
August 17, 2026	 www.knoxfocus.com	 PAGE A1PAGE APB	 The Knoxville Focus	    August 17, 2026

By Ken Lay

Knox County celebrated the 
opening of a dog park at Clayton 
Park with a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony Thursday morning.

The park is located in the Halls 
Crossroads community on Norris 
Freeway,

The grand opening culminates 
a project that the county began in 
2020 and the dog park is the fifth 
and final park to open.

It’s a natural facility, meaning 
that the county left the trees and 
fallen logs in place.

Knox County Parks and Recre-
ation Senior Director Joe Mack 

emceed the brief ceremony but 
one person who played a vital 
role in the project, Mayor Glenn 
Jacobs, was absent due to a prior 
commitment.

“Glenn Jacobs won’t be able to 
join us today and I’m sorry that 
he’s not here,” Mack said. “He 
played a big part in this and we’re 
lucky to have a mayor that under-
stands the value of recreation.

“We learned from COVID how 
important parks are and the role 
they play in the community. It was 
one of the only places people 
could go. And we’ve seen that 
continue to grow since 2020.”

Randy Boyd of the Boyd Foun-
dation was also present in North 
Knox County. The foundation 
formed a partnership with the 
county and the City of Knoxville. 
It donated $500,000 and the 
goal was to make Knoxville and 
Knox County No. 1 per capita in 
dog parks.

The county took surveys to 
determine where the public 
wanted the dog parks.

“This shows just what can 
happen when we as the county 
communicate with the people,” 
Mack said. “In order for us to 
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Take One!

ONLINE AUCTION
Friday, August 21

See photos at 
fountaincityauction.com

Fountain City Auction 
(865)474-9931
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Merle Norman
5115 Homburg Rd

Knoxville, TN 37919
865-525-9595

M-F 10-5, Sa 10-3

WE’RE BACK
Come see Edith at our new location.

‘23 Ford Expedition Plat 4X4, 6K miles! $65,500
2023 Infiniti QX80 Premium 4X4, V8 $51,999
2025 Nissan Pathfinder SV 4X4, Clean! $33,590 
‘23 Ford F-150 Tremor 4X4, Crew, Loaded! $54,555
2024 Chrysler Pacifica LTD Fully loaded! $37,990

2023 Ford Transit 
12 Pass Van, XLT $36,999

Prices include $399 dock fee. Plus tax, 
tag and title. WAC. Dealer retains all re-
bates. Restrictions may apply. See Dealer 
for details. Prices good through next week.

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The Tennessee Valley 
Fair’s time at Knoxville’s 
Chilhowee Park will end in 
a few years. The grounds 
there are proposed to 
become a true city park, 
and the Jacob Building 
will be taken over by Muse 
Knoxville for its own use. 

Talks have been under-
way by the county and 
others to find another 
place to hold the popular 
annual event. 

The Knox County Com-
mission’s August agenda 
has a resolution to 
approve a Real Estate 

Letter of Intent Ground 
Lease with Strong Stock 
Farm, LLC for 120 acres 
at 8217 Rutledge Pike. 
Within that agreement is 
the possible use of the 
unimproved property for 
an agricultural center and 
possibly “county fairs.” 

Knox County Mayor 
Glenn Jacobs and the 
Finance Department are 
proposing to lease 120 of 
the 167.12 acres there. 
The tentative agreement 
is for a yearly rent of 
$150,000. The issue was 
postponed by the commis-
sion during their June and 

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The third monthly meeting of the 
Chilhowee Park Advisory Group drew 
some questions and some disap-
pointments last week in the Jacob 
Building. The 81-acre property, with 
its features and buildings, will be 
transitioning into a Knoxville City 
Park over the next few years.

The city has already pledged $10 
million in changes, beginning with 
$2 million this year. Parks and Rec-
reation will operate the park, open-
ing the gates for public use. Muse 
Knoxville is to begin renovations at 
the Jacob Building after the Tennes-
see Valley Fair uses it in September. 
The fair’s agreement to use Chilhow-
ee Park runs through 2029.

Citizens had comments about 
possible plans to enlarge the lake 
there along with their fears of flood-
ing. Some were upset that the pro-
posal for housing and a hotel there 

were neglected in the plans. The 
use of buildings that are historic or 
cultural was questioned. The future 
of the amphitheater there was also 
questioned concerning how much of 
it would be preserved.

The future of the “tunnel” below 

Magnolia Avenue, separating the 
former midway from the main park, 
was also discussed.

The Chilhowee Park Advisory 
Group will hold another public meet-
ing September 22 in the Jacob Build-
ing.

County hosts ribbon-cutting ceremony for dog park in Halls

PHOTO BY KEN LAY. 

Knox County officials joined Randy Boyd in cutting the ribbon to of-
ficially open a new dog park at Clayton Park in the Halls community.

Knox County is paus-
ing work on the proposed 
Unified Development Ordi-
nance to allow Mayor-Elect 
Betsy Henderson and 
incoming County Commis-
sioners time to become 
fully familiar with the pro-
cess and potential out-
comes before moving for-
ward.

The second draft of the 
proposed zoning map has 
generated significant inter-
est and feedback from resi-
dents and property owners 
throughout Knox County. 
The administration’s goal 
throughout the process 
has been to protect prop-
erty rights while elevating 
development standards 
across the county.

Because the project will 
extend beyond the current 
administration’s term, the 
county believes a transi-
tion period will provide the 
incoming administration 
and new County Commis-
sioners with the time nec-
essary to review the work 
completed to date and 

determine the appropriate 
next steps.

“From the beginning, we 
have said we want to get 
this right, and we are going 
to follow through with that, 
even if it takes more time,” 
said Knox County Mayor 
Glenn Jacobs. “Since we will 
not be able to complete this 
work before the end of my 
term, I am entrusting May-
or-Elect Betsy Henderson 
and the incoming County 
Commission to carry this 
work forward. Pausing the 
work now will give the next 
administration the oppor-
tunity to fully understand 
the proposal, gather more 
community feedback, and 
make informed decisions 
about how to proceed.”

Residents may continue 
to submit comments and 
concerns regarding the 
proposed zoning map and 
Unified Development Ordi-
nance at AdvanceKnox.
org/UDO or by contacting 
the project team at con-
tact@advanceknox.org.

Knox County 
pauses UDO work 
to allow incoming 

administration 
time to review

Proposed Chilhowee Park 
changes draw questions

PHOTO BY MIKE STEELY

The future of the amphitheater in Chilhowee Park and several other build-
ings is in question as the city moves to hold public meetings for the advisory 
board and the public. The Tennessee Valley Fair has a few more years there 
before the historic park becomes a city park.

Will the TN Valley 
Fair move to 

Rutledge Pike?

CAK coach Chad Speck (left) and Concord Christian School coach Steve Matthews set up an arm wrestling 
showdown at this year’s KFOA Media Day. It could boil over into a struggle on the field when the Warriors 
and Lions clash Saturday at CCS in Week 1 of the 2026 high school football season. Please see other prep foot-
ball stories and pictures in Sports and Recreation, Section C

Football fun!
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If socialists understood 
economics, they wouldn’t 
be socialists.

Friedrich Hayek

I have never been one to 
avoid a topic, but human 
sexuality - specifically 
gender identification - has 
become a taboo subject if 
you disagree with liberal/
progressives, Democrats 
or DSA types (Democrat-
ic Socialists of America). 
And in this war of ideology 
and words, my focus is to 
expose lies.

I believe there are girly 
men and butchy gals. 
People are born different-
ly, and that’s OK. We can’t 
be the same, nor should 
we be. However, with rare 
exceptions, people are 
born with XX (female) or 
XY (male) chromosomes. 
We are told to “follow the 
science,” and I do, unless 
it has been perverted by 
activism and politics. We’ve 
seen what happens when 
ideology, money, power or 
even religion corrupts sci-
ence, genetics and reality. 
Pumping someone full of 

estrogen or testosterone 
will not change a human’s 
DNA. Nor will removing 
healthy organs. And these 
so-called treatments are 
especially problematic for 
children before adulthood.

The latest brouhaha of 
human sexuality is in the 
WNBA (Women’s Nation-
al Basketball Associa-
tion). Frankly, I don’t care 
what this sports league 
decides about competi-
tion because I have never 
watched a WNBA game. I 
do watch the Lady Vols bas-
ketball team and believe 
that Title 9 is designed to 
protect women athletes, 
allowing them to compete 
against other women. But 
here’s the problem with the 
WNBA: the name and the 
bylaws say it is a league for 
women to play basketball. 
But what if you can’t define 
a woman? SCOTUS Justice 
Ketanji Brown Jackson 
couldn’t define a woman. 
Now, several former male 
NBA (National Basketball 
Association) players are 
identifying as women and 
want to play in the WNBA. 

Do you see what happens 
when you diverge from real-
ity?

Women’s sports and 
transgenderism are not the 
only fault lines for reality. 
The Democrat governor of 
Massachusetts just signed 
a bill making her state the 
latest to authorize abor-
tion up until the moment 
of birth. Perhaps extenuat-
ing circumstances such as 
a mother’s life or a genet-
ic or organ defect of the 
infant might be theoretical 
or rare considerations. But 
the clapping women stand-
ing around the governor as 
she signs and arguably 
legalizes infanticide was 
disturbing for me.

Quickening is when the 
pregnant mother feels 
her baby move. Science 
and modern ultrasound 
reveal the attributes of a 
pre-born infant which were 
not demonstrable in times 
past. Our words and defi-
nitions are inherently arbi-
trary, especially when defin-
ing life. But surely a moving, 
sensing infant is as much 
a human just before birth 
as afterwards. Until ethi-
cists, scientists and theo-
logians define when human 
life begins, I will have to err 
on the side that a fertilized 
egg has a full complement 
of DNA to form a human 
being.

At this writing, the feck-
less Senate has gone 
on summer recess with-
out passing the SAVE Act. 
It’s hard to get Americans 
to agree on most things, 

but 71% support requir-
ing proof of citizenship for 
registering to vote and pre-
senting a photo ID when 
you vote. Sixty-nine percent 
of independents and 50% 
of Democrats think this is 
rational. However, Senate 
Democrats oppose these 
voting integrity provisions, 
as do most Congressio-
nal Democrats. One could 
conclude this irrationality 
is actually rational for Dem-
ocrats because they need 
illegal voting. No wonder 
Marsha Blackburn wants to 
leave the Senate and come 
home to Tennessee, where 
common sense Americans 
live.

These days we hear 
a lot about affordability. 
Recently, a college student 
achieved some notoriety 
when he complained about 
a $20 burrito. I have been 
blessed, and I can afford a 
$20 burrito, but I wouldn’t. 
I’d advise the young man 
to go to the store and buy 
ingredients for a fraction 
of the restaurant price and 
make his own burrito. I can 
afford to buy a $6 Star-
bucks latte, but I won’t.

In 1944, the Austrian 
economist Fredrich Hayek 
wrote his classic “The 
Road to Serfdom.” If the 
young collegiate ran across 
Hayek’s book, I hope he 
understands that a “serf 
is an agricultural laborer 
bound to the land in ser-
vitude,” and not a Smurf. 
However, too many never 
learned or irrationally 
reject the basic economic 

principles outlined in 
Hayek’s book.

Since my mission is to 
expose the lies of the left, 
including those of social-
ism, I’ll take a moment for 
a brief overview of capital-
ism and why socialism has 
always been a failure. The 
Founders understood that 
individuals who are free to 
work for themselves rather 
than some collective are 
more prosperous, innova-
tive and fiscally respon-
sible. Economist Adam 
Smith in his “The Wealth 
of Nations” wrote, “It is not 
from the benevolence of 
the butcher, the brewer, or 
the baker that we expect 
our dinner, but from their 
regard to their own inter-
est…”

The role of limited gov-
ernment under the rule of 
law is to protect citizens. 
Then, millions using their 
talents and responding to 
opportunities and market 
prices produce a better 
system than bureaucratic 
central planning.

Hayek thought there 
should be “reasonable 
social support programs,” 
but we have seen terri-
ble abuses in Minnesota, 
California and elsewhere. 
When the government 
begins favoring industries 
(example wind/solar) or 
businesses (electric cars) 
or price controls (rent), 
“incentives become dis-
torted.” The book “Toxic 
Charity” demonstrated 
how the disadvantaged 
can be actually harmed by 

well-intentioned giving. A 
hand-out is very different 
from a hand-up. Where the 
incentive to keep the fruits 
of your labors is removed, 
stagnation and shortages 
are inevitable, making citi-
zens serfs of Big Brother.

History teaches the fail-
ures of central planning in 
Russia, North Korea, Cuba 
and China before the latter 
modified the strict Marx-
ism of Mao along capitalist 
lines. “Systems that ignore 
incentives stagnate and 
collapse” (Les Rubin). 

I’ll close with one last 
observation and warning. 
Would you trust a liar? I’m 
not talking about a so-
called white lie a man might 
tell his wife when asked if 
her dress is too tight. I’m 
talking about Nancy Pelosi 
stating she never saw 
Biden impaired. Or Harry 
Reid saying Mitt Romney 
didn’t pay his taxes and 
then justifying himself with, 
“We won.” What about the 
media liars who then write 
books about their lies (Jake 
Tapper)?

Yes, I know it’s tough to 
find the truth. But if some-
thing is too good to be true, 
it probably isn’t. Socialism 
is contrary to common 
sense and has never 
worked. And the DSA types 
are not only liars but crazy.

Will you trade your free-
dom for the serfdom and 
slavery of Big Brother? I 
hope we don’t.
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By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The brief Wednesday 
morning meeting of the 
Knox County Ethics Com-
mittee saw no ethics com-
plaints, as usual, and did 
a bit of adjusting officer 
roles to fill in until the Sep-
tember reorganization.

Chairwoman Deborah 
Stafford announced the 
meeting was her last and 

spoke of how major chang-
es recommended by the 
ethics committee’s sub-
committee were forward-
ed to the Knox County 
Commission and  adopted. 
She credited the members 
and subcommittee chair 
Michael Bittel.

“It was a lot of work and 
lots of changes,” Stafford 
told the full committee 
members. 

Stafford then called 

on the ethics group to 
choose a temporary chair 
to serve until September’s 
reorganization and Bittel 
was nominated by Krystal 
Gibson, who is also leav-
ing the group because her 
husband has been elected 
Knox County Sheriff. Bittel 
was elected interim chair 
and called for the selec-
tion of a temporary vice-
chair. Marcus Hilliard was 
nominated and chosen.

Stafford also noted that 
not only she and Gibson 
are leaving but that Steven 
Goodpaster and Carletta 
Rando-Smelcer are term-
limited. That leaves four 
seats vacant until the new 
Knox County Commission 
names four new members.

Other members of the 
ethics committee are 
Perrin Anderson, Rusty 
Goddard and Gary Anders. 

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

On Wednesday, the Knox 
County Fire and Technical 
Rescue Committee lament-
ed the members who will 
be leaving the group. Sev-
eral members, includ-
ing At-large Commission-
er Kim Frazier and Knox 
County Chief Operating 
Officer Dwight Van de Vate, 
are leaving as the county 
administration changes.

Van de Vate was credit-
ed with the creation of the 
group. 

Knox 911 Director Brad 
Anders chaired the meeting 
and noted that all the mem-
orandums of understand-
ing with the various fire and 
rescue organizations have 

been approved. He also 
said that the new policy 
dealing with non-emergen-
cy 911 calls is working. 
Callers with non-critical 
situations are now being 
referred to other rides to 
get to medical treatment. 
He said some of the public 
has yet to adjust to the new 
policy.

The new Emergency Med-
ical Services member on 
the committee is April Cay-
wood, an American Medi-
cal Response operations 
manager and responder. 
Anders introduced her to 
the group and she spoke 
briefly. It was noted that 
AMR’s service “under the 
bridge” in Knoxville to the 
homeless community is 
making a difference. 

July meetings. 
“Since the proposed agri-

cultural center and property 
are Knox County’s project, 
Knox County would be the 
best contact for questions,” 

Abby Villas, marketing man-
ager for the Tennessee 
Valley Fair, responded. 

“The Tennessee Valley 
Fair isn’t a party to the pro-
posed lease agreement,” 
she added.

Will the TN Valley 
Fair move to 

Rutledge Pike?

Terms come to close for some ethics members 

Fire and Rescue Committee 
welcomes new EMS member

April Caywood became the 
new EMS member of the 
Fire and Technical Rescue 
Committee on Wednesday, 
joining the Knox Coun-
ty body made up of Knox 
911, fire department, res-
cue squad and local govern-
ment representatives. Photo 
by Mike Steely.

Cont. from page 1
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It seems everywhere I go, 
I hear complaints from Knox 
Countians about traffic con-
gestion.  It is a legitimate 
complaint, as over time, it 
is increasingly apparent we 
have more folks driving on 
more roads.  According to 
statistics, the City of Knox-
ville had 185,121 people 
in 2016; Knox County had 
a population of 456,410 
in 2016.   Today, the best 
estimates are that there 
are 203,991 residents in 
the City of Knoxville and 
515,309 people living 
inside Knox County.  Those 
are likely conservative esti-
mates.   Another frequent 
complaint, both from city 
and county residents, is 
the skyrocketing cost of 
housing.  The root cause of 
that has to do with supply 
and demand.   People are 

moving here in a constant 
stream and paying more 
for houses, which, natu-
rally, drives up the cost for 
everyone.   The demand 
for housing increases and 
rents escalate.   Another 
reason for housing costs to 
rise is that tax hikes - like 
raising the property tax - 
also raise mortgages and 
rents for EVERYONE.  The 
City of Knoxville has raised 
the property tax just about 
every two or three years 
under Madeline Rogero 
and Indya Kincannon. The 
City has a spending prob-
lem, and while they increase 
their spending every year, 
somehow they deliver fewer 
and fewer services.

Knox County, which runs 
the school system and pro-
vides the bulk of servic-
es for its citizens, has not 
raised property taxes in 30 
years. No realistic person 
believes that will last for-
ever.  And for those people 
who yammer about “fully 
funding the schools,” ask 
them just what that figure 
is, exactly.   My guess is 
those people can’t give you 
an accurate figure and quite 
likely don’t even know what 
we are spending on our 
schools presently.   When 
factoring in federal, state 
and local funds (and we are 
all federal, state and local 

taxpayers), we are spend-
ing over $713 million on our 
school system.  The entire 
budget for Knox County 
(including for schools) is 
roughly $1.1 billion, so we 
are spending an incredible 
amount of our entire budget 
on our school system, leav-
ing the balance to  cover 
everything else.

Knox County will be con-
sidering a very important 
matter soon that will almost 
certainly dramatically affect 
not only our existing infra-
structure but also increase 
our already terrible traf-
fic congestion.   The most 
important change in the 
Unified Development Ordi-
nance (UDO), which will be 
considered by the Knox 
County Commission is the 
fact that the most recent 
draft removes the “Agricul-
tural/Residential” desig-
nation entirely.   It ceases 
to exist under the current 
draft.  Instead, everything 
presently zoned “agricultur-
al” is designated as “rural 
residential” under the cur-
rent draft.  It sounds much 
the same, but it most cer-
tainly is NOT.   Under the 
current agricultural zone, a 
one-acre minimum lot size 
applies for dwellings. The 
proposed “rural residen-
tial” zone would maintain a 
one-acre minimum in most 

cases, but under specific 
circumstances — including 
access to sewer and ade-
quate roadways on proper-
ties of five acres or more — 
developers could build up to 
two dwelling units per acre 
with a minimum lot size of 
5,000 square feet. If the 
new “rural residential” des-
ignated area has access 
to sewer and a legitimate 
“classified” road, then there 
would be no hearings before 
Knoxville-Knox County Plan-
ning or the county commis-
sion.   There would be no 
need for a zoning hearing.  
It would be a done deal.  
At best, there might be a 
“traffic study” or a “con-
cept plan” requested, but 
it’s largely all over but the 
shouting.  A neighbor having 
five acres could sell it to 
have a subdivision without 
hardly any effort. 

The gift to developers 
is that, if approved, it will 
instantly have the effect 
of rezoning 170,000 acres 
inside Knox County.  It will 
also give vested rights to 
developers to build sub-
divisions.   The changes 
are VERY important to the 
future of our community and 
will only cause more urban 
sprawl, increase traffic con-
gestion, and, like the city, 
reduce our green areas to 
the occasional lot of scrub 

grass on a lot populated 
by asphalt and concrete.  
There are already areas in 
our county that are being 
reduced day-by-day from a 
designed scenic highway 
to something far different.  
Drive down John Sevier 
Highway sometime if you 
don’t believe it.

Inside the city, they are 
constantly building huge 
apartment towers with the 
residents pouring out onto 
main thoroughfares without 
the least bit of planning or 
consideration addressing 
traffic congestion. We’ve 
mentioned this in editori-
als before; the best current 
example is the city trying 
to cite more apartment 
complexes while pouring 
out traffic along Chapman 
Highway with one bridge 
closed because it suppos-
edly cannot handle the 
weight of cars and trucks, 
the James White Parkway 
is being closed sporadical-
ly for inspection, and the 
people of South Knoxville 
left with the Henley Street 
Bridge as their only option. 
The city has traffic pouring 
into both sides of Chapman 
Highway right at the pre-
cise point where the bridge 
exists.   If there has been 
any consideration for exist-
ing residents, it is a closely 
guarded secret.  We can all 

look forward to situations 
like this if we do not pay 
close attention to what our 
government officials are dis-
cussing and voting on.

My experience has been 
that when our officials are 
rushing something through, 
more than likely, the people 
will pay the price - one way 
or the other.

To his credit, Mayor Glenn 
Jacobs pulled the plug on 
the rush to have the UDO 
plan approved before the 
new mayor and commission 
take office on September 1. 

“From the beginning, we 
have said we want to get 
this right, and we are going 
to follow through with that, 
even if it takes more time,” 
Mayor Jacobs announced.

Jacobs said it will be up 
to Mayor-elect Betsy Hen-
derson and the incoming 
Knox County Commission to 
“fully understand the pro-
posal, gather more commu-
nity feedback, and make 
informed decisions about 
how to proceed.”

Informed citizens can 
help direct public policy; an 
ill-informed or complacent 
public allows the politicians 
and special interests to do 
as they please. The choice 
is up to you.

By Steve Hunley, 
Publisher
publisher@knoxfocus.com

Continue on page 4
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UDO Postponed
Current Agricultural Zoning Safe For Now

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The Inskip neighborhood 
is mostly residential and, 
like the rest of Knoxville, 
is growing. Residents have 
been watching that growth 
with many questions and 
some apprehension. A 
large new development of 
apartments is preparing to 
open on Bruhin Road just 
north of I-640 and Dutch 
Valley Road. 

The Village at Inskip is a 
large, three-building com-
plex with 98 rental apart-
ments with 2, 3 and 4 bed-
rooms. Rents will range 
from $1,310 to $2,050 per 
month and housing vouch-
ers will be accepted. It’s 
advertised as “Luxury and 
Affordable.” 

In 2024, the city gave 
a $1.44 million break to 
developer John Huber to 
help develop 44 units of 
the affordable units.  

The Inskip Community 
Association and other res-
idents have opposed the 
development of multi-fam-
ily housing on the site and, 
even after a meeting with 
Huber at Inskip Park, con-
tinued to oppose the devel-
opment. The park is located 

across Bruhin Road from 
the new apartment com-
plex. The location has now 
raised questions about how 
anyone, especially children, 
will get to the pool inside 
Inskip Park from the com-
plex across the busy con-
nector road. With a split 
planning commission vote, 
the city council approved 
the development in a 6-3 
vote. 

During the July city coun-
cil meeting, resident Caleb 
Adkins spoke and raised 
questions about sidewalks 
along the road in front of 

the complex, the “blind” 
entrances there and he 
called for speed bumps, a 
crosswalk and a caution 
light. 

Inskip residents Ralph 
and Lynne Siglin contacted 
the city, council members, 
the developer and commu-
nity members last month. 

“Before residents start 
moving in, there needs to 
be sidewalks installed for 
a safe infrastructure. Cur-
rently it is not safe. Adults 
and children will be cross-
ing from one side of Bruhin 
to the other in order to get 

to the playground equip-
ment and pool,” they said. 

The Focus asked Knox-
ville Mayor Indya Kincan-
non about the complex and 
she replied, “This sidewalk 
was a high priority for the 
Neighbors for Knoxville pro-
posal, but that plan, which 
would have been funded 
by the half cent sales tax 
increase, was rejected by 
the voters.  So there’s no 
money to implement the 
projects it contains, includ-
ed much needed sidewalks.  
We will still build sidewalks 

City elections may 
change with two 
ballot questions
By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The Knoxville City Coun-
cil’s Tuesday meeting will 
see two different initia-
tives that, if passed, will 
ask city residents to pick 
one or both measures on 
the November 3rd ballot.

The first resolution 
mandates that all council 
members be elected when 
the mayor race is on the 
ballot. The second would 
permit the candidate with 
50 percent plus one in the 
primary to be the new or 
re-elected councilmem-
ber. Only voters in the dis-
tricts would choose their 
council member.

In other business, 
the council may award 
a $2.8 million contract 
for the Magnolia Avenue 
Streetscape Project Phase 
3 to Adams Contracting 
LLC and hire Gresham 
Smith to provide engineer-
ing inspection services for 
that project for $338,800.

Mayor Indya Kincannon 
may appoint and reap-
point members of the 
Mayor’s Maker Council.

A quitclaim deed may 

be approved for East Ten-
nessee Housing Develop-
ment Corporation for 210 
South Elmwood Street for 
$7,000 under the Home-
makers Program. The Vol-
unteer Ministry Center 
may get $54,500 for case 
management services for 
Minvilla Manor and social 
services at its resource 
center and Bush Family 
Refuge.

Appalachian Moun-
tain Bike Club may be 
approved to maintain 
natural surface trails 
for $200,000. Southern 
Housing Foundation II Inc. 
may get $75,000 for case 
management and proper-
ty management at Flennik-
en Landing.

The council is being 
asked to approve an 
agreement between the 
city, Knox County and the 
Knoxville-Knox County 
Sport Authority to let the 
authority explore partner-
ships to modernize the 
Knoxville Municipal Golf 
Course site.

A Patton Street and 
Georgia Street project by 

provide the services the 
community wants, we have 
to get their input.”

Boyd said that dog parks 
can bring people together.

“The dog parks are great 
for dogs,” Boyd said. “But 
they’re about more than 
just dogs,” he said. “So 
many things can divide us 
right now, but dog parks 

bring us together. They 
always have benches 
where people can watch 
their dogs play.

“That’s where friend-
ships are made. They have 
benches where you can 
see rich and poor, or some-
times you can see a Demo-
crat and a Republican sit-
ting together.”

County hosts ribbon-
cutting ceremony for dog 

park in Halls
Cont. from page 1

Randy Boyd discusses the 
importance of dog parks in 
the Knoxville area. Boyd’s 
foundation made a sig-
nifivant contributon to the 
dog parks project, which 
was culminated Thursday 
morning in Halls. Photo by 
Ken Lay.

Inskip residents concerned about 
Bruhin Road development

PHOTO BY MIKE STEELY 

Sidewalks are apparently in at The Village at Inskip on Bruhin Road and the city will be 
checking on compliance and planning on curb cuts, a crosswalk and a flashing light by 
the end of September. The additional work is to help the new residents, especially chil-
dren, cross safely to reach the Inskip Park and pool. 

Continue on page 4
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BIDDING BEGINS TO CLOSE
THURSDAY, AUGUST 27TH
REAL ESTATE | 12PM-Noon

PERSONAL PROPERTY | 7PM

FOR MORE DETAILS, TERMS & ONLINE BIDDING VISIT:
www.powellauction.com

Auction & Realty, LLC

6729 Pleasant Ridge Road
Knoxville, TN 37921

865-938-3403
K e n n y  P h i l l i p s ,  A u c t i o n e e r  -  L i c  #  2 3 8 5

 ONLINE ONLY ESTATE AUCTION
7708 DAVE ROAD - KNOXVILLE, TN 37938

Home & 3.76+/- Acres
Gorgeous 3657+/- SF Basement Ranch Home

3 Bedrooms & 3 Bathrooms
Finished basement area with full kitchen

Massive 1200SF detached workshop workshop 
with Heat & Air and attached 24' x 40' carport

Additional 8.27+/- Acres accessed from Greenwell Road
Ideal for development or dream home

Private wooded land
OVER 500 LOTS OF PERSONAL PROPERTY TO BE SOLD INCLUDING:

2017 Porsche Cayenne Platinum Edition with 86k miles, 
very nice collection of artwork including African wildlife artist Andrew Bone,
original Jean Miro lithograph, Emile Bellet, Joseph Barbetta, W.H. McEntee,
Bonnie Shields & others, antiques, furniture,household items, kitchenware,

shop/hand/power tools, Lapidary equipment & supplies, fiction/non-
fiction/biography books, storage shelving/totes/cabinets, display
shelving/cabinets/cases, jeweler tools/desk/lighting, gemologist

books/tools/equipment, and LOTS, LOTS MORE!!!

OPEN HOUSES
FRIDAY, AUGUST 21ST AND 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26TH FROM 2-4PM 

12+/- ACRES WITH HOME OFFERED IN 2 TRACTS

Inskip residents

WP South Acquisitions, 
LLC, may get a tax break 
on a request from the 
Industrial Development 
Board. The council may 
also consider changing 
the city code to limit the 
number of monkeys per-
mitted per household 
without a kennel permit.

Consent items that 
may be passed together 
with one vote include a 
final plan for 406 Willow 

Avenue’s Jonathan’s 
Grille; an application for 
$4.5 million grant request 
for emission assistance; 
$200,000 for recruitment 
and retention of police 
employees; zoning chang-
es for 1325 Frances Road 
from agricultural to RN-1 
residential, 1900 Hoitt 
Avenue from RN-2 resi-
dential to industrial mixed-
use; and 425 North Cedar 
Bluff from agricultural to 
general commercial.

City elections 

when we have the funds to 
do so, but progress will be 
much slower.  Sidewalks 
are very expensive.”

Grant Rosenberg, Knox-
ville Chief Operating Offi-
cer, said, “The developer 
has built the sidewalk con-
nection. Our team is ver-
ifying the work has been 
completed and is in com-
pliance with code..

“The City will be con-
structing curb cuts, a 
striped crosswalk, pedes-
trian actuated flashing 
lights and a crosswalk to 
the Inskip Pool driveway. 
This work will begin in the 
near future and should be 
complete by mid-Septem-
ber. The KAT bus stop will 
be constructed by a sep-
arate contract funded by 
KAT, and will be installed 
in early 2027,” Rosen-
berg said. The sidewalk 
that was built obvious-
ly only serves future res-
idents there. Rosenberg 
told City Councilman 
Charles Thomas that the 
“law has changed” and the 

street-side sidewalk is no 
longer required. The interi-
or sidewalk has one exten-
sion on the upper level to 
Bruhin Road. 

“We need housing of 
course, but I’ve always 
thought it was irresponsi-
ble to authorize this type 
of development on this 
particular site because of 
lack of infrastructure and 
very real safety issues.  At 
least two different rezon-
ing applications of even 
lower density had been 
rejected during previous 
administrations.  Now the 
developer here is shift-
ing the responsibility for 
needed infrastructure to 
city engineering, and the 
cost of it to city taxpayers,” 
said Thomas. 

Knox County Schools 
told The Focus that a bus 
stop pick-up there for ele-
mentary schools will not 
be required because the 
development is so close to 
Inskip Elementary. In the 
future, with a demand or 
request, middle and high 
school students may see 
a bus stop there for them. 

State and local leaders 
Tuesday morning hosted a 
building dedication to name 
the county’s new Knox 
County Regional Forensic 
Center after its long-time 
chief medical examiner, Dr. 
Darinka Mileusnic.

The new facility was a 
goal Mayor Glenn Jacobs 
and RFC leaders have 
pushed for years. It will 
almost double the office 
and laboratory size of the 
current one at 2761 Sull-
ins St. That operation was 
funded under the state and 
then Knox County Mayor 
and now U.S. House Rep. 
Tim Burchett in 2014 when 
it needed to move from the 
University of Tennessee 
Medical Center. 

The new name was kept 
under wraps and a surprise 
for Dr. Mileusnic, who stud-
ied medicine in Croatia and 
Chicago and is internation-
ally recognized among her 
peers.

An emotional Dr. Mileus-
nic was set to speak before 
officials unveiled the new 
sign at the front of the 
building. Afterward, she 
talked about the operation 
and what it means to the 
community. 

“We are constantly 
reminded and we will never 
forget that behind every 
heartbreaking story, there 
is a family that deserves 
answers, requires our 
help, and may need guid-
ance how to navigate the 
most difficult times of their 
lives,” she said. “This facil-
ity is dedicated to those 
families, our citizens, and 
all our partners who never 
wavered in their support on 

this long journey.”
Construction crews are 

wrapping up work on the 
new 33,000-square-foot 
facility, located in the Karns 
Valley Business Park off 
Oak Ridge Highway in the 
Northwest, and the larg-
est of its kind in the state. 
It should be complete by 
early September, and the 
staff is expected to move 
in October.

Several years ago, Mayor 
Glenn Jacobs, Thomas and 
Dr. Mileusnic met with Gov. 
Bill Lee to talk about fund-
ing a new site. Later, the 
state approved $20 mil-
lion from the American 
Rescue Plan Act, a federal 
economic stimulus plan, to 
help pay for the $30 million 
facility. The county covered 
the remaining $10 million.

“The center was needed 
as caseloads continue 
to grow and the region 

needed room to cover the 
demands of both today 
and tomorrow,” said inter-
im Commissioner of the 
Tennessee Department of 
Health John Dunn. “This 
gives the professionals the 
infrastructure they need to 
meet the very high stan-
dards they perform.”

The expansion comes 
as the workload has 
increased in recent years 
and as a 30-member staff 
grew from overseeing 
1,900 cases in 2018 when 
Jacobs took office to 43 
team members managing 
as many as 3,000 cases 
annually in the years that 
followed.

The growth is driven by a 
number of reasons, includ-
ing an increase in popu-
lation and the center’s 
expanding role throughout 
the state’s eastern region. 

Mayor Jacobs called Dr. 

Mileusnic “a leader across 
the nation” and noted that 
the center has played a 
large role helping to iden-
tify cold case victims and 
implement a program that 
honors unclaimed veter-
ans.

The Knox County RFC, 
which operates 24/7, 365 
days each year, performs 
autopsies for 23 counties 
and serves as the official 
medical examiner for Knox, 
Anderson and Blount coun-
ties.

In addition to size, the 
new facility also will bring 
major upgrades in tech-
nology. Plans include the 
addition of a CT scanner 
and twice as many autop-
sy stations, a larger lobby, 
an outdoor area for staff 
to decompress, and more 
space and workstations so 
team members can handle 
cases more efficiently.

New forensic center’s name 
dedicated to Dr. Mileusnic

State Senator Richard Briggs and Rep. Dave Wright applaud as Dr. Darinka Mileusnic 
gasps in surprise to see her name on the sign in front of the new Knox County Regional 
Forensic Center.



August 17, 2026	 www.knoxfocus.com	 PAGE B1

By Pete Gawda

On Thursday evening, 
August 6, historian Josh 
Anderson gave a talk on 
East Tennessee in the Civil 
War at the Lenoir Museum 
at Norris Dam State Park. 
The talk was part of a 
series of talks celebrating 
the 250th birthday of our 
country and was illustrat-
ed with slides and artifacts.

Anderson noted that 
East Tennessee was not 
too keen on secession 
from the Union. On Feb 9, 
1861, Tennessee voted 
against secession. Soon 
after that, groups from 
other Southern states vis-
ited Tennessee to per-
suade the state to secede.  
Finally, on June 8, 1861, 
Tennessee became the last 
state to secede.  However, 
in East Tennessee the vote 
was 2 to 1 against seces-
sion. In Anderson County, 
only 7 out of a total of 98 
votes cast were for seces-
sion.  The division of loyalty 
was evident in the number 
of troops from Tennessee 
serving on each side. While 
120,000 Tennessee troops 
fought for the Confederacy, 
31,000 Tennessee men 
enlisted in the Union 
Army. Even though every 
Confederate state had 
some men join the Union 
Army, Tennessee’s total 
was the highest.

Anderson told the story 
of Julia Marcum of Scott 
County. Her father, Hiram 
Marcum, was loyal to the 
Union and was harassed for 
that stand. On September 
7, 1861, while her father 
was hiding in the woods, 
a group of Confederate 
soldiers raided the house 

looking for him. They 
attacked the women of the 
household trying to learn 
his whereabouts. Julia 
fought off their attack, hit-
ting one soldier with an ax. 
However, she lost an eye 
from a bayonet and a finger 
from a gunshot. Her father 
burst in in time to save his 

family. Julia’s wounds were 
treated by a Confederate 
Army doctor.  As a result of 
these activities, Julia was 
the only woman to receive 
a pension for combat in the 
Civil War.

Anderson also told the 
story of William Blount 
Carter, an abolitionist and 

Presbyterian minister who 
planned a guerrilla raid in 
November 1861 to destroy 
nine bridges on the East 
Tennessee and Virginia 
Railroad to disrupt commu-
nications and supply lines 
and to hinder the trans-
port of troops.  This action 
was supposed to be done 

in connection with a raid 
conducted by Union forces 
in the area. However, that 
raid was called off, and only 
five bridges were damaged 
or destroyed. The bridg-
es were quickly rebuilt, 
having little military impact. 
However, as a result of 
the bridge attacks, the 
Confederate government 
declared martial law in East 
Tennessee and about 150 
Union sympathizers were 
arrested. Several suspect-
ed bridge burners were 
tried and hanged. 

There was also a 
skirmish at Wallace’s 
Crossroads, now known 
as Andersonville.   On July 
15, 1862, four companies 
of Confederate cavalry 
stationed at Andersonville 
were surprised by two reg-
iments of Union infantry. 
The Confederates were 
put to flight, and the Union 
forces withdrew.  Anderson 
displayed several cannon-
balls found in the area 
and showed a slide of 
a receipt from the store 
at Wallace’s Crossroad 
where Confederate soldiers 
bought hay, bacon and 
corn. He also had a photo-
graph of J.K.P. Wallace of 
Andersonville who provid-
ed an eyewitness account 
of the skirmish.

I hope you took 
time to reflect 
on and celebrate 
the 250th anni-
versary of our 
Declaration of 
Independence. 
This July 4th was 
a time of serious 
and deep reflec-
tion concerning 
our freedoms on 
my part.

The cancel on a 
stamp has a pri-
mary purpose to 
avoid reuse of the 
same stamp. Years ago, some 
folks would erase or remove 
the cancellation mark for the 
express purpose of trying to 
reuse the stamp, which was 
illegal. At some point, several 
local postmasters began using 

the postal cancel-
lation for promo-
tional purposes in 
addition to avoid-
ing reuse of the 
stamp.

P r o m o t i o n a l 
c a n c e l l a t i o n s 
included postal 
services’ self-pro-
motion, anniver-
sary promotions, 
non-prof i t pro -
motions, and cel-
ebratory events. 
The postal service 
used a cancel to 

promote Express Mail, Special 
Delivery, Use ZIP Code, AirMail 
Services, and just bragging 
about a local post office. One of 
the most unusual of these self-
promotional cancels included a 
picture of an airplane in support 

of airmail services. The Mr. ZIP 
logo helped remind all of us to 
use ZIP codes. Back in the day, 
many customers would send 
a letter from a particular post 
office just to brag about where 
they live, such as Bronx, Central 
Avenue, Fifth Avenue, etc. The 
postal service would also use 
special cancels as relates to 
first day covers, the Centennial 
celebration, stamp expositions, 
and many other special events. 
It was and is free advertising.

The postal service used can-
cels to promote non-profits, 
especially when the non-prof-
it is in the midst of a fundrais-
ing campaign. A few non-profits 
that were promoted with spe-
cial cancellations include: 
United Way, March of Dimes, 
Muscular Dystrophy, Savings 
Bonds, Better Business Bureau, 

Prevent Infantile Paralysis, 
Red Cross, Blood Drives, Hire 
the Handicapped, Support TB 
Association, etc. Many other 
non-profits were also included 
in special cancellations.

Many other organizations and 
special causes included can-
cellations such as: Visit the 
USA, Pray for Peace, Cancer 
Research, Goodwill Industries, 
Columbia University, Century of 
Progress Exposition, Flag Day, 
Golden Gate Expo, Mail Early, 
American Heart Association, 
various state Bicentennial 
events, and Support Good 
Mental Health. I have no idea 
as to how many such special 
cancels exist.

In addition to simply collect-
ing these cancels for your-
self, there are several ways 
to display special cancels. For 

instance, the framing of several 
United Way cancellations would 
make a nice gift to a person 
who works for United Way. This 
concept can be used with many 
other organizations as well.

Remember our Knoxville 
Philatelic Society meets the 
first Tuesday of each month 
at the Unitarian Church on 
Kingston Pike at 6:00 p.m. 
Information about KPS can be 
obtained from KnoxStamps.
com. 

If I can assist you with your 
collection or if you have special 
needs or questions, please call 
me at (865)604-0164 or email 
me at hrbrooks68@gmail.com. 
This is Harry Brooks, Old Man 
Stamp Store, wishing you happy 
collecting.

August 17, 2026
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WWW.MATLOCKTIRESERVICE.COM

Celebrating 70 
years of Service, 

Dependability, Smooth 
Rides and Our Price 
Match Guarantee! 

FARRAGUT
10730 Kingston Pike

865-966-0425

MARYVILLE
723 S Foothills Plaza

865-983-0741

HARDIN VALLEY
10838 Hardin Valley Rd

865-248-2340

LENOIR CITY
1301 Hwy 321 N

865-986-6533

ATHENS
201 S Congress Pkwy

423-744-9828

BASEMENT OR 
CRAWLSPACE LEAKING??

Don’t overpay the nationwide 
companies by the thou$ands when 
MOLD TOX, LLC can install a dry-up 

system for a fraction of the cost!
BBB Accredited Business with A+ Rating

TN Charter #4410

(865) 524-1227     (865) 453-1880
www.moldtox.com

OLD MAN’s 
STAMP 
STORE

By Harry Brooks
hrbrooks68@gmail.com

Postal cancels and promotions

The Civil War in East Tennessee

Historian Josh Anderson holds a Civil War Union artillery officer’s sword found in the area of World’s Fair Park in 
Knoxville. The sword was one of the Civil War artifacts Anderson displayed during his talk on East Tennessee in the 
Civil War given Thursday, August 6 at Lenoir Museum at Norris Dam State Park.
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A Little Help

By Joe Rector
joerector@comcast.net

I swore that 
Saturday morn-
ing would be 
the time I slept 
in and took the 
entire day easy. 
I hate it when I 
lie to myself like 
that.

A m y  h a d 
signed up to 
help our church, 
Beaver Ridge United 
Methodist, the church at 
the red light in Karns, dis-
tribute bags at the middle 
school. What we all forget 
is that many children return 
to school with a sense 
of doom. The same old 
clothes and shoes are avail-
able; the year will begin 
with those young ones 
having to ask for a sheet 
of paper or pencil or box of 
crayons. Many won’t even 
have a backpack to carry 
their textbooks, homework, 
and other necessities from 
class to class.

Several members of our 

church decided 
again this year 
that for some 
students, that 
wasn’t going to 
happen. Working 
with the middle 
school, folks 
identified chil-
dren who needed 
a boost. That was 
all that needed 

to be said to the congre-
gation. For each child, an 
entire 30-gallon garbage 
bag was filled with school 
supplies, clothing, and 
hygiene products.

In another room, females 
were given the chance to 
choose undergarments 
that actually fit and made 
them feel better. A large 
paper bag was given to 
each child; that bag had a 
variety of healthy and tasty 
snacks. In the hallway, a 
young stylist stood ready 
to cut the hair of children 
and adults.

In one corner of the 

school library, members of 
Ball Camp Baptist Church 
set up tables and piled 
them high with pizzas. 
Children and adults could 
grab plates and stack them 
high with slices of delicious 
food.

The entire event was low-
key. Most of the church 
people from both congre-
gations were “old geezers” 
who’d been through parent-
ing with their children and 
grandchildren. Something 
happens when old and 
young meet. We oldsters 
try to be entertaining and 
interested. We speak a 
bit softer and listen much 
more carefully. The young-
er ones are quieter as well, 
and they remained respect-
ful to us senior citizens.

I watched one tiny girl. 
She was going into the 
second grade but looked 
much younger. As she 
eyed the bounty of her big 
black bag, she exclaimed, 
“I got a new pair of shoes!” 

This old man teared up at 
the sound of those words. 
She also looked in amaze-
ment as several new cloth-
ing outfits were pulled from 
the bag. A new backpack, 
water bottle, and lunchbox 
were inside as well.

The little girl’s sister 
opened her bag. She might 
have been entering sixth 
grade. The first thing she 
pulled out was a pink back-
pack. A smile crossed her 
lips, and she marveled that 
personal items for a girl 
her age were also inside. 
Items were chosen specifi-
cally for the recipients, and 
Christmas came on August 
8 for them.

The stylist cut hair for 
any child who wanted a 
trim or full cut. In fact, she 
worked on a woman who 
had not had a hair appoint-
ment in years. Carefully, 
the young girl worked to 
untangle knots and shape 
hair to give a brighter look 
to every face. The woman 

who’d gone so long with-
out a day at a salon looked 
at herself at the end and 
exclaimed, “I’m pretty!’

In the end, no one left 
unhappy or empty-hand-
ed. Ball Camp Baptist sent 
families home with pizza 
for supper. They cleaned up 
the area and left it in tip-
top shape. The members 
made families comfortable 
and made sure they left full 
and satisfied.

On August 8, BRUMC and 
BCBC spent maybe three or 
four hours making the lives 
of community members 
better. Those who planned 
the event and bought the 
items and separated them 
out into proper bags must 
have been exhausted. We 
who carried bags in and 
greeted folks were far from 
tired. Our lives had been 
blessed with the chance to 
do something for those who 
needed a little help.

Get this! For this project, 
Methodists and Baptists 

worked together. I didn’t 
notice a hint of difference 
in the appearance of the 
two groups. I did, however, 
see the love that people 
had for those who needed 
a hand. Most would clas-
sify these two church-
es as small, but the work 
they did was enormous.  
It’s never the size of a dog 
but the size of the fight in 
the dog. Two small church-
es reached out to answer 
the prayers and needs of 
people in their communi-
ty. They took to heart the 
meaning of Christ’s words:

  “Truly I tell you, what-
ever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for 
me.”   

Imagine the great accom-
plishments that could 
come if Democrats and 
Republicans heeded these 
words.         

Anderson detailed the 
November 29, 1863 Battle 
of Fort Sanders, displaying 
a slide of the earthwork 
defenses and a drawing 
of the battle showing tele-
graph wires strung low to 
the ground between tree 
stumps. This foreshadowed 
the barbed wire strung 
between the trenches in 
World War II. Anderson 
also noted that this was 
one of the most lopsided 

battles of the war with 800 
Confederate casualties and 
few Union casualties and 
resulted in a Union victory

Anderson related the 
story of E. C. Camp, a 
Northerner who came to 
Knoxville as a Union soldier 
and remained after the war 
to become U.S. Attorney 
for Eastern Tennessee and 
found the Coal Creek Coal 
Company. He built the large 
stone house on Broadway 
which now houses the 

offices and studios of WATE 
television.

There is an interest-
ing reminder of the Civil 
War in downtown Clinton; 
about a block apart are 
two Methodist Churches. 
Members of St. Mark’s 
were Southern sympa-
thizers while members of 
Memorial were loyal to the 
Union.

During the course of 
the Civil War, Greenville 
changed hands between 
the Union and the 
Confederates about 50 
times.

Anderson stated that 
Tennessee was second 
only to Virginia in the 
number Civil War battles 
fought in the state.

At the conclusion of the 
Civil War, Tennessee was 
the first state to be read-
mitted to the Union.

The Civil War in 
East Tennessee

T y p i c a l l y , 
when I write 
these articles, I 
try not to make 
them feel overly 
theological. I 
want them to 
be practical, 
relatable and 
applicable to 
everyday life. 
But this one 
may hit a little 
differently. Recently, I 
was restudying the open-
ing chapters of Genesis, 

and something 
jumped off the 
page that I had 
never really con-
sidered before. 
Most people are 
familiar with the 
story. God placed 
Adam and Eve in 
the Garden of 
Eden and gave 
them tremen-
dous freedom. 

They could enjoy every-
thing He had created with 
one prohibition: they were 

not to eat from the tree of 
the knowledge of good and 
evil.

Then the serpent entered 
the story. Satan began 
doing what he has been 
doing ever since: question-
ing God’s Word, distorting 
God’s intentions, and deny-
ing God’s goodness.

The serpent told Eve that 
God knew that if she ate 
the forbidden fruit, her eyes 
would be opened and she 
would be god-like. Genesis 
1:26, however, records that 

God had already said that 
he would make humanity 
in His image, or like Him. 
Satan was tempting Eve 
to rebel against God to 
obtain something God had 
already given her through 
relationship with Him.

That may be one of 
the devil’s oldest strate-
gies. The enemy is incred-
ibly good at offering us, 
through rebellion, what 
God has already provided 
through relationship.

Think about how often 
sin still works this way. 
Adultery whispers that 
God’s design for sexuality, 
intimacy, and marriage is 
insufficient; that fulfillment 
must be found outside the 
boundaries God estab-
lished. Murder and ven-
geance whisper that God’s 
justice cannot be trusted, 
so we must take judgment 
into our own hands. Theft 
whispers that God’s way of 
honest labor and faithful 
provision isn’t enough, so 
dishonest gain becomes 
justified in our minds. The 
circumstances and details 
change, but the decep-
tion remains remarkably 
similar: God is withholding 

something from you. His 
way isn’t enough. You 
need to reach outside His 
boundaries to get what you 
deserve. That was the lie 
in Eden, and it is still the 
lie today.

Satan wants us to 
believe obedience to our 
Creator is keeping us from 
something good, when 
often obedience is the 
very boundary God has 
established to protect 
the good He has already 
given us. There is a prin-
ciple here that I believe is 
worth remembering: What 
God wants us to have, we 
never need to compromise 
to get. If obtaining some-
thing requires you to aban-
don biblical conviction, 
violate your conscience, 
compromise your integrity, 
or damage your relation-
ship with God, you should 
seriously question whether 
that “something” is worth 
having at all. Be care-
ful about sacrificing what 
God has already given you 
while chasing what the 
enemy has convinced you 
that you need. A relation-
ship, a position, a promo-
tion, pleasure, acceptance, 

or success. None of those 
things are worth exchang-
ing intimacy with God for.

The tragedy of Genesis 
3 wasn’t simply that Adam 
and Eve ate a piece of for-
bidden fruit. It was that 
they distrusted the God 
who had already given 
them everything they 
needed. They reached 
through rebellion for what 
they believed God was with-
holding, only to discover 
that sin never delivers what 
it promises. Thousands of 
years later, the enemy’s 
strategy hasn’t changed 
much, and neither has 
the answer. We, as creat-
ed beings, are to trust our 
Creator. Our dependence 
and reliance should be on 
God: to believe His Word, 
depend on His boundar-
ies, and be confident in 
His timing. Each of us does 
well to remember that what 
God wants us to have, we 
will never need to compro-
mise our relationship with 
Him to get.

By Justin Pratt, 
Clear Springs Baptist 
Church Senior Pastor

The Oldest Lie in the Book

Cont. from page 1
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The final report of 
the Reece Committee, 
which had been charged 
by the U.S. House of 
Representatives with the 
task of investigating the ties 
between tax-exempt foun-
dations and the American 
education establishment, 
set off a firestorm.  The dis-
dain for the committee and 
its hearings from much of 
the press was immense.  
Some accused Reece and 
his staff of incompetence 
while Wayne Hays, one of 
the leading opponents of 
reauthorizing the commit-
tee, and the Eisenhower 
White House, on behalf 
of the foundations, made 
things difficult for every-
one.   Clearly, Reece and 
the committee staff had to 
overcome a hostile news 
media, the White House 
and the determined oppo-
sition of many Democrats.

At the time, the 
Republicans held the major-
ity in both the House and 
Senate and a GOP incum-
bent occupied the White 
House in the person of 
Dwight D. Eisenhower.  The 
chairman of the Select 
Committee to Investigate 
Tax-Exempt Foundations 
a n d  C o m p a r a b l e 
Organizations was Carroll 
Reece, long-time congress-
man from Tennessee’s First 
Congressional District.  
The committee was in its 
second incarnation and 
had first been known as the 
“Cox Committee” after its 
first chair, E. E. “Gene” Cox 
of Georgia, who had been 
a Democrat.  Cox had died 
on December 24, 1952, of 
a heart attack and in 1953, 
Reece, who had been 
unhappy with the report of 
the Cox Committee, sought 
to renew the special select 
committee, which the GOP 
majority approved. 

Known as B. Carroll 
Reece in the rest of the 
country for his first name 
of “Brazilla,” a Biblical 
name, the Tennessean 
had been the Republican 
National Committeeman 
from 1939, a post he con-
tinued to hold until his 
death in 1961.  Reece had 
been elected as chairman 
of the Republican National 
Committee in 1946 and 
did not seek reelection 
to Congress that year.  
Reece experienced tre-
mendous success utilizing 
the slogan “Had Enough?” 
which expressed the grow-
ing frustration of American 
consumers following the 
Second World War.  Reece 
presided over the biggest 
political comeback made by 
the Republican Party since 
1928 as the GOP won con-
trol of both the Senate and 
the House in 1946.  Reece 
thought he saw an opportu-
nity to win statewide office 
in 1948 with the Democratic 
Party being seriously split 
both nationally and in the 
Volunteer State.   Carroll 
Reece became the first seri-
ous GOP candidate for the 
United States Senate since 
1916, running on a ticket 
with country music legend 
Roy Acuff as the Republican 
gubernatorial candidate. 

Reece was a nationally 
known and respected figure 
and the most prominent 
Republican in the South, 
which was then almost 
completely dominated by 
Democrats.  A genuine hero 
from his service in the First 
World War and decorated 
for his bravery by both the 
American and French gov-
ernments, Carroll Reece 
was no golden-throated 
orator.  One friend and sup-
porter once laughed while 
saying Reece’s speechmak-
ing was comparable to that 
of a fourth-grade elementa-
ry school student.  Reece’s 
enormous personal popu-
larity inside Tennessee’s 
First Congressional District 
was rooted in his constit-
uent service, which was 
impeccable.  Reece had fol-
lowed the example set by 
Senator Kenneth McKellar 
and provided prompt and 
courteous service to every 
constituent who called 
upon him for assistance. 

Liberals suggested 
Carroll Reece was an “Old 
Guard” Republican and 
he was very conservative, 
having opposed most of 
Franklin Roosevelt’s New 
Deal and Harry Truman’s 
Fair Deal.  Those on the left 
wing of the political spec-
trum dismissed Reece as 
an “isolationist,” but it was 
more accurate to observe 
that like many of those 
who had actually fought in 
a bloody war, he was more 
of a “noninterventionist.”  
Certainly, Reece was not 
averse to fighting and, in 
one notable scuffle, the 
congressman had once 
quite nearly bitten the ear 
off an officer who tried to 
prevent him from reboard-
ing a ship to meet his wife 
and daughter.  One schol-
ar writing about the Reece 
Committee years later 
described Carroll Reece as 
“the prototype of the liber-
als’ idea of an ‘anti-Commu-
nist crusader’ is supposed 
to be.”

The left-leaning press of 
the country set about to 
demolish the final report of 
the Reece Committee, and 
the crescendo came at a 
January 26, 1955, meeting 
of the National Press Club 
in Washington, D.C., when 
Robert Hutchins, then pres-
ident of the Fund for the 
Republic, blasted Carroll 
Reece.   The Tennessee 
congressman was present 
when Hutchins let loose.  
One can easily gather 
Hutchins’ own opinion of 
himself by considering he 
had taken himself quite 
seriously as a candidate 
for the 1940 Democratic 
nomination for vice-pres-
ident to run with Franklin 
Roosevelt, a suggestion 
made by Secretary of the 
Interior Harold Ickes, while 
he was still president of the 
University of Chicago.   It 
was an absurd notion likely 
made to promote Ickes’ own 
vice-presidential aspira-
tions or divert FDR’s atten-
tion away from his rival, 
Secretary of Agriculture 
Henry A. Wallace.  Hutchins 
was one of the jewels in 
the crown of the higher 

educational establishment 
and foundations in the 
country.   Robert Hutchins 
was the kind of pillar in the 
educational and foundation 
community to serve as the 
spokesman for both.

Congressman Reece was 
sitting at the head table 
when Robert Hutchins got 
up to speak.   Hutchins 
charged that “the Reece 
investigation in its inception 
and execution was a fraud.”  
Hutchins decried the “wild 
and squalid” assault upon 
the foundations.  “Nobody 
in his right mind could sup-
pose that the great accu-
mulations of wealth left by 
our richest men were being 
intentionally used by their 
trustees to overthrow the 
institutions of this country,” 
Hutchins declared.

Hutchins swatted away 
Reece’s observation that 
many of the trustees of 
the foundation were busy 
with their own affairs and 
lives that they left the over-
sight to “officers who were 
quite often disreputable.”  
Hutchins lobbed his own 
charge, saying the parade 
of witnesses before the 
Reece Committee were 
“of dubious standing” and 
asserted “the foundations 
were elaborately attacked 
by the staff.” 

Robert Hutchins scoffed 
at “one of the more absurd 
charges of the Reece 
Committee that the foun-
dations were an intellec-
tual cartel.”   “The Reece 
Committee forced them 
to huddle together in 
self-defense,” Hutchins 
explained.   “One more 
investigation and they 
might become a cartel.”

Hutchins accused Reece 
and Congressman Jesse 
L. Wolcott of having come 
“bustling out in second-
hand suits of anti-empiri-
cism, supplied them by the 
sages of staff. . .”  Hutchins 
lamented that the Reece 
Committee investigation 
had frightened founda-
tions away from funding 
research in those fields that 
might be either unpopular 
or controversial. 

“Though this relieved 
the men of wealth and 
standing of the charge of 
being knaves,” Hutchins 
sniffed, “it did so only at 
the expense of charging 
them with being fools.  Only 
fools could be so careless 
as to allow enormous sums 
entrusted to them for chari-
table purposes to be stolen 
away and lavished on the 
subversion of their country.”

Robert Hutchins insisted 
the Reece Committee’s final 
report was nothing more 

than an effort to exploit 
“public concern about 
Communism and subver-
sion to further political 
ambition and to work off 
political grudges.” 

“Congressman Reece 
was scoffed at,” Hutchins 
smirked.   “It was agreed 
that his investigation was 
a farce.

“I think he had good 
reason to be satisfied with 
himself.   I think he won,” 
Hutchins added.

“Without firing a single 
serious shot, without saying 
a single intelligent word, he 
accomplished his purpose, 
which was to harass the 
foundations and to subdue 
such stirrings of courage, or 
even imagination, as could 
be found in them,” Hutchins 
thundered.

Clothed in a cloud of 
smug self-righteousness, 
Robert Hutchins pious-
ly exclaimed the founda-
tion he headed made do 
with a $50 million (almost 
$600 million today) grant 
from the Ford Foundation, 
but noted the Fund for 
the Republic was indepen-
dent of its funding source.  
Hutchins’ speech contained 
more than its share of both 
arrogance and disdain and 
rang clearly with the tones 
of an ill-disguised elitist. 

Throughout Hutchins’ 
speech, Carroll Reece sat 
composed and politely 
applauded when the former 
university president fin-
ished.  Reece even agreed 
to pose for a picture with 
Hutchins, and it was the 
Tennessean who looked 
amiable and cordial while 
Hutchins had a look of con-
descension on his face. 

Reece did turn to some-
one and say, “He’s pretty 
hard.”   Lucian Warren, 
president of the Press 
Club, stated Reece would 
be welcome as a speaker if 
he wished to reply.  “Later I 
will take advantage of some 
forum to make a reply,” 
Reece promised.

Congressman Carroll 
Reece did indeed make a 
reply to Dr. Robert Hutchins 
the following month in a 
speech to the National 
Press Club.   Reece dis-
missed Hutchins, who he 
said had once been hailed 
as a “boy wonder,” pointing 
out the foundation head 
was no longer either “a boy 
or a wonder.”  The congress-
man assailed Hutchins and 
other “top social science 
planners” for having used 
“a Communistic tactic” 
in denouncing the House 
investigation of founda-
tions.   The congressman 
said Hutchins was a prime 

example of social planners.  
Reece said the language 
used by Hutchins in speak-
ing before the National 
Press Club was “typical of 
the vituperation which has 
been poured on us by the 
professional operators of 
foundations.”

Reece told the gath-
ered newsmen the com-
mittee investigators had 
gathered evidence which 
indicated “that the major 
foundations, by subsidiz-
ing collectivistic-minded 
educators, had financed a 
socialist trend in American 
government.”

“Realizing the impossi-
bility of controverting the 
massive evidence which we 
produced, they have resort-
ed to smear and slander,” 
Reece said.

Congressman Carroll 
Reece defended the work 
of the committee as having 
been completely “compe-
tent,” as well as “historic.” 

“These planners accuse 
the committee on founda-
tions of wishing to suppress 
freedom of thought,” Reece 
told his listeners.   “The 
fact is that the intellectual 
cartel which they created 
itself suppresses freedom 
of thought by expending mil-
lions of foundation money 
under their control to deter-
mine opinion, academic 
and public, in the leftist 
directions they favor.”

Doubtless to the horror 
of the super wealthy and 
foundation members, 
Congressman Reece point-
ed out the fact that aver-
age Americans enjoyed a 
heavier tax burden as the 
rich avoided paying taxes by 
funneling their money into 
tax-exempt foundations. 

“The rest of the people 
must pay heavier taxes, for 
example, because the Ford 
family was relieved of estate 
taxes upon the creation of 
the Ford Foundation, and 
because the foundation 
itself pays no income tax 
on 90% of the profits of the 
Ford Motor Co. it receives in 
dividends.

“Citizens with their own 
money may promote any 
cause, good or bad, not 
forbidden by law, but tax-
exempt funds should not 
be used to propagandize 
for the theories of either 
Karl Marx or Mark Hanna.”  
Mark Hanna had been 
a powerful Republican 
United States senator from 
Ohio who had done more 
than any other living soul 
to place William McKinley 
in the White House.  Hanna 
was an enormously wealthy 
businessman who promot-
ed the business interests 

of the country.
Reece noted the per-

sonal attacks made on his 
character by Wayne Hays 
and said he could have 
compared military records, 
but acknowledged it was 
a childish impulse which 
he immediately dismissed 
from his mind.  Wayne Hays 
sat in his seat, his scalp 
turning crimson beneath 
his thinning hair. 

Congressman Reece 
pointed out the founda-
tions exercised enormous 
power over educators 
through financial subsidies 
and grants, which enabled 
them to have a powerful say 
in what direction education 
in the country would go.  
Reece noted, “This power to 
impose brainwashing at the 
key points is against every-
thing America stands for.”

John O’Donnell in the 
New York Daily News chor-
tled that Reece had taken 
the “hide off of the onetime 
boy president of Chicago 
University and let fly at 
House colleague Hays sit-
ting three chairs away.”  
O’Donnell caustically noted 
when Hays had accused 
Reece of being a coward 
and liar “all to the tittering 
applause of the pinkos and 
the New Deal one-worlders 
of press, radio and lecture 
platforms.” 

Irrespective of whatev-
er Robert Hutchins said 
or thought, the people 
of Tennessee’s First 
Congressional District 
cared not at all.   Carroll 
Reece proved to be unbeat-
able at the ballot box in 
upper East Tennessee.  
Reece was reelected yet 
again in 1960 and some-
time later began feeling 
poorly.  Initially, family and 
friends thought the con-
gressman was suffering 
from the long-term effects 
of having been gassed 
during World War I.  Doctors 
at Bethesda Naval Hospital 
discovered Reece was suf-
fering from lung cancer. 

© 2026 Ray Hill
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Congressman Carroll Reece and Robert Hutchins shake hands in 1955.

A Little Help
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ALTERATIONS
JOANNE’S ALTERATIONS, 

PANTS HEMMING $5, 
SPECIALIZING IN JEANS. CALL 

865-805-9170

APPLIANCE 
REPAIR

CHILD CARE
MARCIA’S 

LEARNING CENTER
1411 Exeter Ave, Knoxville

(865) 673-8223
Day Shift 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

ELECTRICIAN

FENCING

HANDYMAN

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOUSE 
CLEANING
HOUSECLEANING BY 

STEPHANIE. 
HONEST & DEPENDABLE. 

KNOXVILLE ONLY. 
CALL 865-334-8645

PAINTING

REMODELING TREE SERVICES

classifieds

service directory

HELP WANTED
 

Pediatric Dentist - Associate 
Knoxville Pediatric Dentistry is 
currently looking for a Pediatric 
Dentist - Associate in Knoxville, 

TN. Requires a DDS or DMD 
degree, active state license to 
practice dentistry, and 4 years 

of experience with pediatric 
dentistry. To review the full job 

description and apply, 
please visit https://recruiting.

paylocity.com/Recruiting/Jobs/
Details/4367055 

(Job ID 4367055).

COIN SHOP

FOR SALE BY 
OWNER

BOAT FOR SALE
15’ PRO JON BOAT AND 

TRAILER. MERCURY 7.5HP 
ENGINE, TROLLING MOTOR, 

MANY EXTRAS! $3,250
CALL 865-689-4592

FREE
18-PCS. OF 8¼” X 12’ 

HARDEEBOARD SIDING.
CALL CHARLIE 865-660-3092

REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT

WANTED

 

Call or email Ruthie at
865-686-9970 or ruthie@knoxfocus.
com to place your advertisement!

NOW OFFERING HOME 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

• Interior/Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing
• Staining
• Drywall & Carpentry

FREE ESTIMATES • 865-291-8434
www.pilgrimpaintingknoxville.com

Serving Knoxville for 30 years
Google 5 Star Rating      Licensed – Bonded - Insured

Let ’s  s ay 
you are sit-
ting at home 
and a stranger 
knocks on your 
door and hands 
you a piece of 
paper that says 
“Subpoena” on 
it. You might 
think, “Do I need 
a lawyer? Am I in 
trouble?” While 
it may seem 
intimidating, a subpoena 
is simply a legal document 
that means you are being 
asked—more accurately, 
required—to do something 
related to a court case.

There are two common 
types of subpoenas. One is 
a subpoena to testify, which 
requires you to appear in 
court on a certain day and 
time to answer questions, 
usually because you wit-
nessed something or have 
information that might be 
helpful to the case. The 
other is a subpoena duces 
tecum, which is Latin for 
“bring with you,” and that 
one tells you to bring doc-
uments, records, photos, 
or some other type of evi-
dence with you to court or 
to a lawyer’s office.

Now you might be think-
ing, “Can’t I just ignore 
this?” The answer is: not a 
good idea. Subpoenas are 
issued by a court or by an 
attorney acting on behalf 
of the court. If you fail to 
comply—meaning you don’t 
show up or don’t bring what 
you were told to bring—you 
could be held in contempt 
of court. That could result 
in fines, and in extreme 
cases, even jail time. So 
yes, take it seriously.

What if going to 
court or provid-
ing documents is 
a huge inconve-
nience for you? 
You can reach 
out to the lawyer 
who issued the 
subpoena and 
explain your con-
cerns. Sometimes 
there’s room to 
reschedule or 
find a compro-

mise. But don’t just throw 
the subpoena in a drawer 
and hope it goes away. It 
won’t.

Subpoenas can even 
show up in cases you’re 
not directly involved in. For 
example, if you’re a school 
administrator, you might 
be subpoenaed for stu-
dent records. If you work at 
a hospital, you might have 
to provide medical records. 
You might be a witness in 
a car wreck that happened 
outside your house. Just 
because you aren’t being 
sued doesn’t mean you 
won’t be asked to partici-
pate in the process.

So if you receive a sub-
poena, don’t panic. Read 
it carefully. See what it 
asks you to do. If you’re 
unsure what to do next, 
you can always reach out 
to a lawyer for advice. Most 
importantly, don’t ignore it.

Jedidiah McKeehan is an 
attorney practicing in Knox 
County and surrounding 
counties. He works in many 
areas, including family law, 
criminal, and personal 
injury. Visit attorney-knox-
ville.com for more informa-
tion about this legal issue 
and other legal issues.

By Jedidiah 
McKeehan
jed@attorney-
knoxville.com

What is a 
Subpoena?

ROOFING
ROOF REPAIRS, METAL; SHINGLE; RUBBER; ROOF COATING; FREE 

ESTIMATES. 865-705-7069

You’re invited to the Historic 
House Museums of Knoxville and 
the Farragut Museum to enjoy 
Movies at the Museums under 
the stars! Continuing and expand-
ing their annual collaboration to 
new places, HHMK invites fami-
lies, friends, and movie lovers to 
watch six different movies out-
doors at six different museums 
across Knox County. 

From treasure hunts to silly 
Camelot cameos to balloon-tra-
versing adventures, take in these 
classic films while basking in the 
unique landscapes and history 
of each historic site. Filled with

different activities, program-
ming, and concessions at each 
museum, you can choose your 
own adventure or watch them all! 

Admission is FREE for each 
movie, but donations are great-
ly appreciated to support each 
museum’s mission. Attendees 
are encouraged to bring chairs, 
blankets, or other items to make 
their time there comfortable. 
Concessions will be available at 
each museum. 

Arrive early to visit the muse-
ums, learn from a local scholar 
about historical topics related to 
the film, and watch a special fea-
turette of local home movies by 
the Tennessee Archive of Moving 
Images & Sound (TAMIS).

Dogs are allowed, but must be 
on leash at all times. In case of 
inclement weather, a rain plan 
will be posted on the museum’s 
event page and social media 
outlets.

Join the Historic House Museum of 
Knoxville for Movies at the Museums

Friday, September 4
at Mabry-Hazen House:

The Goonies (PG-13, 1985)
Presented by Pellissippi State 

Community College
A group of teenagers finds a map 

leading to a hidden treasure. They 
must overcome booby traps, natural 
obstructions, and a gang of desper-
ate thieves in their race for the loot.

www.mabryhazen.com

Friday, September 11
at James White’s Fort

Monty Python and the Holy 
Grail (PG, 1975)

The mythical King and his knights 
seek the Holy Grail and encounter a 
series of silly horrors along the way.

www.jameswhitesfort.org

Friday, September 18
at Farragut Museum

Herbie Fully Loaded (G, 2005)
A teen resurrects a magical 

Volkswagen from a junkyard and 
turns it loose on the racetrack in 
this sequel.

https://visitfarragut.org/listing/
museum/

Friday, September 25
at Blount Mansion

Indiana Jones and the Last 
Crusade (PG, 1989)

In this rip-roaring third install-
ment of the Indiana Jones saga, 
Indy’s chance discovery of a detailed 
diary reunites him with his long-lost 

archaeologist father. Both seek to 
uncover the whereabouts of the 
fabled Holy Grail while contending 
with an alluring undercover Nazi 
agent.

www.blountmansion.org

Friday, October 2 at 
Marble Springs State Historic Site

Ghostbusters (PG, 1984)
Presented by Borderland Tees
A group of unemployed parapsy-

chologists go into business as pro-
fessional ghost neutralizers. But 
when New York City comes under 
attack from a host of supernatu-
ral demons, the self-proclaimed 
Ghostbusters must step up and save 
the world from the sinister ‘Zuul.’

www.marblesprings.net

Friday, October 7 
at Historic Westwood

Up (G, 2009)
A feisty septuagenarian reluc-

tantly teams up with a young 
explorer in this Oscar-winning Best 
Animated Feature Film by Pixar. Carl 
Fredricksen is a 78-year-old balloon 
salesman who dreams of seeing 
the wilds of South America, and it 
looks like he may get there after 
tying enough helium balloons to his 
house to take flight. The only kink in 
his plan is the 8-year-old stowaway 
on his front porch.

w w w . k n o x h e r i t a g e . o r g /
westwood/
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By Steve Williams

One of the most significant addi-
tions to West High School’s foot-
ball team this coming season is a 
new offensive coordinator.

Chris Thacker was the OC at 
Kingsport Dobyns-Bennett until 
rejoining West head coach Barron 
Chandler’s staff.

“Chris was at West when I first 
got there in 2017,” said Chandler. 

“We went to school together, grew 
up together and played high school 
football together at Morristown 
West. It’s somebody I’m really 
comfortable with and really excit-
ed with what he’s bringing to the 
table.”

Chandler’s first season as head 
coach at West was kind of an up-
and-down year for the Rebels.

“Yes, the first game got can-
celled because of lightning, then 

that put us going to Maryville for 
our first actual game,” said Barron. 
“We kind of felt like we had some 
tough spots early on. We were just 
making some mistakes. We were 
in some one-score games and 
couldn’t quite pull it off and then 
we felt like we hit our stride a little 
bit in the middle of the year.”

West ended up making the play-
offs but ran into a tough and tal-
ented Sevier County team that 

eliminated the Rebels (4-6) in the 
first round.	

“We felt like we made some 
good progress through the year 
and hope to carry that momentum 
into this season,” said Chandler.

“We’ve had a really good off-
season; a good June, and got start-
ed off with a good week in July.”

Now it’s August and the season 
opener is Friday.

By Mark Nagi

Building a high school 
football program brings 
with it many challenges. 
For the Concord Christian 
Lions and head coach 
Steve Matthews, it is a 
work in progress. But 
things are going well so far.

“I don’t know what the 
expectations were, but we 
won two Region games 
and finished 6-5,” said 
Matthews. “Really, all our 
games were down to the 
fourth quarter. We were 

close. And now we have 
over 50 players. I think 
if you look at the big pic-
ture, you have got to be 
really, really excited about 
where we are. We all have 
expectations, and those 
expectations get raised, 
and we’re all competitors. 
I’m not real patient. We’re 
trying to win and win big 
and try to get there as 
soon as we possibly can.”

One positive for the 
Lions is continuity. 
While there are some 

newcomers on the roster, 
they bring back 20 starters 
from last year’s team. “It’s 
definitely made it easier,” 
said Matthews. “Knowing 
how we do things, know-
ing how we like to prac-
tice. We have brought in 
several that are still kind 
of learning, but it’s been 
much easier this year, a lot 
fewer hiccups, just kind of 
learning the basics.”

The proces s of 
adding to the roster is a 
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PREVIEW STORIES FOR 2026 HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

LIONS 2026
Sat 	 Aug. 22 	 11:00 AM 	 CAK
				    Rivalry Saturday 	
Fri 	 Aug. 28 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Mt. Juliet Christian
Fri 	 Sep. 4 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at TKA (R)
Fri 	 Sep. 11 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Knoxville Halls 	
Fri 	 Sep. 18 	 7:00 p.m. 		 MidTenn Xtian(R) 	
Fri 	 Sep. 25 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Grace Christian
				    at Carson-Newman
Fri 	 Oct. 2 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Providence (R) 	
Fri 	 Oct. 16 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at South Greene 	
Fri 	 Oct. 23 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Providence (R) 	
Fri 	 Oct. 30 	 2:30 p.m. 	 Grace Baptist (R)
				    Senior Night

(R)=Region game

Concord Christian opening season 
by hosting Rivalry Saturday

Karns 
fielding 
young 

team this 
season 

By David Klein

Though the Karns 
Beavers are a young foot-
ball team this year, Karns 
head coach Lee Warren 
said he is excited about the 
upcoming Beavers’ football 
season. Warren said there 
are four returning offensive 
starters and four defensive 
starters. 

“We graduated a big 
senior class, played a lot 
of sophomores last year,” 
Warren said. “Obviously 
we’re younger but we’re 
excited about the talent 
we have, the juniors and 
sophomore classes, they’re 
gonna have to be able to 
play like seniors this year 
for us to be successful. 
We’re excited about that.” 

One of the returning 
seniors, Jonas Zimmerman, 
is listed as athlete and 
plays linebacker and safety 
on defense and outside 
receiver, slot receiver and 
tight end on offense. He 
also plays some at special 
teams. “Really just any-
thing they ask me to play, 
they usually see me as their 
guy to do that,” Zimmerman 
said.   

Offensively, the Beavers 
will try to run the ball more 
this season, according to 
Warren. “We’re going to be 
more of a downhill run team 
than years past,” Warren 
stressed. “A lot more tight 
end sets for us. We’re going 
to try to be adaptable and 
versatile. We’re not gonna 
be a traditional, 10-per-
sonnel spread-you-out 
offense.” 

Senior Ben Styles has 
been named starting quar-
terback. “He’s a veter-
an; he’s been our backup 
the last couple of years,” 
Warren said. “He’s also 
been starting at receiver 
and safety so he’s a good 
athlete. So, he brings that 
to the table, being a veter-
an and also having the ath-
letic ability.” 

New offensive coordinator 
should give Rebels a boost

PHOTO BY STEVE WILLIAMS

Barron Chandler at practice last week at West High School. He's now in his second season as the Rebels' head coach.
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CELEBRATING HALLS’ 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF A STATE TITLE

WEST YOUTH FOOTBALL 

Red Devils rallied late in 
first round to stay alive

DUNKAROO – 4 years old, 62½ lbs. Dunkaroo is a fun-loving mixed-
breed girl with a big personality and an even bigger enthusiasm 

for life. She’s a solid medium-sized companion who’s ready to 
bring energy and joy to her future home. She’s easy to leash, 
eager to get outside, and walks well while enjoying all the sights 
and smells around her. She’s looking for an acti ve home that can 
match her energy and give her plenty of exercise, enrichment, 
and positi ve interacti on. If you’re searching for a happy, social, 

and aff ecti onate dog who’s always ready for the next adventure, 
Dunkaroo may be your perfect match!

SILVER – 4 years old, 46 lbs.
Here’s Silver! Silver is a handsome medium-sized dog with 
a gentle spirit and plenty of love to share. At the perfect 

adult age, he’s ready to sett le into a forever home where 
he can enjoy walks, relaxing with his people, and making 

new memories. Silver is looking for a family to give him 
the chance to thrive and become the loyal companion he’s 

meant to be in his forever home. Come meet Silver today!

Ad space donated by The Knoxville Focus.

By Steve Williams

There may be some 
things that escape his 
mind, but Head Coach 
Larry Kerr hasn’t forgotten 
Halls High’s state football 
championship in 1986.

He’s already celebrat-
ed with 60 or so former 
Red Devils, who gathered 
together a few weeks ago to 
talk about football through-
out the years.

This Friday some 30 play-
ers and four coaches plus 
families and others with 
connections to the 1986 
HHS team will reunite to 
celebrate the school’s first 
state title.

According to his wife 
Janie, Kerr, 76, has early 
dementia. But he was 
sharp as a tack last week 
when he recalled Halls’ 
first-round win in the Class 
AAA playoffs that season.

“I remember it was a spe-
cial season, but the thing I 
remember more than any-
thing is the team chemis-
try,” said Larry. “The team 
was locked in together. 
They worked all summer, 
all winter. That team prob-
ably included the best 

weight-lifting group I ever 
had.

“I had good assistant 
coaches. I knew we were 
going to be good. I didn’t 
know that we were going 
to win the state champion-
ship, but I knew that this 
probably would be one of 
the best teams Halls had 
ever had. And they played 
hard. They worked hard and 
played hard.”

The Red Devils 
got a first-

round scare
Halls had to come from 

behind against an upset-
minded Heritage team 
in the first round playoff 
game. The Mountaineers 
were ahead 7-6 and driv-
ing for more before Halls 
rallied late to win 9-7. 

“We could have very 
easily lost that first game,” 
said Coach Kerr. “We were 
lucky to win the game.”

Heritage had the ball 
on Halls’ 6-yard line with 
two minutes left and the 
Red Devils stopped the 
Mountaineers’ march 
on a fourth-and-one 

quarterback sneak.
Two passes to Billy Marsh 

and a scramble by quar-
terback Chip Ward plus a 
penalty for a late hit set 
up Jason Julian’s winning 
29-yard field goal with 18 
seconds remaining.

“We had probably the 
best kicker in the state in 
Julian,” said Kerr. “Not only 
that, he could run, play 
defensive back and punt. 
It’s like one sports report-
er said, “You should let him 
drive the bus.

“The season could have 
been over. But I believe 
after that, there was a 
wake-up call. And from 
then on, we were a differ-
ent football team on both 
sides of the ball. I think the 
kids grew up and they start-
ed believing.

“We were lucky to get out 
of there … Heritage came 
and played our butt off and 
we were lucky to win.”

Weight-lifting 
a key to Halls’ 

success
Coach Kerr always 

believed weight-lifting led 

to having strong football 
teams.

“No doubt about it,” said 
Larry. “We talk about the 
Randy Halls, the Kevin 
Catletts. All in all, that 
weightroom I think got the 
kids their closeness and 
their discipline. I don’t know 
if we would have won a lot 
of games if we had to line 
up and run 40-yard dashes 
… But I think that weight-
lifting builds unity.

“You gotta sell it. I used to 
tell the kids, if you give me 
a month and you don’t see 
any improvement you don’t 
have to come back. I think 
the secret is to let them 
see – arms getting bigger, 
chest is getting bigger, 

they’re getting stronger on 
the bench. And if you get 
that going, it carries over on 
the football field. No doubt 
about it.”

Kerr didn’t just tell them 
about weight-lifting; he 
showed it to them through 
his own body.

“When I came out of high 
school, I was about 155 to 
160 pounds. When I was 
at Lees-McRae College 
and came back to Carson-
Newman, I lived in the 
weight room.

“They used to kid me 
about being in the weight 
room, but it made me and it 
gives you confidence.

“These big schools today 
that are doing good, they’ve 

got a good weight program 
growing.”

HALLS will recognize play-
ers and coaches on the 
1986 team Friday, starting 
at 5:30 in the cafeteria. The 
team will be introduced on 
the field at 6:45.

The Red Devils will play 
Oak Ridge in Week 1 at 7 
p.m. By the way, the 1986 
Halls team, which was 
15-0, defeated Oak Ridge 
7-6 for the first time that 
season.

Coach Kerr, who will be 
in attendance, led the Red 
Devils to a 17-15 win over 
Germantown in the 1986 
Class AAA state finals.

Forty years ago, the Halls Red Devils (Class AAA) and the Austin-East Roadrunners (Class AA) won TSSAA state football championships and were spotlighted in The Knoxville 
Journal. Larry Kerr (center) was the Halls head coach and Sam Anderson (left) was the A-E head coach.  Focus sports reporter Steve Williams (right) was The Journal's prep edi-
tor at that time. Halls is recognizing its 1986 team this Friday prior to its season opener against Oak Ridge. Austin-East Athletic Director Heather Blakemore announced last week 
that A-E would recognize its 1986 team in October when the Roadrunners host Carter.

"I knew we were going to be good. I didn’t 
know that we were going to win the 

state championship, but I knew that this 
probably would be one of the best teams 

Halls had ever had. And they played hard. 
They worked hard and played hard.”

- Coach Larry Kerr
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By Ken Lay

As Kevin Lane prepares 
for his fourth season as 
Central High School’s head 
football coach, he knows 
one thing is certain.

“We’re not going to sneak 
up on anybody this year,” 
Lane said. “Last year I 
think we surprised a few 
people. But this year, we’re 
not going to sneak up on 
anybody.”

The Bobcats went 10-3 
last season and made it to 
the TSSAA Class 5A quar-
terfinals and notched a 
pair of regular-season vic-
tories, snapping losing 
streaks against rivals Halls 
and West.

“We beat West for the 
first time in four years, and 
we beat Halls, and we have 
the Battle of Black Oak 
Ridge Trophy.”

The Bobcats may have 
won the Region 2-5A regu-
lar-season contest against 
the Red Devils, but Halls 
got revenge by eliminating 
Central from postseason 
contention.

Region 2-5A is an eight-
team league, meaning that 
four teams will be playing 
in November and the other 
four will head home after 
the regular season.

The region was expanded 
after Oak Ridge moved up 
to Class 6A and Heritage 
was reclassified to Class 
4A.

The league has been 
dominant in recent years, 
beginning when the 
Bobcats won it all in the 
2018-19 season. Powell 
claimed the state title in 
2021 after Summit won 
in 2020. The Rebels won 
in 2022-23. Sevier County 
(Region 1-5A) went 15-0 
in 2024 before losing the 
championship game to 
Page last year.

“This is a tough league, 
and you don’t have any 
margin for error,” Lane said. 
“Since 2018, our league 
has won five state champi-
onships. And Sevier County 
won in 2024, so you have 
six champions from East 
Tennessee since 2018.”

Central opens the 
new season on Friday 
with a tough road game 
in Kingsport against 
Class 6A heavyweight 
Dobyns-Bennett.

“My expectation is to win 
our first game at Dobyns-
Bennett, and we want the 
region championship, and 
we want to win the state 
championship,” Lane said. 

“We want to keep giving our 
kids the opportunity to get 
a free (college) education 
through football.”

Team strengths for 
Central are experience at 
the skill positions and on 
both the offensive and 
defensive lines.

“We have good skill play-
ers all the time,” Lane said. 
“But this year, we have 
strength on the offensive 
and defensive line.”

Central has experience, 
but the Bobcats are young.

“Our biggest area of con-
cern is our overall youth. 
We have a really young foot-
ball team”

Top returners include: 
Kaden Long (senior, quar-
terback); Tnaj Taylor (senior, 
wide receiver/ defensive 

back/linebacker); JJ Sackie 
(senior, wide receiver/
defensive back); Dontay 
Kibaiyu (senior/defensive 
lineman); Britton Schrader 
(junior, offensive lineman); 
Jasstin Chandler (senior, 
linebacker);   Jer’Brion 
Harris (senior, offen-
sive lineman); Gecari Cox 
(senior, defensive lineman); 
Lanier Badgett (senior, run-
ning back/defensive back) 
and Owen McGaha (junior, 
kicker).

Key newcomers are: 
Rondell North (junior, wide 
receiver/defensive back); 
Damaine Pettiford (junior, 
tight end/linebacker); 
Jermon Bishop (senior, tight 
end/defensive lineman and 
Brayden Starnes (senior, 
wide receiver/linebacker).

One of the greatest 
comebacks in college foot-

ball histo-
ry earned 
Tennessee 
a victory 
at Notre 
D a m e 
S t a d i u m 
in South 
Bend, Ind., 

on Nov. 2, 1991, 35 years 
ago. The players from that 
game are now in their mid-
to-late 50s. The passage 
of time can't dim the mem-
ories engendered that 
afternoon.

Here’s how the Vols 
lined up. On offense, it 
was Mark Adams at tight 
end, Bernard Dafney, 
Tom Myslinski, John 
Fisher, Mike Stowell, and 
Patrick Lenoir up front. 
Carl Pickens and Craig 
Faulkner were the wide-
outs. Mario Brunson was 
the fullback, James (Little 
Man) Stewart the running 
back, and Andy Kelly under 
center.

Defensively, it was Chris 
Mims and Chuck Smith at 
the ends, Shazzon Bradley 
and J. J. Surlas at the tack-
les, Darryl Hardy, Shon 
Walker, and Earnest Fields 
at linebacker, and Jeremy 
Lincoln, Floyd Miley, David 
Bennett, and Dale Carter 
in the secondary. John 
Becksvoort was the place-
kicker, and Tom Hutton the 
punter.

The triumph seemed 
inconceivable late in the 
first half with the Fighting 
Irish leading 31-7 and 
poised to add to the 
margin with a chip shot 
field goal attempt. The 
Irish had kicked the Vols 
all over the field in the first 
30 minutes, and prospects 
for the second half didn’t 

look very good at all.
At this point, Gen. 

Neyland’s Maxim No. 6 
came into play: “Press 
the kicking game. Here 
is where the breaks are 
made.” Historically, the 
Vols have made a living 
off dominating the kicking 
game on both sides of the 
ball. That would prove to 
be the case on this day.

Hardy blocked the kick. 
Miley emerged from the 
pile and found his way 
down the field, 85 yards for 
a touchdown with 14 sec-
onds left in the half. That 
cut the margin to 31-14 
and gave the Vols hope 
that the second half might 
be better.

Things did get better for 
the Vols. Tight end Von 
Reeves caught a TD pass 
from Kelly. Hayden scored 
on a short run. Carter had 

an interception, giving the 
Vols the ball at the Irish 
45. The clock showed 5:09 
left.

From the Irish 26, Kelly’s 
screen pass to Hayden cov-
ered the requisite distance 
(“the perfect call,” said 
John Ward) and resulted 
in another Vol touchdown 
late in the fourth quarter. 
To nearly everybody’s sur-
prise, the Vols had taken 
the lead, but had to fight 
off a furious Notre Dame 
rally to secure the victory.

As the clock wound 
down, Notre Dame moved 
smartly down the field. 
Tennessee was in des-
perate need of a big play. 
Notre Dame ended up 
needing a field goal from 
26 yards to pull out the 
triumph they had let slip 
away earlier.

The stage was set for 

rookie placekicker Rob 
Leonard, a sophomore who 
had never even attempted 
a field goal in college, to 
etch his name into Irish 
immortality. Regular place-
kicker Craig Hentrich had 
been injured earlier in the 
contest. Regardless, this 
was the type of game Notre 
Dame always seemed to 
win, especially in South 
Bend.

Jeremy Lincoln blocked 
the kick, coming from 
the left side of the Irish 
offense. The kick hit 
Lincoln’s backside and 
skittered wide right. Joy 
reigned supreme for Vol 
fans across the histor-
ic stadium, those watch-
ing on NBC television, or 
within the sound of Ward’s 
voice on the Vol Network.

Ward took note of Vol 
fans celebrating at the 

legendary venue. His con-
cluding remarks likely 
caught the attention of 
those fans who might have 
left at halftime and were 
listening to the game on 
some Mutual Network sta-
tion as they motored down 
I-65 toward Louisville. They 
might have been bickering 
about whose idea it was to 
leave early, but were still 
happy with the final score.

“Tennessee beats Notre 
Dame 35-34,” said Ward. 
“The Volunteers go home 
victorious. Notre Dame 
goes with the sophomore 
replacement kicker. It is no 
good, off to the right. The 
coaching staff to our left is 
jubilant, as are Tennessee 
fans. You could not write 
this script.”

That comment came 
moments after Ward had 
declared the kick good 

and sent shock waves all 
across Big Orange Country. 
He recovered quickly, and 
his post-game remarks 
were vintage.

Head coach John Majors 
was asked later if this 
were the biggest win in 
Tennessee football history.

“I certainly wouldn’t dis-
agree with that assess-
ment,” said Majors. 
“There’s never been a 
bigger one in my opin-
ion. The Sugar Bowl win 
over Miami was awfully 
big, but for the time and 
place, there’s never been 
a bigger one than the one 
at South Bend. There was 
great exposure and media 
coverage. I understand 
that 20 million people in 
Europe saw it.”

Carter and Pickens 
were All-American selec-
tions. Hayden and fellow 
freshman running back 
Stewart gave promise of 
big things to come in their 
Vol careers.

Nine Vols were named 
All-SEC, Mark Adams, 
Carter, Fields, Hardy, 
Lincoln, Mims, Myslinski, 
Pickens, and Smith.

Stewart, Hayden, and 
Becksvoort were named 
to the SEC All-Freshman 
squad.

The 1991 final record 
was 9-3, 5-2 in the SEC. 
The Vols won at Louisville 
(28-11), against UCLA (30-
16), defeated Auburn (30-
27), lost at Florida (35-18) 
and at Alabama (24-19), 
defeated Memphis State 
on Homecoming (52-24), 
and won their final three 
games, against Ole Miss 
(36-24), at Kentucky (16-
7), and Vanderbilt (45-0). 
The season concluded 
with a 42-17 loss to Penn 
State in the Fiesta Bowl.

By Tom 
Mattingly

A very special November day at 
Notre Dame in 1991

Cont. from page 1

PREVIEW STORIES FOR 2026 HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

BOBCATS 2026
Fri 	 Aug. 21 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Dobyns-Bennett 
Fri 	 Aug. 28 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Fulton 
Thu 	 Sep. 3 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at West (R)
				    Rivalry Thursday 
Fri 	 Sep. 11 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Campbell County (R) 
Fri 	 Sep. 18 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Clinton (R) 
Thu 	 Sep. 24 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Powell (R)
				    Rivalry Thursday 
Fri 	 Oct. 2 	 7:00 p.m. 	 McMinn County 
Fri 	 Oct. 16 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Knoxville Halls (R) 
Fri 	 Oct. 23 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at William Blount (R) 
 Thu 	 Oct. 29 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Karns (R)

(R)=Region game

Jeremy Lincoln blocked a last-second Notre Dame field goal attempt to give the Vols a come-from-behind 35-34 win in 
the 1991 game.

continual one… and one 
that Matthews under-
stands is key to their long-
term success, especially 
when it comes to the guys 
up front.

“Skill-wise, we’re kind of 
like everybody else,” said 
Matthews. “I feel really 
good about it at almost 
every position. It’s the 
offensive and defensive 
lines that probably every-
body in the state struggles 
with. There’s just a lot of 
these guys… I don’t know 
if they’re not playing any-
more or what. Those num-
bers, I think, are down for 
everybody. Trying to find 
those guys and get them 
developed, that will be 
critical for us.”

Concord will lean heav-
ily on veteran linemen 
Asher Noe and Eli Wolfe. 
Noe already has a scholar-
ship offer from VMI, while 
Wolfe has one from UAB.

“They still have to keep 
continuing to grind and 

get better, but those are 
two veterans for us that 
have played football at our 
level and at Concord,” said 
Matthews. “We’re excited 
about them. But, at the 
same time, we lost two 
seniors from last year’s 
squad on the offensive 
line and are trying to find 
their replacements.”

 At quarterback, it looks 
like two players are bat-
tling for the starting job. 
Sophomore Kohbe Ward, 
an all-state player a year 
ago, and freshman Dylan 
Brown, who transferred 
from Mater Dei HS in 
California. Ward complet-
ed 108 of his 180 pass 
attempts in 2025, with 19 
TDs and 4 INTs. He also 
rushed 86 times for 553 
yards and 5 scores. Ward 
could also play some at 
wide receiver.

Concord Christian 
opens the 2026 season 
on Saturday, August 22, at 
home against CAK.

Concord 
Christian 
opening season 
hosting Rivalry 
Saturday

Central won’t ‘sneak up 
on anybody’ in 2026

Red Devils rallied late in 
first round to stay alive
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By Steve Williams

There’s nothing for cer-
tain, but former longtime 
Webb football coach Dave 
Meske couldn’t be more 
pleased to see George 
Quarles as the Spartans’ 
new head coach.

“He’s a great fit for Webb 
School,” said Meske last 
week. “First of all, he’s one 
of the most successful high 
school football coaches in 
the country. He also does 
things right. He’s got a lot 
of integrity, and again he’s 
a great fit for Webb School. 
He’s a class act guy.”

Quar les’  won- loss 
record at Maryville High 
was unbelievable, as his 
teams posted a 250-16 
record from 1999 to 
2016, including 11 state 
championships.

“At one point in time, 
for maybe a day or so, 
Maryville High School had 
the longest winning streak 
in football in the country,” 
pointed out Meske.

Meske’s Spartans went 
up against the Red Rebels 
two times in his 38-year 
career at Webb and lost 
both times, but playing 
them made his teams 
better, he said.

“I couldn’t be more excit-
ed than to have Coach 
Quarles as the head foot-
ball coach at Webb School,” 
Meske said.

After last season’s sur-
prising 1-9 finish, Quarles’ 
arrival as the Spartans’ 
new head coach was a 
pleasant surprise. Don 
Mahoney stepped down 
after three seasons at 
Webb, but stayed to be the 
offensive line coach, a posi-
tion he has coached on the 
college level, including the 
University of Tennessee.

After being at Maryville 
High, Quarles coached on 
the college level – first as 
an assistant at Furman, 
then as the head coach 

at ETSU and lastly as an 
assistant at Austin Peay.

At this year’s KFOA 
Media Day, Webb seniors 
Will Overton and Brailen 
Robinson expressed their 
thoughts about what hap-
pened last season.

“That season is not what 
we wanted, not at all,” said 
Overton, a 6-2, 220-pound 
OL/DL. Instead, he wants 
to see the team “build a 
great relationship and go 
out there and really put in 
our all, because for us it’s 
our last year.”

Robinson, a 5-11, 190-
pound senior RB/DB, 

added: “I think our big-
gest thing last year was 
we couldn't stay healthy … 
Injuries really plagued us 
early on.”

Other players who are 
expected to be leaders 
this year for the Spartans 
are Tommy  Moore (fresh-
man RB/LB), Grelyn Gordon 
(sophomore RB/LB), Jake 
Rogers (6-3, 310-pound 
junior OL/DL), Matthew 
Rogers (5-10, 190-pound 
junior RB/DB), Amar'e 
Cruse (6-2, 260-pound 
senior OL/DL), Gibby 
Tomberlin (sophomore 
RB/WR/DB), Ty Tomberlin 

(senior RB/LB) and Garrett 
King (6-2, 200-pound junior 
QB).

Prior to a scrimmage 
against Concord Christian 
School last week, Coach 
Quarles said: “We’re still 
like we thought, really thin. 
Depth is going to be an 
issue. I like the guys that 
we have. They are work-
ing extremely hard. You 
worry about what’s going 
to happen when injuries 
happen, so that’s my con-
cern. But other than that, 
I’m pretty pleased where 
we are. I’m excited to be 
here.”

Webb will play its first two 
games on the road, includ-
ing a tough opener against 
Upperman, followed by a 

game at Asheville School 
(NC). The Spartans’ home 
opener will be against 
Silverdale Academy.

Cont. from page 1
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SPARTANS 2026
Fri 	 Aug. 21 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Upperman 	
Fri 	 Aug. 28 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Asheville School, NC
Fri 	 Sep. 4 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Silverdale Acad (R)
Fri 	 Sep. 11 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Lakeway Christian (R)
Fri 	 Sep. 18 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Grace Christian  (R)
				    Rivalry Friday 	
Fri 	 Sep. 25 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at CAK (R) 	
Fri 	 Oct. 2 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Notre Dame (R) 	
Fri 	 Oct. 16 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Stewarts Creek 	
Fri 	 Oct. 23 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Chatt Christian (R) 
Fri 	 Oct. 30 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Boyd Buchanan (R)

(R)=Region game

BEAVERS 2026
Fri 	 Aug. 21 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Hardin Valley 	
Fri 	 Aug. 28 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at South Doyle 	
Fri 	 Sep. 4 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Campbell Co. (R)
Thu 	 Sep. 10 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Clinton (R)
				    Rivalry Thursday 	
Fri 	 Sep. 18 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Powell (R) 	
Fri 	 Sep. 25 	 7:00 p.m. 		 William Blount (R) 	
Fri 	 Oct. 2 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Halls (R) 	
Thu 	 Oct. 8 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Morristown E. 	
Fri 	 Oct. 23 	 7:00 p.m. 	 West (R) 	
Thu 	 Oct. 29 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Knox Central (R)

(R)=Region game

Defensively, the Beavers 
do not try to do any-
thing fancy. “We’re pretty 
basic, 3-4, Cover 2, Cover 
3, Cover 4,” Warren said. 
“We’re going to rush four 
or five a lot. We’re going to 
just be really sound in what 
we do.”  

Regarding the schedule, 
Warren pointed to some of 
the challenges. “We’re in 
a really tough region,” he 
said. “An 8-team region 
with a lot of good foot-
ball teams. Our region is 
us, Powell, West, Halls, 
William Blount, Clinton, 
Campbell County. We’re in 
a really tough region but it’s 
fun that we go out and be 
able to compete with some 
other Knox County teams. 
Knox County, you got 13 
high schools right on top 
of each other so you gotta 
go be competitive for the 

teams in your county to 
have long-term success,” 
Warren said. 

Warren is emphasizing 
growth to his team in pre-
season camp and team 
mindset. He likes the chal-
lenge. “I’m really excited 
about the group of competi-
tors we have,” Warren said. 
“The number one thing I 
wanted to change was the 
history of Karns football. 
There’s a lot of complacen-
cy with that of people don’t 
expect you to go win 7, 8 
football games or make 
playoff runs. We have now 
been able to change that 
mindset of our kids to not 
be o.k. with being medio-
cre and to not be afraid of 
anybody and I think that’s 
a really big step for us to 
go out and be competitive.”

Karns opens the season 
at home Friday against 
Hardin Valley at 7 p.m.

Karns fielding 
young team this 

season

Meske says Quarles ‘a great fit’ for Webb

PHOTO BY STEVE WILLIAMS

New Webb School Head Coach George Quarles claps his approval during a warm-up session before the Spartans scrimmaged Concord Christian 
School August 10.

Ad space donated by The Knoxville Focus.
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Jack Harrison, a senior, is 
expected to be the starting 
quarterback. Sophomore 
Jace Heuple, son of the UT 
head coach, and junior Cam 
Accardi also have been 
among the contenders.

Other probable starters 
on offense are senior RB 
Jamari Goines, senior TE 
Morgan Ferrell, senior WR 
Silas Monroe, senior WR 
Bradford Welch, sopho-
more WR D’Andre Brinson, 
senior center Gus Gladden, 
RG Braylan Lail, senior RT 
Melbert Lee, sophomore LG 
Damain Mack and senior LT 
Braden Tolbert.

Probable starters on 
defense include senior 
OLB James Sutton, sopho-
more end Samuel Daggy, 

senior noseman Wytier 
Nelson, sophomore end 
Jeremiah Pennington, junior 
OLB Brody Brooks, junior 
LB Jax Ferrell, senior LB 
Eli Bohanan, junior safety 
Thomas Rowland and 
sophomore safety D’Andre 
Brinson.

West also is expected 
to have a strong kicking 
game with senior punter 
Colston Colquitt and senior 
place-kicker Addison Cline. 
Colston is the fifth in the 
famous family of punters, 
following Craig, Jimmy, 
Dustin and Britton.

Cline is being recruited 
by UT-Martin and ranks No. 
76 in the nation among high 
school kickers. 

West will open its season 
Friday at Bearden.

By David Klein

For the Catholic Irish, 
the keys to the year start 
with the seniors. Head 
coach Philip Shadowens 
said there are six seniors 
coming back this year, 
and quarterback Mack 
Bartholomew is one of 
them. “He’s a two-year 
starter,” Shadowens said. 
“He’s our team leader. I 
think it all starts with him 
on the offensive side. We 
have only six seniors, and 
he’s our team leader,” 
Shadowens emphasized.

Shadowens also praised 
the wide receivers and 
the offensive line. “We 
have one of our leading 
receivers in Braylen Gibbs 
coming back. We have 
a really, really talented 
offensive line.”

Catholic also returns 
many tailbacks this 
season. One of those is 
sophomore Kruise Buntyn. 
“He’s been offered (schol-
arships),” Shadowens 
said. “We’re talented on 
that side of the ball, so we 
look for big things from our 
offense.”

On offense, Catholic 
plays a spread offense 
with multiple looks. “We’re 
multiple with a lot of 11 
Personnel,” Shadowens  

said. “We take a lot of 
pride in running the foot-
ball as well.”

Defensively, the Irish 
will have strengths in the 
secondary and defen-
sive line. “On defense, 
a lot of our secondary is 
coming back, and we feel 
like that’s going to be a 
really good point for us,” 
Shadowens said. “We feel 
like we’re really talented in 
our defensive line. We feel 
like we have seven kids 
that can really alternate 
and play in there in the 
trenches, which is what 
it’s about really.”

Catholic plays in Division 
II-AAA East and plays one 
of the toughest sched-
ules in the nation, accord-
ing to Shadowens. “Some 
of the best teams in the 
nation, obviously Baylor, 

McCallie, David Liscomb 
and Ensworth and MBA,” 
Shadowens said of the 
district schedule. “We 
play the best teams in the 
state and some of the best 
teams in the country. Our 
offseason, we added a St. 
Louis prep school from 
Missouri (Cardinal Ritter). 
We’re also going to Hoover, 
to play Hoover in Hoover, 
Alabama, which is one 
of the best teams in the 
nation.”

The Irish will have to 
be content this year just 
playing the regular season. 
School officials said in July 
that a non-faculty assis-
tant football coach texted 
a prospective student-ath-
lete and encouraged him 
to think about transferring 
to Catholic.

“We had a non-faculty 

assistant coach reach out 
to a kid in late January,” 
Shadowens said at High 
School Football Media Day 
in July. “We hold ourselves 
to a high standard. We 
addressed it back then. 
We thought it was best to 
self-impose a penalty and 
hold ourselves account-
able. We self-imposed a 
one-year playoff ban, and 
it doesn’t affect anything. 
We hate to not play in the 
tournament (state play-
offs) at the end of the year, 
but our schedule is the 
toughest we know in the 
state and one of the tough-
est schedules because it’s 
a national schedule in all 
of the south.”

Shadowens pointed 
back to the talent Catholic 
has and the team’s work 
ethic. “We’ve had 10 
underclassmen with 
Division 1 offers on our 
football team, so our kids 
understand they have to 
work hard every day to get 
to where they want to go. 
We’ve had a remarkable 
offseason.”

Catholic opens the 
season Saturday at home 
against Riverdale High 
School.

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES
COURT 

NOTICES
NOTICE OF SERVICE 

BY PUBLICATION
TO: JENNIFER LYNN FOWLER

IN RE: SAMEH MUNTHER KAMAL, Plaintiff
v.

JENNIFER LYNN FOWLER, Defendant

DOCKET NO. 213231-PART I
IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 

COUNTY, TENNESSEE
In this cause, it appearing from the Motion 

for Service of Publication and the certification 
by the process server that your whereabouts are 
unknown to Plaintiff so that ordinary process 
of law cannot be served, you, JENNIFER LYNN 
FOWLER, Defendant, are hereby notified that 
you are required to file with the Chancery 
Court of Knox County at Knoxville, Tennessee, 
your defense to the Complaint filed against you 
in said cause.  A notice shall be published for 
four consecutive weeks in The Knoxville Focus 
newspaper in Knoxville, TN.  At or before  30 days 
from the date of the last publication, a true copy 
of your defense to the Complaint filed against 
you, JENNIFER LYNN FOWLER, Defendant, must 
be served on Jedidiah C. McKeehan, McKeehan 
Law Group, LLC, 6705 Albunda Drive, Knoxville, 
Tennessee 37919.

In case of your failure to do so, judgment by 
default may be rendered against you for the relief 
demanded in the Complaint.

This the 6th day of July, 2026.
John F. Weaver

Chancellor

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
BY PUBLICATION

TO: CASEY NEWPORT

IN RE: THE ADOPTION OF A MALE 
CHILD, K.J.N., DOB 06/14/2017

BY: AMANDA HAMBY and SAMUEL 
E. HAMBY, Plaintiffs

Vs.
CASEY NEWPORT, Defendant

PETITION FOR TERMINATION 
OF PARENTAL RIGHTS

CAUSE NO. A-7-26
IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR MORGAN 

COUNTY, TENNESSEE
In this cause, being a Petition for Termination 

of Parental Rights, which is sworn to as 
well as the Motion and Order for Publication, 
that the whereabouts of the Defendant, 
CASEY NEWPORT, is unknown and cannot be 
ascertained upon diligent inquiry it is ordered 
that Publication be made for four (4) consecutive 
weeks, as required by law, in The Knoxville 
Focus, a newspaper published in Knox County, 
Tennessee, notifying said Defendant, CASEY 
NEWPORT, to file an Answer with the Chancery 
Court for Morgan County, Tennessee at 415 N. 
Kingston St., #104, Wartburg Tennessee 37887, 
and send a copy to Plaintiff 's attorneys, Megan 
Hutchens Esq., and Oldfield Law Tennessee PLLC 
whose address is 10263 Kingston Pike Knoxville, 
Tennessee 37922, within thirty (30) days from 
the last date of publication, exclusive of said 
date of publication or a judgment by default may 
be entered against her.

This cause is set for hearing before the court 
on the 25th day of September, 2026 at the 
Morgan County Chancery Court located at 415 
N. Kingston St., # 104, Wartburg, Tennessee 
37887.

This the 1st day of July, 2026.
Angela R. Anderson

Morgan County Chancery Court Clerk

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
BY PUBLICATION

TO: LISA BULLOCK

IN RE: THE ESATE OF JACK 

EUGENE MCMAHAN

BY: LEE ROY MCMAHAN, Personal 
Representative / Petitioner

Vs.
LISA BULLOCK, Respondent

No. 90335-1

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE,

PROBATE DIVISION
It appearing from the Petition for Approval of 

Accounting, Administrative Expenses, and Final 
Distribution and to Allow Service by Publication 
filed herein, that LISA BULLOCK, an heir-at-
law of Jack Eugene McMahan, deceased, is a 
non-resident of the State of Tennessee or her 
current whereabouts are unknown and cannot 
be ascertained upon diligent search and inquiry 
such that the ordinary process of law cannot be 
served upon her.

Therefore, it is ORDERED that LISA 
BULLOCK, Respondent, appear before the 
Chancery Court for Knox County, Tennessee, 
Probate Division, located at 400 W. Main 
Street, Suite 125, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902, 
on the 17th day of September, 2026, at 9:30 
a.m., to respond to the Petition for Approval of 
Accounting, Administrative Expenses, and Final 
Distribution. If she fails to appear and respond 
as required, she will be deemed not to have 
responded, and the matter may proceed without 
further notice to her.

This Notice shall be published in The 
Knoxville Focus for four (4) consecutive weeks.

Entered this 6th day of July, 2026.

Honorable John F. Weaver
Chancellor

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO: ESTATE OF CATHERINE SAMPLE, 
along with ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS, 

BENEFICIARIES, AND ASSIGNS  
       THEREOF, and SECRETARY OF 

HOUSING & URBAN DEVELOPMENT

IN RE: CLEAR RECON, LLC, Petitioner
vs.

ESTATE OF CATHERINE SAMPLE, 
along with ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS, 

BENEFICIARIES, AND ASSIGNS       
THEREOF, and SECRETARY OF HOUSING 
& URBAN DEVELOPMENT, Respondents

DOCKET NO. 213265 Part III

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant(s), 
ESTATE OF CATHERINE SAMPLE, along with 
ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES, 
AND ASSIGNS THEREOF, and SECRETARY 
OF HOUSING & URBAN DEVELOPMENT, a 
non-resident of the State of Tennessee, or 
whose whereabouts cannot be ascertained 
upon diligent search and inquiry, so that the 
ordinary process of law cannot be served upon 
ESTATE OF CATHERINE SAMPLE, along with 
ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES, AND 
ASSIGNS THEREOF, and SECRETARY OF 
HOUSING & URBAN DEVELOPMENT, it is ordered 
that said defendant(s), ESTATE OF CATHERINE 
SAMPLE, along with ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS, 
BENEFICIARIES, AND ASSIGNS THEREOF, 
and SECRETARY OF HOUSING & URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT file an answer with the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court at Knoxville, 
Tennessee, on or before thirty (30) days of 
the last date of publication or a judgement by 
default will be taken against you and the cause 
will be set for hearing Ex-Parte as to you before 
Chancellor Christopher Heagerty  at the Knox 
County Chancery Court, Division III, 400 Main 
Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902. 

This notice will be published in The Knoxville 
Focus for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This the 7th day of AUGUST, 2026.

Jessica Haun
Interim Clerk and Master

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF GLORIA LOMBARDO ASLINGER
DOCKET NUMBER 92746-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of 
July, 2026, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of GLORIA LOMBARDO ASLINGER, 
who died on June 15, 2026, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against his or 
her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 22 day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF GLORIA LOMBARDO ASLINGER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JAMES R. ASLINGER
7426 PELLEAUX RD.

KNOXVILLE, TN 37938

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ARGEL BUCKNER
DOCKET NUMBER 92882-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 31 day of 
July, 2026, letters of administration in respect 
of the Estate of ARGEL BUCKNER, who died 
July 16, 2026, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the clerk of the above named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in 
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 31 day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF ARGEL BUCKNER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
RANDAL BUCKNER

WESTON A. GANTTE, ATTORNEY
1205 GAY ST.
P. O. BOX 398

DANDRIDGE, TN 37725

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF GAYLE EVANS
DOCKET NUMBER 92817-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of 
July, 2026, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of GAYLE EVANS, who died on June 
10, 2026, were issued to the undersigned by 
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 

to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 22 day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF GAYLE EVANS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MARK TREADWAY, EXECUTOR

8205 RICHLAND COLONY ROAD 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

M. CATHERINE WARMBROD, ATTORNEY
10805 KINGSTON PIKE, SUITE 200

KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PATRICIA EDELENE FORD
DOCKET NUMBER 92858-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 4th 
day of August, 2026, letters testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of PATRICIA EDELENE 
FORD, who died July 9, 2026, were issued 
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the above named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 4th day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF PATRICIA EDELENE FORD

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JANICE RAY

1431 ELLIS LOOP
SEVIERVILLE, TN 37876

M. SUE WHITE, ATTORNEY
216 PHOENIX CT., SUITE D

SEYMOUR, TN 37865

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF WALTER R. GAWRYLA
DOCKET NUMBER 92766-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 15th 
day of July, 2026, Letters of Administration in 
respect of the Estate of WALTER R. GAWRYLA, 
who died April 11, 2026, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this Notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this Notice To 
Creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 

publication; or
(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the 

creditor received an actual copy of the Notice 
To Creditors if the creditor received the copy of 
the Notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of first 
publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 15th day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF WALTER R. GAWRYLA

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MARTHA F. EARL, ADMINISTRATRIX

9322 BARRINGTON BLVD.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

VICTORIA 8. TILLMAN, ATTORNEY
1019 ORCHID DRIVE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JANICE LYN GRAY
DOCKET NUMBER 92862-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 31 day 
of July, 2026, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of JANICE LYN GRAY, who died 
June 3, 2026, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the clerk of the above named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in 
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death. This the 31 day of July, 2026.

ESTATE OF JANICE LYN GRAY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JAMES M. BEAM, CO-EXECUTOR
BARBIE L. BEAM, CO-EXECUTOR

701 BRIXWORTH BLVD.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

BRADLEY C. SAGRAVES, ATTORNEY
M. ALAN MOORE, JR., ATTORNEY

NICOLE PFARR, ATTORNEY
2095 LAKESIDE CENTRE WAY, SUITE 131

KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CHARLES E. HARRIS
DOCKET NUMBER 92873-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day of 
August, 2026, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of CHARLES E. HARRIS, who died 
July 9, 2026, were issued to the undersigned by 
the  Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death. This the 3 day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF CHARLES E. HARRIS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TAMMY MOTTER, EXECUTRIX

4405 TWIN PINES DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37921

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ELEANOR DOWLING JONES
DOCKET NUMBER 92790-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 29th 
day of July, 2026, Letters Testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of ELEANOR DOWLING 
JONES, who died on June 4, 2026, were issued 
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the above named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 29th day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF ELEANOR DOWLING JONES

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
PERSHING MORGAN JONES, JR.

14 VINE STREET
HAWTHORN WOODS, IL 60047

MARK E. TILLERY, ATTORNEY
P. O. BOX 12257

KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LYNN P. MCGINNIS
DOCKET NUMBER 92431-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 31 day of 
July, 2026, letters testamentary (or letters of 
administration as the case may be) in respect 
of the Estate of LYNN P. MCGINNIS, who died 
January 10, 2026, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 31 day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF LYNN P. MCGINNIS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DIANE WEST

2000 BRADSHAW GARDEN ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

HEATHER N. MCCOY, ATTORNEY
528 GRACE AVENUE

SEVIERVILLE, TN 37862

Cont. from page 1

PREVIEW STORIES FOR 2026 HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

FIGHTING IRISH 2026
Sat	 Aug. 22	 7:00 p.m. 	 Riverdale 	
Thu 	 Aug. 27 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Anderson County
				    Rivalry Thursday 	
Fri 	 Sep. 4 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Lipscomb Acad 	
Fri 	 Sep. 11 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Cardinal Ritter, MO 	
Fri 	 Sep. 18 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at MBA (R) 	
Fri 	 Sep. 25 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Hoover, AL 	
Fri 	 Oct. 2 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Ensworth (R) 	
Fri 	 Oct. 9 	 7:00 p.m. 	 McCallie (R) 	
Fri 	 Oct. 23 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at CPA (R) 	
Fri 	 Oct. 30 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Baylor (R)

(R)=Region game

New offensive 
coordinator

REBELS 2026
Fri 	 Aug. 21 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Bearden
				    Rivalry Friday 	
Fri 	 Aug. 28 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Maryville 	
Thu 	 Sep. 3 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Knox Central (R)
				    Rivalry Thursday 	
Fri 	 Sep. 11 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Alcoa 	
Fri 	 Sep. 18 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Campbell Co. (R) 	
Fri 	 Sep. 25 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Halls (R) 	
Fri 	 Oct. 2 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Clinton (R) 	
Fri 	 Oct. 16 	 7:00 p.m. 	 William Blount (R) 	
Fri 	 Oct. 23 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Karns (R) 	
Thu 	 Oct. 29 	 7:00 p.m. 	 at Powell (R)

(R)=Region game

Catholic brings back lots of talent
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LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES
NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF SUE MORTON
DOCKET NUMBER 92734-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of 
July, 2026, letters administration in respect of 
the Estate of SUE MORTON, who died on June 
6, 2026, were issued to the undersigned by 
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against his or her estate are 
required to file the same with the Clerk and 
Master of the above named court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of the notice 
to creditors if the creditor received the copy of 
the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
first publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 22 day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF SUE MORTON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JENNIFER KAY ORLANDI

612 ATLANTIC AVE.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37917

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DOROTHY EVELYN O’TOOLE
DOCKET NUMBER 92789-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 31 day 
of July, 2026, Letters Testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of DOROTHY EVELYN O’TOOLE, 
who died June 13, 2026, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the 
clerk of the above named court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of the notice 
to creditors if the creditor received the copy of 
the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
first publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 31 day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF DOROTHY EVELYN O’TOOLE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KIMBERLY EVELYN REASONER

11526 KITTREDGE STREET
COMMERCE CITY, CO 80022

MARK E. TILLERY, ATTORNEY
P. O. BOX 12257

KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ELIZABETH TERRY SMITH
DOCKET NUMBER 92775-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day 
of July, 2026, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of ELIZABETH TERRY SMITH, 
who died May 27, 2026, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against his or 
her estate are required to file the same with 
the Clerk and Master of the above named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed 
in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be 
forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of the notice 
to creditors if the creditor received the copy of 
the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
first publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 22 day of July, 2026.

ESTATE OF ELIZABETH TERRY SMITH

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JORDAN P. SMITH, ADMINISTRATOR

123 AZALEA CIRCLE
HARRIMAN, TN 37748

MELINDA BUCK BROWN, ATTORNEY
162 TALMEADA ROAD
OAK RIDGE, TN 37830

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF REBECCA FOX STOOTS
DOCKET NUMBER 92837-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day 
of July, 2026, Letters Testamentary in respect 
to the Estate of REBECCA FOX STOOTS, 
who died May 17, 2026, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Probate Court for Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the Estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk of the above 
named Court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this Notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this Notice to 
Creditors at least sixty (60) days before the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of the Notice 
to Creditors if the creditor received the copy of 
the Notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
first publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 22 day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF REBECCA FOX STOOTS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SUZANNA F. VICARS

900 S. GAY ST., STE. 2400
KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

O. E. SCHOW, IV, ATTORNEY
900 SOUTH GAY STREET, 9th FLOOR

P. O. BOX 900
KNOXVILLE, TN 37901-0900

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CLAY EDWARD STREVEL
DOCKET NUMBER 92774-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 31 day 
of July, 2026, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of CLAY EDWARD STREVEL, 
who died June 18, 2026, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against his or 
her estate are required to file the same with 
the Clerk and Master of the above named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed 
in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be 
forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of the notice 
to creditors if the creditor received the copy of 
the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
first publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 31 day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF CLAY EDWARD STREVEL

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JOHN PORTER STREVEL, EXECUTOR

2305 HIGHLAND DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF GEORGIA ANN VALENTINE
DOCKET NUMBER 92832-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day 
of July, 2026, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of GEORGIA ANN VALENTINE, 
who died on June 25, 2026, were issued 
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
Estate are required to file the same with the 
clerk of the above named court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of the notice 
to creditors if the creditor received the copy of 
the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
first publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 22 day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF GEORGIA ANN VALENTINE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
GARY LYNN VALENTINE

1730 HALEY GLENN LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

M. SUE WHITE
216 PHOENIX CT., SUITE D

SEYMOUR, TN 37865

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF ELVA LOUISE 

[HAGA] VAUGHAN
DOCKET NUMBER 92847-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day 
of August, 2026, letters testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of ELVA LOUISE [HAGA] 
VAUGHAN, who died July 2, 2026, were 
issued to the undersigned by the  Clerk and 
Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of the notice 
to creditors if the creditor received the copy of 
the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
first publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 3 day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF ELVA LOUISE 
[HAGA] VAUGHAN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MARK SHAWN VAUGHAN, EXECUTOR

11707 JEFFREY LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARK E. ANDERSON
DOCKET NUMBER 92877-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 7th 
day of August, 2026, letters testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of MARK E. ANDERSON, 
who died June 27, 2026, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on 
or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in 
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of the notice 
to creditors if the creditor received the copy of 
the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
first publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 

date of death.
This the 7th day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF MARK E. ANDERSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
THE TRUST COMPANY OF TENNESSEE
4823 OLD KINGSTON PIKE, SUITE 100

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

JOEL D. ROETTGER, ATTORNEY
P. O. BOX 1990

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CYNTHIA LOU BARBOUR
DOCKET NUMBER 92909-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 6th 
day of August, 2026, letters of testamentary 
in respect of the Estate of CYNTHIA LOU 
BARBOUR, who died July 4, 2026, were issued 
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the 
clerk of the above named court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of the notice 
to creditors if the creditor received the copy of 
the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
first publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 6th day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF CYNTHIA LOU BARBOUR

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MARTHA BARBOUR COX

200 WINGED FOOT POINT
KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

J. WHITSON SMITH, ATTORNEY
10805 KINGSTON PIKE, SUITE 200

KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CHARLES DALPHINE BOYD
DOCKET NUMBER 92513-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 10th day 
of August, 2026, letters of administration in 
respect of the Estate of CHARLES DALPHINE 
BOYD, who died on December 30, 2025, were 
issued to the undersigned by the Chancery 
Court for Knox County, Tennessee Probate 
Division. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against 
the estate are required to file the same with 
the clerk of the above named court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of the notice 
to creditors if the creditor received the copy of 
the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
first publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 10th day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF CHARLES DALPHINE BOYD

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
CATHERINE JEANNINE BOYD

7016 HARRELL ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37931

L. ERIC EBBERT, ATTORNEY
BRENT BAXLEY, ATTORNEY

9145 CROSS PARK DRIVE, STE. 103
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ROBERT J. DAVERMAN
DOCKET NUMBER 92824-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 10 day of 
August, 2026, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of ROBERT J. DAVERMAN, who 
died February 9, 2026, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Clerk and Master or the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against his or 
her estate are required to file the same with 
the Clerk and Master of the above named Court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed 
in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be 
forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this Notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this Notice To 
Creditors at least sixty (60) days before the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of the Notice 
To Creditors if the creditor received the copy of 
the Notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
first publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 10 day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF ROBERT J. DAVERMAN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KURT R DAVERMAN, EXECUTOR

1521 CASTILLEJA AVENUE
PALO ALTO, CA 94306

BAILY SCHIERMEYER, ATTORNEY
P. O. BOX 3804

KNOXVILLE, TN 37927

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF SARAH J. EDWARDS
DOCKET NUMBER 92609-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 11th 
day of August, 2026, letters testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of SARAH J. EDWARDS, 
who died October 15, 2025, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court for 
Knox County, Tennessee Probate Division. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the 
clerk of the above named court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 

creditors at least sixty (60) days before the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of the notice 
to creditors if the creditor received the copy of 
the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
first publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

 This the 11th day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF SARAH J. EDWARDS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TONI EDWARDS

465 W. BLOUNT AVE., APT. 2522
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

L. ERIC EBBERT, ATTORNEY
BRENT BAXLEY, ATTORNEY

9145 CROSS PARK DRIVE, STE. 103
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF KATHY DAMEWOOD GRAHAM
DOCKET NUMBER 92865-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 3rd 
day of August, 2026, letters testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of KATHY DAMEWOOD 
GRAHAM, who died July 9, 2026, were 
issued to the undersigned by the Clerk and 
Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the Clerk and Master of the above named 
court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of the notice 
to creditors if the creditor received the copy of 
the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
first publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 3rd day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF KATHY DAMEWOOD GRAHAM

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
STEPHANIE SUSANNE THOMAS
3161 CHAMPIONS TRAIL LANE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37931

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JEFRI WEIR HILLON
DOCKET NUMBER 92892-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 10 day 
of August, 2026, Letters of Administration in 
respect of the Estate of JEFRI WEIR HILLON, 
who died May 23, 2026, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk of the above named court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this Notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this Notice To 
Creditors at least sixty (60) days before the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of the Notice 
To Creditors if the creditor received the copy of 
the Notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
first publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 10 day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF JEFRI WEIR HILLON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JAMIE D. PETERSEN, ADMINISTRATRIX

1900 DEERFIELD AVENUE
SURFSIDE BEACH, SC 29575

VICTORIA B. TILLMAN, ATTORNEY
1019 ORCHID DRIVE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DOYLE O. HOLBERT
DOCKET NUMBER 92878-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 3rd 
day of August, 2026, letters testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of DOYLE O. HOLBERT, 
who died on July 7, 2026, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Clerk and Master or the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against his or 
her estate are required to file the same with 
the Clerk and Master of the above named Court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed 
in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be 
forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of the notice 
to creditors if the creditor received the copy of 
the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
first publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 3rd day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF DOYLE O. HOLBERT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KEVIN CARTER HOLBERT

379 STRADER RD.
POWELL, TN 37849

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CHARLES WESLEY HUMPHREY
DOCKET NUMBER 92894-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 6th day 
of August, 2026, letters of testamentary (or 
letters of administration as the case may be) 
in respect of the Estate of CHARLES WESLEY 
HUMPHREY, who died June 9, 2026, were 
issued to the undersigned by the Chancery 
Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 

against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) 
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of the notice 
to creditors if the creditor received the copy of 
the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
first publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 6th day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF CHARLES WESLEY HUMPHREY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JAMES HUMPHREY

624 CEDAR LANE, APT. 9
KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

T. SCOTT JONES, ATTORNEY
CHRIS W. BEAVERS, ATTORNEY

KIMBERLY A. TROTTER, ATTORNEY
2125 MIDDLEBROOK PIKE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37921

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF NANNE JOHNSON-MORGAN
DOCKET NUMBER 92693-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 10th 
day of August, 2026, letters testamentary (or 
letters of administration as the case may be) 
in respect of the Estate of NANNE JOHNSON-
MORGAN, who died October 16, 2025, were 
issued to the undersigned by the Chancery 
Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) 
or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of the notice 
to creditors if the creditor received the copy of 
the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
first publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 10th day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF NANNE JOHNSON-MORGAN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TAMELA KATHRYN WELLS

104 KEASLER ROAD
ASHEVILLE, NC 28805

WILLIAM  MORGAN,  JR.
5009 PITTMAN CENTER ROAD

SEVIERVILLE, TN 37876

M. SAMANTHA PARRIS, ATTORNEY
2908 TAZEWELL PIKE, SUITE G

KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF WALTER ANTHONY KOBUS
DOCKET NUMBER 92665-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 28th day 
of July, 2026, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of WALTER ANTHONY KOBUS, 
who died September 9, 2025, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against his or 
her estate are required to file the same with 
the Clerk and Master of the above named Court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed 
in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be 
forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of the notice 
to creditors if the creditor received the copy of 
the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
first publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death. 

This the 28th day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF WALTER ANTHONY KOBUS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
THOMAS MICHAEL HOWARD 

1027 SHADOW BROOK DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ANNA R. LANGFORD
DOCKET NUMBER 92875-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 3rd 
day of August, 2026, letters testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of ANNA R. LANGFORD, 
who died on June 2, 2026, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Clerk and Master or the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against his or 
her estate are required to file the same with 
the Clerk and Master of the above named Court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed 
in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be 
forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of the notice 
to creditors if the creditor received the copy of 
the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of 
first publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 3rd day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF ANNA R. LANGFORD

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
PAMELA C. WASHBURN

1268 GRENOBLE DR.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37909

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ELSIE R. LEWIS
DOCKET NUMBER 92332-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 10th day of 
August, 2026, letters testamentary (or letters of 
administration as the case may be) in respect of the 
Estate of ELSIE R. LEWIS, who died on February 
17, 2026, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Knox County, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
of the above named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 10th day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF ELSIE R. LEWIS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
BRIAN LEWIS

233 ANDORRA LN.
CLINTON, TN 37716

JULIE D. EISENHOWER, ATTORNEY
217 S. PETERS ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF KRISTIN PAIGE LINN
DOCKET NUMBER 92883-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 31 day of 
July, 2026, Letters of Administration in respect 
of the Estate of KRISTIN PAIGE LINN, who died 
June 7, 2026, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against this estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 31 day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF KRISTIN PAIGE LINN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JAMES L. HURST

JANE KAUFMAN JONES, ATTORNEY
8517 KINGSTON PIKE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF WALKER KENNETH LOVE, SR.
DOCKET NUMBER 92906-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 10 day of 
August, 2026, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of WALKER KENNETH LOVE, 
SR., who died May 15, 2026, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk and 
Master of the above named Court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 10 day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF WALKER KENNETH LOVE, SR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SUSAN R. LOVE, EXECUTRIX

P. O. BOX 23644
FARRAGUT, TN 37933

STEWART M. CRANE, ATTORNEY
577 PICKLE ROAD

LOUDON, TN 37774

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF THOMAS E. MERTENS
DOCKET NUMBER 92928-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 11 day of 
August, 2026, Letters Testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of THOMAS E. MERTENS, who died 
January 29, 2026, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the Clerk of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this Notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this Notice To Creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the Notice To Creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the Notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 11 day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF THOMAS E. MERTENS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MELISSA GIBSON, EXECUTRIX

7242 OAKFIELD LANE
POWELL, TN 37849

PATRICK R. MCKENRICK, ATTORNEY
1019 ORCHID DRIVE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37912
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LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES
NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CAROL EVELYN OGLE
DOCKET NUMBER 92717-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 3rd day of 
August, 2026, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of CAROL EVELYN OGLE, who died 
June 12, 2026, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 3rd day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF CAROL EVELYN OGLE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MIRANDA BETH BARNARD

8019 GATE STONE LN.
POWELL, TN 37849

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DEBORAH LYNN PAINTER
DOCKET NUMBER 92718-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 3rd day 
of August, 2026, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of DEBORAH LYNN PAINTER, 
who died May 9, 2026, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk and 
Master of the above named court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 3rd day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF DEBORAH LYNN PAINTER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DIANE PAINTER COREY

7914 GLEASON DRIVE, # 1032
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

MARY ANN CHAFIN
1397 LAKESIDE DRIVE

LENOIR CITY, TN 37772

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ALLA KATHLEEN RASSEGA
DOCKET NUMBER 92912-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 10 day of 
August, 2026, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of ALLA KATHLEEN RASSEGA, 
who died March 30, 2026, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against his or 
her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 10 day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF ALLA KATHLEEN RASSEGA

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
BRADLEY EMERSON RASSEGA, EXECUTOR

169 BRIARWOOD TER.
PHOENIX, AZ 85045

JULIE D. EISENHOWER, ATTORNEY
217 S. PETERS ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF KATHERINE AUXIER RAZOR
DOCKET NUMBER 92849-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 29th 
day of July, 2026, letters of administration in 
respect of the Estate of KATHERINE AUXIER 
RAZOR, who died October 26, 2025, were 
issued to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the above named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 

creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 29th day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF KATHERINE AUXIER RAZOR

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JOHN EDWARD RAZOR

12720 PROVIDENCE GLEN LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

COURTNEY D. SCOLLARD, ATTORNEY
10004 MEADOW VISTA CIRCLE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARY LOUISE RICHARDS
DOCKET NUMBER 92903-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 10 day of 
August, 2026, Letters of Administration in respect 
of the Estate of MARY LOUISE RICHARDS, 
who died June 11, 2026, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the clerk of the above 
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 10 day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF MARY LOUISE RICHARDS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KIM RICHARDS PENNISI

12521 PONY EXPRESS DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

MARK E. TILLERY, ATTORNEY
P. O. BOX 12257

KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF HAROLD B. TEIGE
DOCKET NUMBER 92910-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 10 day of 

August, 2026, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of HAROLD B. TEIGE, who died 
July 2, 2026, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the clerk of the above named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in 
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 10 day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF HAROLD B. TEIGE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ROBERT RYAN

10779 E. RISING SUN DRIVE
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85262

M. CATHERINE WARMBROD, ATTORNEY
10805 KINGSTON PIKE, SUITE 200

KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF RONALD ALLEN WHITING, SR.
DOCKET NUMBER 92856-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 11th 
day of August, 2026, letters of administration 
in respect of the Estate of RONALD ALLEN 
WHITING, SR., who died on November 14, 2025, 
were issued to the undersigned by the Chancery 
Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 11th day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF RONALD ALLEN WHITING, SR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
RONALD ALLEN WHITING, JR.

11120  SW 13th STREET
PEMBROKE PINES, FL 33025

CARIN C. BRIO, ATTORNEY
3217 GARDEN DRIVE. SUITE 1

KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LYNDA DORENE WRIGHT
DOCKET NUMBER 92840-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 31 day of 
July, 2026, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of LYNDA DORENE WRIGHT, who died 
April 18, 2026, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the clerk of the above named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in 
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 31 day of JULY, 2026.

ESTATE OF LYNDA DORENE WRIGHT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DANA LYN WHITE

8316 THOMPSON SCHOOL ROAD
CORRYTON, TN 37721

ALLEN W. BLEVINS, ATTORNEY
1536 WINDWARD POINTE

LENOIR CITY, TN 37772

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CONNIE ANN WYNN
DOCKET NUMBER 92708-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 4th day 
of August, 2026, Letters of Administration in 
respect of the Estate of CONNIE ANN WYNN, 
who died on January 5, 2026, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Clerk and Master or the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the above named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 4th day of AUGUST, 2026.

ESTATE OF CONNIE ANN WYNN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JOYCE SHERLIN, ADMINISTRATOR

2909 ALICE BELL ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37917

DARRICK L. EDMONDSON, ATTORNEY
P. O. BOX 789

MAYNARDVILLE, TN 37807

MISC.  NOTICES
NOTICE OF LIEN 

SALE
The owners and/or lien holders of the 

following vehicles are hereby notified of their 
rights to pay all charges and reclaim said vehicles 
being held at the storage lot of A1 Express Tires 
& Wrecker Service. Failure to reclaim these 
vehicles will be deemed a waiver of all rights 
and titles along with consent to dispose of said 
vehicles at public auction held on SEPTEMBER 
7, 2026 at 10:00 AM at 11941 Chapman Hwy., 
Seymour, TN 37865.

2020 DODGE DURANGO
VIN # 1C4SDJCT6LC204829

NOTICE OF LIEN 
SALE

The owner(s) and/or lien holder(s) of the 
following vehicle(s) is hereby notified of their 
rights to pay all charges and reclaim said vehicles 
being held at KNOX AUTO REPAIR, 820 LOVELL 
RD., KNOXVILLE, TN 37912.  Failure to reclaim 
these vehicle(s) will be deemed a waiver of all 
rights, title and consent to dispose of said vehicle 
at Public Auction after SEPTEMBER 1, 2026.

VEHICLE(S): 2017 Nissan Rogue
VIN # JN8AT2MT7HW400789

NOTICE OF LIEN 
SALE

The owner(s) and/or lien holder(s) of the 
following vehicle(s) is hereby notified of their 
rights to pay all charges and reclaim said 
vehicles being held at RM Motor Werks, 6227 
Enterprise Dr., Knoxville, TN 37909, 865-247-
4068, sales@rmknox.com. Failure to reclaim the 
vehicle(s) will be deemed a waiver of all rights, 
title and consent to dispose of said vehicle at 
Public Auction 15 days after publication date.

VEHICLE(S): 1966 Chevrolet Nova SS 2
VIN # 66-11837NOR92569
This notice published in The Knoxville Focus 

August 17, 2026.

New Sky 
& Beyond 

experience will 
connect hands-

on STEAM 
learning with 

growing aviation 
opportunities in 
East Tennessee

A new interactive avia-
tion experience planned for 
Muse Knoxville’s expand-
ed science and discov-
ery center will introduce 
children and youth to the 
science of flight and the 
growing career opportu-
nities available in East 
Tennessee’s aviation indus-
try, building on regional 
workforce development 
efforts led by the Blount 
Partnership.

The aviation experi-
ence will be part of Muse 
Knoxville’s planned Sky & 
Beyond exhibit zone at its 
future home in the Jacob 
Building in East Knoxville. 
The larger expansion will 
transform the building into 
a multigenerational sci-
ence center with expanded 
opportunities for hands-on 
science, technology, engi-
neering, arts, and mathe-
matics (STEAM) learning.

As Muse develops the 
new science center, the 
organization has engaged 
students, educators and 
industry partners to help 
shape its exhibits and pro-
gramming. That process 
has included participation 
in the Blount Partnership’s 
Av iat ion Work force 
Committee, where Muse 
has heard directly from 
employers and educators 
about the skills, technology 

and career pathways shap-
ing the industry. That input 
is helping inform the avia-
tion component of the Sky 
& Beyond experience. 

“Workforce develop -
ment starts long before 
someone applies for their 
first job,” said Jessica 
Belitz, director of work-
force development for the 
Blount Partnership. “It 
starts when a child has 
an experience that sparks 
curiosity or helps them 
imagine a future they had 
never considered. Our col-
laboration with Muse gives 
us an opportunity to build 
that awareness early and 

connect it to real career 
pathways in our region.” 

The collaboration is part 
of a broader effort to intro-
duce Blount County stu-
dents to aviation careers. 
In 2025, Pellissippi State 
C ommuni t y  C o l lege 
launched its FAA-certified 
Aviat ion Technolog y 
program at its Blount 
County campus in collab-
oration with the Blount 
Partnership and regional 
aviation partners. The pro-
gram prepares Airframe 
and Powerplant mainte-
nance technicians, with 
its first class graduating 
this year.

The Partnership is also 
using a TVA Workforce 
Invest grant to purchase 
two We Build It Better 
programs, which expose 
area middle school stu-
dents to industry tools, 
technology and technical 
skills through hands-on 
STEAM and aviation-relat-
ed activities.

“Children learn best 
when they can see, touch 
and explore the world 
around them, and aviation 
gives us an incredible way 
to bring so many STEAM 
concepts to life,” said Katie 
Mixon, Muse Vice President 
of Advancement. “Working 

with the Blount Partnership 
and its Aviation Workforce 
Committee has allowed 
us to learn directly from 
people working in and pre-
paring students for this 
industry. We want chil-
dren to leave Muse excit-
ed about how flight works 
and beginning to imagine 
where that curiosity could 
take them.”

“We want young people 
growing up in our commu-
nity to know these oppor-
tunities exist,” Belitz said. 
“A student might first 
become interested in avia-
tion through a Muse expe-
rience, explore those skills 

further in middle school 
and eventually discov-
er there is a training pro-
gram available right here in 
Blount County.”

Muse Knoxville’s expan-
sion will transform the city-
owned Jacob Building in 
East Knoxville into a mul-
tigenerational science 
center. More than $28 mil-
lion has been committed to 
the project, including a $25 
million investment from the 
Clayton Family Foundation. 
The expansion, which 
includes the conceptual 
Sky & Beyond exhibit zone, 
is expected to be complet-
ed in September 2028. 

Blount Partnership, Muse Knoxville collaborate 
to introduce young students to aviation careers

Muse Knoxville is developing an aviation-focused experience as part of its planned Sky & Beyond exhibit at the Jacob Building in East Knoxville. The 
goal is to let children explore the science of flight while introducing them to the aviation careers available right here in our region.
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2026 Prep 
Football
WEEK 

ONE
Games kick off at 7 p.m. 
unless otherwise noted.

Thursday, August 20
Powell at Anderson Co. 

Friday, August 21
South-Doyle at Austin-East

West at Bearden
Central at Dobyns Bennett

Hardin Valley at Karns
Northview at Carter
Oak Ridge at Halls

Gatlinburg-Pitt at Seymour
Webb at Upperman High

TKA at Zion Christian
Union Co. at Gibbs (7:30 p.m.)

Saturday, August 22
CAK at Concord (11 a.m.)
Sevier Co. vs. Farragut
Riverdale at Catholic
Macon Co. at Fulton

KOC Jamboree 
Scores

Thursday

Austin-East 24, Karns 0

Central 7, Gibbs 0

Halls 21, Carter 0

Friday

Hardin Valley 7, Fulton 6

West 7, Farragut 0

Powell 7, Bearden 0

South-Doyle 7, Bearden 0

"People often see the cheerleaders on Friday nights and game days, but what they don't 
always see is the year-round commitment behind those performances. Our cheerleaders 

begin preparing in April and spend the entire summer learning material and building their 
skills before cheering through football and basketball seasons,” shared head coaches Kara 

Cardwell and Kira Lawson. "We are extremely proud of the effort these young women invest 
in our program and thankful for the enthusiasm, spirit, and leadership they bring to our 

school and community."

It takes a lot of teams!
Each year The Focus tries to work in football-related 
pictures of other students who don't play the game 
but make the atmosphere special. That includes the 
bands, cheerleaders, dancers, flag corps, fans, ath-
letic trainers, ball boys, radio broadcasters, conces-
sion workers and even the refs. The sights, sounds 
and smells they contribute make high school football 
even better! 

--Steve Williams

PHOTO BY STEVE WILLIAMS

With instruments on the sideline, the West band works on its steps in late July.

BY STEVE WILLIAMS

TSSAA officials out of the KFOA wait to referee a scrimmage August 10.

PHOTO BY STEVE WILLIAMS

Central cheerleaders had to come inside last week to practice due to lightning in the area.

PHOTO BY RUSSELL MAYES 

Fulton student broadcasters Trace McCulley (left) and Jack McCulley (right) announce 
the KOC football jamboree Friday at Bearden High. The two junior twins are in the AV 
Production class at FHS. Their broadcast covered all four games and could be heard on 
WKCS-FM 91.1.
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