are 
where it starts,” added 
Tampas. “They give him 
the capabilities to get 
better each day by getting 
him the best training. I’m 
just one of the many tools 
in the toolbox that’s had a 
hand in his training.

“Brody has worked hard 
this year on and off the 
track. He also strives to 
achieve in the classroom. 
He wants to be a business 
major and he knows what 
it is going to take in the 
classroom to get to the 
next level.”

Makaylie Hutchison, 
a senior with a 3.2 GPA, 
is Halls’ female Student-
Athlete of the Year.

Makaylie, the center-
fielder who batted in the 
No. 3 position, helped 
lead the Lady Red Devils 
to a 32-7-1 record this 

season. They lost to 
Dobyns-Bennett 3-0 in the 
Sectional – one victory shy 
of a return trip to the state 
tournament.

Hutchison helped lead 
Halls to a third place finish 
in the state tournament in 
2024 and was named the 
district MVP.

She was a senior leader 
on this year’s team and 
had six home runs and 
a .350 batting average 
before the season ended.

Edmondson was GCA’s ‘Peyton Manning’

Weston Edmondson (left) and Nya Burns (right) are Grace Christian 
Academy's Student-Athlets of the Year.

Foster strives to achieve 
in any of life’s challenges

Brody Foster is the male Student-Athlete of the Year from Halls High.

Makaylie Hutchison 
is the female Student-

Athlete of the Year from 
Halls High.

Crayton is on the right 
track in game of life

Congratulations to Myles Crayton (left) and Tymirrianna "ReRe" Brown (right), 
Student-Athletes of the Year from Austin-East.
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passion for the game. Their 
leadership on and off the 
court has inspired team-
mates to work harder, sup-
port one another, and strive 
for excellence.”

Harper made the All-
District 2A team and was a 
district and region tourna-
ment finalist.

“Kaitlyn is a true leader,” 

said Coach Blythe. “In her 
senior season she played 
at the No. 1 one spot in the 
lineup, served as the cap-
tain, all while maintaining 
her responsibilities as the 
Student Body President.

“She has been an out-
standing captain and a true 
leader for our tennis team. 
With her deep knowledge 

of the game and constant 
encouragement, she’s 
been like a second coach 
on the court – guiding, sup-
porting, and lifting up her 
teammates every step of 
the way. Her dedication, 
positivity, and team-first 
attitude have made a last-
ing impact on everyone 
around her.”

Cont. from page 1

By Tom 
Mattingly

‘He made his point clearly and moved on’

HIGH SCHOOL LEADERS IN 2024-25

During Ben Byrd’s career 
at the Knoxville Journal 

( 1 9 4 7 -
91) and in 
his other 
published 
w o r k s , 
there were 
p r e c i o u s 
few wasted 
words. He 
made his 

point clearly and moved 
on. He was also a tenacious 
defender of the King’s 
English.

Even when the Journal 
became Knoxville’s after-
noon paper in 1986, his 
writings were still anxiously 
awaited, especially for his 
“Free Thought Association” 
feature that purported to 
predict the winners of col-
lege football games each 
Saturday. 

His final effort came on 
Dec. 27, 1991, when he 
penned his thoughts on 
the upcoming Tennessee-
Penn State game in the 
Fiesta Bowl. 

“ F I E S T A  B O W L 
(Tennessee vs. PENN 
STATE)—This past August, 
a freshman football player 
arrived at UT carrying a kit 
that contained a screw-
driver, a hammer, a wrench, 
a hatchet and a can opener. 
Coach John Majors was 
delighted. ‘This kid can’t 
miss. He’s got all the tools!’ 
TENNESSEE.” 

Many Knoxville resi-
dents didn’t have their 
early morning coffee until 
the Journal arrived on their 

doorstep, and they found 
Ben’s column, “Byrd’s Eye 
View,” or searched for his 
coverage of a Vol sporting 
event. 

He also found time to 
author three books, biog-
raphies of Archie Campbell 
and Majors, and a 1974 
history of the University of 
Tennessee basketball pro-
gram. He also shared bill-
ing with cartoonist Charlie 
Daniel on a book of car-
toons titled “UT Football 
Cartoons by Daniel, with 
some free thoughts by Ben 
Byrd.”

He also appeared on 
WATE Radio on game 
days on a program called 
“Pigskin Predictions,” 
alongside Ed Tipton of 
Tipton Distributing, and 
the Journal’s Ed Harris and 
Russ Bebb.

T h e  N a t i o n a l 

S p o r t swr i te r s  and 
Sportscasters Association 
named him “Tennessee 
Sportswriter of the Year” 
five times. He was induct-
ed into the Knoxville Sports 
Hall of Fame in 1987 and 
the Tennessee Sports Hall 
of Fame in 1995. 

On April 15, 2010, 
Congressman Jimmy 
Duncan honored his life and 
career in the Congressional 
Record. 

In March 1942, at age 17, 
he had joined the U.S. Navy 
following Pearl Harbor. He 
spent most of World War 
II aboard the USS Borum 
(DE-790), a Buckley-class 
destroyer escort. He pilot-
ed the USS Borum as it 
blockaded the Channel 
Islands and assisted British 
forces in their occupation 
of the Islands. 

He helped protect 

convoys carrying troops 
and supplies from Britain to 
the Normandy beachhead 
during the D-Day Invasion 
in June of 1944. 

“There was no place on 
earth I would rather have 
been on that day,” he said. 

Ben defined the moment 
in his column of June 6, 
1984, dipping deep into 
his memory banks. 

“The Borum had the dis-
tinction of being among the 
first ships in the invasion 
area and the last to leave. 
One by one the others 
departed, but our ship and 
our sister ship, the USS 
Maloy, stayed. 

“During the fall and winter 
of 1944-45, we moved 
around the Cherbourg pen-
insula to patrol the Channel 
Islands of Alderney, 
Guerney, and Jersey, British 
territory which remained in 

German hands until the 
end of the war. Peace came 
to Europe on May 8, 1945. 
On June 6, exactly a year 
after D-Day, we pulled up 
one last time off the coast 
of Omaha Beach. With our 
little three-inch guns, we 
fired a salute to the men 
who had gone there with 
us and had stayed forever.

“And then we turned 
toward the west, and 
home.” 

When Belmont College, 
now Belmont University, 
coached by Ben’s son, Rick, 
came to Thompson-Boling 
Arena, Ben was on press 
row, watching intently. The 
game was tight down the 
stretch run, and the televi-
sion people had a camera 
focused on Ben from time 
to time as play progressed.

Being there with the 
media, Ben obvious-
ly couldn’t cheer, but 
the camera occasionally 
showed a grimace when 
things weren’t going so 
well or a quick smile when 
things were. Ben had cov-
ered a number of exciting 
finishes over the years, but 
watching his son coach 
in a tight game against 
Tennessee had to have 
been something special. 

When Ben was chosen 
as recipient of the 2016 
“Thanks for the Memories” 
award from the Greater 
Knoxville Sports Hall of 
Fame, there were 14 care-
fully chosen words sub-
mitted by his family that 
established the storyline 

for his life and career.
- Loving Son 
- Devoted Brother
- Patriotic Sailor
- Dedicated Husband 
- Nurturing Father and 
Grandfather 
- True Friend 

Here’s what Ben wrote 
in the Journal’s final daily 
edition, Dec. 31, 1991.
The words are powerful 
and touching, defining a 
career that spanned the 
generations. 

“My work has also 
brought me into close con-
tact with coaches, players, 
officials and other citizens 
of the world of sports. 
Again, they are too numer-
ous to name, but to say that 
they have enriched my life 
is an understatement. 

“Sports is an enchant-
ed land through which the 
little boy or girl who lives 
inside all of us loves to 
wander, but too many of us 
too often forget that win-
ning and losing are not life 
or death. 

“Rudyard Kipling told us 
to meet triumph and disas-
ter and treat those two 
imposters just the same, 
but then old Rudyard never 
attended a football game at 
Neyland Stadium.” 

No one knows exact-
ly how many University of 
Tennessee games Ben Byrd 
covered at Shields-Watkins 
Field/Neyland Stadium and 
elsewhere, but he told the 
story as few others could.   

Ben Byrd (C) is shown with long-time friends Haywood Harris (L) and Gus Manning (R) 
in the Neyland Stadium Tom Elam Press Box.  

L&N honorees were leaders 
on and off the tennis courts

Farragut’s 
Beeler finishes 

strong
By Steve Williams

High school athletes like 
Elsa Morrison don’t come 
around that often.

She was special when 
she arrived at Farragut her 
freshman year, particular-
ly in softball. And it didn’t 
take long for the University 
of Tennessee to see her 
size and athleticism – first 
as a catcher and then as a 
shortstop, and always with 
a bat in her hands ... when 
opponents pitched to her.

Farragut ’s  female 
Student-Athlete of the 
Year in 2024-25 began 
her senior campaign by 
earning first team All-
District honors in volley-
ball and the Server of the 
Year award last fall as the 
Lady Admirals swept the 
District and Region cham-
pionships and had a Top 4 
finish at the TSSAA Class 
AAA state tournament in 
Murfreesboro.

In softball this spring, 
Morrison was Player of the 
Year in District 4-4A and 
led Farragut to both the 
regular season and district 
tournament titles.

Elsa belted two home 
runs in a 10-3 Sectional 
win at Science Hill to send 
the Lady Admirals to the 
Class 4A state tournament 
at the Boro.

Morrison’s 2025 soft-
ball stats included a .519 
batting average, 16 home 
runs, 52 RBI, 15 stolen 
bases, 36 walks, 53 runs 
scored, 14 doubles and a 
.629 on-base percentage.

She also leaves FHS with 
a career record 55 home 
runs.

Male honoree Evan 
Beeler finished his prep 
career strong in track and 
cross country.

In Spring Fling 32 at 
MTSU, Beeler was a key 
factor in Farragut win-
ning the boys’ team state 
championship. Evan won 
the state title in both the 
800 and 1600-meter 
events and also was on the 

Admirals’ 4x400 relay team 
that won the state title by 
one point.

Beeler earned All -
State honors in cross 
country last fall, placing 
third at the state meet in 
Hendersonville.

“Evan Beeler and Elsa 
Morrison are two of the 
best multi-sport athletes 
ever to compete at Farragut 
High School,” said Jack 
Tate, Farragut’s Sports 
Information Director. “Elsa 
is going to be a great addi-
tion to the Tennessee Lady 
Vols’ softball program in 
2026.”

Morrison a special 
athlete and soon to 

be a Lady Vol

Elsa Morrison and Evan Beeler are Farragut High's Student-Athletes of the Year.
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I had my idea for this week’s 
column all sorted out in my 

head. I 
would enjoy 
writing about 
the subject 
and could 
do it with a 
minimum 
amount of 
effort. Well, 
that idea 
went down 
the tubes 

when I read just a few minutes 
ago a sports column in another 
paper. My juices began flowing, 
and the heat from my increasing 
anger felt uncomfortable. So, 
I’ve scrapped my original idea 
until next week.

The article I read was written 
by Adam Sparks. The subject 
was about why football fans are 
dissatisfied with Coach Heupel’s 
tenure. I didn’t know fans were 
unhappy. After what seemed 
like decades of losing at the 
hands of what proved to be 
incompetent coaches, UT has 
had a sweet run with Heupel. 
Tennessee has won at a high 
level, coaches have recruited 

some of the best players in the 
country, and the transfer portal 
has proven to be a big plus for 
fans. Those who complain must 
have suffered an injury, possi-
bly from a brick that was being 
used to build Tennessee foot-
ball. Some might have disliked 
the way the offense performed 
under the leadership of quar-
terbacks not named Hooker. 
Of course, every fan base 
has a few chronic complain-
ers who always have problems 
with a coach, an approach to 
the game, or the recruiting of 
athletes.

I’m tired of all the negativity 
that surrounds whatever sport 
is in season. Coach Heupel is 
a successful coach who has 
brought winning ways back to 
the campus downtown. He evi-
dently is a wonderful recruiter 
who wins over players and par-
ents. At the same time, he’s 
reintroduced the element of 
“fun” to games for both play-
ers and fans. Heupel appears 
to be a bit shy, but I’ve never 
met the man and can’t declare 
that to be a fact. I know this 
much is true: UT football was 

in the bottom of the garbage 
can, and it had begun to smell 
from rotting. Our present coach 
retrieved it, washed it, and 
returned it to its rightful status 
as a top-tier program. Those 
who must find something wrong 
just can’t help themselves, but 
I do wish they would confine the 
griping to their own homes.

The fact is that UT, under 
the direction of Danny White 
and Donde Plowman, has 
experienced a rejuvenation in 
its sports programs. In fact, 
the university has the best 
core group of head coaches. 
Rick Barnes is the basketball 
coach with whom serious ath-
letes want to work. Barnes 
prepares players for becom-
ing solid college and, in some 
cases, professional athletes. 
Thompson-Boiling Arena is filled 
and overflowing whenever the 
Barnes Bunch step on the floor 
to play.

The same can be said about 
second-year women’s basket-
ball coach Kim Caldwell who 
has led a revival of the Lady 
Vols. Here, high-energy offense 
and oppressive defense are 

fun to watch, and rooting for a 
team that is going all out all the 
time invigorates fans. Caldwell 
recruits with dogged determina-
tion, and her aggressive style 
is bringing in better players. 
To me, Caldwell might be the 
second coming of Pat Summit.

Coach Karen Weekly just 
finished up a season of suc-
cess with the softball team. 
An appearance in the World 
Series is special. Coach Weekly 
demands perfection, and the 
players strive to meet those 
demands every time they step 
on the field.

Tony Vitello is a master-
ful coach who knows how to 
condition players and how to 
make each year a success. The 
baseball team won the World 
Series last year, and they are 
determined to reach that goal 
again this year. Watching play-
ers makes it obvious that they 
are dedicated to Vitello and 
Tennessee baseball. Like other 
UT teams, the Vol baseball play-
ers are well conditioned both 
physically and mentally. They 
seem willing to follow their 
coach wherever he chooses to 

lead.
Perhaps slow news days dic-

tate such picky pieces from the 
other paper’s staff. I grant that 
some fans couldn’t be happy 
even if Jesus Christ were the 
coach. My advice for those 
who whine and complain all the 
time is that they should follow 
another team. Leave the best 
assembly of coaches in the 
country. Have some faith in 
them; they’ve already proven 
what they can do. If that proves 
to be an impossible task, then I 
suggest that those carping find 
another team that makes them 
happy. We won’t miss your neg-
ative attitude. If you choose to 
stay with the Big Orange, then 
our only requirement is that 
you hush. We realize that you 
miss your glory days from high 
school.

In the end, we’ll soon see 
what kind of football team runs 
through the Power T. If they 
aren’t living up to your expecta-
tions, tell them how to change 
things. I really don’t care what 
you do; just hush your mouth.

COIN SHOP

CEMETERY LOT 
FSBO

1 CEMETERY LOT FOR SALE AT
WOODHAVEN CEMETERY.

$2,500 OBO. 
CALL 865-334-6214

PUPPIES FOR 
SALE

 
PUREBRED YORKIE 
PUPPIES FOR SALE. 

AVAILABLE JUNE 19TH. 
CALL 304-395-9357 

...........................................
 

STANDARD GOLDENDOODLE 
PUPPIES FOR SALE. 

AVAILABLE JUNE 28TH. 
CONTACT 304-395-9357

REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT

Call or email Ruthie 
at 865-686-9970 or  
ruthie@knoxfocus.
com to place your 

Classified or Service 
Directory ad! 

WANTED

classifieds
ALTERATIONS
JOANNE’S ALTERATIONS, 

PANTS HEMMING $5, 
SPECIALIZING IN JEANS.

CALL 865-805-9170

CAREGIVER
CAREGIVER AVAILABLE. 

SUNDAYS ONLY. IF YOU NEED 
HELP WITH A LOVED ONE, CALL 

865-963-7328. LEAVE A 
MESSAGE.

CHILD CARE
MARCIA’S 

LEARNING CENTER
1411 Exeter Ave, Knoxville

(865) 673-8223
Day Shift 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

COMMERCIAL 
& INDUSTRIAL 

LIGHTING 
SALES 

COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL 
LIGHTING SALES - 

EXPERIENCED ELECTRICAL 
DISTRIBUTOR SALES REP 

/ RETIRED ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTOR. CALL TIM 

MOORE 865-556-2850 
LICENSE - STATE #59924, CITY 

#E0006538

CONTRACTOR

DECKS

ELECTRICIAN

FENCING

HANDYMAN

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOUSE 
CLEANING
KATHY’S KLEANING

HONEST, DEPENDABLE 
HOUSECLEANING.

WEEKLY, BI-WEEKLY, OR 
MONTHLY.

REFERENCES AVAILABLE.
CALL 865-343-1474

..........................................

HOUSECLEANING
BY STEPHANIE

HONEST & DEPENDABLE.
KNOXVILLE AREA.

CALL 865-334-8645

PAINTING
 

Randy
the 
Painter

30% OO All Exterior 
Painting with this ad!

 

POWER 
WASHING

REPAIR MAN

TREE SERVICES

service directory

NOW OFFERING HOME 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

• Interior/Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing
• Staining
• Drywall & Carpentry

FREE ESTIMATES • 865-291-8434
www.pilgrimpaintingknoxville.com

Serving Knoxville for 30 years
Google 5 Star Rating      Licensed – Bonded - Insured

By Joe Rector
joerector@comcast.net

Hush Your Mouth
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