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Free healthcare clinic served 1,220 in Knoxville

1,220+ patients received free dental, vision and medical care
at the RAM Clinic, a value of care worth more than $1,119,500

Remote Area Medical,
the nation’s largest provid-
er of free pop-up health-
care clinics delivering free
dental, vision and medi-
cal care, held its annual
free clinic in Knoxville on

February 6-8. The clinic
at the Jacobs Building
served more than 1,220
patients. The value of care
for the clinic was more than
$1,119,500. This RAM
Clinic is made possible in

part by Sensodyne, Haleon
and Walmart.

Patients at the clinic
had access to free dental
cleanings, tooth extrac-
tions, fillings, general med-
ical exams, eye exams and

free glasses made on-site,
and more. RAM does not
require ID or insurance
from its patients; the clinic
is free to anyone in need of
the services. Because the
clinic operates on a first-
come, first-served basis,
many patients spent the
night in their cars on
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Seymour Volunteer Fire Department Chief John Linsenbigler is pictured at the groundbreaking for the new fire station

held August 8, 2025.

Seymour Chief John Linsenbigler
reflects on career, what comes next

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

When the Fire and Technical
Rescue Committee met last week,
it was chaired by Seymour Volunteer
Captain John Linsenbigler. The chair
position rotates through the fire and
rescue captains within the county at

each meeting.
Linsenbigler

reminded

colleagues of his retirement in April.
Although he has served for 30 years
in Seymour, where a search is already
underway for his replacement and a
new station is being built, Linsenbig-
ler made little mention of his retire-
ment during the session.

Knox 911 Director Brad Anders
reported that most of the new furnish-
ings and radios have been installed
at the Baxter Street headquarters.

his

Plans are underway to move the tem-
porary dispatching services back
from the Knoxville Safety Center’s
backup office in April. The upgrade
will include extra dispatch cubicles
and updating the servers.

Anders said the improvements will
allow for better response and provide
information sooner on what is being
shipped through the region as part of

Thursday night to ensure
they would be seen first
thing on Friday morning.
RAM'’s free clinics pro-
vide patients with free,
quality care thanks to the
hard work of volunteers.
The participating dentists,
hygienists, doctors, nurses
and optometrists were all

volunteers. Alongside gen-
eral support volunteers,
hundreds of volunteers
spent their weekend provid-
ing patients with the care
they deserve. The Knoxville
event had more than 1,350
volunteers throughout the
weekend.

Youth detention
center certified

by DCS

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The Knox County Juve-
nile Service Center’s
board learned Tuesday
that the facility has gained
certification from the
Department of Children’s
Services. The notification
came during the meet-
ing and the five-member
board was delighted with
the news.

The facility has gone
three years without state
certification, and DCS
will be visiting the former
Richard L. Bean Juvenile
Detention Center this
month.

Commissioner Larsen
Jay, who chairs the
board, congratulated the
staff and Judge Timothy
Irwin, who has agreed to
adminis’ger the facility as it

Street paving
and sidewalks
on city agenda

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The Knoxville City Coun-
cil may approve just over
$5 million for the 2026
Resurfacing Phase | proj-
ect when it meets Tues-
day. The contract being
recommended by the
engineering department
is with Rogers Group Inc.

The council may also
approve an addition-
al $62,685 with Whaley
Construction LLC to bring
the new contract to about
$1.06 million for the 2024

Sidewalk Replacement
Project, expected to be
completed by February
28.

The Knoxville Fire
Department is asking the
city to apply for a state
grant of $300,000 for
personal protective equip-
ment, trauma medical kits
and rescue equipment.
The Knoxville Area Transit
Authority wants approval
for a federal grant of $3.1
million, and the council
may approve $50,000 to
__Continue on page 3

Undocumented immigration policy before commission again

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The Knox County Com-
mission may again debate
county policies dealing
with undocumented immi-
grants, as Commissioners
Angela Russell and Andy
Fox have items scheduled
to be discussed during the
meetings this month.

The two are hosting
a public workshop on
Wednesday, February 25,
“to discuss the grant trans-
parency and accountabil-
ity ordinance.” They have
been working on amend-
ing the code pertaining to
defined service contracts
since autumn to speci-
fy how county funds go to
area non-profit groups. In
addition to new applica-
tion requirements, the draft
contains the following line:

“No funds of the organiza-
tion are used to benefit any
person or persons residing
in, staying in, or visiting
Knox County while in viola-
tion of United States immi-
gration laws.”

On the agenda for the
commission’s regular Feb-
ruary meetings, Commis-
sioner Fox plans to present
his Christian view of illegal
immigration and how he
feels the Bible and history
deal with that subject. His
personal view on the issue
has been debated in the
commission’s online forum
and in previous meetings.
Some commissioners feel

a commission meeting !

should not be used to dis-
cuss national politics, and
the body has no authority
to dictate how the sheriff’s
department should pro-
ceed on the issue of illegal

immigration.

“I will absolutely not be
intimidated from speaking
due to opposition, nor will |
be persuaded to not speak
on issues that | believe
need to be addressed.
Actually the worst thing to
do would be to stop speak-
ing on topics that may elicit
strong reaction, because
these mobs need to be
disabused of the idea that
they can show up and make
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a disturbance that will lead
to chilling effect on speech
they don't like,” Fox stated
on the online forum.
“Furthermore, they will
be conditioned to think
they are the only ones who
get to voice an opinion on
topics that may be contro-
versial. | will not allow that
to happen. The people |
represent get to have a
voice as well. | will state
again that | was elected as

waad]f

a Christian conservative. |
did not hide who | was until
elected. | am being faithful
to the people who elected
me when | profess my opin-
ions.”

Fox was responding
to comments during last
month’s meeting from Com-
missioner Damon Rawls,
who said Fox was stirring
up meetings with his com-
ments.

Commissioner Shane

Jackson responded to Fox’s
forum statement, posting,
“l think it is important to
distinguish between gov-
ernment suppression of
speech and political dis-
agreement. When one
commissioner questions
the relevance of a topic or
whether it falls within the
proper jurisdiction of this
body, is that repression by
government—or is it simply

—Continue on page 3

2021 Ford Bronco 1stEdition, Hard to find! $48,995
2023 Hyundai Santa Fe SEL Local trade 522,550
2020 Lincoln Corsair Rsv awb, Loaded! $31,940
24 Ford Ranger Raptor 1 owner, cleant $51,995
2022Ford Transit Connect XL Curgovunszﬂ,sso
23Ford Transit 350 XLT

Passenger van $37 ,995

Prices include $399 dock fee. Plus tax,
tag and title. WAC. Dealer retains all re-
bates. Restrictions may apply. See Dealer

for details. Prices good through next week.
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a weekly eolumn by

Dr. Jim Ferguson

Nosta

By the time you read this,
I will be back from a short
Caribbean escape from the
cold and snow of winter.
And given the complexity of
composing an essay on my
iPhone and sending it elec-
tronically from sketchy loca-
tions, | decided to republish
my daughter’s prose, which
appeared in The Focus on
January 25, 2016.

Most writers yearn for
their words to be read. And
yet, many of us are hyper-
critical of our prose, espe-
cially when we reread past
efforts.

And most parents are
proud of their children,
especially when they suc-
ceed. So this week | am
doubly proud to republish
my daughter’s essay, which
she wrote as a senior in high
school. Emily’s essay origi-
nally appeared in the Knox-
ville News Sentinel and is
republished without any

Igia Reprise

polishing.

| don’t have any high
school essays. Actually, |
only began “writing” late in
life and never realized | had
writing in my blood - at least
until | reread Emily’s essay.

There’s a famous poem
by William Wordsworth enti-
tled “My Heart Leaps Up.”
In the poem, Wordsworth
pens, “The Child is Father
of the Man.” Emily’s beauti-
ful “Nostalgia” causes me
to consider the roots of my
writing and conclude that
Wordsworth may have been
right.

Nostalgia
by Emily Kate Ferguson
(Fall 1996)

| almost didn’t go. But
now I'm glad | did. It was an
“open house” on that day,
but open to anyone, every-
one, not just to us anymore.
My grandmother’s house.

The Knoxville Focus

My mother’s childhood. My
innocence. From “Grand-
daddy’s chair” to the rusted
tin can that was always full
of Hershey’s kisses and
caramel candies, the place
was unforgettable. An ever-
lasting impression on my
life, and | found myself on
that day saying goodbye.
There are few things in
this world today that one
can count on. But even as
a young child, | knew that
every Sunday after church,
I would have to fight my
six cousins for the “roll-
ing chair” (a plastic-cov-
ered secretary’s chair) to
sit in for lunch at my grand-
mother’s kitchen table.
The grown-ups would con-
vene at the bigger table,
just a window away, in the
dining room. Sometimes we
could hear five or six differ-
ent conversations going
on between our parents,
aunts, uncles, great-aunts
and -uncles, an occasional
friend of someone, and our
only Grandmother Jo.
After lunch my cousins
and | would retreat to the
second floor to play school
or house in our mothers’ old
bedrooms. | always insisted
on being the teacher or the
mother. On a nice day, we
would play hide-and-seek
in the peaceful trees below
Kingston Pike. And often we
would swing on the yellow

and white teeter-totter or
try to fish in the small pond
facing Fort Loudoun Lake.

Anne was an only child
and the oldest among the
granddaughters. Next in
age were Lauren and Kris-
tin and me. Shortly after my
arrival came Sarah, the only
non-blonde in the bunch.
Then my sister, Jenny, and
the youngest of the seven,
Joanna. | always loved Kris-
tin best; even in her stage
of turquoise eyeshadow
and matching mascara, she
was my hero.

Years went by, and the
teeter-totter was taken
down. And the rooms that
had once magically trans-
formed into classrooms
and kitchens became quad-
rants of space we rarely
saw anymore. Despite my
growing, | remained depen-
dent on the weekly reunion
of family and friends to
lift my spirit and warm my
heart.

But this day was differ-
ent. | was not there to have
lunch or play school or
watch MTV in my late grand-
father’s brown recliner; |
was there to say goodbye.
| watched a new couple
come into my family’s
home and gaze eagerly at
the building, making plans
of their own for each room,
each hallway, each corner.

Despite my sadness and

feeling of intrusion, | was
glad for my grandmother.
This giant step she had
taken led her to an envi-
ronment surrounded with
friends and without the
burdens of a sixty-year-old
three-story home. | should
be glad, should | not? There
would still be New Year’s
Eve parties - making buck-
eyes and green punch with
my cousins and Grand-
momma Jo. There would
still be the round, wooden
table with the black rolling
chair for my cousins and
me at Sunday lunch. And
conversations encircling
the “grown-ups’ table” just
a window away from us . . .
but alas, it would be some-
where else.

It was the house of my
mother’s childhood, the
rooms of her and her three
sisters’ teenage years, and
the backyard of her wed-
ding. It was also the house
of many New Year’s Eve par-
ties for my young cousins
and me, the rooms of my
and my cousins’ imagina-
tions and the backyard of
our first Easter egg hunts.
And as time progressed, as
it cruelly did and still does,
the monument of my child-
hood became merchan-
dised.

Some say it is solely
people who make memo-
ries. Only living creatures
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can act, love, remember.
But | say something was
and is alive in that house
today . . . something that
was present everyday we
were there and even when
we were not. Perhaps it was
the love and conversation
we all shared around the
dining room and kitchen
tables. Or maybe it was the
spirit of relatives who had
passed on, leaving more
than their translucent love
- like the fuzzy, brown La-
Z-Boy - to symbolize their
everlasting presence. Or
possibly it was the inno-
cence of two generations of
children preserved safely in
the essence of that house.

| took one last look at
the now-bare and lonely
place . . . Nostalgia over-
whelmed me. As | stared at
the corner by the window |
remembered sitting with my
grandmother at her piano.
She would play songs while
| would pretend to play
along on the upper keys . .
. “How Much is That Doggy
in the Window?” . . . The
unforgettable smelly, brown
carpet where my cousins
and | would wrestle and do
somersaults still lingered in
the air . .. | swear | could
almost hear her calling us
for Sunday lunch . ..

You may email Dr. Ferguson at
fergusonj@knoxfocus.com

I Was At UT ... My Phone Said I Was In Eagleville, PA

From a distance

By John J. Duncan Jr.

A few months ago, my
wife, Vickie, and | were walk-
ing across the UT campus
headed toward the Clarence
Brown Theater to attend
a play. | had checked my
phone several times, both
on the days before the play
and the day of the play, to
make sure our tickets were

still there.

As we neared the theater,
I made sure the tickets were
on the screen, and every-
thing was fine until we got
about 50 yards from the
door, and a box appeared,
blocking the tickets, saying,
“You are now in Eagleville,
PA.”

As far as | know, | have
never been to Eagleville, PA.
In fact, until that moment, |
don't believe | had ever even
heard of the town. | looked
it up and found that it has
a population of 4,800 and
is a suburb of Philadelphia.

| have been in Philadel-
phia a few times, the last
being when we changed

Celebrating 70
years of Serviee
Dependability, Smooth
Rides and Our Price
Mateh Guarantee!

planes there on our way
to the 2024 Republican
Convention in Milwaukee.
Maybe we flew over Eag-
leville that day.

| thought | was going to
have to throw myself onto
the mercy of the staff at
the theater and hope they
would believe that | really
had bought tickets, but just
as | opened the door, the
box saying | was in Eagleville
went away as magically as it
had first appeared.

| really miss the days
when you were given paper
tickets for everything. |
admit | was spoiled by my
staff when | was in office,
because they handled all
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the computer stuff. | didn’t
have to be addicted to my
so-called “smart” phone.

| think my phone knows |
don’t really like it, so | have
had other things temporarily
or permanently disappear,
such as the parking pass for
a UT basketball game, tick-
ets for a UT baseball game,
a Celtic Women show in
Louisville, and a Celtic Thun-
der show in Pensacola.

Most of the time, it does
work, and so far, | have not
lost a plane ticket yet. | have
enjoyed buying many books
over the internet, and the
GPS has really helped when
we have been in other cities.

I do wish that someone
had told me early on to
come up with one simple,
unforgettable password.
Friends and family trying
to help me over the years
have punched in several
different passwords, and
this has occasionally been
a problem.

| recently saw a cartoon
which said, “Shoutout to
everyone who can still
remember their childhood
phone number but can’t
remember the password
they created yesterday. You
are my people.” My child-
hood phone number was
5-1267, and then became
525-1267 when Knoxville
first had to lengthen its
phone numbers.

| admit that | am very low-
tech. My homes and offices
have always been filled with
books, and | spend most of
my life reading a wide vari-
ety of topics. | don’t know
what public relations genius
came up with the words
“computer literate,” but

I have noticed that some,
maybe many, people who
are computer savvy are
dumb as dirt about every-
thing else.

| do think it is good that
some countries and school
systems have started to ban
cell phones from the class-
room. In a newsletter to my
constituents in July 2015,
| wrote the following under
the title “Screen Addiction.”

“Many people, young and
old, have become addict-
ed to their laptops, iPads,
cell phones, and other
technology. | have spoken
to a great many groups of
young people and have fre-
quently told them to see if
they can occasionally pull
themselves away from the
very addictive screens and
help out a live human being.
Their lives will mean more to
them if they do.

“On June 27, the News
Sentinel carried a Chicago
Tribune story which said
‘technology - computer
games, online shopping,
social media — has led fam-
ilies to stay more isolated
and less community-orient-
ed than ever before.” Also,
several studies have found
that many young people
have trouble interacting
with others person-to-per-
son because they have
spent so much of their lives
online.

“I have noticed that the
same grandparents who will
brag about how computer-
savvy their own grandchil-
dren are will fuss about
teenage employees not
being able to make change.
| believe it would be good
for all schools to have one

‘technology-free’ day per
week so students could
learn traditional subjects,
be creative, and think for
themselves instead of
having machines do it for
them.”

“Also, even doing this just
one day a week would save
a tremendous amount of
energy. Aimost every study
has found that the children
who watch the least amount
of television do the best in
school.”

| think these words writ-
ten in 2015 are just as
applicable today, although |
would now add video games
to this last sentence about
television.

Unfortunately, being so
low-tech and trying hard
to spend less time on my
phone has caused me
to miss the nicest invita-
tion | have received since
| retired. A nice young
woman, whose name |
either did not see because
of all the ads or did not rec-
ognize if | did see it, sent a
very Kind invitation to my
wife and me for the White
House Christmas Party. The
invitation email did not say
“White House,” but came
from a staff member | did
not know.

One day in January, when
my son, Zane, was helping
us with some plane tick-
ets, he said, "Dad, did you
know you were invited to
the White House Christ-
mas Party?” | felt terrible
because Vickie had never
been to the White House,
even for one of the public
tours. She could not have
been sweeter in forgiving
my big flub up.
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By Steve Hunley,
Publisher

publisher@knoxfocus.com

Senator Jon Ossoff of
Georgia, a Democrat run-
ning for reelection, is typi-
cal of the Democrat party
now. Ossoff required folks
to possess a photo ID to
get into a campaign event
recently, but the senator
voted against requiring an
ID to vote in American elec-
tions. The hypocrisy is typi-
cal of Democrats currently:
“Not for me, but for thee.”
Chuck Schumer looks
senile as he talks about
the idea of requiring an ID
to vote as “Jim Crow 2.0.”
Georgia did pass legislation
of its own requiring photo
IDs, and the corporate

media lost its collective
mind at the time. It was at
least the end of the world.
Corporations like Coca-
Cola denounced the very
idea. Joe Biden read the
teleprompter to denounce
Georgia’s voter ID law and
called it “Jim Crow in the
21st Century.” Salena
Zito has a great article out
about how Governor Brian
Kemp of Georgia disproved
the entire premise of the
Democrats squalling and
squealing about racism
and “Jim Crow” and denying
people access to the ballot.
Governor Kemp said, “The
bill that we passed made
it easy to vote and hard to
cheat.”

Last week, 213 Demo-
crats in the US House of
Representatives voted
against voter ID and proof
of citizenship.

The Democrats cry, “The
only thing more powerful
than hate is love,” while
dehumanizing their oppo-
nents as Nazis and fas-
cists. They cry, “Nobody
is above the law,” when it
suits them as they try to
argue “sanctuary cities”
should be exempt from

Street paving
and sidewalks
on city agenda

go to Goodwill Industries
for the lease of property
for the city’s four recycling
drop-off centers.

The city may be
approved to contract
with CDM Smith Inc. for
$419,400 in engineer-
ing consulting services
for the East Greenwood
Drive Bridge Replacement
Project. Eleven communi-
ty-based groups may split
$140,000 in Community
Safety and Empowerment
Grants to support their
efforts.

Microgrants of $23,950
may also be approved for
eight non-profit commu-
nity organizations in a
request from the Office
of Community Safety and
Empowerment.

Mayor Indya Kincan-
non is asking for the reap-
pointment of Ellen Lee
and George Anna Yarbro
to the Knox County Equal-
ization Board.

Two zoning change
requests are before the
council. Taylor D. Forrest-
er is asking that proper-
ties at 400 and 410 Geor-
gia Street and 222 Patton
Street and O and 222
Patton Street be changed
from industrial mixed-use
to general commercial.
Quality Machine and Weld-
ing Co. Inc. is requesting a
zoning change for proper-
tiesat 1609, 1615, 1619,
1621 and 1625 Ninth
Avenue from general res-
idential neighborhood to
general industrial.

Immigrant policy
before commission

Cont. from page 1

part of legislative dis-
course? If disagreement
among commissioners is
treated as suppression, it
becomes difficult to see
how meaningful debate
can occur at all.”

“l agree with you
that we are both strong

supporters of the First
Amendment and the
importance of free
speech in the public
square. Where | believe
we differ is in how that
principle applies within
the context of delibera-
tion among elected offi-
cials,” Jackson wrote.
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Democrat Hypocrisy On IDs Is Crazy

federal law, or when some-
one enters our country
illegally. The Democrats
favored an open border
even during what they said
was a worldwide pandemic;
yep, they wanted to close
churches, small business-
es like restaurants and
coffee shops, while leav-
ing our country’s borders
wide open. While trying
to enforce their masking
edicts, they didn't even give
a hoot about testing the
people pouring across the
border for their own health
conditions. Not only do the
Democrats want our bor-
ders open, but they want
illegals to be counted along
with citizens in the census,
as that affects how many
congressional districts and
votes it has in the Electoral
College. Thereis also every
reason to believe the Dem-
ocrats want to allow non-
citizens to be able to vote.
It is estimated that Califor-
nia has inflated its elector-
al votes by counting illegal
aliens, accounting for as
many as seven congres-
sional districts.

Most of the banners of
Democratic-Socialism at

their core are a misuse
of language and defy
logic and reason. Take
“gender affirming care,”
for instance. Allowing the
mutilation, for a lifetime,
for a child, is not affirming
at all; it is altering in every
respect, but “gender alter-
ing care” doesn’t sound as
good or as positive.

The truth is, there is
almost no Democratic Party
remaining in this country as
it has been practically swal-
lowed whole by socialists.
Truth in advertising would
better label it the Demo-
cratic-Socialist Party and
many of them are open
about that fact. While the
Left would like us to believe
there is a groundswell of
idiocy that has caused the
riots in Minneapolis, the
truth is much more sinis-
ter. Neville Roy Singham is
a US citizen who sold his
IT company for hundreds
of millions of dollars and
moved to Shanghai, China.
Singham has been named
by members of the US
House of Representatives’
Ways and Means Commit-
tee as a source of dark for-
eign money coming into our

country. That same dark
foreign money is spent to
foment rioting and under-
mine our country.

Treasurers in 16 states
are complaining that having
to comply with federal labor
laws is causing them fiscal
heartburn. The state trea-
surers in New York, lllinois,
Minnesota, Massachu-
setts and nine other states
want to be made exempt
from those federal laws
that guard and protect a
citizen’s civil rights, labor,
housing and anti-fraud
laws. Crazy but true.

Like it or not, Senator
John Fetterman of Penn-
sylvania is an actual Dem-
ocrat rather than a Demo-
cratic-Socialist. Fetterman
has rightly pointed out is
not at all “unreasonable”
for states to ask for an ID
to vote. “Itis not a radical
idea for regular Americans
to show your ID to vote,”
Fetterman said.

The pharmacy asks
people, including those get-
ting “free” health care from
the government, for ID. In
fact, you are required to
show ID to sign up for Medi-
care or Medicaid. You are
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required to show ID to buy
annual tickets to amuse-
ment parks. To write a
check to a business, large
or small, you are asked for
your ID. To buy a gun, you
need to show ID. You are
asked for your ID to donate
blood. You are required to
have an ID to drive a car
or board an airplane. You
must have an ID to vote in
a union election. You need
an ID to buy a house or to
apply to rent an apartment.
You need an ID to purchase
tobacco products and alco-
holic beverages. Yet 213
Democratic Socialists in
the US House of Repre-
sentatives voted against
requiring an ID to be able
to vote in this country.

Clearly, it is neither
unreasonable or racist to
ask for ID. Nobody really
thinks it is; for the Demo-
cratic Socialists, they use
it as an excuse to open
the borders and use ille-
gal aliens as a voter bloc
to increase their vote, pure
and simple.

Youth detention center certified

undergoes major changes.
Irwin’s appointment, now
before the Knox County
Commission, goes hand
in hand with the future
appointment of a seven-
member advisory board
to begin in July, following
Irwin’s taking control in
April.

The County Technical
Assistance Service (CTAS)
report shows that 81 of the
94 problems at the center
have been resolved, with
some work still in progress,
including repairs to the
visitation rooms and the
security perimeter.

Jay said that the state
has set aside $20 million
for juvenile centers in West
and East Tennessee.

The board then
discussed a resolution
put forward by Jay on
the formation of the
new advisory board.
The resolution allows
Judge Irwin to select
four members that could
include professionals from
the physical health, mental
health, social service and
legal fields. The board
would also have one Knox
County Commissioner and
two members appointed
by the Knox County Mayor.
Each member would serve

Come worship with us
New Beverly
Baptist Church

3320 New Beverly Church Rd.
Knoxville, TN 37918
Rev. Eddie Sawyer, Pastor

www.newbeverly.org
856-546-0001

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship
11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer
7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Youth
7:00 p.m.

Bus Ministry -

For transportation call 546-0001.

staggered
terms.

Jay’s resolution calls
for the commission
chairperson to name that
commissioner. The current
temporary board has
five commissioners: Jay,
Terry Hill, Shane Jackson,
Rhonda Lee and Damon
Rawls.

Lee questioned Jay’s
resolution, suggesting
that the commissioner
to serve on the advisory
board should be named
by the full commission,
not the chair. Her motion
failed due to the lack of a
second.

Jay said whoever the
chair selected would
report to the commission
on a regular basis.

Judge Irwin said he
has received a couple
of inquiries from people
wishing to serve on the
new advisory board.
The last meeting of the

three-year

temporary board will be on
March 17, and Jay is asking
members to come back
with recommendations on
bylaws for the new board.

“I'm excited,” Irwin told
the meeting, noting how his
staff “has really pitched in”
and he charged the board
members to consider how
much it costs to house a
child for a day.

He said some children
are only there for a few
hours and some stay as
long as four months. He
said he is getting inquiries

from DCS and other
counties about housing
children at the facility.
He was wondering about
what the county should
charge and said DCS pays
$187.50 per day, and other
counties pay about $120.

Irwin also noted the need
for additional funding and
a transportation officer.
The facility is increasing
its staff, and training is
underway for new recruits.
He reported that less
overtime is now being paid
as the staff increases.

RONNIE

ROCHELLE

KNOX COUNTY
CDMMISSIUNERH-"'"

RonnieRochelle.com

Ad space donated by The Knoxville Focus.

Young-Williams
Animal Center

MISS TIBBLES — 5 months old, 3 Ibs.

Miss Tibbles is a sweet and soft little bunny. She
likes to snooze on her little bed and munch on
snacks. She doesn’t mind being held and will
listen to her surrounding closely with her big
ears. Do you need a sweet bunny? Ask about
visiting with Miss Tibbles!

LOOPY — 7 years old, 68 Ibs. Loopy is a sweet, easy-going
boy with a goofy charm and a heart full of love. He’s
gentle, snuggly, and always eager for pets. Loopy
enjoys playing, gets along great with other dogs, and
is a wonderful companion on car rides. His favorite
days include long walks and cozy cuddle time—he’s
the kind of pup who makes every moment brighter.
Come by and see Loopy today!

Young-Williams Animal Center 865.433.9922

3201 Division Street, Knoxville, TN 37919
www.young-williams.org

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. daily
Closed 1-2 p.m. for animal quiet time

[Foéirs

686-9970

ruthie@knoxfocus.com
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Seymour Chlef John Llnsenblgler reflects on career, what comes next

Cont. frompage 1

the $1 million renovation.

The area fire and rescue
chiefs also heard a brief
update on a state legisla-
tive effort to have fire ser-
vice declared an “essential
service.”

Following the meeting,
The Knoxville Focus chat-
ted with Chief Linsenbigler
and asked a series of ques-
tions about what is next for
him.

How did you become inter-
ested in firefighting?

In 1980, | began work-
ing for Johnson Bible Col-
lege, which had a small fire
brigade. Several of us com-
menced training with Rural
Metro. After a few months,
| developed a strong desire
to learn more and enhance
my skKills to better serve
the South Knox communi-
ty, particularly at that time,
at Johnson Bible College.
During the latter part of my
30-year career at the col-
lege, the last 12 years were
spent as the fire chief of the
fire brigade.

What is the most memora-
ble fire you have experienced?

Over my 30+ years of
service, | have encoun-
tered several memora-
ble incidents, both posi-
tive and negative. | strive
to compartmentalize my
experiences and place the
most traumatic ones in a
separate space to prevent
further recall. Some calls
leave a lasting impact on
an individual. In my case, it
was during the mid-1980s
when | was on the scene of
a house fire.

Tragically, we had to
search for the remains
of some children. | vividly
recall having a child of the
same age at home, which
deeply affected me.

Seymour Fire Chief John Linsenbigler and his w1fe, Carol,
pose beside one of the community’s fire trucks.

The Seymour Volunteer Fire Department is raising funds
for its Capital Campaign to build a new fire station.
Readers are encouraged to honor Linsenbigler’s service
and donate online at www.seymourvfd.com/donate

Consequently, | took
a leave from my duties
for several months until |
was mentally prepared to
resume serving the com-
munity.

| dedicated four years
to working full-time as an
EMT on the ambulance in
Knox County. Throughout
this period, | experienced
both positive and nega-
tive moments. The posi-
tive experiences include
responding to vehicle acci-
dents and other emergen-
cies, where | have formed
connections with families
who may be facing diffi-
cult times. It is gratifying
to know that | can provide
support and comfort during
their challenging journey.

Have you ever been injured
in a fire?

| have had several close
encounters in fire situa-
tions, either requiring an
emergency evacuation

from a flashover situation.

However, | believe that
most firefighters all suffer
from back injuries, as we
are willing to sacrifice our

bodies to assist those in
need.

I’d love to hear about your
family!

I married my college
sweetheart back in 1981,
where we first met at John-
son Bible College. We're so
grateful to have two won-
derful children.

My son is currently serv-
ing in the ministry at Sey-
mour Heights Christian
Church, where he also
acts as our department
chaplain. He’s very active
with the East Tennessee
Mental Health Coalition
and the state Chaplain
Association. He’s married,
and we have two amazing
teenage granddaughters.

Our daughter was always
quite independent. She
graduated with her mas-
ter's from UT and is now an
international school teach-
er, working in Europe and
Asia. She spent a year in
the jungles of Papua, New
Guinea, where she had
many adventures. She’s
definitely our globe-trotting

Economic Sustainability
Education
Responsible Development
Mental Health
Affordable Housing

traveler, currently teaching
high school and coaching
basketball in Singapore.

What are your hobbies?

My wife and | enjoy
traveling and camping. |
am hoping to have more
time to do that specifically
during the summer when
she is off from teaching in
Sevier County.

| also enjoy cooking,
whether it is on the char-
coal grill, gas grill, or over
my open fire with my cast-
iron Dutch ovens.

What are your plans after
retirement?

I'll still be a volunteer
with Seymour and helping
where | can to raise money
for both our operation and
our Capital Campaign for
building our new fire sta-
tion. My wife and | love
our community, specifical-
ly in South Knoxville and
the Seymour area. We're
involved with our church
here.

| will start a new career
and try my hand at substi-
tute teaching.

ONLINE ONLY ESTATE AUCTION

2133 SANDRA DRIVE - KNOXVILLE, TN 37918
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BIDDING BEGINS TO CLOSE
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26TH

REAL ESTATE | 12:00PM-Noon (ET)
PERSONAL PROPERTY | 7:00PM (ET)

OPEN HOUSE
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24TH FROM 2-4PM

Charming single-level ranch style home on expansive lot in Fountain City
Approx. 1634 SF with 3 bedrooms & 2 bathrooms
Convenient Fountain City location - minutes from all Knoxville has to offer
Hardwood floors beneath carpet throughout most of the home
Living room with large picture window providing abundant natural light
Dining room plus an eat-in kitchen with sliding doors to the rear patio
Large Laundry room - 2-car attached garage

Large master suite with spacious walk-in closet, en-suite bathroom
with walk-in showerand access to rear patio

PERSONAL PROPERTY TO BE SOLD INCLUDING:
Framed prints, La-Z-Boy recliner, electric recliner love seat, sofas &
recliners, (4) flat screen TVs, TV stand, kitchenware, kitchen table & chairs,
bar stools, Tupperware, Fenton glass, McCoy cookie jar, Hull pitcher, china,
Corningware, Fire-King, Whirlpool washer & dryer, Star Wars items
Gresham & Central annuals, depression glass, home decor, Lenox
Christmas figurines, maple drop front desk, dressers & mirrors, 6-drawer
high boy chest, chest of drawers, California king sleigh bed, twin bed &
nightstand, full size spindle bed, cedar blanket chests, hurricane lamps,
propane grill, step ladders, 48" glass top patio table & chairs, yard tools,
metal work table, tool boxes & tools, assorted games & toys, 4-ton bottle
jack, battery charger, wrenches, jackstands, coolers, shop vac,
extension cords, hand & power tools, and more!!!

FOR MORE DETAILS, TERMS & ONLINE BIDDING VISIT:
WWW. powellauctlon com

2 POWELL

<3 AUCTION & REALTY, LLC

KENNY PHILLIPS,

AUCTIONEER

6729 PLEASANT RIDGE ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN 37921
865-938-3403

- Lic # 2385
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What draws you to
Seymour?

It's great to live at the
foothills of the most visited
national park in the United
States. | always tell people
the South Knoxville/Sey-
mour corridor is the best
place to live because
you're 30 minutes from
anything you’'d like to do,
whether it’s going to the
mountains for picnicking
or in to going to West Knox-
ville shopping at Turkey
Creek. | do love the views
from Seymour looking at
the great Smoky Moun-
tains and seeing Mount
Leconte in the distance.

How would you like to be
remembered?

First and foremost, as
a godly man, | am a Chris-
tian and very faithful to the
word of God. (And hopeful-
ly as someone who had) a
servant’s heart. Just ask
my family, | don’t like to
be served. | would rather
serve them and others.

-
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HARDIN VALLEY

Mornin

Assisted Living & Memory Care

Assisted Living: (865) 343-0081
Memory Care: (865) 343-0409

care

/A better way

! each day

o . We handle the
_ details so your
*  loved one can

feel at HOME.
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to live

Personalized Clinical Care,
Farm-to-Table Meals,
and Engaging Activities
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Students sample
potential foods for
future KCS menus

By Ken Lay

Students from HKnox
County schools took a
break from the classroom
Thursday as they made a
field trip to the 25th Knox
County Food Show.

Busloads of students
and teachers filed into the
Knoxville Expo Center to
have their voices heard
about the potential future
food that will be served
in KCS cafeterias around
town during the 2026-27
school year.

Over 600 vendors

Ethics
committee
questions

definition of
nepotism

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

When the Knox County
Ethics Committee met
Wednesday morning, it
heard an update from its
subcommittee’s chair-
man, Michael Bittel, on
the six meetings that have
been held. Bittel said the
subcommittee’s review of
the Knox County Code of
Ethics is almost 90 percent
complete.

Bittel said that after
that report is completed,
the subcommittee moves
on to looking at the proce-
dures followed for ethics
complaints.

Ethics Chairwoman
Deborah Stafford asked
what would be considered
nepotism perthe new report
and gave an example of an
elected official involved in
a sexual relationship with
someone suspected of an
ethics violation.

Bittel said the subcom-
mittee had a lengthy discus-
sion on the term “nepotism”
and what or who should be

—_Continue on page 4

packed the exhibit hall and
treated students to a vari-
ety of fare, from barbecue
and biscuits to juices and
sweet treats.

Students could vote
for their favorite foods by
placing stickers on sheets
of paper in the vendors’
booths.

Knox County Schools
Director of School Nutrition
Brett Foster noted that the
food show plays an impor-
tant role for the district
and has for more than two
decades, as vendors from
throughout the country are

on hand with samples.

“This is our 25th show,”
she said. “We took a little
break after COVID, and
we’ve been back for a few
years.

“We will have students
here from 9-1 today, and
we will give the vendors
a small break between
groups so they can reset
their booths.”

Foster also noted that
the students who packed
the convention center
exhibit hall on Thursday
represented all five regions

__Continue on page 2
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PHOTO BY KEN LAY.

Tate Harris of Bridgford Foods serves up samples at the
Knox County Schools Food Show Thursday at the Knox-
ville Expo Center. Harris was one of 60 vendors looking
for feedback from students for future KCS menus.

The historic Giffin School’s ground .b;';;icing was celebrated Monday, February 9. Just over $1 million has been in-

vested from the Affordable Rental Development fund and $300,000 from the Historic Preservation Program. The
school is located at 1834 Beech Street in South Knoxville.

Historic Giffin Square project breaks ground

Elected officials, South Knoxville
neighbors and historic preserva-
tion advocates gathered Monday,
Feb. 9, 2026, to break ground on
Historic Giffin Square, a project
that will simultaneously preserve
South Knoxville’s 98-year-old Giffin
Elementary School and create 77
affordable residential units.

In 2025, the Knoxville City
Council approved the City’s invest-
ments of $1,059,400 from the
Affordable Rental Development
Fund and $300,000 from the
Historic Preservation Program.
Along with project-based vouchers

Wg@m gﬁ; ,i..i.lj_* i_
BASEMENT OR

CRAWLSPACE LEAKING??

Don’t overpay the nationwide
companies by the thou$ands when
MOLD TOX, LLC can install a dry-up

system for a fraction of the cost!
BBB Accredited Business with A + Rating

TN Charter #4410
(865) 524-1227 (865) 453-1880

www.moldtox.com

from Knoxville’s Community
Development Corporation, the
City’s contributions help make
the project feasible and long-term
affordable for families earning less
than the area median income.

Giffin School, constructed in
1928 with design by Barber &
McMurry Architects, is listed in the
National Register of Historic Places.
It was open as a school until 1995,
and served as the center of opera-
tions for Remote Area Medical until
2014.

The project will renovate the exist-
ing school building into communal

spaces - a gym, kitchen, laundry,
offices, mailroom, computer room,
and two large gathering rooms -
and add two new buildings inspired
by the late-1950s modernist addi-
tions designed by Bruce McCarty.
The site will also include a com-
munity playground and additional
trees. Project completion is antici-
pated to be Summer 2027.

For information about the City’s
Affordable Rental Development and
Historic Preservation funds, visit
KnoxvilleTN.gov.

By Harry Brooks
hrbrooks68@gmail.com

Winter and
Stamp
Collecting

The first three months of
2026 will be like most win-
ters: overcast, rainy, cold,
icy and even snowy. So,
what should you do during
this time? It's a good time
of year to spend some time
working on your collections,
whether it is collecting
stamps or other collectible
items.

Every collector has hours
of detailed work waiting
for them in identifying and
organizing items in boxes
or envelopes. Rather than
watching old reruns on TV
or falling prey to your social
media accounts, work on
your stamps or other col-
lectible items. Don’t worry
about the weather, which
you can’t do anything about.
Instead, worry whether your
old stamp is a U.S. number
10 or a number 11. How
about all those Washington
2-cent stamps, which have
endless variations? This
winter weather is ideal for
beginning a collection. Of
course, | recommend stamp
collecting. A U.S. collector of
used stamps has the possi-
bility to collect thousands
of different items without
very much investment.
Knoxville Philatelic Society
(KPS) and | can provide low-
cost stamps to any new col-
lector or someone wanting
to revitalize their collection.
Opportunities to begin col-
lecting are ideal in today’s
environment, as prices are
very low.

The mid-Southeast
stamp shows began in late
January. During this calen-
dar year, | plan to attend
about a dozen shows. The
KPS will host only one major
two-day show, March 7 and
8, at the Rothchild Event

—Continue on page 2

ﬁ_“ ONE CHANGE CAN REDUCE YOUR |
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reduce your heating costs today.

Expect more from your independent
Trane dealer.

LB

MECHANICAL

A new high efficiency
heating & cooling system
can be more affordable
than you think with

NO MONEY DOWN
& PAYMENTS
AVAILABLE.

e Subject to credit approval. See dealer for details.
re you interested in reducing your energy consumption by as much as
40%? Well, the most effective way to make that happen might come as
some surprise to you. It has nothing to do with your car, or your light bulbs, or
any household appliance that you might be thinking of ... getting a more energy
efficient heating & cooling system is one of the best ways you can get significant
energy savings. Trane introduces the XV20i heating and cooling system with a
12-year compressor warranty. It is, simply put, one of the most energy efficient,
environmentally friendly heating and cooling systems available.
Contact LB Chase Mechanical to learn more about how you can dramatically

- e NE

It's Hard To Stop A Trane!

865) 428-4824

www.lbchase.com
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Park where it’s legal

I'm a big fan
of YouTube.
Changing things
that | enjoy
watching is
easy, and most
videos are short,
a fact that suits
my shortened

My wife bought
me a t-shirt for
Christmas at
their lot, and
she said the
place wasn’t that
big. Still, those
wreckers are on
the road at all

attention span.
One of the best
“channels” is
“Everything Auto.” The
company featured is in
Gatlinburg; it tows vehicles
in the area and accom-
plishes difficult tasks as if
they were child’s play.
Jeff and his wife are
the owners of the busi-
ness. Their son now
works with them as well.

By Joe Rector
joerector@comcast.net

hours of the day
and night.

Most of us in
this area have traveled to
Gatlinburg, and we know
that the traffic from Pigeon
Forge to the town moves
slowly and sometimes
doesn’t move at all. When
car shows are held, both
places look more like park-
ing lots. Folks don’'t want
to pay to park, so they find

Winter and Stamp Collecting

Continued from page 1

Center on Kingston Pike. If you are interested in knowing
more about stamps, | would encourage you to attend that
free event. Shows of interest to me that | plan to attend
are in Tennessee, South Carolina, Kentucky, Virginia,
Georgia and North Carolina. Additional shows in Missouri
and Arkansas have a possible level of interest. My wife
would love for us to attend a show in Florida during these
cold winter months! This is a good way to spend a week-
end during this winter weather.

Recently, | have had several emails and phone calls
from readers of these columns. Thank you, | always enjoy
talking about stamps with those who contact me. | hope
these articles are of interest and value to you, the reader.
The Focus has thousands of readers both in the paper
and online. My hope is that | have encouraged and will
continue to encourage stamp collecting. Keep the emails

and phone calls coming.

Regardless of your interest, you can always check
out the Knoxuville Philatelic Society at www.knoxstamps.
com. Our meetings are scheduled on the first Tuesday
of each month at the Universalist Church on Kingston
Pike, beginning at 6:00 p.m. If you want to contact me,
you can reach me at (865)604-0164 or send an email to
hrbrooks68@gmail.com. And you can check out my web-
site at Oldmanstampstore.com.

Enjoy the weather and keep warm!

WINDSOR RIDGE

A INSPIRIT

nooks and crannies to put
their vehicles. That's not a
good idea.

Business owners call
Everything Auto to tow
illegally parked vehicles
from their lots. Condo
developments call for the
same reason. Especially
frustrating are the tow
requests that come late in
the night. On some occa-
sions, Jeff and Kristin
answer calls through-
out the night as irate car
owners demand their cars
immediately. The couple
sometimes oblige folks
and meet them at the lot.
However, when an owner
is rude or overly demand-
ing, Jeff will politely tell the

individual that he will meet
them during business
hours between 8 and 5.

| shouldn’t be, but I
often am stunned at the
actions of people. Visitors
to that area act as if they
can’t read. Signs are
posted at most locations
where vehicles are towed.
Yet, drivers ignore them
and park. How’s that pos-
sible? I'm a rule follower. If
a place doesn’t allow park-
ing, | find another spot. My
wife has asked me to pull
into the fire lane so she
can go into the store, but
I won't do it. | find a park-
ing place or drive around
the lot until she comes
out. Friends make fun of

me for following rules. If
for no other reason, | do it
to avoid paying fines and
fees.

| blame much of this
illegal parking on entitle-
ment. It's that same atti-
tude that people display in
too many situations. They
simply do as they please
and deny that any rule
applies to them.

What’s worse is the
anger when cars are
hauled away. Yes, the cost
of retrieving a car is steep,
as it should be. The signs
that were posted served as
warnings. The fee for bail-
ing a car out is more like a
knock on the thick skulls
of a violator. Sometimes,
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a kick in the seat of the
pants is needed to get the
attention of a person who
does as he pleases.

Most rules are estab-
lished to protect people
or places. Sure, a few of
those rules are absurd,
but most establish order.
Those who fail to park
in the right places in
Gatlinburg and the nation-
al park deserve whatev-
er fines are given. The
way to avoid those neg-
ative things is to park in
the right place or pay to
parkin a public lot. It’s the
simple things that stump
some people. Others just
never learn.

Students sample potential
foods for future KCS menus

PHOTO BY KEN LAY.

Trident Seafood’s Tyra Noe dishes out samples for Knox
County Schools students at the 25th KCS Food Show
Thursday morning at the Knoxville Expo Center.

WINDSOR RIDGE
(fmr. Windsor Gardens)

We serve senior

residents of Knoxville,

Powell, F.nuntain"L‘ity and
the surrounding areas—

fostering our resident’s
sense of independence
while ensuring
a loving home-like
environment.

5611 CENTRAL AVENUE PIKE | KMOXVILLE, TM 27912 | 865-688-4840

INSPIRITSENIORLIVING.COM/WINDSORRIDG

ONLINE ONLY
REAL ESTATE AUCTION

KNOX COUNTY GOVERNMENT
SURPLUS DELINQUENT TAX PROPERTIES

34 PROPERTIES TO BE SOLD!
BIDDING BEGINS TO CLOSE:

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH AT 12PM - NOON (ET)

FOR COMPLETE DETAILS,
TERMS & ONLINE BIDDING VISIT:

www.powellauction.com

TERMS: 5% Buyer’s Premium added to the high bid to establish total
sales contract price. 10% or $1,000.00 deposit (whichever is greater)
required. Per T.C.A. 67-5-2507, properties are subject to rebid.
Sale is subject to Knox County Commission approval.

Please visit www.powellauction.com for complete terms!
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KENNY PHILLIPS, AUCTIONEER -
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in the KCS system.

“We'll have students from
third to 11th grade, and it’s
a really good opportunity
for the students to meet
the vendors,” Foster said.
“And we will have three dif-
ferent groups and all five
regions, so the entire dis-
trictis represented and will
be here today. We'll have
between 200 and 250 stu-
dents in each time slot.”

The experience was fun
for the students, but the
day was also enjoyable for
the vendors.

“We love seeing the kids
and this has been going
on for 25 years,” said Tyra
Noe from Trident Seafood.

“I haven’t been here all 25
years, but I've been here
alot.”

Tom Michalewski of
Rich’s has worked closely
with Foster in recent years
and looks forward to par-
ticipating in the food show
when he can.

“I've been working close-
ly with Brett for three years,
and this is a great opportu-
nity for the schools to get
feedback from the kids.”

Tate Harris of Bridgford
Foods agreed.

“l like seeing all the kids
and knowing that what we
do will give them a chance
to decide what they might
want to eat,” Harris said.

102.5 KNOXVILLE
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Listen and grow through a daily
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The Gentleman From Pennsylvania

Senator David A. Reed

By Ray Hill
rayhill365@gmail.com

Above average height,
lean and with his neat
thatch of graying hair
combed back from his fore-
head, David Aiken Reed
looked like he might have
been born to the American
aristocracy. During his
time in the U.S. Senate,
Reed was described as “a
higher type of statesman”
by admirers.

If not aristocrats, Reed’s
parents were well-to-do; his
father, James, was a suc-
cessful lawyer and federal
judge. David Reed attend-
ed excellent prep schools,
attended Princeton
University, got his law
degree from the University
of Pittsburgh Law School
and began the practice of
his profession in 1903.

When America entered
the First World War, Reed
served in the field artillery
and rose to the rank of
major. Once he returned
to the United States, the
future senator resumed his
law practice.

David A. Reed had never
held any elective office
before being selected
as the Republican nomi-
nee for the United States
Senate in 1922. Ironically,
his predecessor, William E.
Crow, had been appointed
to serve in the Senate fol-
lowing Senator Philander
Knox’s death in 1921. Crow
died on August 8, 1922,
and Reed was appointed
to fill the vacancy, allowing
him to run in the general
election as the incumbent.
Reed won the 1922 elec-
tion for a full six-year term.
At the time he was first
sworn into office, Reed was
only 42 years old, making
him the second youngest
member of the U.S. Senate.
David A. Reed was also the
second veteran of the First
World War to be seated in
the Senate. A large dele-
gation of Pennsylvanians
witnessed Reed taking the
oath of office, including
Governor William Sproul,
Secretary of the Treasury
Andrew Mellon, and
Senator George W. Pepper.

As Governor Sproul pre-
pared to board a train
bound for Harrisburg, he
told a reporter, “A strong
team,” speaking of Reed
and Pepper. “l don’'t know
of any other pair of sena-
tors I'd trade them for.”

Throughout the decade
of the 1920s, the Secretary
of the Treasury of the
United States was financier
and philanthropist Andrew
Mellon. Mellon’s home
state was Pennsylvania,
and he was widely
admired in GOP circles in
the Keystone State. One
of the most severe critics
of Secretary Mellon in the
United States Senate was
Tennessee’s U.S. Senator
Kenneth McKellar. When
Democrats assailed the
secretary or his policies,
it was oftentimes David A.
Reed who rose to his feet
to defend Mellon. One
of Andrew Mellon’s many

financial interests was
the Aluminum Company
of America. ALCOA was
also a significant entity in
Tennessee, with a plant in
Blount County.

One such onslaught
occurred when Democrats
proposed to ask for the
appointment of a spe-
cial counsel to investigate
ALCOA. Senator Reed
offered a defense of Mellon
yet again.

“The fact is, and | make
this statement after recent
investigation and | make it
with full confidence of its
accuracy, that Mr. Mellon
owns less than 16 ¥2% of
the stock of the Aluminum
Co. of America. He owns
less than 16 %2% of the
preferred stock, which is
nonvoting, so | am not quib-
bling about the distinction
between voting and non-
voting stock. His brother,
Mr. Richard Mellon, owns
a similar amount, and the
two of them together own
less than 33% of the stock
in the company.”

Ultimately, the request
for a special prosecutor
failed on a vote of 36 to 33.
As Senator Pat Harrison
of Mississippi poked
Republican members of
the Senate, he looked
at David Reed and said,
“Mellon’s man Friday.”

During a filibuster by sev-
eral old guard GOP sena-
tors, Reed read off election
returns from his state to
pass the time and hold the
floor. The issue was a com-
mittee headed by Reed’s
distant cousin, Senator
James A. Reed of Missouri,
investigating massive
expenditures in the 1926
elections that were alleg-
edly in violation of the law.

The next morning, Reed
commented upon a col-
league’'s admonition by
crying, “These shrewish
scoldings!” Minority leader
Joseph T. Robinson inter-
rupted, “Oh, | hope the
senator is not petulant this
morning.”

Before Reed could reply,
Pat Harrison struck once
again, sneering, “Let him
[David A. Reed] go back
and receive the cheers of
the thugs and corruption-
ists of Pennsylvania and
let them say to him that he
is the Knight of the Closed
and Corrupt Ballot Box...”

Vice President Charles
Dawes, presiding over the
Senate, began beating his
gavel. “Oh, it's a shame to
spoil a good speech like
this,” Harrison sighed.

“The chair,” Dawes
barked, “regards the
results of the present leg-
islative session as primarily
due to the defective rules
of the Senate.” “This is
the only great parliamenta-
ry body in the world where
such a situation exists,”
Dawes observed before
adding, “The hour of 12
o'clock having arrived, the
Senate stands in adjourn-
ment sine die.”

Senator David Reed

threw flowers on the grave
of the investigating com-
mittee headed by his col-
league, James A. Reed
of Missouri, when the
Senate adjourned. “The
Reed investigating com-
mittee is dead,” Reed of
Pennsylvania lamented
sarcastically. “There may
be strong, healthy men
on the committee, but of
course, although a burglar
may try to jimmy a strong
box, there is such a thing
in the law as forcible entry.”

Known for his acidulous
tongue, Reed of Missouri
snapped, “Tell Senator
Reed of Pennsylvania that
when | want a burglar, |
will send to his state for a
recommendation.”

If ever there was a
state whose politics were

machine-ridden, it was
Pennsylvania. Political
organizations thrived

under a series of big-city
bosses. In most states,
big-city bosses were
usually Democrats; in
Pennsylvania, they were
Republicans in Pittsburgh
and Philadelphia. With
the Great Depression and
the coming of Franklin
Roosevelt, Pittsburgh fell
to the Democrats in 1932.
At the same time, the Vare
machine in Philadelphia
still turned a 150,000-
vote majority for President
Herbert Hoover in 1932,
helping him to carry
Pennsylvania.

William S. Vare had
served in the U.S. House
of Representatives from
1913 until his election to
the U.S. Senate in 1926.
Vare had won a heated
three-way primary with
Senator George Wharton
Pepper and Governor
Gifford Pinchot. Pinchot
had refused to certify the
results of the general elec-
tion and testified before
a Senate committee and
brought with him several
thousand illegal ballots.
Senator Reed had not been
especially friendly to Vare
but finally fought to pro-
tect the boss’s seat in the
Senate. It was to no avail
as the Senate voted 58 -
22 to deny William S. Vare
a seat in the United States
Senate.

As the 1934 election
approached, there were
still some vocal critics of
the Roosevelt administra-
tion and the New Deal, but
perhaps none more so than

Senator David A. Reed.
The Pennsylvania senator
was considered by many
Washington observers to
be the New Deal’s chief
critic in the United States
Senate.

Senator Reed faced
determined opposition to
his reelection in 1934, not
only from the Democrats
but also inside his own
political party. Governor
Gifford Pinchot had long
ached to go to the United
States Senate and had run
twice before in 1914 and
1926. Finishing a second
nonconsecutive term as
Pennsylvania’s chief exec-
utive and barred from run-
ning again, Pinchot had
his eyes on Reed’s seat
in the Senate. The two
came from different wings
of the Republican Party,
and Gifford Pinchot had
been known for his devo-
tion to the late Theodore
Roosevelt and had followed
the former president out of
the GOP when TR bolted
to run as a Progressive
in the 1912 election. “I
am a candidate against
David A. Reed for the U.S.
Senate,” Pinchot said in
his declaration of candida-
cy. “Reed as Senator has
run the errands and taken
the orders of Mellon, the
international bankers and
the steel interests long
enough. He should be
replaced by a man who will
take his orders only from
the people.”

TIME, the most widely
read news magazine
in the world, described
Pinchot as, “An old-time
Progressive with New Deal
sympathies...” Senator
Reed sniffed that Pinchot
was “An unscrupulous
politician and a common
scold.”

Following a brutal pri-
mary, Senator Reed won a
majority of the votes cast
in the Republican primary,
defeating Governor Pinchot
and two other candidates.
In the fall election, Reed
faced Joseph F. Guffey, an
oil man who had long been
prominent in Democratic
politics in the Keystone
State for decades. Reed
ran as an opponent of the
New Deal, while Guffey did
precisely the opposite. Joe
Guffey not only grabbed
the coattails of Franklin
Roosevelt, but swaddled
himself in the whole cloth
of the New Deal. FDR was

iy
|

i

“God’s inspired servant,”
Guffey gushed during the
senatorial race.

Despite the intense
infighting engendered
by Governor Pinchot’s
challenge in the prima-
ry, Senator Reed was
believed to be the favor-
ite to be reelected as
Pennsylvania was consid-
ered a Republican bastion.
Joe Guffey won a decisive
victory and helped to carry
George Earle into the gov-
ernorship in his wake.
The Democratic sweep in
Pennsylvania was thorough
and the first time since the
Civil War that Democrats
had seen such victories in
the Keystone State.

James A. Farley, simul-
taneously Postmaster
General in the Roosevelt
administration and
Chairman of the Democratic
National Committee,
crowed over the 1934
election returns, noting the
defeat of those GOP sena-
tors and congressmen who
had run against the New
Deal. Farley exulted that
Reed had been placed “on
the shelf” by Pennsylvania
voters, and he believed it
was permanent. Farley
added, “What’s the use
of kidding about it, we all
know that Roosevelt car-
ried Pennsylvania in 1932,
and this election proves
that.” The Democratic
mahatma went on to
assert, “The Republican
Party is through.” Farley’s
denial of Roosevelt having
lost Pennsylvania two years
earlier and his premature
burial of the GOP notwith-
standing, Jim Farley turned
out to be right about one
thing. David A. Reed would
never again be a candidate
for public office. Reed’s
career in elective politics
was over.

Immediately following
the election, Reed sought
a hunting license and
planned a trip to Europe
as his term in the Senate
expired.

David A. Reed was some-
what restless in private life.
While the former senator’s
law practice was highly
lucrative, Reed wanted to
run for the United States
Senate again. The GOP
boss in Pennsylvania was
Joseph Pew, a profoundly
conservative and wealthy
oil man. Reed had lost
the 1934 election with
his outspoken opposition
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Former U.S. Senator David A. Reed of Pennsylvania at the 1936 GOP National Convention in Cleveland, Ohio.

to Roosevelt and the New
Deal. Since his defeat, the
former senator had admit-
ted he could see some
worthwhile goals in some
New Deal proposals. To
Joe Pew, that was rank
apostasy, if not outright
heresy. When the party
bosses were cool to his
candidacy, the former sen-
ator announced he was not
a candidate to return to the
U.S. Senate. David A. Reed
would remain retired from
elective politics.

There were some notable
dissenters of Boss Pew’s
decision to back a candi-
date other than David A.
Reed. The Punxsutawney
Spirit published an editorial
acknowledging its unhappi-
ness about Reed not being
the Republican candidate
to contest once again his
old seat in the Senate.
Acknowledging it was true
that Reed was certainly a
conservative, the editorial
stated the former senator
had a good labor record,
“and his former colleagues
in the Senate, friend and
political foe alike, had the
utmost respect for his judg-
ment.” The Spirit believed
David A. Reed “stands
head and shoulders above
the crowd in ability.”

Reed was the chair-
man of Pennsylvania’s
delegation to the 1940
Republican National
Convention, which nomi-
nated a former Democrat,
Wendell Willkie, for the
presidency. The convention
was held in Philadelphia,
and the Pennsylvania del-
egation came to support
their favorite son, Governor
Arthur James, for the pres-
idential nomination. Like
every other experienced
politician at the 1940
GOP convention, David
Reed was astonished by
the nomination of a gen-
uine dark horse, Wendell
Willkie.

David A. Reed remained
active in GOP circles in
Pennsylvania and con-
tinued to make money
with his law practice and
investments. For the last
six months of his life, the
former senator was ailing
from a heart condition.
Death found David A. Reed
at his vacation home in
Sarasota, Florida, where he
was resting with his second
wife in 1953.
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By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The Knox County Mental
Health Court Advisory
Board met earlier this
month and approved its
state-allocated budget of
$236,000 for next year.
The funding request now
goes to the Knox County
Commission for approv-
al. One member, Jonathan

Cooper, abstained from the
vote and requested more
information.

Judge Chuck Cerny, as
board chairman, noted
that the group may turn to
the Knox County and City of
Knoxville governments for
additional funding to help
with a salary for Vincent
Smith, the court coor-
dinator. Cerny said that
last year’s funding for the

The Knoxville FOCUsS

Mental Health Court Advisory Board may seek additional funds

coordinator position came
from excess funds from
Mike Hammond’s criminal
court clerk’s office.

Cerny asked the mem-
bers to brainstorm pos-
sible additional funding
sources.

Smith reported to the
board, giving updates on
the nine graduates of the
Mental Health Court’s pro-
gram, its 16 active cases,

Ethics committee questions
definition of nepotism

Cont. frompage 1

included.

Attorney Mike Moyers
said that a relationship
could be included in the

expanded version, but
added there might be a
problem with disclosure.
Under current ethics rules,
an official must abstain or

AMERICA’S ROOFING
COMPANY

Family Owned & Operated - Ken L. Beoman, Owner
42 YEARS OF SERVICE. QUALITY WORK & FAIR PRICES

VINYL SIDING ROOFING . GUTTERING
Call to schedule a consultation!

(865) 824-8766

Or visit www.americasroofingcompany.com

WE BUY
HOUSES

ws teday!
865 444.8804

HELP WANTED

Ameriteam Services, LLC seeks
Sr. Clinical Payroll Specialist
for Knoxville, TN facility.
Responsible for calculating
productivity-based clinical
compensation across multiple
hospital contracts. Regs:
Bachelor’s deg in Acct, Fin,
Bus, or closely rel field plus 2
yrs exp in payroll, compensation
analysis, or fin operations.
Occasional work in the evenings/
weekends minimal travel to
main office 3 — 6 times each
year. Telecommuting permitted.
Qualified applicants send resume
to: Allison_Hinds@teamhealth.
com and reference job code: 690

Project Manager, R&D wanted
by Uster Technologies, Inc.
in Knoxville, TN to dvip & get
approval for clear & attainable
proj objctvs. Dvlp proj regs while
implmntg the R&D regs in the
Uster Portfolio Planning & Lean
Portfolio Mgmt process. Must
have bachelor’s deg or frgn equiv
in CS, Computer Engg, Computer
&IT, or rltd field & 60 months’
exp in the job offered or a rltd
occupation. Work exp must incl:
directing & monitoring cross-
functional teams; mngng budgets
using forecasting tools such as
Excel; exp w/ stage-gate proj
mgmt mdels; Authoring sys dsgn
& hiz docs along w/ associated
presentations. Trvl up to 10%
to both domestic & intl affiliate
sites. Send resume to
hrutus@uster.com.

Ameriteam Services, LLC seeks
Sr. Accountant for Knoxville, TN
facility Works with the Manager

of Finance to accurately report
the financial results of the West

Region operations.

Regs: Bachelor's deg in Acct,
Fin, Bus, or closely rel plus 2
yrs exp in accounting. Qualified
applicants send resume to:
Allison_Hinds@teamhealth.com
and reference iob code: 671

COIN SHOP

/COIN SHOP

We Buy and Sell Gold & Silver
® GOLD
* SILVER EAGLES
* SILVER ROUNDS & BARS
* MORGAN DOLLARS
* PEACE DOLLARS

& SCRAP GOLD [Jewein
Call or come by and see us/!
BE26 Asheville Hwy - Knoxville
865-444-5176

REAL ESTATE
FOR RENT

SOUTH KNOXVILLE /
UT / DOWNTOWN

2BR, 700 SQ FT APARTMENTS
$950/ MONTH

865-573-1000

WANTED

**HIWANTE D*HH
BROKEN PUSH & RIDING MOWERS
$10-20 PUSH OR $40-100 RIDING
MUST BE COMPLETE
865-416-7546
LEAVE PHONE # IF NO ANSWER

* k& WANTED & & %
MILITARY ANTIQUES
and SOUVENIRS, ALL ERAS
ESPECIALLY WWII - VIETMAM

UNIFORMS, MEDALS,
HELMETS, SWORDS, ETC.

CALL 865-368-0682

ALL METAL

explain a relationship or
connection they have with
someone that might con-
flict with their voting or
giving an opinion.

“What if it’s just a friend-
ship?” Moyers asked.

Stafford replied that
the official should recuse
themself.

Subcommittee member
Krystal Gibson said nepo-
tism and domestic relation-
ships would be discussed
at the next meeting.

Another regular com-
mittee member, Stephen
Goodpaster, said the defi-
nition of nepotism as dis-
cussed would be sent
to the Knox County Law
Department for assistance.

and the restoration of hous-
ing and driver’s licenses for

budget is the same as last

February 16, 2026

The board approved its

year, with some category 2026 meetings for May,
some patients. He said the changes.

ONLINE ONLY REAL ESTATE AUCTION

2 NORTH KNOXVILLE HOMES IN NEED OF RENOVATION

BIDDING BEGINS TO CLOSE:
Friday, March 6th at 12PM - Noon (ET)

OPEN HOUSE:
Wednesday, March 4th at 12PM - Noon (ET)

August and November.

13719 OSWALD STREET
§ KNOXVILLE, TN 37917

Approx. 1778 SF
Tudor Revival Style
Home with
4 bedrooms and
1 bathroom

935 RALEIGH AVENUE ===
KNOXVILLE, TN 37917 = §

Craftsman Style
Home with approx.
1854 SF on a
0.523+/- acre lot

FOR MORE DETAILS, TERMS & ONLINE BIDDING VISIT:
www.powellauction.com

POWEL

ECIEN, AUCTION & REALTY, LLC

KENNY PHILLIPS,

AUCTIONEER

6729 PLEASANT RIDGE ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37921

865-938-3403
- Lic # 2385

ALTERATIONS ELECTRIC/ HANDYMAN
JOANNE'S ALTERATIONS, w TONY, HANDYMAN
PANTS HEMMING $5, R
SPECIALIZING IN JEANS. RETIRED : s e AL
CALL 865-805-9170 ELECTRICIAN & PLUMBER Faucets
~ Licensed and Insured ~ ::i::‘:’:‘“““'
APPLIANCE P e aoione avolABH
REPAIR 865-705-0742
3 y Baolton
CJ Fi’xit 865-363-7T776
APPLIANCE SERVICE M
Are you having a problem with an HOME
appliance not working properly? —_—
; T 9
ey m e e | BROWN'S | IMPROVEMENT
the cheapest answer. |
Gi:g Cla I:aILFl"RST 1 E
A part or adjusmant may be all you need to | ]
HUNDREDS THOUSANDS, - - . "
ﬁ;mmé?ihtgfiumm s | | CUSTOM FENCING J IHME s
Major credit cards accepled. i g CU HSTHU ETlﬂH IMPROVEMENT

865-895-7805

CHILD CARE

MARCIA’'S
LEARNING CENTER
1411 Exeter Ave, Knoxville
(865) 673-8223
Day Shift 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

ELDER CARE

IN-HOME CAREGIVER
PRIVATE IN-HOME CARE,
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE.
REFERENCES AVAILABLE.

CALL 865-242-4339

EXCAVATION
HALL

Enterprises LLC

*HAULING <GRADING
=CLEARING <EXCAVATION

Licensed & Insured
Call or email Dylan Hall

865-722-4207

CALL

CLING LLC 865.577.1611
RECYCLING mewwnmmk
recycling

‘Ens

uring environmentally-friendly i
xwhnmmnWWML

=2 x ¢

BEE AdAS

ALL METAL 1616 Marywlie Pike / Knoxville, TN 37920 s

RECYCLING

Email: AllMetalRecyc@gmail.com L

TH State Contractor Lic #00049763
= ALL TYPES OF FENCING ~

Residential, Commercial,
Farm and Ranch,
Pole Barns & Hoop Structures

Professional, Dependable Service!
Call 423-235-7400
or 1-800-249-6274

browncustomfencing.com

HANDYMAN

/ N\

HOMEFIT %

< SERVIGES

Henest, Professional & Fair Pricing
Brian Clark
865-415-8419

Licensed & Insured
Email; HomefitOd@gmail.com

* Home Repairs # Deck Staining
#* Painting

+ Wood Rot

 Your Local
HANDYMAN

Complete Remodeling
INTERIOR / EXTERIOR
= Insured and Bonded ~
Call or text for your
FREE ESTIMATE

865-888-1241

40+ Years Experience
= in ALL TYPES of =
Home Repairs & Improvement

| SPRING SPECIALS! |

DECKS - New and Repairs

REPLACEMENT
Windows & Doors

Kitchen & Bath Updates

Free Esfimates!
Schedule yours TODAYT

865-203-6143

LAWN MOWER
REPAIR

LAWN MOWER REPAIR.
ALL BRANDS - SERVICE &
REPAIR. PICK UP & DELIVERY
AVAILABLE. $25 OFF WITH
THIS AD! RICK BETTGE,
MECHANIC CALL 865-591-0518

PAINTING

Now Dffering SOFT-WASHING!
Plus - 30% OFF ALL INTERIOR
PAINTING, through Feb. 2026!

Interior & Exterior Painting
Celebrating 46 years of busimess in 2026
Licensed and Insured

FREE ESTIMATES
CALL 865-522-3222 or
TEXT 865-455-5022

CHECK OUT OUR 5-STAR
GOOGLE REVIEWS!!!
rondythepointerandcrew.com

REMODELING

DECKS & FEHCII"IG
Quality, Honesty, Integrity
New Builds or Repairs
Bonded & Insured
Offering FREE estimates!
Call or Text
865-888-1241

ROOFING

ROOF REPAIRS, METAL;
SHINGLE; RUBBER; ROOF
COATING; FREE ESTIMATES.
865-705-7069 TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICES

TREE HERO

Professional Tree Service

* UTILITY LINE CLEARING
* STORM WORK
* REMOVAL SERVICE

* EXPERT PRUNING
* LAND CLEARING

Locally Owned
Licensed & Insured

FREE Estimates! Call TODAY!

865-385-9994
865-888-3580

WELDING

WELDING aua
Ka 3 FABRICATION

Complete MOBILE
welding service
CALL KIP

865-680-2914

Call or email
Ruthie at
865-686-9970
or ruthie@
knoxfocus.com
to place your
advertisement!




HIGH SCHOOL BOYS BASKETBALL

Nordin comes alive at
the end of OT

‘We never quit, says Coach Parrott

By Steve Williams

Just three days after
pouring in 31 points at
rival Farragut, Bearden’s
Justin Nordin had shoot-
ing woes on his homecourt
last Tuesday night. It was
a little eerie too as the
Lady Bulldogs’ star player
Natalya Hodge had trou-
ble getting her shots to go
through the basket as well
the game before.

However, unlike Hodge
who fouled out in her
game, Nordin hit the win-
ning basket in the Bulldogs’
76-75 overtime win over
Alcoa after scoring only
two points (free throws) in
regulation.

Coach Jeremy Parrott
undoubtedly had faith in
Justin, who got the ball in
his hands after a timeout
with 22.3 seconds on the
clock and Bearden down
by one.

The ball was put in play at
mid-court. Nordin allowed
the clock to run down to 10
seconds before he started
his drive to the hoop. His
layup bounced once on the
rim and then fell through
the net with three ticks on
the clock and still counting
down. The game still wasn’t
over.

The Tornadoes had a
player streaking down
the court on a runaway,
but Bearden’s alert Sean
Capshaw caught up with
him and deflected the ball
away to end the game.

What a wild finish! The
game could have gone
either way.

“It could’ve,” said Coach
Parrott. “It'’could’ve.”

Nordin scored only six
points in the game, but he
got the winning bucket.

“He did not play well over
the course of the game, but
you got to remember,” said

TSSAA HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Coaches Black and Courtney were among state’s best

By Steve Williams

Knox County has two
of the eight TSSAA Hall of
Fame inductees for this
year, with local honor-
ees Rob Black of Fulton
High and Eddie Courtney
of Farragut High having
received the news on Feb.
5.

The annual luncheon will
be held atthe Student Union
Building on the campus of
Middle Tennessee State
University in Murfreesboro
on Monday, April 13.

Two administrators,
three coaches, two offi-
cials, and one contributor
will be inducted that day
to join others in the annual
gathering of those selected
since the process began in
1982.

In addition to Black
and Courtney, those
being inducted at this
year’s luncheon are
Mike Ellson, administra-
tor from Nashville; Gene

Parrott. “We ask a lot of
him. He played Friday night,
we played Saturday night
and we played last night
(Monday) and that’s a lot
of ball-handling. | feel like
sometimes we ask a ton
of him and we didn't really
spell him any, so for him to
even have the legs and the
wherewithal all right there
to get that bucket is a big
deal.”

Bearden came into the
game with a 28-1 record
and Alcoa was 15-9. The
Bulldogs added a 66-27 win
at Cleveland on Thursday
and will go into the district
tournament this week 30-1.

Carson Asbaty took top
scoring honors with 23
points, including 16 in the
first half. Capshaw chipped
in 18 points, followed by
Brendan Murphy (13), Jack
Ferraris (12) and Nordin
with six.Alcoa got 18 points
from Jamir Dean, 16 from

PHOTO BY RONDREA PEEBLES / FUL.COM

Rob Black, seen here in Fulton's game against West High
in 2021, resigned as the Falcons’ head coach in February

2022.

Menees, administrator
from Madison; Robert
"Bobby" Broyles, coach
from Chuckey; Ken Melton,

official from McMinnville;
Charles Watkins, official
from Nashville; and Rick
Colbert, contributor from

Condis Cherry, 14 from
Jacolby Cooper and 12 from
Jay Kirk.

The Tornadoes led the
entire way until Bearden
went ahead 68-66 on an
old-fashioned 3-point play
by Capshaw with 1:40 to
go in regulation. Kirk tied it
back up at 68-all and nei-
ther team scored in the final
1:13.

In OT, Cherry scored on a
layup to give Alcoa a 75-74
lead with 32.2 seconds to
go. He was fouled on the
play but missed the free
throw.

That set up Nordin for
his go-ahead layup and
Capshaw’s defensive play.

After the game, Parrott
also praised Ferraris for
his play. “He had a heck
of a game. Buckets, big
plays. We went with him in
the second half and all of
a sudden we just couldn’t
take him out. Jack played

Brentwood.

The Hall of Fame lun-
cheon, which will begin at
11 o’clock, is to not only
honor the new inductees
and their families, but
to honor all past induct-
ees into the TSSAA Hall
of Fame. Tickets will be
available online beginning
March 2 on the TSSAA
website.

Black’s legacy is syn-
onymous with Fulton High
football, where his lifelong
dedication spans from serv-
ing as a childhood ball boy
for his father to becoming
a state championship-win-
ning head coach. A 1984
Fulton graduate and three-
sport athlete, Black played
football and baseball at
Carson-Newman before
returning to his alma mater
to begin a coaching tenure
that would last over three
decades.

After serving as an
assistant and Offensive
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Bearden's Carson Asbaty goes high to defend the basket
as Alcoa’s Condis Cherry tries to find an opening. Asbaty
scored a game-high 23 points as the Dawgs pulled out a
76-75 overtime win on Feb. 10.

amazing tonight. Really
proud of him.”

Asbaty also had a big
game. “Carson has been
solid all year. He’s one of
those guys that we depend
on to do a lot of things. Stat
sheet stuffer.”

At the end of the post-
game interview, Coach

Coordinator for 19 years,
Black was named Head
Coach in 2011. Over the
next 11 seasons, he com-
piled an outstanding
record of 103-36, estab-
lishing himself as one of
only 16 coaches in Knox
County history to surpass
100 career wins. His lead-
ership defined a dynas-
ty, guiding the Falcons to
three consecutive Class
4A state championships
in 2012, 2013, and 2014.
This dominant era featured
a 37-game winning streak
and two undefeated sea-
sons. His 2013 and 2014
squads remain the top two
scoring teams in TSSAA his-
tory, with the 2013 team
setting a state record of
862 points.

Beyond his head coach-
ing accolades, Black’s influ-
ence encompasses the
program's entire modern
history. As an offensive
coordinator, he helped

Parrott was asked what was
the one thing that was the
difference in the game?

“We never quit,” said
Parrott. “We didn’'t play
great. We didn’t shoot it
great. We had some very,
very bad mental mistakes.
At the end of the day, we
didn’t stop fighting.”

secure state titles in 2003,
2004, and 2006, meaning
he was a pivotal part of all
six of the school’s state
championships. His honors
include being named the
2012 State Coach of the
Year and induction into the
Greater Knoxville Sports
Hall of Fame.

Coach Black currently
serves as an athletic direc-
tor at Fulton, along with
fellow TSSAA Hall of Famer
Jody Wright. The football
field at Fulton is named
after Coach Black’s father,
the late Bob Black, who is
a member of the 2008 Hall
of Fame class.

“l am humbled and
blessed to be chosen as
an inductee to the TSSAA
Hall of Fame,” said Coach
Black. “In my coaching
career, | was fortunate to
have so many really good
players and some really
good people surrounding

SERVING THE BEST
SPAGHETTI IN TOWN
FOR OVER EUE‘I'EMIE
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HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL

Fast start helps ‘healthy’ Lady Warriors
run past Concord in district semifinals

By Ken Lay

It's been a season
filled with injuries for the
Christian Academy of
Knoxville girls basketball
team.

But the Lady Warriors
are finally fully healthy,
and they recently began a
postseason run that they
hope will land them a spot
in the Division II-A State
Tournament at F&M Bank
Arena in Clarksville during
the first week of March.

CAK, the top seed in the
Division II-A East Region
District 1 Tournament,
won its semifinal game,
toppling Concord Christian
School, 67-45, Thursday
night in the Dr. Ron Stewart
Gymnasium at Grace
Christian Academy.

The Lady Warriors (23-4)
clinched the No. 1 seed
of the district tournament
by winning 11 of their 12
league games.

“We’'ve been bitten by
the injury bug pretty much
all year,” CAK coach Abby
Williams said. “It's nice to
have everybody back and
have all nine of our girls
play tonight.”
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CAK's Colie Thompson (30) dribbles as Concord’s Kiran
Keeton in the district tournament semifinals Thursday
night at Grace Christian Academy. Thompson scored 14
points to help the Lady Warriors rout the Lady Lions, 67-

45.

The Lady Warriors got off
to a fast start against the
Lady Lions (16-12) as they
opened a 30-12 lead in the
first quarter.

“We came out and start-
ed the game, and we were
really hot,” Williams said.
“And then in the second
quarter, we went cold, and
we went away from what we
were doing well.”

During the Lady Warriors’
blistering opening frame,
Lexi Hammock scored 12
points as she converted six

field goals. She would finish
the contest with 14 points,
but gave CAK a huge lift,
according to Williams.

“It was great to have Lexi
back,” Williams said.

During their icy streak
in the second stanza, the
Lady Warriors managed
just five points and hit just
two shots from the floor,
including one from behind
the 3-point arc. Despite
the offensive power outage
that plagued CAK during the
second stanza, the defense

remained stingy, surrender-
ing just nine points over
that eight-minute stretch.

But Williams was far from
pleased with her squad’s
showing in the second
quarter.

“l gave them a little
pep talk at halftime, and
we came out and played
better in the second half,”
she said.

The Lady Warriors
had three players post
double figures in the scor-
ing column. In addition
to getting 14 points from
Hammock, CAK received
a game-high 18 points
from eighth grader Karlie
Gray. Colie Thompson also
chipped in with 14 points,
helping her team notch its
victory.

Emory Thomas led the
Lady Lions with 15 points.

CAK advanced to
Saturday’s district tourna-
ment championship game,
where they played tourna-
ment host GCA. Results
were not available at press
time. The Lady Rams edged
The King’s Academy, 54-51,
in Thursday’s other tourna-
ment semifinal.

Hodge has an off night but

teamma

By Steve Williams

Natalya Hodge had a
poor shooting night last
week and each clang
made it hurt a little more.
You could see it in her face.
An expression that she
couldn’t believe what was
happening followed by a
painful look with each miss.

The senior point guard
and a Missouri signee is
averaging 29 points, but
shot no better than 3 for 16
from the field and had no
3-pointers. She finished in
double digits with 12 points
thanks to sinking all six of
her free throws.

Despite Hodge’s off
night, Bearden defeated
Alcoa 60-51 as teammates
took over.

Emma Rainey scored a
game-high 19 points and
swished in three from
3-point land.

Katie Foster led the
way in the first half with
10 points inside. She also
tipped the ball out of an
opponent’s hand that led to
a fast-break layup plus had
four defensive rebounds,
one blocked shot and

tes come through
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Bearden's Emma Rainey goes up for a score against Alcoa last week. Rainey helped pull
the Lady Bulldogs through for a win with her 19-point game.

forced another turnover.

Coach Justin Underwood
said: “Emma did a fantas-
tic job of hitting shots and
| thought Katie did a fan-
tastic job, especially early.
That’s the second night
in a row she’s had double
digits.”

Riley Hunt added 10
points and MC LeMarbre
nine for the Lady Bulldogs,
who raised their record to

25-3.

Halle Bailey tallied 12
points to lead Alcoa’s bal-
anced attack.

Bearden led 16-11 after
the first period and 31-24
at halftime. The Lady
Tornadoes (19-7) pulled
within five points (38-33)
late in the third period, but
Bearden ended the quarter
with an eight-point run and
a 50-36 command.
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Hodge fouled out with
1:42 left in the game. When
she came off the floor, she
slowly walked by her team-
mates with a smile on her
face.

“Natalya knows that
some nights you shoot it
well and some nights you
don't,” said Bearden Coach
Justin Underwood. “That
smile shows her maturity
as a player and competitor.”

In the dressing room
after the game, Hodge
said: “l can say this was
not the worst game of my
life. | feel like my team
pulled through. Emma
pulled through. Katie pulled
through. They all pulled
through when | couldn’t hit
my shots, so | feel like my
team adjusted really well
with me not hitting.”

Bearden won at
Cleveland 54-51 Thursday
night to wrap up regu-
lar season play. The Lady
Bulldogs, now 26-3, will
next play Thursday in
the district semifinals at
McMinn County.

GOD'S PLACE TREASURES
THRIFT STORE

6119 Chapman Highway
Furniture, glassware, clothing & mane

Mondays: All 1 items 50¢

Manager - Vickie Johnson
Proceeds help feed the homeless.
M-F 10am-5:30pm  865-604-8077
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Grace Christian Academy senior Nya Burns (10) bat-
tles TKA's Adit Koul for a rebound in a district tour-
nament semifinal at the Dr. Ron Stewart Gymnasium.
Burns scored 16 points as the Lady Rams edged the Lady

Lions, 54-51.

Lady Rams get
defensive in fourth
quarter to win
semifinal

By Ken Lay

The third time was
the charm for the Grace
Christian Academy girls
basketball team.

After the Lady Rams
were swept by The King's
Academy in the regular-
season series between
the two Division II-A East
Region District 1 rivals,
they exacted a little
revenge in the district
tournament semifinals on
their home floor.

Grace (22-7) earned
a spot in the weekend’s
district title with a hard-
fought 54-51 victory over
the Lady Lions Thursday
night at the Dr. Ron
Stewart Gymnasium.

The Lady Rams trailed
throughout much of the
contest, but stormed
back to claim the win with
a strong defensive effort
in the fourth quarter.

Grace held the Lady
Lions to just nine points
over the final eight min-
utes of the contest, allow-
ing the Lady Lions to make
just three field goals over
that stretch.

“That is where we
put our pride in, in our
defense,” Grace co-head
coach Angela Phillips said.
“We work on our defense
every single day, and we
tell the girls that we know
they're tired of doing those
shell drills in practice, but
we also tell them that it
will pay off.

“And tonight, it did.”

Offensively, the Lady
Rams were red-hot in the
final frame as they scored
the first nine points of the
stanza, all via the 3-point
shot as Logan Connatser,
Abby Roberts and Nya
Burns all knocked down
long-range jumpers, allow-
ing GCA, playing in front of
a partisan home crowd, to
reverse the tide and turn a
42-39 deficit into a 48-42
lead with 5 minutes, 41
seconds remaining in the
fourth quarter.

TKA (17-8) pulled to

within 48-44 when Skylar
Walden converted a pair
of free throws with just
over five minutes to play.
After that, however, The
King's Academy offense
went silent for four-and-a-
half minutes and wasn’t
heard from again until
Jenny Bitounou made a
basket with 31.6 seconds
to go.

Despite the scoring
drought, the Lady Lions
remained within strik-
ing distance and trailed,
48-46, after Bitounou
scored.

The Lady Rams all but
clinched the win at the
free throw line as Roberts,
Bella Bradley and Myrah
Hood combined to hit
6-0f-8 foul shots down the
stretch.

Despite a solid final
frame for GCA on the
defensive end, the game’s
outcome was still in doubt
after TKA's Emily Atchley
knocked down a 3-point-
er with 1.7 seconds left,
making the score 52-51.

Hood was then fouled
and made 1-for-2 from
the line in a chaotic final
stretch. Hood was fouled
before any time ran off the
clock and her free throw
extended the Lady Rams’
advantage to 53-51
before a blunder by the
Lady Lions’ coaching staff
all sealed TKA'’s fate.

The Lady Lions called
a time-out with none
remaining and were hit
with an administrative
technical, giving the Lady
Rams two free throws and
the ball. Burns made one
shot to provide the final
margin before Grace ran
out the clock, and a wild
celebration from the stu-
dent section ensued.

The win appeared to
erase the memory of two
regular-season losses to
the Lady Lions and clean
the slate for Grace, which
will host a region tour-
nament game later this

—Continue on page 4
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A great deal of talk and little action

The year was 1969, and
the venue was Neyland
Stadium/
Shields-
Watkins
Field. The
g ame
matched
Tennessee

n d
Vanderbilt
in the season finale.
Tennessee won 40-27,
with the Vols annexing a
second SEC title in the
past three years.

Losses to Mississippi
and Florida down the
stretch run of the season,
balanced by wins over
Kentucky and Vanderbilt,
put a damper on a 9-win
season. The Vols also lost
head coach Doug Dickey to
Florida. No one knew what
was in store in 1970, but
that campaign was one of
the best in school history,
11-1 and a victory in the
Sugar Bowl. There were
consecutive wins over
Alabama and Florida in
mid-October.

The game coverage
from the Knoxville News-
Sentinel and other state-
wide media raised one

By Tom
Mattingly

“Only the helmets distinguished one team from the other.“

Vanderbilt wearing gold
jerseys and Vols decked
out in orange, the two
teams looked nearly alike.
Vanderbilt head coach Bill
Pace “suggested” that
the Vols might be wear-
ing white in the return
engagement a year later
in Nashville.

Everyone seemed to
think that the Vols would
wear white in Nashville in
1970. That didn’t happen.
There was a great deal
of talk and little action.
The subject was never
broached.

In the 1972 season

day, and the differenc-
es between the two sets
of jerseys were more pro-
nounced. Vanderbilt’s jer-
seys appeared to be a
darker hue of gold. As was
usually the case, the game
was a tough one, the Vols
winning 30-10.

In early 1971, the idea
of the visiting team wear-
ing white jerseys for road
games suddenly became
another of those contro-
versies often facing SEC
schools. Everyone seemed
to have an opinion, par-
ticularly those living in
Knoxville.

significant issue from the

hard-fought game. With finale,

it was a cloudy
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Eddie Courtney talks to his team during Farragut’s 2016 state championship season.

Coaches Black and Courtney
were among state’s best

Continved frompage 1
me. This honor is extra special in that
| am joining several other Fulton coach-
es who are already in the TSSAA Hall
of Fame. | had the opportunity to work
with my dad (Bob Black), Buck Coatney,
and Jody Wright who have already been
inducted.

Courtney’s name is synonymous with
Farragut High football, where his influ-
ence has spanned nearly half a centu-
ry. Serving the school for 45 years as
a teacher and coach, and leading the
program as head coach since 1996,
Courtney has built a legacy defined by
integrity, resilience, and championship
excellence.

Courtney boasts an impressive
career record of 204-121, ranking him
fiftth all-time among active Tennessee
high school head coaches as of 2023.
His tenure at the helm of the Admirals
includes four Region Championships,
12 Quarterfinal appearances, and the
crowning achievement of the 2016 Class
5A State Championship. He has coached
close to 50 All-State players, three All-
Americans, and six TSSAA Mr. Football
finalists. His ability to develop talent is
evident, having sent over 200 players
to play collegiately, with seven reach-
ing the NFL.

However, Courtney’s impact extends
far beyond the scoreboard. Known for
his "BAM: Be a Man" program, he priori-
tizes molding young athletes into respon-
sible men, husbands, and fathers. His
personal resilience has served as a pow-
erful lesson to his players; Courtney has
battled cancer twice without wavering in
his commitment to his team, inspiring
the community and earning the 2006
Knoxville News-Sentinel Courage Award.

His contributions have been widely
recognized, with accolades including
the 2017 Pat Summitt Ignite Greatness
Award and induction into the Tennessee
Football Coaches Association Hall of
Fame in 2021.

Coach Courtney stepped down as the
head coach of the Admirals in 2024, but
he continues to serve as an assistant
coach under his son, Geoff.

“Being selected into the TSSAA Hall
of Fame is a tremendous honor,” said
Coach Courtney. “I've been blessed to
be surrounded by a lot of great players
and coaches. THEY are the ones who
bought in and made this a success-
ful and enjoyable time. | will always be
appreciative of them. GOD allowed me
to do what | wanted to do and that was
coach football.”

The Vols had worn

orange jerseys on the
road up until that time.
They had also worn white
jerseys at home in 1935,
as another “Vol Historian,”
Allan Spain, tells us.

Orange jerseys on the
road ended with an SEC
“Gentlemen’s Agreement”
in January 1971, giving the
home team the choice of
taking the school-colored
shirts and the visiting team
wearing the white shirts,
except when the game was
at LSU and, for a year or
so, at Vanderbilt.

The genesis of the white
jersey rule may have come
from the Tennessee-
Vanderbilt game that day in
1969 at Neyland Stadium.
It was a sunny November
day, with Vanderbilt in
gold, Tennessee in orange.
No one could tell the dif-
ference between the two
teams.

To his credit, Tennessee
head coach Bill Battle
voted against the 1971
agreement (“You're darn
right | did,” he said when
quizzed about it years
later), thus defending the
honor of the orange jersey.

The Vols did wear orange
against Mississippi blue in
Memphis in 1974, 1977,

and 1980. The 1975 game
against the Rebels was
one of the more confusing
in recent history, with Ole
Miss in red and the Vols
in orange. There wasn’t
a great deal of contrast,
and, besides, Ole Miss
won 23-6. Ole Miss wore
its blue jerseys in Knoxville
in 1972 and 1976.

The Vols wore orange
against Mississippi State
in 1978 in Memphis, when
they were the designated
home team, playing nearly
400 miles from Knoxville.
The Vols wore white when
winning at Notre Dame in
1991 and 2001, bringing
great joy to Big Orange
Country.

Perhaps the most radi-
cal change in uniforms
came in 1963 under the
tenure of Jim McDonald,
with a get-up called the
“Halloween Uniforms,” so
named because the shirts
were orange with black
and white stripes on the
shoulders.

The Vols also unveiled a
white version that season,
with orange and black
stripes on the shoulders,
in a 35-0 loss at Alabama
in 1963. Those shirts were
not seen again.

Over the years there
were many exciting
moments in the white jer-
seys. Munford’s Johnnie
Jones scored the game-
winner in 1983 on a
67-yard run late in the
game on a play called “39
option.” That play came on
third-and-long at left end.

There was also an
80-yard touchdown pass
from Peyton Manning
to Joey Kent on the first
play of the 1995 Alabama
game. Carl Johnson saved
the 1971 Kentucky game
for the Vols with a deflect-
ed pass that he turned
into an 87-yard TD run. It
seemed that he would run
out of gas, but he did have
a formidable host of team-
mates to help him finally
get to the Promised Land.

Seasons like these
come along when least
expected, merging little
pieces that come togeth-
er in exactly the right way.
These are the seasons that
create memories that last
a lifetime. They make fans
proud to be fans, regard-
less of the jersey.

QerA with Hunter Ensley

By Mark Nagi

Hunter Ensley has given
Tennessee fans memories
that will last a lifetime. His
performance in the 2024
College World Series made
him a hero to Volunteer
supporters and ensured
that the cheers would greet
him every time he’s recog-
nized at an event on the UT
campus.

Recently, we had the
chance to catch up with
Ensley, talk about those
magical days in Omaha,
and what the future holds
for him.

Knoxville Focus: Let’s talk
about that 2024 season.
What was it about that
team that made them the
group to finally get over the
hump and win a National
Championship?

Hunter Ensley: | would say
a mix of, obviously, great
recruiting by the coaches
and great development,
and a mix of older guys
with experience as well.
Our thing in the fall was
how close we could get this
team to be an actual team,
know each other, and want
to play for each other. |
think that's really what
separated us from others.
Obviously, we were very
talented, and the coach-
es did a great job with the
development on the pitch-
ing and hitting side. But |
would just say the cama-
raderie as a team and how
close the guys were. And
the experience of going
to Omaha and playing in
Omaha. We brought back a
lot of guys from that 2023
team who had experience
in Omaha. They knew how
to win in the postseason,
and that definitely helped
us going into 2024.

KF: In the second
game of the College
World Series, you robbed
North Carolina’s Anthony
Donofrio of an extra base
hit when you made a run-
ning catch and held on,
despite slamming into the
center field wall. What are
you thinking as the wall is
getting closer?

HE: There's not a lot

going through my head at
that moment. | kind of think
of myself as a tough player
and a tough kid. | feel like
| grew up that way. | was
a football player, so | was
never afraid of contact,
but | was never scared of
the wall. For me, that was
pretty much my brother
on the mound (Tennessee
pitcher Drew Beam) right
there. | had seen him work
for three years and how
much he deserved to be
in that spot on the mound.
How can | get this out for
this guy, working his tail
off for the team? That's not
just me. Fortunately, | was
the guy they hit the ball to,
but | would say that if you
put everyone else in center
field right there, they would
have tried to do the same
thing as | would. It was just
that close of a team, and
everyone wanted to win.

KF: In the final game
against Texas A&M, you
scored what proved to be
the winning run on an acro-
batic dive for home plate.
Did you feel like you got a
good jump after Kavares
Tears hit the ball?

HE: | believe | for sure
got a good jump on it. |
would say that's probably
one of the most focused
moments I've ever been
in, just because it was
game 3 for the National
Championship... | think it
all kind of just worked out.
The slide is kind of tough
to explain, because you
kind of black out in those
moments. But that was
just me, you know, natural
instincts right there, just
trying to avoid the tag and
win a game.

KF: So, what's the feeling

like when guys win and
achieve your goal?

HE: Really, just a ton
of different emotions
being with the guys, obvi-
ously. That was kind of a
dream. Some of my best
friends throughout those
years... we wanted to be
the last team standing
one day. You think back to
a bunch of the old days,
Little League and travel
ball and all the effort you
put in, especially with my
dad, Marty. A lot of those
memories come back.
It's bigger than just your-
self because, you know,
you have a whole lot of
Tennessee fans there that
deserve it as well.

KF: Last summer, you
spent some time playing in
High-A ball with the Kansas
City Royals but chose to
retire from baseball. Why?

HE: A couple of differ-
ent things. One, | felt very
happy with my career,
and also other opportu-
nities that | kind of like
the looks of coming up
down the road. | won't go
into a whole other detail
about that, but (there are)
some opportunities for
myself, possibly coach-
ing and helping younger
kids develop. | think | can
have a pretty big impact.
Right now, I'm working at
Diamond Baseball-Simcox
Academy (run by former
Tennessee assistant base-
ball coach Larry Simcox),
giving baseball lessons
to younger kids, helping
with outfield, infield, hit-
ting... all of it. | want to be
a resource to these kids,
and | want some of them to
live out their dreams, just
as | was fortunate enough
to live out mine.
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HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL PART 3

The plan for the future of Austin-East baseball

By Steve Williams

Future success can come
in different levels.

For the Austin-East High
School baseball program
right now, success can be
one win to 10 wins or even
more.

Hopefully for the
Roadrunners, the past is
behind them and they can
enjoy success.

Today it's one pitch at a
time, one catch at a time,
one at-bat at a time.

Errors are part of the
game too, but try to limit
them as much as you can.

"You may not think you're
going to make it. You may
want to quit. But if you keep
your eye on the ball, you
can accomplish anything."
- Hank Aaron

Head Coach Sanford
Smith:

The future of the A-E
Baseball program is very
dependent on our youth
programs in the commu-
nity and the importance of
having a feeder program
within the community at the
youth and middle school
levels.

We need to have com-
munity support from every
level of the community,
which includes financial
support from our local busi-
ness partners and support-
ers. The community can no
longer sit back and not be
involved if the baseball pro-
gram at A-E is going to sur-
vive and prosper. We also
have to get the parents in

The Knoxville FOcus

7 i
PHOTO BY STEVE WILLIAMS

Austin-East baseball players run the bases on the first official practice date Monday, Feb. 9.

the community and those
of the school to get involved
and support the program
and the school as a whole.
It is like the old adage, "It
takes a village," when it
comes to supporting our
school and all activities at
Roadrunner Nation.
Furthermore, we want
our kids to get the best
training at the grassroots
level so that when they
come up through our sys-
tems, they will be ready to
compete at the high school
level. Last, but certainly
not least, we want to build
a program in which our

Knox County
has five finalists
for Mr. and Miss

Basketball

By Steve Williams

Five Knox County play-
ers - two girls and three
boys - were announced
Thursday as finalists for
this year’'s TSSAA Mr. and
Miss Basketball Awards.

The top girls and boys in
six classifications will be
presented at the Tucker
Theater on the campus of
MTSU on Tuesday, March
10 at 5:30 p.m. The event
will be open to the public.

Knox County’s female
finalists are Meeyah Green
of Webb in Division II-AA
and Natalya Hodge of
Bearden in Class 4A.

The male finalists are
Segond Sompa of Grace
Christian in Division IlI-A,
Cade Murphy of Knoxville
Catholic in Division II-AA
and Nick Steen of Fulton in
Class 3A.

Young has big
scoring night for
Cccs

lan Young, a senior for-
ward, scored 42 points
to lead Concord Christian
School past Annoor
Academy in the first round
of the District II-A District 1
basketball tournament last
week, Coach Mike Evers
reported. Annoor Academy
is a Chattanooga team.

TWC crushes
Shorter in
lacrosse, 25-2

Reece Ringer, a fresh-
man formerly of Knoxville
West, scored four goals and
one assist in Tennessee
Wesleyan University’s 25-2
win over Shorter on Jan. 30.
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community kids will want
to come and play baseball
at A-E and will take pride
in wearing the Roadrunner
uniform. Finally, we hope to
build a team that our com-
munity can be proud of
both on and off the field.

Assistant coach Gaylord
Gibson:

The future of A-E base-
ball has to start with a
strong foundation and has
to start from the ground up,
brick by brick. The founda-
tion obviously starts with
building a strong feeder
program at the youth level

that is both positive and
sustainable. This starts
with Tee-ball and progress-
es up through the various
age groups, leading up to
entering high school at A-E.
With the newly renovated
Claude Walker Field being a
drawing card in the commu-
nity, this is the ideal oppor-
tunity to increase interest
in baseball at the grass-
roots level.

Next, we need the vari-
ous coaches in the com-
munity working together at
every level to ensure the
same message is being
sent to our kids and that

good, solid baseball funda-
mentals are being imple-
mented at the various
levels. This process will
help ensure that baseball
is a vital part not only of A-E
but also of our community
as well.

Volunteer assistant Greg
Freeman:

The future of baseball
at A-E has a chance of
being very bright if what
the coaches have previ-
ously verbalized is imple-
mented in a quick and
methodical manner. The
feeder system, community
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involvement and parental
buy-in are extremely impor-
tant to making baseball
relevant again in both the
community and at A-E high
school.

We are reaching out to
our former A-E baseballers
and they have been recep-
tive up to this point in sup-
porting us at practice and
financially. We are trying to
get back to the good old
days when the baseball
team at A-E was competi-
tive and also sent numer-
ous student-athletes to
college to get an educa-
tion and continue their
athletic careers. When the
current coaches played at
A-E, we didn't win the state
championship, but we were
extremely competitive, and
the community and the
school were very support-
ive when we took the field
on game day.

Coach Kaylin Chesney is
due a ton of respect and
gratitude for bringing the
baseball program back and
with the support of all par-
ties mentioned, | believe it
can happen.

The coaches are well
aware of how far behind
our program is, but if the
attitude of the 25 players
out for the team this year
and the support we have
received from the admin-
istration and the commu-
nity is an indication, the
future is looking up for
Roadrunner Nation.

Lady Rams get defensive in fourth quarter

Cont. from page 2

week.

“That’s the thing | love
about basketball,” Phillips
said. “It's a tournament
sport, and it doesn’t matter
what happens in the regu-
lar season. And that’s what
we kept telling our girls.

“If we keep doing things
the right way, when the

time is right, which is tour-
nament time, it will pay off.
And right now, we're start-
ing to get hot, and the time
is right.”

Connatser scored 11 of
her 17 points in the first half
and made the first bucket
of the game, a 3-pointer,
with 4:24 remaining in the
first quarter. Burns had 11

of her 16 points after half-
time, and Roberts finished
the contest with 12 points,
including seven in the
second half, for the Lady
Rams, who trailed, 29-25,
at halftime.

Walden led the Lady
Lions with a game-high 21
points, but was held to four
after the break.

Grace was set to play
Christian Academy of
Knoxville on Saturday, but
results were not available
at press time. The Lady
Rams defeated the Lady
Warriors in the regular-sea-
son finale for both teams
on Saturday, Feb. 7.
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TWU was sched-
uled to host No. 2 (and
2025 national runner-
up) University of the
Cumberlands at the TWU
Sports Complex Friday.

Bearden girls
soccer team
recognized

The Lady Bulldogs’ 2025
state championship soccer
team was recognized at
halftime of the boys’ bas-
ketball game Tuesday night.
They had a 20-2-1 record
this past season enroute to
winning their fourth state
title in five years.

Local College
Signees

HALLS
Brody Rogers, Football,
Univ. of Cumberlands

POWELL

Deuce Rodgers, Football,
Univ. of Cumberlands

Brody Naughton, Football,
Univ. of Cumberlands

Ethan Hill, Football, Univ.
of Cumberlands

CARTER

Jody Scruggs, Football,
Georgetown College, KY

Jake Coffey, Football,
Murray State

(To sign Feb. 20 at 3

p.m.)

COURT
NOTICES

NON-RESIDENT
NOTICE

TO: JAMES A. BARGER

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF ROBERT
CAWOOD FABIAN, Plaintiff
VS.

JAMES A. BARGER, Defendant

NO. 212510-1

IN' THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant,
JAMES A. BARGER, a non-resident of the State
of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts cannot
be ascertained upon diligent search and inquiry,
so that the ordinary process of law cannot be
served upon JAMES A. BARGER, it is ordered
that said defendant, JAMES A. BARGER, file an
answer with the Clerk and Master of the Chancery
Court at Knoxville, Tennessee and with Steven K.
Bowling, BPR., an Attorney whose address is 861
Ebenezer Road, P.0. Box 11125 Knoxville, TN
37939-1125, on or before thirty (30) days of the
last date of publication or a judgement by default
will be taken against you and the cause will be set
for hearing Ex-Parte as to you before Chancellor
John F. Weaver at the Knox County Chancery
Court, Division I, 400 Main Street, Knoxville,
Tennessee 37902.

This notice will be published in The Knoxville
Focus newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 21st day of JANUARY, 2026.

J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NON-RESIDENT
NOTICE

TO: EDWARD “BRIAN" WARD

IN RE: JAMI LYN BROWN WARD, Plaintiff
As-
EDWARD “BRIAN" WARD, Defendant

Docket # 163924

IN THE FOURTH CIRCUIT COURT OF KNOX
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this cause, it appearing from the Complaint
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant,
EDWARD “BRIAN" WARD, is a non-resident of
the State of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts
cannot be ascertained upon diligent search and
inquiry, so that the ordinary process of law cannot
be served upon EDWARD “BRIAN" WARD.

IT IS ORDERED that said defendant file
an answer to an action of COMPLAINT FOR

ABSOLUTE DIVORCE filed by JAMI LYN BROWN
WARD, Plaintiff herein, with the Fourth Circuit
Court in Knoxville, Tennessee, and with LARRY
C. VAUGHAN, Plaintiff's Attorney whose
address is 112 DURWOOD RD., KNOXVILLE, TN
37922, within thirty (30) days of the last date of
publication, and if you do not answer or otherwise
respond, a Default Judgment may be entered
against you on the thirtieth (30th) day after the
fourth (4th) publication..

This notice will be published in The Knoxville
Focus for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This is the 16th day of JANUARY, 2026.

Mike Hammond
Clerk

Robert A. Clark
Deputy Clerk

NON-RESIDENT
NOTICE

TO0: UNKNOWN HEIRS OF ANNIE
MAUDE ANDERSON & 0 SYCAMORE
DRIVE, KNOXVILLE, TN
31921

IN RE: KIMALISHEA ANDERSON, Plaintiff
VS.
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF
ANNIE MAUDE ANDERSON &
0 SYCAMORE DRIVE, KNOXVILLE,
TN 37921, Defendant(s)

NO. 2125142

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant,
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF ANNIE MAUDE ANDERSON
&0 SYCAMORE DRIVE, KNOXVILLE, TN 37921, a
non-resident of the State of Tennessee, or whose
whereabouts cannot be ascertained upon diligent
search and inquiry, so that the ordinary process
of law cannot be served upon UNKNOWN HEIRS
OF ANNIE MAUDE ANDERSON & O SYCAMORE
DRIVE, KNOXVILLE, TN 37921, it is ordered
that said defendant, UNKNOWN HEIRS OF
ANNIE MAUDE ANDERSON & 0 SYCAMORE
DRIVE, KNOXVILLE, TN 37921, file an answer
with the Clerk and Master of the Chancery
Court at Knoxville, Tennessee and with Luke D.
Durham, BPR., an Attorney whose address is
265 Brookview Centre Way Drive SW, Knoxville,
TN 37919, on or before thirty (30) days of the
last date of publication or a judgement by default
will be taken against you and the cause will be set
for hearing Ex-Parte as to you before Chancellor
Richard B. Armstrong at the Knox County
Chancery Court, Division I, 400 Main Street,
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902.

This notice will be published in The Knoxville
Focus newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 28th day of JANUARY, 2026.

J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NON-RESIDENT
NOTICE

TO: TERRANCE JOSEPH MCCRAY

IN RE: ASHLEY-ANITA SIERRA, Plaintiff
VS.
TERRANCE JOSEPH MCCRAY, Defendant

NO. 211267-3

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint
filed, which is swom to, that the defendant,
TERRANCE JOSEPH MCCRAY, a non-resident of
the State of Tennessee, or whose whereahouts
cannot be ascertained upon diligent search and
inquiry, so that the ordinary process of law cannot
be served upon TERRANCE JOSEPH MCCRAY,
it is ordered that said defendant, TERRANCE
JOSEPH MCCRAY, file an answer with the Clerk
and Master of the Chancery Court at Knoxville,
Tennessee and with Barbara W. Clark, BPR., an
Attorney whose address is 2415 E. Magnolia
Avenue, Knoxville, TN 37917, on or before thirty
(30) days of the last date of publication or a
judgement by default will be taken against you
and the cause will be set for hearing Ex-Parte as
to you before Chancellor Christopher D. Heagerty
at the Knox County Chancery Court, Division Ill,
400 Main Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902.

This notice will be published in The Knoxville
Focus newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 29th day of JANUARY, 2026.

J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

ORDER OF SERVICE
BY PUBLICATION

TO0: CAMERON POWERS and
CAITLYN ANNE POWERS

IN RE: CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 18;
E.J.A.B - DOB 05/03/2014
W.S.P. - DOB 02/10/2017

P.A.M.T. - DOB 10/08/2020
BY: CANDICE MICHELLE RAINEY and
JAMES PATRICK CROWLEY, Petitioners

vs.
CAMERON POWERS and CAITLYN
ANNE POWERS, Respondents

DOCKET NO. 2025CV141

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ROANE COUNTY,
TENNESSEE

NOTICE TO CAMERON POWERS AND
CAITLYN ANNE POWERS

Candice Michelle Rainey and James Patrick
Crowley have filed a Petition to Terminate
Parental Rights and To Adopt Related Children
against you in Roane County, Tennessee. It
appears that ordinary process of law cannot be
served upon vou because vour whereabouts is

unknown. You are hereby ORDERED to file an
Answer to the Petition to Terminate Parental
Rights and To Adopt Related Children with the
Roane County Circuit Court, 200 E. Race Street
#11, Kingston, Tennessee 37763, and to serve
a copy of that Answer upon Attorney Kevin W.
Shepherd, Shepherd and Lone, P.C ., Counsel for
Candice Michelle Rainey, at 232 Gill Street, Alcoa,
TN 37701, within thirty (30) days of the last date
of publication of this notice. If you fail to do so,
a judgment will be taken against you pursuant
to Tenn. Code Ann. § 36-1 2-117(n), Rule 55 of
the Tenn. R. of Civ. P., and Rules 1 and 39 of
the Tenn. R. of Juv. P. for the relief demanded in
the Petition to Terminate Parental Rights and To
Adopt Related Children. You may view and obtain
a copy of the petition and any other subsequently
filed legal documents in the Roane Court Circuit
Court Clerk's Office at the address shown above.

This notice will be published in The Knoxville
Focus newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 20th day of January, 2026

Michaels S. Pemberton
Circuit Court Judge

NON-RESIDENT
NOTICE

TO: BRIAN ERIC RUSSELL
IN RE: ERIN GABRIELLE RUSSELL, Plaintiff
\s-
BRIAN ERIC RUSSELL, Defendant

Docket # 154748

IN THE FOURTH CIRCUIT COURT OF KNOX
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this cause, it appearing from the Complaint
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant,
BRIAN ERIC RUSSELL, is a non-resident of the
State of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts
cannot be ascertained upon diligent search and
inquiry, so that the ordinary process of law cannot
be served upon BRIAN ERIC RUSSELL.

IT IS ORDERED that said defendant file an
answer to an action of PETITION TO MODIFY
FINAL DECREE OF DIVORCE filed by ERIN
GABRIELLE RUSSELL, Plaintiff herein, with the
Fourth Circuit Court in Knoxville, Tennessee,
and with ANN MOSTOLLER, Plaintiff's Attorney
whose address is 136 S. ILLINOIS AVE., STE. 104,
O0AK RIDGE, TN 37830, within thirty (30) days of
the last date of publication, and if you do not
answer or otherwise respond, a Default Judgment
may be entered against you on the thirtieth (30th)
day after the fourth (4th) publication..

This notice will be published in The Knoxville
Focus for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This the 28th day of JANUARY, 2026.

Mike Hammond
Clerk

Robert A. Clark
Deputy Clerk
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NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF GAYLORD W. ANDERSON
DOCKET NUMBER 92012-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 23 day of
JANUARY, 2026, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of GAYLORD W. ANDERSON, who
died Nov. 20, 2025, were issued to the undersigned
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against his or her estate are required to file the
same with the Clerk and Master of the above
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1){A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 23 day of JANUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF GAYLORD W. ANDERSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MATHA ANDERSON, EXECUTRIX
2803 ARBOR PLACE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37917

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF HENRY F. BERTELKAMP, JR.
DOCKET NUMBER 91972-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 30th day of
JANUARY, 2026, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of HENRY F. BERTELKAMP, JR.,
who died December 19, 2025, were issued to
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required to file
the same with the clerk of the above-named court
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever
barred:

(1){A) Four {4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12), months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 30th day of JANUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF HENRY F. BERTELKAMP, JR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)

WILLIAM D. EDWARDS, EXECUTOR

1111 N. NORTHSHORE DRIVE, SUITE S-700
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DANIEL EDWARD BLANDFORD
DOCKET NUMBER 92008-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 21 day of
JANUARY, 2026, letters administration in respect
of the Estate of DANIEL EDWARD BLANDFORD,
who died Sept. 18, 2025, were issued to the
undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims,
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate are
required to file the same with the Clerk and Master
of the above named court on or before the earlier
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 21 day of JANUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF DANIEL EDWARD BLANDFORD

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
CASSIDY BLANDFORD, ADMINISTRATRIX
107 ORCHARD LANE

OAK RIDGE, TN 37830

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JEWELL STELMO BOSHEARS
DOCKET NUMBER 91980-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 30th day
of JANUARY, 2026, letters of testamentary
in respect of the Estate of JEWELL STELMO
BOSHEARS, who died on the 22nd day of
December, 2025, were issued to the undersigned
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against the estate are required to file the same
with the clerk of the above-named court on or
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1){A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 30th day of JANUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF JEWELL STELMO BOSHEARS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SHERRIE LYNN HANSON

7805 CAMBERLEY DRIVE
POWELL, TN 37849

NEVA M. FOUST, ATTORNEY
4641 CHAMBLISS AVENUE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DAVID ALISTER GRAHAM BYARS
DOCKET NUMBER 91969-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 30th day of

JANUARY, 2026, letters testamentary (or letters

of administration as the case may be) in respect of
the Estate of DAVID ALISTER GRAHAM BYARS,
deceased, who died October 14, 2025, were issued
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and nonresident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required to
file the same in triplicate with the clerk of the
ahove named court on or before the earlier of the
dates prescribed in paragraphs (1) or (2), below,
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice, if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors,
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); o

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This 30th day of JANUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF DAVID ALISTER GRAHAM BYARS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KATHLEEN SUSAN BYARS JONES
500 SUZANNE DRIVE

CLINTON, TN 37716

PHILIP R. CRYE, JR., ATTORNEY
125 N. MAIN STREET
CLINTON, TN 37716

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CHARLOTTE ELLEN
BARNHILL CHERRY
DOCKET NUMBER 91988-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 30th day of
JANUARY, 2026, letters testamentary (or letters
of administration as the case may be) in respect
to the estate of CHARLOTTE ELLEN BARNHILL
CHERRY, who died December 6, 2025, were issued
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the state are required to
file the same with the clerk of court of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication (or posting); or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
{4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This 30th day of JANUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF CHARLOTTE
ELLEN BARNHILL CHERRY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
WELDON EVAN PATTERSON
1752 INVERNESS DRIVE
MARYVILLE, TN 37801

D. ANDREW YORK, ATTORNEY
2701 KINGSTON PIKE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BARBARA DAWN
MCPHERSON STEPHENSON CHUBB
DOCKET NUMBER 91983-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 30th day
of JANUARY, 2026, Letters of Testamentary
in respect of the Estate of BARBARA DAWN
MCPHERSON STEPHENSON CHUBB, who died
on the 23rd day of October, 2025, were issued to
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required to file
the same with the clerk of the above-named court
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 30th day of JANUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF BARBARA DAWN
MCPHERSON STEPHENSON CHUBB

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
RONALD PATRICK MCPHERSON
2230 WAYLAND

KNOXVILLE, TN 37914

S. DAVID LIPSEY, ATTORNEY
1430 ISLAND HOME AVENUE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BLAYR KERBER CORAZZINI
DOCKET NUMBER 92029-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 4th day of
FEBRUARY, 2026, letters testamentary in respect
to the Estate of BLAYR KERBER CORAZZINI,
who died September 27, 2025, were issued to
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required to file
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
date of the publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 4th day of FEBRUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF BLAYR KERBER CORAZZINI

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
RUTHANNE CORAZZINI
3120 ALBERTSON LANE
GREENPORT, NY 11944

TYLER C. HUSKEY, ATTORNEY
2540 SAND PIKE BOULEVARD, SUITE 2

PIGEON FORGE, TN 37863

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF WADE DOUGLAS FARRAR
DOCKET NUMBER 92031-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 30th day of
JANUARY, 2026, Letters Testamentary in respect
of the Estate of WADE DOUGLAS FARRAR, who
died on December 14, 2025, were issued to the
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required to file
the same with the clerk of the above-named court
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 30th day of JANUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF WADE DOUGLAS FARRAR

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SUSAN CAMPBELL

7412 SEVIERVILLE PIKE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

M. SUE WHITE, ATTORNEY
216 PHOENIX CT., SUITED
SEYMOUR TN 37865

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CHARLES ROBERT FERGUSON
DOCKET NUMBER 91992-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 21 day of
JANUARY, 2026, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of CHARLES ROBERT FERGUSON,
who died Nov. 20, 2025, were issued to the
undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. Al
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims,
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate are
required to file the same with the Clerk and Master
of the above named Court on or before the earlier
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 21 day of JANUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF CHARLES ROBERT FERGUSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DONNA FAYE STEWART, EXECUTRIX
7216 BEELER TOWN ROAD

POWELL, TN 37849

WILLIAM T. DANIEL, ATTORNEY
8303 HEISKELL ROAD
POWELL, TN 37849

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF STEPHEN LEE FLESHMAN
DOCKET NUMBER 91971-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 30th day of
JANUARY, 2026, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of STEVEN LEE FLESHMAN, who
died on the 4th day of August, 2025, were issued
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required to file
the same with the clerk of the above-named court
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
{4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 30th day of JANUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF STEVEN LEE FLESHMAN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
LAURI ANN FLESHMAN-AHMED
4816 ELM VIEW DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37921

NEVA M. FOUST, ATTORNEY
4641 CHAMBLISS AVENUE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF KENNETH RAY FORD, SR.
DOCKET NUMBER 91973-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 30th day
of JANUARY, 2026, letters of administration in
respect of the Estate of KENNETH RAY FORD,
SR., who died December 25, 2025 were issued
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required to file
the same with the clerk of the above-named court
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s
date of death.

This the 30th day of JANUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF KENNETH RAY FORD, SR.
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)

NIA N. GRAY
19200 WEST KIMBALL RD.

PIERSON, MI 49339

DANIEL F. WILKINS, ATTORNEY
7632 GLEASON DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARY KATE FOSTER
DOCKET NUMBER 92002-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 21 day of
JANUARY, 2026, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of MARY KATE FOSTER, who died
Nov. 13, 2025, were issued to the undersigned
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against his or her estate are required to file the
same with the Clerk and Master of the above
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 21 day of JANUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF MARY KATE FOSTER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SUSAN REBEKAH COKER, EXECUTRIX
7714 NORRIS FWY.

KNOXVILLE, TN 37938

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF EDNA GREENE
DOCKET NUMBER 31904-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 29th day of
JANUARY, 2026, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of EDNA GREENE, who died November
25, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County,
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident,
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the
estate are required to file the same with the clerk
of the above named court on or before the earlier
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their
claims will be forever barred:

(1){A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 29th day of JANUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF EDNA GREENE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
BRENDA CROWE

5933 WINDTRACE LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37914

ROBERT W. WILKINSON, ATTORNEY
CHRJSTY WHITE, ATTORNEY

P. 0. BOX 4415

0AK RIDGE, TN 37831-4415

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ANNIE RUTH HILL
DOCKET NUMBER 91975-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 3rd day of
FEBRUARY, 2026, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of ANNIE RUTH HILL, who died
October 6, 2025, were issued to the undersigned
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against the estate are required to file the same
with the clerk of the above-named court on or
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1){A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 3rd day of FEBRUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF ANNIE RUTH HILL

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MARGUERITE M. CARINI

4158 FOREST GLEN DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

BRENDEN S. MORIARTY, ATTORNEY
1111 N. NORTHSHORE DRIVE, SUITE S-700
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JEFFERY KINCAID
DOCKET NUMBER 92004-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of
JANUARY, 2026, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of JEFFERY KINCAID, who died Nov.
9, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against his or her estate are required to file the
same with the Clerk and Master of the above
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 22 day of JANUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF JEFFERY KINCAID

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ERICA K. BROUGHTON, EXECUTRIX

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Knox County Commission shall receive letters and resumés/credentials from candidates
seeking an appointment to one (1) vacancy to serve an unfulfilled term expiring September 30,
2028 on the Knox County Sheriff's Office Employees’ Merit System Board of Directors. Resumés
should be submitted by mail, fax, e-mail or hand-delivered no later than Wednesday, March 11,

2026 at 4:00 pm to:

Office of the Knox County Commission
Suite 603, City County Building
400 Main Street
Knoxville, TN 37902
Phone: 215-2534
FAX: 215-2038
E-mail: commission@knoxcounty.org

The Knox County Commission will interview candidates at the Commission Optional Agenda
Review meeting on Monday, March 16, 2026 at 3:00 p.m. in the Main Assembly Room of the City-

County Building, 400 West Main Street.

The Commission’s appointment shall be considered during the regularly scheduled meeting of the
Knox County Commission on Monday, March 23, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. in the Main Assembly Room of

the City-County Building, 400 West Main Street.

The following provisions apply in accordance with Ordinances 0-22-6-103 and 0-25-9-101:

. Membership is completely voluntary, and members will receive no compensation for

their service.

. The board meets quarterly, unless a special-called meeting is held.

. Applicants must be over 21 years of age; of good moral character; a citizen of the United
States and the State of Tennessee; and a resident of Knox County.

. No person shall be eligible to serve as a member on the Merit System Board of Directors
if they have previously been employed by the Knox County Sheriff's Office department
within the five (5) calendar years preceding his/her appointment by the Commission, or
if any member of such person's immediate family is or becomes employed by the Knox
County Sheriff's Office at any time during such person’s term of service as a member of
the board council. For purposes of this section, “immediate family” shall include spouse,
parent, grandparent, siblings, in-laws, or children

. Members will be required to attend an Ethics training provided by the Knox County
Human Resources Department, as required of all employees of Knox County.

. The County Commission finds that the actual or apparent political influence on the
members of the Merit System Board is injurious to the credibility of the board and
undermines its mission as an apolitical civil service system for KCSO employees.
Therefore, membership on the Merit System Board shall be conditioned upon the

following:

o No person holding a position on the Merit System Board shall take an active part in
any political campaign while a member of the Merit System Board.

o No member of the Merit System Board shall solicit money for political campaigns.

o No member of the Merit System Board shall make any public endorsement of any
candidate in any campaign for elected office.

o A'member of the Merit System Board shall not use such position to reflect the
member’s personal political feelings as those of the Sheriff's department or to exert
any pressure on anyone to influence that person’s political views.

o No member of the Merit System Board shall display any political advertising or
paraphernalia on such person’s body or automobile while conducting business on
behalf of the Merit System Board. However, nothing in this part shall be construed
to prohibit or prevent any such employee Board Member from becoming or
continuing to be a member of a political club or organization and enjoying all the
rights and privileges of such membership or from attending any political meetings
while not on duty. Such employee Board Member shall not be denied freedom in

the casting of a vote.

o During a Merit System Board Member's term of service, should that Member take
active steps toward becoming a political candidate, such member shall immediately

resign from the Board of Directors.

1330 GATEWOOD LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LESTER NEAL KNIGHT
DOCKET NUMBER 92010-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of
JANUARY, 2026, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of LESTER NEAL KNIGHT, who died
Nov. 13, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against his or her estate are required to file the
same with the Clerk and Master of the above
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1){A) Four {4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 22 day of JANUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF LESTER NEAL KNIGHT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ROB CAMERON, EXECUTOR
8931 COLCHESTER RIDGE ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PATRICIA LOU LAWSON
DOCKET NUMBER 91861-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 3rd day
of FEBRUARY, 2026, letters of administration in
respect of the Estate of PATRICIA LOU LAWSON,
who died September 17, 2025, were issued to
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required to file
the same with the clerk of the above-named court
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever
barred:

(1){A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the credit received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 3rd day of FEBRUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF PATRICIA LOU LAWSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DONALD RAY HAYES, JR.
10005 OLD RUTLEDGE PIKE
MASCOT, TN 37806

EVAN M. NEWMAN, ATTORNEY
P.0.BOX 6
RUTLEDGE, TN 37861

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF RONALD BOYD LYNN
DOCKET NUMBER 92005-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 28 day of
JANUARY, 2026, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of RONALD BOYD LYNN, who died
Nov. 26, 2025, were issued to the undersigned
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against his or her estate are required to file the
same with the Clerk and Master of the above
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1){A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty

(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 28 day of JANUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF RONALD BOYD LYNN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
RONALD GREGG LYNN, EXECUTOR
1113 SUMMERFIELD DRIVE
MARYVILLE, TN 37801

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CHARLES L. MCCARTER
DOCKET NUMBER 91862-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 30th day
of JANUARY, 2026, letters of testamentary in
respect of the Estate of CHARLES L. MCCARTER,
who died October 31, 2025, were issued to the
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required to file
the same with the clerk of the above named court
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from Decedent's date
of death.

This 30th day of JANUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF CHARLES L. MCCARTER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
LOUISE M. COULTER

468 CREEKSIDE WAY

LENOIR CITY, TN 37771

BROOKE GIVENS, ATTORNEY
110 COGDILL ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF VERNIE LOUISE MILLER
DOCKET NUMBER 91999-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 4th day of
FEBRUARY, 2026, Letters of Testamentary in
respect of the Estate of VERNIE LOUISE MILLER,
who died on the 13th day of September, 2025,
were issued to the undersigned by the Chancery
Court, Probate Division, of Knox County,
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident,
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the
estate are required to file the same with the clerk
of the above-named court on or before the earlier
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 4th day of FEBRUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF VERNIE LOUISE MILLER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
LYNN MILLER

526 JOSHUA DRIVE
DANDRIDGE, TN 37725-4659

S. DAVID LIPSEY, ATTORNEY
1430 ISLAND HOME AVENUE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920
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NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JAMES 0. V. NATIONS, JR.
DOCKET NUMBER 92001-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day
of JANUARY, 2026, letters testamentary in
respect of the Estate of JAMES 0. V. NATIONS,
JR., who died Nov. 30, 2025, were issued to
the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims,
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate
are required to file the same with the Clerk and
Master of the above named Court on or before
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2),
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 22 day of JANUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF JAMES 0. V. NATIONS, JR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ANGELA ATTAWAY, EXECUTRIX
172 LOU PAGE LANE
RICHMOND HILL, GA 31324

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ROGER JAMES RYBURN,
alkla ROGER JAMES RYBURN, SR.
DOCKET NUMBER 91996-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 4th day
of FEBRUARY, 2026, letters of testamentary in
respect of the Estate of ROGER JAMES RYBURN,
alkla ROGER JAMES RYBURN, SR., who died
on the 30th day of June 2025, were issued to
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 4th day of FEBRUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF ROGER JAMES RYBURN,
alk/a ROGER JAMES RYBURN, SR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ROGER JAMES RYBURN, JR.
1116 HARBOUR DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

NEVA M. FOUST, ATTORNEY
4641 CHAMBLISS AVENUE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF GRACE D. SCHIRMER
DOCKET NUMBER 92009-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 23 day of
JANUARY, 2026, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of GRACE D. SCHIRMER, who died
Aug. 2, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident
and non-resident, having claims, matured or
unmatured, against his or her estate are required
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the
above named Court on or before the earlier of
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 23 day of JANUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF GRACE D. SCHIRMER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
LORIL. SCHIRMER, EXECUTRIX
3525 BLUFF POINT DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JEFFREY LANCE SMITH
DOCKET NUMBER 91985-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 30th day
of JANUARY, 2026, Letters of Administration in
respect to the Estate of JEFFREY LANCE SMITH,
who died on December 19, 2025, were issued to
ROBYN KILBY SMITH by the Chancery Court,
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims,
matured or unmatured, against said Estate are
required to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1){A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication (or posting as the case may be) of this
Notice if the creditor received an actual copy of this
Notice to Creditors at least sixty (60) days before
the date that is four (4) months from the date of the
first publication or posting; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the Notice to Creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the Notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of the first publication (or
posting) as described in (1) (A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 30th day of JANUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF JEFFREY LANCE SMITH

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ROBYN KILBY SMITH

4318 FRENCH ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

ERIN A. WHITE, ATTORNEY
300 MONTVUE RD.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF EDWARD EBERHARD WALPORT
DOCKET NUMBER 91987-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 30th day of
JANUARY, 2026, letters testamentary (or letters
of administration as the case may) in respect to
the Estate of EDWARD EBERHARD WALPORT,
who died December 10, 2025, were issued to
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured or
unmatured, against the estate are required to file
the same with the clerk of the above-named court
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1)
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four {4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication (or posting); or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This 30th day of JANUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF EDWARD EBERHARD WALPORT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KAREN M. HAGENOW

456 SUGARWOOD DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

D. ANDREW YORK, ATTORNEY
2701 KINGSTON PIKE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ALLAN MICKEY WEBB,
aka ALLAN MICKEY WEBB, Il
DOCKET NUMBER 91945-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 30th day
of JANUARY, 2026, Letters of Administration in
respect to the Estate of ALLAN MICKEY WEBB, aka
ALLAN MICKEY WEBB, II, who died on December
3, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court, Probate
Division of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and nonresident, having claims, matured or
unmatured, against the estate are required to file
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1){A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months. from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s
date of death.

This the 30th day of JANUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF ALLAN MICKEY WEBB,
AKA ALLAN MICKEY WEBB, II

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)

ALAN MICKEY WEBB, Iil

21030 PACIFIC CITY CIRCLE, UNIT 3310
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92648

H. STEPHEN GILLMAN, ATTORNEY
P.0.BOX 870
KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LOIS WELCH
DOCKET NUMBER 92011-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 21 day of
JANUARY, 2026, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of LOIS WELCH, who died Nov. 6,
2025, were issued to the undersigned by the Clerk
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County,
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident,
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his
or her estate are required to file the same with the
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1){A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
{4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death

This the 21 day of JANUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF LOIS WELCH

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
GARY M. WELCH, EXECUTOR
604 RACCOON VALLEY ROAD NE
HEISKELL, TN 37754

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DEWEY LYNN FOULK, JR.
DOCKET NUMBER 92027-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 10th day
of FEBRUARY, 2026, letters of administration
in respect of the Estate of DEWEY LYNN FOULK,
JR., who died on August 9, 2025, were issued
to the undersigned by Chancery Court for Knox
County, Tennessee Probate Division. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured or
unmatured, against the estate are required to file
the same with the clerk of the above-named court
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1)
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1){A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 10th day of FEBRUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF DEWEY LYNN FOULK, JR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
STEPHEN FOULK

2224 TOMASSEE DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

L. ERIC EBBERT, ATTORNEY

PAUL F. HANNAN, ATTORNEY

9145 CROSS PARK DRIVE, STE. 103
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF VELMA RUTH GLOVER
DOCKET NUMBER 92069-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 10th day of
FEBRUARY, 2026, Letters Testamentary in respect
of the Estate of VELMA RUTH GLOVER, who died
on July 15, 2025, were issued to the undersigned
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against the Estate are required to file the same with
the clerk of the above-named Court on or before the
earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise
their claims will be forever barred:

(1){A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 10th day of FEBRUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF VELMA RUTH GLOVER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JONATHAN T. DONNELLY, EXECUTOR
5033 MAGIC LANTERN DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

RICHARD T. SCRUGHAM, JR., ATTORNEY
550 WEST MAIN STREET, SUITE 500
KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF NATALIE LEACH HASLAM
DOCKET NUMBER 92075-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 10th day
of FEBRUARY, 2026, letters testamentary in
respect of the Estate of NATALIE LEACH HASLAM,
who died January 16, 2026, were issued to the
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured or
unmatured, against the estate are required to file
the same with the clerk of the above-named court
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1)
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1){A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
{4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 10th day of FEBRUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF NATALIE LEACH HASLAM

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JAMES A. HASLAM, Il, EXECUTOR
510 UNION AVENUE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

WILLIAM D. EDWARDS, ATTORNEY
1111 N. NORTHSHORE DRIVE, SUITE S-700
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ALLEN LEE HOWELL, I
DOCKET NUMBER 92057-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of
FEBRUARY, 2026, letters administration in respect
of the Estate of ALLEN LEE HOWELL, Il, who died
Nov. 29, 2025, were issued to the undersigned
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against his or her estate are required to file the same
with the Clerk and Master of the above named court
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1)
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1){A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 6 day of FEBRUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF ALLEN LEE HOWELL, Il

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
CAMERON HOWELL, CO-ADMINISTRATOR
217 COUNTYSIDE CIRCLE, APT. 55A
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

CANDRA HOWELL, CO-ADMINISTRATOR
3356 BEAVER GLADE LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37931

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PRISCILLA ANN KIRBY
DOCKET NUMBER 92033-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of
FEBRUARY, 2026, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of PRISCILLA ANN KIRBY, who died
Dec. 16, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against his or her estate are required to file the
same with the Clerk and Master of the above
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1){A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 6 day of FEBRUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF PRISCILLA ANN KIRBY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
PHILLIP DAVID KIRBY, EXECUTOR
231 GREEN HARBOR ROAD, UNIT 24
OLD HICKORY, TN 37138

JON'S. JABLONSKI, ATTORNEY
320 SEVEN SPRINGS WAY, SUITE 250
BRENTWOOD, TN 37027

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF WANDA CODY MATTHEWS
DOCKET NUMBER 92051-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of
FEBRUARY, 2026, letters administration in respect
of the Estate of WANDA CODY MATTHEWS, who
died Nov. 6, 2025, were issued to the undersigned
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against his or her estate are required to file the same
with the Clerk and Master of the above named court
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1)
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 6 day of FEBRUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF WANDA CODY MATTHEWS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ELAN MATTHEWS, ADMINISTRATOR
4924 LONAS DRIVE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37909

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CATHY TERESA MONDAY
DOCKET NUMBER 92036-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of
FEBRUARY, 2026, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of CATHY TERESA MONDAY, who
died Nov. 12, 2025, were issued to the undersigned
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against his or her estate are required to file the
same with the Clerk and Master of the above
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims wil
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 6 day of FEBRUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF CATHY TERESA MONDAY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SHASTA MCGILL, EXECUTRIX
1097 HOLSTON SHORES DRIVE
RUTLEDGE, TN 37861

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PATSY NELSON PRITCHETT
DOCKET NUMBER 92060-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of
FEBRUARY, 2026, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of PATSY NELSON PRITCHETT, who
died Dec. 13, 2025, were issued to the undersigned
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against his or her estate are required to file the
same with the Clerk and Master of the above
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims wil
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
{4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 6 day of FEBRUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF PATSY NELSON PRITCHETT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
VICKI P. KIEFFER, EXECUTRIX
421 ALLEN ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOHN WILLIAM SPARGO
DOCKET NUMBER 92042-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of
FEBRUARY, 2026, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of JOHN WILLIAM SPARGO, who
died Dec. 13, 2025, were issued to the undersigned
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against his or her estate are required to file the
same with the Clerk and Master of the above
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 6 day of FEBRUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF JOHN WILLIAM SPARGO

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KIMBERLY DIANE SPARGO, EXECUTRIX
3530 BIG SPRINGS ROAD

MARYVILLE, TN 37801

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ROBERT LEE TOWLE
DOCKET NUMBER 92018-1
Notice is hereby given that on the 10th day
of FEBRUARY, 2026, letters of administration
in respect of the Estate of ROBERT LEE TOWLE,
who died on December 7, 2025, were issued to
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured or

unmatured, against the estate are required to file
the same with the clerk of the above-named court
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1)
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A) above; or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the Decedent's
date of death.

This the 10th day of FEBRUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF ROBERT LEE TOWLE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JULIA TOWLE LUCK

9400 TURF ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

WILLIAM R. RAY, ATTORNEY
1356 PAPERMILL POINTE WAY
KNOXVILLE, TN 37909

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARTHA CARMON WALKER
DOCKET NUMBER 92066-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of
FEBRUARY, 2026, letters administration in respect
of the Estate of MARTHA CARMON WALKER, who
died Jan. 6, 2026, were issued to the undersigned
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against his or her estate are required to file the same
with the Clerk and Master of the above named court
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1)
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 6 day of FEBRUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF MARTHA CARMON WALKER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JEFFREY C. WALKER, ADMINISTRATOR
6719 ALKISON LANE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37931

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ALVIN JAMES WYRICK, JR.
DOCKET NUMBER 92000-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of
FEBRUARY, 2026, letters administration in respect
of the Estate of ALVIN JAMES WYRICK, JR., who
died Dec. 7, 2025, were issued to the undersigned
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against his or her estate are required to file the same
with the Clerk and Master of the above named court
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1)
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first
publication of this notice if the creditor received an
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's
date of death.

This the 6 day of FEBRUARY, 2026.

ESTATE OF ALVIN JAMES WYRICK, JR

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
COURTNEY LINDSTROM, ADMINISTRATRIX
603 CULVAHOUSE CIRCLE

TEN MILE, TN 37880

MISC. NOTICES

LEGAL SECTION 94

Knox County will receive bids for the following
items and services:

RFP 3716, DISTRIBUTED ANTENNA
SYSTEM, Due 3/13/26

For additional information call 865-215-5777,
stop by the Procurement Division, 1000 North
Central St Suite 100, Knoxvile, TN 37917,
or visit our website: www.knoxcounty.org/
procurement. To bid on Knox County surplus items,
g0 to www.govdeals.com.

PUBLIC NOTICE

THE KNOX COUNTY ETHICS
COMMITTEE SUBCOMMITTEE
WILL MEET ON WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 25, 2026, AT 8:30 A.M.
IN THE MAIN ASSEMBLY ROOM
OF THE CITY-COUNTY BLDG.,
400 W. MAIN STREET, KNOXVILLE, TN 37802

AGENDA

. CALLTO ORDER | ROLL CALL
. DEVOTIONAL
. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG
. APPROVAL OF JANUARY 28, 2026,
MINUTES
5. CONSIDERATION OF THE
COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW AND REVISION
OF THE KNOX COUNTY CODE OF ETHICS:
https:/lknoxcounty.orglethics/
6. CONSIDERATION OF MEMBER
GOODPASTER'S DRAFT FLOW CHART
7. PUBLIC FORUM (Agenda items only and
limited to 3 minutes per speaker for the
first 10 people signed up at meeting)
8. ADJOURNMENT

SN =

NOTE: ALL AGENDA ITEMS ARE
SUBJECT TO A VOTE.

PUBLIC NOTICE

THE KNOX COUNTY BEER BOARD SHALL
MEET IN REGULAR SESSION ON WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 25, 2026, AT 4:00 P.M. IN THE
MAIN ASSEMBLY ROOM OF THE CITY-COUNTY
BUILDING, MAIN AVENUE.

1. ROLLCALL:

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG:

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

4. PUBLIC FORUM: (AGENDA ITEMS
ONLY)

NOTE: Those wishing to speak regarding any Beer
Board agenda item can sign up via the Commission
website at commission.knoxcounty.org, by emailing
Kathy.dailey@knoxcounty.org or calling the Clerk's
Office at 865-215-3441. The deadline to sign up to
speak is Tuesday, February 24, 2026, at 4:00 p.m.
5. SWEARING IN OF INDIVIDUALS WHO

PLAN TO TESTIFY:

6. APPLICATIONS:

6a. Griddle Gourmet TN LLC.................
Griddle Gourmet
1403 Bexhill Dr.
Knoxville, TN 37922
On/Off Premises
(District 4)

6b. S & K Enterprises, LLC...................
Corn Pone Tavern

7715 Clinton Hwy.

Powell, TN 37849

On Premises

(District 6)

7. CONSIDERATION OF SUSPENSION/

REVOCATION OF THE  BEER
PERMIT FOR THE FOLLOWING
ESTABLISHMENTS:

7a. Food City #688,

7202 Maynardville Hwy., District 7,
KVAT Food Stores, Inc., owner

1st offense - January 20, 2026
Beer Permit issued August 23, 1999

7b. Julies Fuel Stop,

3522 E. Gov. John Sevier Hwy.,

District 9, Mr. Daxesh Soni, owner

1st offense - January 20, 2026

Beer Permit issued February 1, 2023
8. ADJOURNMENT:

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Knox County Investment Committee
meeting has been rescheduled to Thursday,
February 19, 2026 from 10:00 - 11:45 A.M. on the
6th Floor, Room 615, Mayor's Conference Room in
the City-County Building.

AGENDA
1.) Call to Order.
2) Approval of Minutes from October, 2025
Meeting.
3.) Justin Biggs, Trustee's Report.
4.) Review of investment portfolio performance
of bond proceeds and other funds invested with
Raymond James.
5.) Discussion.

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE

The owners and/or lienholders of the following
vehicles are hereby notified of their rights to pay all
charges and reclaim said vehicles being held at the
storage lot of 24/7 Towing and Recovery. Failure to
reclaim these vehicles will be deemed a waiver of
rights and titles along with consent to dispose of
said vehicles at public auction on March 5, 2026 at
200 E. Inskip Rd., Knoxville TN 37912. Vehicles wil
be sold "AS IS" with no warranty.

2017 Kia Sorento
VIN# 5XYPG4A30HG272337
James Newton Roop, Jr. | Credit Acceptance Corp.

2003 Honda CBR 660RR
VIN# JH2PC37083M000684
Omni Y. Guzman Casalegno | Pistons Auto Sales

2010 Ford Connect Transit
VIN# NMOLSBAN4AT012346
Eduardo B. Reyes Sosa

2003 Hyundai Sante Fe GLS
VIN# KM8SG13D33U548118
Marvin Giovanni Romero Palacios

PUBLIC NOTICE

Application for title:

THOMAS ABSHIRE hereby serves notice that
he/she intends to apply for a title on a vehicle
described as follows: 2000 Honda CRV EX, Vehicle
Identification Number JHLRD1867YC054970. Any
and all parties holding an interest in said vehicle
must contact Thomas Abshire by certified mail,
return receipt requested, within ten (10) business
days of the date of this publication to 5851 Solar
Drive, Knoxville, TN 37921.

Published in The Knoxville Focus Monday,
February 16, 2026

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE

The owner and for lien holders of the following
vehicle is hereby notified of their rights to pay all
charges and reclaim said vehicle being held at
701 Cooper St., Knoxville, TN 37917. Failure to
reclaim this vehicle will be deemed a waiver of al
rights, title, and consent to dispose of said vehicle
at public auction on February 23, 2026 at 701
Cooper St., Knoxville, TN 37917.

1."12 SUBARU OUTBACK 4S4BRCAC5C3224534
(DAVE ROGERS | EASTMAN CREDIT UNION)

2. ‘07 DODGE RAM  1D7HA18P47S250918
(CRAIG COLIN)

3. '19 FORD FIESTA  3FADP4AJOKM140485
(AMANDA VALENTIN | BRIDGECREST)

4."12 MINI COOPER  WMWZC3C52CWP20177
(LEVI GELVIS)

5. 12 VW PASSAT
(CHAD HARRIS)

6."99 HYUNDAI SONATA KMHWF35V6XA 109531
(MICHAEL ANDERSON)

7. 14 TOYOTA CAMRY 4T1BF1FK3EU836208
(GEORGE WALSH)

8. ‘09 ACURA MDX 2HNYD28649H524301
(LOGAN BUTLER)

9. 16 CHEVY CRUZE 1G1BE5SM2G7272048
(JENNIFER VALLE RONDON COLMENARES)

10. 10 FORD EDGE 2FMDK4JC5ABB49222
(SHYANN WAGGONER)

11. "14 LEXUS 1S350 JTHBE1D28E5000414
(GABRIEL BARKER | KIMBERLY CRUZ |
SANTANDER)

12.'05 DODGE DAKOTA 1D7HE48N75S186892
(NAIYF AOUDA)

13.13 HONDA ACCORD 1HGCR2F73DA179655
(MADELINE SCHAPPEL)
14. 10 BMW 535i
(NICHOLAS CALLAWAY)
15. ‘01 CHEVY MALIBU 1G1NE52J316223389
(RICHARD BRADLEY)

16. 14 NISSAN ALTIMA 1N4AL3APSEC297345
(STEPHANIE KENNEMORE)
17. '15 HONDA CIvIC
(LORI ANDERSON)

18. 12 HONDA CIVIC 2HGFB2F52CH313748

1VWBP7A34CC055492

WBANW1C57AC168152

19XFB2F55FE267895

(PETRONA BALTAZAR JUAN)

19. ‘98 FORD F150 1FTZF1767WNB94172
(LARRY & EDRA HEACOCK)

20. ‘02 NISSAN FRONTIER

1NBED29X22C333742 (PAULA TIDLER)

21."17 JEEP CHEROKEE 1C4PJMDB4HW527790
(LORI COLEMAN | ONE MAIN FINANCIAL)

22."17 FORD EXPLORER 1FM5K8GT9HGBA2862
(JOSHUA JONES)

23.'20 NISSAN ALTIMA 1N4BLACV2LN319993
(RAUL CANO / GLOBAL LENDING SVCS)

24.'22 HYUNDAI KONA KM8K62AB3NU804355
(AMBER RATHMELL | ALLISSA KENNEDY | TVA)
25. ‘23 AUDI RS7 WUAPCBF28PN901675
(VW CREDIT | HEELEX LLC | JEFFERSON
SCARBROUGH)

26. ‘05 FORD F250 1FTSW21P25EB26031
(TRAVIS OR KALLYN ADALINE)



	021626_FCF_A_1-4
	021626_FCF_B_1-4
	021626_FCF_C_1-6

