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Candidates 
react to wins at 
Crowne Plaza 

By Ken Lay

 Garrett Holt’s perseverance 
has finally paid off.

In his third run for public office, 
Holt was victorious in his bid for 
the Knox County Commission At-
Large Seat 11 Thursday night 
after an unsuccessful run for 
city council in 2022 and another 
failed run for Knox County Com-
mission District 4 seat in 2024.

“I’ll have 513,000 bosses, 
and I can’t wait to get to work 
for every one of them,” said Holt, 
who defeated Democrat Vivian 
Underwood Shipe and indepen-
dent David Velarde Thursday 
night. “I’m excited, and now the 
campaign is over and now the 
real work begins, and I can’t wait 
to get to work.

“The third time’s the charm and 
for me, it’s about getting to work 
and serving the people of Knox 
County. This is really kind of sur-
real in a good way.”

Holt was one of several Repub-
licans to celebrate a victory on 
Election Night at the Crowne 
Plaza in Downtown Knoxville. 
He’ll take office on Sept. 1.

Nick McBride will be the next 

Knox County Trustee. The cur-
rent register of deeds promised 
to bring trust back to the office.

“The trustee (Justin Biggs) sur-
rendered 12 vehicles, and that 
was the right thing to do,” said 
McBride, who defeated Demo-
crat Stephen Hood. “That was 
the first thing that I was going to 
do when I took office.

“I said it before, and I’ll say it 
again. When I was the register 
of deeds, my door was always 
open. It will be the same as trust-
ee. My door will always be open. 
I’m not just saying it. I mean it. I 
look forward to putting my staff 
together and the transition. I take 
office on Sept. 1, and the tax bills 
have to go out Oct. 1, and they’re 
coming.”

On the Knox County Board 
of Education, incumbent Steve 
Triplett was re-elected to repre-
sent District 7 as he defeated 
Democrat Amy Fenner.

“It’s my honor to serve District 
7 on the school board,” Triplett 
said. “I want to thank God, and I 
will continue to serve Him, and I 
want to thank the people of Dis-
trict 7.

“The school board is going to 
look a little different, and you’re 
going to have some different 
people, and we’ll have to figure 
out a way to work together.”
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WE’RE BACK
Come see Edith at our new location.

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

For over three decades, 
the Daniel family practiced 
law out of an office locat-
ed in downtown Knoxville 
and, less than a year ago, 
the family firm moved to a 
new building in Powell. The 
move takes the family law 
practice back to its roots.

Brothers Todd and Jeff 
Daniel talked about the 
move onto land at the 
family homestead in Powell. 
The Daniels Law Firm will 
soon be joined by the 4th 
generation of Daniel kin in 
the legal profession; Jack-
son is in his final year of law 
school, and the new build-
ing at 8303 Heiskell Road 

in Powell has an office wait-
ing for him. 

After working downtown 
for 33 years, both broth-
ers are surprised by the 
increase in walk-in clients. 
Their father, Zane, estab-
lished the Daniel Law 
Office in Knoxville, and 
when Jackson joins the 
firm, he will operate from 
behind the desk that every 
Daniel lawyer has practiced 
behind since his grandfa-
ther.

Todd says of the new 
location, “It’s a commu-
nity,” and the new office 
offers more personaliza-
tion for clients. “Our father 
created this whole thing to 
help people,” he added.

Jeff said walk-ins are 

welcome and anyone may 
contact the Daniel Law firm 
by calling 865-546-4292 
and learn more at their 
website, knoxtnattorneys.
com. He noted that active 
clients are also given the 
cell numbers of the lawyer 
handling their case. 

Todd said that in some 
instances, the firm acts 
not only as counsel but as 
a counselor to prospective 
and active clients, knowing 
how a case can affect their 
lives. 

“If you can’t get them 
out, we’ll get in there 
with you,” Jackson said, 
repeating a saying passed 
down through the family 
of attorneys. The Daniel 
family often mixes humor 

because “you have to be 
able to laugh,” Jeff said.

“We don’t make facts 
up. We say, ’Prepare and 
do the best you can,’” he 
commented. 

The Daniel Law Firm spe-
cializes in criminal defense 
and personal injury cases 
as well as wills, estates and 
family law. 

Downtown congestion, 
paid parking and an uninvit-
ing location are no longer in 
the equation. Todd walked 
outside and looked across 
the road to a house and 
several barns and pointed 
out a rooster crowing. The 
Daniel Law Firm is at home 
in Powell, busy and happy. 

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Nearly 90,000 regis-
tered Knox County voters 
participated in the state 
primary and state and 
county general election 
and selected Marsha 
Blackburn as the Repub-
lican nominee and Jerri 
Green as the Democratic 
nominee for governor. The 
two will face each other 
in the November general 
election. 

A very large number of 
people voted early, and 
Thursday’s Election Day 
had a substantial show-
ing as well. “Turnout has 
picked up as the day has 
gone on. Many places 
have lines now, but they’re 
not too long,” Election 
Administrator Chris Davis 
told The Focus during the 
final hours of Election Day. 

Most of the local atten-
tion was on the general 
election for Knox County 
Mayor, Commission and 
School Board. Republi-
can Betsy Henderson will 
become the county’s first 
female executive, defeat-
ing Democrat Beau Hawk 

by only 4,354 votes. 
Democrats added one 

more party member to the 
Knox County Commission 
with Brandon Huckaby’s 
victory over Sheri Super 
for the District 3 seat. 
Republicans Barry Beeler, 
Justin D. Cofer and Gar-
rett Holt won their races 
for commission seats in 
Districts 7, 10 and 11, 
respectively. 

In the races for the Knox 
County Board of Educa-
tion, Democrat Breyauna 
Holloway won with 77.57% 
of the vote in District 1. 
Democrats Katherine 
Bike and Brandy Jenkins 
won in Districts 4 and 9 
by 52.85% and 51.96% 
of the vote. Republican 
school board nominees 
Lee Ann Eaves of District 
6 and Steve Triplett in Dis-
trict 7 also won their bids. 

The race for Farragut 
mayor was close, with 
unofficial results show-
ing Alex Cain with 3,099 
votes to Louise Povlin’s 
3,034 votes. In the race 
for aldermen, Joey Ruffalo 
got 51.58% in Ward 1 and 
Greg Wiberley won in Ward 
2 with 51.79% of the vote.

Henderson wins 
tight Knox County 
Mayoral Race

Daniel Law Firm excited to be in Powell

Jeff, Jackson and Todd Daniel stand outside their new Daniel Law Firm office in Powell. After 33 years in downtown 
Knoxville, the Daniels love their new location and are excited about the future. Photo by Mike Steely.

‘Third time’s the charm’ for Garrett Holt

PHOTO BY KEN LAY.

Garrett Holt addresses suporters at the Republican watch party in Downtown Knoxville. He was elected to 
the at-large Seat 11 on the Knox County Commission. This was Holt’s third attempt at public service, He 
also ran for City Council in 2022 and narrowly lost a county commission bid for District 4 in 2024. 
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By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Knoxville city voters 
may see two proposals on 
November’s ballot, each 
calling for the way city 
leaders are elected. Both 
amendments to the City 
Charter passed on their 
first readings at Tuesday’s 
city council meeting follow-
ing a long discussion on 
each.

One ballot question 
would ask voters if a can-
didate for council who gets 

50 percent plus one vote 
in the non-partisan prima-
ry should be declared the 
winner and not face a sec-
ond-place opponent in a 
general election. The pri-
mary candidate would be 
the winner, but questions 
arose about possible write-
in candidates. That ballot 
question passed 6-3. The 
measure was sponsored 
by six council members. 
Voting “No” were council 
members Amelia Parker, 
Denzel Grant and Doug 

Lloyd.
The second ballot ques-

tion basically deals with 
how a tie in the primary 
or general election would 
be decided. The city coun-
cil could choose a winner 
or, if time permits, a run-
off election could be held.  
The “tie” ordinance change 
was sponsored by Coun-
cilwoman At-large Amelia 
Parker and the first reading 
passed in a split 5-4 vote.

One or both ballot ques-
tions must be approved this 

month in order to appear 
on the November ballot.

In other action, the coun-
cil voted to permit the police 
department to accept 
$31,069 from the Down-
town Knoxville Alliance for 
cameras to be placed in 
the Market Square area. 
Chief Paul Noel answered 
questions about the cam-
eras. Councilman Denzel 
Grant asked about the pro-
cess and camera locations, 
and Noel said the camer-
as would go up on Market 
Square and Gay Street in 
three or four locations, with 
some overlooking Krutch 
Park. Noel added the cam-
eras do not have face rec-
ognition or license plate 
readers. 

Ijams Nature Center was 
contracted for $60,000 to 
clean up the Tennessee 
River from First, Second 
and Third Creeks to the 
center and recruit volun-
teers to help.

Playworld Preferred was 
authorized $128,626 to 
replace the ground surface 
at the Suttree Landing Park 
playground, and the city’s 
contract with Henley Roof-
ing was increased for roof 
replacement and repairs at 
the L.T. Ross Building.

SEEED was approved for 
$25,000 in a Community 
Development Block Grant 
to weatherize 20 homes for 
needy families.

Family Investment 
Foundation was granted 

$144,000 to install wheel-
chair ramps and roll-in 
showers at the Knoxville 
Community Development 
Corporation households.

The council  also 
approved several appli-
cations for federal and 
state funds for the Knox-
ville Police Department’s 
mental health and wellness 
program, for equipment 
for the Mounted Unit, and 
for hiring and training of 
School Safety Officers for 
its School Safety Program. 
The council approved an 
application to the federal 
government for $11.8 mil-
lion with a local match of 
$1.1 million for Knoxville 
Area Transit.

A zoning change for 
Zero and 3223 Valley View 
Drive, from single-family 
to general residential, was 
approved and a new traf-
fic light was approved for 
6640 Maynardville Pike, 
with $5,000 set aside to 
purchase the property.

Dr. Patrick O’Brien was 
hired to serve as medical 
director for the fire depart-
ment for $30,000 with two 
optional one-year renewals.

All truth passes through 
three stages:                                  

First it is ridiculed.
Then, it is violently 

opposed.   
Finally, it is accepted as 

being self-evident.
Arthur Schopenhauer

I know everyone is sick 
of hearing about Fauci, so 
I will not reiterate his lies. 
You can read the details 
from his diary, which was 
released prior to his so-
called testimony before 
the Senate hearing. Or 
you can read Jeffrey Tuck-
er’s thoughtful analysis 
of the diary in the Epoch 
Times. Fauci’s corruption 
and chutzpah, recorded on 
his government computer, 
made me think of Hunter 
Biden’s infamous laptop.

I thought about enti-
tling this essay 111, the 
number of times Fauci 
used the Fifth Amend-
ment to cover his keister 
and obstruct Congressio-
nal inquiry into the Covid 
epidemic. It galls me that 

this monster will probably 
escape prison because of 
Autopen’s pardon. Howev-
er, Fox News political con-
sultant Bret Humes affords 
some solace. “There’s a 
lot of talk that Dr. Fauci is 
escaping accountability for 
his handling of the corona-
virus epidemic, but remem-
ber this: here is a man who 
cares desperately about his 
recognition and reputation. 
All that was in ruins as he 
sat miserably before the 
Senate committee Wednes-
day. He has had a spectacu-
lar fall from grace and has 
no way to recover.”

Johann Faust was a 15th-
century doctor whose life 
inspired legends about 
making a deal with the 
devil. The concept comes 
down to us as a Faustian 
bargain. Again, Jeffrey 
Tucker describes “Fau-
cism” as a “prime example 
of the managerial/academ-
ic/journalist classes’ desire 
for control based on alleged 
expertise.” And it turns out 
they were all wrong about 

the lab leak, masks, social 
distancing, Covid shots, 
lockdowns, and I could go 
on. In their quest for power 
and control, the media and 
the so-called experts fur-
ther degraded confidence 
in our institutions. We must 
recall Schopenhauer’s 
observations and reject the 
notion that “the science is 
settled.” 

I learned a new word last 
week. Omertà is an Italian 
term for a code of silence, 
especially when dealing 
with authorities or out-
siders. The term is often 
associated with the Italian 
mafia, but seems to apply 
to Fauci, arguably America’s 
Josef Mengele.

So what else has been 
exposed of late? The DSA, 
Democratic Socialists of 
America, just revealed their 
platform. The DSA and their 
candidates brazenly call for 
amnesty of all illegal aliens. 
They want to abolish the 
United States Senate as 
well as the presidency and 
the Supreme Court, replac-
ing them with Congressio-
nally controlled appoin-
tees. The DSA proposes to 
defund the Department of 
War and abolish the mili-
tary. In other words, destroy 
the Constitution.

And these Jacobin radi-
cals keep shouting, “Medi-
care for all.” I paid into the 
Medicare system for more 
than 50 years and con-
tinue to pay premiums of 
nearly $1000 a month for 

Becky and me. Medicare is 
not free! And giving Medi-
care coverage to people 
who have never contribut-
ed is theft. Why don’t media 
dirtbags and politicians 
ask these DSA shysters to 
explain themselves? It is 
nothing but pandering to 
“useful idiots.”

Biden was exposed as 
incompetent, and the Dem-
ocrats and their media syco-
phants were exposed as 
liars. Autopen was a useful 
tool for the Democrats who 
facilitated the invasion of 
our southern border. They 
did so to bring in disadvan-
taged people who would 
then vote for Democrats 
through their illegal voting 
schemes. Anyone who 
opposes the SAVE Act is a 
proponent of illegal voting. 
Full stop!

Likewise, the socialists in 
Spain precipitated the inva-
sion of the Spanish enclave 
of Ceuta. The pictures 
reminded me of our south-
ern border during Autopen’s 
presidency. It was not hard 
to close our border. It did 
not require more laws. It 
just took a competent presi-
dent to enforce the law.

Biden’s disaster is being 
corrected; Spain can rot. I 
don’t care what the Span-
iards do to their socialist 
prime minister, Pedro San-
chez. But closer to home, 
it is too late for the Demo-
cratic Party which has been 
invaded by the DSA social-
ists/communists led by 

Bernie Sanders, the avun-
cular communist, who, like 
the DSA, uses the Demo-
cratic Party to advance 
seditious ideology. And we 
are all paying the price for 
people who still vote for 
Democrats because that 
party is gone. To para-
phrase Jeff Foxworthy’s 
comedic shtick, if you’re 
voting for Democrats rather 
than common sense poli-
cies, you [are] part of the 
problem.

The news cycle moves 
on, but not JD Vance who 
is leading a task force to 
investigate and expose 
fraud in Medicare, Medic-
aid and the government. 
Our vice president actual-
ly works and has identified 
$230 billion in fraud since 
March! We might balance 
the budget if we stop the 
fraud in Minnesota, Cali-
fornia and multiple other 
areas. Remember the 
infamous Somali “Learing 
[Learning] Center” in Min-
neapolis exposed by Nick 
Shirley rather than the dis-
interested media? New-
som’s California has even 
advanced the “Stop Shirley 
Act” to criminalize investi-
gative journalism. Hey Dem-
ocrats, if I see a robbery I’m 
calling the police.

So let me end this rant 
with a few other expo-
sures. We hear much 
about affordability, espe-
cially gas/energy, food and 
housing, and, of course, 
the war, which affects all 

of these. The war caused 
the death of 13 American 
defenders of freedom and 
is expensive. But under 
President Trump’s leader-
ship and with our capable 
military, the foremost ter-
rorist regime on the planet 
has been decimated. And 
the embargo, sanctions 
and freezing Iranian financ-
es are choking the mullahs 
and the IRGC.

Becky and I have been 
blessed, and we sympa-
thize with folks struggling 
to find housing, which has 
been pushed to the limit by 
millions of illegals.

And we are frugal. Becky 
loves a deal. Of course, 
we would rather pay less 
for groceries and gas, but 
here are some facts to con-
sider. In 1945, the average 
American family spent 23% 
of its disposable budget on 
food. In 1985, it was 12%. 
Today it is 9.7%. Even in the 
best of times, food prices 
increase 2 to 3% a year. 
In 2025, food prices were 
up 3%, but were up 2.7% 
in grocery food. Dining out 
is expensive. Over the last 
decade, average wages 
have gone up 46% while 
food has increased 34%. 
Perception is not always 
born out by facts.

But enough exposure. 
We’ll be fine if voters 
choose common sense 
rather than communism. If 
not, we’re done.

Two city election questions may appear on the November ballot
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Knox County’s general 
election showed big wins 
for several Republican 
candidates, most nota-
bly US Senator Marsha 
Blackburn who won the 
GOP nomination for gov-
ernor.   That result should 
not have surprised much 
of anybody, as Senator 
Blackburn remained the 
favorite during the entire-
ty of the primary cam-
paign, although she faced 
determined opposition 
from Congressman John 
Rose and state Represen-
tative Monty Fritts.   The 

gubernatorial primary was 
called by most news out-
lets less than an hour and 
a half after the polls had 
closed in Tennessee.  From 
returns the following day, 
it appears that Blackburn 
won the Republican nomi-
nation by quite nearly ten 
percentage points, which 
is all the more impressive 
as the Rose campaign 
spent millions of dollars in 
negative advertising while 
Monty Fritts centered his 
own campaign around 
ideas.  Senator Blackburn 
also enjoyed the advantage 
of a superlative campaign 
team led by Ward Baker.

Blackburn made a spe-
cial effort to win East Ten-
nessee.  Senator Blackburn 
is from Middle Tennessee, 
yet she awaited the returns 
here in Knoxville on the 
night of the election.   Her 
efforts paid off handsome-
ly.

US Senator Bill Hagerty 
faced no opposition inside 
the primary on his way to 
winning a second term.  
Congressman Tim Burchett 
was also renominated 

without opposition.   In 
Middle Tennessee, Con-
gressman Andy Ogles lost 
his primary contest to Char-
lie Hatcher, a farmer, in an 
upset.   With 99% of the 
vote totals in, Hatcher won 
53% of the vote compared 
to 47% for Ogles.  Tennes-
see’s Sixth District, vacat-
ed by John Rose, who was 
running for governor, saw 
a heated contest between 
former Congressman Van 
Hilleary and state Repre-
sentative Johnny Garrett.  
Hilleary had been chief of 
staff for Rose but lost to 
Garrett, polling only 29% 
of the vote.  Garrett polled 
almost 44% of the vote.

Brent Taylor is the Repub-
lican nominee in the newly 
redrawn 9th Congressional 
District and will face state 
Representative Justin Pear-
son, one of the “Tennessee 
Three.”

State Senator Richard 
Briggs crushed Kent Mor-
rell to win renomination 
and goes on to the Novem-
ber general election, while 
Jimmy Matlock won the 
nomination to run for the 

seat held by Lieutenant 
Governor Randy McNally, 
who is retiring.

School Board member 
Betsy Henderson will be 
Knox County’s new mayor, 
succeeding Glenn Jacobs.  
Democrat Beau Hawk won 
47.5% of the vote in a close 
race.

Brent Gibson led the 
ticket with a big comple-
ment of votes, along with 
Charlie Susano and Mike 
Hammond, clerks of the Cir-
cuit and Criminal Courts, 
respectively.   Sherry Witt, 
present county clerk, won 
a very large complimen-
tary vote to return to the 
register of deeds’ office.  
Richie Beeler will replace 
Witt as county clerk.  Nick 
McBride fended off a chal-
lenge from a Democrat to 
win the trustee’s office.  
Republicans Garrett Holt 
and Justin Cofer won the 
general election for the two 
at-large seats on the Knox 
County Commission.   The 
down-ballot races showed 
less strength for Democrat-
ic candidates than weak-
ness inside the campaigns 

of Republicans.   Sheri 
Super, who upset incum-
bent County Commission-
er Gina Oster inside the 
Republican primary, lost 
decisively to Democrat 
Brandon Huckaby in the 
Third District.   Bill Sofield 
had upset two-term incum-
bent Kristi Kristy in the 
primary and lost the gen-
eral election to Democrat 
Brandy Jenkins. 

Democrats will crow 
about having picked up 
another seat on the Knox 
County Commission as well 
as the school board. It’s not 
so much that they had ter-
rific voter appeal but rather 
they faced a not-so-great 
candidate in the Third Dis-
trict in Sheri Super. The 
overwhelmingly negative 
campaign run against Gina 
Oster also deeply hurt 
Super’s effort in the gener-
al election.  That was also 
the case two years previ-
ously when Shane Jackson 
beat Garrett Holt to rep-
resent the Fourth District 
after a particularly vicious 
primary with an improba-
ble 85-year-old challenger.  

Bill Sofield won the 9th Dis-
trict school board primary 
by a handful of votes and 
proved to be not as strong 
a candidate in the general 
election than Kristy would 
have been.  Intraparty war-
fare and the inability to 
coalesce around gener-
al election candidates is 
how Democrats became 
the minority party in Ten-
nessee.  Republicans must 
remember the party faith-
ful need to be able to come 
back together in order to 
win general elections; oth-
erwise, it benefits the Dem-
ocrats.

Time will tell if Republi-
cans in Tennessee have 
learned anything at all.  The 
election demonstrates that 
simply having an “R” after 
one’s name on the ballot 
does not ensure success 
in the general election.  
The quality of candidates 
does matter.   We have 
opportunities to learn from 
our mistakes or we can 
keep repeating them until 
Republicans become the 
minority party in Tennes-
see once again.

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The Knox County Commission 
will meet to review its agenda next 
Monday for its regular session on 
August 24 in what could be very 
long sessions.

The top dollar issue before the 
commission is the request from 
Mayor Glenn Jacobs and the 
Finance Department for votes on 
the issuance of $155,000,000 
in General Obligation Bonds and 
on the levy of taxes for the future 
payment of those bonds. Current-
ly, the county property tax rate 
remains unchanged at $1.5540 
per $100 of assessed value.

While 54 items are up for dis-
cussion for the regular August ses-
sion, several of the matters on the 
rough agenda are notable.

John Sevier Highway housing 
development

A new multi-family develop-
ment on West Governor John 
Sevier Highway was postponed in 
July and is back on the agenda 
for approval of a waiver of pay-
ments in lieu of taxes. The devel-
oper is promising that 50% of the 
units will be used for affordable 

housing and the commission is 
being asked to exempt those units 
from taxes for several years. DWF 
John Sevier LLC is the applicant.

District 9 Commissioner Andy 
Fox is opposed to the tax break 
because he feels affordable hous-
ing there is not needed.

Belltown Commons beverage 
zone

The commission may also 
decide on permitting open carry 
of alcoholic beverages in Belltown 
Commons in North Knoxville by 
creating a “Pedestrian Beverage 
Zone.” The resolution, sponsored 
by District 6 Commissioner Terry 
Hill, was deferred from the July 
commission meeting. Belltown is 
a growing multi-generational com-
munity between Karns and Powell 
that will feature businesses, res-
taurants and amenities for its resi-
dents and the public in the spirit 
of Knoxville’s Old City.

Hero’s Hill donation
Mayor Glenn Jacobs creat-

ed “Hero’s Hill” near the Public 
Defender’s Office and the Commu-
nity Development Department is 
asking the commission to approve 
additional donations of $52,570 

for the project. Twenty tiny houses 
built by Knox County School stu-
dents are being located on the 
hilltop property at 1101 West Lib-
erty Street, along with a meeting 
room, computer lab and washers 
and dryers.

Gibbs Pedestrian Bridge
The commission is being asked 

by the Engineering and Public 
Works Department to approve a 
$2.8 million contract with Whaley 
Construction LLC to build a bridge 
spanning Tazewell Pike between 
Gibbs High School and Gibbs Ele-
mentary School. The construction 
required state approval and is now 
before the commission for approv-
al. It may be added to the meet-
ing’s consent list and passed with 
one vote with other agenda items 
so designated.

Flock cameras
Eighth District Commissioner 

Adam Thompson wants to amend 
the county code to establish 
limits on deployment of surveil-
lance technology. His ordinance 
would “preserve legitimate law 
enforcement and emergency 
response capabilities” but would 
place restrictions on the use of 

By Steve Hunley, 
Publisher
publisher@knoxfocus.com

Continue on page 4

Publisher’s Positions
Publisher’s Position

A Divided Knox County Republican 
Party Helped Elect More Democrats

FOR MORE DETAILS & TERMS VISIT: www.powellauction.com

Auction & Realty

6729 Pleasant Ridge Road
Knoxville, TN 37921

865-938-3403
K e n n y  P h i l l i p s ,  A u c t i o n e e r  -  L i c  #  2 3 8 5

ONLINE ONLY REAL ESTATE AUCTION
1802 CALGARY FALLS LANE - KNOXVILLE, TN 37931

BIDDING BEGINS TO CLOSE: 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19TH AT 12PM - NOON (ET)

All-brick 2-Story Home with Unfinished Basement
Approx. 4551 SF with 4 Bedrooms & 4.5 Bathrooms

Over 2400 SF of unfinished basement space
Lot Size: 0.76+/- acres

OPEN HOUSES: 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12TH AND WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19TH AT 11:30AM (ET)

Fox seeking ban on 
Islamic Call to Worship 

Ninth District Commissioner Andy Fox is sponsoring a resolu-
tion to ban “amplified Islamic Call to Worship” in Knox County. 
Fox, who has been verbally critical of the Islamic religion during 
past commission meetings, is asking the chair to add his res-
olution to the agenda for the regular August meeting of the 
Knox County Commission.

The Knoxville Focus has asked commissioners and the law 
department to respond to the proposed ordinance. Fox quotes 
many founding fathers in his ordinance to justify banning the 
public call to prayer. He states that John Jay wrote that the 
new nation is made of people “professing the same religion.”

He quotes a former Supreme Court justice as saying, “Chris-
tianity ought to receive encouragement from the state” and a 
Supreme Court ruling from 1892 stating, “This is a Christian 
nation.” He said the original 13 colonies limited holding public 
office to “followers of the Christian faith.”

Fox quotes Abraham Lincoln’s signing of the Morrill Anti-Big-
amy Act as “explicit affirmation of this country’s acquiescence 
to the Christian moral framework” and says in the ordinance 
that Muslims in Tennessee are a “new and disruptive force.”

At-large Commissioner Larsen Jay said, “This ordinance 
seems blatantly unconstitutional and another sad attempt by 
Commissioner Fox to incite people into arguing while he contin-
ues to further his Christian Nationalists views, all while, sadly, 
ignoring the needs of Knox County’s 9th district.”

The Fox ordinance appears on the agenda for a first reading.
“I have checked with the law dept. He is out of control,” said 

Commission Chairwoman Gina Oster. 

$155 million in bonds may be issued by county
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the cameras the sheriff’s 
department wants to place 
and activate throughout 
the county.

Limits on large outside 
investors in housing

First District Commis-
sioner Damon Rawls has 
an ordinance, on second 
and final reading, to pro-
hibit outside institutional 
investors from purchasing 
single-family homes and 
manipulating rental and 
purchasing prices. The 

ordinance would establish 
enforcement mechanisms.

A second reading of 
budget proposals

Fourth District Commis-
sioner Shane Jackson and 
Commissioner Thomp-
son are asking their fellow 
commissioners to approve 
adopting a “second read-
ing” of future county pro-
posals by the mayor to set 
the budget, tax rates and 
appropriations. If passed, 
it would amend the current 
Knox County Code.

Other agenda items
One notable agenda 

item from the mayor 
and finance department 
includes a discussion on 
a development agreement 
with BNA Associates LLC 
and Americana Knoxville 
LLC, related to the Andrew 
Johnson Building on Gay 
Street downtown. There’s 
a resolution dealing with 
potential redevelopment 
of the Knoxville Munici-
pal Golf Course, one for a 
ground lease for 120 acres 
at 8217 Rutledge Pike, and 
another transferring 3.1 

acres at 11020 Solway 
School Road to the Indus-
trial Development Board.

The regular meeting will 
also have several appoint-
ments on the agenda, 
including the mayor’s reap-
pointment of Rob Quillin 
as Hearing Officer regard-
ing Sexual Oriented Busi-
nesses. Jim Wright will be 
appointed to the Hallsdale-
Powell Utility District board 
and an appointment will be 
made to the Board of Con-
struction Appeals.

One of those new faces 
will be Lee Ann Eaves, who 
edged Democrat Cadence 
Collins in District 6.

“I was honored and hum-
bled when I was asked to 
run,” Eaves said. “Now, I’m 
even more honored and 
more humbled now that 
I’ve won.”

In the courts, Andrea 
Kline defeated Ben Hous-
ton to remain Division IV 
General Sessions Judge.

Kline, the incumbent, 
said she was grateful that 
the campaign is over.

“I’m excited about getting 

down to work because I 
don’t have to campaign 
anymore,” she said.

Richard Briggs was 
declared the first winner 
of the night as he defeat-
ed Kent Morrell in the pri-
mary and will represent the 
Republican Party in Novem-
ber as he seeks re-election 
in District 7 of the Tennes-
see State Senate.

He called for unity in his 
acceptance speech.

“The primaries are over, 
and now it’s time to come 
together,” he said.

Cont. from page 1
Cont. from page 3

Rev. Eddie Sawyer, Senior Pastor
865-546-0001

www.NewBeverly.org

New Beverly Baptist Church 
3320 New Beverly Church Road
Knoxville, Tennessee 37918

NEW BEVERLY PRESENTS

� e Award-Winning Gospel Group

THE SHIREYS
from Columbia, South Carolina, will be at 

New Beverly Church Sunday morning, August 
16 at 11 a.m. � ey will be singing many of their 
hit songs such as “Little David,” “Because of the 
Blood” and many others! You will be blessed!

No charge, just a Love O� ering.

BIDDING BEGINS TO CLOSE
THURSDAY, AUGUST 27TH
REAL ESTATE | 12PM-Noon

PERSONAL PROPERTY | 7PM

FOR MORE DETAILS, TERMS & ONLINE BIDDING VISIT:
www.powellauction.com

Auction & Realty, LLC

6729 Pleasant Ridge Road
Knoxville, TN 37921

865-938-3403
K e n n y  P h i l l i p s ,  A u c t i o n e e r  -  L i c  #  2 3 8 5

 ONLINE ONLY ESTATE AUCTION
7708 DAVE ROAD - KNOXVILLE, TN 37938

Home & 3.76+/- Acres
Gorgeous 3657+/- SF Basement Ranch Home

3 Bedrooms & 3 Bathrooms
Finished basement area with full kitchen

Massive 1200SF detached workshop workshop 
with Heat & Air and attached 24' x 40' carport

Additional 8.27+/- Acres accessed from Greenwell Road
Ideal for development or dream home

Private wooded land
OVER 500 LOTS OF PERSONAL PROPERTY TO BE SOLD INCLUDING:

2017 Porsche Cayenne Platinum Edition with 86k miles, 
very nice collection of artwork including African wildlife artist Andrew Bone,
original Jean Miro lithograph, Emile Bellet, Joseph Barbetta, W.H. McEntee,
Bonnie Shields & others, antiques, furniture,household items, kitchenware,

shop/hand/power tools, Lapidary equipment & supplies, fiction/non-
fiction/biography books, storage shelving/totes/cabinets, display
shelving/cabinets/cases, jeweler tools/desk/lighting, gemologist

books/tools/equipment, and LOTS, LOTS MORE!!!

OPEN HOUSES
FRIDAY, AUGUST 21ST AND 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26TH FROM 2-4PM 

12+/- ACRES WITH HOME OFFERED IN 2 TRACTS

By Pete Gawda
At their meeting on Monday, 

August 3, the Knox County 
Board of Education spent a con-
siderable length of time discuss-
ing the hot button topic of ban-
ning books from school library 
shelves. The board considered a 
policy for reviewing questionable 
books according to Tennessee 
law. The policy sets up a proce-
dure for reviewing library material 
considered questionable under 
the age-appropriate materials 
act. It establishes a formal pro-
cedure whereby an interested 
person can initiate a complaint. 
This complaint will be consid-
ered by a five-person committee 
that would make recommenda-
tions to the board. This proposed 
policy passed on the first reading, 
waiving the usual second read-
ing. Board members and forum 
speakers called for transpar-
ency in the entire process with 
the books being questioned and 

the process and reasoning for 
accepting or rejecting them to 
be made public.

“We are harming, not protect-
ing, our kids by banning books,” 
was the opinion of one public 
forum speaker.

Another speaker voiced the 
opinion that under present law, 
the Bible would be banned from 
libraries.  He said the policy was 
a step in the right direction., but 
he wanted all the details to be 
made public. “We do not want the 
fate of the Bible and other books 
to be determined behind closed 
doors.”

He complained that the 123 
books currently banned were 
decided behind closed doors.  

It was noted that the 123 
books currently banned from 
library shelves will be reconsid-
ered under the new policy. How-
ever, one of the faults noted in 
the policy was that, except for 
those 123 books, there is not a 

process for reconsidering a deci-
sion.

Turning to other business, the 
board recognized the accom-
plishments of three board mem-
bers whose terms were expiring, 
John Butler, who started serving 
in 2022, Kristi Kristy, who start-
ed serving in 2018, and Betsy 
Henderson, who started serving 
in 2020.

Brickey McCloud Elementary 
School received recognition as a 
2026 National Gold Star School 
by the National Association of 
Elementary School Principals, 
the only school in Tennessee 
to receive such an award.  The 
award is presented to schools 
for excellence in building a strong 
school culture, empowering edu-
cators and students and creating 
effective systems that support 
continuous improvement.

The board also heard a presen-
tation on plans for improving spe-
cial education.

School board approves procedure for library book complaints

Dr. Kristen Jackson, current principal of Brickey-McCloud; Dr. Su-
san Hutton, previous principal of Brickey-McCloud and current prin-
cipal of Bearden Middle; Knox County Schools Superintendent Jon 
Rysewyk; and District 7 BOE member Steve Triplett celebrate Brick-
ey-McCloud Elementary’s recognition as a 2026 National Gold Star 
School. Photo provided.

$155 million in bonds may 
be issued by county

‘Third time’s 
the charm’ 
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(865)524-7237    (865)688-1124

REPLACE YOUR EXISTING HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM WITH A HIGH EFFICIENCY ONE! 

Serving you since 1979.
Energy Star Certified

WE DO DUCT 
CLEANING!

By Pete Gawda

The Mabry-Hazen House, 
located on a high hill overlook-
ing downtown Knoxville, tells the 
story of three generations who 
owned the house. The house was 
completed in 1858 by Joseph 
Alexander Mabry II. The last resi-
dent of the house was his grand-
daughter, Evelyn Hazen, who died 
there in 1987.

“Evelyn (Hazen) is the reason 
the house is here,” stated Patrick 
Hollis, executive director and 
chief curator of Mabry-Hazen. He 
said that her will stipulated that 
the house either be maintained 
as a museum or torn down and 
sold, with the proceeds going to 
the Humane Society. The house 
became a museum in 1992.

Many historic homes are 
a snapshot in time, with the 
entire house displaying one time 
period. That is not the case with 
Mabry-Hazen. Since the house 
was in the same family for almost 
130 years, it has an extensive 
collection of original family furni-
ture, china, silverware and other 
furnishings. However, Hollis 
believes a house such as this 
should not be just a collection 
of artifacts but should tell the 
everyday story of the people who 
lived and worked there through 
the years.

“With each room, we try to tell 
a different story,” he said

Mabry was a wealthy landown-
er and president of the Knoxville 
and Kentucky Railroad. He donat-
ed land for Market Square. At the 
beginning of the Civil War, Mabry 
was a Confederate sympathiz-
er and donated a large sum of 
money to the Confederate Army, 
for which he received the hon-
orary title of general. However, 
when the Union Army captured 
Knoxville, he quickly switched 
sides and became a Union sym-
pathizer and freed his slaves. 
Union fortifications were built 
on the property, and it became 
Union Army headquarters.

Mabry’s journal is on display 
at the house. Pages 1 through 

23 cover the period of JAN 1860 
through MAY 1861. However, 
pages 24-88, covering the Civil 
War, have been torn out. Perhaps 
that was to destroy evidence of 
his switching sides.

In 1882, Mabry and his son 
were killed in a shootout on 
Gay Street, which was chroni-
cled in Mark Twain’s “Life on the 
Mississippi.” 

The house was built in the 
4-over-4 style with four rooms on 
each floor and a central hallway 

running the length of each floor. 
Hollis thinks it was built as 
a model home to encourage 
people to buy a lot from Mabry 
and build a similar home.

Unlike many antebellum 
homes, the original kitchen 
was not a separate building but 
was housed in the basement or 
bottom floor, as Hollis calls it. 
The bottom floor also housed 
slaves and later servants. Like 
many modern-day basements, it 
is also now used as a storeroom 

for family furniture that is not on 
display. The first floor contains a 
formal parlor, an informal parlor, 
a dining room and an enter-
tainment room. Hollis said this 
entertainment room shows how 
wealthy the Mabrys were. The 
entertainment room contains an 
1858 piano which has probably 
remained in the same spot since 
that year. The piano has a child’s 
initials “LN” and the date 1881 
scratched on it. The second floor 

Community partners are 
encouraging eligible individu-
als to register for the upcoming 
Driver’s License Reinstatement 
Event, from 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 
p.m. on Saturday, September 12 
at the City-County Building. This 
initiative focuses on helping par-
ticipants navigate the driver’s 
license reinstatement process 
and remove barriers to obtaining 

a valid license. 
The event is made possible 

through the collaborative efforts 
of the Knox County Criminal 
Court Clerk’s Office, Knox County 
General Sessions Court Judges, 
Knox City Municipal Court, the 
Tennessee Department of Safety 
and Homeland Security, and com-
munity partners who work togeth-
er to guide participants through 

the reinstatement process. By 
providing information, resources, 
and individualized assistance, 
organizers aim to help eligible 
individuals take the necessary 
steps toward restoring their driv-
ing privileges. 

“Interest in this event contin-
ues to grow, and we’re excited 
to welcome participants from 
Knox County and surrounding 

communities,” said Knox County 
Criminal Court Clerk Mike 
Hammond. “Our partners work 
seamlessly to make this process 
as smooth as possible, helping 
participants overcome barriers 
and understand the requirements 
needed to reinstate their driver’s 
licenses. This collaborative effort 
can make a meaningful differ-
ence for individuals and families 

throughout our community.” 
For registration information, 

eligibility requirements, and addi-
tional event details, please visit 
the Knox County Criminal Court 
Clerk’s website at www.criminal-
court.knoxcounty.org or contact 
the Criminal Court Clerk’s Office 
at (865) 215-2375.

Community encouraged to register for September Driver License Reinstatement Event

The City’s Stormwater 
Engineering Division is hosting 
four public discussions to share 
updates on its comprehensive 
stormwater system analysis and to 
hear from property owners about 
their flash flooding experiences:

- Tuesday, Aug. 11 – Dr. E.V. 
Davidson Community Center, 
3124 Wilson Ave.

- Wednesday, Aug. 12 – Cecil 
Webb Community Center, 923 
Baker Ave. 

- Monday, Aug. 17 – 
Christenberry Community Center, 
931 Oglewood Ave.

- Thursday, Aug. 20 – Deane Hill 
Recreation Center, 7414 Deane 
Hill Drive

In recent years, the City of 
Knoxville has invested $4.3 mil-
lion in an unprecedented storm-
water system infrastructure 
inventory – a top-to-bottom map-
ping and evaluation of the age and 
condition of about 45,000 catch 
basins, box culverts, junction 
boxes and 400 miles of stormwa-
ter pipes. 

At the same time, the City has 
invested millions of dollars to 
update and improve pieces of 
infrastructure that were outdat-
ed and unable to control flooding. 
Modernizing the stormwater infra-
structure on Cherry Street in East 
Knoxville and Baum Drive in West 
Knoxville are two examples.

Yet storms are becoming 
increasingly violent. City rain 
gauges have recorded instances 
where more than an inch of rain 
deluges Knoxville in just 15 min-
utes. As the storms roll through, 
that rainfall amount multiples. 
Localized flash flooding occurs.

What’s the connection between 
infrastructure modernization and 
climate resiliency? And how can 
your input at the upcoming August 
public meetings help?

City of Knoxville 
invites public 
to stormwater 

discussions

A look inside the Mabry-Hazen House

PHOTOS BY PETE GAWDA.

The Mabry-Hazen House, built in 1858, stands on a hill overlooking downtown Knoxville. It is now a 
museum and contains many of the owners’ original furniture, china, silverware and other furnishings.

This bedroom in the Mabry-Hazen House was used by the children 
of the family and is furnished with the antique toys they played with.

A portrait of Joseph Alexan-
der Mabry II, the builder of the 
Mabry-Hazen House, hangs in 
the downstairs hallway of the 
house.
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By Justin Pratt, 
Clear Springs Baptist 
Church Senior Pastor

Stop Counting Your Critics

BIDDING BEGINS TO CLOSE
FRIDAY, AUGUST 21ST AT 12PM-NOON (ET)

FOR MORE DETAILS, TERMS & ONLINE BIDDING VISIT:
www.powellauction.com

Auction & Realty, LLC

6729 Pleasant Ridge Road
Knoxville, TN 37921

865-938-3403
K e n n y  P h i l l i p s ,  A u c t i o n e e r  -  L i c  #  2 3 8 5

ONLINE ONLY REAL ESTATE AUCTION
1717 W RACCOON VALLEY DRIVE

HEISKELL, TN 37754

19+/- ACRES OFFERED IN 3 TRACTS

LOT 1 - 5.00+/- ACRES WITH TRIPLEX
-Currently rented for $2,400 per month

-Approx. 3729+/- SF
-181' +/- of Road Frontage

LOT 2 - 6.54+/- ACRES
-Mostly wooded Land

-40.31' +/- of Road Frontage

LOT 3 - 7.45+/- ACRES
Combination of cleared and wooded land

Gorgeous homesite locations
-144.84' +/- of Road Frontage

OPEN HOUSE
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19TH AT 12PM-NOON (ET) 

If I could offer 
just one piece 
of leadership 
advice to anyone 
trying to make 
a difference in 
their family, work-
place, church, 
or communi-
ty, it would be 
this: Stop count-
ing your critics. 
Weigh them.

What a needed reminder 
in a world where opinions 
are louder, more public, 
and more numerous than 
ever before. Social media 
has made criticism instant. 
Text messages spread it. 
Conversations repeat it, 
and before long, we begin 
believing that because criti-
cism is widespread, it must 
be right. It is important to 
remember that numbers 
have never been the best 
measure of truth.

The Bible gives us a pow-
erful example in the life of 
Nehemiah. God had called 
him to rebuild the walls 
of Jerusalem, a task that 
would require courage, 
endurance, and unwaver-
ing focus and discipline. 
Almost immediately, the 
critics appeared. Sanballat, 
Tobiah, and others mocked 

t h e  w o r k , 
q u e s t i o n e d 
N e h e m i a h ’ s 
motives, spread 
false accu-
sations, and 
repeatedly tried 
to distract him 
from the mission 
God had given 
him. These crit-
ics were persis-
tent, loud, and 

even organized. But they 
were also wrong.

Nehemiah refused to 
measure their influence by 
how many voices opposed 
him. Instead, he weighed 
the source of criticism. 
These were not men who 
appeared to love God 
or God’s work. They did 
not love Jerusalem. They 
certainly did not have 
Nehemiah’s best inter-
ests at heart. Why should 
he allow people commit-
ted to stopping God’s work 
to determine whether he 
continued it? His famous 
response still echoes 
today: “I am doing a great 
work, so that I cannot come 
down.” Every one of us 
needs to learn that lesson: 
not every opinion deserves 
equal access to your heart.

Some criticism is 

incredibly valuable. In 
fact, Proverbs tells us that 
“faithful are the wounds of 
a friend.” The people who 
truly love you will some-
times tell you what you 
need to hear rather than 
what you want to hear. 
They care more about your 
growth than your comfort. 
Their words may sting for a 
moment, but they produce 
wisdom over a lifetime.

Other criticism, however, 
comes from people who 
neither know you nor genu-
inely care about you. They 
may misunderstand your 
motives, resent your suc-
cess, dislike your person-
ality, or enjoy finding fault. 
If you allow every voice to 
carry the same weight, 
you’ll spend your life chas-
ing approval that can never 
be earned.

Here’s the reality: if you 
stand for anything worth-
while, someone will oppose 
you. If you lead, someone 
will second-guess your 
decisions. If you serve 
others, someone will ques-
tion your motives. Jesus 
Himself, the only perfect 
person who ever lived, was 
criticized relentlessly. If 
perfection couldn’t escape 
criticism, I doubt any of us 

will, whether we are in min-
istry, politics, business, or 
anything else that requires 
leadership.

Every person needs 
a small circle of trusted 
voices. A handful of trust-
ed counselors in your inner 
circle who love you enough 
to tell you the truth and 
care enough to help you 
become better. These are 
people who celebrate your 
victories without jealousy, 
confront your blind spots 
without cruelty, and pray 
for you when you don’t 
even know they are praying. 
Their words carry weight 
because their hearts have 
proven trustworthy.

Don’t spend your energy 
counting the critics. Weigh 
them. Ask yourself: Does 
this person genuinely want 
God’s best for me? Have 
they earned the right to 
speak into my life? Have 
they consistently demon-
strated wisdom, integrity, 
and love? If the answer is 
yes, listen carefully. If the 
answer is no, don’t allow an 
unqualified voice to deter-
mine the direction of your 
life. In the end, it isn’t the 
volume of criticism that 
matters; it’s the weight of 
the one speaking.

Lawyers some-
times use Latin 
phrases that 
sound mysteri-
ous but describe 
simple ideas. 
“Nunc pro tunc,” 
which translates 
to “now for then,” 
is one of those 
phrases. When 
a court enters 
an order nunc 
pro tunc, it is cor-
recting the record today to 
reflect something that actu-
ally happened earlier but 
was not properly recorded 
at the time. The key con-
cept is accuracy, not revi-
sion—nunc pro tunc is 
meant to make the paper-
work match reality, not to 
change history or create a 
new ruling after the fact.

Courts use nunc pro 
tunc orders for clerical 
mistakes, omissions, and 
timing glitches. Maybe a 
judge announced a ruling 
from the bench in May, but 
the written order did not 
get entered until July; the 
nunc pro tunc order can 
state the judgment is effec-
tive as of the May date that 
the decision was actually 
made.

Perhaps a sentencing 
order forgot to include pre-
trial jail credit that every-
one agreed on; a nunc pro 
tunc order can add that 
credit because it reflects 
what truly occurred. In civil 
cases, it might fix a typo 
in a name, dollar figure, or 
legal description that the 
judge already intended to 

enter correctly, 
but primarily it is 
meant to enter 
orders in this 
manner: “The 
judge made his 
ruling in May, we 
got the written 
order done in 
July, but we want 
this Order to 
show that it took 
effect in May.”

There are 
limits. A court cannot use 
nunc pro tunc to make a 
new decision and pretend 
it was made earlier, to gain 
jurisdiction it did not have, 
or to expand someone’s 
rights after the deadline 
for doing so has passed. 
The order must be ground-
ed in the existing record—
docket entries, transcripts, 
minute orders, or other reli-
able proof that shows what 
actually happened. If there 
is no evidence that the ear-
lier action occurred, nunc 
pro tunc is not appropriate.

If you see “nunc pro 
tunc” in an order, it is not 
a trapdoor or a loophole. It 
is simply the court saying, 
“we are entering this now 
to reflect what should have 
been in the record then,” 
ensuring the paperwork 
lines up with the reality of 
the case.

Jedidiah McKeehan is an 
attorney practicing in Knox 
County and surrounding 
counties. He works in many 
areas, including family law, 
criminal, and personal 
injury. Visit attorney-knox-
ville.com.

By Jedidiah 
McKeehan
jed@attorney-
knoxville.com

What Does 
‘Nunc Pro Tunc’ 

Mean?

contains four bedrooms, including 
a children’s bedroom and a small 
office.

Most houses of that time period 
did not have closets. However, 
Mabry-Hazen has six closets. These 
“closets” were not used to hang up 
clothes; they were each used to store 
a chamber pot, so in effect Mabry-
Hazen had indoor bathrooms.

 Around 1890, an addition was 
built onto the rear of the first floor 
that contains an office, a bathroom 
with a claw-foot bathtub, a butler’s 
pantry and a kitchen. The butler’s 
pantry contains an electric toaster 
and a 1910 electric waffle iron.

The Mabry-Hazen House is located 
at 1711 Dandridge Ave. in Knoxville. 
Scheduled tours are offered March 
through December. On Mondays 

and Wednesdays, tours are available 
every hour from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
On Tuesdays and Thursdays, tours 
are available at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. 
Friday’s hourly tours are from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Saturdays are by appoint-
ment only. The house is closed on 
Sundays and major holidays. The 
admission fee is $10 for adults and 
$8 for students. Children under 13 
are admitted free.

A look inside the Mabry-Hazen House
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Carroll Reece, congress-
man from Tennessee’s 
F irs t  Congressional 
District, a 30-year vet-
eran of the U.S. House 
of Representatives and 
the Republican National 
Committeeman for the 
Volunteer State, headed a 
special select committee.  
Originally, the committee 
had been headed by E. E. 
“Gene” Cox of Georgia.  Cox 
had died on December 24, 
1952, of a heart attack, 
and the Select Committee 
to Investigate Tax-
Exempt Foundations and 
Comparable Organizations 
released a report which 
found nothing amiss and 
concluded, “So far as we 
can ascertain, there is 
little basis for the belief 
expressed in some quar-
ters that foundation funds 
are being diverted from 
their intended use.” 

While Carroll Reece rarely 
spoke on the floor of the 
House of Representatives, 
nor did he seek to pass 
much in the way of legisla-
tion, he was one of the pro-
totypes who pioneered and 
stressed prompt service to 
constituents like his suc-
cessors Jimmy Quillen and 
John and Jimmy Duncan 
in the neighboring Second 
Congressional District.  
That same stressing of 
service to the people back 
home made him highly 
popular with the people 
of upper East Tennessee, 
where he built an effec-
tive political organization.  
Reece was also a nation-
ally recognized figure 
and the most prominent 
Republican in the South.

Congressman Reece 
was dissatisfied with the 
final report and felt the 
investigation had not 
been as thorough as it 
ought to have been and 
had been hurriedly con-
cluded due to Cox’s final ill-
ness and death.  In 1952, 
the Republicans won both 
houses of Congress and 
the White House.   Reece 
continued to push for the 
investigation to be com-
pleted, and the select com-
mittee was revived under 
the Tennessean. 

In seeking to reau-
thorize the committee, 
Congressman Reece flatly 
said that “some of these 
institutions support efforts 
to overthrow our govern-
ment and to undermine 
our American way of life.”  
Pressing the need for fur-
ther investigation, Reece 
insisted, “Some officers 
of large and supposed-
ly legitimate foundations 
were Communists.”   The 
Tennessee congressman 
also stated others who 
were Communists had 
received grants from foun-
dations.  Reece pointed to 
some organizations which 
had been identified by the 
office of the U.S. Attorney 
General or Congressional 
committees as being 
“pro-Communist.” 

T h e  H o u s e  o f 
Representatives agreed 
to revive the committee, 
installing Carroll Reece 
as chairman.   The GOP 

members of the special 
committee were Reece, 
Jesse P. Wolcott of Michigan 
and Angier Goodwin of 
Massachusetts.   Two 
Democrats were also mem-
bers of the special commit-
tee, Gracie Pfost of Idaho 
and Wayne Hays of Ohio.  
Mrs. Pfost was a highly 
popular congresswom-
an who had been a local 
official, having served as 
recorder of deeds and the 
treasurer for her county 
before beating GOP incum-
bent John T. Wood in the 
1952 election.

The House appropriated 
$50,000 in 1953, followed 
by an additional $65,000 a 
year later for the commit-
tee to hire staff and do its 
work.  Norman Dodd, who 
had enjoyed a long career 
as a banker, was hired as 
the chief of staff for the spe-
cial committee.  The com-
mittee was sharply divided 
along partisan lines, and 
Wayne Hays particularly 
enjoyed picking at people.  
Hays was quite likely the 
biggest bully in the House 
of Representatives, who 
seemed to delight in tor-
turing those over whom he 
held some power.   Years 
later, William “Fishbait” 
Miller, the longtime 
Doorkeeper of the U.S. 
House of Representatives, 
recalled Hays having no 
peer at “bitching and 
name-calling.”   Miller 
wrote that when Hays was 
forced out of Congress by 
a sex scandal, there was 
not enough sympathy col-
lectively to form a single 
teardrop. 

Amongst Hays’s name-
calling was his accusation 
that Carroll Reece was a 
coward.   Yet Reece was a 
decorated veteran of the 
First World War, noted for 
his bravery by both the 
governments of the United 
States and France.  Wayne 
Hays, as pointed out by 
news columnist Westbrook 
Pegler, was “30 ½” years 
old when the Japanese 
attacked Pearl Harbor.  
Hays claimed that he had 
entered the armed forces 
on the day after, yet was 
released without explana-
tion in August 1942. 

A typical exchange 
between the two was 
Hays snarling, “Out where 
I come from, we have a 
saying that if a man dou-
ble-crosses you once that 
is his fault; if he double-
crosses you twice, that is 
your fault.  You won’t get a 
second chance.”

“Even that statement is 
not going to provoke the 
chairman,” Reece replied 
serenely.   “But no man 
can justifiably say that this 
chairman has ever double-
crossed anybody or failed 
to keep his word.”

“I am saying both,” Hays 
spat back.

“That does not disturb 
me a particle,” Reece said.

“Thought they had more 
guts in Tennessee,” Hays 
sneered.

The Tennessean with a 
sunny disposition shrugged 
off the bullying of Wayne 
Hays, dismissing the 

Ohioan as having a marked 
inferiority complex.  Reece 
said the abusive attitude 
of Hays was less pugnacity 
than empty bluster.  “He is 
a big fellow,” Reece cheer-
fully acknowledged, “but 
not above the neck.”

When asked by friends 
why Reece didn’t bring up 
his war record and medals 
for bravery when accused 
of cowardice by Hays, the 
Tennessean had a simple 
explanation.   “It was all 
there for anyone to read 
who wanted to look it up.  
It wasn’t up to me to prove 
I wasn’t a coward.”

As the committee con-
tinued hearing testimony, 
Hays was at his querulous 
best, constantly harass-
ing both witnesses whose 
testimony he did not like, 
as well as his Republican 
counterparts on the com-
mittee.   Hays also contin-
uously heckled Reece as 
the chairman of the com-
mittee.  Carroll Reece was 
no orator, but he was one 
of the best-liked members 
of the House and usual-
ly managed to charm the 
people back home with his 
broad grin and willingness 
to do all he could to help 
folks.   Reece was espe-
cially interested in the wel-
fare of his fellow veterans.  
At a time before Social 
Security and when no pen-
sions were being paid to 
those who had served in 
the armed forces, disabled 
veterans had to seek their 
congressmen and senators 
to pass private bills provid-
ing them with a pension.  
During his first fifteen years 
in office, Carroll Reece was 
said to have introduced 
more bills for the benefit of 
veterans and their widows 
and orphans than any 
other single member of the 
House of Representatives. 

The committee heard 
from Ken Earl, a former 
staff member of the 
Senate’s Internal Security 
subcommittee on June 
15, 1954.   Earl told the 
committee members that 
he had concluded from 
his study of the League 
for Industrial Democracy, 
which was tax-exempt, 
it was “an adjunct of the 
Socialist Party.”

The president of the 
Social Science Research 
Council, Pendleton Herring, 
sought out an opportunity 
to testify before the Reece 

Committee to try and 
respond to criticisms made 
by committee staffers of 
his organization.   Herring 
told committee mem-
bers the Social Science 
Research Council was “not 
engaged in developing or 
in advancing public poli-
cies or political programs, 
or in directing or shaping 
educational objectives and 
policies.”

Herring was provid-
ing testimony when the 
flamboyant Wayne Hays 
erupted and charged the 
committee with being noth-
ing more than an “Alice-in-
Wonderland” inquest “in 
which a verdict against 
foundations was rendered 
before the evidence was 
heard.” Reece banged the 
gavel and recessed the 
hearing.   The Tennessean 
said the recess was neces-
sitated in order to “protect 
the Committee staff and 
witnesses” while trying to 
“maintain the dignity of the 
Committee.”

The president of the 
American Council on 
Education, Ar thur S. 
Adams, provided a state-
ment to the Reece 
Committee saying educa-
tional organizations had, of 
course, received financial 
support from foundations 
as a means of keeping the 
federal government from 
controlling education in the 
United States.  That finan-
cial support was a form of 
protection, Adams insisted.  
Adams said removing the 
tax-exempt status of foun-
dations was one means of 
asserting the control of the 
federal government over 
education.   Adams asked 
the Reece Committee to 
state “the extent to which 
it believes federal con-
trol of tax-exempt institu-
tions is justifiable” by the 
government. 

David N. Rowe, a pro-
fessor at Yale University, 
had been a trustee of 
the Institute of Pacific 
Relations during the period 
of 1947 - 1950.   Rowe 
testified that foundation 
grants to the Institute 
had benefitted “people 
who did not have the best 
interests of this country at 
heart.”  Rowe stated some 
foundations continued to 
provide funding for the 
Institute even after disclo-
sures of “pro-Communist 
influences” at the Institute 

of Pacific Relations. 
A nother  w i tne s s , 

Kenneth W. Colegrove, 
a retired professor at 
Northwestern who contin-
ued teaching at Queens 
College, testified the 
Rockefeller Foundation 
should have conducted 
a thorough investigation 
of the Institute of Pacific 
Relations “when the situ-
ation was brought ener-
getically to its attention by 
Alfred Kohlberg,” in 1945.  
Kohlberg was the head of 
the American China Policy 
Association, while detrac-
tors referred to him as 
head of the “China lobby” 
for the Nationalist govern-
ment of Chiang Kai-shek. 

Wayne Hays lived up to 
his reputation as a bully 
throughout the hearings.  
William “Fishbait” Miller 
recalled in his “Memoirs 
of the House Doorkeeper,” 
“When it came to bitch-
ing and name-calling. . .” 
Hays had no peers in the 
House.   Wayne Hays con-
tinued his bullying tactics 
and would later leave the 
House of Representatives 
following the revelation he 
had hired a secretary who 
could not type.   Elizabeth 
Ray claimed Hays had not 
hired her for her typing 
skills, but rather her per-
sonal charms.   “Fishbait” 
Miller chortled, “there was 
not enough sympathy to 
put into a teardrop in the 
corner of an eye” from 
congressmen and staff on 
Capitol Hill when the tale 
of Hays and his “sexploita-
tion” occurred.

On July 2, 1954, the 
Reece Committee was 
done with hearings and 
voted, yet again along party 
lines, to end its hearings 
and ask for statements 
from the foundations 
rather than having repre-
sentatives give oral testi-
mony.  The committee set a 
deadline of fifteen days for 
the foundations to submit 
written statements to be 
included in the commit-
tee’s final report.   Both 
Gracie Pfost and Wayne 
Hays objected, saying the 
foundations should be 
provided the opportunity 
to appear before the com-
mittee and give testimo-
ny.   Reece snapped that 
the constant harassment 
and generally “obstruc-
tionist tactics” used by 
Wayne Hays made further 

hearings useless.
Several leaders of vari-

ous foundations and orga-
nizations, including Charles 
Dollard, the president of 
the Carnegie Corporation, 
Harry W. Laidler, executive 
director of the League for 
Industrial Democracy, Paul 
Hoffman, chairman of the 
Fund for the Republic, sent 
statements for the Reece 
Committee’s records.  
Hoffman used the oppor-
tunity to attempt to rebut 
charges made against the 
Fund for the Republic and 
himself by Carroll Reece 
from a speech made by 
the Tennessee congress-
man in 1953.  Reece had 
described the Fund for the 
Republic as a “king-sized 
Civil Rights Congress . . . 
given liberal respectabil-
ity” through the appoint-
ment of Paul Hoffman as 
its head.  In his own state-
ment, Hoffman huffed 
that Reece’s remarks 
would have been slander-
ous and the Tennessean 
legally liable were it not for 
congressional immunity.  
Congressmen and sena-
tors were protected from 
legal liability for such state-
ments spoken on the floor 
of their respective houses.  
Hoffman decried Reece’s 
accusation that the Fund 
for the Republic had been 
established to diminish 
and attack Congress for 
trying to get to the root of 
the Communist conspiracy 
in the country.

The 432-page report 
of the Reece Committee 
was released eight days 
after the U.S. Senate cen-
sured Joe McCarthy after 
his sometimes-baseless 
charges and erratic behav-
ior in his hunt for head-
lines, which undermined 
any serious effort to dis-
cuss Communists in high 
places. 

While the report stated 
with but few exceptions 
“foundations have not 
directly supported orga-
nizations which, in turn, 
operated to support com-
munism,” it did reach the 
conclusion “some of the 
larger foundations have 
directly supported ‘subver-
sion’ in the true meaning of 
that term - - - namely, the 
process of undermining 
some of our vitally protec-
tive concepts and princi-
ples.”  “They have actively 
supported attacks upon 
our social and governmen-
tal system and financed 
the promotion of socialism 
and collectivist ideas,” the 
report stated. 

The fury and contempt 
of the left-leaning in the 
country was palpable.  
Robert Hutchins, former 
president of the University 
of Chicago, complained, 
“The Reece Committee 
achieved some of its gaudi-
est effects by the simple 
process of giving old words 
new definitions and then 
pinning the old words on 
the foundations.”

The fun had just begun.
© 2026 Ray Hill

Pages from the Past

By Ray Hill
rayhill865@gmail.com

The Reece Committee II

AP WIRE PHOTO FROM THE AUTHOR’S PERSONAL COLLECTION. 

Congressman Carroll Reece of Tennessee at the site of the Taft Memorial in 
Washington, D. C., 1958.
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Improving the capacity of 
pipes and drains to handle 
massive, sudden waves of 
run-off water isn’t a guaran-
tee that flash flooding can’t 
happen. But stormwater 
upgrades certainly lessen 
the likelihood of flash flood-
ing – and, if it happens, 
modern infrastructure less-
ens its severity.

In June, Mayor Indya 
Kincannon proposed – and 
City Council authorized – a 
$598,000 competitively-bid 
contract with Ardurra Group 
to help the City follow up on 
its first-ever holistic storm-
water system inventory and 
assessment.

The inventory is a mon-
ey-saving tool that will 
help City engineers priori-
tize upgrades. Proactively 
maintaining, upgrading 
and replacing pipes on the 
front end is less expensive 
and less disruptive than 

reacting when a pipe fails.
Ardurra Group, the most 

responsive of three bidders, 
will be helping to evaluate 
the citywide stormwater 
inventory findings and iden-
tify funding options to sup-
port future maintenance 
and improvement.

“Some of the storm-
water pieces didn’t even 
show up on any drainage 
maps before now,” City 
Stormwater Chief David 
McGinley said. “The inven-
tory was a game-changer. 

Now that we’ve got a much 
clearer understanding of 
our stormwater system – 
how water flows through the 
system – we can now prior-
itize upgrades where they 
are needed the most.

“But, that said, data is 
always stronger when it’s 
reinforced with community 
dialogue. We hope Knoxville 
residents and business 
owners share their experi-
ences with flooding or even 
near-misses at these public 
meetings.”
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So Many Problems to Solve

By Joe Rector
joerector@comcast.net

Local, state, 
and federal elec-
tions are occur-
ring this week. 
To be honest, I 
can’t wait for the 
whole thing to be 
over because the 
ads are making 
me ever so 
slightly irritable. 
The same thing 
can be said for most of us 
in Tennessee and across 
the U.S. as well.

I don’t see how we citi-
zens of Tennessee can 
choose leadership at any 
level. If we are to believe the 
commercial spots on televi-
sion and radio, not a single 
person running is of the 
high-fiber morality that we 
want to see in those individ-
uals who would lead us. For 
instance, two gubernatorial 
candidates are accused of 
terrible acts. One suppos-
edly backed the selling of 
acres of land to China. The 
other is accused of taking 
huge sums of money from 

businesses and 
PACs.

Locally, we 
hear that some 
candidates for 
offices are too 
liberal to be 
trusted with the 
reins of power in 
Knoxville. These 
radicals are sup-
posed to be dan-

gerous because they might 
lead us in the wrong direc-
tion. I have no idea what 
all that means. In one 
instance, a candidate for 
an office serves on the 
school board but appeared 
in Nashville to show sup-
port for Governor Lee’s 
plan to use public funds to 
finance vouchers for private 
schools. That doesn’t seem 
to be in the best interest of 
the citizens of Tennessee, 
but I might be wrong.

To be honest, the entire 
country appears to be in “a 
mell of a hess.” We are in 
the grips of a war against 
a third-world country, and 

so far, the U.S. is failing to 
bring the conflict to an end. 
An event that was to be 
over in days is still hot and 
in worse shape six months 
after the first explosion. 
Just today, the news report-
ed that our munition stock-
piles are depleted. How is it 
possible that the strongest 
country in the world goes 
into a war and runs out of 
“bullets?”

Medicaid has been cut 
by one trillion dollars, the 
same amount of money 
designated for tax cuts for 
some of the richest folks 
in the country. Next on 
the chopping block is drug 
plan subsidies for Medicare 
Part D. Senior citizens will 
experience rises in their 
Medicare costs, and that 
will impact some folks cat-
astrophically. Once again, 
some individuals will have 
to choose between medi-
cine and food. Of course, 
that big tax cut that passed 
Congress could have paid 
for this increase for the 

elderly and less fortunate.
The western part of this 

country is burning. Fires 
are lapping up communi-
ties as dry, hot weather 
makes controlling blazes 
almost impossible. Sadly, 
the government cut Forest 
Service funding by 43%, 
thereby making headway 
against wildfires even more 
difficult.

I am not pushing one side 
over another as far as poli-
tics is concerned. However, 

I am disgusted at the inabil-
ity of our elected officials 
to take care of the most 
basic needs of our country 
and its citizens. The goals 
of people sent to speak 
for the rest of us are not 
to become rich, something 
that seems to happen too 
often. No, the goals of an 
elected government are to 
make sure that this coun-
try remains a leader in the 
world and continues to do 
what is in the best interests 

of the people, not business-
es or parties or the rich.

Yes, I guess I’m an ide-
alist, a bit naive and too 
critical. My worries are not 
for myself, or even for my 
generation. Instead, the 
concern I have is for my 
children and grandchildren. 
We owe them more than 
what they are receiving. 
Leaders, it’s time to get on 
your feet and do your jobs, 
the ones we voters chose 
you to do.

Stormwater discussions
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Epson 
Tour 

arrives 
in East 
Tenn.

By Ken Lay

Championship profes-
sional golf came to East 
Tennessee last week as 
the Epson Tour made a stop 
at Green Meadow Country 
Club.

The country club hosted 
the Smoky Mountain 
Championship, which was 
sponsored by Food City.

Tournament play began 
Thursday and conclud-
ed Saturday (final results 
were not available at press 
time), but assistant tourna-
ment director Stan Norris 
was pleased to be in the 
Knoxville area for high-
level women’s profession-
al golf. Norris’ company, 
TOUR Vision Promotions, 
is no stranger to East 
Tennessee. The company 
ran the Knoxville Open.

“We’re excited to be here. 
We did the Knoxville Open 
on the Korn Ferry Tour for 
several years,” Norris said. 
“We’re excited to be here, 
to be in East Tennessee, 
and we’re happy to have 
Food City as our sponsor, 
and we’re happy to have the 
Boys and Girls Club of the 
Tennessee Valley.

“We give them a dona-
tion every year.”

Like the Korn Ferry Tour, 
a men’s professional circuit 
that leads directly to the 
PGA Tour, the Epson Tour 
leads female golfers to the 
LPGA.

“We have 144 of the best 
women golfers, and they’re 
competing in Alcoa for a 
purse of $250,000,” Norris 
said. “This tour leads direct-
ly to the LPGA Tour.

“Alcoa has been great, 
the community has been 
great, and Green Meadow 
Country Club has been 
great to us.”

Tournament events 
began Monday, Aug 3, with 
a practice day and a Pro-Am 
(which concluded Tuesday). 
Golfers had another prac-
tice round on Wednesday 
before competition began 
on Thursday.

By Steve Williams

Halls High’s football season in 
2025 started with three losses 
and ended one win away from a 
TSSAA state title berth.

The Red Devils lost to Oak 
Ridge, Gibbs and Powell right 
out of the gate, but battled back 
to reach the state semifinals. 
Unfortunately for Halls, howev-
er, the Red Devils lost at Sevier 
County.

“There are a lot of kids who have 

been 3-year starters for me that 
are back,” said Head Coach Brent 
Hughes. “A lot of it is on the offen-
sive and defensive line. A lot of 
it also is at other defensive posi-
tions. We feel really good about 
our front seven. We are going to 
be a little youthful in the back end 
and skill positions. Offensively, 
we’ll have a new quarterback.”

For the most part, Halls will 
have a veteran team, but lost two 
outstanding players to graduation 

in quarterback Amari Lethgo and 
Brody Rogers, a receiver and 
defensive back.	 Lincoln Wilson, 
a senior transfer, and Harrison 
Andriopoulos are contending for 
the QB job.

The Red Devils currently are 
being led by Jarrell Chandler, a 
strong safety and wide receiver, 
who is a Clemson commit.

Overall, Hughes said, “There’s 
some growing that has to take 
place and that’s the challenge, 

but also the fun part.
“There’s not necessarily a cer-

tain area where the team needs to 
improve. We just need to improve 
everyday and every position, 
because of growth. Everybody 
wants to talk about growth, but 
we’ve got to grow each and every 
day because we’re in a time 
crunch.

“We weren’t prepared last year 
at the start of the season and we 

PHOTO BY STEVE WILLIAMS

Halls' football practice on the field last Wednesday was cut short by threatening lightning and a thunderstorm, caus-
ing the Red Devils to finish with weight lifting. Head Coach Brent Hughes gives his players some directions while the 
Red Devil on the mat looks on.

Halls has a chance to have 
another good season

By Ken Lay
As the 2026 high school volleyball season 

looms, Central High School looks to be a con-
tender for the District 3-3A championship.

The Lady Bobcats won the league’s regu-
lar-season title in 2025 but were eliminated 
in the semifinals of the district tournament 
last season.

Central competes in one of the toughest 
districts in Tennessee. The league features 
Clinton, which has made the Region 2-3A tour-
nament in each of the last three seasons and 
won district titles in both 2023 and 2024. 
Anderson County is the defending district 

tournament champion after being reclassified 
from Class 2A. Oak Ridge also looks to be a 
factor under second-year coach Meghan Ellis. 
Gibbs is looking to bounce back after endur-
ing some growing pains last season. Halls 
and Powell will also look to have an impact 
this season.

“We have some great teams and some great 
coaches,” said Davidson, who begins her sixth 
season as head coach in Fountain City. “We’re 
in a tough district and you have to show up 
every night and be ready to play.”

Top players for Central include: Ally Bryant 
(sophomore, setter/outside hitter); Trinity 

Brooks (sophomore, middle blocker); Pyper 
Clevinger (senior, setter/outside hitter); Kaylin 
Riley (senior, defensive specialist); Rhealee 
Haunhorst (senior, defensive specialist) and 
Jolie Sheddan (setter).

The Lady Bobcats have one of the most ver-
satile rosters in the area as they have multiple 
six-rotation players on a squad that won the 
regular-season district championships.

Bryant has earned District 3-3A Hitter of the 
Year for the last two seasons. Last year, she 
had 445 kills, 126 service aces, 112 assists, 
275 digs and 46 blocks. Clevinger was the 

Lady Bobcats preparing for big year on volleyball court
HIGH SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL
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By Mark Nagi

It’s Year Three for head 
coach Justin Price and his 
staff at Grace Christian. 
And this is shaping up to 
be their best season yet.

“On paper, we’ve had 
some success,” said Price. 
“Two back-to-back quar-
terfinal appearances, two 
9-win seasons. But also, I 
think there were areas of 
your program that just take 
time to get them to where 
you believe that they need 
to be... I think year three is 
a big year when you take 
over a program, and the 
success we’ve had on the 
field has allowed us to do 
some things as well, but 
we’re excited (about) where 
we are. We have got some 
really talented players, and 
a lot of those talented play-
ers have played a lot, too. 
So, it’s an exciting time.”

One of the newcom-
ers at Grace is senior QB 
Corbin Hobson, who trans-
ferred from Farragut HS. 
Hobson beat out Cooper 
Brayman for the starting 
spot. Brayman started for 
the Rams last season and 
led the Rams to a memora-
ble win over 2025 Class 5A 
champion Sevier County.

“Obviously, these are two 
high-level quarterbacks 
that can play,” Price said 

of Hobson and Brayman. 
“Hobson has good size and 
great arm strength. But he’s 
picked up on the offense 
really well and throws the 
ball well. His timing contin-
ues to improve. His accu-
racy is there… by the time 
you’re a senior, the game 
is getting slower for you. 
You’ve experienced a lot. A 
lot of times those moments 
don’t get too big or too low 
for them. And I think we’ve 
been able to see a lot of 
that in Corbin since he’s 
been in our program and 
through the scrimmages in 
the spring and the 7 on 7s 
this summer. Very mature 
and I think obviously that 
comes from a lot of his 
experience.”

Price added, “It’s rare to 

have two high-level quar-
terbacks like this on the 
same roster in high school. 
So, we’re blessed for that. 
But Cooper will be a guy, 
too, if we ever need him. 
No doubt he’s going to be 
ready as well.”

Maybe the biggest story 
in Grace football is the 
return of standout play-
maker Terrion Thomas, 
who missed the entire 
2025 season due to a foot 
injury. Thomas, who excels 
as both running back and 
wide receiver, has seven 
scholarship offers. Thomas 
should see that list grow. 
Two schools close to home 
that came calling were 
Carson-Newman and ETSU. 
The biggest offer comes 
from defending national 

champion Indiana.
“Terrion has been great, 

and he’s pretty much back 
to 100% now,” said Price. 
“He went through spring 
practice with us and then 
this summer, and he con-
tinues to improve. As good 
as he was as a sophomore, 
I think now he’s even better 
and a lot of that is just the 
mindset he had once he got 
the news about his injury 
last year and finding out 
that he was going to miss 
his whole junior season. 
The maturity he’s shown 
and how he responded to 
it, and also personally just 
to make sure that he can 
come back and play the 
level he wants to. Terrion’s a 
gamer. He is an elite player. 
We know that. Obviously, a 
lot of our offense will go 
through him just because 
he’s so dynamic. Terrion 
means a lot not just to our 
football program, but really 
to our whole school. What 
he’s done here and how he 
represents us, and I think 
he’s going to be a guy that’s 
going to be obviously fun to 
watch this season.”

Grace Christian returns 
nine starters on each side 
of the football. The Rams’ 
season begins on August 
28 at Carter.

By Ken Lay

The 2026 high school 
football season is loom-
ing around the corner, and 
area teams will have their 
final tune-ups at Kickoff 
Jamborees Aug. 13-14.

The KOC Kickoff Classic 
will take place on both 
days, with the first night 
of games on Aug. 13 at 
Halls High School begin-
ning at 7 p.m.

On the first night, Austin-
East takes on Karns. 
Central will play Gibbs and 
Carter will tangle with the 
host Red Devils.

The Eagles, Hornets, 
Bobcats and Red Devils 
each made the playoffs 
last season, while Austin-
East and Karns will look 
to be much improved in 
2026.

Games the following day 
will be played at Bearden 
High School.

Action at Bill Young Field 
begins with Fulton squar-
ing off against Hardin 
Valley Academy. Farragut 
will then play West High 
before the evening con-
cludes with Powell taking 
on the hosting Bearden 
Bulldogs.

The Rebels, Admirals 
and the Panthers all qual-
ified for the postseason 
in 2025. HVA went 5-5 
and had its best season 
in recent years, while 
Bearden is looking to 
bounce back from an 0-9 
season.

Seymour will have its 
final tune-up at the Smoky 
Mountain Kick-off Football 
Jamboree.

The event will begin at 
7 p.m. Friday at Sevier 
County High School. The 
Eagles will play a junior 
varsity game and a varsi-
ty game. Seymour will play 
a JV game against Pigeon 
Forge and a varsity tilt 
against the host Smoky 
Bears.

Three teams will play in 
the 5Star Preps Jamboree 
Friday at Carson-Newman 
University. The event will 
begin at 6 p.m.

Christian Academy of 
Knoxville will take on 
Jellico. Grace Christian 
Academy will tangle with 
Greeneville and Catholic 
will play Lakeway Christian 
School in the final game of 
the night.

PREVIEW STORIES FOR 2026 HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

By Steve Williams

The West Youth Football 
program, a member of 
the local Youth Athletic 
Conference (YAC), has been 
in existence for many years 
and has won many cham-
pionship titles, and this 
season has its first flag 
football team for ages 3 to 
6-year-olds.

“It’s giving some of 
the youngest athletes in 
our area the chance to 
experience teamwork, 
sportsmanship, and the 
fundamentals of football in 
a fun, encouraging environ-
ment,” said Katie Ingram, a 
parent of one of the team’s 
20 players, who contacted 
The Knoxville Focus about 
the new program last week.

“These kids are just 
beginning their football 
journeys, and it’s been 
amazing to watch their con-
fidence grow each week,” 
added Ingram. “Behind the 
scenes, the coaches and 
volunteers have worked 
hard to build this program 
from the ground up, cre-
ating an opportunity that 
didn’t previously exist for 
children this age.”

In a way, it’s like the 
seeds have been planted 
in a flower bed and this 
will be the first time for 
them to see and smell the 
blossoms.

“Exactly,” said head 
coach Devante Patrick, a 
former West High School 
player. “So far I’ve just been 
teaching them the funda-
mentals, attacking the hip, 
holding the ball right, down-
set-hut and everybody go 
on hut. We get the person 
with the ball flag, just little 
stuff like that. Just been 
teaching them the basics 
and trying to make sure 
they get football before 
they move on to the next 
level. Because some of 
these kids I’m going to have 
next year.”

There is a big difference 

between 3- and 6-year-olds.
“You’ve just got to learn 

how to balance out the 
emotions and stuff like 
that, because they are 
young kids and it’s their 
first year ever doing any-
thing out in the hot sun. 
It’s kind of hard just get-
ting even the 6-year-olds to 
lock in with you. They turn 
around and start acting like 
the 4-year-olds, you know, 
but it’s all good though. 
They all are learning.”

By the end of their first 
season, Coach Patrick said, 
“I just want to teach them 
perseverance basical-
ly. I just want them to be 
able to persevere through 
anything.”

As a parent of one of the 
players, Ingram ended her 
comments with, “I believe 

this is a feel-good commu-
nity story that highlights 
youth sports, dedicated 
volunteers, and the posi-
tive impact these programs 
have on local families.”

Taymika Patrick is the 
commissioner of the West 
youth football program, 
which currently also has a 
fifth-grade team.

The Youth Athletic 
Conference will begin its 
season Saturday. The West 
flag team will play its first 
official game at Farragut 
High at 8:30 a.m. West’s 
first home game will be on 
August 22, starting at 8:30.

RAMS 2026
Fri 	 Aug. 28 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Carter
Fri 	 Sep. 4 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Chatt Christian (R)
Fri 	 Sep. 11 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Silverdale (R)
Fri 	 Sep. 18 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Webb (R)
				    Rivalry Friday
Fri 	 Sep. 25 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Concord Christian N
				    at Carson-Newman
Fri 	 Oct. 2 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Boyd Buchanan (R)
Thu 	 Oct. 8 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Sevier County
				    Rivalry Thursday
Thu 	 Oct. 15 	 7:00 p.m. 	 CAK (R)
				    Rivalry Thursday
Fri 	 Oct. 23 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Lakeway Chrstn (R)
Fri 	 Oct. 30 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Notre Dame (R)

(R)=Region game

Grace Christian continuing 
an ‘exciting time’

Area football 
teams to have final 

tune-ups at area 
jamborees

WEST YOUTH FOOTBALL 

Planting the seeds for a new football program

PHOTOS BY STEVE WILLIAMS

West Youth head coach Devante Patrick works with his 6U flag team players during a practice session. "These kids are just beginning their football 
journeys ..." said Patrick.

West's first 6U flag football team after a practice at the John Tarleton Park last week. The 20 players are:  Caliyah Dors-
ey, May'Lhni Wells, Xadrian Scott, Josiah Petitt, Jace McNair, Curtis McCalpin, Thomas White, Lakique Dorsey, Josiah 
Grant, Malik George, Kylen Cannon, Daniel Hardin, Anthony Adkins, Kayriss Roper, Kingston Clay, Audrey Rolden, 
Desiah Patrick, Kyrie Senters, Zayvon Frances and Camden Dockins. Behind the team (left to right) are assistant coach 
David McNilson, commissioner Tamika Patrick, head coach Devante Patrick and assistant coach Chase Wells.
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If you have followed the 
U.T. athletic program long 

e n o u g h 
and l is -
tened care-
fully, you 
would likely 
have expe-
r i e n c e d 
s o m e 
memorable 

moments.
One of the joys of being 

a fan in the 1960s until his 
death in October 1976 was 
News-Sentinel cartoon-
ist Bill Dyer’s DyerGram. 
Dyer’s magnum opus was 
on page 5 of the Sunday 
KN-S sports section next 
to the “jump” of the game 
story from p. 1.

Dyer chronicled the 
game in cartoon style, 
giving fans a permanent 
record of what happened 
each Saturday. It was a 
feature often imitated, but 
one never duplicated.

“Dyer chronicled the 
games in pen and ink with 
a touch of whimsy thrown 
in for good measure,” wrote 
former Vol fullback Andy 
Kozar. “Over the years, 
journalists have told the 
story of sports in a number 
of different ways. Bill Dyer 
did it with cartoons inter-
spersed between the play-
by-play of the game.”

A F T E R  M I C H I G A N ’ S 
CHARLES WOODSON WON 
the 1997 Heisman Trophy, 
Wolverine Watch, an inde-
pendent weekly cover-
ing UM sports, termed 
his selection the “Not by 
Numbers Award.”

“Woodson’s victory over 
statistically corpulent 
Tennessee quarterback 

Peyton Manning,” wrote 
editor John Bor ton, 
“caused the biggest uproar 
in the Volunteer State since 
the FDA’s identification of 
grits as hazardous waste.”

Despite the passage of 
time (more than 25 years), 
Tennessee fans have not 
forgotten the “Heisman 
Heist” and have not been 
hesitant to share their 
opinions about the issue.

 
HERE’S A RECOLLECTION 

of the days of live local tele-
vision. There was a 1960s 
broadcast of “Let’s Talk 
Sports,” hosted weekly 
by Haywood Harris and 
Gus Manning on WTVK, 
Channel 26, in Knoxville. 
This moment happened in 
the days of chairs on roll-
ers and limited space on 
set.

 With cameras rolling, 
freshman coach Bob Davis 
slid his chair onto the set, 
causing Haywood’s chair to 
slide off – with him in it. The 

only comment Gus could 
muster was, “Haywood will 
be back in just a minute.” 

  
TENNESSEE FOOTBALL 

IS AN EVENT, a happen-
ing, especially when more 
than a few Tennessee 
fans ended up traveling 
more than 5,000 miles in 
1981 to see Tennessee 
lose to Georgia 44-0 and 
Southern Cal 43-7 on suc-
cessive weekends. In the 
latter game, fans saw 
“Traveler,” the famed USC 
mascot, nearly keel over 
from exhaustion from cir-
cling the field after each 
score.  

  
THERE’S A RUMOR that 

there are ghosts under 
the Neyland Stadium turf, 
apparitions capable of 
causing all kinds of das-
tardly occurrences for 
visiting teams. You want 
evidence?

 Check out the 1981 
Wichita State game, that 

season’s Homecoming 
contest. It was 21-21 in 
the fourth quarter, when 
Shocker tight end Anthony 
Jones caught a pass over 
the middle. Two Vols in pur-
suit collided, and Jones 
had a clear path to the 
South end zone. For no 
apparent reason, he start-
ed veering steadily toward 
the West sideline.

“I was sitting with 
former Vol baseball player 
Robbie Howard,” said 
Bob Campbell, the late 
caretaker of the Shields-
Watkins Field turf, then a 
high school baseball coach. 
“We saw him heading our 
way, and Robbie said, ‘He’s 
going to run out of bounds.’ 
He did.”

Three plays later, the Vols 
intercepted a pass and 
marched to the game-win-
ning field goal.

NOT FA R RE MOV E D 
from the excitement of 
Pittsburgh’s 1976 national 

championship season and 
Heisman Trophy winner 
Tony Dorsett, John Majors 
found himself in Hartsville, 
Tenn., in early 1977, as 
the keynote speaker at the 
Trousdale County football 
banquet.

There sat Majors, a 
national championship 
coach, eating off a plas-
tic school lunch plate and 
sitting on a circular metal 
seat attached to the table. 
In attendance were highly 
recruited local prospects 
Reggie Harper and Donnie 
Oldham.

Both ended up sign-
ing scholarship papers to 
come to Knoxville that fall. 
Harper, now deceased, was 
an All-SEC tight end in 1979 
and had 98 career catch-
es for 1141 yards, while 
Oldham finished at Western 
Kentucky. Harper ended up 
as the bell cow of the 1977 
recruiting class, the class 
John inherited when he 
arrived in Knoxville.

“IN THE LATE 1940s when 
I was a teenager, I worked 
at the family drug store,” 
said the late John Karnes, 
the former Cumberland 
Avenue pharmacist. “As 
soon as the magazines 
came in each Monday, 
one of my jobs was pulling 
out the Dell pocket book 
westerns for Gen. Neyland. 
He would come by each 
Monday, regular as clock-
work, and pick up four or 
five at a time.”

After a month or so, 
Karnes said Neyland finally 
realized he’d been conned 
by Dell. “I’ve read most of 
these,” said Neyland. “They 
just change the picture on 
the front.”

LEONARD COFFMAN, a 
roughneck masquerading 
as a UT fullback in the glory 
days of the late 1930s on 
campus, died at age 92, 
Aug. 30, 2007, in his home 
town of Greeneville.

A woman who worked in 
the Thornton Center once 
told Leonard how good 
he looked “for a man his 
age.” Leonard was in his 
80s then, but still had the 
“look” of someone who 
was a rough and tough 
player in his day.

His response? “If you 
think I look good now, you 
should have seen me when 
I was 20.”

What does this all prove? 
There are a great many sto-
ries out there. All it takes 
is knowing where to find 
them.

By Tom 
Mattingly

Highlighting the joys of being a 
Tennessee fan over the years

Cont. from page 1

champion Indiana.
“Terrion has been great, 

and he’s pretty much back 
to 100% now,” said Price. 
“He went through spring 
practice with us and then 
this summer, and he con-
tinues to improve. As good 
as he was as a sophomore, 
I think now he’s even better 
and a lot of that is just the 
mindset he had once he got 
the news about his injury 
last year and finding out 
that he was going to miss 
his whole junior season. 
The maturity he’s shown 
and how he responded to 
it, and also personally just 
to make sure that he can 
come back and play the 
level he wants to. Terrion’s a 
gamer. He is an elite player. 
We know that. Obviously, a 
lot of our offense will go 
through him just because 
he’s so dynamic. Terrion 
means a lot not just to our 
football program, but really 
to our whole school. What 
he’s done here and how he 
represents us, and I think 
he’s going to be a guy that’s 
going to be obviously fun to 
watch this season.”

Grace Christian returns 
nine starters on each side 
of the football. The Rams’ 
season begins on August 
28 at Carter.

By Mark Nagi

Fairly quietly, the Gibbs 
Eagles have become one 
of the winningest teams in 
East Tennessee in recent 
years. Over the last three 
seasons, the Eagles have 
won 29 games, including a 
nine-win season in 2025. 
The highlight of that cam-
paign was a 35-28 victo-
ry over perennial Class 
4A powerhouse Anderson 
County.

The Eagles have a lot of 
veterans on the roster who 
could help turn this into 
another season to remem-
ber in Corryton.

“I feel like we have an 
experienced group this 
year,” said Gibbs head 
coach Brad Turner. “We 
have a lot of juniors and 
seniors, where we’ve 
played a lot of young guys 
in the past. I do feel like 
there’s some really good 

leadership on this team 
and a lot of experience 
playing football.”

One of those experi-
enced players is quarter-
back Keith Jones Jr., who 
enters his junior season 
with momentum following 
a solid sophomore cam-
paign. Jones, who was 
named to the All-5Star 
Preps underclassman 
team last year, completed 
82 of 141 pass attempts 
for 1300 yards and 13 
TDs.

“He (Jones) started every 
game for us as a sopho-
more,” said Turner. “I’m 
looking forward to him con-
tinuing to do well this year. 
There’s always turnover in 
high school sports and 
knowing you’ve got a guy 
that’s kind of been around 
for a while is good. I think 
he knows our system and 
what we want to do. Just 

learning the different parts 
of it and taking what they 
give you rather than trying 
to force things, especially 
as a young quarterback… 
it allows us as coaches 
maybe to open up the play-
book a little bit more and 
get more people involved.”

The Gibbs players do 
their weightlifting before 
school, which Turner says 
gives his kids the opportu-
nity to play other sports. 
That’s worked out for two 
of the best athletes in 
the state. Senior Waylon 
Spierdowis won the Class 
AA decathlon at the TSSAA 
2025 Spring Fling, and 
junior Graham Atkins fin-
ished second. Spierdowis 
also won the 110-meter 
and 300-meter hurdles.

“He (Spierdowis) is a 
Division One track ath-
lete who is playing cor-
nerback for us right now 

and receiver,” said Turner. 
”That’s pretty nice to have 
on your roster. We told 
him, listen, we understand 
that track is part of the 
deal, and we’ll work with 
you. It really just all came 
up because this will be his 
fourth year. He’s played all 
four years for us.”

The Eagles will be chal-
lenged in Region 2-4A, 
with games against Alcoa, 
Anderson County and 
Carter, among others, on 
their schedule.

“I think it’s definitely a 
test of staying healthy and 
continuing to get better 

as the year goes on and 
not peak too soon,” said 
Turner. “With our schedule 
you can’t play bad and win. 

You’ve got to play good.”
Gibbs opens the season 

on Friday, August 21, at 
Union County.

Are you interested in reducing your energy consumption by as much as 
40%? Well, the most e� ective way to make that happen might come as 

some surprise to you. It has nothing to do with your car, or your light bulbs, or 
any household appliance that you might be thinking of ... ge� ing a more energy 
e�  cient heating & cooling system is one of the best ways you can get signi� cant 
energy savings. Trane introduces the XV20i heating and cooling system with a 
12-year compressor warranty. It is, simply put, one of the most energy e�  cient, 
environmentally friendly heating and cooling systems available. 

Contact LB Chase Mechanical to learn more about how you can dramatically 
reduce your cooling costs today.

Expect more from your independent 
Trane dealer.

(865) 428-4824
www.lbchase.com

Are you interested in reducing your 
energy consumption by as much as 
40%? Well, the most effective way to 
make that happen might come as 
some surprise to you. It has nothing to 
do with your car, or your light bulbs, 
or any household appliance that you 
might be thinking of ... getting a more 
energy efficient heating & cooling 
system is one of the best ways you 

can get significant energy savings. 
Trane introduces the XV20i heating 
and cooling system with a 12-year 
compressor warranty. It is, simply put, 
one of the most energy efficient, 
environmentally friendly heating and 
cooling systems available. Contact 
LB Chase Mechanical to learn more 
about how you can dramatically 
reduce your heating costs today.

Expect more from your independent Trane dealer.

(865) 428-4824
www.lbchase.com

A new high effi ciency heating & cooling system 
can be more affordable than you think with

NO MONEY DOWN & LOW MONTHLY PAYMENTS 
through the TVA eScore Program. 

A new high efficiency 
heating & cooling system 
can be more affordable 

than you think with

NO MONEY DOWN NO MONEY DOWN 
& PAYMENTS & PAYMENTS 
AVAILABLEAVAILABLE.

       

Cumberland Avenue pharmacist John Karnes was a fixture on campus, serving a wide range of customers, including 
Gen. Robert R. Neyland.

Experienced upperclassmen to lead Gibbs
EAGLES 2026
Fri 	 Aug. 21	  7:00 p.m.	 Union County (R)
Fri	 Aug. 28	 7:00 p.m.		 Halls
				    Rivalry Friday
Fri	 Sep. 4	 7:00 p.m.		 at Alcoa (R)
Fri	 Sep. 11	 7:30 p.m.		 Morristown East
Fri	 Sep. 18	 7:00 p.m.		 at South Doyle (R)
Fri	 Sep. 25	 7:00 p.m.		 at Lenoir City
Thu	 Oct. 1	 7:00 p.m.		 Anderson Co. (R)
Fri	 Oct. 16	 7:00 p.m.		 Fulton (R)
Thu	 Oct. 22	 7:00 p.m.		 at Heritage (R)
				    Rivalry Thursday
Fri	 Oct. 30	 7:00 p.m.		 at Carter (R)

(R)=Region game

PREVIEW STORIES FOR 2026 HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

league’s player of the year 
last season. She finished 
with 313 kills, 513 assists, 
146 aces and 288 digs.

The Lady Bobcats’ team 
strengths, according to 
Davidson, include athleti-
cism. They also have some 
strong servers.

“We have great serving, 
and we have good setting,” 
Davidson said. “I think we’ll 

have good athleticism and 
we’ll have more physicality.

“We need to work on our 
passing, and we’ve just got 
to work hard and respect 
every team that we play.”

Central welcomes new 
assistant coach:  Maddie 
Trent joins Davidson’s 
coaching staff in 2026.

Trent previously served 
as Grace Christian 
Academy’s head coach for 

six seasons.
“Our key newcomer is 

Maddie Trent,” Davidson 
said. “She was head coach 
at Grace for six seasons, 
and we’re happy to have 
her.

“She’s going to be great, 
and this is going to be fun.”

Central opens its 2026 
campaign at home against 
Union County on Aug. 17.

Lady Bobcats preparing for 
big year on volleyball court
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BASEMENT OR 
CRAWLSPACE LEAKING??

Don’t overpay the nationwide 
companies by the thou$ands when 
MOLD TOX, LLC can install a dry-up 

system for a fraction of the cost!
BBB Accredited Business with A+ Rating

TN Charter #4410

(865) 524-1227     (865) 453-1880
www.moldtox.com

MAXINE – 5 years old, 57 lbs.
Maxine is a large mixed-breed dog with a warm 
brown coat. She is looking for a loving home 
where she can feel safe, sett led, and cared for. 
Maxine is ready to meet a family who will give 

her the fresh start she deserves.

JACKSON – 3 years old, 60 lbs.
Meet Jackson, a handsome large mixed-breed dog 
with a beauti ful brown-and-white coat and a big 

heart to match. Jackson is a wonderful companion 
ready to share life with a loving family. He’s 

looking for a forever home where he can enjoy 
companionship, aff ecti on, and plenty of happy 

moments with his people.

Ad space donated by The Knoxville Focus.

By David Klein

Despite going winless 
last year, the Bearden 
Bulldogs bring back sev-
eral players on both sides 
of the ball. Experience 
may be the best teach-
er for Bearden this year 
as Brad Taylor returns 
for his second season as 
head coach in his second 
tenure at Bearden. Taylor, 
a Bearden alum, previous-
ly coached Bearden from 
2007-2013 and coached 
at Karns from 2016-2022. 
The Bulldogs return seven 
players on offense.

One of those returning 
starters, senior Paxton 
Parrott, returns at run-
ning back for Bearden and 
brings some much-needed 
experience. “It’s a moder-
ately sized senior class,” 

Parrott said. “I think we’re 
pretty close in that class 
and I feel like that’s good 
for team chemistry, for 
leadership. It’s good for 
culture.”       

Junior Aidan Thacker 
returns as quarterback 
for the Bulldogs and start-
ed some games last year 

for Bearden. “He’s a great 
young man,” Taylor said. 
“Smart kid. He’s worked 
hard, so he’s been a lot of 
fun to coach.”

Regarding the offensive 
line, the Bulldogs have 
three linemen returning, 
and the Bulldogs are in a 
little bit better of a position 

at the offensive line than 
last season, according 
to Taylor. “We’re still like 
everybody, a little thin up 
front. We’re still young up 
front, but we’re in a better 
position than we were at 
this time last year,” Taylor 
said.

Defensively, the Bulldogs 
bring back some much-
needed experience. 
“Paxton (Parrott) plays at 
linebacker,” Taylor said. 
“We’ve got a couple of 
other guys at linebacker. 
Even though they may not 
have started, they played 
a lot.”

The secondary also 
brings back experi -
ence. “Secondary-wise, 
Connor Gilbreath and Tyler 
Tummins, they’ve both 
started in the secondary 

so they’re very experienced 
guys,” Taylor said. 

So far, the defense has 
impressed Taylor heading 
into August and the reg-
ular season. “I’ve really 
enjoyed what we’ve done 
this summer on defense,” 
Taylor said. “I’ve been 
pleased on what it looks 
like in our seven-on-seven, 
though that’s just half the 
game.”

Regarding the sched-
ule, the Class 6A-Region 
2 Bulldogs open with two 
non-region games against 
West and Alcoa. The 
Bulldogs have opened with 
West on Saturdays for sev-
eral years, but this year the 
game against the Rebels 
moves to Friday, August 21.

“It kind of bit us last year,” 
Taylor said, of the weather 

forcing the cancellation of 
last year’s West game. “It 
didn’t give us any wiggle 
room if we got weather. So 
I personally like it on Friday 
just in case something hap-
pens, so you’re gonna be 
able to get the game in. So 
that’s going to be on TV, so 
that’ll be an exciting start.”

After playing two tough 
non-region games, the 
Bulldogs will enter the 
gauntlet of Region 2-6A. 
“Our region is strong,” 
Taylor said. 

“You’ve got Maryville, 
you’ve got Oak Ridge. 
Hardin Valley is going to 
be a good football team. 
Farragut and then, of 
course, Bradley Central as 
well. They’ve got a good, 
good football team down 
there.”

may not be really prepared 
this year, but we are going 
to try and change that. To 
me the message is: grow 
each and every day. We’re 
trying to get this team to 
be the best it can be in 
every match and grow from 
every match.”

Chandler has been in 
the news a lot.

“He’s a really good high 
school football player,” 
said Hughes. “Somebody 
that’s got a great opportu-
nity to continue his career 
in college and we’re excit-
ed for him. Somebody that 
we’re going to lean heav-
ily on and be a difference 
maker. But the challenge 

for him is to help raise the 
level of his teammates and 
be a leader and help his 
teammates grow around 
him.

“The three players I 
brought to media day – 
outside linebacker and 
receiver Carson Pearce, 
defensive end and tight 
end Travis Brasfield and 
center Dan Brittain – are 
3-year starters and have 
played together since they 
were little. So what you’re 
hoping is that those rela-
tionships bond and contin-
ue to grow and we have the 
best team that we can pos-
sibly have.”

Others among Halls’ 
leading players are ILB/TE 

Gavin Self, OT/DE Hudson 
Limbaugh and CB/Slot 
Receiver Eddy Soto.

Chandler was on vaca-
tion when the KFOA Media 
Day was held this year, 
said Hughes. “He’s a spe-
cial player and a highly, 
highly recruit.”

It’s been about three 
weeks since the media day, 
and the Red Devils have 
continued to get better, 
pointed out Hughes.

“We’ve got some young 
kids stepping up and 
started two freshmen in 
our scrimmage against 
Anderson County. I thought 
they did well, so we’re 
going to need some youth-
ful guys to step up with our 

older kids that we’ve got. 
We’re just trying to get it all 
to come together.”

Chandler has been doing 
“great,” added the Halls 
coach. “He’s leading our 
football team and had a 
big touchdown against AC 
in our scrimmage, so we’re 
going to need more plays 
like that from him.”

Hughes said he doesn’t 
know how far his team can 
go this year. 

“To me it’s about stay-
ing healthy and growing. 
You don’t want to reach 
your peak too early. You 
want to keep getting better 
each week and growing as 
a football team, but stay-
ing healthy is going to be 

important.
“We’ve just got to try to 

put together the best team 
we can each and every 
week. You know, we’ll have 
a tough schedule, and of 
course a lot of teams have 
tough schedules. But if 

we can just keep getting 
better each week and stay 
healthy, I think we have a 
chance to be a good foot-
ball team this year.”

Halls will host Oak Ridge 
in its season opener on 
Aug. 21.

Halls has a chance to have another good season
RED DEVILS 2026
Fri 	 Aug. 21 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Oak Ridge 	
Fri 	 Aug. 28 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Gibbs
				    Rivalry Friday 	
Fri 	 Sep. 4 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Powell (R) 	
Fri 	 Sep. 11 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Concord Christian 	
Fri 	 Sep. 18 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at William Blount (R) 	
Fri 	 Sep. 25 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at West (R) 	
Fri 	 Oct. 2 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Karns (R) 	
Fri 	 Oct. 16 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Central (R) 	
Fri 	 Oct. 23 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Campbell Co. (R) 	
Thu 	 Oct. 29 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Clinton (R)

(R)=Region game

BULLDOGS 2026
Fri 	 Aug. 21 	 7:00 p.m. 	 West
				    Rivalry Friday 
Fri 	 Aug. 28 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Alcoa 
Fri 	 Sep. 4 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Maryville (R) 
Fri 	 Sep. 11 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Science Hill 
Thu 	 Sep. 17 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Hardin Valley (R)
				    Rivalry Thursday 
Fri 	 Sep. 25 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Farragut (R) 
Fri 	 Oct. 2 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Oak Ridge (R) 
Fri 	 Oct. 16 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Cleveland (R) 
Fri 	 Oct. 23 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Dobyns-Bennett 
Fri 	 Oct. 30 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Bradley Central (R)

(R)=Region game

Bearden brings back experience
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NOTICES
NOTICE OF SERVICE 

BY PUBLICATION
TO: AMBER NICOLE (RIDGE) BRAY

IN RE: DANNY CURTIS BRAY., Plaintiff
Vs.

AMBER NICOLE (RIDGE) BRAY, Defendant

COMPLAINT FOR DIVORCE
CAUSE NO. 23-08

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR MORGAN 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this cause, it appearing from the Order of 
Publication that Defendant AMBER NICOLE (RIDGE) 
BRAY'S residence is unknown, and cannot be 
ascertained upon diligent inquiry, it is ordered that 
publication be made for four successive weeks, as 
required by law, in the Knoxville Focus, a newspaper 
published in Knox County, Tennessee, notifying 
Defendant AMBER NICOLE (RIDGE) BRAY, to file an 
Answer with this Court and a copy to the Plaintiff’s 
attorney, Thomas M. Parker, whose address is 108 
Sherway Road, Knoxville, Tennessee 37922, within 
thirty (30) days from the last date of publication, 
or a judgment by default may be entered and the 
cause set for hearing ex parte as to said petition. 
If there is no answer, a hearing on the Complaint 
for Divorce shall be heard on September 25, 2026, 
before the Honorable Tom McFarland, Chancellor, 
at the Morgan County Chancery Court, Morgan 
County Courthouse located at 415 N. Kingston 
Street, Wartburg, Tennessee 37887. Failure to 
answer or appear may result in the relief requested 
in the petition. This notice will be published in The 
Knoxville Focus newspaper for four (4) consecutive 
weeks, July 20, 27, August 3, and August 10, 
2026.

This the 9 day of July, 2026 
Angela R. Anderson

Clerk and Master
Morgan County Chancery Court

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO: ANYITH XIOMARA CASTRILLON

IN RE: FRANK R. MILBOURN, Plaintiff
v.

ANYITH XIOMARA CASTRILLON, Defendant

DOCKET NO. 213273 Part II

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant, 
ANYITH XIOMARA CASTRILLON, a non-resident 
of the State of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts 
cannot be ascertained upon diligent search and 
inquiry, so that the ordinary process of law cannot 
be served upon ANYITH XIOMARA CASTRILLON, it 
is ordered that said defendant, ANYITH XIOMARA 
CASTRILLON file an answer with the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court at Knoxville, 
Tennessee, on or before thirty (30) days of the 
last date of publication or a judgement by default 
will be taken against you and the cause will be set 
for hearing Ex-Parte as to you before Chancellor 
Richard “Bud” Armstrong  at the Knox County 
Chancery Court, Division II, 400 Main Street, 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902. 

This notice will be published in The Knoxville 
Focus for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This the 14th day of JULY, 2026.

Addison Campoverde
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
BY PUBLICATION
TO: CHRISTOPHER GLENN, SUMMER 

GREENLEE, KENDALL GLENN, and 
ANY UNKNOWN HEIRS of

LUCY ANN GLENN (deceased)

IN RE: BRENT BAXLEY, 
Personal Representative

Vs.
CHRISTOPHER GLENN, SUMMER GREENLEE, 
KENDALL GLENN, and ANY UNKNOWN HEIRS 
of LUCY ANN GLENN (deceased), Defendants

No. 78185-3
IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 

COUNTY, TENNESSEE, PROBATE DIVISION
It appearing from the Petition for Small Estate 

Limited Letters of Administration filed herein, that 
CHRISTOPHER GLENN, SUMMER GREENLEE, and 
KENDALL GLENN are potential heirs of Lucy Ann 
Glenn, deceased, who are either non-residents of 
the State of Tennessee or whose whereabouts 
are currently unknown and cannot be ascertained 
upon diligent search and inquiry such that the 
ordinary process of law cannot be served upon 
them; it appearing also from the Petition that Lucy 
Ann Glenn, deceased, may have additional heirs 
whose existence and current whereabouts are also 
unknown and cannot be ascertained upon diligent 
search and inquiry such that the ordinary process 
of law cannot be served upon them. Therefore, it 
is ordered that said Defendants, both missing and 
unknown, file an answer with the Clerk & Master of 
the Chancery Court (Probate Division) at Knoxville, 
Tennessee and with L. Eric Ebbert, Petitioner's 
attorney, whose address is The Ebbert Law 
Firm, 9145 Cross Park Dr, Suite 103, Knoxville, 
TN 37923, Telephone (865) 234-2488, within 
thirty (30) days of the last date of publication or 
a judgment of default will be taken against you ex 
parte for failure to respond. 

This Notice shall be published in the Knoxville 
FOCUS for four (4) consecutive weeks.

Entered this 12th day of March, 2026.

Hon. Christopher D. Heagerty
Chancellor

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO: JADE CHRISTOPHER TATOM

IN RE: THE ADOPTION OF A MINOR 
CHILD, K. J. T., DOB: 09/23/2016

BY: JESSE SAMUEL HAWKINS and DANIELLE 
LEIGH HAWKINS (VINCELETTE), Petitioners

v.
JADE CHRISTOPHER TATOM, Respondent

DOCKET NO. 211019-1

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant, JADE 
CHRISTOPHER TATOM, a non-resident of the State 
of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts cannot be 
ascertained upon diligent search and inquiry, so 
that the ordinary process of law cannot be served 
upon JADE CHRISTOPHER TATOM, it is ordered 
that said defendant, JADE CHRISTOPHER TATOM, 
file an answer with the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court at Knoxville, Tennessee and with 
Ellen R. Copper, an Attorney whose address is 800 
South Gay Street, Suite 275, Knoxville, TN 37923, 

within thirty (30) days of the last date of publication 
or a judgement by default will be taken against you 
and the cause will be set for hearing Ex-Parte as to 
you before Chancellor John F. Weaver in the Knox 
County Chancery Court, Division I, at 400 W. Main 
Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902. 

This notice will be published in The Knoxville 
Focus for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 13 day of JULY, 2026.

Jessica L. Haun
Interim Clerk and Master

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO: JEFFREY RAY WOLFENBARGER

IN RE: GAYA DARCEL 
WOLFENBARGER, Plaintiff

v.
JEFFREY RAY WOLFENBARGER, Defendant

DOCKET NO. 213143 Part I

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant, 
JEFFREY RAY WOLFENBARGER, a non-resident of 
the State of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts 
cannot be ascertained upon diligent search and 
inquiry, so that the ordinary process of law cannot 
be served upon JEFFREY RAY WOLFENBARGER, 
it is ordered that said defendant, JEFFREY RAY 
WOLFENBARGER, file an answer with the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court at Knoxville, 
Tennessee and with Ryan S. Wortley, an Attorney 
whose address is 3715 Powers St., Knoxville, TN 
37917, on or before thirty (30) days of the last 
date of publication or a judgement by default will 
be taken against you and the cause will be set 
for hearing Ex-Parte as to you before Chancellor 
John Weaver at the Knox County Chancery Court, 
Division I, 400 Main Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 
37902. 

This notice will be published in The Knoxville 
Focus for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This the 14th day of JULY, 2026.

Addison Campoverde
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
BY PUBLICATION

TO: JENNIFER LYNN FOWLER

IN RE: SAMEH MUNTHER KAMAL, Plaintiff
v.

JENNIFER LYNN FOWLER, Defendant

DOCKET NO. 213231-PART I
IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 

COUNTY, TENNESSEE
In this cause, it appearing from the Motion 

for Service of Publication and the certification 
by the process server that your whereabouts are 
unknown to Plaintiff so that ordinary process 
of law cannot be served, you, JENNIFER LYNN 
FOWLER, Defendant, are hereby notified that you 
are required to file with the Chancery Court of Knox 
County at Knoxville, Tennessee, your defense to 
the Complaint filed against you in said cause.  A 
notice shall be published for four consecutive weeks 
in The Knoxville Focus newspaper in Knoxville, 
TN.  At or before  30 days from the date of the 
last publication, a true copy of your defense to 
the Complaint filed against you, JENNIFER LYNN 
FOWLER, Defendant, must be served on Jedidiah 
C. McKeehan, McKeehan Law Group, LLC, 6705 
Albunda Drive, Knoxville, Tennessee 37919.

In case of your failure to do so, judgment by 
default may be rendered against you for the relief 
demanded in the Complaint.

This the 6th day of July, 2026.
John F. Weaver

Chancellor

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
BY PUBLICATION

TO: CASEY NEWPORT

IN RE: THE ADOPTION OF A MALE 
CHILD, K.J.N., DOB 06/14/2017

BY: AMANDA HAMBY and SAMUEL 
E. HAMBY, Plaintiffs

Vs.
CASEY NEWPORT, Defendant

PETITION FOR TERMINATION 
OF PARENTAL RIGHTS

CAUSE NO. A-7-26
IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR MORGAN 

COUNTY, TENNESSEE
In this cause, being a Petition for Termination 

of Parental Rights, which is sworn to as well as 
the Motion and Order for Publication, that the 
whereabouts of the Defendant, CASEY NEWPORT, 
is unknown and cannot be ascertained upon diligent 
inquiry it is ordered that Publication be made for 
four (4) consecutive weeks, as required by law, 
in The Knoxville Focus, a newspaper published in 
Knox County, Tennessee, notifying said Defendant, 
CASEY NEWPORT, to file an Answer with the 
Chancery Court for Morgan County, Tennessee at 
415 N. Kingston St., #104, Wartburg Tennessee 
37887, and send a copy to Plaintiff 's attorneys, 
Megan Hutchens Esq., and Oldfield Law Tennessee 
PLLC whose address is 10263 Kingston Pike 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37922, within thirty (30) days 
from the last date of publication, exclusive of said 
date of publication or a judgment by default may be 
entered against her.

This cause is set for hearing before the court 
on the 25th day of September, 2026 at the Morgan 
County Chancery Court located at 415 N. Kingston 
St., # 104, Wartburg, Tennessee 37887.

This the 1st day of July, 2026.
Angela R. Anderson

Morgan County Chancery Court Clerk

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
BY PUBLICATION

TO: LISA BULLOCK

IN RE: THE ESATE OF JACK 
EUGENE MCMAHAN

BY: LEE ROY MCMAHAN, Personal 
Representative / Petitioner

Vs.
LISA BULLOCK, Respondent

No. 90335-1

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE,

PROBATE DIVISION
It appearing from the Petition for Approval of 

Accounting, Administrative Expenses, and Final 
Distribution and to Allow Service by Publication filed 
herein, that LISA BULLOCK, an heir-at-law of Jack 
Eugene McMahan, deceased, is a non-resident of 
the State of Tennessee or her current whereabouts 
are unknown and cannot be ascertained upon 
diligent search and inquiry such that the ordinary 
process of law cannot be served upon her.

Therefore, it is ORDERED that LISA BULLOCK, 
Respondent, appear before the Chancery Court for 
Knox County, Tennessee, Probate Division, located 

at 400 W. Main Street, Suite 125, Knoxville, 
Tennessee 37902, on the 17th day of September, 
2026, at 9:30 a.m., to respond to the Petition for 
Approval of Accounting, Administrative Expenses, 
and Final Distribution. If she fails to appear and 
respond as required, she will be deemed not to have 
responded, and the matter may proceed without 
further notice to her.

This Notice shall be published in The Knoxville 
Focus for four (4) consecutive weeks.

Entered this 6th day of July, 2026.

Honorable John F. Weaver
Chancellor

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JULIA A. CONNER
DOCKET NUMBER 92815-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of 
July, 2026, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of JULIA A. CONNER, who died December 
24, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 22 day of JULY, 2026.
 

ESTATE OF JULIA A. CONNER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JENNIFER CANNON, EXECUTRIX

219  S. EAST END ROAD
STRAWBERRY PLAINS, TN 37871

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JEANINE LYNN COULTER
DOCKET NUMBER 92857-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 24 day of 
July, 2026, letters administration in respect of 
the Estate of JEANINE LYNN COULTER, who died 
July 12, 2026, were issued to the undersigned by 
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 24 day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF JEANINE LYNN COULTER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
LON O NOYES, ADMINISTRATOR

5848 NORTH SHORE ROAD
ACWORTH, GA 30101

MELINDA BUCK BROWN, ATTORNEY
162 TALMEDA ROAD

OAK RIDGE, TN 37830

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CAROLYN ANNETTE CROWE
DOCKET NUMBER 92801-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 21st day 
of July, 2026, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of CAROLYN ANNETTE CROWE, 
who died March 10, 2026, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against his or 
her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 21st day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF CAROLYN ANNETTE CROWE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SUSAN CROWE COLLIER
7864 SCENIC OAKS RD.

KNOXVILLE, TN 37938

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARTIN LUTHER CURB
DOCKET NUMBER 92845-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 24 day of 
July, 2026, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of MARTIN LUTHER CURB, who died May 
12, 2026, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 24 day of JULY, 2026.
 

ESTATE OF MARTIN LUTHER CURB

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
LAUNA DANIELLE TAYLOR, EXECUTRIX

92 DUTTON ROAD
NEW HARTFORD, CT 06057

JAMES T. NORMAND, ATTORNEY
P. O. BOX 6197

OAK RIDGE, TN 37831

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARJORIE W. DYER
DOCKET NUMBER 92793-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 21st day of 
July, 2026, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of MARJORIE W. DYER, who died May 3, 
2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 21st day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF MARJORIE W. DYER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MELANIE ANN BRUMMETTE

4417 CRESTFIELD RD.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37921

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DAVID A. HAKE
DOCKET NUMBER 92855-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 24th day 
of July, 2026, letters testamentary (or letters 
of administration as the case may be) in respect 
of the Estate of DAVID A. HAKE, who died June 
6, 2026, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
of the above-named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 24th day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF DAVID A. HAKE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ERIC R. HAKE

1130 LANDOVER DRIVE
SALISBURY, NC 28147

AMELIA CROTWELL, ATTORNEY
P. O. BOX 3804

KNOXVILLE, TN 37927-3804

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ELSIE PRATER HARTSOOK
DOCKET NUMBER 92744-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 24th day of 
July, 2026, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of ELSIE PRATER HARTSOOK, who died 
March 16, 2026, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 24th day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF ELSIE PRATER HARTSOOK

PERSONAL REPRESESNTATIVE(S)
MARTHA FLETCHER KIMBALL, EXECUTOR

P. O. BOX 24452
KNOXVILLE, TN 37933

WILLIAM D. EDWARDS, ATTORNEY
1111 N. NORTHSHORE DRIVE, SUITE S-700

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF WILLIAM MICHAEL HURD
DOCKET NUMBER 92812-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 23rd day 
of July, 2026, letters administration in respect of 
the Estate of WILLIAM MICHAEL HURD, who died 
May 12, 2026, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 23rd day of July, 2026.

ESTATE OF WILLIAM MICHAEL HURD

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)

STEVEN L. HURD
920 TEAKWOOD RD.

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF STEPHEN ELLIS NATELSON
DOCKET NUMBER 92823-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 23rd day 
of July, 2026, letters testamentary (or letters of 
administration as the case may be) in respect of 
the Estate of STEPHEN ELLIS NATELSON, who 
died May 21, 2026, were issued to Laurie Lu 
Acred Natelson by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the clerk of the above­
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
presc1ibed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 23rd day of JULY, 2026.
 

ESTATE OF STEPHEN ELLIS NATELSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
LAURIE LU ACRED NATELSON

3418 LAKEVIEW DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

ARNOLD G. COHEN, ATTORNEY
6025 BROOKVALE LANE, SUITE 204

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF L. J. SATTERFIELD
DOCKET NUMBER 92850-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 23rd day 
of July, 2026, letters testamentary (or letters of 
administration as the case may be) in respect of 
the Estate of L. J. SATTERFIELD, who died March 
22, 2026, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
of the above-named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 23rd day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF L. J. SATTERFIELD

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MICHAEL RAY SATTERFIELD

1122 COOPER ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37871

M. SAMANTHA PARRIS, ATTORNEY
2908 TAZEWELL PIKE, SUITE G

KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF SHERRY LYNN SEDDON
DOCKET NUMBER 92749-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of 
July, 2026, letters administration in respect of the 
Estate of SHERRY LYNN SEDDON, who died June 
1, 2026, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 22 day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF SHERRY LYNN SEDDON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TERRY T. SMILEY, ADMINISTRATOR

624 BRADDOCKS BLVD.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF RALPH STATON
DOCKET NUMBER 92604-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 24th day 
of July, 2026, Letters Testamentary in respect 
to the Estate of RALPH STATON, deceased, 
who died on February 14, 2026, were issued to 
Lanae Kirwan and Melody Spears, as Co-Personal 
Representatives, by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against said Estate are required to file 
the same with the clerk of the above-named Court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) 
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting as the case may be) of this 
Notice if the creditor received an actual copy of this 
Notice to Creditors at least sixty (60) days before 
the date that is four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication or posting; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the Notice to Creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the Notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting) as described in (1) (A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 24th day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF RALPH STATON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
LANAE KIRWAN

800 DUVALL HWY.
PASADENA, MD 21122

MELODY SPEARS
116 BUSSELL FERRY ROAD

LENOIR CITY, TN 37771

ERIN A. WHITE, ATTORNEY
300 MONTVUE RD.

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DAVID MACKEY WAUGH
DOCKET NUMBER 92751-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 23rd day 
of July, 2026, letters administration in respect of 
the Estate of DAVID MACKEY WAUGH, who died 
June 18, 2026, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the same 
with the Clerk and Master of the above named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) 
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 23rd day of July, 2026.

ESTATE OF DAVID MACKEY WAUGH

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ANNE MACKEY WAUGH

248 BELLE CT.
TALBOT, TN 37877

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DORIS O. YOUNG
DOCKET NUMBER 92868-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 27th day 
of July, 2026, Letters Testamentary in respect to 
the Estate of DORIS O. YOUNG, who died on April 
13, 2026, were issued to the referenced Personal 
Representative by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the clerk of the above-named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) 
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditors received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in the (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 27th day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF DORIS O. YOUNG

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ERIC LEE SHARP

806 SUNNYDALE ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

DONALD J. FARINATO, ATTORNEY
445 S. GAY STREET, SUITE 401

KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF GLORIA LOMBARDO ASLINGER
DOCKET NUMBER 92746-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of 
July, 2026, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of GLORIA LOMBARDO ASLINGER, who died 
on June 15, 2026, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 22 day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF GLORIA LOMBARDO ASLINGER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JAMES R. ASLINGER
7426 PELLEAUX RD.

KNOXVILLE, TN 37938

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ARGEL BUCKNER
DOCKET NUMBER 92882-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 31 day of 
July, 2026, letters of administration in respect of 
the Estate of ARGEL BUCKNER, who died July 
16, 2026, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the above named court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 31 day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF ARGEL BUCKNER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
RANDAL BUCKNER

WESTON A. GANTTE, ATTORNEY
1205 GAY ST.
P. O. BOX 398

DANDRIDGE, TN 37725

Halls has a chance to have another good season
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NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF GAYLE EVANS
DOCKET NUMBER 92817-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of 
July, 2026, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of GAYLE EVANS, who died on June 10, 
2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 22 day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF GAYLE EVANS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MARK TREADWAY, EXECUTOR

8205 RICHLAND COLONY ROAD 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

M. CATHERINE WARMBROD, ATTORNEY
10805 KINGSTON PIKE, SUITE 200

KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PATRICIA EDELENE FORD
DOCKET NUMBER 92858-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 4th day of 
August, 2026, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of PATRICIA EDELENE FORD, who died 
July 9, 2026, were issued to the undersigned by 
the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 4th day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF PATRICIA EDELENE FORD

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JANICE RAY

1431 ELLIS LOOP
SEVIERVILLE, TN 37876

M. SUE WHITE, ATTORNEY
216 PHOENIX CT., SUITE D

SEYMOUR, TN 37865

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF WALTER R. GAWRYLA
DOCKET NUMBER 92766-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 15th day of 
July, 2026, Letters of Administration in respect 
of the Estate of WALTER R. GAWRYLA, who died 
April 11, 2026, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the Clerk of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this Notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this Notice To Creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the Notice To Creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the Notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 15th day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF WALTER R. GAWRYLA

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MARTHA F. EARL, ADMINISTRATRIX

9322 BARRINGTON BLVD.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

VICTORIA 8. TILLMAN, ATTORNEY
1019 ORCHID DRIVE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JANICE LYN GRAY
DOCKET NUMBER 92862-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 31 day of 
July, 2026, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of JANICE LYN GRAY, who died June 
3, 2026, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
of the above named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 31 day of July, 2026.

ESTATE OF JANICE LYN GRAY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JAMES M. BEAM, CO-EXECUTOR
BARBIE L. BEAM, CO-EXECUTOR

701 BRIXWORTH BLVD.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

BRADLEY C. SAGRAVES, ATTORNEY
M. ALAN MOORE, JR., ATTORNEY

NICOLE PFARR, ATTORNEY
2095 LAKESIDE CENTRE WAY, SUITE 131

KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CHARLES E. HARRIS
DOCKET NUMBER 92873-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day of 
August, 2026, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of CHARLES E. HARRIS, who died July 
9, 2026, were issued to the undersigned by the  
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 3 day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF CHARLES E. HARRIS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TAMMY MOTTER, EXECUTRIX

4405 TWIN PINES DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37921

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ELEANOR DOWLING JONES
DOCKET NUMBER 92790-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 29th day of 
July, 2026, Letters Testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of ELEANOR DOWLING JONES, who died 
on June 4, 2026, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 

received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 29th day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF ELEANOR DOWLING JONES

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
PERSHING MORGAN JONES, JR.

14 VINE STREET
HAWTHORN WOODS, IL 60047

MARK E. TILLERY, ATTORNEY
P. O. BOX 12257

KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LYNN P. MCGINNIS
DOCKET NUMBER 92431-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 31 day 
of July, 2026, letters testamentary (or letters 
of administration as the case may be) in respect 
of the Estate of LYNN P. MCGINNIS, who died 
January 10, 2026, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 31 day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF LYNN P. MCGINNIS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DIANE WEST

2000 BRADSHAW GARDEN ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

HEATHER N. MCCOY, ATTORNEY
528 GRACE AVENUE

SEVIERVILLE, TN 37862

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF SUE MORTON
DOCKET NUMBER 92734-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of 
July, 2026, letters administration in respect of 
the Estate of SUE MORTON, who died on June 6, 
2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 22 day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF SUE MORTON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JENNIFER KAY ORLANDI

612 ATLANTIC AVE.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37917

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DOROTHY EVELYN O’TOOLE
DOCKET NUMBER 92789-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 31 day of 
July, 2026, Letters Testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of DOROTHY EVELYN O’TOOLE, who died 
June 13, 2026, were issued to the undersigned 

by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 31 day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF DOROTHY EVELYN O’TOOLE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KIMBERLY EVELYN REASONER

11526 KITTREDGE STREET
COMMERCE CITY, CO 80022

MARK E. TILLERY, ATTORNEY
P. O. BOX 12257

KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ELIZABETH TERRY SMITH
DOCKET NUMBER 92775-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of 
July, 2026, letters administration in respect of the 
Estate of ELIZABETH TERRY SMITH, who died 
May 27, 2026, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 22 day of July, 2026.

ESTATE OF ELIZABETH TERRY SMITH

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JORDAN P. SMITH, ADMINISTRATOR

123 AZALEA CIRCLE
HARRIMAN, TN 37748

MELINDA BUCK BROWN, ATTORNEY
162 TALMEADA ROAD
OAK RIDGE, TN 37830

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF REBECCA FOX STOOTS
DOCKET NUMBER 92837-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of 
July, 2026, Letters Testamentary in respect to 
the Estate of REBECCA FOX STOOTS, who died 
May 17, 2026, were issued to the undersigned by 
the Probate Court for Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the Estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk of the 
above named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this Notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the Notice to Creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the Notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 22 day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF REBECCA FOX STOOTS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SUZANNA F. VICARS

900 S. GAY ST., STE. 2400
KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

O. E. SCHOW, IV, ATTORNEY

900 SOUTH GAY STREET, 9th FLOOR
P. O. BOX 900

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901-0900

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CLAY EDWARD STREVEL
DOCKET NUMBER 92774-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 31 day of 
July, 2026, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of CLAY EDWARD STREVEL, who died 
June 18, 2026, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 31 day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF CLAY EDWARD STREVEL

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JOHN PORTER STREVEL, EXECUTOR

2305 HIGHLAND DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF GEORGIA ANN VALENTINE
DOCKET NUMBER 92832-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of 
July, 2026, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of GEORGIA ANN VALENTINE, who died on 
June 25, 2026, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the Estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 22 day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF GEORGIA ANN VALENTINE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
GARY LYNN VALENTINE

1730 HALEY GLENN LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

M. SUE WHITE
216 PHOENIX CT., SUITE D

SEYMOUR, TN 37865

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ELVA LOUISE [HAGA] VAUGHAN
DOCKET NUMBER 92847-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day 
of August, 2026, letters testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of ELVA LOUISE [HAGA] 
VAUGHAN, who died July 2, 2026, were issued 
to the undersigned by the  Clerk and Master of 
the Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against his or her 
estate are required to file the same with the Clerk 
and Master of the above named court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 3 day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF ELVA LOUISE [HAGA] VAUGHAN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MARK SHAWN VAUGHAN, EXECUTOR

11707 JEFFREY LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

MISC.  NOTICES
LEGAL SECTION 94
Knox County will receive bids for the following 

items and services:

BID 3758, CONTRACTOR AND MULTIFAMILY 
CONTRACTOR SERVICES FOR CAC, Due 9/9/26

For additional information call 865-215-
5777, stop by the Procurement Division, 1000 
North Central St., Suite 100, Knoxville, TN  
37917, or visit our website: www.knoxcounty.
org/procurement. To bid on Knox County surplus 
items, go to www.govdeals.com .

PUBLIC NOTICE
Request for Bids – KCDC, the Public Housing 

Authority for Knoxville & Knox County, posts all 
of its solicitations at www.kcdc.org/procurement.  
Click on ‘Open Solicitations’ and follow the link.  

PUBLIC NOTICE
Knoxville-Knox County Continuum 

of Care Board Meeting
When: August 20, 2026, from 12:00 pm to 

1:00 pm
Where: United Way of Greater Knoxville, 1301 

Hannah Avenue
Details: Meeting is open to the public.
To sign up for public forum, please email 

office@knoxtnhousing.org.
Agenda available by August 13 at 

knoxtnhousing.org

PUBLIC NOTICE - 
SEEKING RESUMÉS
The Knox County Commission shall receive 

letters and resumés/credentials from candidates 
seeking an appointment to one (1) vacancy on the 
Knox County Board of Construction Appeals, with 
a term to expire December 31, 2032. Candidate 
must be a registered design professional with 
architectural experience. Resumés should be 
submitted by mail, fax, e-mail or hand-delivered 
no later than Friday, August 21, 2026 at 4:00 
pm to:

Office of the Knox County Commission
Suite 603, City County Building

400 Main Street
Knoxville, TN  37902

Phone: 215-2534
FAX:  215-2038

E-mail:  commission@knoxcounty.org

The Knox County Commission will interview 
candidates at the Commission Optional Agenda 
Review meeting on Monday, August 24, 2026 at 
3:00 p.m. in the Main Assembly Room of the City-
County Building, 400 West Main Street.

The Commission’s appointment shall be 
considered during the regularly scheduled meeting 
of the Knox County Commission on Monday, 
August 31, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. in the Main 
Assembly Room of the City-County Building, 400 
West Main Street.

PUBLIC NOTICE
THE FOLLOWING ITEM WILL BE 

CONSIDERED BY THE KNOX COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS AT THEIR MONTHLY ZONING 
MEETING SCHEDULED FOR MONDAY, AUGUST 
24, 2026, AT 5:00 P.M. IN THE MAIN ASSEMBLY 
ROOM, CITY-COUNTY BUILDING, 400 MAIN 
STREET, KNOXVILLE, TN.

FOR INFORMATION RELATED TO THIS ITEM 
PLEASE VISIT https://commission.knoxcountytn.
gov/ OR VISIT THE COMMISSION OFFICE IN 
SUITE 603 OF THE CITY-COUNTY BUILDING, 
EMAIL COMMISSION AT commission@
knoxcounty.org OR CALL 865-215-2534.

USE ON REVIEW
7-B-26-UR – THOMAS M. HALE 

/ VULCAN LANDS, INC.
Request for a Conditional Use Permit for 

mining and mineral extraction (quarry) expansion 
in A (Agricultural) district. Property is located at 0, 
1624 Graybeal Road / Parcel ID 129 080 (partial), 
08001, pursuant to Knox County Zoning Ordinance 
Section 4.50.02.B. (Commission District 6)

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES

Several years ago, I 
asked what Focus readers 
collected, and the answers 
ran the gamut. My wife and 
I continue to collect, and 
one of my favorite things is 
coffee cups.

Each cup in our wide col-
lection represents trips, 
events, people and places 
we want to recall. A glance 
at just one section of our 
collection, sitting on two 
long kitchen shelves, brings 
back memories.

We have whale cups from 
viewing them from boats 
and when my wife petted 
a Beluga at the Atlanta 
Aquarium.

Our Knoxville Focus cup, 
given by the publisher to 
employees and advertis-
ers, sits inside a plastic 
bag in a place of honor to 
remind me of my years of 
reporting and the newspa-
per’s history in Knoxville.

Our Quebec cup helps 
us recall a camping trip we 
made to Canada years ago, 
when we went to Montreal 
and the coast. It was a 
great and long venture.

Our Lincoln Memorial 
University Museum cup 
brings back memories of 
touring that informative 
building in Harrogate. It 
also brings back memories 
of a visit many years ago to 
the Ford Theater, Lincoln’s 
birthplace, and his grave.

We have a cup from 
Pickett State Park, where 

we walked through cliffs, 
rock shelters and arches. 
We’ve visited most of 
Tennessee’s state parks 
and will buy cups or but-
tons whenever we see 
them on sale.

We have a rather gener-
ic camping vehicle cup 
to remind us of the many 
camping trips we’ve made 
in various RVs we’ve owned 
over the years.

Among the large 

collection is a cup com-
memorating the total 
eclipse we saw in  2024, 
a Tabasco sauce cup from 
our visit to their plant in 
Louisiana, a London cup 
from a vacation there that 

my wife gifted our young-
est son and me, and sev-
eral cups from state and 
national parks.

I have never counted 
the number of cups, and 
the collection continues to 
grow. We have a few cups 
of places we haven’t visit-
ed, like our Alaska cup, but 
even that is on our bucket 
list. And there’s a box of 
coffee cups in storage that 
we either didn’t have room 
on the two long shelves 
for them or that they are 
duplicates.

In more than 60 years 
of marriage and almost 30 
years living in Knoxville, we 
have collected other things 
as well, including tourist 
and political buttons, trin-
kets, keepsakes, Coast 
Guard hats, books, DVDs, 
8-tracks and neckties.

I don’t think of our many 
collections as things but as 
memories.

More Than 
A Day Away

By Mike Steely

We collect coffee cups

We have hundreds of coffee cups we collect, lining two shelves with memories of places 
and experiences we’ve shared.
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