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By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Third District Commis-
sioner Gina Oster was 
chosen to chair the Knox 
County Commission again, 
as was Commissioner Kim 
Frazier as vice chair. The 
vote in Tuesday’s reorgani-
zation meeting was unan-
imous for Oster to serve 
her second year. Frazier 
was opposed by District 
5’s Angela Russell and 
was chosen in an 8-2-1 
vote.

Voting for Russell were 
Commissioners Andy Fox 

and Rhonda Lee, with Rus-
sell abstaining.

The selection of mem-
bers for two committees 
saw more candidates than 
the number of positions 
available. The reorganiza-
tion session began using 
a paper ballot system pro-
posed by Fox, where each 
member wrote down the 
names of their choice to 
fill the available slots. Any 
commission member may 
attend a committee meet-
ing, but they cannot vote 
unless they are a member.

Seven commissioners 

A group of thirty-two law 
enforcement and security 
officers, first responders 
and medical staff gradu-
ated from Crisis Interven-
tion Team training on Friday, 
August 29, 2025.

This graduating class 
included staf f from 
the American Medical 
Response,  Covenant 
Health Emergency Depart-
ment, Covenant Health 
Security Department, East 
Tennessee Children’s Hos-
pital Security Department, 
Knox County Schools Secu-
rity Department, Knox 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
Knoxville Fire Department, 
Knoxville Police Depart-
ment, McNabb Center, Uni-
versity of Tennessee Police 
Department, University of 
Tennessee Medical Center 

Emergency Department 
and University of Tennes-
see Medical Center Security 

Department.
“For every agency, it’s a 

big commitment to have 

each of you step away from 
your job for 40 hours to 
complete this training, but 

this city is always support-
ive. When an escalated 
psychiatric crisis happens, 

the tools you’ve learned at 
CIT makes it a win-win for 
people who receive help 
safely – and that’s what we 
strive to do,” reflected Can-
dace Allen, McNabb Center 
vice president. 

CIT trained officers 
undergo 40 hours of inten-
sive training, which helps 
them identify mental 
health resources to assist 
people in crisis. The train-
ing connects officers with 
mental health profession-
als and other community 
agencies to create a team 
that can provide support 
when a challenging situa-
tion occurs. In addition, offi-
cers learn verbal de-esca-
lation skills and experience 
scenario-based training on 
responding to crises.
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ARMSTRONG 
REMODELING

From Concept to Completion: Water Damage • Drywall • Additions • Wall Moving • Flooring • Kitchens • Bathrooms 

Masonry • Carpentry • Decks • Fences • Plumbing • And Much More! NO MONEY DOWN. FINANCING AVAILABLE.

865-315-0630
Licensed, Bonded & 

Insured
FREE ESTIMATES

Call the remodeling professionals! From handyman projects to major renovations, we can do it!

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

A decision on selling part 
of Chilhowee Park to Emer-
ald Youth Foundation was 
postponed for four weeks 
during the Knoxville City 
Council meeting on Tues-
day. The decision to delay 
came after suggestions 
of postponements rang-
ing from two to six weeks 
and a suggestion to drop it 
entirely from the agenda.

Last year, Emerald Youth 

answered the call for a 
proposal to purchase the 
former midway grounds 
across the street from the 
main park last year. The 
city administration negoti-
ated with the organization 
and some East Knoxville 
residents, but the com-
munity at large felt left out 
and surprised at the deci-
sion to sell the property. 
Some community leaders 
are asking the city to reject 

Crisis Intervention Team training staff graduate 32 officers, first responders

Congratulations to the Crisis Intervention Team training graduates!

City council decision 
on midway sale 

postponed again

Commission 
chooses Oster 
and Frazier to 

lead once more

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Although its future at Chil-
howee Park is uncertain, 
the Tennessee Valley Fair 
opened Friday for its annual 
opening day business and 
government luncheon. The 
fair has been held at Chil-
howee Park since 1916. 
The overflow crowd beneath 
the Pepsi Community Tent 
spoke little about where 
the fair might take place 
next year. The gathering 
was jovial and very typical 
of past fair kick-off ceremo-
nies

2025 Tennessee Valley Fair 
kicks off in Chilhowee Park

UT President Randy Boyd was the 
primary speaker and said the fair is 
“an economic driver and puts a spot-
light on East Knoxville.” 

Fair Director Scott Suchomski 
spoke about how important the fair 
is for the agricultural community as 
a whole in East Tennessee and how 
it honored the legacy of Willow Creek 
Farm in Knox County. He also spoke 
about the Haynes family, who have 
maintained the farm since 1925. 

Many elected officials and can-
didates  attended and worked the 
crowd.  One Tennessee Valley Fair 
board member told The Focus that 
the desire is to remain at the park in 
the future, with or without use of the 
Jacob Building, but added that search 
is underway for an available proper-
ty large enough to hold the annual 
event.

The fair runs through Sunday, Sep-
tember 14. 

From top: Guests 
relax in the shade 
of the Pepsi 
Community Tent 
at last Friday’s 
annual opening 
day luncheon. 
Knox County 
Commissioner 
Larsen Jay and 
state Representative 
Michele Carringer 
show their UT 
pride outside the 
tent. UT President 
Randy Boyd 
addresses the 
crowd. Photos by 
Mike Steely.
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More Woke Waste
After increasing property 

taxes by 40% - - - and seek-
ing to increase the sales 
tax this November - - - the 
City of Knoxville is offer-
ing folks up to $5,000 of 
hard-earned tax dollars so 
that some folks can throw 
a neighborhood party, lit-
erally.   Supposedly, this is 
for folks to “get to know” 
their neighbors and enjoy 
a heapin’ helpin’ of “com-
munity pride,” all at the 
expense of many of their 
neighbors who are working 
hard to keep up with rent 
or mortgage payments and 
keep food on the table and 
the lights on.   The funds 
can be spent on “cook-
outs, community celebra-
tions, resource fairs and 
neighborhood showcases,” 
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WWW.MATLOCKTIRESERVICE.COM

Celebrating 70 
years of Service, 

Dependability, Smooth 
Rides and Our Price 
Match Guarantee! 

FARRAGUT
10730 Kingston Pike

865-966-0425

MARYVILLE
723 S Foothills Plaza

865-983-0741

HARDIN VALLEY
10838 Hardin Valley Rd

865-248-2340

LENOIR CITY
1301 Hwy 321 N

865-986-6533

ATHENS
201 S Congress Pkwy

423-744-9828

FOR MORE DETAILS, TERMS & ONLINE BIDDING VISIT:
www.powellauction.com

Auction & Realty, LLC

6729 Pleasant Ridge Road
Knoxville, TN 37921

865-938-3403
K e n n y  P h i l l i p s ,  A u c t i o n e e r  -  L i c  #  2 3 8 5

BIDDING BEGINS TO CLOSE:
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH 

REAL ESTATE AT 12PM - NOON (ET)
PERSONAL PROPERTY AT 7PM (ET)

516 RUTLEDGE PIKE - BLAINE, TN 37709
ONLINE ONLY ESTATE AUCTION

SELLING ON BEHALF OF THE STANLEY THURMAN ESTATE
Conveniently located in the Blaine Community 

Exceptional property combining residential opportunities
with substantial commercial or workshop space

PROPERTY 1 | Approx. 1800 SF brick ranch style home 
with unfinished basement and 

4000 SF detached building on 5.06+/- acres
PROPERTY 2 | Approx. 1160 SF single level 

ranch style home on 1.44+/- acres
PROPERTY 3 | 0.73+/- acre Commercial Lot

PERSONAL PROPERTY TO BE SOLD INCLUDING:
1963 Corvette convertible, 1966 Corvette convertible, 1977

F350 rollback, 2003 Dodge Durango, Massey-Ferguson
tractor, S&W airweight .38 spl revolver, farm implements,
shop tools (MAC, Craftsman, Snap On, Thorsen & more),

New old stock car parts, furniture, household items, lamps,
prints, welder, torch set, shop press, and more!!!

OPEN HOUSE:
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22ND FROM 2-4PM (ET)

Emerald Youth Foundation is excited to 
invite the community to an open house at 
the Haslam-Sansom Ministry Complex at 
Lonsdale on September 9 from 5:30 - 7 
p.m., hosted by Emerald Youth’s Lonsdale 
Area Committee and East Area Commu-
nity Engagement Committee.    

The Haslam-Sansom Ministry Complex 
in Lonsdale served nearly 1,000 young 
people last year through Emerald Youth 
programming and hundreds more through 
other events and community organiza-
tions. The complex Emerald Youth has 
proposed for East Knoxville would repli-
cate this proven model and allow Emer-
ald Youth to expand its impact and serve 

hundreds of additional young people in 
East Knoxville each year.

As part of the open house, the eve-
ning will include guided tours as well as 
an opportunity for guests to learn more 
about the proposed facility in East Knox-
ville and ask questions.

Due to evening events already sched-
uled at the facility, guests for the open 
house should park at New Friendship 
Missionary Baptist Church, 1933 Texas 
Avenue, Knoxville, 37921, which is nearby 
and within walking distance. Emerald 
Youth will also offer a shuttle service from 
the church to Haslam-Sansom Ministry 
Complex.

Mayor Kincannon and 
her staff will be available 
to answer questions about 
and hear suggestions 
regarding Chilhowee Park, 
including Emerald Youth 
Foundation’s proposal to 
redevelop a portion of the 
park, on Sept. 15 at Dr. 
E.V. Davidson Community 
Center gymnasium, 3124 
Wilson Ave.

The meeting initially had 
been announced for anoth-
er time and date. But Mayor 
Kincannon rescheduled the 
ideas exchange to 6-7:30 

p.m. on Sept. 15 to make 
it more readily available to 
more residents.

Emerald Youth Founda-
tion has proposed purchas-
ing through a structured 
development agreement 
13 acres south of Magno-
lia Avenue for $913,518. 
Emerald proposes investing 
approximately $25 million 
in private funding to build a 
community complex similar 
to its Haslam-Sansom Min-
istry Complex in Lonsdale 
– a nexus in Burlington of 
synthetic turf sports fields, 

basketball courts, com-
munity meeting spaces, a 
pavilion, a learning center, 
a wellness center and a 
performance training/fit-
ness space. The agreement 
requires that Emerald main-
tain those uses on the site 
for 20 years.

The City has published 
a webpage, www.Knoxvil-
leTN.gov/ChilhoweePark-
Proposal,  with compre-
hensive and consolidated 
details about the project to 
provide answers to ques-
tions that have been asked 

at community meetings and 
on social media about Chil-
howee Park and the Emer-
ald Youth Foundation pro-
posal.

The 2019 Chilhowee 
Park Strategic Plan, park 
maps, the City’s Request 
for Proposals, Emerald’s 
submitted proposal, prop-
erty appraisals, the Tennes-
see Valley Fair lease agree-
ment, and other documents 
can be found on this web-
page.

City staff at the Sept. 15 
public meeting also will be 

available to discuss how 
the 2019 Chilhowee Park 
visioning study is being 
used to guide the addition 
of future new amenities at 
the park. 

Parks and Recreation 
staff will be engaging with 
residents on recent and 
planned City investments 
in East Knoxville parks and 
hearing feedback from res-
idents on what other ame-
nities and programs they’d 
like.

The City of Knoxville 
ensures meaningful access 

to City programs, services, 
and activities to comply with 
Civil Rights Title VI and ADA 
Title II laws. To request lan-
guage translation services, 
contact the City’s Human 
Resources Department at 
TitleVI@KnoxvilleTN.gov or 
865-215-3100. For disabil-
ity accommodations, con-
tact City ADA Coordinator 
Stephanie Brewer Cook at 
SCook@KnoxvilleTN.gov or 
865-215-2034. 

You may have 
seen a court-
room scene in a 
movie or TV show 
where a lawyer 
suddenly yells, 
“ O b j e c t i o n ! ” 
and the judge 
responds with, 
“ S u s t a i n e d ! ” 
or “Overruled!” 
While those 
moments make 
for good drama, a 
lot of what determines what 
evidence is allowed at trial 
actually happens before 
the trial even begins. One 
of the main tools lawyers 
use to handle this is called 
a motion in limine.

A motion in limine (pro-
nounced lim-in-ee) is a 
legal request made to the 
judge before a trial starts, 
asking the judge to decide 
ahead of time whether cer-
tain evidence can or cannot 
be mentioned in front of the 
jury. The goal is to prevent 
the jury from ever hear-
ing something that could 
unfairly influence them—
something that, even if 
objected to later, might still 
leave an impression.

These motions often 
involve issues like: keep-
ing out evidence about 
someone’s criminal his-
tory, excluding references 

to past lawsuits, 
preventing men-
tion of things that 
might be irrel-
evant or overly 
prejudicial, or 
deciding whether 
expert testimony 
meets legal stan-
dards

Here is how 
it works. Sup-
pose someone 
is being sued for 

a car accident. The defen-
dant was in another acci-
dent years ago, but it has 
nothing to do with this one. 
The lawyer might file a 
motion in limine asking the 
judge to forbid any men-
tion of that old accident 
during the trial. If the judge 
agrees, then the other side 
is not allowed to bring it up 
in front of the jury at all.

Why does this matter? 
Because trials are sup-
posed to be fair. The rules 
of evidence are designed 
to make sure that the jury 
makes decisions based on 
relevant facts, not on emo-
tional reactions or unfair 
assumptions. A motion 
in limine helps make that 
happen by stopping the 
train before it ever leaves 
the station.

Unlike objections during 
trial, which can draw 

attention to the issue in 
front of the jury, a motion 
in limine happens quietly 
behind the scenes. If grant-
ed, it prevents problems 
from popping up in the first 
place.

In Tennessee courts, 
you will see these motions 
filed in both civil and crim-
inal cases. Judges often 
address them at a pre-
trial hearing before jury 
selection begins. Lawyers 
may file several motions 
in limine in a single case, 
covering multiple topics 
they want to keep out of 
the trial.

If you are involved in a 
case that is going to trial, 
you may never hear the 
term “motion in limine” 
mentioned out loud, but 
it could play a big part 
in shaping what the jury 
hears—and what it does 
not.

Jedidiah McKeehan is 
an attorney practicing in 
Knox County and surround-
ing counties.  He works 
in many areas, including 
divorce, custody, criminal, 
and personal injury. Visit 
attorney-knoxville.com for 
more information about 
this legal issue and other 
legal issues.

By Jedidiah 
McKeehan
jed@attorney-
knoxville.com

What is a
Motion in Limine?

Emerald Youth Foundation to host 
community open house Tuesday

Public meeting on Chilhowee Park scheduled for Sept. 15
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the agreement, tear down 
the fence around the prop-
erty, and create a neighbor-
hood park.

With a community meet-
ing planned — on Septem-
ber 15 at the Dr. E.V. David-
son Community Center at 
6 p.m. — Councilwoman 
Gwen McKenzie moved to 
postpone the decision for 
two weeks, but Councilwom-
an Seema Singh motioned 
to postpone the vote for 
six weeks.  Amelia Parker 
suggested withdrawing the 
purchase agreement com-
pletely.

Councilwoman Lauren 
Rider made a compromise 
substitute motion to delay 
the decision for four weeks 
at the September 2 meet-
ing. Councilman Charles 
Thomas agreed, saying 
there is a “feeling of being 
rushed.”

The delay passed in a 6-2 
vote. 

In other action, the city 
council sent back to the 
Planning Commission a 
request to rezone 0 Keck 
Road after nearby resi-
dents commented about 
the narrow road and water 
issues there.  

A preliminary plan for 
reusing the old Galbraith 
School for housing was 
approved. The former edu-
cation facility, built in 1930 
in South Knoxville, is to 
become affordable housing. 

A change in the city code 
was approved to permit the 
sale of beer on the patio of 
approved businesses along 
public right-of-ways. 

The city code dealing with 
middle housing and design 

review standards and gen-
eral development require-
ments was amended.

Southern Contractors Inc. 
was contracted for the Lib-
erty Street Multimodal Proj-
ect for over $1.2 million, 
and Cannon & Cannon was 
hired for construction engi-
neering and inspection ser-
vices for the same project 
at $285,000.

The Knoxville Fire Depart-
ment was approved to 
accept $23,950 from the 
Fire Fighter’s Association 
for supplies for the “Learn 
Not To Burn” program to 
educate children about 
fire safety. The department 
was also approved to hire a 
consulting firm to develop a 
strategic plan.

More Woke Waste
After increasing property 

taxes by 40% - - - and seek-
ing to increase the sales 
tax this November - - - the 
City of Knoxville is offer-
ing folks up to $5,000 of 
hard-earned tax dollars so 
that some folks can throw 
a neighborhood party, lit-
erally.   Supposedly, this is 
for folks to “get to know” 
their neighbors and enjoy 
a heapin’ helpin’ of “com-
munity pride,” all at the 
expense of many of their 
neighbors who are working 
hard to keep up with rent 
or mortgage payments and 
keep food on the table and 
the lights on.   The funds 
can be spent on “cook-
outs, community celebra-
tions, resource fairs and 
neighborhood showcases,” 

whatever that is.   The 
money will cover “food 
and non-alcoholic bever-
ages, paper goods, door 
prizes and giveaways, fam-
ily-friendly activities and 
entertainment.”  So, some 
residents of Knoxville will 
be paying for other folks to 
eat barbecue, hire enter-
tainers and give away door 
prizes.   I wonder if those 
door prizes include cash?  

The City’s press release 
quotes her Highness, 
the Lord Mayor of Knox-
ville, Indya Kincannon, as 
saying, “The On My Block 
initiative represents a 
meaningful step toward 
reducing isolation, foster-
ing trust, and interrupting 
the cycles of violence - - - 
all of which makes neigh-
borhoods safe.”   Really, 
Indya?  Where is the proof 
of that statement?  Just like 
J. B. Pritzker and Brandon 
Johnson, the idiot mayor 
of Chicago, have protect-
ed the people there?  Are 
the streets and subways of 
New York safe for anyone 
besides armed and savage 
criminals?  Is it safe to walk 
the streets in Los Angeles?  
A couple, one of whom was 
a noted TV producer, was 
killed in their home in broad 
daylight by robbers when 
they came home from the 
grocery store.  The robbers 
were not finished taking 

everything they wanted 
and killed the couple.  That 
was a gated home in one 
of the supposedly “better” 
neighborhoods.   And for 
the white, elitist, socialist-
inclined Leftists living in 
Knoxville’s “better” neigh-
borhoods, don’t think for a 
moment that crime doesn’t 
spread like a quick cancer 
eating away everything in 
its path.  Her Highness, the 
Lord Mayor Indya, has no 
concept of law enforcement 
and has trodden the same 
path as other woke imbe-
ciles all across the country 
who have ruined most of 
the big cities in our coun-
try.   Now they are doing 
their best to ruin the mid-
sized cities of our country.  
Anyone who thinks throw-
ing block parties with tax-
payer money is a “mean-
ingful” response to vio-
lence is too stupid to hold 
any public office.   Unfor-
tunately, most of the city 
council is all too willing to 
follow with a hop and a skip 
and a giggle.  There is not a 
single leader on the council 
who represents the people 
of Knoxville. 

Not just any neighbor 
is eligible for these give-
aways to host block par-
ties.   Nope, that falls to 
those “neighborhoods dis-
proportionately impacted 
by violence.”  Who decides 

which neighborhoods are 
those most impacted by 
violence?  Well, of course, 
some bureaucrat sitting in 
a cushioned chair inside 
the City-County Building 
earning a six-figure salary 
furnished by the taxpayers 
of Knoxville.

Brandon Johnson, Eric 
Adams, Karen Bass and 
all the others in charge of 
big cities all claim crime is 
plummeting in their cities, 
just like they claimed there 
was no crisis at the border 
until Red states started 
sending them busloads of 
illegal aliens.   They could 
have block parties, too, if 
it really did work at reduc-
ing violence.  Unfortunately, 
when they do, people get 
shot, stabbed or run over 
by a vehicle.

When cornered, the Left-
ists always retreat to squall 
about guns, which ignores 
the fact since the beginning 
of time, mankind has found 
a way to devise instru-
ments to kill someone else 
and always will.   Nobody 
has been able to stop that 
through the eons, although 
to be fair, perhaps nobody 
thought about reducing 
hatred and crime through 
taxpayer-funded block par-
ties.  Some did try to stop 
obesity by taking away the 
subject’s fork, but they just 
ate with their hands, and as 

meaningful as it was, the 
experiment proved to be a 
failure.

Knoxville has hired Star 
Starks as its Partnerships 
& Programs Coordinator 
for the City’s Office of Com-
munity Safety & Empow-
erment.   Older folks still 
believe law enforcement 
is the key to communi-
ty safety. You can have a 
block party every other day 
at the taxpayers’ expense, 
but without law enforce-
ment, you are as safe as 
a chicken when the fox 
enters the coop.  It’s about 
as meaningful as a Band-
Aid during an outbreak of 
the plague. 

We Will Miss 
Charlotte Mills

It is with deeply saddened 
hearts we at The Knoxville 
Focus say our goodbyes 
to Charlotte Mills.  There 
is hardly a person in East 
Knox County and South 
Knox County who didn’t 
know Charlotte, wife of 
former Knox County Com-
missioner John R. Mills, 
who represented at differ-
ent times both the Eighth 
and Ninth Commission Dis-
tricts.  It was impossible to 
know either Charlotte or 
John without knowing the 
other.  One almost never 
saw them apart.

Charlotte was a member 
of the Cate family, one 
of the most storied and 
politically influential fami-
lies inside the Eighth Dis-
trict.  Three members of 
the Cate family occupied 
the Knox County Sher-
iff’s office throughout the 
decades.  There were many 
who thought Charlotte the 
better politician of the two, 
a notion John would be 
the first to acknowledge.  
Charlotte Cate Mills was 
involved with John’s lengthy 
political career from begin-
ning to end and through-
out her life.  Like all of her 
people before her, Char-
lotte Mills was a rock-solid 
Republican.  

Charlotte never forgot 
a friend and those same 
friends cherished her 
sense of fun and her sense 
of humor.  Nobody ever ate 
dinner with Charlotte and 
John Mills and walked away 
feeling anything less than 
happy.  

Charlotte and John have 
been together for decades 
and supported one another 
and few couples have ever 
been closer than they were.  
We here at The Focus send 
our prayers and love to her 
love, John.  We hope that 
John will take some com-
fort and we know that you 
will see her again and hold 
hands for all eternity.

By Steve Hunley, 
Publisher
publisher@knoxfocus.com

Publisher’s Positions

686-9970

Cont. from page 1

In Loving Memory of

Tony Karnes
3/23/1964 -9/11/2001

World Trade Center
97th Floor

The date of September 11, 2001 will be engraved 
on the memories of people everywhere for genera-
tions to come. On that bright sunny day terrorists 
commandeered passenger planes and killed thou-
sands of innocent people in New York, Washing-
ton, and Pennsylvania. From this horrific act, we 
began to realize the true depths of evil in the hu-
man heart and the uncertainty and fragility of life 
itself. We are thankful that we had you for 37 years 

and will always remember your smile and the 
kindness thar you showed to others as evidenced 

by the cards and letters that we received.
Tony, we miss you but our resolve is in knowing 

that you are happy with God in Heaven,
Loved and sadly missed by your sisters,

Brenda, Vicky, Gayle, and a host of Friends

City council decision on 
midway sale postponed again
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3320 New Beverly Church Road, Knoxville, Tennessee 37918

Rev. Eddie Sawyer, Pastor
reveddie@newbeverly.org

865-546-0001
www.NewBeverly.org

NEW BEVERLY PRESENTS

Join us on September 14, 2025, at 6:00 PM for a special 
Sunday evening service with Peach Goldman! 

Troy and Katy Peach and Andrew Goldman comprise this 
new trio. � ey already have two hit songs: “Grace Will 

Lead You Home” and “Storms I Never See.” 

For more information, visit their o�  cial website: 
www.peachgoldman.com/index.php

Admission is free, but a love o� ering will be taken.

Music • Food • Fun • Art • History
www.UnionCountyHeritageFestival.com

HERITAGE FESTIVAL
2025 Union Countyy

"

21ST 
Annual

Saturday 
October 4

10 am - 4 pm 

Continuous Live Music!
Wild Blue Yonder

Southern Spirit • Sleepy Eyed John
Tim Childress & the Unwound Band

& lots more!

Free Admission!
Maynardville, TN

The Cradle of Country Music

We pay tribute to Frank Grizzell 
this year, pictured here plowing 
his field, and to all our growers
Heritage Olympics • Quilt Show 

Farmers Market • Kidz Zone 
Genealogy • Demonstrations

Antique Cars • Youth Talent Show
New to the festival:

Carriage Rides • Cake Contest

  Plowing the Fields"

BIDDING BEGINS TO CLOSE:
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17TH AT 12PM - NOON (ET)

OPEN HOUSE:
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15TH FROM 2-4PM (ET)

164 EAGLE RIDGE ROAD - KINGSTON, TN 37763

FOR MORE DETAILS, TERMS & ONLINE BIDDING VISIT:
www.powellauction.com

Auction & Realty, LLC

6729 Pleasant Ridge Road
Knoxville, TN 37921

865-938-3403
K e n n y  P h i l l i p s ,  A u c t i o n e e r  -  L i c  #  2 3 8 5

ONLINE ONLY REAL ESTATE AUCTION

STUNNING WATTS BAR LAKEFRONT 
LOG HOME ON 5.67+/- ACRES
3 Bedrooms with 2 Bathrooms
Large detached metal garage

Gently sloping lakefront acreage
Open concept design connecting the large living room,

dining room and kitchen
Roane County Parcel/Tax ID: 090  023.00

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The preliminary Knox 
County Commission’s 
agenda for September 
shows lots of appoint-
ments, code changes for 
several boards, and road 
projects. 

The second and final 
reading of Commissioner 
Kim Frazier’s proposal to 
change the qualifications 
for members of the Knox 
County Sheriff’s Office 
Employees’ Merit System 
Board of Directors is 
planned. She’s suggesting 
that the time elapsed since 

an applicant’s employ-
ment with the Knox County 
Sheriff’s Office be reduced 
from 10 years to five, and to 
permit future members to 
have relatives employed by 
the Knoxville Police Depart-
ment. 

The commission will 
interview citizens interest-
ed in serving on the Library 
Advisory Board, the KCSO 
Employees’ Merit System 
Board, and the Board of 
Zoning Appeals during its 
agenda review meeting on 
September 15. Those new 
members will be selected 
during the commission’s 

regular meeting on Sep-
tember 22.

Commissioner Larsen Jay 
will continue his propos-
als for standards for util-
ity poles, suggesting that 
future permits on right-of-
ways be withheld if exist-
ing double and abandoned 
poles are not removed.

The Forensic Center is 
asking that a contract with 
Blount County be approved 
to assume the role of med-
ical examiner for death 
investigations and autop-
sy services. The five-year 
agreement is for $711,055 
annually.

The creation of bylaws for 
a Knox County Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Board 
is being postponed until 
October.

Naming the bid winner 

and the contract amount 
for work on a left turn 
lane at East Emory Road 
and Bracket Road is on 
the agenda, along with an 
agreement with Robert G. 

Campbell & Associates LLC 
for engineering services at 
the Driver Training and Cer-
tification Facility on Foote 
Mineral Road. 

were interested in the five 
seats on the Legislative 
Affairs Committee, and 
Commissioners Damon 
Rawls and Larsen Jay with-
drew their names. Com-
missioner Courtney Durrett 
also said she would remove 
her name if Fox wanted to 
serve. He replied he’d rather 
serve on the Rules Commit-
tee, and Adam Thompson 
Durrett, Lee, Russell and 
Frazier were chosen.

When the Rules Com-
mittee paper ballot nomi-
nations were taken, eight 
names were in contention 
for the five seats. Fox was 
among the list of eight, and 
at first, it was a tie vote, 5-5, 
with Frazier abstaining.

Another vote was taken, 
and a 6-5 vote eliminated 
Fox from serving on Rules. 
The second vote, between 
Rawls and Fox, saw Fox, 

Lee, Russell and Thomp-
son voting for Fox. Frazier, 
who had passed, voted for 
Rawls, who joins Terry Hill, 
Frazier, Durrett and Thomp-
son on the Rules Commit-
tee.

After other committees 
were selected, Russell 
moved to dissolve the Joint 
Education Committee. Jay 
explained that the group, 
made up of four commis-
sioners and four school 
board members, was creat-
ed several years ago during 
conflicts and court cases 
between the school board 
and the commission.  Oster 
said she spoke to the law 
department and noted that 
a motion could be made to 
discontinue participation. 
She called for four volun-
teers to serve, but only Fox 
responded.

Durrett seconded the 
motion to dissolve, but Fox 

said he wanted to serve 
on the school-commission 
board, saying he wants to 
“pursue some issues” at 
those meetings. Neverthe-
less, the commissioners 
voted to dissolve the com-
mittee after comments that 
the joint committee is no 
longer needed.

Other standing com-
mittees filled on Tuesday 
included the Beer Board, 
the Finance Committee, the 
Insolvency Board and the 
Telecom Committee.

Frazier was chosen as 
Beer Board chair, Hill as 
chair of the Insolvency 
Board, Lee as chair of the 
Legislative Affairs Commit-
tee, Frazier as Rules Com-
mittee chair, Thompson as 
chair of the Telecom Com-
mittee, and Jay as chair of 
the Finance Committee.

Commission chooses Oster 
and Frazier to lead once more

Merit membership, power poles and appointments on commission agenda

Cont. from page 1
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By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

I’ve known George Bove 
for several years and 
always found him open, 
courteous and very active 
in community and organiza-
tional events. He has relo-
cated to Loudon County 
from Knoxville and is the 
author of UT-related chil-
dren’s books. His chil-
dren’s books featuring 
characters in and around 
the University of Tennessee 
have become very popular. 

Lots of information about 
Bove and his books are 
available online at www.
littleoranget.com and on 

Facebook. 
We featured Bove in a 

story several years ago 
but, with that new book 
and his continuous partici-
pation in local events, it’s 
time to catch up with him 
again. We asked him sev-
eral questions to bring you 
up to date with him.

Tell us about your new book.
“Rocky’s Top Tennessee 

Wish” is based solely on 
the greatest song ever 
written, sung or record-
ed… “Rocky Top!” Our 
main character, Ol’Rocky, 
a resident of Cades Cove 
holler, steps out into the 

still moonshine and makes 
a heartfelt Tennessee 
wish! What happens next 
is pure Tennessee magic 
including supporting char-
acters know as Soda Pop, 
Wild Mink, Smoggy Smoke, 
Two Strangers and Mr. 
Quackers (a duck trapped 
in a pen)!

How did you get into writing 
children’s books? 

The very idea of a chil-
dren’s book frightened me 
until I spoke about it to my 
amazing wife. I sincerely 
asked her, “Sweetie, do you 
think I am goofy enough 
or corny enough to write 

a successful children’s 
book?” 

Janet Sparky Bove 
answered quickly and con-
fidently, “Yup, you got this,” 
and now I stand silly and 
wacky as the author of my 
third children’s book based 
on Tennessee themes.

What’s the UT reception of 
your book themes? 

Our characters have 
been adopted and received 
with open arms by the 
Tennessee Volunteer com-
munity. University of 
Tennessee has included 
“The Little Orange T” and 
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Judicial Activism

Catching Up With
George Bove

(865)524-7237    (865)688-1124
Serving you since 1979.

Energy Star Certified

WE DO DUCT CLEANING!

Time to schedule your 
Fall Maintenance!

REPLACE YOUR EXISTING HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM WITH A HIGH EFFICIENCY ONE! 

If you want to write laws, 
run for office.

Laura Ingraham

I’ll admit at the start 
of this essay that I’m not 
a legal expert, and per-
haps I’m in over my head 
with this topic. But that’s 
OK because I’m writing 
from the perspective of a 
layman and a citizen rather 
than a titular expert.

In my 74 years, I’ve had 
very little contact with the 
legal profession, aside 
from lawyer friends. And 
given the current state of 
affairs, I’m thankful for 
that.

I practiced medicine 
for 45 years and was 
never sued. Perhaps I was 
lucky or fortunate, a word 
derived from the Roman 
god Fortuna. I was careful 
and maintained rapport 
with my patients. I docu-
mented my decisions and 
discussions with patients. 
In other words, I tried to 
practice good medicine 

and avoid lawyers.
It astounds me that 

seemingly every decision 
made by our duly elected 
president is met with a law-
suit. Perhaps Mr. Trump is 
used to court battles from 
his days as a developer 
in New York City or in his 
other business ventures. 
I can’t imagine he finds it 
pleasant to be repeated-
ly attacked by Democrat 
activists, corrupt prosecu-
tors like Letitia James, or 
corrupt judges like Engoron 
or Boasberg. Despite two 
attempts to assassinate 
Trump, the despicable 
Boasberg just released a 
woman from jail who was 
threatening to kill the pres-
ident. Boasberg should 
have been required to take 
this nut-job home with him 
instead of releasing her to 
the street.

Trump might say that 
lawyers, judges and law-
suits are the price of 
doing business in our liti-
gious society. But I find 

it appalling and alarming 
to watch the entire legal 
system drug into the toilet 
by activist lawyers and a 
cadre of non-elected scur-
rilous federal judges who 
practice lawfare.

Like so many other insti-
tutions, the Democrats 
have sullied (FBI, CIA, IRS, 
DOJ, etc.), the entire legal 
system is now on trial, and 
the American people are 
the jurors. Don’t talk to 
me about stays, remands, 
injunctions, etc. I can 
speak medical-eze and did 
so more clearly than the 
mumbo-jumbo of legalese 
that flows from the mouths 
of attorneys. The legal 
system needs to speak 
plainly, police its ranks 
and stop the insanity, or 
the American people may 
be forced to do so out of 
self-preservation. No one is 
safe with an out-of-control 
judicial system. 

Let me offer a few exam-
ples besides the most 
recent, reckless Boasberg 
decision. A federal judge 
says President Trump 
cannot use tariffs, which 
are bringing businesses 
and cash back to America 
as well as promoting an 
America First geopolitical 
foreign policy. A three-judge 
appeals panel had to over-
rule a DC judge who said 
20 billion dollars had to be 
released for worthless cli-
mate change projects. And 
another legal beagle said 
billions must go to USAID 

to support ridiculous activ-
ism in foreign countries 
and surreptitiously fund 
Democrats. Even Supreme 
Court justices have railed 
about judges who ignore 
their rulings. I could go on, 
but those who aren’t brain-
dead read of such abuses 
almost every day. Even 
the deportation of illegal 
gang-bangers is blocked 
by robed activists.

Obviously, I approach the 
legal system as a layman. 
But the ominous line from 
the movie “Apollo 13” 
underscores America’s 
judicial mess: “Houston, 
we have a problem.”

Most have heard 
the famous line from 
Shakespeare’s play “Henry 
IV” where the villainous 
character Dick says, “The 
first thing we do, let’s kill 
all the lawyers.” Of course, 
I don’t ascribe to this. Nor 
did Supreme Court Justice 
John Paul Stevens, who 
agreed with the notion that 
Shakespeare meant, “soci-
ety can’t have fairness and 
peace without the pro-
tection of the law and its 
guardians.” But scholar 
Daniel Kornstein held that 
Shakespeare was “criticis-
ing lawyers who were pro-
fessionals committed to 
securing the interests of 
the wealthy” (or powerful). 
I side with Justice Stevens.

Unfortunately, we have 
seen abuses of the legal 
system where American 
justice is not blind as it is 

ballyhooed and promot-
ed. People have seen the 
powerful escape and the 
system twisted to sup-
press the common man. 
Of course, no man is guilty 
unless found so in a court 
of law. But murderers, rap-
ists and child predators 
have used lawyers to beat 
the system.

As a physician, I cared for 
disreputable persons, but 
I could not defend a pedo-
phile. And that same “just” 
legal system’s poster-child 
Judge Engoron (suffering 
from TDS, Trump derange-
ment syndrome) imposed 
such vindictive fines on 
Trump that the president’s 
Constitutional rights were 
violated. The whole trial 
was a sham pushed by a 
corrupt NY district attorney. 
So even the powerful can 
be victimized by a more 
powerful, activist and wea-
ponized justice system.

  Judicial activism is a 
thorny issue. But as citi-
zens, it is our responsibility 
to struggle with such prob-
lems using the Constitution 
as a guide. Unfortunately, 
we have a problem in the 
legal system which we 
cannot ignore because it 
is allowing perversions of 
justice, violating common 
sense and is moving to 
exert its will over both the 
executive and legislative 
branches.

You may be surprised 
to learn that this turf war 
began in 1803. Thomas 

Jefferson had just been 
elected president, and 
his secretary of state, 
James Madison, refused 
to honor the justice of the 
peace appointment given 
by outgoing President 
John Adams to William 
Marbury. Marbury sued, 
and it went to the Supreme 
Court, where Chief Justice 
John Marshall ruled that 
Marbury was entitled to 
the commission. However, 
Marshall further ruled that 
the court did not have the 
power to grant the commis-
sion. But far more impor-
tantly, Marshall’s ruling 
established the prece-
dent of judicial review with 
which we now struggle. As 
a result, the rest of the gov-
ernment, if not the will of 
the people, is often held 
hostage by an increasingly 
dysfunctional and corrupt 
legal system, where a non-
elected judge can trump 
the duly elected president 
of the United States. 

This is our country. It 
does not belong to experts, 
judges, professors, law-
yers, doctors, etc. It 
belongs to We the People. 
I trust the American people 
more than any politician, 
journalist, doctor, profes-
sor, media panelist, etc. It’s 
past time to say, enough is 
enough. The “robed resis-
tance” must end.

George Bove’s children’s books have become very popu-
lar and he continues his series with his latest “Rocky’s Top 
Tennessee Wish.”
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Iowa’s Cantankerous Congressman
Harold Royce “H. R.” Gross

BASEMENT OR 
CRAWLSPACE LEAKING??

Don’t overpay the nationwide 
companies by the thou$ands when 
MOLD TOX, LLC can install a dry-up 

system for a fraction of the cost!
BBB Accredited Business with A+ Rating

TN Charter #4410

(865) 524-1227     (865) 453-1880
www.moldtox.com

RAINICORN – 2.5 years old, 46 lbs. Rainicorn is a sweet and 
confi dent 2.5 year old pit mix. She has done well in gentle 

playgroups at the shelter and gets along with my older lab! 
Rainicorn enjoys exercise, but also equally enjoys naps (lots 
of snorts and snores included). I don’t have a fenced in yard 
and feel like her exercise needs have been met with leash 
walks! While Rainicorn enjoys the company of my dog, I 

think she’d also be fi ne being the only dog! She sti cks by my 
side when I’m home but has also been fi ne in the crate when 

I’ve left . All in all, she’s a great litt le dog! Adopt her today!!!

AHSOKA – 1 year old, 47 lbs.
Ahsoka is very sweet and loves people. She loves to 

talk and is sassy, with plenty of energy to play. With 
other dogs at the shelter, she has been playful, 

tolerant, and confi dent. According to her previous 
owner, she is kennel trained and hasn’t done the best 

with cats. Ahsoka would love to meet you! 
Come and visit with her today!

Ad space donated by The Knoxville Focus.

As humans 
living on the 
planet we call 
Earth, we are 
fully aware that 
there are diverse 
beliefs, convic-
tions and world-
views. If we are 
not careful, it’s 
easy to slip into 
two extremes: 
We either water 
down the truth so we don’t 
offend, or we swing to a 
harshness in the name of 
being bold about our per-
sonal beliefs. I am of the 
persuasion that Jesus calls 
us to something different. 
As followers of Christ, we 

are commanded 
to hold fast to 
the truth while 
treating people, 
even those who 
disagree with 
us, with respect, 
gentleness and 
love.

The Bible, as 
the sole author-
ity of faith and 
p r ac t i c e  in 

Christianity, teaches us that 
although not everyone is a 
child of God, all people are 
created in His image and 
form part of His creation. 
The gospel we share is best 
received when communi-
cated with both conviction 

and compassion. How we 
treat those who hold differ-
ent beliefs reflects our faith 
just as much as the words 
we express. Everything I 
say comes from a deep 
sense of love and respect.

Around the world, count-
less religions exist, each 
providing its own set of 
rules, rituals and paths 
to the divine. Most share 
a common theme: they 
explain what we must 
do to earn God’s favor or 
achieve the peace that 
everyone seeks. However, 
Christianity is different; 
our faith stands apart from 
all others. At the heart of 
the gospel, we don’t have 

a ladder to climb, as other 
religions suggest, but 
rather a Savior who came 
down to us. While every 
other religion tells us to “do 
more, try harder and work 
your way up,” Christianity 
proclaims, “It is finished.”

What makes our faith 
unique is not our efforts, 
but Christ’s completed 
work on the cross, His res-
urrection and His ongoing 
presence with us today. The 
resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead is not just an 
accessory to Christianity; it 
is the defining feature that 
grants us the unique privi-
lege of walking daily with a 
living Savior.

The writer of Hebrews 
emphasizes an important 
truth of the Christian faith 
in two instances within 
just three brief chapters. 
Hebrews 4 and Hebrews 
7 both discuss the con-
cept of advocacy through 
a post-resurrection Jesus 
for His followers. A reading 
of these chapters reveals 
that our Redeemer is a 
sinless, empathetic, sus-
taining, and ever-present 
Savior who continues to 
work on behalf of those 
who place their faith in 
Him. Hebrews 9 states that 
Jesus “appears in the pres-
ence of God for us.” This 
means that on our behalf, 

Jesus acts as our defender, 
interceder, and represen-
tative. This profound theo-
logical concept offers us 
specific practical realities 
that both encourage and 
strengthen our faith.

First, it means that as 
Christian believers, we 
have direct access to God 
through Jesus. We don’t 
have to rely on a religious 
system, tradition, a priest, 
a preacher, or anything else 
to be granted admittance 
to our Heavenly Father. 

One historical story 
illustrates this beautiful-
ly: young Tad Lincoln once 
brought a weary Union 

Your Case is in Good Hands

By Justin Pratt, 
Clear Springs Baptist 
Church Senior Pastor

Musings on Vacation

By Joe Rector
joerector@comcast.net

T h e  p a s t 
week, Amy and 
I returned to our 
favorite vaca-
tion spot, Isle 
of Palms, South 
Carolina. We’ve 
traveled over the 
mountains to 
reach this spot 
for several years 
and have found 
the best time to visit is the 
week after Labor Day. By 
then, all the children have 
returned to school, and 
college students are on 
campus. That leaves the 
beach to us old fogies.

I’m not sure how we start-
ed taking our vacation here, 
but along the way, we’ve 
stayed in several places. 
In fact, we celebrated our 
wedding anniversary at Isle 
of Palms. Yes, it was cold; 
the sun shone, but the wind 
coming off the water could 

slice a person 
into two pieces. 
We spent our 
week inside and 
read our books. 
O c c as ional l y, 
we’d take a 
gander at the 
ocean, and that 
was enough to 
satisfy us.

I’ve always had 
a rule that if we travel to the 
beach for a vacation, then 
we will be able to see the 
ocean outside the rental 
unit windows. My feeling is 
that if I can’t see the water, 
there’s no reason to make 
the trip. One year, howev-
er, we broke that rule. So 
that our dog Sadie could go 
with us, we rented a condo 
a block from the beach. 
To say the place was bare 
bones is to understate the 
situation. Behind the build-
ing was the parking lot, a 

convenience store, and the 
only thing separating prop-
erties was a line of trees 
and overgrown weeds.

Some of our trips have 
ended poorly or not come 
about at all. We rented 
a small house one year. 
It, too, was a couple of 
blocks from the beach. 
The place was run down, 
and the screened porch 
where I spent much of my 
time was moldy and appar-
ently salvaged after some 
storm had ravaged it. On 
that trip, we left mid-week 
because the place was too 
disgusting.

On another trip, things 
went fine for a few days. 
We discovered a ferry 
that hauled folks from Mt. 
Pleasant to Charleston 
and back. The day was fun 
as we walked through the 
old market and took some 
side streets to find hidden 

historical treasures. That 
night, Amy awoke sick to 
her stomach and began 
“losing her lunch.” The pain 
became too intense to attri-
bute it to food poisoning. A 
trip to the emergency room 
revealed that my dear wife 
was suffering from appendi-
citis. However, because she 
was taking a blood thinner, 
the doctor wouldn’t oper-
ate on her for several days. 
Instead, he loaded Amy up 
with antibiotics and pain 
medication. Our rental time 
came to an end, and I had 
nowhere to go. We called 
our doctor in Knoxville, and 
she made arrangements 
for a surgeon to meet us. 
We hopped into the car and 
drove like maniacs down 
I-26 and I-40. At 11:30 
p.m., we arrived at the hos-
pital, and the Knoxville 
surgeon told us he could 
manage any bleeding that 

might occur, but not the 
effects of a burst appen-
dix. He performed surgery 
early the next morning.

Last year, our plans were 
canceled because our son 
Dallas was in the midst 
of a serious health issue. 
Neither of us felt comfort-
able leaving him alone in 
such bad shape. The beach 
wasn’t close to importance 
to Dallas. We lost him a few 
weeks later.

This vacation we are on 
has been made possible 
by the kindness of a former 
student. That’s all I can say; 
I’ve been sworn to secre-
cy. His offer brought me to 
tears for the loss of Dallas 
and the acts of this former 
student.

I sat and looked at the 
ocean today, and I thought 
about those two young 
men. One is gone from me. 
I have no doubt where he is 

and how safe and happy he 
is. The other is the biggest-
hearted, kindest person I 
have ever known. He is an 
example of what God wants 
all of us to be, and I don’t 
say that just because he 
made this trip possible. 
I am forever indebted to 
him and hope that one day 
I can, in some way, repay 
his generosity.

The tide is much like our 
lives. We start from the day 
we are born, and with every 
passing moment, we cover 
a bit a ground. Little by little, 
we inch forward until we 
reach a final resting place 
on the shore. When those 
life waters ebb, they take 
us with them, and we return 
no more. It’s my hope that 
I can be as good as my son 
and my student have been. 
I’ll work on being that kind a 
person when I finish anoth-
er vacation at Isle of Palms.

Continue on page 6
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Pages from the Past

By Ray Hill
rayhill865@gmail.com

Iowa’s Cantankerous Congressman
Harold Royce “H. R.” Gross

It is fair to say there was 
not a speck of get-along-
go-along in the character 
of Harold Royce Gross, a 
former newscaster who 
spent 26 years in the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
representing the Third 
Congressional District 
of Iowa.   Gross was as 
anti-establishment as it 
was possible to be, and 
the people of the Third 
District rewarded him by 
giving him huge majorities 
in every election save one.  
Only once did H. R. Gross 
face a close election con-
test inside his congressio-
nal district.  Gross had no 
catalogue of bills passed 
bearing his name; in fact, 
there was no piece of leg-
islation he sponsored or 
cosponsored that ever 
passed the Congress.  Yet 
nobody could accuse H. R. 
Gross of absenteeism or 
not doing his job.  The con-
gressman from Iowa was 
a force to be reckoned 
with, one who routinely 
questioned governmental 
expenditures.   To some, 
H. R. Gross was the 
“Abominable No-Man” of 
Washington; to others, the 
Iowan was the “Watchdog 
of the Treasury,” or the 
“Taxpayer’s Best Friend.” 

Throughout his long con-
gressional career, H. R. 
Gross was called a good 
many things.   The most 
widely read news maga-
zine of its day, TIME, once 
labeled the Iowa congress-
man “The Useful Pest.”  A 
reporter for TIME gleeful-
ly reported the 5’6, 135-
pound Gross stepping 
into the well of a nearly 
empty House Chamber.  “I 
am becoming more and 
more disturbed over the 
failure of the House to 
get down to work,” Gross 
barked.   “This is about 
the most do-nothing ses-
sion I have seen in my 14 
years here.”  The congress-
man from Iowa had done 
a little calculating, which 
he of course passed along 
to the news media.  Gross 
had figured the House had 
been laboring an average 
of four hours a day, which 
came to a total of fifteen 
days a month.  Gross point-
ed out that each congress-
man was making $126 per 
day ($1,295 in today’s dol-
lars).   “That’s a lot of pay 
for such a short workday,” 
Gross observed. 

The reporter for TIME 
thought it a typical perfor-
mance from the “waspish” 
congressman from Iowa 
who had embarked upon 
a lonely crusade “to save 
this country from bank-
ruptcy.”  That same report-
er described Gross as “a 
nitpicker and a pest” who 
“detests Washington’s 
social life” and preferred 
watching wrestling on TV 
with his wife, Hazel, in 
their Washington, D.C., 
apartment, which Gross 
called “an oasis in a com-
munity of synthetic func-
tions.”   The reporter for 

TIME concluded that H. R. 
Gross, the “self-appoint-
ed caretaker of the con-
gressional conscience” 
indeed had his “own 
unique value.”   The writer 
concluded the House of 
Representatives needed a 
man like H. R. Gross in its 
midst, but also noted “one 
is probably plenty.” 

The reporter was careful 
to state H. R. Gross was 
not a hypocrite and “prac-
tices what he preaches,” 
answering 97.1% of all 
House roll calls.   “Unlike 
most Representatives, he 
stays on the floor between 
roll calls, listens carefully 
to debates.”

TIME acknowledged 
Gross had a talent for 
observing what others 
failed to see or dismissed 
as unimportant.   It was 
Congressman H. R. Gross 
who pointed out during the 
inauguration of President 
John F. Kennedy that an 
Army chauffeur was fer-
rying Frank Sinatra and 
Peter Lawford through-
out Washington, D.C.   H. 
R. Gross was as apt to 
pick at expenditures by 
Republicans as he was 
Democrats.  Congressman 
Gross objected when 
former President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower was restored 
to his rank as a five-star 
general.  Gross demanded 
that Ike only be eligible to 
collect his $25,000 pres-
idential pension and not 
the $20,543 salary for a 
five-star general as well.

Gross used his waspish 
wit to good effect, noting 
about the space race 
between the U.S. and the 
Soviet Union, “Well, even 
if we don’t get to the moon 
first, we’ll be there first with 
foreign aid.” As to the need 
for a congressional flag, 
Gross wondered, “How 
would you fly it-- above or 
below the squirrel tail that 
some people fly off their 
radio antennas?”

For the most part, other 
congressmen realized 
H. R. Gross was some-
thing the government 
and the House needed.  
Carl Vinson, a Georgia 
Democrat who chaired 
the powerful House Armed 
Services Committee, once 
declared, “There is really 
no good debate unless the 
gentleman from Iowa is in 
it.”   Indulgent colleagues 
honored Gross by reserv-
ing House Bill 144 for the 
Iowa congressman every 
year, as 144 equals a 
gross. 

Gerald Ford, minority 
leader of the U.S. House 
of Representatives before 
being tapped by President 
Richard Nixon to serve as 
vice president, once said 
there were three politi-
cal parties in Congress: 
Democrats, Republicans 
and H. R. Gross. 

Harold Royce Gross 
began his career as a 
newscaster for radio sta-
tion WHO in Des Moines, 
Iowa.   One of his fellow 

newscasters was Ronald 
Reagan.   Gross had also 
worked as a newspaper 
reporter and editor.  While 
covering the Iowa state-
house, Gross met Hazel 
Webster, the secretary to 
Iowa’s attorney general, 
whom he married in 1929.  
The couple had two sons 
together. 

The first political cam-
paign H. R. Gross ran was 
a race for the GOP nomina-
tion for governor in 1940.  
As might be expected with 
Gross, it was unconven-
tional.   Gross challenged 
incumbent George A. 
Wilson, a kindly, well-inten-
tioned man, whom Gross 
criticized as not having 
done all he promised two 
years earlier.   Gross’s 
voice was very familiar to 
Iowans, especially in the 
Hawkeye State’s rural 
counties.  H. R. Gross dis-
dained all the traditional 
means of campaigning and 
refused all invitations to 
attend events and shake 
hands.   A good speech 
maker, Gross spurned 
making platform speech-
es and confined his talks 
to the radio.   Gross came 
within 15,000 votes of 
upsetting Governor Wilson 
in the Republican primary. 

For a brief time, Gross 
moved his family out of 
state, but he eventually 
returned home to Iowa.  
In 1948, Gross launched 
a campaign for Congress 
against another incum-
bent, John W. Gwynne, a 
Republican who had been 
first elected in 1934.  Once 
again, H. R. Gross chal-
lenged the Republican 
organization, which backed 
Congressman Gwynne.  
The result surprised most 
everyone but H. R. Gross, 
who carried nine of the fif-
teen counties comprising 
Iowa’s Third Congressional 
District. 

1948 was supposed 
to be a banner year for 
Republicans, who had 
swept the 1946 midterm 
elections to win both 
houses of Congress for 
the first time since 1928.  
Vir tually every politi -
cal prognosticator in the 
country believed the GOP 

presidential nominee, New 
York Governor Thomas E. 
Dewey, would beat Harry 
Truman in the general elec-
tion.  Those same political 
pundits ignored the omi-
nous signs that were readi-
ly apparent throughout the 
fall campaign, not the least 
of which was the number 
of Republican senators 
in danger of losing, which 
included Senator George 
A. Wilson of Iowa.  Wilson 
was facing perhaps the 
most popular Democrat 
in Iowa at the time, Guy 
Gillette, a former U.S. sen-
ator.   Both Gillette and 
Harry Truman carried Iowa 
that year, while H. R. Gross 
won a resounding victory 
at the polls, winning more 
than 58% of the vote in 
the Third Congressional 
District and carrying all fif-
teen counties. 

Congressman H. R. 
Gross proved to be pop-
ular enough to weather 
even the fiercest political 
headwinds, which ended 
the careers of many other 
Republicans in the House.  
While his percentage 
dipped in 1958, when the 
country was in the midst 
of a serious recession, H. 
R. Gross still won decisive-
ly.   The closest political 
contest of his long career 
occurred in 1964 when 
Lyndon Johnson crushed 
Barry Goldwater in the 
general election.  Five out 
of six of the Republicans 
in Iowa’s House delega-
tion were defeated that 
year; only H. R. Gross sur-
vived, who won by 419 
votes.   Two years later, 
Gross won reelection by 
more than 62% of the vote.  
53 Republican congress-
men had signed a letter 
urging the nomination of 
Senator Barry Goldwater 
as the GOP presidential 
nominee, and 23 of them 
were defeated in the 1964 
Johnson landslide.

Irrespective of his major-
ity, Congressman H. R. 
Gross never changed.  
Personally frugal, Gross 
continued to take stands 
that frequently puzzled 
others.   When Congress 
decided to move many fed-
eral holidays to the nearest 

Monday, Gross opposed 
it, pointing out that doing 
so would deprive retail 
workers of the holiday, as 
businesses would remain 
open.  Gross introduced a 
bill requiring a balanced 
budget during each of his 
13 terms in the House of 
Representatives. 

When the House of 
Representatives opened 
its first session in 1960, 
Speaker of the House Sam 
Rayburn had “passed the 
word” that no significant 
business would occur 
during that week.   As a 
result, many congress-
men did not return to 
Washington, D.C., pre-
ferring to remain in their 
respective distr ic ts .   
Nobody would likely have 
thought much about it 
had not Congressman H. 
R. Gross called attention 
to the fact that much of 
official Washington was 
missing.   Gross demand-
ed a quorum call the first 
morning the House was 
back in session.   There 
was no quorum to be 
had, and TIME reported 
Congressman Gross “kept 
the quorumless House in 
legislative limbo.” 

Congressman H. R. 
Gross was generally a foe 
of the United States send-
ing taxpayer dollars over-
seas in the form of foreign 
aid.  During an uprising of 
some House Republicans 
in 1957, the Eisenhower 
Administration’s $3.8 bil-
lion foreign aid bill encoun-
tered some difficulties 
despite a special presiden-
tial plea.   “I took my last 
marching orders in 1916-
19,” Congressman Gross 
snapped, referring to his 
military service during the 
First World War.   Gross 
was one of those voting 
to pare down the request 
from $3.8 billion to $3.1 
billion, although he never 
voted for the bill to pass 
the House.

Gross proved to be a 
wily opponent, and when 
President Lyndon Johnson 
was pushing a $2.7 billion 
foreign aid bill through the 
House of Representatives, 
the Iowa congressman 
came within five votes of 

sending the entire bill back 
to a conference commit-
tee with an added amend-
ment to end aid to Poland 
as long as that country 
traded with North Vietnam. 

“Is the obligation of the 
United States to wet-nurse 
the rest of the world?” H. 
R. Gross wondered. 

As the 1960 presiden-
tial election approached, 
Gross joined four of his 
GOP colleagues from 
Iowa in trooping to the 
office of Vice President 
Richard Nixon, who was 
the Republican presiden-
tial nominee that year.  
The Iowans were unhap-
py with the farm policies 
of Eisenhower’s Secretary 
of Agriculture Ezra Taft 
Benson, and wanted to 
hear from Nixon what his 
own farm policy would be. 

When the House voted 
in 1959 to create a new 
three-man federal com-
mission to assist the coal 
industry, which was sickly, 
Congressman H. R. Gross 
complained, “No matter 
how thick or thin you slice 
it, this creates a new 
agency when we already 
are surfeited with them.”

Congressman H. R. 
Gross defied the conven-
tional wisdom of his own 
party once again when 
he was selected to wel-
come Governor Ronald 
Reagan of California to a 
fundraising dinner in Iowa 
of some 10,000 people.  
Gross was a backer of 
Reagan, who was making 
a bid for the 1968 GOP 
presidential nomination; 
in fact, Reagan won more 
popular votes that year 
than Richard Nixon, who 
was the eventual presi-
dential nominee.   Gross 
was a national leader in 
Reagan’s insurgent cam-
paign to topple President 
Gerald Ford for the GOP 
nomination in 1976.

H. R. Gross announced 
he would not run again in 
1974. Gross chose not to 
go home to Iowa to live and 
remained in Washington, 
D.C., for the remainder of 
his life. The former con-
gressman suffered from 
Alzheimer’s disease and 
died in a Washington vet-
erans hospital at age 88 
in 1987.  The Cedar Rapids 
Gazette published an edi-
torial remembering the 
longtime congressman 
and his career.  The edito-
rial quoted Dave Nagel, a 
Democratic congressman 
from Iowa, who said, “One 
has to admire the high 
integrity and principles 
H. R. Gross possessed in 
his career.  While you may 
not have always agreed 
with him, you always knew 
where he stood.”   The 
Gazette editorial stated 
it was no wonder the 
people of Iowa’s Third 
Congressional District kept 
H. R. Gross in Congress 
“for as long as he con-
sented to stay.” © 2025 Ray Hill
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Congressman H. R. Gross of Iowa, 1960.

Continue on page 6
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COURT 
NOTICES

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO: JENNIFER NICOLE CARDER 
and FRANK PRESTON CARDER

IN RE: R.C. DOB: 3/17/24
BY: DILLON and KIMBERLY HAWKINS

vs.
JENNIFER NICOLE CARDER and 

FRANK PRESTON CARDER
No. 2025-CV-240

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR GREENE 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendants 
JENNIFER NICOLE CARDER and FRANK 
PRESTON CARDER, non-resident(s) of the State 
of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts cannot 
be ascertained upon diligent search and inquiry, 
so that the ordinary process of law cannot be 
served upon JENNIFER NICOLE CARDER and 
FRANK PRESTON CARDER, it is ordered that 
said defendant(s), JENNIFER NICOLE CARDER 
and FRANK PRESTON CARDER, file an answer 
with the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
at Greeneville, Tennessee, and with ALEX D. 
BRINSON, an Attorney whose address is 2018 
CLINCH AVE., Knoxville, Tennessee 37916, within 
thirty (30) days of the last date of publication or a 
judgment by default will be taken against you and 
the cause will be set for hearing October 24, 2025 
at 10:00 a.m. as to you before Chancellor Douglas 
T. Jenkins at the Greene County Chancery Court, 
101 South Main Street, Greeneville, TN 37743.

This notice will be published in The Knoxville 
Focus Newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 12th day of AUGUST, 2025.
Douglas T. Jenkins

Clerk and Master/Chancellor

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO: JOSE MANUEL CASTILLO
IN RE: SHARON JUANITA BROOKS, Plaintiff

VS.
JOSE MANUEL CASTILLO, Defendant

NO.  211529-1
IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 

COUNTY, TENNESSEE
In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 

filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant, JOSE 
MANUEL CASTILLO a non-resident of the State 
of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts cannot be 
ascertained upon diligent search and inquiry, so 
that the ordinary process of law cannot be served 
upon JOSE MANUEL CASTILLO it is ordered 
that said defendant, JOSE MANUEL CASTILLO, 
file an answer with the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court at Knoxville, Tennessee and with 
Paisley P. Anderson, Esq., an Attorney whose 
address is 7220 Wellington Dr., Knoxville, TN 
37919, on or before thirty (30) days of the last 
date of publication or a judgement by default will 
be taken against you and the cause will be set 
for hearing Ex-Parte as to you before Chancellor 
John F. Weaver at the Knox County Chancery 
Court, Division I, 400 Main Street, Knoxville, 
Tennessee 37902. This notice will be published 
in The Knoxville Focus Newspaper for four (4) 
consecutive weeks.

This 20th day of August, 2025.
J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NOTICE OF 
SERVICE BY 

PUBLICATION
TO: MICHAEL S. WASHAM, RESPONDENT

IN RE: THE ADOPTION OF A FEMALE 
CHILD, K.E.H., D.O.B. 01/19/2016

BY: SONJA LYNN RITTER AND LARRY 
RITTER, Original Petitioners, 

and JACKIE DENNIS HOWARD, 
Intervening Petitioner

vs.
WHITNEY HOWARD AND MICHAEL 

S. WASHAM, Respondents

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR 
KNOX COUNTY, TENNESSEE

AT KNOXVILLE
DOCKET NO. 198908-1

In this cause, it appearing from the Order 
of Publication, that the residence of MICHAEL 
S. WASHAM, the biological father of K.E.H., 
D.O.B.: 01/19/2016, is unknown and cannot be 
ascertained upon diligent inquiry, it was ordered 
that publication be made for four successive 
weeks, in The Knoxville Focus, to notify MICHAEL 
S. WASHAM, to file an answer with this court and 
send a copy to Petitioners’ attorney, Shipley & 
Swain, PLLC, whose address is 800 S. Gay Street, 
Ste. 700, Knoxville, TN 37929, within 30 days 
from the last date of publication, exclusive of the 
last date of publication, or a judgment by default 
may be entered against MICHAEL S. WASHAM. 
Failure to appear may result in a default judgment 
against MICHAEL S. WASHAM.

This 3rd day of SEPTEMBER, 2025.

John F. Weaver
Chancellor

J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF TIMOTHY E. BALLARD
DOCKET NUMBER 91424-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 28th day of 
AUGUST, 2025, Letters Testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of TIMOTHY E. BALLARD, who died 
March 27, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the Clerk of the abovenamed court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first date of the publication of this Notice if the 
creditor received an actual copy of this Notice To 
Creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the Notice To Creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 28th day of AUGUST, 2025.

ESTATE OF TIMOTHY E. BALLARD

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
BROOKE BALLARD, EXECUTRIX 

7429 HARVEST CREEK LN.
POWELL, TN 37849

PATRICK R. MCKENRICK, ATTORNEY
1019 ORCHID DRIVE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ALBERT E. BALLARD
DOCKET NUMBER 91425-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 28th day 
of AUGUST, 2025, Letters of Administration in 
respect of the Estate of ALBERT E. BALLARD, 
who died January 5, 2025, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County. Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk of the above
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first date of the publication of this Notice if the 
creditor received an actual copy of this Notice To 
Creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the Notice To Creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 28th day of AUGUST, 2025.

ESTATE OF ALBERT E. BALLARD

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
BROOKE BALLARD, ADMINISTRATRIX CTA 

7429 HARVEST CREEK LN.
POWELL, TN 37849

PATRICK R. MCKENRICK, ATTORNEY
1019 ORCHID DRIVE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF GLADYS PATRICIA CAZORT
DOCKET NUMBER 91422-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 28th day of 
AUGUST, 2025, letters testamentary (or letters of 
administration as the case may be) in respect of 
the Estate of GLADYS PATRICIA CAZORT, who 
died June 12, 2025 were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 28th day of AUGUST, 2025.

ESTATE OF GLADYS PATRICIA CAZORT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JOHN CAZORT

5117 VILLA ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

FRED RICHARDSON CAZORT, JR.
633 RIVER NORTH BLVD.

MACON, GA 31211

KEITH H. BURROUGHS, ATTORNEY
900 S. GAY STREET, 14th FLOOR

P. O. BOX 2047
KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LINDA KAY 
CRUMPLEY-PATTERSON

DOCKET NUMBER 91406-1
Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day 

of AUGUST, 2025, letters testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of LINDA KAY CRUMPLEY-
PATTERSON, who died Aug. 4, 2025, were issued 
to the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk and 
Master of the above named Court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 22 day of AUGUST, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF LINDA KAY 
CRUMPLEY-PATTERSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
CHAD MARTENS, EXECUTOR

8318 GLENROTHES BLVD.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37909

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DOROTHY KAY DAWSON
DOCKET NUMBER 91390-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 26th day 
of AUGUST, 2025, Letters of Testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of DOROTHY KAY DAWSON, 
who died on the 23rd day of April, 2025, were 
issued to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against the estate are 
required to file the same with the clerk of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 

described in (1)(A); or
(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 

date of death.
This the 26th day of AUGUST, 2025.

ESTATE OF DOROTHY KAY DAWSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SUSAN ELAINE SMITH

156 OLD CHESTNUT RIDGE ROAD
HEISKELL, TN 37754

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MICHAEL WAYNE HENDLEY
DOCKET NUMBER 90736-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 26th day 
of AUGUST, 2025, letters testamentary (or 
letters of administration) in respect of the Estate 
MICHAEL WAYNE HENDLEY, who died December 
24, 2024 were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
of the above-named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) from the decedent’s date of 
death.

This the 26th day of AUGUST, 2025.

ESTATE OF MICHAEL WAYNE HENDLEY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DELMA HENDLEY

112 HAIR LANE
LENOIR CITY, TN 37772

DANIEL F. WILKINS, ATTORNEY
7632 GLEASON DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF KIMBERLY MCKROSKY HODGE
DOCKET NUMBER 91387-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day 
of AUGUST, 2025, letters administration in 
respect of the Estate of KIMBERLY MCKROSKY 
HODGE, who died May 21, 2025, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk and 
Master of the above named court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 22 day of AUGUST, 2025.

ESTATE OF KIMBERLY MCKROSKY HODGE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JANET FERRELL, ADMINISTRATRIX

616 BALSAM DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DEBORAH ANN HOOVER
DOCKET NUMBER 91195-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 27th day 
of AUGUST, 2025, Letters of Administration in 
respect of the Estate of DEBORAH ANN HOOVER, 
who died on January 3, 2025, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against this estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk and 
Master of the above-named court on or before the 
earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) below; 
otherwise, their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 27th day of AUGUST, 2025.

ESTATE OF DEBORAH ANN HOOVER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
VICKI CREWS

6208 HACKBERRY RD.
MARYVILLE, TN 37801

JANE KAUFMAN JONES, ATTORNEY
8517 KINGSTON PIKE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MICHAEL AUBREY HUDSON
DOCKET NUMBER 91421-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 28th day of 
AUGUST, 2025, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of MICHAEL AUBREY HUDSON, 
who died April 21, 2025, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the clerk of the above 
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 

(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 28th day of AUGUST, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF MICHAEL AUBREY HUDSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JASON HUDSON, ADMINISTRATOR

870 GORDON ROAD
DYERSBURG, TN 38024

ROBERT W. WILKINSON, ATTORNEY
CHRISTY WHITE, ATTORNEY

P. O. BOX 4415
OAK RIDGE, TN 37831-4415

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ROBERT ATHAS MYNATT
DOCKET NUMBER 91416-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 28th day 
of AUGUST, 2025, letters of administration 
in respect of the Estate of ROBERT ATHAS 
MYNATT, who died April 25, 2025, were issued 
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 28th day of AUGUST, 2025.

ESTATE OF ROBERT ATHAS MYNATT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JULIA H. SPRADLING

1498 MOUNTAIN ROAD
ANDERSONVILLE, TN 37705

REBECCA BELL JENKINS, ATTORNEY
9724 KINGSTON PIKE, SUITE 202

KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LARRY LINN PALMER
DOCKET NUMBER 91420-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 28th day 
of AUGUST, 2025, letters of administration in 
respect of the Estate of LARRY LINN PALMER, 
who died on June 11, 2025, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 28th day of AUGUST, 2025.

ESTATE OF LARRY LINN PALMER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
LISA ANNE MOSS

MATTHEW T. MCDONALD, ATTORNEY
116 AGNES ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LUCILLE SELLERS RAYBURN
DOCKET NUMBER 91348-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 26th day of 
AUGUST, 2025, Letters Testamentary in respect 
to the Estate of LUCILLE SELLERS RAYBURN, 
who died on June 24, 2025, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of 
the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the above captioned Estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in paragraphs numbered one (1) 
or two (2) below; otherwise their claims will be 
forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication (or posting, as the case may be) 
of this notice if the creditor received an actual 
copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) 
days before the date that is four (4) months from 
the date of the first publication (or posting); or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication (or 
posting) as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This 26th day of AUGUST, 2025.

ESTATE OF LUCILLE SELLERS RAYBURN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MR. CHRISTOPHER ROY RAYBURN

827 VALLEY STREET
SEYMOUR, TN 37865

STEPHEN K. GARRETT, ATTORNEY
7838 BARKER ROAD

CORRYTON, TN 37721

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF OLIS M. WALKER
DOCKET NUMBER 91347-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 26th day of 
AUGUST, 2025, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of OLIS M. WALKER who died JUNE 
27, 2025 were issued to the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Knox County Chancery 
Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and nonresident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the clerk of the above 
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 

be forever barred:
(1)(A) Four (4) months from the  date of the 

first publication (or posting, as the case may be) 
of this notice if the creditor received an actual 
copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) 
days before the date that is four (4) months from 
the date of the first publication (or posting); or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication (or 
posting) as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 26th day of AUGUST, 2025.

ESTATE OF OLIS M. WALKER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DAVID B. HAMILTON, ATTORNEY

1810 MERCHANT DR.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF WALTER B. WISE

DOCKET NUMBER 91350-2
Notice is hereby given that on the 26th 

day of AUGUST, 2025, letters testamentary 
(or letters of administration as the case may 
be) in respect of the Estate of WALTER B. 
WISE, who died May 13, 2025, were issued 
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of the  notice  
to  creditors if the creditor received the copy of 
the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of first 
publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 26th day of AUGUST, 2025.

ESTATE OF WALTER B. WISE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
WENDY RYAN

3590 WORKMAN ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37921

TERESA M. KLENK, ATTORNEY
265 BROOKVIEW CENTRE WAY, SUITE 604

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ANNETTE DENOBREGA BASS
DOCKET NUMBER 91374-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 27th 
day of AUGUST, 2025, letters testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of ANNETTE DENOBREGA 
BASS, who died May 22, 2025, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against his or 
her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 27th day of AUGUST, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF ANNETTE DENOBREGA BASS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
NATHAN E. BASS, EXECUTOR

7902 PELLEAUX ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37938

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JUDITH U. BREWER
DOCKET NUMBER 91302-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 29th day 
of AUGUST, 2025, Letters of Testamentary/
Administration in respect to the Estate of 
JUDITH U. BREWER, deceased, who died on 
June 30, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division for 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured against his/her Estate are required 
to file the same in triplicate with the Clerk and 
Master of the above named Court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claim will be forever barred;

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication 
as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the Decedent’s 
date of death.

This 29th day of AUGUST, 2025.

ESTATE OF JUDITH U. BREWER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ROBERT LEE BREWER, JR.
5217 HORSESTALL DRIVE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

JENNIFER BREWER PURCELL
5504 PINECREST ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

SCOTT B. HAHN, ATTORNEY
5344 N. BROADWAY, SUITE 101

KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF WILLIAM GALE COPE
DOCKET NUMBER 91362-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day 
of AUGUST, 2025, letters of administration 
c.t.a. in respect of the Estate of WILLIAM GALE 

COPE, who died July 18, 2025, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against his or 
her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first date of the publication of this notice if the 
creditor received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 22 day of August, 2025.

ESTATE OF WILLIAM GALE COPE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TONY RAY AMOS, EXECUTOR
171 LAKELAND ESTATES DR.

LENOIR CITY, TN 37771

GLEN R. THOMPSON, ATTORNEY
P. O. BOX 6127

KNOXVILLE, TN 37914

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF AVERY LERUE ESKRIDGE
DOCKET NUMBER 91371-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 27th 
day of AUGUST, 2025, letters administration 
in respect of the Estate of AVERY LERUE 
ESKRIDGE, who died June 13, 2025, were issued 
to the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of 
the Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against his or 
her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 27th day of AUGUST, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF AVERY LERUE ESKRIDGE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
VANDA JOHNSON MCAULEY, 

ADMINISTRATRIX
8816 CARRIAGE HOUSE WAY

KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARGIE LEE HERRON
DOCKET NUMBER 91383-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 27th day of 
AUGUST, 2025, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of MARGIE LEE HERRON, who died 
Dec. 4, 2024, were issued to the undersigned by 
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 27th day of AUGUST, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF MARGIE LEE HERRON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
RICKY FRED HERRON, CO-EXECUTOR

1574 MAREMONT ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

LESA CAROL HERRON 
AZAR, CO-EXECUTOR

1501 WATTS ROAD
BOWDEN, GA 30108

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF BELVA DARLENE 

KING HICKMAN
DOCKET NUMBER 91352-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 29th day 
of AUGUST, 2025, letters testamentary (or 
letters of administration as the case may be) 
in respect of the Estate of BELVA DARLENE 
KING HICKMAN, deceased, who died February 
18, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to 
file the same in triplicate with the clerk of the 
above named court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in paragraphs (1) or (2), below, 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice, if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of this notice 
to creditors, if the creditor received the copy of 
the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of first 
publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This 29th day of AUGUST, 2025.

ESTATE OF BELVA DARLENE 
KING HICKMAN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SHELIA RAYE FRENCH

P. O. BOX 1471
DANDRIDGE, TN 37725

PHILIP R. CRYE, JR., ATTORNEY
125 N. MAIN STREET

CLINTON, TN 37716

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES
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COPE, who died July 18, 2025, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against his or 
her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first date of the publication of this notice if the 
creditor received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 22 day of August, 2025.

ESTATE OF WILLIAM GALE COPE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TONY RAY AMOS, EXECUTOR
171 LAKELAND ESTATES DR.

LENOIR CITY, TN 37771

GLEN R. THOMPSON, ATTORNEY
P. O. BOX 6127

KNOXVILLE, TN 37914

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF AVERY LERUE ESKRIDGE
DOCKET NUMBER 91371-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 27th 
day of AUGUST, 2025, letters administration 
in respect of the Estate of AVERY LERUE 
ESKRIDGE, who died June 13, 2025, were issued 
to the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of 
the Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against his or 
her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 27th day of AUGUST, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF AVERY LERUE ESKRIDGE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
VANDA JOHNSON MCAULEY, 

ADMINISTRATRIX
8816 CARRIAGE HOUSE WAY

KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARGIE LEE HERRON
DOCKET NUMBER 91383-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 27th day of 
AUGUST, 2025, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of MARGIE LEE HERRON, who died 
Dec. 4, 2024, were issued to the undersigned by 
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 27th day of AUGUST, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF MARGIE LEE HERRON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
RICKY FRED HERRON, CO-EXECUTOR

1574 MAREMONT ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

LESA CAROL HERRON 
AZAR, CO-EXECUTOR

1501 WATTS ROAD
BOWDEN, GA 30108

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF BELVA DARLENE 

KING HICKMAN
DOCKET NUMBER 91352-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 29th day 
of AUGUST, 2025, letters testamentary (or 
letters of administration as the case may be) 
in respect of the Estate of BELVA DARLENE 
KING HICKMAN, deceased, who died February 
18, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to 
file the same in triplicate with the clerk of the 
above named court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in paragraphs (1) or (2), below, 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice, if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of this notice 
to creditors, if the creditor received the copy of 
the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of first 
publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This 29th day of AUGUST, 2025.

ESTATE OF BELVA DARLENE 
KING HICKMAN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SHELIA RAYE FRENCH

P. O. BOX 1471
DANDRIDGE, TN 37725

PHILIP R. CRYE, JR., ATTORNEY
125 N. MAIN STREET

CLINTON, TN 37716

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES
NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF JANICE K. KELL
DOCKET NUMBER 91412-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 28th day of 
AUGUST, 2025, Letters Testamentary in respect 
to the Estate of JANICE K. KELL, who died July 
20, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
of the above-named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first date of the publication of this notice if the 
creditor received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 28th day of AUGUST, 2025.

ESTATE OF JANICE K. KELL

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ROBERT A. KELL

6507 S. NORTHSHORE DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

TIMOTHY M. MCLEMORE, ATTORNEY
P. O. BOX 1990

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF MARY KIMBALL
DOCKET NUMBER 91380-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 27th day of 
AUGUST, 2025, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of MARY KIMBALL, who died June 30, 
2025, were issued to the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 27th day of AUGUST, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF MARY KIMBALL

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ROBERT C. KIMBALL, EXECUTOR

10030 ASHEVILLE HWY.
STRAWBERRY PLAINS, TN 37871

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LAURA BETH KINDER
DOCKET NUMBER 91403-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 3rd day of 
SEPTEMBER, 2025, letters of administration in 
respect to the Estate of LAURA BETH KINDER, 
who died on July 8, 2025, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 

Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 3rd day of SEPTEMBER, 2025.

ESTATE OF LAURA BETH KINDER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KATHARYNE L. SPANGLER

625 ENSLEY DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

JOHN B. DUPREE, ATTORNEY
616 W. HILL AVE., 2nd FLOOR

KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF SOFA INEZ KECK LAKIN
DOCKET NUMBER 91415-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 28th day of 
AUGUST, 2025, Letters Testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of SOFA INEZ KECK LAKIN, who died 
on July 22, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 28th day of AUGUST, 2025.

ESTATE OF SOFA INEZ KECK LAKIN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DAVID LAKIN

6522 RUBY JUNE LANE
CORRYTON, TN 37721

DENNIS LAKIN
8221 JADE TREE LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37938

M. SUE WHITE, ATTORNEY
216 PHOENIX CT., SUITE D

SEYMOUR, TN 37865

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF RALPH MATHES
DOCKET NUMBER 91368-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 27th day of 
AUGUST, 2025, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of RALPH MATHES, who died June 
5, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate  are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 

named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 27th day of AUGUST, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF RALPH MATHES

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
RALPH MATHES, JR., ADMINISTRATOR

1307 IDSTONE WAY
MIDLOTHIAN, VA 23112

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOANN REYNOLDS
DOCKET NUMBER 91428-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 29th day of 
AUGUST, 2025, letters of administration as the 
case may  be in respect of the Estate of JOANN 
REYNOLDS, who died May 13, 2025, were issued 
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 29th day of AUGUST, 2025.

ESTATE OF JOANN REYNOLDS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DIANE BOLES

2470 PINEY GROVE CHURCH RD.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37921

DAVID H. LUHN, ATTORNEY
310 N. FOREST PARK BLVD.

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JAMES CONDA ROBINSON
DOCKET NUMBER 91395-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 27th day 
of AUGUST, 2025, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of JAMES CONDA ROBINSON, 
who died March 11, 2024, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk and 
Master of the above named Court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 

if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 27th day of AUGUST, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF JAMES CONDA ROBINSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
BETTY M. ROBINSON, EXECUTRIX

9633 CLINGMANS DOME DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF RICHARD LEWIS VALENTINE, JR.
DOCKET NUMBER 91278-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 28th day 
of AUGUST, 2025, letters testamentary (or letters 
of administration as the case may be) in respect 
of the Estate of RICHARD LEWIS VALENTINE, 
JR., who died 03/10/2025, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 28th day of AUGUST, 2025.

ESTATE OF RICHARD LEWIS VALENTINE, JR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
BARBARA JEAN TAYLOR

1700 NC-111
PINE TOPS, NC 27864

K. CHRISTOPHER MARTIN, ATTORNEY
P. O. BOX 584

CLINTON, TN 37717

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF SUSAN LYNN WILLIAMSON
DOCKET NUMBER 91346-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 29th day 
of AUGUST, 2025, letters of administration 
in respect of the Estate of SUSAN LYNN 
WILLIAMSON, who died March 28, 2025, were 
issued to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against the estate are 
required to file the same with the clerk of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 29th day of AUGUST, 2025.

ESTATE OF SUSAN LYNN WILLIAMSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ROBERT BRUCE WILLIAMSON

1100 BURNING TREE LN.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

M. CATHERINE WARMBROD, ATTORNEY
10805 KINGSTON PIKE, SUITE 200

KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

MISC.  NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE
Request for Bids – KCDC, the Public Housing 

Authority for Knoxville & Knox County, posts all 
of its solicitations at www.kcdc.org/procurement.  
Click on ‘Open Solicitations’ and follow the link.  

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT 
PERIOD AND PUBLIC HEARING

Knox County Grants & 
Community Development

Consolidated Annual Performance 
and Evaluation Report

The Knox County Grants & Community 
Development (KCGCD) 2024 Consolidated Annual 
Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER) 
documents the County’s housing and public 
service activities and performance under the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development’s 
(HUD) Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG), Community Development Block Grant 
Cares Act (CDBG-CV), and the HOME Investment 
Partnerships (HOME) programs during the past 
year. 

A draft copy of the CAPER will be made 
available for public comment beginning Thursday, 
September 11 through Sunday, September 28, 
2025. Knox County residents are encouraged to 
share their verbal or written comments about the 
County’s CAPER. Comments may be submitted via 
email to grants@knoxcounty.org, calling KCGCD 
at 865-215-5253, or by mail to KCGCD, 400 Main 
Street, Suite 364 Knoxville, TN 37902. 

Additionally, KCGCD will hold a Public 
Hearing to review the CAPER and take comments. 
Residents are able to attend in person or virtually 
through Zoom. The hearing is scheduled for 
Wednesday, September 24 at 8:30 a.m. at the 
following location:

KCGCD Dante Office
405 Dante Road

Knoxville, TN 37918
Persons requiring special assistance or 

accommodation should contact KCGCD at 865-
215-5253 at least three days before the public 
hearing.  

A draft copy of the CAPER and information on 
how to attend virtually will be available at https://
knoxcounty.org/communitydevelopment/. The 
County will incorporate all comments recorded 
into the CAPER. The final version of the CAPER 
will be submitted to HUD for final approval by 
September 30, 2025.

“Si usted necesitara asistencia para este 
aviso en otro idioma, por favor llame al 865-
694-8880 para mayor información y mencione 
del Desarrollo Comunitario del Condado de 
Knox.”

 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Special Called Meeting of the Knox 

County Ethics Committee 
Wednesday, September 17, 2025, at 8:30 

a.m.
Small Assembly Room 
City/County Building 
For the purpose of considering the 

Comprehensive Review and  Revision of the Knox 
County Code of Ethics.

NOTICE OF LIEN 
SALE

The owner and /or lien holders of the following 
vehicle is hereby notified of their rights to pay 
all charges and reclaim said vehicle being held at 
701 Cooper St., Knoxville, TN 37917. Failure to 
reclaim this vehicle will be deemed a waiver of all 
rights, title, and consent to dispose of said vehicle 
at public auction on September 16, 2025 at 701 
Cooper St, Knoxville, TN 37917.
1. ‘ 03 Yamaha 143 FZ1   JYARN07E33A006041 
JOSHUA SCARLETT
2. ‘ 15 TAIZHOU MOPED  LYDY6TKH5F1500361 
BRUCE REDRUP
3. ‘24 TOYOTA RAV 4  2T3W1RFVXRC268319 
ADONYS CARRILO / AMERICAN CREDIT 
ACCEPTANCE
4. ‘15 NISSAN VERSA  3N1CN7AP8FL919925 
KELY WHITSELL / DESTINY JONES
5. ‘16 FORD ESCAPE  1FMCU9GX0GUB45725 
DARLENE BAILEY / WESTLAKE FINANCIAL
6. ‘13 CHEVY EQUINOX  2GNALDEK9D6157348 
WILMA LYLES
7. ‘25 NISSAN FRONTIER  1N6ED1CL0SN623420 
JAMES HOLDER / ORNL FCU
8. ‘05 CADILLAC ESCALADE 
1GYEK63N35R163989 CHRISTOPHER BOOTH / 
TITLEMAX
9. ‘05 CHEVY COBALT  1G1AL52F857536292 
LISA HENDERSON
10. ‘21 LEXUS RX 350  1G1AL52F857536292 
TONYA OR PHILIP MCNEIL
11. ‘18 FORD MUSTANG  1FA6P8TH9J5115650 
DYLAN THOMAS / ORNL FCU
12. ‘24 FORD MAVERICK 3FTTW8H35RRB59408 
PREMIERE BLDG / FORD MOTOR CREDIT
13. ‘13 FORD ESCAPE  1FMCU9H91DUC04101 
ADDESSA RUIZ MENDOZA
14. ‘14 FORD FOCUS  1FADP3K26EL314471 
KATHERINE WRANCHER / FISHTAIL FINANCIAL
15. ‘21 CHEVY EQUINOX  2GNAXUEV1M6150568 
SANDRA GRASTY / WESTLAKE FINANCIAL
16. ‘01 DODGE RAM  3B7HC13Y81G727286 
LUCIA FILKERSON / TN TITLE LOANS
17. ‘06 CADILLAC DTS  1G6KD57Y06U196550 
SAMANTHA GARLAND
18. ‘99 FORD EXPEDITION 
1FMRU186XXLA30430 KASSANDRA OR 
RONALD WEAVER / TITLEMAX
19. ‘16 FORD FUSION  3FA6P0G74GR338753 
KOBE TOLLETT / AIRPORT MOTORS
20. ‘24 TOYOTA PRIUS  JTDACAAU5R3033669 
KOS DISTRIBUTION / ALLY FINANCIAL

NOTICE OF LIEN 
SALE

This is to serve as notice that 865 Precision 
LLC in regards to the 2021 Forest River Cherokee 
M-264DBH multi owned by Virgle Beeler, or 
otherwise the Estate of Virgle Beeler, is set to be 
auctioned by the Powell Auction House, located 
at 6729 Pleasant Ridge RD. Knoxville, TN , on 
September 20, 2025 at 9:00 AM for satisfaction 
of the Garagekeeper’s Lien on such unit. The 
2021 Forest River Cherokee M-264DBH multi is 
described as follows: Vehicle: 2021/FRRV; Make: 
Forest River; Model: Cherokee M-264DBH multi; 
Year: 2021; VIN: 4X4TCKB24MX145922

NOTICE OF LIEN 
SALE

The owner or lienholders of the following 
vehicles are hereby notified of their rights to pay 
all charges and claims being held on the storage 
lot of Ogle’s Wrecker Service located at 4401 
Asheville Hwy. Failure to claim these vehicles by 
September 23, 2025 will be a waiver of all rights 
and titles along with consent to sell vehicles.

2009 MAZDA CX7
VIN# JM3ER29L390225179

2010 DODGE CHARGER
VIN# 2B3CA3CV6AH177203

Cumberland Falls is NOT in Williamsburg

I keep seeing a local 
television commercial for 
Williamsburg, Kentucky. 
As I grew up there for ten 
years and even briefly 
returned later in life to live 
there again, I consider it 
one of my hometowns.

The commercial does a 
great job in promoting the 
town, which is the seat of 
Whitley County and has a 
historic downtown area, 
notable mansions, a thriv-
ing casino and a water 
park. Cumberland College 
is also there, and the his-
toric Lane Theater is just 
a block or so from the 
town’s old L&N railroad 
depot. While Williamsburg 
has a lot to offer, it is not 
the home of Cumberland 
Falls as the commercial 
suggests.

Repeat, the “Niagara of 
the South” is NOT located 
in Williamsburg. The com-
mercial is referring instead 
to the Cumberland Falls 

State Resort Park, which is 
about 20 miles or 30 min-
utes northeast of the town. 
The park has a beautiful 
“Moonbow” on clear nights 
and offers hiking and picnic 
areas, good gift shops, and 
many ways to see the falls 
from above or below.

Getting from Williamsburg 
to Cumberland Falls, which 
actually has a Corbin, 

Kentucky, address, means 
following I-75 north to the 
second Williamsburg exit 
and taking Highway 25W 
until it turns left onto 
Highway 90. Following that 
route brings you to over-
looks with good parking 
and eventually downhill to 
the falls parking lot.

Cumberland Falls was 
always a favorite place to 

visit in my childhood, and 
when in the area nowa-
days, we always stop for 
the view and hike to the 
bottom of the falls. There 
are many trails within the 
park and along the rushing 
Cumberland River.

It is said that Cumberland 
Falls was accidentally dis-
covered by long hunters 
who had to abandon their 

rafts above the water-
fall and walk around the 
cascade to continue. It 
was later “rediscovered” 
by explorer and land 
speculator Dr. Thomas 
Walker, who named the 
entire Cumberland area 
for England’s Duke of 
Cumberland.

Across the river from 
the main parking area is 

an interesting trail to the 
little-known “Eagle Falls” 
that empties its waters 
just downriver from the 
main falls.

Being just a half-hour 
away, I visited Cumberland 
Falls with my childhood 
family, my high school 
class, and later with my 
sons and grandchildren. 
The park also features the 
famous Dupont Lodge with 
lodging and a well-known 
Riverview Restaurant. 
It also offers horseback 
riding, swimming above 
the falls, and a good camp-
ground with hookups. The 
park is a good place to 
stay as you visit the towns 
of London, Corbin and 
Williamsburg.

You can also visit the 
Great South Fork area just 
west of the falls or even 
take the tourist train in 
Sterns, Ky., to visit the Blue 
Heron historic coal mining 
community.

A day away with yourself 
or your friends and family 
can turn into a weekend 
or even a week-long visit, 
working out of Cumberland 
Falls. 

For more information 
about Cumberland Falls, 
you can visit www.cumber-
landfallsstatepark.com or 
call (800) 325-0063.

A Day Away

By Mike Steely

The Cumberland Falls Moonbow is beautiful and unusual. Visitors to the attraction will find lots to do in the Cumber-
land Falls State Resort Park, located about 30 minutes northwest of Williamsburg, Kentucky.
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ALTERATIONS
JOANNE’S ALTERATIONS, 

PANTS HEMMING $5, 
SPECIALIZING IN JEANS.

CALL 865-805-9170

CHILD CARE
MARCIA’S 

LEARNING CENTER
1411 Exeter Ave, Knoxville

(865) 673-8223
Day Shift 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

DECKS

ELECTRICIAN

ELECTRIC/
PLUMBING 

WORK

Call or email 
Ruthie at 

865-686-9970 or 
ruthie@

knoxfocus.com 
to place your 
Classified or 

Service Directory 
advertisement! 

FENCING

HANDYMAN

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING

PHOTOGRAPHER
PROFESSIONAL 

PHOTOGRAPHER -  
JASE CHRISTOPHER 

REFLECTIONS PHOTOGRAPHY: 
FAMILY PORTRAITS AND 

SPECIAL OCCASIONS. 
CONTACT INFO AND 

PORTFOLIO AVAILABLE 
AT JCREFLECTIONS.COM 

(PROFESSIONALLY CERTIFIED)

REPAIR MAN

ROOFING

ROOF REPAIRS, METAL;

SHINGLE; RUBBER; ROOF

COATING; FREE ESTIMATES.

865-705-7069

TREE SERVICES

service directory
COIN SHOP

FOR SALE BY 
OWNER

FOR SALE 7-MO. OLD FEMALE 
SHIHTZU. LIGHT BROWN W/ 
WHITE PAWS. $350 - CALL 

AFTER 10:00 AM. 
865-809-4206

.......................................

FOR SALE: 2 BLACK WOODEN 
ROCKING CHAIRS. EXCELLENT 

COND. $50 EA. CALL AFTER 
10AM. 865-809-4206

HELP WANTED
Mirror Team Leader is sought by 
an auto-parts mfg co. in Clinton, 
TN. Min. Bach's deg in Industrial 
Engg, Mechanical Engg, or rltd & 
2 yrs of exp in production mgmt 

w/in the automotive industry 
are reqd. Send resume to SL 

Tennessee LLC (Attn: Gun Jun 
Yoon) @ 312 Frank L Diggs Dr., 

Clinton, TN 37716.

HELP WANTED

CAREGIVER NEEDED 
LOOKING FOR A RELIABLE 

CAREGIVER FOR AN ELDERLY 
LADY. WILL NEED TO BE ABLE 
TO WORK SHIFTS DURING THE 
DAY, NIGHTS, AND WEEKENDS. 

SHIFTS ARE 9AM-3PM, OR 
3PM-9PM WITH 2 DAYS OFF 

A WEEK. PLEASE TEXT OR CALL 
PAM AT 865-599-9687.

REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT

 

WANTED

classifieds

NOW OFFERING HOME 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

• Interior/Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing
• Staining
• Drywall & Carpentry

FREE ESTIMATES • 865-291-8434
www.pilgrimpaintingknoxville.com

Serving Knoxville for 30 years
Google 5 Star Rating      Licensed – Bonded - Insured

“The Little Orange T’s Great 
Tennessee Adventure” into 
its VOLSHOP both in store 
and online. The late, great 
Coach Johnny Majors even 
read our “Little Orange T” 
online in 2020 (Google 
search Johnny Majors 
Little Orange T for the video 
feature).

Bring us up on your current 
professional position. 

I had graduated to the 
opportunity to retire from 
BESCO around March of 
2020 and thought then, 
wow this is perfect, but 
something even more 
incredible happened. It was 
a call from a friend-to-all in 
East Tennessee named Bill 
Steverson, president of MBI 
(aka Michael Brady) asking, 
“What are you doing?”

I told Bill the abso-
lute truth, “Just watching 
Westerns,” and Bill said, 
“No more.”

So, now it is my pleasure 
to serve MBI as a consul-
tant and team member. I 
still enjoy my Westerns!

Do you have any local politi-
cal ambition or plans? 

I have been asked quite a 
bit over the past five years 
about participating in local 
politics and running for 
Lenoir City / Loudon County 
office and that request has 
piqued my interest. 

The commitment to 
serve is not be taken light-
ly and, as for us, we pray 
for wisdom and guidance 
moving forward.

How are you finding Lenoir 
City?

Janet and I loaded up 
the truck and moved out 
deep west (Lenoir City). 
Instantaneously we found 
the community and the 
people inviting and inclu-
sive. We immediately 
grafted our love for East 
Tennessee into our 37771 
/ 37772 neighbors.

What are your future plans?
Please look for us as we 

continue to work and serve 
in the East Tennessee 
/ Lenoir City commu-
nities, Kerbela Shrine, 

MBI companies and the 
Tennessee Volunteer 
nation. How incredibly 

blessed we all are to live 
in the greater Knoxville 
region. Go VOLS!

Catching Up With
George Bove soldier straight into the 

White House and into the 
presence of President 
Abraham Lincoln. Although 
the soldier had no author-
ity or right to demand an 
audience with the presi-
dent, he was welcomed 
because he came with 
the president’s son. That 
simple moment powerful-
ly illustrates our access 
to God. On our own, we 
have no right to approach 
the throne of heaven, but 
through a living Jesus, the 
Son, we are brought near 
and welcomed into the very 
presence of the Father. It is 
through Christ alone that 
we have access to God.

Secondly, this means we 
have a diligent advocate. 
The Hebrew writer teach-
es us that we can obtain 

mercy and find grace in 
this throne room. Mercy 
is God withholding what 
we deserve, while grace 
is God giving us what we 
don’t deserve. Mercy is 
essential because we 
are all sinners, and grace 
is necessary because 
we all experience suffer-
ing. Christians have every 
reason to count their bless-
ings, for unlike any other 
faith in the world, we do 
not follow a dead prophet 
or distant teacher; we have 
a relationship with a living 
Savior. Jesus not only con-
quered the grave but now 
stands at the right hand of 
the Father, acting as our 
Advocate. While others 
are left to plead their own 
cases, we can rest assured 
that Christ Himself speaks 
on our behalf. Your case is 
in good hands!

Good Hands

George Bove takes lots of photos and caught himself and 
Focus writer Mike Steely in one a few years ago. 

Cont. from page 1
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By David Klein

In its first Region 2-5A game of the 
season at Central, the Bobcats got off 
to a fast start against the West Rebels 
in the first half but withstood a furious 
West rally in the fourth quarter to win 
29-21. The Bobcats jumped out to a 
29-7 lead in the first half as quarter-
back Kaden Long heated up in the 
passing game as he passed for three 
touchdowns and ran for another one. 

Central got on the scoreboard first 
as Long threw his first touchdown 
pass, an 11-yard pass to JJ Sackie. 
The Bobcats led 7-0 with 7:20 left in 

the first quarter. 
“The whole week we were talk-

ing about doing our fundamentals,” 
Sackie said. “That was just a catch 
and score. We played as a family; 
we played as a team and made it 
happen.”

West had a chance to answer, but 
an apparent touchdown was called 
back on a holding penalty. West would 
miss a field goal to end its possession. 

Following a Rebel stop of the 
Bobcats on a 4th-and-goal at the 
Rebel 1-yard line, Central recorded a 
safety to go up 9-0 with 7:45 left in 

the second quarter. After West kicked 
off to Central, the Bobcats wasted 
no time on their drive as it took just 
one play to score. Long lofted a pass 
down the right sideline to Javaston 
Badgett, and he caught it in stride 
and raced 79 yards for a touchdown. 
Central led 16-0 with 7:18 left in the 
second quarter. 

“I’ve got playmakers all around me,” 
Long said. “I got my line protecting 
me, they did an amazing job tonight. I 
give number 3 (Badgett) the ball and 
he can go run it in the end zone; he 

By Steve Williams

It didn’t take long for 
Deuce Rodgers to make a 
difference in the Battle of 
Emory Road this year.

Coming back from a 
knee injury in the season 
opener, Powell’s senior 
quarterback broke loose 
and raced 60 yards down 
the left sideline on the 

game’s third play from 
scrimmage to set up the 
Panthers’ first touchdown 
against rival Halls.

Deuce finished what 
he started with a 13-yard 
touchdown pass to DeZion 
Jackson and Caleb Lanius 
added the PAT.

“I’ve been waiting to get 
off to a fast start,” said 

By Ken Lay

The District 3-3A volley-
ball season has already 
reached its halfway point, 
and one team has won all 
six of its league games.

The team perched atop 
the district standings is the 
Central High Lady Bobcats.

Many assumed that 
the new-look district title 
might go through Anderson 
County, as two-time defend-
ing regular-season and 
postseason tournament 
champion Clinton entered 
the 2025 campaign and 
has not lost a district match 
in two seasons.

Oak Ridge, which had 
struggled in recent years 
after dominating the league 
for more than a decade, is 
looking to bounce back 

under the guidance of new 
head coach Meghan Ellis. 

Anderson County also 
joined this league after 
overpowering Class 2A 
play in East Tennessee. The 
Lady Mavericks, it seems, 
were almost always con-
cluding their season at 
the state tournament in 
Murfreesboro.

This season, however, it's 
coach Susan Davidson’s 
Lady Bobcats who have 
risen to the top --- at least 
in the first half of the 2025 
campaign. Central is 12-2 
overall and has gone 6-0 
in the district, keeping 
its perfect league mark 
intact with a five-set (26-
24, 16-25, 20-25, 25-20, 
18-16) victory over Powell 
at home on Thursday night.

Central also has league 
wins over Clinton, Anderson 
County, Gibbs and Oak 
Ridge and Campbell 
County, snapping the Lady 
Dragons’ long winning 
streak along the way.

When told that her team 
had defeated all three 
teams from Anderson 
County, Davidson said, “I 
didn’t think about that and 
I didn’t know it, but we still 
have a lot of work to do.”

On Wednesday, the Lady 
Bobcats took to the court 
for a non-district tilt against 
West High, a former District 
3-3A team.

The Lady Rebels have 
struggled out of the gate, 
but served notice that they 
were going to make things 
difficult for their hosts in 

Fountain City. They won 
the first set before falling 
22-25, 26-24, 25-23.

West was hot early as 
C.C. Robinson won the first 
eight service points. Central 
would eventually rally back 
to 21-19 thanks to a strong 
service game of their own 
that saw Kaylin Wiley serve 
up three consecutive aces 
after a sideout pulled the 
Lady Bobcats to 19-16. 
When the dust had settled, 
Wiley had served up a five-
point run to give the Lady 
Bobcats the two-point lead.

The Lady Rebels scored 
seven of the last 10 points 
to claim the set.

“We were flat early and 
I think a lot of that was 
going five (sets) against AC 

PHOTO BY KEN LAY.

Central High's Kaylin Wiley serves the ball in the Lady 
Bobcats' three-set win over West Wednesday night in 
Fountain City. Wiley came up with five kills, 10 digs and 
four aces for Central, which is 12-2 early this season.

HIGH SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL

Central starts fast, holds off West rally

PHOTO BY CHRISTOPHER LOPEZ-ORTIZ

Central quarterback Kaden Long turns the corner, while West's Aiden Jordan (30) and Kobe Kuhn (43) give chase Fri-
day night at CHS. The Bobcats held off the Rebels for a 29-21 win.

He’s back! 
Rodgers powers Panthers 

to win over Halls

PHOTO BY MYAH WILSON

Powell quarterback Deuce Rodgers is all serious as the 
Panthers prepare to play Halls on Thursday night's 
game at The Jungle. Powell won 32-13Continue on page 2

Central off to fast start on volleyball court, unbeaten in district play
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Powell Coach Matt Lowe. 
“That happened for us 
early on. I think that’s the 
first time this year we have 
scored on the first drive. I’m 
really proud of them.”

The Panthers never 
trailed and went on to a 
32-13 win in the Region 
2-5A opener for both 
teams.

Powell is 2-0 after its first 
game against Anderson 
County was ruled a no-con-
test. The Red Devils are a 
surprising 0-3 and have a 
week off to think about it.

Halls coach Brent 
Hughes said he knew 
“there was a possibility” 
the season could start like 
it has. “I knew we were play-
ing three really tough oppo-
nents from the jump and I 
knew that it could definitely 
happen. But I have faith in 
our team. Right now I feel 
like in a lot of ways we are 
beating ourselves and not 

necessarily the other team 
beating us all the time. We 
got to play better and make 
less mistakes.”

Down 7-0, Halls gam-
bled and faked a punt on 
its first possession and the 
Panthers came up with it 
at the Red Devils’ 8-yard 
line. Powell could not cash 
in this time, but it would 
on Halls’ next possession. 
Cooper Wheeler blocked 
a Halls punt and this time 
it was recovered in the 
end zone by the Panthers’ 
Iverson Garcia.

“It was his first career 
touchdown,” said Coach 
Lowe. “What a great 
moment for that kid.”

Lanius added the PAT to 
give the Panthers a 14-0 
lead with 3:55 left in the 
first quarter.

The Red Devils finally got 
a break early in the second 
quarter. After driving from 
their 34-yard line to the 
Powell 2, running back 

McKylus Daniel’s fumble 
in the end zone was recov-
ered by wide receiver Brody 
Rogers for a TD that cut the 
Panthers’ lead to 14-7.

Powell answered with 
a 12-play march and a 
24-yard field goal by Lanius 
that upped the Panthers’ 
lead to 17-7.

Halls went on another 
drive late in the first half, 
but Garcia was in on a 
10-yard sack that forced 
Parker Crittenden to settle 
for a 35-yard field goal on 
the last play of the half.

Back in the game and 
trailing only by seven points, 
Halls couldn’t take advan-
tage of its field possession 
after Daniel returned the 
kickoff to the 44. On fourth-
and-three at the Powell 49, 
the Red Devils went for it, 
but Amari Lethgo’s pass 
was incomplete.

Powell had a touchdown 
nullified by a holding call 
and the Panthers had to 

settle for Lanius’ 23-yard 
field goal and a 20-10 
advantage.

Another holding pen-
alty erased a 16-yard TD 
run by Rodgers, but he 
scored again from the 17 
that counted and gave the 
Panthers’ a 26-10 margin.

Late in the fourth quarter, 
a personal foul on the Red 
Devils pushed them back 
to the 20-yard line and they 
settled for a 37-yard field 
goal by Crittenden to cut 
the deficit to 26-13.

Halls tried an onside 
kickoff to no avail.

On third-and-inches at 
the Red Devils’ 4, Rodgers 
scored around the right side 
with only 2:16 remaining.

The Panthers will play 
Friday at William Blount, a 
new Region 2-5A member. 
In his post-game talk, 
Coach Lowe already knew 
about the Governors. “They 
score a lot of points,” he 
said. 

Cont. from page 1
Cont. from page 1

makes my job easy.”
Badgett said, “They didn’t know 

what I could do downfield with 
my speed so we used that as an 
advantage and we took a couple 
of shots and it worked.” 

West would answer. Aided by a 
personal foul facemask, West had 
a first down at the Central 27-yard 
line. Three plays later, Messiah 
Wrenn ran for a 2-yard touchdown 
to cut it to 16-7 with 4:54 left in 
the second. 

Just when it looked like West 
was getting back into the game, 
Central answered on Long’s 
36-yard touchdown run with 3:08 
left in the second quarter to put 
the Bobcats up 22-7. 

Two minutes and seven sec-
onds later, Long would throw 
his third touchdown pass of the 
game to Badgett, who caught his 
second touchdown. The touch-
down pass went for 32 yards and 
put the Bobcats up 29-7 with one 
minute left in the second quarter. 

Neither team scored in the third 
quarter, but the stage was set for 
West’s fourth quarter rally. West’s 
Ryheem Lee barreled for a 7-yard 
touchdown run to cut Central’s 
lead to 29-14 with 11:41 left in 
fourth quarter. 

On Central’s ensuing posses-
sion, the Rebels blocked Braeson 
Gourley’s punt and recovered the 
football at the Central 15-yard 
line. On the next play, Abel Ancelet 
took an end-around run 15 yards 
for the touchdown to trim the 

Bobcats’ lead to 29-21 with 9:35 
left in the fourth quarter. 

That is when Central played 
keep away. The Bobcats would 
keep the football the rest of the 
game as Central converted two 
key fourth downs. One conver-
sion was a Long pass to Bryce 
Johnston on a 4th-and 4, and the 
other one was a 4th-and 7 pass 
from Long to Torin McAfee to seal 
the win. 

Central head coach Kevin Lane 
said, “I wanted to come out with 

our weapons on offense and give 
them our first punch and see how 
they respond. I thought they didn’t 
respond very well at first and obvi-
ously the second half they did. But 
we held on and ran the clock out.” 

Central (2-1) travels to regional 
opponent Campbell County Friday 
while West hosts perennial state 
champion Alcoa in a non-region 
game.

Continued from page 1

Central starts fast, holds off West rally

HIGH SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY

Farragut takes first place in boys’ race
By Steve Williams

Alexandra Vesser contin-
ued Hardin Valley’s strong 
tradition in girls’ cross 
country in the first big meet 
of the 2025 season.

The Lady Hawks’ junior 
won the Victor Ashe Park 
Fall Classic with a time 
of 18 minutes, 55.2 sec-
onds over the 5,000-meter 
course on Saturday, August 
30.

Senior Rachel Benson 
and junior Ava Woodyatt 
placed second and third, 
respectively, for HVA with 
times of 19:38.5 and 
19:41.9 at the challeng-
ing northwest course in 
Knoxville. 

Heritage freshman 
Hadleigh Mitchey finished 
fourth at 19:54.7. Grace 
Christian Academy fresh-
man Sophie Lee came in 

fifth just missing to break 
the 20-minute mark with a 
time of 20:00.5.

Hardin Valley totaled 49 
points in the team stand-
ings, while Farragut (78) 
took second place under 
new head coach Garrett 
Jones. Signal Mountain 
High School was third 
with 133 points, followed 
by Science Hill (165) and 
Maryville (166).

Knoxville Ambassadors’ 
senior Tallulah Worley came 

in sixth and Farragut’s 
junior Zoi Lecours and 
sophomore Addison 
Haynes were seventh 
and eighth, respectively. 
Farragut senior Christie 
George came in 13th and 
HVA junior Ava Berkheimer 
was 15th.

Volunteer High senior 
Kevin McCurry crossed the 
finish line first in the boys’ 
race with a time of 15:55.7. 
Maryville junior Tommy 
Babbit was the runner-up at 

16:10.2. Charles Temples, 
a Farragut sophomore, 
placed third at 16:38.2.

Running fourth through 
seventh were The King 
Academy sophomore 
Duncan Oshumu (16:48.8), 
Farragut junior Andrew 
Cabaniss (16:51.6) and 
Hardin Valley’s Cooper 
McKaig and Aiden Rufi, a 
senior and junior.

Completing the Top 15 
were Farragut senior Nick 
DeGuira in 10th place, 

Hardin Valley junior JD Ruig 
in 11th and HVA sopho-
more Issac Socha in 15th.

The battle for the boys’ 
team title was a close 
one with Farragut (55 
points) taking first place 
and Hardin Valley (59) the 
runner-up. Also in the Top 
5 were Maryville (114), 
Science Hill (124) and 
Signal Mountain (136).

The boys’ competition 
included 229 runners and 
25 teams.

Vesser leads the way for HVA girls in Fall Classic

He’s back! Rodgers powers Panthers 
to win over Halls

last night,” Davidson said. 
“But West is a great team 
and they’ll get it together.”

In the second game, it 
was the Lady Bobcats who 
jumped out to a fast start, 
opening a 5-1 lead only to 
see the Lady Rebels storm 
back to open a 7-6 lead on 
an ace by Maisey LeClair.

From there, the rest of 
the set was like a heavy-
weight prizefight with 
two solid teams match-
ing each other punch for 
punch.

In the end, Central 
would do enough to win.

“This wasn’t our pretti-
est match but we’ll take it,” 
Davidson said. “I’m really 
proud of our setters.”

Piper Clevenger had 22 
assists at setter and was 
Central’s leading passer.  
Jolie Sheddan had nine 
assists. Clevenger also 
finished with six kills and 

two blocks.
Ally Bryant had 13 kills 

and 16 digs. Malia Moore 
had seven kills and two 
blocks, while Wiley had 
five kills, four aces and 
six digs.

For West and coach 
Jessica Lee, it was anoth-
er tough loss.

“Our kids played hard,” 
she said. “They played 
hard and this has been 
the story of our season.

“We’ve gone five sets 
(in best-of-5 matches) and 
three sets (in best-of-three 
matches). We’re trying to 
find our identity, and right 
now, it’s early, but then 
you’re going to blink your 
eyes and its going to be 
time for the district tour-
nament. Hopefully, this 
will get us ready for our 
district tournament .”

Central off to fast start 
on volleyball court

HIGH SCHOOL SCORES 
AND SCHEDULE
Week 3 Results
Alcoa 52, Gibbs 7
AC 46, Fulton 0

Bradley Cen. 49, HVA 0
CAK 28, Notre Dame 10
CCS 59, Orlando FL 14

Heritage 35, S-D 14
Karns 37, Campbell Co. 0
Carter 63, Union Co. 26

Catholic 42, Lipscomb 20
Central 29, West 21

GCA 42, Chatt. Christ. 21
Maryville 56, Bearden 0

Powell 32, Halls 13
Seymour 27, Cocke Co. 7
Silverdale 62, Webb 16

TSD 44, South Carolina 6
Upperman 42, Farragut 6

 
Week 4 Games

(Kickoff at 7 local time)

Thursday
Alcoa at West

Friday
Austin-East at Scott
Catholic at Bearden

CAK at Oneida
Carter at South-Doyle

Central at Campbell Co.
Bradley at Farragut

Fulton at G-P
Gibbs at Mo. East
Silverdale at GCA

HVA at West Ridge
Karns at Clinton

Powell at Wm. Blount
Webb at Lakeway

Saturday
TSD at Minnesota, 3 pm

A GLANCE BACK AND A LOOK AHEAD

By Steve Williams

Karns High School’s foot-
ball team has a special 
player this year – a girl.

She’s good at what she 
does and she is perfect 
so far. As the Beavers’ 
place-kicker, senior Alexis 
Maciejewski is eight for 
eight in PATs (points after 
touchdowns). She was 
three for three in Week 2 
when Karns lost to South-
Doyle 31-21 and five for five 
Friday night in the Beavers’ 
37-0 win over Campbell 
County.

Alexis will face her first 
road test this Friday at 
Clinton.

Maciejewski credits a lot 
of her success to soccer, 
her No. 1 sport. She has 
been the MVP on offense 
at Karns and All-District and 
All-Region the past three 
years. Going into this past 
Saturday she had 89 goals 
in her prep career.

Alexis plays three dif-
ferent positions – center 
attacking mid, forward and 
winger. She has committed 
to Maryville College.

“My freshman year, we 
didn’t have a kicker, so they 

asked me if I wanted to 
kick,” she said.  Alexis won-
dered if she could handle 
playing two sports. She will 
be graduating from Karns 
in December.

“I decided I might as well 
go out with a bang and 
make a name for myself 
and show other girls they 
can do the same thing 

that guys can do,” said 
Maciejewski.

Being a kicker can 
be “nerve-racking,” she 
added. But when she gets 
that first one to go through, 
she says she feels just fine.

“When I run out I have 
the adrenaline, and it’s 
crazy, but once I get the 
first one, I’m like ready to 

play.”
Karns Head Coach Lee 

Warren and Alexis came out 
to the football field in April. 
“I made all my field goals 
and did some kickoffs. But 
I felt like soccer definitely 
helped. Before high school, 
I had never touched a foot-
ball in my life.”

Her goal is to “make all 
my field goals. Encouraging 
other girls is tops on my pri-
ority list.”

Getting along with the 
boys has gone well. They’ve 
been calling her ‘Chicker,’ 
she said.

Alexis said she has 
noticed that the boys take 
it a lot harder when they 
lose. “They will have my 
back if I get hit illegally.”

 
Mercy rule seems to have 

longer list
Ten out of 17 football 

games involving Knox 
County teams were played 
under the TSSAA’s “Mercy 
Rule” in Week 3. The Mercy 
Rule goes into effect when a 
team takes a 30-point lead 
in the second half. There 
seems to be more Mercy 

Rule games this season 
than in the past.

 
Catholic is Knox County’s 

only 3-0 team
The Fighting Irish defeat-

ed Lipscomb Academy 
42-20 on Friday and is 
now the only 3-0 team on 
the local scene. Gibbs and 
South-Doyle each were 
handed their first loss in 
Week 3 and slipped to 2-1.

Week 4’s top attractions 
include Carter at South-
Doyle, Silverdale at Grace 
Christian and Powell at 
William Blount.

 
ETSU has five Knox 

products on its roster
Five local players from the 

Knoxville area are listed on 
the East Tennessee State 
University football roster 
this season. They are quar-
terback Weston Edmondson 
from GCA, linebacker Drew 
Francis from West, kicker/
punter Nathan Holbrook 
from HVA, kicker Ewan 
Johnson from South-Doyle 
and offensive lineman Jay 
Wade from Webb School.

Karns’ football kicker is perfect so far

PHOTO BY JEREMY WIGGS

Senior Alexis Maciejewski poses at a sports shoot for the 
Karns High football team. Soccer helped her get to football 
and be the Beavers' place-kicker.
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settle for Lanius’ 23-yard 
field goal and a 20-10 
advantage.

Another holding pen-
alty erased a 16-yard TD 
run by Rodgers, but he 
scored again from the 17 
that counted and gave the 
Panthers’ a 26-10 margin.

Late in the fourth quarter, 
a personal foul on the Red 
Devils pushed them back 
to the 20-yard line and they 
settled for a 37-yard field 
goal by Crittenden to cut 
the deficit to 26-13.

Halls tried an onside 
kickoff to no avail.

On third-and-inches at 
the Red Devils’ 4, Rodgers 
scored around the right side 
with only 2:16 remaining.

The Panthers will play 
Friday at William Blount, a 
new Region 2-5A member. 
In his post-game talk, 
Coach Lowe already knew 
about the Governors. “They 
score a lot of points,” he 
said. 

The 1989 Tennessee 
football season finished 

1 1 - 1 , 
capped by 
a 31-27 
win over 
Arkansas 
i n  t h e 
C o t t o n 
Bowl. That 
was quite a 

treat for Vol fans, given that 
the Vols had compiled a 
5-6 record the year before. 

That season, the Vols 
dropped their first six 
games, then reeled off 
a five-game win streak 
that gave hope that 1989 
might be better. No one 
knew exactly what “better” 
was before the season 
began, but no one wanted 
to go through another 5-6 
campaign.

There were sever-
al bumps along the way 
before the season ended, 
but the team’s perfor-
mance from Sept. 2 against 
Colorado State to the final 
gun of the Cotton Bowl 
defined the term “resilien-
cy.” It was the first 11-win 
season since 1970. 

The opening game was 
no thing of beauty, the Vols 
defeating Colorado State, 
17-14. 

The Vols then winged 
their way to Los Angeles, 
thence to Pasadena, for a 
night contest with UCLA in 
the Rose Bowl. The Bruins 
were a heavy favorite, with 
some oddsmakers saying 
15 points. 

The final was 24-6, 
Tennessee, and it wasn’t 
that close. UCLA head 
coach Terry Donahue 
said it was an “absolute-
ly flawless performance” 
by Tennessee. Freshman 

Chuck Webb ran for 134 
yards on 22 carries, while 
Reggie Cobb added 14 car-
ries for 78 yards.

The Vols defeated Duke 
28-6 in Steve Spurrier’s 
last season before head-
ing home to Florida. 

The Tennessee-Auburn 
game, beamed nationally 
by CBS, was a classic for 
those dressed in orange 
and white. Tennessee 
won, 21-14, in a driving 
rainstorm that seemed to 
be centered over Neyland 
Stadium. Embarrassed a 
year earlier in a 38-6 loss 
at Auburn, Vol defenders 
held Auburn to 31 yards on 
29 rushes. 

Cobb rushed for 225 
yards, including a 79-yard 
TD run. Webb added 93. 
Cobb felt vindicated.

“They made some 
remarks this week, saying 
I wasn’t going to be a 
factor in the game,” he said 
afterwards.

A 17-14 win over Georgia 
followed, with Cobb and 
Webb combining for 189 
yards, despite a Bulldog 
defense geared to stop the 
run.

During the open date 
week that followed, Majors 
announced that Cobb had 
been booted from the team 
for “a violation of team 
rules.” Russ Bebb noted 
that the action was “report-
edly for failing a drug test.” 

That was a major blow, 
coming 10 days before the 
always-pivotal Alabama 
game at Legion Field. 

This began a two-game 
streak where opposing 
coaches found alarm-
ing gaps in Tennessee’s 
pass defense. First 
of all, Alabama’s Gary 

Hollingsworth threw for 379 
yards and 3 touchdowns in 
a 47-30 Tide victory.

Majors made a pivot-
al move during the game, 
bringing Dayton’s Andy 
Kelly into the game under 
center. 

Andy threw for 228 yards 
and looked good doing it. 
Kelly was the Vol signal-
caller the rest of the way.

Tennessee defeat-
ed LSU the next week in 
a rare afternoon game 
at Baton Rouge. LSU’s 
Tommy Hodson continued 
the aerial onslaught, com-
pleting 31 of 49 passes 
for 438 yards and 4 TDs. 
LSU led early 14-0, but the 
Vols recovered and had an 
answer for every ensuing 
LSU score. 

Carl Pickens became a 
two-way player in the Akron 
game. He was Charles 
Woodson long before 
Woodson ever thought 
about the Heisman Trophy. 
Against the Zips, Pickens 
broke up 2 passes and 
returned an interception 
for a touchdown. 

The next week against 
Ole Miss, Pickens inter-
cepted a pass that led 
to the Vols’ go-ahead 
touchdown. Pickens’ per-
formance was overshad-
owed by Webb’s 294 
yards rushing. Chuck went 
over, around, and through 
Rebel defenders, moving 
his season total to 1,091 
yards. He became only 
the third Vol to crack the 
1,000-yard mark.

Tennessee had a 
tough game, as usual, at 
Commonwealth Stadium in 
Lexington. The Vols trailed 
10-9 at the half, but ral-
lied to take a 31-10 win. 

The key play of the game 
came when Darryl Hardy 
and Mark Moore stopped 
Kentucky on fourth-and-1 
at the Vol 34 in the third 
quarter. The Vols domi-
nated the game from that 
moment on.

Tennessee huffed and 
puffed its way to a 17-10 
win over Vanderbilt, minus 
Webb, who went home to 
Toledo with an ankle injury. 
Tony Thompson, always 
ready when called upon 
during his career, came 
off the bench to gain 128 
yards on 33 carries. 

The SEC race came down 
to a three-way tie after 
Auburn defeated Alabama 
30-20 that afternoon. That 
came in Alabama’s first trip 
to Jordan-Hare Stadium. 
Tennessee ended up in 
the Cotton Bowl, Alabama 

in the Sugar Bowl, and 
Auburn in the Hall of Fame 
Bowl. Tennessee was the 
only winner, while Alabama 
lost to Miami, 33-25, and 
Auburn lost to Ohio State, 
14-13.

In the Cotton Bowl, 
Webb gained 250 yards 
rushing and had a 78-yard 
run for a score that great-
ly impressed the media 
covering the game. The 

Vols led 31-13 at one 
point, but had to weath-
er a Razorback rally that 
had tightened the margin 
to 31-27.

The 1989 season rein-
vigorated the Vol fan base 
and set the program on a 
winning course, back into 
national prominence.

Right where the Vols 
belonged.

By Tom 
Mattingly

The first 11-win season since 1970

Schadenfreude on 
full display

By Mark Nagi

Saturday, August 30, 
2025, was one of the great 
days in Tennessee football 
history.

I mean, it’s not like 
January 1, 1986, when 
the Vols beat Miami 35-7 
at the Sugar Bowl. It’s 
not like January 4, 1999, 
when the Vols beat Florida 
State 23-16 to win the BCS 
National Championship. 
And it’s not like October 15, 
2022, when the Vols beat 
Alabama 52-49 to snap a 
15-game losing streak to 
the Crimson Tide.

This was a different 
“great” day because of 
some events on the out-
skir ts of Tennessee 
football.

Of course, the biggest 
reason Vols fans were 
happy was what they saw 
from their team in Atlanta. 
Tennessee beat Syracuse 
45-26 in the 2025 season 
opener. The offense was 
clicking under new QB Joey 
Aguilar, the defense was 
aggressive, and just maybe 
this is a Tennessee team 
that will be able to exceed 
expectations this year.

But that was only one 
part of it. There were 
events taking place later 
that day in Tallahassee 
and Pasadena which gave 
Tennessee fans a feeling 
of schadenfreude.

Schadenfreude is a 
German word that means 
“pleasure derived by some-
one from another person’s 
misfortune.” 

And misfortune perfectly 

sums up what’s happen-
ing to Tennessee’s biggest 
rival.

Life without Nick Saban 
has not been pleasant at 
Alabama. New head coach 
Kaleb DeBoer is now a 
woeful 5-5 in the Tide’s last 
10 games. That includes 
losses to Vanderbilt and 
Oklahoma last year. The 
latest embarrassment? A 
31-17 loss at Florida State 
in their season opener. 
Remember, the Seminoles 
went 2-10 in 2024.

It wasn’t just that 
Alabama didn't win, but 
how they lost. The Tide 
was whipped at the line 
of scrimmage. Their QB, 
Ty Simpson, played hard 
but was running for his life 
most of the day and looked 
scared to death. The Tide 
played undisciplined foot-
ball, receiving multiple pen-
alty flags.

This looked nothing 
like the Alabama we saw 
for over a decade and a 
half. Alabama ruled the 
world of college football 
during Saban’s 16 years in 
Tuscaloosa, and now those 
fans must accept the real-
ity that their team will no 
longer be the dominant 
force in the sport. No team 
was more of a victim of that 
stretch of success than 
Tennessee.   So, watch-
ing Crimson Tide fans with 
glum faces at FSU, and lis-
tening to clips of them this 
past week on social media 
complaining about the 
state of their program… 
well, that’s just a delight.

Alabama isn’t dead yet, 
but they are not the big 
bully on the block anymore.

But there were even 
more reasons to revel in 
the failures of others for 
Vols fans on this day. Well, 
not day but night.

Nico Iamaleava was 
Tennessee’s QB in 2024, 
but when his family tried 
to bleed Tennessee out of 
more cash this past spring, 
he was kicked off the 
team, landing back home 
in Southern California. 
Iamaleava signed with 
UCLA, had to take a pay cut, 
and was the new leader of 
a fledgling Bruins program.

Over the last couple of 
months, there has been a 
campaign with some pro-
gram-friendly media mem-
bers to rehabilitate Nico’s 
image (Pravda would be 
proud).  The new look UCLA 
Bruins opened the season 
against Utah … and the ball 
don’t lie.

Iamaleava completed 
only 11 passes for 136 
yards, with one TD and one 
INT. He took four sacks in 
Utah’s 43-10 shellacking of 
the Bruins. The announced 
crowd was only 35,032, and 
approximately half of those 
fans at the Rose Bowl were 
wearing Utah red.

It’s going to be a long 
season for Iamaleava, 
and his struggles will be 
met with glee from most 
Tennessee fans.

Tenne s s e e  w in s . 
Alabama loses. Nico fails.

August 30, 2025, was a 
good day.

TENNESSEE SPORTS INFORMATION. 

Vince Moore (1) leads the way as Chuck Webb (44) hits the open field in the Vols’ 31-27 
win over Arkansas in the 1990 Cotton Bowl. 

SUPPORT THE TOURNAMENT THROUGH
OUR ONLINE AUCTION HOSTED BY
POWELL AUCTION & REALTY. 

Your support helps us serve 3,000
young people annually in our city
neighborhoods!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
EMERALDYOUTH.ORG/GOLF-CLASSIC

THANK YOU, SPONSORS!

HIGH SCHOOL SCORES 
AND SCHEDULE
Week 3 Results
Alcoa 52, Gibbs 7
AC 46, Fulton 0

Bradley Cen. 49, HVA 0
CAK 28, Notre Dame 10
CCS 59, Orlando FL 14

Heritage 35, S-D 14
Karns 37, Campbell Co. 0
Carter 63, Union Co. 26

Catholic 42, Lipscomb 20
Central 29, West 21

GCA 42, Chatt. Christ. 21
Maryville 56, Bearden 0

Powell 32, Halls 13
Seymour 27, Cocke Co. 7
Silverdale 62, Webb 16

TSD 44, South Carolina 6
Upperman 42, Farragut 6

 
Week 4 Games

(Kickoff at 7 local time)

Thursday
Alcoa at West

Friday
Austin-East at Scott
Catholic at Bearden

CAK at Oneida
Carter at South-Doyle

Central at Campbell Co.
Bradley at Farragut

Fulton at G-P
Gibbs at Mo. East
Silverdale at GCA

HVA at West Ridge
Karns at Clinton

Powell at Wm. Blount
Webb at Lakeway

Saturday
TSD at Minnesota, 3 pm
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BIDDING BEGINS TO CLOSE
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19TH

REAL ESTATE | 12:00PM-Noon (ET)
PERSONAL PROPERTY | 7:00PM (ET)

FOR MORE DETAILS, TERMS & ONLINE BIDDING VISIT:
www.powellauction.com

Auction & Realty, LLC

6729 Pleasant Ridge Road
Knoxville, TN 37921

865-938-3403
K e n n y  P h i l l i p s ,  A u c t i o n e e r  -  L i c  #  2 3 8 5

 ONLINE ONLY ESTATE AUCTION
1201 LIVE OAK CIRCLE - KNOXVILLE, TN 37932

Conveniently located just off of Lovell Road
2-story home with approx. 2128 Total SF with 

4 bedrooms & 2.5 bathrooms
Large 0.48+/- acre corner lot

Rear patio & deck with pergola for outdoor entertaining and relaxation
Main level with formal living & dining rooms, eat-in kitchen and

large family room with fireplace
2-car attached garage with adjoining workshop/storage room
Easy access to I-40, Pellissippi Parkway, and Turkey Creek

shopping and dining
PERSONAL PROPERTY TO BE SOLD INCLUDING:

2010 Ford Fusion, patio tables & chairs, outdoor swing, grill, fire pit,
pottery crock, home decor items, Fostoria glasses, duck head

fireplace tool set, table lamps, console tables, Lane coffee table & end
table, maple cabinets, framed wall mirror, brown tufted leather chairs,
round accent table, wall regulator clock, Noritake china sets, flatware,

flat screen TVs, washer & dryer, cedar chest, dressers, 
bedroom furniture, misc. tools, metal shelves, and more!!!

OPEN HOUSE
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17TH FROM 11AM-1PM 

By Steve Williams

R.T. Everette, Jr., most 
commonly known as 
Tommy, was the first to 
be inducted into the inau-
gural Karns High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame late 
last month. It was fitting too 
that he was posthumous-
ly inducted as the Athletic 
Hall of Fame Contributor.

“Tommy exemplified the 
very best of what it means 
to be a leader, trailblaz-
er, and an inspiration,” 
said longtime Karns cheer 
coach Dewanna Glover. 
“His love and dedication 
to Karns High left a lasting 
mark.”

Over the course of 
Tommy’s 19 years as prin-
cipal of KHS, he oversaw 
and spearheaded the build-
ing of the football stadium, 
track, concession stand, 
and baseball field.

Everette’s wife Carolynn 
and daughter Kristi attend-
ed the induction banquet.

Karns Athletic Director 
Hunter Fendley opened 
and closed the ceremo-
ny. Heather Waliga (Karns 
graduate) of the Channel 
10 TV morning show was 
the master of ceremonies.

 
 

The Hall of 
Fame Coaches
Rick Cathey had a 

remarkable 43-year career 
as he coached track, cross 
country, football, and wres-
tling at Karns, mentoring 
countless athletes along 
the way. In 1990, alongside 
Everette, he helped raise 
funds and personally built 
the 8-lane track at KHS.

Rick received numer-
ous KIL Coach of the Year 
awards plus Region 1 
Coach of the Year, and was 
recognized in 1994 when 
Karns was named one of 
the Top 15 high school pro-
grams in America by U.S. 
Track and Field.

Among his proudest 
moments was watching 
Lesly Love win Karns’ first-
ever state championship in 
track.

Joe Dooley laid the foun-
dation for girls’ athletics at 
Karns. When girls’ sports 
began in 1974, he stepped 
up as the very first coach 
for girls’ softball, basket-
ball, and soccer. His great-
est coaching achievement 
came when he guided the 
girls’ basketball team to the 
1979-80 state tournament, 
where the Beaverettes fin-
ished as state runners-up.

 
The Hall of 
Fame Team

One of the most talent-
ed teams in Karns High 
history was the 1979-80 
girls basketball team. This 
remarkable group was led 
by seniors Pat Hatmaker, 
Kim Bittle, Kim Wells, and 
Lynn Beth Penny.  Together, 
with their leadership and 
determination, this team 
achieved an impressive 
overall record of 104-19, 
including a 33-4 mark in 
their celebrated season.  

Their run for a state cham-
pionship was unforgetta-
ble. In the opening round, 
facing Maplewood and trail-
ing by one in the final sec-
onds, Karns put the ball 
in the hands of Hatmaker. 
From beyond half court, the 
talented senior launched a 

shot that found the net – 
a buzzer-beater that lifted 
the Beaverettes into the 
semifinals.

Riding that momentum, 
they went on to defeat 
Memphis Carver 73-53, 
securing a spot in the 
state title game. In the 
finals against Nashville 
Pearl, they battled hard. 
Though Pearl pulled away 
in the middle quarters, 
Karns showed their trade-
mark resilience, mounting 
a strong comeback in the 
fourth quarter. While they 
ultimately fell short, it was 
one of the most memora-
ble teams ever to wear the 
Blue and Gold.  

The 1979-80 girls bas-
ketball team members 
and coaches – Kim Bittle, 
Pat Hatmaker, Lynn Beth 
Penny, Kim Wells, Cathy 
Hayes, Nancy Caldwell, 
Paula Dohoney, Tammy 
Bennet, Emily Butler, Krista 
Hodge, Joe Dooley and 
Marilyn McClain.

 
The Hall of 

Fame Athletes
Terri Neal Griffith, Class 

of 1982, was a multi-sport 
athlete at Karns, excelling 
in both basketball and vol-
leyball. She made history 
as the first volleyball player 
at Karns to be named to 
the All-State team and the 
first to earn a Division I 
scholarship.

At ETSU, Griffith was 
selected to the All-Southern 
Conference team. She also 
distinguished herself aca-
demically as the top gradu-
ating Education major.

Terri returned to Karns 
as a teacher and head vol-
leyball coach, leading the 
program for 15 years. She 
was named District Coach 
of the Year nine times and 
guided her teams to the 
Sub-State five times.

 
Pat Hatmaker, Class of 

1980, was a true multi-
sport athlete at Karns, com-
peting in volleyball, softball, 
and track and field. But Pat 
is best remembered as the 
most successful girls’ bas-
ketball player in school 
history. She was also rec-
ognized as a High School 
All-American. Her name 
still stands in the record 
books – scoring over 2,000 
points in just three years, 
and holding the record for 
the most points (53) in a 
single game.

After high school, Pat 
continued her basketball 
career at UT. Her teams 
reached the Final Four 
three times and she was 

honored with both the Best 
Defensive Player Award and 
the Coaches’ Award.

 
Lesly Love, Class of 

1996, was an outstand-
ing multi-sport athlete at 
Karns, excelling in both 
basketball and track. On 
the basketball court, she 
scored over 1,000 career 
points and earned All-State 
honors. But it was on the 
track where Lesly made 
history. In 1994, she cap-
tured state titles in both the 
200 and 400-meter races, 
becoming the first female 
in Karns history to win a 
state crown.

Lesly’s name still dom-
inates the Karns record 
book as she holds school 
records in the 100, 200, 
400, and 800-meter 
events.

Love continued her ath-
letic career on the UT track 
team and became a two-
time All-American.

 
Frank Bryant, Jr., Class of 

1991, was a determined 
and talented wrestler in the 
119-pound weight class 
and became the first wres-
tler at Karns to win a state 
title.

That achievement earned 
him a coveted appoint-
ment to the United States 
Air Force Academy, where 
he continued his wrestling 
career. At the Academy, he 
was named team captain 
and recognized as the Most 
Valuable Wrestler.

Tragically, Frank was 
killed in action while serving 
his country. Though gone 
too soon, his life remains a 
legacy of courage, leader-
ship, and sacrifice.

 
Wilbert Cherry, Class of 

1971, was a standout ath-
lete for Karns on the bas-
ketball court. But shortly 
after graduation, Wilbert 
was involved in a seri-
ous accident that left him 
unable to walk. Doctors 
told him he would never 
return to the game, and 
his scholarship offers were 
withdrawn.

Cherry refused to be 

defined by that setback. 
Through determination 
and resilience, he fought 
his way back onto the 
court and walked on at the 
University of Tennessee, 
where he made history as 
the first African American 
to play basketball for the 
Volunteers.

John Jackson, Class of 
2004, was an exception-
al multi-sport athlete at 
Karns, excelling in both 
football and track.

He made 102 tackles his 
senior season and earned 
honorable mention on the 
Class 5A All-State team.

Jackson was named the 
2004 KIL Most Outstanding 
Field Event Athlete in the 
discus and shot put and 
won the state title in the 
discus.

John continued his ath-
letic career in football at 
Tennessee Tech and was 
the 2007 team captain and 
earned OVC All-Conference 

honors in both 2005 and 
2007.

 
JJ McCleskey, Class of 

1988, was an outstand-
ing football player at Karns 
and an  undersized walk-
on at Tennessee. JJ quickly 
developed into a versatile, 
multi-position athlete – 
playing wide receiver, cor-
nerback, and as he likes to 
recall, even tackle on the 
kickoff return team.

By his senior year, he 
was team captain and 
had competed in four bowl 
games and won two SEC 
championships.

After college, JJ contin-
ued his football career in 
the NFL, playing for the 
New Orleans Saints from 
1993-1996 and the Arizona 
Cardinals from 1996-2000.  
Today, he is passing on his 
knowledge and passion 
for the game as the defen-
sive backs coach at Tulane 
University.

 

Doug Roth, Class of 1984, 
entered high school as 
a tall, lanky student ath-
lete, and little did Karns' 
basketball fans know the 
transformation they would 
see in his prep career. The 
four-year letterman helped 
the Beavers win over 100 
games and turned out to 
be one of the nation’s top 
big men.

Roth was a two-time 
All-Stater and added 
national honors as a 
McDonald’s All-American. 
In fact, he became the first 
McDonald’s All-American 
to play at Tennessee. He 
signed with the Vols in 
1985 and it was 32 years 
before another Knoxville 
high school player signed 
with UT.

In 1989, Doug’s journey 
continued at the profes-
sional level when he was 
selected as the 41st overall 
pick in the NBA draft by the 
Washington Bullets.

Karns High honors its Hall of Fame inductees
“He may have been a giant 
of a man, but he also was 
a teddy bear – our teddy 
bear.” – Dewanna Glover

 Karns High's 1979-80 girls basketball state runner-up team with Head Coach Joe Dooley (far right) and the Beaverettes' 
standout Pat Hatmaker (fifth from the left) get  together for a Hall of Fame banquet group picture on August 28.

2023 Nissan Armada SL 4X4, Loaded! $38,500
2024 Lincoln Navigator Blk Lbl, 4X4 $81,997
2021 Ford Mustang Mach-E Premium $28,998
2022 Toyota 4Runner TRD Off road, Prm $42,973
2023 Hyundai Santa Fe SEL, Xtra clean $23,976
2022 Subaru Outback Prm, AWD, Clean! $23,976
2023 Ford Mustang C’ble Eco boost, Prm $29,995
Also take advantage of our Quicklane Tire

and Auto Center - No Appointment Needed!
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